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VESICAL  AND  URETHRAL  CALCULI. 


Report  of  Fifteen  Cases. 


By  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Sur- 
gery.— Formerly  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Clinical  and  Genito- 
urinary Surgery,  in  the  Memphis  Hospital 
Medical  College. 


CASK  I. — VESICAL  CALCULUS,  PHOSPHATIC — WEIGHT  370  GRS. 

EDWARD  S.,  male,  white,  nineteen  years;  of  one  of  the  east- 
ern counties  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  referred  to  me 
by  Dr.  Bonner.  The  patient  was  a  son  of  a  physician,  and  had, 
for  five  years  complained  of  cystitis  ;  but  no  examination  of  blad- 
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der  had  been  made  until  he  entered  my  Infirmary  in  February, 
1888.    Stone  was  suspected,  and  this  suspicion  was  confirmed 
upon  first  introduction  of  searcher.    Four  days  later,   I  per- 
formed the  perineal  section.      On  reaching  the  membranous 
urethra,  which  I  divided  for  about  ^  of  an  inch,  I  introduced  a 
pair  of  dressing  forceps,  and  gliding  along  the  groove  of  the 
staff,  entered  the  bladder,  when  I  opened  the  blades  gently, 
stretching  the  neck  of  that  organ  ;  then,  with  my  finger,  still 
further  dilated   the    neck    of  the  bladder,    and   passed  in 
a  pair  of  heavy,  though  not  too  large  stone  forceps,  seized  and 
crushed  the  stone,  which  was  soft.    The  fragments  were  easily 
washed  out.    The  patient  had  no  rise  of  temperature  after  the 
operation.    Had  perfect  control  of  his  urine,  and  did  not  even 
soil  the  sheet  with  a  drop  of  water. 

On  the  sixth  day  he  was  able  to  be  up,  and  on  the  twelfth  day 
the  wound  of  the  perineal  section  had  healed,  and  he  passed 
water  naturally. 

The  almost  perfect  harmlessness  of  the  perineal  section  pre- 
sents itself  to  my  mind  as  the  proper  operation  to  perform  in 
all  cases  where  difficulty  is  anticipated,  in  performing  lithotripsy. 
With  this  perineal  section,  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder  dilated 
gently  with  finger,  we  can,  with  greater  certainty,  cleanse 
the  bladder  of  all  fragments  of  stone,  and  that  too,  without  any 
complicated  suction  apparatus,  which  is  necessary  when  lithotripsy 
is  performed  through  the  whole  length  of  the  urethra. 

CASE  II — VESICAL  CALCULUS,    LITHIC    ACID — WEIGHT  300  GRS. 

Wm.  H.,  five  years,  white,  from  Coahoma  county,  Mississippi, 
was  sent  to  my  private  infirmary  in  the  fall  of  1886,  by  Dr.  Cole- 
man, of  Mississippi. 

At  the  age  of  2  years,  the  patient  passed  a  small  calculus,  per 
urethra,  but  symptoms  of  cystitis  gradually  increased  up  to  the 
time  of  my  seeing  him.  His  urine  was  rankly  ammoniacal,  his 
suffering  intense,  and  his  physical  condition  exceedingly  poor. 

The  sound  determined  the  presence  of  a  calculus,  and  af- 
ter a  few  days  preparatory  treatment  I  performed  the 
lateral  operation.  Finding  the  stone  too  large  for  easy  ab- 
straction, I  crushed  it  by  means  of  the  lithotrite,  and  succeeded 
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in  clearing  the  bladder  of  the  fragments.  The  venous  hemor- 
rhage was  considerable,  and  told  on  the  already  debilitated  con- 
dition of  the  patient.  It  was  checked  by  the  use  of  hot  water 
douche.  Four  days  later  he  was  clear  of  fever,  and  on  the 
eighth  days  was  sitting  up. 

Several  weeks  elapsed  before  the  wound  healed,  and  some 
months  before  he  was  strong.  One  year  later,  he  had  perfect 
•control  over  the  passage  of  urine,  and  was  in  fine  health. 

CASE   m. — VESICAE  CALCULUS,  PHOSPHATIC — WEIGHT  300  GRS. 

Louis  Vici,  age  47  years,  a  native  of  Italy,  by  profession  a 
musician,  and  at  the  time  of  my  first  consultation,  was  traveling 
with  the  Abbott  Opera  Troupe.  Was  admitted  to  my  private  in- 
firmary in  December,  1887.  The  history  was  one  of  severe  cys- 
titis, lasting  over  a  period  of  seven  years.  He  had  been  ex- 
amined and  treated  in  hospitals,  both  in  Brooklyn  and  New 
York,  for  stricture  of  urethra. 

My  first  examination  detected  two  strictures,  the  smaller  being 
10  calibre,  (F.)  in  the  bulbous  urethra,  passing  which  I  entered 
the  bladder,  and  detected  a  calculus. 

It  was  with  much  persuasion  that  I  gained  his  consent  to  the 
operation  for  stone,  on  account  of  his  doubts  as  to  the  existence 
of  the  stone.  His  urine  was  putrid,  and  one-third  of  what  passed 
from  the  bladder  was  blood  and  mucus. 

So  tortuous  was  the  canal,  and  complicated  by  false  passages, 
that  I  was  unable,  after  three  examinations,  to  find  the  route  to 
the  bladder.  But  after  suitable  preparations,  I  made  perineal 
section  on  staff,  in  one  of  the  false  passages,  and  then  succeeded 
in  finding  the  urethra  in  the  membranous  portion,  opened  it,  and 
following  it  first  forward,  divulsed  the  posterior  and  incised  the 
anterior  stricture,  then  sought  the  vesical  end,  and  entered  the 
bladder,  and  after  a  prolonged  search,  failed  to  find  the  calculus. 
I  was  positive  that  the  stone  was  there,  but  desisted,  because  of 
the  operation  having  been  already  necessarily  prolonged.  His 
condition  was  poor.  He  rallied,  and  the  next  day  the  pain  in 
his  bladder  was  undiminished,  although  water  had  free  exit.  I 


4 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL,  JOURNAL. 


passed  No.  32  (F)  sound  into  the  bladder,  (for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  canal  patulous,)  and  sought  for  the  calculus,  and  again 
failed  to  find  it.  Two  days  later,  the  same  instrument  failed  to 
detect  the  stone.  Fever  came  on,  an  abscess  in  ischio-rectal 
region  developed,  and  for  ten  days  his  condition  was  almost  be- 
yond hope  of  recovery.  In  order  to  give  free  vent  to  pus,  I 
anaesthetized,  and  opened  widely  the  abscess;  and  then  through 
the  perineal  opening  passed  a  sound,  which  came  immediately  in. 
contact  with  the  calculus.  The  next  day  I  invited  all  who  had 
witnessed  the  failure  to  find  the  stone,  to  be  present.  I  then  en- 
larged the  neck  of  the  bladder,  as  in  the  lateral  operation,  and 
extracted  a  stone  measuring  4^  inches  by  3  inches  in  long  and 
short  circumferences.  All '  pain  in  bladder  ceased,  and  his  re- 
covery was  rapid.  He  left  eighteen  days  later,  saying  he  was  a 
new  man.  Before  leaving,  I  passed  No.  32  sound,  found  canal 
patulous;  impressed  upon  him  the  necessity  of  regular  introduc- 
tion of  sound. 

This  case  illustrates  the  difficulty  sometimes  encountered  botk 
in  detecting  a  stone  before  operating,  as  well  as  that  of  find- 
ing it  even  when  the  finger  is  passed  into  the  bladder. 

CASE  IV. — VESICAL  CALCULUS,   PHOSPHATIC — WEIGHT  380  GRS. 

W.  T.  W.,  36  years,  male,  white,  was  sent  to  my  private  in- 
firmary by  Dr.  Watson,  of  Mississippi,  in  June,  1885,  for  treat- 
ment for  stone. 

The  patient  was  much  emaciated,  and  a  great  sufferer  with 
cystitis;  urine  containing  blood,  mucus  and  pus,  and  his  rectum 
protruded  quite  three  inches  during  efforts  to  void  urine,  and  to 
this  organ  several  physicians  had  directed  treatment.  His  his- 
tory showed  irritability  of  the  bladder,  which  had  existed 
several  years,  but  had  grown  much  worse  during  the  past  year. 

It  was  also  known  that  he  had  been  taught  to  pass  straws  into 
his  urethra;  and  one  }^ear  ago  he  told  of  a  stick,  introduced  into 
that  canal,  getting  away  from  him,  and  passing  into  the  bladder.. 

The  patient  was  an  imbecile,  and  though  not  violent  ordina- 
rily, it  required  two  assistants  to  aid  me,  before  I  succeeded  in 
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anaesthetizing  him,  and  with  sound  I  confirmed  the  diagnosis  of 
stone.  A  stricture  was  also  encountered,  half  an  inch  within 
the  meatus. 

Proper  preparatory  treatment  for  a  period  of  ten  days,  put  the 
patient  in  a  fair  condition,  when  the  operation  was  performed. 

Assisted  by  Drs.  Watson  and  Ashe,  I  divided  the  stricture  and 
performed  the  lateral  operation.  The  stone,  upon  being  grasped 
with  the  forceps,  was  found  rather  large  for  easy  extraction,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  changing  its  axis,  my  finger  was  passed  along 
the  incision,  when  it  encountered  a  piece  of  wire,  projecting  into 
the  floor  of  the  wround.  Taking  a  pair  of  haemostatic  forceps  I 
succeeded  in  pulling  out  the  wire  which  lay  imbedded  in  the 
prostate  gland.  The  stone  was  then  extracted,  and  a  careful 
-examination  failed  to  find  any  other  foreign  body  or  stone.  The 
loss  of  blood  was  trifling.  There  was  no  rise  of  temperature  af- 
ter the  operation.  On  the  seventh  day  my  patient  was  up,  and 
on  the  twelfth  day  the  incision  was  healed. 

The  stone  was  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  pigeon  egg.  The 
wTire  measured  about  two  inches  in  length  but  was  broken  in 
three  pieces  during  my  efforts  at  extraction.  It  had  evidently 
been  passed  into  the  bladder,  and  by  contraction  of  this  organ 
had  been  driven  into  the  prostate  gland. 

In  this  instance  lithotripsy  was  rejected  because  of  suspected 
'foreign  body  as  nucleus  to  stone.  The  supra-pubic  operation  was 
not  done  because  of  the  difficulty  expected  in  managing  patient 
during  after-treatment. 

It  wrould  almost  seem  providential  that  I  selected  the  only  route 
which  could  have  afforded  relief.  Any  other  route  would  have 
removed  the  stone  but  missed  the  wire,  which,  if  left  in  the  pros- 
tate gland,  would  have  kept  up  the  cystitis,  and  repeated  exam- 
ination would  have  led  to  the  conclusion  of  pyelitis. 

CASE  V. — URETHRAL  CALCULUS — URIC  ACID. — WEIGHT  1 65  GRS. 

Wm.  H — ,  male  ;  white;  six  years,  from Clarksdale,  Miss.;  was 
Drought  to  my  infirmary,  March  20,  '88,  in  intense  pain.  Exam- 
ination showed  bladder  distended,  ,with  urine  and  calculus  in 
membranous  urethra. 
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I  first  saw  him  at  midnight  and  gave  opiate  ;  he  rested  well  for 
six  hours,  and  passed  water.  He  was  placed  on  the  table  and 
perineal  section  made,  with  calculus  as  guide.  It  was  found  ly- 
ing in  quite  a  pouch — or  dilated  portion  of  the  canal — in  front  of 

which  was  a  stricture  of  calibre  ;  this  was  divided  through 

the  perineal  wound.  The  bladder  was  explored  and  no  other 
stone  discovered.    He  went  home  the  following  morning. 

This  patient  was  operated  on  eighteen  months  before — see 

No.  II. 

The  patient  was  perfectly  well,  up  to  four  days  before  coming 
to  me,  when  he  was  taken  with  violent  pain  in  perineum  and  ab- 
domen. The  pain  was  mostly  due  to  distention  of  bladder,  the 
stone  acting  as  a  plug,  closing  the  urethra. 

CASE  VI. — VESICAL  CALCULUS,  PHOSPHATIC — WEIGHT  540  GRS. 

Susan  Page,  colored,  34  years  of  age,  city,  was  the  subject  of 
a  vesico-vaginal  opening,  and  presented  at  my  college  clinic  in 
1 88 1.  The  operation  for  closure  of  the  opening  proved  suc- 
cessful. 

Two  years  later  she  came  to  me  with  violent  cystitis,  which 
she  said  began  soon  after  the  closure  of  the  fistula.  She  had 
been  treated  by  several  physicians,  medicinally,  but  no  exam- 
ination had  been  made.  A  digital  examination,  per  vagina,  de- 
tected quite  a  large  stone  in  the  bladder;  a  prolongation  of  the 
stone  having  been  forced  through  the  septum,  and  was  present- 
ing in  the  vagina. 

I  presented  her  the  following  Friday  at  my  clinic,  and  by  a 
longitudinal  incision  in  the  vesico-vaginal  septum,  removed*  a 
calculus  measuring  five  and  one-half  inches  in  longest,  by  five 
inches  in  shortest  circumference.  The  incision  was  closed,  and 
patient  made  rapid  and  complete  recovery. 

A  section  of  the  stone  showed  most  beautifully  the  concentric 
layers  of  mucus,  from  the  inflamed  bladder  wrapped  around 
the  phosphatic  nucleus,  and  each  layer  thoroughly  sanded  with 
phosphates. 
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CASE  VII. — URETHRAL  CALCULUS,  URIC  ACID — WEIGHT  140  GRS. 

Henry  Gates,  colored,  47  years  of  age,  general  condition  very 
poor.  Had  complained  of  frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  with 
small  stream,  for  upwards  of  two  years.  Had  been  examined 
for  stricture,  but  physician  was  unable  to  reach  the  bladder  with 
small  instruments. 

In  March,   1880,  I  passed  No.  16  (F.)  steel  sound,  and  de-» 
tected  urethral  calculus  in  the  bulbous  urethra.    His  general 
condition  was  poor,  and  suffering  severe,  the  removal   of  the 
cause  was  a  primary  indication. 

Perineal  section,  on  a  grooved  staff,  was  performed;  with  small 
pair  of  forceps  the  stone  was  extracted,  after  having  been  worked 
back,  by  external  manipulation,  into  the  membranous  urethra. 
The  bladder  was  explored;  no  other  calculus  found;  the  stricture 
was  then  divulsed,  and  No.  29  sound  passed. 

The  patient  did  badly,  continued  slowly  downward,  in  spite 
of  support,  and  died  on  the  eighteenth  day.  No  further  symp- 
toms of  bladder  or  urethral  trouble,  but  rather  a  hectic  fever, 
coming  on  every  evening. 

Was  unable  to  obtain  post  mortem,  but  believe  some  renal 
trouble  existed. 

CASE  VIII. — VESICAL  CALCULUS,  URIC  ACID — WEIGHT  490  GRS. 

Jas.  H — ,  male,  colored,  38  years  of  age,  from  one  of  the  river 
counties  of  Mississippi,  presented  himself  at  my  College  clinic 
with  symptoms  clearly  indicative  of  foreign  body  in  bladder, 
with  blood  in  his  urine,  and  great  pain  in  his  loins.  He  suffered 
intensely  as  the  last  few  drops  of  water  were  coming  from  his 
bladder,  with  a  sensation  of  a  piece  of  gravel  at  the  head  of  the 
penis.  These  symptoms  had  extended  over  a  period  of  three 
years.  He  had  been  treated  by  several  physicians,  but  no  ex- 
amination of  the  bladder  had  been  made.  He  was  examined  be- 
fore the  class,  and  the  presence  of  stone  was  confirmed  by  the 
click  of  the  steel  sound.  His  general  condition  was  fair,  but  the 
operation  was  postponed  for  a  day  or  two,  in  order  that  he 
should  be  thoroughly  quininized,  as  he  was  from  a  malarial 
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district.  He  was  presented  at  my  next  clinic.  The  median  in- 
cision was  made  in  the  bladder.  The  stone  was  found  quite 
large,  and  in  order  to  remove  it  without  too  much  lasceration  of 
the  prostate  gland,  I  incised  left  side,  and  succeeded  in  deliver- 
ing the  stone. 

The  hemorrage  amounted  to  almost  nothing  ;  nor  was  there 
$ny  schock  following  the  operation.  The  following  day  he  had 
a  rigor,  which  was  followed  by  a  temperature  of  105,  but  which 
yielded  to  antifebrin.  He  was  kept  under  the  influence  of  opium 
and  quinine  for  three  or  four  days.  At  the  end  of  the  second 
week  he  was  presented  to  the  class  ;  the  wound  having  almost 
healed,  he  left  for  his  home. 

Two  months  later  he  returned  with  a  small  fistulous  opening  in 
perineum,  through  which  a  few  drops  of  water  escaped  while 
urinating.  I  introduced  a  thirty-two  steel  sound  to  the  bladder 
once,  and  the  third  day  the  fistnla  had  healed,  and  the  patient 
returned  home.  The  calculus  was  egg-shaped,  measuring  —  by 
—  inches  in  both  short  and  long  circumferences. 

CASE  IX. — VESICAL  CALCULUS  J  PHOSPHATIC — WT.  550  GRS. 

Henry  Green,  male  ;  colored  ;  thirteen  years  ;  was  sent  to  my 
college  clinic  by  Dr.  Watson,  of  Miss.  It  seems  that  his  bladder 
trouble  had  existed  for  five  or  six  years.  Dr.  Watson  was  the 
first  to  diagnose  the  stone,  which  was  confirmed,  and  the  doctor 
having  had  him  on  a  preparatory  treatment  for  some  days,  he 
was  at  once  anaesthetised,  and  the  lateral  operation  was  performed- 
Nothing  worthy  of  mention,  save  rapid  recover}',  occurred  in  this 
case.  The  patient  returned  home  on  the  eight  da}'.  The  stone 
measured  four  by  six  inches  in  its  short  and  long  circumferences. 
I  learned  afterwards  that  a  small  perineal  fistula  remained,  but 
could  never  have  him  brought  back  for  the  introduction  of  in- 
struments. The  boy's  health  being  perfect,  he  did  not  seem  to 
attach  much  importance  to  a  few  drops  of  urine  on  his  clothes. 

CASE  X. — VESICAL  CALCULUS  J    PHOSPHATIC. — WT.  —  GRS. 

Mrs.  M — ,  white  ;  fifty-eight  years ;  was  called  to  examine  her 
in  1882,  by  her  physician. 
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In  1869  she  was  cured  of  a  vesicovaginal  fistula,  of  twenty 
years  standing, — operation  by  my  father  ;  since  which  time  her 
health  has  been  good,  and  only  within  the  year  of  my  examin- 
ation had  she  suffered  with  cystitis. 

The  searcher  was  passed  to  the  bladder  and  calculus  detected- 
Under  anaesthesia  the  urethra  was  dilated  and  calculus  extracted. 

No  dribbling  of  urine  followed,  and  she  was  up  and  entirely 
well  in  two  days. 

CASE  XI. — URETHRAL    CALCULUS;    LITHIC  ACID. — WT.    IIO  GRS. 

Sidney  F — ,  male  ;  white  ;  aged  six  years  ;  residence,  city  ;  was 
brought  to  me  in  July,  1878.  For  four  years  he  had  complained 
•of  great  pain  at  the  close  of  each  of  vers-  frequent  acts  of  mic- 
turition, and  for  six  weeks  had  experienced  great  difficulty  in 
passing  his  water.  Examining  his  penis  with  a  suspicion  of  ad- 
herent prepuce,  I  detected  an  enlargement  in  the  body  of  the  or- 
gan, about  midway  between  the  meatus  and  scrotum,  and  which, 
upon  my  passing  a  probe  down  the  urethra,  proved  to  be  a  stone. 
I  endeavored,  by  manipulation,  to  work  the  stone  toward  the 
meatus,  but  failed.  It  could  be  pressed  backward,  toward,  and 
presumably  into  the  bladder.  I  believed  the  forcible  dilitation 
and  extraction,  by  means  of  forceps,  would  damage  the  canal 
more  than  a  simple  incisionj;  hence,  the  following  day  performed 
external  urethrotomy  at  the  point  farthest  forward  to  which  the 
stone  could  be  pressed.  The  incision  was  longitudinal  and  was 
closed  with  silver  wire.  No  urine  passed  through  the  opening, 
and  primary  union  took  place. 

The  stone  measured  1  ^  by  1  yi  inches — its  two  circumferences. 
Quite  large  for  urethra  of  six  year  old  boy. 

CASE  XII. — VESICAL  CALCULUS  J  PHOSPHATIC — WT.  270  GRS. 

Edward  Mc — ,  M.;  white;  twenty-six  years;  entered  my  pri- 
vate infirmary  upon  the  advice  of  Dr.  Gladden,  of  Tipton  coun- 
ty, Tenn.,  February  26;  188-. 

The  patient  was  very  much  emaciated,  suffering  with  most 
violent  cystitis,  which  had  begun  in  boyhood.    The  diagnosis  of 
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stone  was  readily  confirmed  with  the  introduction  of  sound  ;  but 
his  condition  was  such  that  we  delayed  the  operation  some  days, 
in  order  to  build  him  up.  He  improved  very  slowly,  if  at  all, 
and  as  the  removal  of  stone  held  out  the  only  hope  of  checking 
a  fast-wasting  life,  an  operation  was  advised  and  agreed  to. 

The  lateral  operation  was  performed,  the  stone  was  crushed, 
and  all  fragments  removed.  The  pain  and  bladder  trouble  ceased 
and  he  rallied.  His  condition  was  quite  hopeful  for  six  or  seven 
days,  when  diarrhoea  came  on,  followed  by  dysentery,  and  hectic 
fevers,  with  sweats  and  rigors.  In  spite  of  stimulants  and  nour- 
ishments, the  patient  gradually  faded  away,  dying  on  the  24th 
day  after  the  operation.  No  post-mortem  was  obtained.  The 
fragments  of  stone  weighed  270  grains. 

This  was  a  case  in  which,  without  doubt,  an  early  operation 
would  have  saved  the  patient's  life. 

CASE  XIII. — VESICAL  CALCULUS,  LITHIC  ACID — WEIGHT  260  GRS. 

J.  W — ,  male,  white,  4  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  me  by  Dr. 
Johnson,  of  Arkansas.  For  two  years  the  patient  had  presented 
prominently  the  usual  symptoms  of  vesical  calculus.  Repeated 
examinations  had  been  made,  and  different  diagnosis  given  as  to 
the  presence  of  stone.  Patient's  general  health,  excellent.  With 
a  pocket  probe  for  a  sound,  I  detected  a  stone  at  once,  on  enter- 
ing his  bladder;  and  four  days  later  I  presented  the  little  fellow 
at  my  college  clinic,  at  the  Memphis  Hospital  Medical  College. 
The  bladder  was  injected  with  four  ounces  of  warm  bora  ted 
water,  a  small  staff  introduced,  and  on  it  the  median  lithotomy 
performed.  On  grasping  the  stone,  I  found  it  too  large  for  safe 
abstraction  through  the  median  incision  alone.  With  a  blunt 
pointed  bistoury,  guided  by  my  left  index  finger,  I  incised  the 
neck  of  the  bladder — the  miniature  prostate — bilaterally.  The 
stone  was  then  grasped  with  forceps,  and  abstracted.  The 
bladder  was  irrigated  with  hot  bi-chloride  solution.  The  hemor- 
rhage was  very  slight;  shock,  nil.  The  first  evening  his  temper- 
ature stood  100^2 ;  the  morning  following,  his  temperature  was 
normal.    In  four  days  he  was  up,  and  on  the  eighth  day,  the 
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wound  was  granulating  nicely,  he  was  taken  home.  The  flow 
of  urine  was  under  control.  The  stone  was  oval,  and  rather 
smooth;  measured  ^xi^xi^  inches  in  its  various  diameters. 
Two  month  later  the  patient  was  entirely  well. 

CASE  XIV. — VESICAL  CALCULUS,   URIC    ACID— WEIGHT    520  GRS. 

Chas.  J — ,  male,  white,  58  years  of  age,  resident  of  this  city, 
a  man  of  active  temperament  and  unusual  sound  physique.  I 
was  consulted  by  him  in  1883,  f°r  cystitis,  which  had  been  grad- 
ually growing  worse  for  about  four  years.  A  diagnosis  of  stone 
was  made  with  sound,  and  after  some  days  of  preparatory  treat- 
ment, without  an  anaesthetic,  I  attempted  to  fill  his  bladder  with 
warm  carbolized  solution,  but  found  that  even  so  small  a  quan- 
tity as  four  ounce  gave  him  most  intense  pain.  This  at  once 
discarded  the  idea  of  supra-pubic  cystotomy.  A  few  days  later 
he  was  anaesthetized,  and  lithotripsy  attempted.  The  stone  was. 
seized  with  lithotrite,  but  I  found  it  impossible  to  crush  it.  A 
grooved  staff  was  then  introduced,  and  the  lateral  operation  for 
stone  performed.  Finding  the  stone  too  large  for  removal,  I  in- 
cised the  prostate  gland  on  the  other  side,  and  then  succeeded, 
after  considerable  traction,  in  removing  the  stone. 

The  venous  hemorrhage  was  considerable.  By  means  of  a 
skirted  catheter,  the  tampon  was  used.  He  rallied,  and  did  well 
for  the  first  ten  days,  and  was  able  to  sit  up;  but  from  that  time 
on  he  gradually  grew  worse.  Rigors  came  on,  followed  by 
feveis  and  sweats,  and  the  usual  train  of  hectic  symptoms.  He 
died  on  the  thirty-eighth  day  after  the  operation.  No  post- 
mortem. 

CASE  XV. — VESICAL  CALCULUS  ;  PHOSPHATIC. — WT.  430  GRS. 

F.  Hollnigs,  male;  white;  aged  15;  for  some  years  a  sufferer  with 
cystitis.  In  October  last  he  came  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Smith, 
of  Arkansas  City,  Ark.,  who  diagnosed  calculus  as  the  cause  of 
cystitis  and  sent  him  to  my  infirmary  for  operation.  Six  days 
were  given  to  preparatory  treatment,  when,  on  November  18,  I 
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operated  per  perineum,  removing  by  the  median  incision  a  phos- 
phatic  stone,  weighing  430  grains.  His  recovery  was  not  rapid, 
but  he  went  home  at  the  end  of  four  weeks  quite  well. 


TRAUMATIC  TETAXUS. 
Anatomical  Changes  in  the  Spinal  Cord. 

By  Bat.  Smith,  M.  D.,  What  ton,  Texas. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

OOWIXG  to  the  fact  that  post-mortems  in  cases  of  traumatic 
tetanus  have  failed  to  presentconstant  anatomical  changes, 
we  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  purely  a  disease  of  the  nervous  system, 
and  man}-  have  advanced  the  hypothesis  that  traumatic  tetanus 
is  dependent  on  some  peculiar  blood  poison,  and  not  on  a  lesion 
of  the  nerve  centers.  This  view  of  the  pathology  of  the  disease 
has  been,  and  is  yet,  held  by  many  occupying  exalted  positions 
in  the  ranks  of  the  profession.  Others  again,  for  want  of  more 
decided  evidences  than  have  as  yet  been  produced  by  investi- 
gators, settle  the  question  at  once  by  falling  back  upon  the  very 
convenient  "germ  theory-;"  yet  must  the}-  admit  that  their  theo- 
ries are  mere  speculations,  unsupported  by  facts  which  can  be 
demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  student. 

The  following  cases  came  under  my  observation  some  years 
ago,  and  I  now  submit  the  result  of  examinations  made  at  the 
time: 

Case  Xo.  1.  Xegro  boy,  age  15  years,  strong  and  stoutly 
built.  Three  months  before  he  had  stuck  a  nail  in  the  sole  of 
the  left  foot,  wounding  a  branch  of  the  internal  plantar  nerve. 
The  physician  attending  the  case  requested  me  to  make  the 
autopsy,  which  was  made  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  patient  having 
died  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  same  day.  On  cutting  down  to 
the  bottom  of  the  wound,  a  few  drops  of  pus  were  found.  The 
wounded  nerve  was  carefully  followed  up  to  the  interval  between 
the  inner  malleolus  and  the  heel,  at  the  union  of  the  internal 
and  external  plantar  nerves  with  the  posterior  tibial,  and  pre- 
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sented  nothing  abnormal.  I  was  especially  particnlar  in  this 
part  of  my  examimation,  owing  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
eminent  surgeon,  John  E.  Erichsen,  viz:  "That  a  marked  con- 
gestion and  inflammation  of  the  nerve  connected  with,  and  lead- 
ing from  the  wound  that  has  occasioned  the  disease,  always  ex- 
ists." "This  morbid  state,"  says  he,  "I  have  never  found  to  be 
wanting.  In  all  fatal  cases  I  have  seen,  where  a  careful  dissec- 
tion has  been  made,  the  signs  of  inflammation  of  a  nerve  com- 
municating with  the  wound  have  been  found,  and  the  vascu- 
larity, which  is  intense,  may  be  traced  up  the  membranes,  often 
to  a  considerable  distance." 

This  constant  condition,  as  reported  by  the  illustrious  English- 
man, I  was  unable  to  find  in  this  case;  it  was  also  wanting  in 
the  two  cases  to  be  mentioned  below.  The  posterior  tibial  nerve 
was  carefully  dissected,  and  exposed  up  to  the  arch  of  the  solius, 
and  no  lesions  were  found;  from  this  point  up  to  the  union  of 
the  internal  and  external  popliteal  nerves  with  the  great  sciatic, 
the  condition  of  the  nerves  presented  nothing  abnormal.  The 
trunk  of  the  great  sciatic  was  also  found  to  be  in  a  normal  con- 
dition, but  on  arriving  at  the  sacral  plexus  evidences  of  a  heavy 
congestion  of  the  first,  second,  third,  and  the  communicating 
branch  of  the  fourth  anterior  divisions  of  the  sacral  nerves,  and 
of  the  lumbo-sacral  cord,  were  plainly  visible.  In  tracing 
the  roots  of  these  nerves  to  the  first  lumbar  vertebra,  the 
termination  of  the  spinal  cord,  an  intense  inflammation,  almost 
amounting  to  disintegration  of  the  nerve  tissue  was  revealed. 
An  exudation  of  lymph  had  taken  place  over  the  whole  of  the 
dorsal  and  lumbar  region,  and  the  spinal  cord  from  the  first 
lumbar  to  the  eighth  dorsal  vertebra  inclusive,  had  degenerated 
into  a  mass  of  pus.  So  far  had  this  disintegration  proceeded, 
that  in  attempting  carefully  to  lift  the  spinal  cord,  the  cauda 
equina,  and  that  portion  of  the  cord  above  the  eighth  dorsal, 
separated  from  that  lying  between  the  eighth  dorsal  and  first 
lumbar.  The  disintegration  at  this  point  was  so  great  that,  upon 
careful  microscopical  examination,  but  little  nerve  tissue  could 
be  recognized.  From  the  eighth  to  the  fifth  dorsal,  the  cord 
was  of  a  dark  red  color,  giving  evidence  of  an  active  inflamma- 
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tion,  showing  in  many  places  extravasation  of  blood.  This  in- 
flammation extended  to  the  roots  and  ganglia  of  the  spinal 
nerves  throughout  the  cord,  which  was,  however,  marked  in  a 
much  lighter  degree  between  the  fifth  cervical  and  the  medulla 
oblongata,  amounting  here  merely  to  congestion. 

I  could  detect  no  particular  changes  in  the  walls  of  the  blood 
vessels,  except  where  they  had  shared  in  the  general  disintegra- 
tion of  the  surrounding  tissues,  they  were  more  or  less  dilated, 
but  not  invariably  so.  From  the  fifth  to  the  first  dorsal  the  in- 
flamatory  condition  was  not  so  strongly  marked,  the  cord  being 
of  a  light  rose  color,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  arteries  not  so 
frequently  met  with.  Again,  from  the  seventh  to  the  fifth  cer- 
vical the  inflammation  was  more  distinct,  but  not  intense  as  that 
found  between  the  fifth  and  eighth  dorsal,  The  cord  above  the 
fifth  cervical  to  the  medulla  oblongata  clearly  showed  a  serions 
congestion,  not,  however,  amounting  to  inflammation. 

The  dura  mater,  arachnoid  and  pia  mater  were  found  in  a  state 
of  inflammation  throughout,  except  from  the  fifth  cervical  to  the 
medulla  oblongata.  The  dura  mater  was  of  a  light  pink  color 
from  the  medulla  down  to  the  fifth  cervical,  and  from  there  down 
of  a  somewhat  darker  hue. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  patient  had  been  wounded  in 
the  right  foot,  consequently,  as  might  have  been  expected,  the 
lesions  were  more  distinct  in  the  right  posterior  horn,  and 
the  right  posterior  lateral  columns  of  the  white  matter.  Owing 
to  the  decussation  of  the  sensory  fibres,  I  found  that  on  the  left 
side  the  anterior  parts  of  the  gray  matter  were  more  involved 
than  the  right.  In  the  columns  of  the  white  matter  evidences  of 
hemorrhages  wrere  round  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the 
cord,  except  between  the  medulla  oblongata  and  the  fifth  cervical 
vertebra.  These  hemorrhages  were  of  rare  occurrence  between 
the  first  and  fifth  dorsal,  where  the  inflammatory  process  was  not 
so  strongly  marked.  Exudations  were  found  throughout  the 
gray  matter,  and  blood  could  be  pressed  out  of  the  cord  twelve 
hours  after  death;  especially  was  this  the  case  in  the  gray  matter. 
Brain  showed  no  rigns  of  inflammatiou  or  congestion. 

Case  No.  2.    Negro  woman,  age  60  years  ;  died  ten  days  after 
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receiving  the  injury  which  brought  on  the  tetanus,  Compound 
fracture  of  both  bones,  just  above  the  ankle.  Amputation  had 
been  advised,  but  the  attending  physician  objected.  In  this  case 
I  was  also  requested  to  make  an  autopsy.  Unfortunately  the 
wound  had  been  cut  into  before  the  examination  was  made,  and, 
in  all  probability  the  nerves  at  and  just  above  the  point  of  frac- 
ture had  beed  cut  away,  thus  causing  the  parts  to  become  so 
much  disarranged  that  a  minute  and  exact  examination  of  the 
end  of  the  nerve  could  not  be  made.  The  postirior  tibial  nerve 
was  carefully  followed  up,  as  in  the  first  case,  with  like  results. 
The  changes  in  the  sacral  plexus  and  lumbo-sacral  cord,  as  well 
as  those  in  the  spinal  cord,  were  identical  with  those  found  in 
case  No.  i.  The  brain  in  this  case  also  presented  nothing  ab- 
normal. 

Case  No.  3.  A  mulatto  girl,  aged  13  years;  had  been  suffer- 
ing with  traumatic  tetanus  for  five  days  before  I  saw  her.  The 
attack  was  caused  by  a  splinter  entering  the  plantar  region  of  the 
foot,  wounding  a  branch  of  the  internal  plantar  nerve.  An  in- 
cision was  made  and  a  splinter,  one  inch  long  and  about  the  size 
•of  a  sulphur  match,  was  removed ;  this  was  followed  by  a  few 
drops  of  pus.  The  patient  died  next  day,  and  the  results  of  the 
examination  in  this  case  were  similar  to  those  presented  in  the 
two  foregoing.  I  could  find  no  evidences  of  inflammation  of  the 
nerve  communicating  with  the  wound,  although  the  examina- 
tion was  made  with  care.  The  wound  being  in  the  left  foot,  the 
anatomical  changes  were  more  apparent  in  the  left  posterior 
horn,  and  left  posterior  lateral  columns  of  the  white  matter;  and, 
owing  to  the  decussation  of  the  sensory  fibres,  on  the  right  side, 
the  anterior  parts  of  the  gray  matter  were  more  involved  than 
the  left. 


Note  A — Some  years  ago,  in  a  conversation  with  Dr.  John  H. 
Bowers,  of  Columbus,  Texas,  he  related  to  me  a  remarkable 
case  of  traumatic  tetanus.  A  Mexican  had  his  thumb  caught 
by  a  rope,  the  horse  pulling  back  fastened  the  rope  tightly  around 
the  thumb.  Suddenly  the  whole  skin,  flesh  and  nail  were  torn 
away,  leaving  nothng  but  the  bone.    Dr.  Bowers,  who  saw  the 
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case  immediately  afterwards,  at  once  amputated  the  thumb. 
Traumatic  tetanus  set  in,  in  a  couple  of  hours,  and  the  man  died 
a  few  hours  afterwards.  The  spasms  in  this  case  surely  were  not 
dependent  on  the  absorption  of  some  poisonous  matter,  neither 
can  the  "germ  theory"  be  here  admitted.  The  spasms  were  evi- 
dently dependent  on  the  morbid  excitable  condition  of  the  gray 
matter  of  the  cord,  due  to  the  continued  irritation  of  the  peri- 
pheral nerves. 

Xote  B. — It  was  not  my  inteution  to  say  anything  here  about 
the  treatment  of  traumatic  tetanus,  still,  as  I  have,  as  yet;  not 
seen  the  following  recommended  in  any  of  our  text  books,  I  do 
not  think  it  amiss  to  refer  to  it  briefly.  To  control  the  spasms  I 
have  found  tobacco,  in  the  form  of  hypodermic  injections  of  the 
fluid  extract,  or  of  the  oil,  to  answer  the  purpose,  when  all  other 
remedies  had  failed.  I  remember  well  the  case  of  an  old  negro 
woman,  with  whom  every  remedy  had  proven  useless  ;  the  spasms 
were  frequent  and  terrific  ;  an  injection  of  four  drops  of  the  fluid 
extract  of  tobacco,  diluted  with  six  drops  of  water,  was  admin- 
istered hypodermically,  and  a  pill  containing  %  of  a  drop  of  the 
oil  of  tobacco  given  every  4  hours.  The  spasms  did  not  return  for 
thirty-six  hours  ;  the  injection  was  then  repeated,  and  kept  up 
for  several  days  at  the  rate  of  one  injection  every  twenty-four 
hours,  the  patient  eventually  recovering. 

This  remedy  I  have  frequently  used  with  horses  with  the  hap- 
piest effect  in  those  cases  where  the  attack  had  been  brought  on 
by  over-exertion.  In  traumatic  cases  with  these  animals  I  have 
not  3ret  used  the  remedy. 
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THE  TREATMENT  OF  WHOOPING  COUGH. 


By  Emory  Lanpheat ,  M*  D.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Professor  of  Dis- 
eases of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  in  the 
U?iive7sity  of  Kansas  City. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ALTHOUGH  bacteriologists  claim  that  a  specific  germ  of  per- 
tussis has  been  demonstrated  (the  "bacillus  pertussis," — a 
micro-organism  discovered  by  Afanasieff — a  microbe  having  prop- 
erties sufficient  to  distinguish  it  from  other  bacteria,)  therapeutic 
measures  based  upon  this  idea  have  not  been,  in  my  hands  at  least, 
as  gratifying  as  would  be  anticipated  from  the  claims  of  the  en- 
thusiastic supporters  of  the  germ  theory.  Corrosive  sublimate, 
permanganate  of  potassium,  boric  acid,  thymol,  the  salicylates, 
carbolic  acid,  etc.,  have  been,  both  locally  and  internally,  "tried 
and  found  wanting, ' j  the  only  drug  which  might  be  classed  as 
*  'antiseptic' '  which  gave  any  satisfaction  whatever,  being  quinine, 
used  as  a  spray  to  the  fauces,  in  conjunction  with  its  internal  ad- 
ministration; that  the  favorable  results  obtained  from  its  use 
were  due  to  any  antiseptic  properties,  I  am  not  prepared  to  con- 
cede. 

From  drugs  given  upon  the  theory  that  the  disease  might  be 
■of  nervous  origin,  little  better  can  be  said:  cannabis  indica, 
"hyoscyamus,  belladonna,  and  all  others  of  that  class,  have  been  of 
little  avail;  so,  too,  cocaine,  either  internally  or  as  a  spray — 
though  my  experience  with  it  has  been  rather  limited — has 
proven  unsatisfactory.  Bromides  have,  however,  been  extensively 
prescribed  (because  of  their  tranquilizing  effect),  and  with  con- 
siderable success;  not  in  abating  or  curing  the  disease,  but  in 
modifying  its  severity.  Upon  the  bromides,  then,  I  have  come 
to  chiefly  rely,  though  in  many  cases  where  there  is  difficulty  in 
retaining  nauseous  medicines,  I  give  with  almost  equally  bene- 
ficial results: 

R    Codeinae  sulphatis  £r-j« 
Syrupi  scillae  comp.        f.  5  ij- 
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Syrupi  tolutani  f.  5  vi. 

Syrupi  pruni  virgin.    1     f.  £  j. 

Misce.  Sig.  One-half,  to  one  teaspoonful  every  two  or  three 
hours  for  a  child  of  two  years  of  age. 

All  opiates  other  than  codeine  are  preferably  eschewed. 
Chloral  is  excellent  in  many  cases,  but  I  usually  depend  upon 
the  above  formula  or  the  elixir  of  bromide  of  potassium. 

Recently,  however,  because  of  its  wonderful  effect  in  controll- 
ing nervous  pain,  like  migraine,  neuralgia,  etc.,  and  its  surpris- 
ing sedative  properties,  I  have  resorted  to  antipyrine  with,  thus 
far,  the  best  results  derived  from  any  one  drug,  or  combination 
of  drugs.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  curative — in  fact  nothing  is — but 
it  does  control  the  severity  of  the  paroxysms  to  a  gratifying  ex- 
tent.   For  a  child  of  two  years,  I  write : 

R     Antipyrin  3  i. 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  q.  s.  ut.  ft.  solut. 
Add: 

Syrupi  pruni  Virg.  ad.  ij. 

Misce.  Sig.  One  teaspooful  every  six  hours,  continued 
throughout  the  entire  course  of  the  affection  if  indicated. 

The  bromide  mixture  may  be  given  between  each  of  these 
doses,  with  advantage  in  some  cases. 

Of  course  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken  to  insure  proper  diet 
and  the  best  hygienic  surroundings,  for  upon  these,  coupled  with, 
sustaining  agents,  may  depend  the  life  of  the  little  patient. 
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CIRCULAR  LETTER  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  TEXAS  STATE 
MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

^Official.] 

Texas  State  Medical  Association,  Executive  Office,  ) 
Galveston,  Texas,  July  16,  1888.  j 

To  the  Members  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  ; 

I  have  just  received  official  information  through  the  Secretary 
of  the  Association  that  the  funds  in  the  treasury  are  insufficient 
to  pay  for  the  'publication  of  the  Transaction  of  the  Galveston 
meeting  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Surgical  Cases, 
which  is  supplemental  to  the  Transactions.  I  have  also  been 
notified  through  the  same  official  that  many  members  are  in 
arrears  of  animal  dues,  payment  of  which  would  more  than  dis- 
charge all  liabilities. 

The  amount  of  deficiency  is  about  $250,  and  unless  it  be  made 
up,  the  Annual  Volume  of  Transactions  and  Surgical  Report  re- 
ferred to  must  either  fall  below  their  predecessors  in  style  and 
completeness,  or  not  issue  at  all.  Both  of  which  contingencies 
are  alike  incompatible  with  the  dignity  and  advancement  of  the 
Association,  and  cannot  be  permitted  to  prevail. 

The  superior  merit  of  the  matter  comprised  in  the  former  num- 
bers of  the  published  transactions  has  been  the  means  of  elevat- 
ing the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  to  a  position  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  the  similiar  institutions  of  this  country,  and  invest- 
ing its  members  with  a  title  which  challenges  the  respect  of 
medical  men  everywhere.  The  able  Reports  of  the  distinguished 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Surgical  Cases  have  created  a 
name  for  Texas  Surgery,  fame  for  her  Surgeons,  and  have  re- 
ceived the  highest  commendations  of  the  medical  press  of  this 
country  and  Europe. 

The  high  estate  of  distinction  and  usefulness  into  which  the 
Association  has  grown,  can  only  be  maintained  by  publishing 
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these  Reports,  for  they  are  simply  the  records  of  the  zeal  and 
labor  of  its  members. 

A  tax  of  $5  per  annum  is  imposed  upon  each  member,  under 
the  provision  of  Article  V  of  the  By-laws,  for  the  support  of  the 
Association,  compliance  with  which  would  create  a  revenue  am- 
ple for  all  purposes  whatever.  This  law,  however,  has  been  so 
generally  overlooked  during  the  present  year  as  to  cause  serious 
financial  embarrassment  and  constrain  the  Executive  to  issue 
this  notice.  The  vital  interests  of  the  Association  must  not  be 
allowed  to  suffer  on  account  of  want  of  money;  and  to  prevent 
which,  delinquents  are  earnestly  requested  to  respond  promptly 
to  the  Secretary's  notification,  which  will  issue  with  the  least 
possible  delay  ;  if  they  should  not,  a  call  will  be  made  for  volun- 
tary contributions  to  meet  the  present  exigency. 

With  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  professional 
pride  of  my  associates,  and  a  strong  faith  in  their  fidelity  to  sl 
common  purpose, 

I  am  very  faithfully, 

J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D., 
President  Tex.  S.  M.  Association. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Fourth  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical 
Society  was  held  in  Medical  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Austin,  on  the 
14th  day  of  June,  1888. 

Dr.  Thos.  D.  Wooten,  President,  called  the  society  to  order 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

After  disposing  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership  :  Drs.  W.  P.  Flem- 
ming,  of  Georgetown  ;  G.  B.  Underhill,  of  New  Braunfels  ;  J.  R. 
Reeve,  of  Johnson  City,  Blanco  county  ;  B.  B.  Church,  of  Aus- 
tin; J.  A.  Davis,  of  Lunatic  Asylum,  Austin,  and  H.  Leonards, 
of  New  Braunfels. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  several  letters  from  prominent 
members  had  been  received,  expressing  regrets  at  not  being  able 
to  attend. 
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Dr.  F.  R.  Martin,  of  Kyle,  who  was  detained  at  home  on  ac- 
count of  a  severe  attack  of  conjunctivitis,  sent  in  an  interesting 
report  of  three  cases  of  poisoning  ;  one  with  thirty  grains  of  sul- 
phate copper  and  three  grains  of  sulphate  strychnia  ;  another 
with  coal  oil,  and  the  other  with  buck-eye,  a  familiar  red  berry 
which  grows  on  a  small  tree  in  the  country.  All  three  cases  re- 
covered. The  report  was  read  by  J.  D.  Underbill  and  referred 
to  the  Publishing  Committee. 

In  discussing  the  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Martin,  Dr.  Morris  said 
his  observations  concerning  the  effects  of  buckeye  coincided  with 
those  expressed  by  Dr.  Martin,  that  the  symptoms  were  nearly 
identical  wTith  those  of  stramonium  and  bella  donna  poisoning  ; 
and  that  the  indications  for  treatment  were  practically  the  same. 

Dr.  Wooten  remarked  that  he  was  always  interested  in  the  re- 
ports of  such  cases,  because  they  are  emergency  cases  to  which 
every  physician  is  liable  to  be  called,  and  he  should  know  how  to 
meet  snch  emergies.  To  him  it  was  unaccountable  how  the  pa- 
tient could  take  thirty  grains  of  sulphate  copper  without  its  pro- 
ducing emesis  and  thereby  ejecting  the  three  grains  of  strychnia. 

Dr.  Denton,  referring  to  the  case  poisoned  by  coal  oil,  stated 
that  he  had  seen  a  number  of  such  cases  among  the  insane  where 
the  drug  was  taken  with  suicidal  extent.  In  every  case  the 
symptoms  were  similar  to  turpentine  poisoning — profound  intox- 
ication, strangury,  etc.  He  did  not  know  how  much  kerosine 
was  taken  in  each  case,  but  in  one  he  thought  more  than  a  pint 
had  been  swallowed. 

Dr.  Bennett  read  the  next  paper  entitled  :  " Hemorrhoids,  Fis- 
sures and  Fistula  in  A  no,  arid  their  Treatment.1" 

In  the  treatment  of  hemorrhoidal  tumors,  the  following  plan 
was  advocated  :  First  divulse  the  splincter  and  then  catch  up 
the  tumors  with  a  pair  of  dressing  forceps  and  then  break  them 
down  roughly  with  a  metacarpal  saw  or  the  point  of  a  scalpel. 
The  aim  is  to  make  a  contused  or  lacerated  wound,  in  order  to 
prevent  undue  hemorrhage.  The  paper  being  upon  a  most  prac- 
tical subject,  was  discussed  at  some  length  by  Drs.  Sam  Cunning- 
ham, Underhill,  Denton,  Wooten,  Swearingen,  Tyner  and  Mc- 
Laughlin. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION,  3  O'CLOCK. 

Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin  read  a  paper  entitled:  "The  Pathology 
and  Treatment  of  Chronic  Endo-ce? vicitis. " 

The  paper  was  carefully  written  and  in  the  main  was  a  concise 
resume  of  the  Apostoli  method  of  treating  uterine  disease  by 
electricity. 

A  very  lively  discussion  followed,  the  bent  of  which  was 
against  electricity  as  a  remedial  agent  as  now  understood  and 
practiced.  Dr.  Swearingen,  Denton,  Wooten,  Cock  and  W.  M. 
Cunningham  engaged  in  the  discussion. 

Dr.  G.  B.  Underhill  read  a  very  scientific  paper  entitled  :  "The 
I nfliiejice  of  Malarial  Poison  Upon  the  Upper  Abdo?ni?ial  Viscera, 
Especially  Upon  the  Spleen." 

The  author  attempted  to  account  for  the  various  phenomena 
observed  in  malarial  disease  by  the  action  of  the  poison  upon 
the  ganglionic  system  of  the  nerves.  This  paper  will  be  read 
with  much  interest  by  physicians  in  malarial  districts.  It  was 
especially  complimented. 

Dr.  Sam  Cunningham  read  a  voluntary  report  of  a  "Case  of 
Plcenta  Prcevia  with  Twins. — Recovery." 

Remarks  were  made  upon  this  paper  by  Drs.  Bennett,  Denton, 
Swearingen,  \V.  M.  Cunningham  and  Wooten. 

Under  the  head  of  reports  of  cases  Dr.  Wooten  stated  that  he 
had  been  called  that  morning  to  a  child  about  six  years  of  age 
with  a  bean  lodged  somewhere  in  the  left  bronchus.  The  bean 
had  been  in  this  position  three  or  four  days  before  he  saw  the 
patient.  There  was  broncho-pneumonia,  as  was  evidenced  by 
considerable  dullness  over  all  the  upper  portion  of  the  left  lung, 
and  the  terperature  at  1020  F. 

The  question  was  asked  :  4  'What  shall  be  done  ?  Operate  or 
adopt  the  more  conservative  course?"  The  flatter  advice  pre- 
vailed. 

Dr.  A.  X.  Denton  read  a  paper  on  "The  Management  of  the 
Insane"  it  being  a  continuation  of  a  paper  read  on  the  same 
subject  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  society.! 

The  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Preston,  Swearingen  and 
McLaughlin. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


23 


Dr.  Denton  was  requested  by  the  Society  to  continue  the  sub- 
ject at  the  September  meeting. 

The  papers  were  all  referred  to  the  Publishing  Committee  and 
will  appear  in  the  Journal  in  the  near  future. 

[It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  discussions  were  not  reported, 
since  they  would  have  been  of  greater  value  to  the  profession 
than  the  papers.  Discussion  gives  the  opinion  of  many  instead 
of  one. — Ed.] 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Swearingen  and  Bennett  was 
appointed,  to  act  with  the  committee  from  the  State  Association, 
to  secure  rooms  for  a  Medical  Museum  and  Library  in  the  new 
capitol. 

The  Society  expressed  regrets  at  Dr.  Daniel's  not  being 
able  to  attend  the  meeting,  but  congratulated  him  upon  getting 
the  upper  hand  of  an  attack  of  cholera. 

There  being  no  other  business,  the  Society  adjourned  after  a 
most  pleasurable  and  profitable  day's  work,  to  meet  again  in 
Austin  in  September  next. 

T.  J.  Bennett,  Secretary. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  TERRELL  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Dr.  L,.  M.  Stroud  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Webb,  in  lieu  of  a  paper,  reported  a  case  in  obstetrics. 
Case  progressed  slowly  for  four  or  five  hours;  was  seized  with 
convulsions  shortly  after  the  child  was  born.  Gave  tine, 
veratrum  viride,  gtts.  xx,  subcutaneously;  pulse  soon  fell  down 
to  50;  emesis  was  freely  induced;  very  sick  at  the  stomach; 
followed  with  alcoholic  stimulants.  Patient  reacted  well,  and  is 
now  convalescing. 

Dr.  Garrett  reported  a  case  in  obstetrics.  Convulsions  setting 
in  with  a  surprising  degree  of  violence,  gave  veratrum  viride,  gtts. 
vii,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  gave  gtts.  v.  per-os;  reaction  fol- 
lowed. Patient,  without  any  untowed  symptoms,  made  a  good 
recover}-;  generally  followed  with  an  active  purge. 

Dr.  Nelson  cited  a  case  manifesting  the  toxical  effects  of  the 
oil  of  tansey.     Very  drowsy,  speech  incoherent,  respirations 
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hurried,  heart's  action  tumultuous.  Gave  ammonia,  digitalis, 
and  brandy.    Patient  slowly,  but  effectually,  recovered. 

Dr.  Orr  cited  a  case  of  fracture  of  the  upper  third  of  the  femur, 
resulting  in  a  compound  comminunted  fracture;  described  his 
mode  of  bandaging,  using  wet  pasteboards  so  cut  as  to  fit  accu- 
rately; knew  but  little  of  the  clinical  history,  but  learned  that  it 
was  of  an  intensely  strumous  diathesis;  had  suffered  from 
rachitis,  but  the  case  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 

Dr.  Stroud  thought  the  bandage  as  used  by  Prof.  Yandall,. 
known  as  the  plaster-Paris,  or  spica,  bandage,  well  adapted  tx> 
such  cases. 

Dr.  Simonton  cited  a  case  of  incontinence  in  an  adult  male, 
unable  to  void  urine  unless  in  a  warm  bath,  and  then  his  bowels 
will  move;  now  the  case  is  becoming  quite  annoying.  Gave 
morphia  sulphas,  cocaine,  and  applied  fluid  extract  Phytolacca  to 
the  prostatic  region.  The  prostate  gland  eventually  abscessed, 
and,  being  opened,  relief  followed. 

Dr.  Smiley,  being  a  strong  advocate  of  the  resolvent  properties 
of  phytolacca,  held  that  to  be  of  material  benefit,  it  must  be  ap- 
plied in  the  incipient  stages. 

Dr.  Smith  cited  a  case  of  gonorrhoeal  ophthalmia,  in  which  he 
used  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  in  conjunction  with  nitrate  of 
silver,  and  combined  with  cocaine,  but  does  not  use  cocaine  perse, 
and  held  that  where  the  purulent  effusion  is  allowed  to  accumu- 
late, it  would  excite  inflammation,  which  often  proves  destructive 
to  the  eye.  He  insists  in  strict  cleanliness  in  all  affections  of  the 
eye  and  ear. 

Dr.  White  read  an  excellent  paper  upon  the  physiological  ef- 
fects of  hyoscin,  and  especially  referred  to  its  hypnotic  effect, 
which  is  superior  to  morphia  or  chloral  hydrate. 

Dr.  Strain  cited  two  cases  of  labor,  each  one  making  apparently 
an  average  [?]  and  thought  it  rather  strange  to  find  in  both  com- 
plete laceration,  and,  as  he  stated  it,  having  laced  them  up, 
keeping  them  quiet  and  bowels  quiet  for  a  few  days,  each  did 
well.  He  thought  there  must  be  some  climatic  influence  favor- 
ing rupture,  as  each  one  was  well  developed,  having  roomy 
passages. 
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Dr.  Smith  read  a  most  excellent  paper  upon  corneal  ulceration,, 
and  in  closing  his  remarks  upon  the  affections  of  the  eye,  said 
that  when  a  patient  calls  on  a  physician  for  treatment  of  an  eye 
affection,  and  he  is  not  entirely  satisfied  as  to  his  diagnosis,  the 
best  application  will  be  found  in  atropia,  2  grs.  to  4  grs.  to  the 
drachm  of  water,  with  a  little  cocaine  added,  four  to  five  times 
daily,  dropped  into  the  inner  can  thus. 

Dr.  Nelson  cited  a  case  of  chancroids,  it  being  impossible  to 
draw  down  the  prepuce.  Injecting  cocaine  he  performed  circum- 
cission,  but  after  the  parts  healed,  he  found  a  septum  had 
formed  above  the  former,  and  necessitated  a  second  operation, 
which  resulted  satisfactorily. 

Dr.  Stroud  cited  a  case  that  had  miscarried  five  times  in  suc- 
cession, and  asked  the  opinion  of  the  members  as  to  the  probable 
cause,  if  any,  outside  of  the  artificial  habit  of  the  uterus  in 
throwing  off  its  contents  at  regular  periods,  which  is  a  recognized 
fact. 

Dr.  Dumas  said  that  he  had  a  similar  case,  and  attributed  the 
cause  in  this  case  to  riding  to  town  every  week  in  a  wagon,  and 
thought  that  where  caution  was  observed,  these  apparent  period- 
ical returns  would  not  occur. 

Dr.  Inabnit  thought  habit  influenced  the  genito-urinary  pas- 
sages in  a  very  decided  manner. 

Dr.  Monday  thought  latent  syphilis  was  more  frequently  the 
cause  of  the  various  accidents  to  gestation  than  almost  all  other 
causes  combined. 

Dr.  Nelson  cited  a  case  of  spinal  irritation,  and  subsequently 
discovered  an  accumulation  of  pus  in  the  thigh,  made  an  incis- 
sion,  evacuated  a  large  secretion,  which  continued  to  discharge 
through  a  drainage  tube. 

Dr.  Stroud  cited  a  case  similar,  in  which  the  pus  found  its  way 
into  the  peritoneal  fold  opposite  the  anterior  superior  spinous 
process  of  the  ilium,  and  from  which  he  withdrew  a  large  quan- 
tity of  pus. 

Dr.  Anthony  cited  the  case  of  a  pelvic  abscess,  the  pus  con- 
tents finding  its  way  to  the  lungs,  and  ejected  per  os. 

Dr.  Smiley  held  that  where  hysterical  or  choreaic  symptoms 
manifest  themselves,  we  should  institute  a  close  examination  of 
the  uterus  and  its  apendages. 
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EAST  LINE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Texas,  June  10,  1888. 

The  East  Line  Medical  Association  of  Texas  met  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant on  the  5th  of  June,  and  had  a  splendid  meeting.  About 
thirty  members  were  present.  Eleven  new  applications  were  re- 
ceived for  membership.  Some  very  valuable  papers  were  read. 
Dr.  Blythe,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  read  a  most  excellent  paper  on 
"Antiseptics,"  which  showed  close  reading  and  hard  study. 

Dr.  S.  T.  Musick,  of  Pittsburg,  reported  a  case  of  ovariotomy. 

Dr.  Yoakum  read  a  paper  on  "Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Nose," 
and  reported  four  cases  of  the  same. 

Dr.  C.  O.  Mathews  read  a  valuable  paper  on  "Hydrogen  Gas 
as  a  Diagnostic  Means  in  Intestinal  Perforations,"  quoting  ex- 
tensively from  Prof.  Senn. 

Dr.  Westbrook  quoted  Prof.  Gaston,  of  Atlanta,  who  gave  a 
saline  injection  as  diagnostic  means. 

Dr.  Cunningham  asked  if  it  was  right  to  probe  a  gun-shot 
wound? 

Dr.  J.  T.  Music  answered,  that  we  are  not  justified  in  probing 
gun-shot  wounds . 

Dr.  Crutcher  verbally  reported  a  case  of  amputation  of  the 
upper  third  of  humerus. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Musick  verbally  reported  a  case  of  tetanus  from  gun- 
shot wound,  and  asked  the  best  known  remedies. 

Dr.  M.  Smith  answered,  that  Prof.  Hodgens  of  St.  Louis, 
claims  as  a  specific  four  drops  of  Fowler's  solution  of  arsenic 
every  four  hours.  Dr.  J.  T.  Musick  believes  amputation  to  be 
the  remedy. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Music  reported,  verbally,  a  case  of  lacerated  per- 
ineum, including  the  sphincter  ani  and  two  inches  of  the  rectum, 
four  or  five  months  after  confinement.    Operated;  recovery. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Riddle  reported  a  case  of  placenta  praevia,  "four 
months  enciente,"  twice  in  same  patient,  resulting  in  death  the 
last  time  by  forcibly  taking  contents  from  uterus. 

Dr.  S.  O.  Moore  verbally  reported  a  case  of  a  man  who,  while 
cutting  wood,  let  the  ax  glance  and  cut  off  part  of  the  moleolus. 
Excessive  pains;  had  trouble  with  the  chloroform  the  second 
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time  it  was  given.  Believed  it  was  caused  by  a  shattered 
nervous  system. 

Dr.  Yoakum  reported  two  cases  of  constipation  relieved  by 
rectal  injections  of  pure  glycerine,  reading  an  extract  from  the 
Therapeutic  Gazette  on  the  "Practical  Application  of  Glycerine 
in  Medicine,"  which  brought  out  quite  a  discussion. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Musick  agreed  with  the  paper.  Dr.  M.  Smith  had 
tried  it  in  several  cases.  In  some  it  acted  well;  but  in  others, 
where  he  looked  for  good  results,  was  sadly  disappointed.  He 
did  not  think  so  well  of  it.  Dr.  O.  S.  Moore  had  used  it  very 
successfully,  by  the  stomach.  He  thought  it  a  splendid  reme- 
dy, especially  in  children.  His  best  formula  was: 
B  Creosote  gtt.  % 

Bismuth  gr.  i. 

Glycerine  Z  i- 

for  a  child  1  to  1^  years  old. 

Dr.  Yoakum  verbally  reported  a  case  in  which  a  man  was 
bitten  on  glans  penis  by  a  small  tick,  which  had  caused  slough- 
ing off  of  two-thirds  of  penis  and  nearly  all  of  the  scrotum,  leav- 
ing only  about  an  inch  of  integument  on  the  upper  side,  next  to 
the  body;  testicles  hanging  far  below,  impossible  to  cover  them 
with  flap.  Query:  What  is  best  to  be  done  in  this  case, 
castrate,  or  try  plastic  operation? 

This  closed  the  Section  work.  This  Association  is  composed 
principally  of  young  men,  who  are  making  long  strides  in  ad- 
vanced medicine.  Many  of  them  are  going  annually  to  the  post- 
graduate schools  of  medicine.  We  meet  at  Greenville,  Texas, 
and  all  the  M.  Ds.  are  urged  to  attend  with  us,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  October,  next,  and  give  aid  to  those  who  are  striving 
to  lift  our  noble  profession  out  of  the  reach  of  quacks  and  charla- 
tans.   "Come  all." 

A  Member. 

PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 


The  members  of  this  Association  must  arouse  from  their  leth- 
argy and  indifference.  They  must  be  stirred  up  !  But,  what  will 
move  them  ?    It  is  too  much  to  expect  of  the  Secretary  that  he 
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shall  send  you  half  dozen  notices  of  assessment,  and  to  have  to 
dun  you  for  the  contribution  of  $1.00  levied  on  each  for  the  ben- 
eficiary of  a  deceased  brother.  Assessment  No.  6,  for  benefit  of  the 
heirs  of  Dr.  Wm.  Glover,  was  sent  out  April  10,  and  to  date  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  have  been  paid  in,  which  amount 
has  been  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Glover,  (less  the  expense  of  collec- 
tion,) eighty-six  dollars  at  one  time  and  thirty-five  dollars  lately, 
and  there  are  still  twenty  or  thirty  members  who  have  not  res- 
ponded to  notices  sent.  The  names  of  those  who  have  paid  to 
date  are  as  follows  : 

Daniel,  F.  E.,  Daniels,  J.  G.,  Daniel,  J.  W.,  Wolff,  Sholars, 
Cupples,  Spring,  Swearingen,  Day,  Duchiene,  Dupree,  J.  W., 
Dupree,  W.  J.,  Towsey,  Coffey,  Buck,  Matthews,  T.  M.;  Mat- 
thews, W.J.,  Sterrett,  Paine,  Brown,  Styles,  S.  F.,  Styles,  T.W., 
Myers,  Powell,  Taylor,  M.  A.,  Taylor,  W.  A.,  Taylor,  R.  A., 
Hardy,  Weller,  McFarland,  Inabnit,  Tompkins,  Paulus,  Webb, 
Harrington,  Gray,  Ball,  Strain,  Tidwell,  Hill,  Morris,  Francis, 
Thhrpe,  Throckmorton,  Hons.  Scales,  Perkins,  Keating,  Osborne, 
Mayfield,  Ford,  Murphy,  Smith,  Q.  C,  Smith,  Bat.,  Tinsley, 
Litten,  McClintock,  Fox,  Martin,  Gregg,  Wilson,  Jamison,  W.G., 
Jamison,  J.  T.  Y..  Evans,  A.  D.,  Evans,  A.  H.,  Frazer,  Field, 
Wadgyman,  Fennell,  Shuford,  Burke,  Bowers,  Patton  and  Pat- 
ton,  Denman,  Talley,  Lancaster,  Harrison,  C.  M,,  Harrison,  R. 
H.,  Sr.,  Harrison,  R.  H.,  Jr.,  Denton,  Seymour,  Sams,  May, 
Getzwiller,  Foster,  McGehee,  Wakefield,  Stinson,  Fry,  Kaiser, 
Bell,  McCreary,  Southworth,  Witherspoon,  Jones,  E. ;  Bass,  J.  D.; 
Musick,  Crawford,  Bundy,  Davis,  Hamilton,  Burger.  Burroughs, 
Cain,  Barbee,  Nicholson,  Starnes,  Abney,  Beck,  Burrows,  Vaw- 
ter,  Robinson,  (Todd),  Bruce,  Maddox,  Grace,  J.  E. ;  Grace,  H. 
C;  Treadwell,  Phillips,  Phillips,  J.  T.;  Felder,  Reeves,  Harmer, 
Johnson,  Burton,  Burts. 

The  twenty  odd  delinquents  have  been  again  notified  ;  it  may 
be  that  some  failed  to  receive  notices,  and  whatever  amount  of 
the  outstanding  assessment  may  be  received  will  be  forwarded  to 
Mrs.  Glover  at  once. 

Assessment  No.  7  has  been  sent  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs 
of  Dr.  Y.  D.  Harrington,  of  Terrell,  lately  deceased.  We  hope, 
members  will  respond  a  little  more  promptly  than  they  did  to 
assessment  No.  6. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COLLABOBATOES :   — 

Dr.  B.  M.  Swearingen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Anionio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine.  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osbom,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  B.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Docrinu,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  Yoik. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.  Memphis,  Tenn. 


NOTICE  TO  SUBSCRIBERS. 


This  number  begins  volume  four  of  the  Journal,.  All  of  the 
original  subscribers,  i.  e.y  those  whose  subscription  begins  with 
number  one — July — are  notified  of  the  expiration  of  their  paid 
subscription,  and  are  respectfully  invited  to  renew  as pjomptly  as 
possible.  We  need  the  money  ; — yet  knowing  that  pay  day  in 
the  country  comes  usually  only  with  the  harvest  time  for  the 
cotton  crops,  we  will  cheerfully  indulge  those  who  are  not  pre- 
pared to  pay  at  present.  There  are  very  many,  however,  who 
can  find  a  $2  bill  at  any  season,  and  to  such  we  say,  "  we  will 
be  much  pleased  to  hear  from  you ;  we  give  you  a  good  journal,, 
and  spare  no  pains  or  expense  ;  help  us  pay  for  it." 


KETTLE  AND  POT. 

The  N.  Y.  Medical  Record  complains  that  "under  the  fostering 
care  of  the  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  a  sys- 
tem of  specialty  advertising  has  sprung  up  amongst  the  physi- 
cians of  the  West. ' '  Under  the  fostering  care  of  what  system  of 
ethics  sprung  up  the  Bulletin- Physician- Advet  Using- Racket  f  and 
the  Interview-advertising-of-cancer-cure-specialty  ? 


3° 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


The  Journal  of  the  A.  M.  A.  intimates  that  a  distinguished 
New  York  Doctor,  not  remotely  connected^  with  the  Record,  is  a 
genius-at-getting-hiniself  interviewed  ; — and  that  he  had  almost 
gotten  himself  interviewed  (on  cancer)  to  the  extent  of  being 
"sent  for"  by  Emperor  Frederick, — at  least  that  there  was  a  hint 
thrown  out  in  an  "interview,"  that  if  he  were  "sent  for,"  he 
could'  nt  go  ! — A  modest  man  is  Shrady  ! 


The  Transactions  T.  S.  M.  A.  will  be  issued  next  month, 
from  the  Steam  Job  Printing  establishment  of  Eugene  von  Boeck- 
mann,  Austin,  the  same  house  whence  issued  the  very  credit- 
able volumes  of  the  last  year  or  so. 

It  is  desired  to  call  attention  of  authors  of  papers  to  the  actual 
necessity  of  getting  up  their  papers  in  such  shape,  at  least,  as  to 
be  readable.  It  is  surprising  that  some  authors  of  really  good 
papers  are  so  slipshod  and  indifferent  as  to  send  their  articles  in; 
written  in  pencil,  with  words  half  written,  and  with  such 
abbreviations  as  "no"  for  number;  etc.  These  find  an  early 
grave  in  the  waste  basket.  Others  are  written  on  both  sides  of 
the  sheet,  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  all  printing  establishments, 
which  surely  condemns  the  article  to  the  scrap-bag.  The  Pub- 
lishing Committee  carefully  edit  the  papers  which  are  selected, 
and  go  so  far  as  to  correct  errors — they  are  very  accommodating, 
but  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  will  re-write  a  paper  of 
twenty  or  thirty  pages  this  kind  of  weather.  Some  papers  are 
beautifully  gotten  up,  and  are  type- written.  It  is  a  luxury  to 
edit  such  contributions. 


Married — Tyner-Denisen — In  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Wednes- 
day, July  25,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel :  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  of  Aus- 
tin, to  Miss  Emma  Denisen,  of  Memphis.  No  cards.  Dr.  Tyner 
.and  his  accomplished  bride  left  Memphis  for  New  York  imme- 
diately after  the  ceremony  and  will  sail  for  Europe  August  1 . 

Dr.  Tyner  is  the  regular  delegate  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
.Asssociation  to  the  British  Medical  Society  and  will  attend  its 
meeting  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  September  7.  After  which  the 
bridal  couple  will  make  the  tour  of  Europe  and  the  Continent, 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


31 


the  doctor  visiting  the  hospitals  of  all  the  great  medical  centres 
Eerlin,  Vienna,  Paris,  London,  Edinbnrg,  etc.  From  these  points 
he  will  contribute  letters  to  this  Journal,  and  will  return  with 
his  bride  to  Austin  late  in  October.  Our  sincere  congratulations 
are  tendered  our  distinguished  friend,  and  his  bride  and  they  have 
the  Journal's  best  wishes  for  a  pleasant  journey — both  through 
Europe,  and — through  life;    Bo?i  voyage. 


Our  Advertisers. — The  fall  and  winter  announcements  of 
several  first  class  Medical  Colleges  will  be  found  in  this  issue, 
and  we  advise  physicians  and  students  to  ?  cad  them  carefully ; 
there  is  something  of  great  interest  in  each,  and  they  are  not 
merely  formal  announcements  of  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
sessions.  We  cannot  "  puff"  any  of  them — they  do  not  need  it; 
and  to  single  out  any  one  or  two  for  special  mention  would  ap- 
pear unfair,  while  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  we  should  give 
each,  as  well  as  all  other  new  advertisements >  a  separate  editorial 
mention.  This  has  become  customary,  we  know;  but  it  is  as  sense- 
less, as  it  is  unjust  to  the  publisher.  It  is  giving  up  large  space 
to  notices  which  it  is  questionable  if  any  read,  seeing  at  a  glance 
what  the}-  are.  So  we  call  attention  to  all  of  our  advertisements; 
they  constitute  a  very  interesting  feature  of  the  Journal. 

Among  the  advertisements  will  be  found  also  something  of 
more  than  ordinary  interest  from  manufacturing  chemists — the 
several  proprietry  articles  of  artificial  foods  and  stimulants,  for 
instance,  which  are  especially  adapted  to  the  season.  Read 
them  all ;  we  are  abundantly  favored  in  patronage  in  this  depart- 
ment, for  which  we  return  here  our  acknowledgments.  In  cor- 
responding with  any  of  our  advertisers,  please  mention  the 
Journal. 

Membranous  Croup  in  a  Child  Thirteen  Months  of  Agl' 
Recovery. — Our  young  friend,  S.  W.  English,  M.  D.,  of  Hollis, 
writes  us  of  an  interesting  case  of  membranous  croup  in  a  child, 
thirteen  months  of  age,  which  he  treated  successfully  with  alum, 
steam,  warm  water,  (1040  F.),  baths,  stimulants  and  milk.  The 
doctor  lays  great  stress  on  the  efficacy  of  alum  in  causing  the 
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false  membrane  to  be  thrown  off.  He  also  emphasizes  the  value 
of  warm  baths  in  extreme  dyspnoea  and  cyanosis.  On  several 
occasions  in  the  present  case,  the  Doctor  thought  tracheotomy 
would  have  to  be  performed,  but  upon  replacing  the  child  in  the 
warm  bath  relief  came  every  time.  He  also  claims  that  this  is 
the  first  case  on  record  of  recovery  from  membranous  croup  in 
one  so  young. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  calls 
attention  of  members  to  the  circular  letter  of  President  Paine  ; 
this  will  be  sent  out  in  circular  form  immediately  after  this  num- 
ber of  the  Journal,  and  as  every  deli?iqne?it  knows  he  is  delin- 
quent, and  just  how  much  he  owes,  it  is  hoped  those  whom  the  cap 
fits,  will  accept  it  as  intended  for  them.  If  he  can  do  no  better  let 
him  remit  one  yeay' s  dues  at  least,  and  this  will  entitle  him  to  re- 
ceive a  copy  of  the  Transactions.  A  word  to  the  wise ;  those 
who  do  not  help  pay  for  it,  should  not  be  disappointed  if  they 
do  not  receive  a  copy. 

Remit  to  J.  Larendon,  M.  D.,  Treasurer,  Houston,  and  not  to 
the  Secretary. 


The  Bulletin  Racket. — It  is  to  be  hoped  that  now  '  'Wash- 
ington Matthews,"  "H.  C.  Yarrow,"  et  at,  have  out-Shradied 
Shrady  et  al.  in  the  Bulletin-advertising-scheme,  and  pushed  the 
thing  in  Sheridan's  case  to  the  point  of  exciting  emesis, — a 
reaction  will  follow,  and  the  practice  will  be  abolished.  The 
bulletins  are  intended  to  let  the  people  know  who  are  considered 
the  "leading  physicians,"  it  being  supposed  that  distinguished 
citizens  will  select  as  their  attendants  the  most  distinguished  of 
the  profession.  Strange  infatuation  !  A  celebrated  physician  needs 
no  puffing. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  our  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  Frank  A. 
Tompkins,  of  Sandy  Point,  was  cowardly  and  brutally  assaulted 
recently,  and  dangerously  wounded.  He  had  had  some  words 
with  a  person  named  Day,  but  it  had  been  amicably  adjusted,  ap- 
parently,— but  while  Dr.  Tompkins  was  returning  home  from  a 
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professional  visit,  the  ruffianly  fellow  slipped  up  behind  liim,  and 
shot  him  in  the  back  with  a  load  of  buckshot !  At  last  accounts 
the  attending  physicians  thought  there  was  a  chance  for  Dr. 
Tompkins'  recovery — a  mere  chance.  The  Doctor  is  a  chivalrous 
■South  Carolina  gentleman,  a  ripe  scholar,  and  an  experienced 
physician, — one  of  the  best  citizens  of  his  county,  and  his  large 
circle  of  friends  are  grieved  to  hear  of  his  severe  misfortune. 


Death  of  Dr.  Purnell. — Many  of  the  Alumni  of  the  Old 
University  of  Louisiana  Medical  College  will  be  grieved  to  learn 
of  the  death  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Purnell,  familiarly  known  to  a  large 
circle  of  friends  as  "Tennie."  This  most  estimable  gentleman 
and  physician  died  at  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  July  3d  inst. 
He  was  a  most  genial  companion  and  friend,  and  an  ornament  to 
the  medical  profession.  He  was  in  his  50th  year.  "Green  grow 
the  grass  o'er  thy  grave,"  dear  Tennie  Purnell. 


^VIeDICAL  JNTEWS  AND  ^WlISCELLANY. 

Transplantation  of  Nerve  from  a  Rabbit  to  Man. — The 
1ST.  Y.  Record,  of  June  9th,  contains  an  account  taken  from  the 
Vienna  correspondent  of  the  British  Medical  Journal  of  a  unique 
operation.  The  operator  was  Dr,  Gersung,  an  assistant  of  Bill- 
broth,  and  the  patient  was  Professor  Fleischel.  Prof.  Fleischel 
Teceived  a  wound  sixteen  years  ago,  while  holding  a  post  mortem 
examination,  which  resulted  in  inflammation  of  the  right  hand 
and  ann,  and  finally,  gangrene  of  the  terminal  phalanx  of  the 
thumb,  which  was  amputated.  Neuromata  developed,  attended 
with  great  pain,  and  the  branches  of  the  radial  and  median 
nerves  were  successively  resected,  until  the  thumb  and  nearly  all 
the  forefinger  became  anesthetic.  New  neuromata  continued  to 
develope,  however,  and  the  pains  became  so  great  that  the  patient 
wished  to  undergo  another  operation,  in  order  to^procure  at  least 
some  temporary  relief.  Tho  neuroma  was  excised  and  the  j  ends 
of  the  nerves  cut  smooth.    About  two  and  one-third  inches  of 
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the  sciatic  nerve  of  a  rabbit  was  then  inserted  between  the  cen- 
tral stump  of  the  median  nerve  and  its  digital  branches  and 
then  properly  sutured.  Healing  took  place  by  first  intention. 
All  pain  ceased  soon  after  the  operation.  Two  months  have  now 
elapsed,  and  sensibility  is  becoming  reestablished  in  the  parts. 
The  ultimate  result  of  this  operation  will  be  awaited  with  great 
interest. 

The  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynaecological  Associa- 
tion will  meet  at  Birmingham,  Alabama,  on  the  nth  of  Sep- 
tember and  hold  three  days.  We  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  a 
special  invitation.  A  very  profitable  meeting  is  anticipated. 
Dr.  W.  H.  B.  Davis,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  is  Secretary. 


Antidote  to  Serpent  Venom. — Dr.  H.  C.  Yarrow,  Curator 
of  Reptiles  in  the  National  Museum  {Forest  and  Stream,  May 
ioth)  announced  that  he  has  discovered  the  fluid  extract  of  jabo- 
randi  to  be  an  efficient  antidote  to  serpent  venom.  This  applies 
to  mammals,  but  not  to  birds. — N.  Y.  Record,  June  9. 


"Incontinence  in  Males." — In  the  report  of  proceedings  of 
one  of  our  leading  county  medical  societies,  our  reporter  says  :. 
"Dr.  Simonton  reported  a  case  of  incontenence  in  an  adult 
male." 

We  are  rather  of  the  opinion  that  such  cases  are  quite  com- 
mon, if  the  wives  of  certain  of  our  citizens  could  be  consulted  ; 
it  is  a  chronic  complaint  amongst  certain  "adultj  male"  married 
men  ;  and  if  Dr.  Simonton  knows  a  positive  cure,  he  could  make 
a  fortune  by  the  judicious  use  of  it.  Of  course,  Athe  reporter 
meant  incontinence  of  urine  ;  but  incontinence,  unless  qualified, 
is  a  dangerous  word. 


Baffled  Science. — Under  this  head  the  "Austin  States- 
man "  tells  of  a  case  at  the  lunatic  Asylum,  in  which  the  symp- 
toms could  not  be  properly  interpreted  by  the  physicians,  and  on 
the  death  of  the  patient,  a  female  lunatic,  "a post  mortem  exami- 
nation" was  made,  "after  death,"  says  the  Statesman,  and  irt 
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the  woman's  stomach  was  found  a  ball  of  hair,  the  size  of  a 
hickory  nut.  It  is  supposed,  the  woman  had  a  habit  of  swal- 
lowing the  combings  of  her  hair,  and  perhaps  that  of  others,  and 
it  had  formed  into  this  mass.  Too  bad,  the  Doctors  could' nt 
make  that  post  mortem  before  death  !  We  are  reminded  of  one  of 
the  Professors  in  a  certain  medical  college,  who  instructed  the 
class  in  a  certain  operation,  to  "make  a  subcutaneous  incision 
under  the  skin,"  and  of  a  showman,  who  advertised  "a  pyro- 
technic display  of  fireworks. "  It  is  in  print  that  a  certain  in- 
strument has  "an  indellible  mark  that  won't  rub  off." 


We  have  received  a  neat  little  pamphlet  entitled,  "A  Bro- 
chure on  the  Hypodermic  Treatment  of  Internal  Hemorrhoids  by 
Q.  A.  Shuford,  M.  D.,  of  Tyler,  Texas,"  and  also  a  communica- 
tion from  Dr.  Shuford  on  '  'The  Glycerole  Compound  as  a  remedy 
for  Internal  Hemorrhoids."  The  latter  will  appear  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  Journal. 

Plant  Trees  on  Your  Farm. — George  Pinney,  Evergreen,. 
Door  county,  Wisconsin,  will  send  you  twenty-seven  thousand 
sugar  maple  seedlings  for  $15,  boxed  and  shipped:  one  hundred 
thousand  arbor  vitae  seedlings  for  $50,  (which  is  50c.  per  thou- 
sand); small  lots  in  proportion,    mention  this  journal. 

Yellow  Fever  in  Mississippi. — The  Marine  Hospital  Bureau, 
at  Washington,  is  informed  of  the  arrival  at  Ship  Island  quaran- 
tine, Mississippi,  of  the  Norwegian  bark,  Magnolia,  from  Rio 
Janairo.  The  captain  and  four  of  the  crew  died  from  yellow 
fever,  on  the  voyage.    Vessel  detained  at  quarantine. 

Miss  Jessee  Patton,  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Patton,  of  Minne- 
ola,  Texas,  graduated  Batchelor  of  Arts,  and  Master  of  Arts  at 
the  University  of  Texas  in  June.  She  should  now  add  "M.  D." 
to  her  name,  she  would  doubtless  make  a  good  one  ;  it  runs  in 
the  family. 


We  regret  to  learn  of  the  death,  recently,  of  Mrs.  Barton, 
wife  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Barton,  of  Newport. 
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Reed  &  Carnrick  have  issued  a  neat  little  book  for  the  phy- 
sician's pocket,  consisting  of  a  well  regulated  diet  table  for  the 
sick.  The  leaves  can  be  torn  out  and  handed  the  nurse  along 
with  the  prescription,  each  article  of  diet  suitable  to  the  case 
naving  been  marked  by  the  doctor.  Each  leaf  contains  also  a 
list  of  what  articles  should  be  avoided.  Free  on  application. 
See  their  advertisement  for  address. 


A  New  Instrument,  Texas  Invention. — Dr.  J.  W.  Daniel, 
of  Houston,  sends  us  a  drawing  and  description  of  an  invention 
of  his  own  for  passing  close  stricture  of  the  urethra.  It  consists 
of  a  syringe  with  a  screw  nozzle  for  the  attachment  of  catheters 
of  different  sizes.    Dr.  Daniel  writes: 

"The  old  plan  of  injecting  oil  into  the  urethra,  grasping  the 
penis  tightly,  to  retain  the  fluid,  and  then  introducing  the  sound, 
or  catheter,  is  familiar  to  all.  Here  I  present  an  instrument 
which  combines  the  injecting  apparatus  with  the  dilating  instru- 
ment. With  it,  the  parts  can  be  distended  with  fluid — warm  oil, 
for  instance — while  the  instrument  [catheter  attached,  and 
through  which  the  fluid  has  been  injected,]  can  be  made  to  follow 
the  fluid  as  it  finds  its  way  through  the  strictured  portion  of  the 
canal.  Further  description  is  unnecessary,  as  its  objects  and 
uses  can  be  readily  understood  from  the  above.  The  catheter  at- 
tachment is  made  to  screw  on,  and  may  be  of  any  size." 


Another  New  Journal. — Vol.  I.,  No.  i,  of  the  Medical  In- 
vestigator, is  before  us.  It  is  published  monthly,  by  S.  F.  Smith, 
M.  D.,  at  Louisville,  Ky.  It  is  devoted  to  medicine  and  temper- 
ance, maintaining  that  the  liquor  traffic  should  be  dealt  with  by 
the  State  and  National  governments  as  a  sanitary  question.  It 
sets  its  face  against  physicians  patronizing  druggists  who  pre- 
scribe and  vend  patent  medicines.  Attention  is  called  to  the  in- 
consistency of  condemning  homeopathic  and  other  advertising 
quacks,  when  we  patronize  vendors  of  patent  nostrums,  and,  too, 
in  some  instances,  when  the  vendors  are  regular  practicing  physi- 
cians in  good  standing. 
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Correspondence. 

CONVULSIONS  FROM  COCAINE  INJECTION. 


Houston,  Texas,  June  iS,  1888. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  : 

Having  read  in  your  Journal  of  this  month  the  query  of  Dr. 
R.  H.  Harrison,  Jr.,  of  Columbus,  Texas,  recalls  to  my  mind  an 
article  in  "La  Tribune  Medicale,"  which  will  answer  it ;  a  com- 
munication of  M.  Richet,  of  Paris,  France,  to  the  "Societe  de 
Biologia"  at  its  meeting  of  the  5th  of  May  last.   It  it  as  follows  : 

' '  Epileptiform  convulsions  supervene  upon  the  subcutaneous 
injections  of  cocaine  in  animals.  However,  if  a  section  of  the 
spinal  cord  is  practised  previously  to  the  injection,  the  convul- 
sions will  not  occur.  Is  it  not  then  likely  that  cocaine  acts 
through  this  conducting  organ  directly  upon  the  encephalon  ? 
The  experiments  which  I  have  made,  enable  me  to  state  that 
when  the  motor  centers  are  destroyed  before  practising  the  injec- 
tion, it  requires  a  much  larger  dose  of  cocaine  to  bring  on  the 
convulsions,  besides,  the  form  of  the  convulsions  itself  is  modi- 
fied. Therefore,  judging  from  the  facts,  I  would  suppose  that 
the  convulsive  effects  of  cocaine  are  due  to  an  excitation  of  the 
cortical  motor  centers  of  the  brain." 

To  this  I  may  add  that  in  the  case  of  Dr.  L. ,  referred  to  by  Dr. 
Harrison,  I  would  attribute  the  effects  noticed  to  the  cocaine, 
though  these  are  said  to  have  been  immediate  ;  for  having  had 
frequent  occasions  to  use  cocaine  in  my  practice  in  this  city,  I 
have  noticed  that  in  those  cases  in  which  it  was  not  possible  to 
prevent  it  from  going  into  the  general  circulation,  due  to  the  part 
of  the  bod}*  into  which  it  was  injected,  dilatation  of  the  pupil  and 
some  nervousness,  though  never  amounting  to  convulsions,  would 
sometimes  occur  before  I  had  had  time  to  finish  making  the  in- 
jection. Now  supposing  these  convulsions  to  be  dependent  upon 
the  excitation  of  the  nerve  center,  I  would  find  it  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  no  rise  in  temperature  should  occur,  and  no  inclin- 
ation to  sleep  should  be  felt  after  the  convulsions  had  ceased. 

A.  M.  Autrey,  M.  D. 
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Jvf  EC  I\0  LOGICAL 

Dr.  Y.  D.  Harrington  died  at  his  residence  in  this  city  June  9, 
1888,  of  follicular  enteritis;  aged  70  years.  He  was  a  native  of 
south  Carolina;  was  born  March  18,  18 18;  moved  to  Texas  at 
quite  an  early  date,  and  lived  in  Rusk  county  till  1875,  where  he 
practiced  successfully  his  profession;  was  a  graduate  of  Galves- 
ton Medical  College,  and  rendered  valuable  services  in  the  late 
war.  Being  a  member  of  the  Terrell  Medical  Society,  in  good 
and  regular  standing,  a  called  meeting  was  held,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed  who  drafted  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  the  exercise  of 
His  beneficent  providence,  to  remove  from  his  respective  position 
of  usefulness  and  from  his  numerous  associates  in  medicine  the 
late  Dr.  Y.  D.  Harrington; 

Whereas,  We  realize,  with  a  feeling  sense,  the  loss  thus  sus- 
tained, we  deem  it  our  sad  duty  to  give  expression  to  so  great  a 
loss,  and  our  own  appreciation  of  his  worth  as  a  physician  and 
associate;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Terrell  Medical  Society  has  been  deprived 
of  one  of  its  most  active  supporters,  whose  thoughtful  counsel 
placed  him  in  the  conspicuous  position  of  its  members. 

Resolved,  That  as  individual  members  we  are  painfully  sensi- 
ble of  this,  our  loss.  As  a  man  he  was  consistent,  thoughtful, 
honest,  just,  and  an  exemplary  Christian  gentleman,  whose 
character  was  endowed  with  tenderness  and  affection. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  tender  his  bereaved  family  our  sin- 
cere sympathy  as  professional  brethren,  and  invoke  that  consola- 
tion for  them  which  can  only  be  conferred  by  Hin  who  doeth  all 
things  well. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  placed  upon  the  minutes 
of  the  Terrell  Medical  Society,  and  that  Daniel's  Texas  Medi- 
cal Journal,  The  Times  and  The  Star  be  requested  to  publish 
the  same,  and  that  a  copy  be  forwarded  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased. Dr.  John  Inabnit, 

Dr.  W.  P.  Dumas, 
Dr.  K.  E.  Smiley, 
Terrell,  Texas,  June  11,  1888.  Committee. 
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OOK  NOTICES. 


The  Hygiene  of  the  Skin  ;  or  The  Art  of  Preventing 
Skin  Diseases.    By  A.  Ravoyli,  M.  D.,  400  pages  ;  Cincin- 
nati ;  Central  Medical  Publishing  Company,  1888. 
This  volume  is  neatly  printed  in  clear  type,  and  has  a  number 
of  illustrations  scattered  through  it,  representing  leprosy,  poison 
sumach  ;  the  dry  mercurial  bath,  etc.    If  one  has  time  to  read 
the  book  he  will  find  plenty  that  will  instruct  him  and  will  be  of 
practical  value  to  him  in  every  day  life.    But  the  book  is  a  cur- 
ious medley  of  information,  intended,  it  seems,  to  occupy  the 
medium  ground  between  the  profession  and  the  laity.    It  is  suf- 
ficiently scientific  and  practical  to  deserve  a  place  in  every  man's 
library  whether  he  is  a  physician  or  layman. 


Atlas  of  Venereal  and  Skin  Diseases,  by  Prince  A.  Morrow, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Clinical  Professor  of  Venereal  Diseases,  formerly 
Clinical  Lecturer  on  Dermatology  in  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  etc.  Published  by  William  Wood  &  Co.,  New- 
York. 

This  Atlas  is  an  imperial  folio,  and  will  consist  of  fifteen  parts,, 
containing,  in  all,  seventy-five  chromo-lithographic  plates,  and 
several  hundred  figures,  many  of  them  life  size,  in  flesh  tints  and 
colors,  together  with  a  descriptive  text  for  each  plate,  and  from 
sixteen  ro  twenty  folio  pages  of  a  practical  treatise  upon  venereal 
and  skin  diseases;  the  whole,  after  all  the  parts  are  issued,  to  form 
one  volume.  Parts  I,  II,  III,  IV  and  V  are  before  us.  The  price 
of  each  is  $2.  Sold  only  on  subscription.  The  advantage  of  these 
fasciculi  over  the  ordinary  text  book,  is  very  great.  The  busy 
practitioner  can  not  only  read  in  a  few  minutes  what  he  wants,  but 
he  can  see  it  in  life  size  and  appearance. 

The  author  is  so  well  known,  through  other  works  of  his,  that  it 
is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  mention  his  connection  with  the 
Atlas.  Professor  Morrow  and  the  publishers  have  done  themselves 
great  credit  in  bringing  out  this,  the  largest,  the  best  arranged,  and 
most   complete  work  on  these  subjects  we   have  ever  had  the 
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pleasure  of  examining.  No  physician's  library  should  be  con- 
sidered complete  without  Morrow's  Atlas  of  Venereal  and  Skin 
diseases. 

We  look  forward  with  special  pleasure  to  the  issuing  of  the  other 
ten  numbers  of  this  valuable  Atlas,  which  have  been  promised  this 
year. 

Publisher  Geo.  S.  Davis,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  is  getting  out 
monthly  a  handsome  pamphlet  entitled,  "The  Physician's  Leisure 
Library.  No.  7  is  before  us,  containing  the  modern  treatment  of 
pleurisy  and  pneumonia,  by  G.  M.  Garland,  M.  D.  of  the  Harvard 
Medical  School.  This  is  an  innovation  in  medical  literature,  and 
judging  from  the  number  before  us  the  plan  should  grow  into  great 
popularity. 

A  Reference  Handbook  of  the  Medical  Sciences. — Embracing 
the  entire  range  of  Scientific  and  Practical  Medicine  and  Allied 
Science.  Volume  VI.,  by  various  writers.  Illustrated  by  chromo- 
lithographs and  fine  wood  engravings.  Edited  by  Albert  H. 
Buck,  M.  D.  Complete  in  eight  volumes.  Price  per  vol.,  mus- 
lin, S6.00;  sheep,  $7.00  ;  half  morocco,  $8.00.  New  York  : 
William  Wood  and  Company. 

This  volume  is  a  most  valuable  book,  and  adds  greatly  to  the 
series.  The  handsome  full  page  colored  plate  of  the  horrid  Cro- 
tillus,  the  diamond  rattlesnake,  and  ditto  of  the  11  Gila  Monster1' — 
Hyloder?na  suspecius,  or  poisonous  lizzard  of  Mexico,  together  with 
the  admirable  chapter  accompanying  them  on  "Venomous  Rep- 
tiles," by  Dr.  H.  Creecy  Yarrow,  Superintendent  of  Department  of 
Reptiles,  National  Museum,  Washington,  are  alone  worth  the  price 
of  the  entire  series.  There  is  also  a  full  page  colored  plate 
representing  a  case  of  tubercular  syphilide  which  is  very  fine.  Al- 
together this  is  a  monumental  work  of  great  value,  and  every  pro- 
gressive physician  and  scientist  should  avail  himself  of  the  rare 
opportunity  here  presented  of  enriching  his  library  at  a  small  cost. 
Wood  &  Co.,  New  York,  are  the  caterers  to  the  aesthetic  taste  of 
medical  men. 
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"Publisher's  J^otes, 


Sharp  &  Dohme's  Soluble  Hypodermic  Tablets  are  a  treasure 
to  the  physician,  and  no  less  to  his  patient.  We  honestly  believe 
our  life  was  saved  recently  by  the  timely  use  of  one  of  them  con- 
taining 1 -100  grain  atropia  and  %  grain  morphine.  The  advan- 
tage is  appreciated  in  emergencies  where  even  the  delay  caused 
by  having  to  portion  out  the  drugs, — especially  those,  the  dose  of 
which  must  be  very  exact, — and  prepare  a  solution  is  a  consider- 
ation. One  of  these  tablets,  which  dissolves  in  a  few  minutes  in 
a  few  drops  of  water,  can  be  dropped  in  a  syringe,  and  the  water 
drawn  iu  and  it  is  ready  for  the  arm  in  a  twinkling.  Such  chem- 
ists are  real  benefactors  not  only  to  suffering  humanity,  but  to 
the  medical  profession.  We  appreciate  the  valuable  aid  rend- 
ered the  doctor  in  such  pharmaceuticals. 


Messrs.  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  the  famous  and  popular  man- 
ufacturing pharmacists  and  chemists  of  Philadelphia  hive  no 
connection  with,  and  are  not  to  be  confounded  with  a  ci  icern  at 
Rochester,  engaged  in  advertising  "Safe  Remedies."  T '13  pre-" 
parations  of  Messrs.  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  are  made  01  the  for- 
mulae of  celebrated  physicians,  many  of  them,  and  ai'ji  not  only 
used  by  the  best  men  in  the  profession,  but  are  esteem  id  a  great 
convenience.  It  is  desired  to  administer,  say  1-30  g;ii  1  strych- 
nia, %  grain  extract  ipecac,  1  grain  bismuth,  for  example.  Well, 
you  can  get  it,  or  any  other  popular  prescription,  rea  l/  prepared 
and  elegantly  gelatined  or  sugar-coated, — and  can  r»ly  upon  the 
accuracy  of  the  dose.  Such  manufacturers  are  t\i  nitural  ally 
of  the  physician,  and  a  great  aid  to  him  in  his  practice. 


"The  conditions  formulated  by  the  Committee  on  Infants' 
Foods  at  the  American  Medical  Association  are  approximated 
more  nearly  by  Carnrick's  Food  than  by  any  other  with  which 
we  are  familiar." — {Philadelphia  Medical  Times,  June  1.) 


Dr.  H.  K.  Deane,  resident  physician  of  Detroit  Foundlings' 
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Home,  Detroit,  Michigan,  says:  "During  the  year  we  care  for 
a  large  number  of  infants.  The  mortality  in  our  nursery  has 
been  lessened  more  than  one  half  since  we  commenced  using  Mel- 
lin's  Food.    Our  babies  never  looked  so  well  as  at  present." 

Phillips'  Emulsion  of  Cod  Liver  Oil. — The  essential  feature 
of  this  preparation  wherein  it  differs  from  others  are  :  The  com- 
bination of  the  oil  with  the  phosphate.  The  emulsionizing  or 
peptonizing  by  means  of  pancreatine.  The  minute  division  of 
the  oil  globules  accomplished  and  the  perfect  miscibility  It  has 
demonstrated  its  character  and  efficacy  in  an  extended  use  in  hos- 
pital and  private  practices  and  now  deservedly  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  the  profession  generally. 


Dr.  George  Howe,  of  New  Orleans,  an  old  classmate  of  ours 
(1861)  says  (Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal)  :  "At  the 
end  of  another  year's  use  of  Saccus  Alterans  [Eli  UJry  &  Co.'s] 
I  am  more  than  ever  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  its  use  in  all 
stages  and  forms  of  syphilis. ' '  He  then  gives  two  cases  of  the  dis- 
ease in  most  aggravated  form — even  to  the  "nodes"  or  exostosis 
of  the  shins — successfully  treated  by  this  remedy,  after  potas- 
sium, mercury  and  all  other  remedies  had  failed  of  relief, 


Cascara  Sagrada  in  Rheumatism. — Dr.  H.  C.  Goodwin,. 
(N.  Y.  Med.  Journal,  June  9,)  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Cascara  Sagrada  possesses  curative  powers  in  this  dread  disease. 
Thus  another  feather  is  added  to  the  cap  of  this  wonderful  drug, 
and  another  obligation  laid  in  the  medical  profession  to  Messrs. 
Park,  Davis  &  Co.,  who  have  done  so  much  to  push  the  investi- 
gation of  the  plant  and  the  consequent  development  of  its  wide 
range  of  therapeutic  uses;  as  well  as  to  prepare  the  drug  in  ele- 
gant form  for  administration. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL, 


AMERICAN  INTERNATIONAL  CONGRESS  OF   MEDICAL  JURIS- 

PRUDENCE. 


Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith,  who  is  an  active  member  of  the  Medico-Legal 
Society  of  New  York,  requests  up  to  publish  the  following  circu- 
lar letter,  as  matter  of  important  interest  to  prysicians  and  sur- 
geons everywhere: 

"The  Medico-Legal  Society  of  New  York  has  decided  to  hold 
an  International  Congress  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  at  which 
representatives  from  all  countries  will  be  invited  to  attend  and 
contribute  papers. 

"The  immense  progress  made  in  this  century  in  the  sciences  of 
biology,  neurology,  psychiatry  physiology,  psychology  and  toxi- 
cology have  enhanced  our  knowledge  of  the  functions  of  brain, 
nervous  organization,  and  elevated  medico-legal  science  to  a 
higher  rank  than  it  ever  occupied  before.  The  application  of 
justice  is  governed  by  a  higher  sense  of  humanity,  with  our  in 
creased  knowledge  of  the  physical  organization  of  the  human 
mind.  The  conviction  has  therefore  gained  ground,  that  medi- 
cine and  jurisprudence  must  combine  closer  for  a  clearer  defini- 
tion, and  the  better  understanding  of  the  principles  that  are 
rooted  in  both  branches  of  learning,  in  the  exercise  of  functions 
which  require  practical  application  in  the  government  of  society. 
This  is  the  specific  field  of  medico-legal  science,  and  it  calls  for 
the  most  intimate  relationship  between  the  faculties  of  medicine 
and  of  law.  Eminent  men  in  both  hemispheres  have  rendered 
great  services  in  the  elucidation  of  the  great  principles  underly- 
ing medico-legal  science.  In  most  of  the  European  countries, 
forensic  medicine  is  taught  by  great  specialists  attached  to  the 
universities,  and  the  same  is  done  in  some  of  our  own  colleges, 
nevertheless,  there  is  no  uniform  practice  in  the  application  of 
these  principles  to  the  administration  of  justice.  The  courts  in 
Germany  obtain  the  opinions  of  experts  officially  attached  there, 
which  are,  however,  often  disregarded,  and  neither  in  this 
country  nor  in  Europe  are  the  courts  bound  by  the  professional 
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opinions  of  the  medical  experts.  The  divergent  of  views  must 
be  greatly  ascribed  to  the  obscurity  which  still  surrounds  certain 
scientific  facts  outside  of  the  medical  profession,  the  necessary 
effect  of  the  absence  of  intimate  and  close  relationship  between 
the  faculties  of  law  and  medicine. 

'•To  bring  about  a  nearer  approach  of  the  two  learned  profes- 
sions in  the  interest  of  medico-legal  science  and  a  more  uniform 
application  of  its  principles  throughout  the  civilized  world,  our 
Society  has  determined  to  invite  the  votaries  of  medico-legal 
science,  the  men  who  have  attained  eminence  in  the  professions 
of  medicine  and  law  in  any  part  of  the  world,  whose  voice  will 
be  heard  with  that  respect  which  is  accorded  to  authority,  to 
meet  at  an  international  congress  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  New 
York  during  the  year  1889  at  such  place  and  time  as  will  be  de- 
termined later  on. 

"In  issuing  this  call  we  voice  the  sentiments  of  leading  jurists 
and  alienists,  of  prominet  members  of  the  bar,  and  the  medical 
faculty  of  the  whole  country,  and  we  may  promise  to  all  the  gen- 
tlemen who  will  attend,  a  cordial  welcome  by  our  citizens  and 
members. 

"A  congress  like  this  will  advance  mightily  the  cause  of  justice 
and  humanity,  and  will  pave  the  way  for  a  clearer  definition  of 
the  principles  which  should  govern  the  administration  of  justice 
in  our  enlightened  age.  The  intercourse  between  men  eminent 
in  their  profession,  the  exchange  of  views  between  them,  the 
treatment  and  discussions  of  questions  that  form  an  integral  part 
of  both  law  and  medicine,  by  those,  whose  voices  are  recognized 
as  the  leaders  of  science,  will  form  another  link  in  the  universal- 
ity of  all  true  science." 

The  Congress  will  hold  a  session  of  four  days.  Members  of 
the  Medico-Legal  Society,  will  entertain  as  guests  all  foreign 
visitors — and  arrangements  will  be  made  for  reduced  rates  of 
ocean  and  railway  travel,  for  those  who  attend  from  a  distance. 

The  leading  societies,  home  and  foreign,  who  are  pursuing 
kindred  studies,  are  invited  to  send  delegates. 

The  General  Committee  of  Arrangements  will  be  announced 
later,  as  soon  as  formed. 
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The  Sub-C  mitttee  which  now  has  the  affair  in  charge,  is 
composed  as  follows  : 

SUB-COMMITTEE    ON    INTERNATIONAL    CONGRESS    OF  MEDICAL 

JURISPRUDENCE. 

Moritz  Ellinger,  Esq.,  Chairman  ;  Clark  Bell,  Esq.,  Dr.  Isaac 
Lewis  Peet,  Stepheh  Smith,  M.  D.,  Judge  Noah  Davis,  E.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Esq. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Committee,  Mr.  Moritz  Ellinger,  is 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Medico-Legal  Society. 

Members  of  the  Society,  residing  in  the  various  States  of  the 
Union,  or  the  Canadas,  will  be  entertained  by  the  resident  mem- 
bers, on  the  same  footing  as  foreign  delegates  or  invited  guests. 

All  active,  honorary  or  corresponding  members  who  will  con- 
tribute papers,  to  be  read  in  this  Congress,  will  please  forward 
their  names  and  the  title  of  their  papers  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Sub-Committee  or  to  the  President  of  the  Society,  at  No.  57 
Broadway,  New  York  City. 

Officers  of  Scientific  Bodies,  in  sympathy  with  Medico-Legal 
studies,  will  please  lay  this  announcement  before  the  members  of 
their  societies. 

All  students  of  Forensic  Medicine  or  its  kindred  and  allied 
sciences,  are  invited  to  attend  and  to  contribute  papers  to  be  read. 
We  request  you  to  inform  us  of  your  decision  and  of  the  subject 
which  you  may  eventually  desire  to  speak  upon  or  the  treatise 
which  you  may  submit.  The  sooner  you  can  communicate  your 
pleasure  to  us,  the  more  you  will  facilitate  the  labors  of  the 
committee  who  are  charged  with  the  necessary  preparations  for 
the  work. 

Moritz  Ellingr,  Cor.  Sec.  Clark  Bell,  President. 

Xew  York,  March,  1888. 


E.  Von  Boeckmann  bought  the  new  and  beautiful  type  with, 
which  this  number  is  printed,  especially  for  the  Journal,  and 
has  also  just  erected  another  gigantic  power-press.  He  is  the 
cleverest  printer  in  Texas,  and  the  best  equipped  house,  turning 
out  scores  of  first-class  work  even-  day.    This  is  a  free  puff. 
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THE  CARE  A>D  MANAGEMENT  OF  THF  I>SA>L  I>  TEXAS. 


By  A.  N.  Dextox,  M.  D., 
Late  Supcriiitendent  State  Lunatic  Asylum ,  Austin,  Texai 


Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  June  14,  iSSS. 


IN  a  paper  read  before  this  body  on  the  Sth  of  last  March,  I 
discussed  briefly  the  care  and  management  of  the  insane  in 
Texas.  As  indicated  by  the  title,  of  the  paper,  I  endeavored  to 
show,  on  that  occasion,  that  Tne  management  of  this  unfortunate 
class  of  our  defective  population  in  Texas,  was  peculiar,  in  the 
fact  that  the  government  of  the  asylums  was  changed,  or  you 
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may  say  revolutionized,  with  the  advent  of  each  incoming 
governor;  that  there  was  not  only  a  change  of  the  superintend- 
ents, but  frequently  the  entire  working  force  of  the  asylums  was 
changed,  leaving  the  institutions  in  the  hands  of  persons  entirely 
without  experience  either  in  the  care  and  management,  or  treat- 
ment of  the  insane. 

In  continuing  the  subject,  it  is  proper  to  add  that  my  own 
want  of  experience  in  management  when  I  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  State  Institution  near  this  city,  and  the  difficulties  which 
I  then  encountered,  deeply  impressed  me  with  the  importance  of 
previous  preparation  and  experience  before  assuming  the  burden 
of  such  great  responsibilities  and  exalted  trusts. 

Much  more  might  be  said  on  the  great  importance  of  ex- 
perience in  the  management  and  treatment  of  the  insane,  and 
almost  unlimited  quotations  might  be  made  from  the  greatest 
authors  and  alienists,  as  to  its  usefulness,  but  limited  time  and 
space  forbid. 

In  further  pursuing  the  subject  in  this  paper,  I  shall  offer 
some  additional  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  management,  leaving 
the  subject  of  the  causes,  pathology  and  treatment  of  the  insane 
to  be  discussed  in  a  paper,  or  papers,  which  I  purpose  reading 
before  this  society  at  some  future  time. 

In  the  experience  of  the  writer  in  the  management  of  the  in- 
sane, no  principle  or  fact  was  more  deeply  impressed  upon  his 
mind  than  the  necessity  for  a  universal  law  of  kindness  in  the 
management.  This  law  should  pervade  every  department  of  the 
institution,  and  every  patient  of  every  grade  and  color  should  be 
able  to  feel  and  realize  its  benign  influence.  It  is  not  an  easy 
task  to  always  enforce  this  heavenly  law. 

Persons  without  experience  would  naturally  suppose  that 
human  sympathy  would  incline  everyone  to  be  kind  and  sympa- 
thetic to  the  most  deeply  afflicted  class  of  the  human  race  ;  and 
in  exceptional  cases  this  is  true,  but  unfortunately  in  a  majority 
of  instances  it  is  not  the  case.  Abundant  observation  teaches 
that  the  great  majority  of  men  and  women  who  apply  for  em- 
ployment in  asylums,  are  totally  unfit  for  the  care  of  the  insane. 
But  few  have  the  necessary  intelligence  and  breadth  of  mind  to 
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appreciate  the  responsibilities  of  the  trust,  and  hence,  when  as- 
sailed by  the  patients,  either  with  abusive  language  or  physical 
force,  they  are  unable  to  suppress  an  impulse  of  resentment,  and 
such  feelings  are  often  entertained  far  beyond  the  period  of  the 
incident  which  gave  them  birth.  Prejudice  is  thus  established 
in  the  breast  of  the  person  whose  duty  it  is  to  tenderly  care  for 
the  insane,  and  too  often  abuse  and  ill  treatment  of  the  patient  is 
the  result.  In  many  instances,  unless  the  patient  is  intimidated, 
such  abuses  and  ill  treatment  is  reported  by  the  patients  to  the 
superintendent,  and  in  a  very  large  percentage  of  such  cases,  when 
investigation  is  made,  a  positive  conflict  of  testimony  arises  be- 
tween the  patient  and  employe,  and  unless  evidences  of  physical 
violence  is  found  upon  the  person  of  the  patient,  it  is  frequently 
found  to  be  impossible  to  form  a  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 

Such  difficulties  are  almost  constantly  arising  in  all  large  in- 
stitutions for  the  care  of  the  insane,  where  sufficient  care  is  not 
exercised  in  the  selection  of  employes,  and  even  where  the  ut- 
most vigilence  is  used,  it  seems  almost  impossible  to  prevent  bad 
men  and  women  from  occasionally  creeping  into  the  service  of 
such  institutions.  Unfortunately  many  persons  will  present  them- 
selves for  employment,  bearing  the  best  recommendations,  who 
are  unworthy  of  trust.  There  is  a  class  of  persons,  who  travel 
from  one  asylum  to  another,  and  from  one  State  to  another,  fre- 
quently, with  excellent  recommendations,  who  should  be  espec- 
ially avoided.  They  are  generally  mischief-makers  and  un- 
worthy of  trust.  In  the  selection  of  attendants  and  other  em- 
ployes, much,  of  course,  will  depend  upon  the  judgment  and 
shrewdness  of  the  superintendent;  and  even  with  good  judgment, 
constant  vigilance  and  honest  intentions,  he  will  inevitably  be 
the  occasional  victim  of  his  own  mistakes  in  the  selection  of  em- 
ployes. The  difficulties  encountered  in  the  selection  and  reten- 
tion of  honest  and  faithful  employes  have,  in  many  of  the  asy- 
lums, been  productive  of  almost  endless  confusion  and  trouble  in 
the  management. 

These  difficulties  have  suggested  the  advisability  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  training  schools  for  nurses  or  attendants.    A  few  of 
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such  institutions  have  already  been  established.  While  the  Ln- 
augurators  of  these  institutions  claim  for  them  success,  and  that 
the  graduates  from  such  schools  show  an  aptitude  and  faithful- 
ness not  possessed  by  the  untrained,  it  is,  perhaps,  too  early  to 
predict  the  ultimate  result  of  these  enterprises.  To  the  writer, 
however,  it  seems  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  entertaining 
this  opinion,  he  was  already  proposing  to  establish  such  a  school 
in  connection  with  the  asylum  near  the  city  at  the  time  of  his  re- 
tirement from  the  superintendenc}'. 

The  average  attendant  under  existing  conditions  and  methods 
is  apt,  unless  carefully  instructed,  to  fall  into  the  error,  that  he 
is  employed  to  manage  and  control,  instead  of  to  nurse,  and  ten- 
derly care  for  the  patients  in  his  charge.  He  easily  falls  into  the 
error  that  order  and  neatness  in  the  ward  is  the  only  requisite  ; 
and  unfortunately  the  inexperienced  superintendent  falls  into  the 
same  error,  and  thus  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  patients 
are  often  sacrificed  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  end.  The  im- 
portance of  order  and  system  in  every  department  of  such  insti- 
tutions, and  also  the  continual  maintainance  of  the  best  sanitary 
condition,  is  not  underestimated  by  the  writer,  but  the  enforce- 
ment of  such  military  precision  in  the  personal  conduct  of  the 
patients,  as  the  writer  has  observed  in  a  few  of  the  asylums  of 
the  country,  is  the  refinement  of  cruelty. 

Attendants  are  held  responsible  for  the  condition  of  their  wards, 
and  in  order  that  they  may  always  be  kept  neat  and  orderly,  with 
the  least  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  attendants,  the  patients  are 
forced  to  occupy  their  rooms  a  great  portion  of  the  day,  or  if  al- 
lowed in  the  halls,  are  forced  to  keep  their  seats,  when  they 
should  be  allowed  to  exercise  in  the  hall.  In  other  instances,  if 
the  unfortunate  patient  is  restless  and  noisy,  the  attendant  will 
insist  on  the  privilege  of  controlling  the  movements  of  such  patient 
by  the  use  of  mechanical  restraints.  To  prevent  the  unnecessary 
and  cruel  employment  of  mechanical  restraint,  is  one  of  the  most 
diffiucult  tasks  of  a  conscientious  superintendent.  In  order  to 
succeed  he  must  adopt  and  enforce  the  most  exact  rules. 

The  only  justification  for  the  use  of  mechanical  restraints 
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were  enumerated  in  a  former  communication  to  this  Society,  and 
therefore  need  not  be  repeated. 

From  careful  and  extended  observation,  the  writer  has  formed 
the  opinion  that  with  the  average  population  of  the  asylums  of 
this  country,  the  restraints  should  never  exceed  a  maximum  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population.  This  limit  was  rarely,  if 
ever,  exceeded  during  the  last  three  years  of  the  writer's  admin- 
istration of  the  affairs  of  the  asylum  near  this  city,  and  there 
were  often  periods  of  days  during  which  not  a  single  patient  was 
restrained.  These  facts  are  evidence  sufficient  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  abolishing  restraints  altogether  in  the  management  of 
the  insane.  But  it  should  not  be  done  merely  for  the  name  of 
having  done  so,  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  it  can 
always  be  done  with  justice  to  the  patients.  Probably  the  most 
useful  of  all  adjuncts  in  the  treatment  and  management  of  the 
insane,  is  employment.  While  much  careful  study  and  experi- 
ment has  been  bestowed  upon  this  subject,  especially  in  the 
northern  States,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  its  importance  has 
not  3^et  been  fully  appreciated.  Idleness  is,  in  man}-  instances, 
the  indirect,  and  in  some  cases,  the  direct  cause  of  insanity.  Its 
continuance  during  asylum  life  is  detrimental,  in  every  way,  to 
the  interest  of  the  patient.  Of  course  allusion  is  only  made  to 
that  portion  of  the  population  whose  physical  and  mental  condi- 
tion is  such  as  to  warrant  them  in  engaging  in  some  kind  of 
labor.  In  order  to  the  maintenance  of  physical  and  mental 
vigor,  the  constitution  of  man  demands  employment.  It  is  an 
absolute  essential  to  his  health  and  happiness,  and  without  it 
bodily  deterioration  and  mental  decay  are  inevitable.  If  he  has 
nothing  on  which  to  bestow  the  labor  of  his  body  and  mind,  the 
former  will  soon  become  diseased,  and  the  latter  will  share  in  the 
destructive  process  of  gradual  decay  and  death.  An  asylum  for 
the  care  of  the  insane,  without  provisions  for  the  employment  of 
its  inmates,  is,  at  best,  but  a  dreary  prison,  inferior  to  work- 
houses or  penitentiaries,  with  respect  to  the  contentment  and 
happiness  of  its  inmates.  It  is  difficult,  without  experience,  to 
realize  the  dreary  wretchedness  of  a  prison  life  without  employ- 
ment.   Such  a  fate  is,  perhaps,  the  saddest  al'otted  to  man,  and 
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can  only  be  productive  of  evil  to  the  unhappy  victim. 

Providing  employment  for  all  the  inmates  capable  of  perform- 
ing labor,  of  a  large  institution  for  the  care  of  the  insane,  is  a 
problem  not  easily  solved;  but  its  accomplishment  is  possible, 
and  the  benefits  to  be  derived  will  more  than  compensate  for  the 
extraordinary  effort.  In  this  country,  where  land  is  cheap,  agri- 
culture, and  kindred  occupations,  offer  the  best  field  for  the  em- 
ployment of  the  male  population.  All,  of  course,  could  not  be 
employed  in  this  way,  but  a  small  proportion  could  be  employed 
in  mechanical  occupations.  The  systematic  employment  of  fe- 
males  presents  greater  difficulties;  but  observation  and  experi- 
ment have  convinced  the  writer  that  even  these  difficulties  are 
not  insurmountable. 

As  above  indicated,  the  chief  object  for  procuring  employment 
for  every  patient  capable  of  performing  labor  of  any  kind,  is  the 
physical  and  mental  improvement  of  the  patient.  In  view,  how- 
ever, of  the  grave  financial  problem  involved  in  the  governmental 
support  of  the  ever  increasing  proportion  of  the  defective  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  it  is  certainly  a  matter  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  render  institutions  for  the  care  of  the  insane  as  nearly 
self-supporting  as  possible. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  based  upon  extended  observa- 
tion and  experiment,  that  as  large  a  proportion  as  sixty  per 
cent,  of  the  average  asylum  population  of  this  country  can  be  in- 
duced to  engage  in  some  kind  of  remunerative  employment, 
which,  if  properly  systematized,  would  not  only  add  to  the  per 
cent,  of  restorations,  but  would  materially  add  to  the  revenue  of 
the  institution.  The  possibilities  in  this  direction  have  not  yet 
been  fully  tested,  but  there  is  scarcely  a  doubt  but  at  least 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  entire  expense  for  support  might  be 
thus  saved,  and  that  with  great  benefit  to  the  inmates.  Of 
course,  it  is  not  intended  in  the  above  remarks  to  convey  the 
idea  that  employment  is  ever  to  be  compulsory;  it  is  never  neces. 
sary.  Example  and  persuasion  are  sufficient  to  induce  all,  or 
nearly  all,  to  engage  in  some  kind  of  labor  who  are  capable  of 
performing  it. 

Everything  in  this  direction,  will  depend  upon  the  ability  and 
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tact  of  the  Superintendent.  His  personal  supervision  and  active 
interest  in  the  details  of  every  department,  is  essential. 

This  last  observation  leads  to  the  considerat  ion  of  the  subject 
of  proper  asylum  capacity,  under  the  same  administration  or 
government. 

Much  has  been  written  upon  the  subject  by  alienists  of  larger 
experience  and  geater  ability  than  the  writer,  and  I  need  not  de- 
tain you  with  a  recital  of  the  details  of  the  discussion.  It  seems 
that  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  is,  that  the  average  number  of  in- 
sane under  one  superintendency,  or  government,  should  not  ex 
ceed  from  three  to  four  hundred.  In  the  opinion  of  the  writer, 
if  the  interests  and  well  being  of  the  insane  are  alone  considered, 
the  verdict  is  just  and  true.  If,  however,  the  question  of  econ- 
omy of  support  is  to  be  considered,  without  reference  to  the  em- 
ployment of  the  inmates,  the  number  above  mentioned  might  be 
quadrupled  with  advantage.  But  if  such  a  large  number  is  placed 
under  one  management,  the  superintendent  can  only  act  as  the 
executive  head  and  medical  director  of  the  institution,  the  exe- 
cutions of  the  details  in  most  of  the  departments  being  delegated 
to  his  subordinates.  As  above  remarked,  where  economy  of  sup-, 
port  is  the  chief  consideration,  such  aggregations  are  preferable, 
but  they  are  objectionable  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of 
scrutiny  of  details  of  management  and  treatment  by  ithe  respon- 
sible head  of  the  institution.  The  superintendent  is  generally  a 
bonded  officer,  the  only  one  connected  with  the  institution. 

To  place  him  in  charge  of  such  numbers  of  insane  as  renders 
it  impossible  for  him  to  personally  observe  the  details  of  manage- 
ment and  treatment,  and  at  the  same  time  hold  him  responsible 
for  all  the  abuses  and  neglect  of  his  subordinates,  would  be  a 
manifest  injustice.  If  the  government  of  the  asylum  is  single, 
with  one  responsible  executive  head,  the  number  under  his  care 
should  not  be  so  great  as  to  render  it  impracticable  for  the  super- 
intendent to  see  all  of  his  patients  each  day,  and  to  cerefully  ob- 
serve and  scrutinize  the  details  of  management  and  treatment  in 
every  department ;  and  notwithstanding  the  opinion  and  practice 
of  other  gentlemen  in  the  specialty,  for  whose  opinion  the  writer 
has  profound  respect,  he  is  thoroughly  convinced  from  careful 
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observation  and  experience,  that  such  scrutiny  on  the  part  of  the 
superintendent  is  indispensable  to  the  well  being  of  the  inmates. 
Where  the  government  is  dual  as  to  superintendent,  with  one 
board  of  directors,  the  number  of  patients  may,  of  course,  be  in- 
creased. Such  governments,  however,  have  not  given  satisfac- 
tion to  the  experimentors,  and  are,  therefore,  not  to  be  com- 
mended. 

The  safest  and  best  governments  for  such  institutions  is  that 
in  which  the  entire  responsibility  for  the  internal  management  is 
lodged  in  one  individual,  whether  he  is  designated  as  superin- 
tendent, or  medical  director,  or  by  any  other  title.  In  addition, 
there  should  be  a  board  of  directors,  whose  duties  should  be  ad- 
visory and  supervisory  with  power  to  remove  the  superintendent 
for  cause,  and  appoint  his  successor. 

I  have  hitherto  said  nothing  on  the  subject  of  classification, 
which  simply  means  the  segregation  of  the  different  types  of  in- 
sanity. In  public  institutions  (which  are  only  considered  in 
this  paper),  perfect  classification  is  generally  impracticable  and 
undesirable. 

Appropriations  by  the  Legislature  are  usually  made  for  about 
one  attendant  to  12  to  18  patients.  With  such  a  meagre  force,  it 
is  scarcely  possible  to  care  for  even*  class  separately,  but  by  a 
judicious  mixing,  or  sandwiching,  so  to  speak,  of  a  few  acute 
and  troublesome  cases,  with  the  quiet  or  convalescent  ones,  much 
good  maj'  be  accomplished  with  a  smaller} force  of  attendants. 

Epileptics,  on  account  of  the  horrible  nature  of  the  convul- 
sions to  which  they  are  subject,  and  the]  terror  and  excitement 
which  they  produce  in  the  minds  of  others,  should,  if  possible,, 
be  cared  for  in  a  separate  ward,  or  better  still,  in  an  asylum  con- 
ducted especially  for  their  benefit.  But,  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant feature  of  classification  is  the  segregation  of  the  sick  and 
bedridden  from  those  who  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  some  degree 
of  physical  health.  Xo  public  institution  of  this  character 
should  be  without  a  hospital  or  infirmary,  where  the  sick  may 
be  properly  cared  for. 

To  the  writer,  who  some  years  ago,  visited  more  than  twenty 
of  the  larger  public  Insane  Asylums,  of  the  United  States. 
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nothing  excited  so  much  surprise  as  the  general  absence  of  hos- 
pitals in  connection  with  these  institutions,  for  the  separate  care 
of  the  sick  and  bedridden.  A  few  were  provided  with  this 
necessary  adjunct,  but  the  great  majority  were  without  them. 
The  hospital  should  be  in  a  separate  building,  with  male  and  fe- 
male departments,  and  at  such  distance  from  the  other  building 
of  the  institution  as  to  escape  most  of  the  noises  incident  there- 
to. The  capacity  of  the  hospital  should  be  sufficent  to  accom- 
modate about  five  per  cent,  of  the  maximum  population  of  the 
asylum.  It  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  accommodate  with 
private  apartments  the  noisy,  and  restless,  and  also  the  dying. 

In  other  respects  it  need  not  vary  materially  from  ordinary  hos- 
pital construction. 

Although  not  strictly  pertinent  to  the  subject  under  discussion, 
it  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  briefly  allude  to  the  subject  of 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  insane.  In  the  brief  time 
allotted  to  me,  I  can  only  direct  your  attention  to  the  outlines  of 
the  subject,  referring  those  who  are  interested  in  the  details  of 
asylum  construction  to  the  ample  literature  upon  the  subject, 
and  especially  to  the  excellent  work  of  the  late  Dr.  Kirkbride,  of 
Philadelphia.  The  site  for  the  construction  of  an  asylum  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  insane  should  be  chosen — 

1.  With  reference  to  its  salubrity. 

2.  Its  contiguity  to  an  abundant  and  never-failing  supply  of 
good  water. 

3.  With  sufficient  acreage  of  good  soil  to  afford  emploj'inent 
in  its  cultivation  for  forty  per  cent,  of  the  expected  maximum  of 
the  male  population  of  the  institution  to  be  constructed.  Other 
requisites,  of  minor  character,  need  not  be  mentioned. 

Buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  insane  should  be  con- 
structed— 

1.  With  reference  to  the  health  of  the  inmates. 

2.  With  reference  to  durability  rather  than  ornament,  though 
the  attainment  of  the  latter  should  not  be  wholly  neglected. 

3.  The  entire  structure  should  be  as  near  fire  proof  as  pos- 
sible. In  the  interest  of  economy,  the  main  buildings  should  be 
three  stories  above  the  basement.    The  bedrooms  of  the  patients 
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should  be  large  enough  to  allow  one  thousand  cubic  feet  or  space 
for  each  patient,  exclusive  of  hall  space. 

Perhaps  the  most  convenient  general  form  for  the  construction 
of  the  buildings,  is  that  of  a  crescent,  with  the  concavity  looking 
to  the  rear.  In  the  center  is  placed  the  executive  department, 
and  residence  apartments  for  the  officers.  In  the  rear,  within 
the  concavity  formed  by  the  two  wings  of  the  Asylum,  is  placed 
the  boiler  house,  laundry,  etc.,  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  main 
buildings  in  case  of  fire. 

The  basements  under  each  wing  should  be  mainly  appropri- 
ated for  common  dining  rooms,  where  all  who  are  able  to  descend 
and  ascend  the  stairways  should  take  their  meals.  This  arrange- 
ment would  prove  a  measure  of  economy  of  space  in  the  wards, 
as  well  as  in  the  amount  of  food  consumed. 

Another  advantage,  would  be  the  facility  afforded  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  food  by  the  officers  of  the  Asylum. 

Having  thus  briefly  sketched  the  cardinal  principles  of  the 
management  of  the  insane,  and  also  roughly  outlined  the  neces- 
sary buildings  for  their  accommodation,  the  writer,  in  conclud- 
ing this  paper,  tenders  to  the  Society  his  most  sincere  thanks  for 
the  patient  hearing  accorded  him  upon  a  subject  not  strictly 
medical,  but  nevertheless  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  medical 
profession,  involving,  as  it  does,  the  welfare  of  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  the  defective  population  of  our  country. 


P01MS  IN  MEDICAL  ETJIICS. 


By  J.  E.  Mayfield,  M.  D.,  Nacogdoches,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

THE  term  ethics  properly  applies  to,  and  involves  questions 
of  right  and  wrong,  especially  as  to  professional  subjects. 
The  relations  of  the  medical  profession  and  the  public — the  duties 
of  each  to  the  other — are  generally  misunderstood  by  the  public, 
and  even  by  persons  who  would  be  thought  more  intelligent.  It 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


57 


is  truly  surprising,  to  find  that  all  explanation  fails  to  reach 
them  to  the  extent  of  enabling  them  to  fairly  comprehend  the 
principles  and  ethics  of  the  profession  of  medicine. 

The  true  reason  of  this  blindness  is  that  the  general  public  is 
deluded  by  viewing  these  questions,  as  they  do  most  others,  from 
what  is  considered  a  "business"  standpoint,  or,  more  properly,  a 
mercenary  or  money-seeking  point  of  view.  Physicians  are  re- 
garded as  being  a  class  of  business  men,  in  the  ordinary  sense, 
following  their  profession  exclusively  for  gain  to  themselves,  and 
they  are  expected  to  resort  to  the  usual  means  and  methods  in 
the  scramble  to  attain  this  end.  The  term  "success,"  in  its  busi- 
ness sense,  means  gain  to  its  worker,  without  reference  to  doing 
good  to  others.  Physicians  are  thought  to  desire  this  kind  of 
success. 

The  blacksmith,  the  house  painter,  the  brickmason,  and  the 
laborer  in  most  other  occupations,  will  seek  advantages,  bid 
against  his  neighbor  for  jobs,  and  scheme  for  profits.  The  mer- 
chant considers  it  fair  to  win  customers  from  his  brother  mer- 
chants, to  make  profits  both  in  buying  and  selling,  and  to  turn 
various  plans  for  success  in  business,  and  he  who  has  the  hardest 
heart,  as  a  rule,  has  the  greatest  success.  And  so  the  lawyer, 
the  doctor,  and  even  the  preacher  is  expected  to  do  likewise. 
Schemes  and  tricks  in  this  direction  are  expected  of  them.  The 
general  idea  is,  every  fellow  for  himself,  and  the  devil  take  the 
hindmost. 

Now,  there  is  nothing  more  mortifying  and  humiliating  to  an 
honorable  physician  than  to  be  rated  in  this  sense.  It  is  admitted 
that  one  expects  to  make  a  living,  and  sometimes  more,  by  his 
labors,  and  that  he  requires  reasonable  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices. It  is  admitted  that  there  are  black  sheep  in  the  profession, 
plying  their  arts  for  greedy  gain  ;  that  charlatans,  quacks  and 
imposters  are  abroad,  under  the  guise  of  physicians  ;  and  al 
physicians  deplore  these  facts. 

But  the  regular  medical  profession  is  laboring  as  well  for  the 
public  good  and  for  individual  clients,  as  for  self-interest.  They 
search  the  depth  of  science ;  explore  the  fields  of  knowledge  ; 
labor  hard  at  burdensome  tasks,  and  give  to  the  world  the  benefit 
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of  every  attainment.  The  courts,  the  legislatures,  the  country, 
all  are  recipients  of  their  gifts,  and  are  guided  by  their  know- 
ledge. They  are  not  only  willing  servants  of  the  public,  but  are 
often  heroes  in  the  public  defense.  Not  only  do  they  warn  the 
public  of  dangers  and  suggest  the  means  of  escape,  but  often 
freely  face  the  danger  and  battle  with  the  enemy — be  it  small-pox, 
yellow  fever,  cholera,  or  war's  bloody  experiences.  Little  does 
the  average  citizen  think  of  the  trials  that  the  doctor  undergoes, 
the  sacrifices  of  self-interest  that  he  makes  for  the  public  welfare. 

So,  when  the  medical  profession  petitions  the  legislature  to  en- 
act laws  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine,  desiring  to  protect 
the  people  from  the  impositions  and  frauds  of  medical  humbugs,, 
quacks  and  incompetent  practitioners,  the  public  fails  to  see  that 
their  motives  are  pure,  but  suspects  that  they  are  actuated  by 
self-interest  and  hope  to  reduce  the  number  of  doctors,  and  thus 
get  a  monopoly  of  the  "business."  If  the  profession  condemn 
quacks,  patent  medicines,  or  medical  humbugs,  it  is  suspected 
that  they  are  jealous  of  them  and  desire  their  suppression  to  in- 
crease their  own  gain.    What  greater  mistake  could  be  made  ? 

The  Galveston  News,  a  paper  that  is  watchful  of  the  public  in- 
terest, fearless  in  advocating  its  principles,  and  unsurpassed  in 
its  intellectual  make  up,  is  to  be  numbered  with  the  blind  on 
some  of  the  leading  principles  of  medical  ethics.  In  the  daily 
of  May  8,  1888,  it  published  the  address  of  the  committee  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  to  the  people,  in  which  is  shown 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  laws  regulating  the  practice  of 
medicine,  under  a  heading  containing  the  words  "Protesting 
Phj^sicians.  *  *  *  Some  good  reasons  why  the 
State  should  grant  them  the  desired  protection,"  and  concludes 
its  brief  and  disparaging  editorial  notice  of  the  address  thus: 
"But  if  the  State  were  to  undertake  medicine  in  earnest,  it  might 
logically  go  to  the  extent  of  providing  public  physicians,  with 
adequate  pay,  for  the  general  treatment  of  the  sick.  * 
*  The  theory  of  the  Texas  Medical  Association  is  highly 
paternal.  Its  development  will  form  an  interesting  subject  of 
intelligent  scrutiny." 

The  same  paper,  June  1,  1888,  has  an  editorial  headed,  "Need 
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of  a  higher  professional  standard,"  in  which  it  strongly  advo- 
cates the  purification  of  the  profession  of  law,  and  the  elevation 
of  the  bar  "to  a  degree  that  would  eliminate  the  whole  tribe  of 
barratry,  shystering  and  black-mailing  sharps  who  ply  their 
trade  in  the  imposing  guise  of  lawyers, ' '  and  incidentally  refers 
to  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  as  being  "anxious  to  rid 
their  profession  of  speculative  charlatans  and  unscrupulous  ad- 
venturers." Proceeding  further,  it  makes  a  comparison  of  the 
two  professions,  giving  advantages  to  the  law,  and  says  that 
"physicians  have  no  official  status,  as  do  the  lawyers."  The  in- 
ference is,  that  the  public  purse,  as  affected  by  the  profession  of 
law,  takes  rightful  precedence  over  the  public  health,  and  the 
purse  thrown  in,  as  affected  by  the  medical  profession.  Let  im- 
postors in  medicine  kill  and  steal,  but  let  not  such  be  done  in 
law.  Protect  the  public  on  the  one  hand,  where  only  the  purse 
is  involved,  but  on  the  other,  where  purse  and  health,  and  even 
life  itself,  is  involved,  let  the  public  look  out  for  itself.  How 
can  people  fail  to  see  that  there  is  more  evil  to  them  in  a  villain- 
ous doctor  or  humbug  medicine  vendor,  than  in  a  villainous 
lawyer,  or  teacher,  or  preacher,  or  what  not?  An  incompetent 
lawyer  or  teacher  is  not  to  be  compared  with  an  incompetent 
physician;  neither  is  dishonesty  in  the  one  to  be  compared  with 
that  of  the  other.  The  physician  is  intrusted  with  the  health, 
the  life,  the  family  honor,  with  all  that  is  dear  to  his  clientele; 
wife,  daughter  and  child,  health,  honor,  family  secrets,  every- 
thing involving  the  question  of  human  happiness,  is  in  his  care. 
And  what  if  he  be  a  villain,  or  even  incompetent  for  his  high  re- 
sponsibility and  sacred  duty?  What  greater  need  can  there  be 
than  for  public  protection  against  such  evils? 

Yet,  the  public  refuses  to  listen  to  the  warnings  of  its  most 
trusted  servants — the  medical  profession.  We  are  not  egotistical, 
immodest  nor  selfish,  when  we  respond  to  the  call  of  duty  in 
claiming  to  know  what  is  best  for  the  people  in  our  line,  or 
claiming  that  we  are  entitled  to  credence  in  our  warnings  as  to 
the  dangers  that  surround  the  public.  We  feel  it  our  conscien- 
tious duty  to  advise  the  public  in  these  matters,  and  to  persuade 
and  help  them  to  take  steps  for  their  protection. 
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The  legislature  should  be  required  to  pass  laws  regulating  the 
practice  of  medicine,  and  its  kindred  subjects,  whereby  humbugs, 
frauds  and  villiany  may  be  prevented,  such  as  are  well  known  to 
exist;  and  to  prevent  epidemics,  keep  out  and  suppress  con- 
tagious diseases,  and,  in  general,  to  superintend  and  care  for  the 
public  health.  The  medical  profession  should  be  looked  to  for 
guidance  in  all  such  matters.  If  they  are  worth}-  of  ordinary 
professional  confidence,  surely  they  can  be  entrusted  with  ques- 
tions of  public  hygiene. 


A  DERMOID  CYST. 

By  John  Preston,  M.  D., 
Assistant  Physician  at  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Austin,   Texas  ~ 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

MRS.  JAXE  T   was  admitted  into  the  State  Lunatic- 
Asylum  September  4,  1884,  an(i  was  tnen  45  3'ears  of 
age.  She  had  been  insane  for  nine  years  previous  to  her  admis- 
sion. She  was  classed  as  a  case  of  chronic  dementia.  During 
her  residence  in  the  asylum  she  was  usually  quiet  and  orderly 
and  gave  little  trouble  in  her  management.  She  was  a  victim 
of  mild  delusion,  imagining  at  times  that  she  had  a  clock  in  her 
stomach  which  gave  her  much  trouble. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  mental  improvement  in  her  case 
during  her  stay  at  the  asylum. 

Her  physical  health  was  generally  good,  though  she  frequently 
complained,  during  the  last  year  of  her  life,  of  pain  in  the  epi- 
gastric region.    A  mild  purgative  generally  gave  relief. 

On  July  16,  1888,  she  became  afflicted  with  cramps  in  her  bow- 
els, which  were  very  severe  from  the  beginning,  and  resembled 
the  pains  of  cramp  colic.  Hypodermic  injections  of  morphia 
were  used  freely,  and  external  applications  of  mustard  and  tur- 
pentine stupes.  Enemas  of  warm  water  and  soap  were  also  given 
repeated!}-,  but  without  benefit,  except  temporarily.    Her  pains 
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would  recur  in  a  short  time  with  greater  severity,  and  seemed  un- 
bearable. Her  suffering  continued  almost  without  intermission, 
until  4.30  a.  m.,  July  17,  1888,  when  she  died. 

An  autopsy  was  held  five  hours  after  death.  Body  was  found 
well  nourished,  very  fleshy ;  stomach  healthy  ;  a  stricture  was 
discovered  in  the  small  intestine,  causing  an  obstruction  of  the 
bowel.  Several  feet  of  the  intestine  above  the  seat  of  constric- 
tion were  very  much  congested  and  very  dark  in  appearance,  and 
in  a  short  time  would  have  become  gangrenous  from  obstruction 
of  the  circulation.  The  stricture  was  evidently  the  cause  of  her 
excruciating  pain  and  of  her  death. 

The  large  intestine  was  apparently  in  a  healthy  state,  nothing 
unnatural  was  found  in  the  condition  of  any  of  the  other  abdom- 
inal organs.  The  uterus  was  small,  though  normal  in  appearance, 
ovaries  normal,  bladder  healthy.  A  dermoid  cyst,  pear  shaped, 
four  inches  in  length  and  three  inches  at  its  base,  was  discovered 
in  the  right  iliac  region,  attached  by  a  short  pedicle  to  the  broad 
ligament.  With  the  exception  of  this  attachment  it  floated  free- 
ly above  the  pelvis,  there  being  but  slight  adhesions.  Upon  open- 
ing the  tumor  it  was  found  to  contain  a  matted  mass  of  hair  of 
yellowish  brown  color.  It  grew  from  a  dermoid  structure,  at  the 
upper  or  large  end  of  the  capsule  enveloping  it.  This  was  much 
thicker  than  any  other  part  of  the  cyst,  and  presented  the  exact 
appearance  of  true  skin  of  the  scalp.  The  inner  surface  of  the 
cyst  was  covered  with  short  hair  and  a  calcareous  deposit.  The 
capsule  was  distended  with  an  oily  substance,  resembling  an 
emulsion  of  linseed  oil.  The  membrane,  which  was  fibrous,  was 
very  tough,  and  in  shape  and  consistence  not  unlike  a  distended 
bladder. 

Dermoid  cysts  have  been  found  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
body.  They  contain  hair,  teeth,  bone,  cartilage  and  an  oily  or 
cheesy  substance.  They  are  very  curious,  and  hard  to  explain 
as  to  their  origin  and  cause. 

Authors  differs  widely  in  their  theories  accounting  for  these 
wonderful  tumors.  One  says,  "they  are  due  to  an  imperfectly 
developed  ovum  being  included  in  the  body  of  another  which  ar. 
rives  at  maturity.    "Inclusion  of  abnormal  structures,  where 
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there  is  a  dipping  in  of  the  epiblast  to  meet  the  hypoblast  in 
foetal  life  and  the  pinching  off  of  the  same."  "Hyperecchesis — 
which  means  that  the  ovum  has  within  its  origin  buds  of  certain 
tissues  which  go  on  to  rudimental  formation  of  these  tissues, 
without  a  fusion  with  the  male  germ,"  is  the  view  of  another. 

The  old  idea  that  they  are  due  to  twin  pregnancies,  one  foetus 
dying  in  early  foetal  life  and  all  or  part  of  its  debris  entering  into 
the  other  and  there  becoming  encysted  and  organized,  is  prob- 
ably the  most  plausible  theory.  Much  has  been  written  upon 
this  subject,  but  so  far  little  light  has  been  thrown  upon  it.  The 
origin  and  cause  of  dermoid  cysts  still  remain  a  mystery,  and 
probably  always  will. 


THE  GLYCEROLE  COMPOUND  AS  REMEDY  FOR  INTERNAL  HEM- 
ORRHOIDS. 


iOR  aborting  furuncle,  (as  yet  I  only  have  one  case,  but  as 


JJ  that  one  is  of  such  interest,  and  so  typical  of  many  others,  I 
think  that  I  am  justified  in  reporting  it,  as  the  profession  wish 
facts  and  remedies  that  can  be  depended  on.) 

Mr.  John  L,  ,  of  Tyler,  has  suffered  with  furuncles  almost 

continuously  for  ten  years,  and  for  the  last  year  they  have  grown 
rapidly  worse,  so  much  so  that  he  has  been  disabled  from  ordi- 
nary business,  frequently  having  from  three  to  five  large  phleg- 
mons at  a  time,  on  different  parts  of  his  person.  His  great  suffer- 
ing with  pain  and  prostration  from  fever,  together  with  the  large 
amount  of  purulent  matter  in  his  system,  clearly  indicated 
septicaemia.  Now,  for  the  relief  of  this  trouble,  was  the  im- 
portant question. 

Mr.  L,  has  had  the  skill  of  the  best  physicians  in  this 

country  all  the  while.  Everything  that  science  and  art  could 
.suggest  was  brought  to  bear,  both  locally  and  constitutionally, 
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upon  his  case.  All  failed,  and  as  he  was  rapidly  growing  worse, 
I  concluded  to  try  this  glycerole  compound,  or  "pile  fluid,"  and 
I  am  happy  to  say  it  had  the  desired  effect — it  acted  like  a  charm . 

The  patient  was  directed  to  saturate  a  piece  of  absorbent 
cotton,  and  carefully  apply  it  to  the  pimple,  or  pustule,  and  not 
let  it  spread  so  as  to  affect  the  surrounding  parts.  The  inflam- 
mation was  at  once  arrested,  a  scab  would  form,  and  when  re- 
moved the  core  would  follow.  One  or  two  more  applications 
would  be  all  that  was  necessary.  Since  adopting  this  remedy, 
the  alteratives  and  tonics  have  had  good  effect,  and  the  patient  is 
now  well. 

While  one  case,  as  a  general  thing,  does  not  prove  much, 
yet,  under  certain  circumstances,  it  may  prove  a  great  deal. 
This  was  a  case  of  vitiated  system,  without  any  history  of  spe- 
cific taint. 

Dr.  J.  H.  McBride,  Denton,  reports  three  cases  treated  suc- 
cessfully with  glycerole  compound.  Two  cases  of  alveola  ab- 
scess, and  one  case  of  abscess  of  the  antrum  of  Higmore.  The 
fluid  was  injected  into  the  cavity  every  day,  and  with  proper 
drainage,  the  abscess  healed  rapidly. 

All  who  have  treated  these  troublesome  abscesses,  know  how 
gladly  they  would  receive  a  remedy  that  they  could  rely  upon. 
It  is  equally  efficient  in  the  treatment  of  carbuncle,  ulcer,  etc. 
Since  writing  this  report,  some  months  ago,  I  have  had  a 
chance  to  try  the  remedy  on  several  cases  of  boils,  and  it  has 
stopped  them  in  every  instance. 

I  am  very  anxious  for  the  profession  to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  I 
shall  try  it  in  the  first  case  of  erysipelas  that  I  have  to  treat, 
upon  general  principles. 

[Dr.  Shuford's  formula  is  as  follows: — Ed.] 
R       Glycerole  of  boric  acid. 

Glycerole  of  salicylic  acid,  aa  3  iv. 
Pure  carbolic  acid,  3  iii. 

M.  Rub  thoroughly  in  a  mortar. 
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THE  INFLUENCE  OF  MALAKIAL  POISON  UPON  THE  UPPER  AB- 
DOXINAL  VISCERA,  AND  ESPECIALLY  UPON  THE  SPLEEN. 


By  L.  B.  Underbill,  M,  D.,  New  Braunfels. 


Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  June  14,  18S8,  and  Published  by 

Vote  of  Committee. 


THE  malarial  poison  is  assumed  to  act  on  the  blood,  but  the 
exact  mode  of  production  of  the  lesions,  following  its  in- 
toxicating influence  is  not,  to  this  date,  fully  ascertained. 

In  a  discussion  of  this  subject,  it  will  be  necessary  to  speak 
very  briefly  concerning  the  action  of  the  involuntary  muscles  of 
organic  life. 

These  involuntary  muscular  fibres  are  met  with  in  the  uterus, 
stomach,  intestines  (large  and  small),  corpora  cavernosa  of  the 
penis,  in  the  middle  coat  of  the  arteries,  and  especially  in  the 
anatomy  of  the  spleen,  besides  other  organs  not  necessary  to 
mention  at  present  writing.  In  the  larger  arteries,  the  middle, 
or  muscular,  coat  is  either  very  thin  or  entirely  wanting;  their 
outer,  or  elastic,  coat  being  very  thick  and  strong,  and  extremely 
elastic. 

In  the  smaller  vessels,  (7.  arteries,)  the  middle  coat  {vide 
before,)  predominates  in  strength  and  in  quantity  of  tissue,  and  it 
possesses  great  contractility.  The  splenic  frame-work,  to  which 
I  shall  mostly  confine  my  remarks,  consists,  as  you  know,  of 
capsule,  trabecular  and  ensheathing  canals,  in  wThich  all  the 
vessels  lie.  The  capsule  is  an  elastic  tunic,  in  which  are  found 
pale,  involuntary  muscular  fibres.  This  capsular  coat  is  reflected 
into  the  body  of  the  spleen,  and  canalicular,  or  canal  enclosing 
the  vessels  (both),  and  prolongs  itself  so  as  to  be  distributed 
through  the  organ,  enclosing  alike  vessels  and  pulp  substance. 
The  large  vessels  lie  enclosed  in  this  contractile  tissue,  and  al- 
though they  of  themselves  have  but  little  contractile  power, 
their  calibre  is  regulated  by  the  ensheathing  canals  enclosing 
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them.    The  smaller  vessels  have  in  themselves  contractile  power. 

These  unstriped  muscular  fibres  ramifying  throughout  the 
spleen  are  controlled  by  the  sympathetic  or  ganglionic  system  of 
nerves.  These  ganglia  also  receive  fibres  from  the  cerebral  and 
spinal  nerves,  and  thus  we  see  that  the  cerebro-spinal  system  also 
influences  the  unstriped  muscular  fibres,  as  they  inhibit  the  in- 
fluence of  the  sympathetic.  (  Vide  Fotherfill  and  others.)  The 
action  of  the  sympathetic  nerve  is  to  keep  up  contraction  of  the 
unstriped  muscular  fibres  all  through  the  body,  the  application 
of  cold  or  electricity  to  the  sy mpathetic  causes  contraction  of  the 
small  vessels  or  any  other  structures  containing  unstriped  mus 
cular  fibres. 

Increased  cerebro-spinal  nerve  action  paralyzes  almost  entirely 
the  sympathetic  nerve  fibres  and  regulates  the  degree  of  its  in- 
fluence, and  when  extreme,  causes  relaxation  by  its  inhibiting 
action  on  unstriped  muscular  fibres.  Withdraw  the  influence  of  the 
cerebro-spinal  nerves  and  we  have  excessive  action  of  the  sym- 
pathetic. When  the  action  of  the  sympathetic  on  the  middle 
coat  of  the  small  arteries  is  inhibited  by  any  influence  of  the 
cerebro-spinal  nerve,  it  becomes  relaxed. — self-evident. 

The  circulating  fluid,  blood,  exerts  a  certain  amount  of  pres- 
sure on  the  blood  vessels;  and  when  the  arterial  muscular  fibres 
are  relaxed,  there  is  little  opposition  to  this  pressure,  and  we 
have  an  increased  supply  of  blood  to  the  part,  and  a  general  hy- 
peremia of  all  its  small  vessels.  This  inhibitory  action  of  either 
the  cerebral  or  spinal  nerves  is  proved  by  many  examples,  viz  : 
nervousness,  emotion,  etc.,  causes  inhibition  of  the  sympathetic 
nerves  supplying  the  vessels  of  the  head  and  neck,  dilatation  or 
hyperemia  ensue  and  causes  blushing.  Under  the  influence  of 
terror  there  is  temporary  paralysis  of  the  cerebro-spinal  nerves,, 
the  sympathetic  has  no  antagonism,  and  we  have  a  blanched  and 
pale  face. 

Erotic  thoughts  causes  hyperemia  of  the  corpora  cavernosa. 
Thoughts  of  certain  tasty  dishes  cause  hyperemia  of  the  vessels 
of  the  salivary  glands,  and  we  have  an  increased  secretion  of  sa- 
liva, and  the  mouth  waters,  so  to  speak. 

In  the  spleen  the  involuntary  muscular  fibres  are  governed  in 
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the  like  manner  by  the  sympathetic,  and  are  influenced  by  the 
cerebro-spinal  nerves. 

The  changes  which  take  place  during  digestion  in  the  stomach, 
liver  and  especially  the  spleen,  are  similar  to  those  which  take 
place  during  the  temporary  influence  of  a  paroxysm  of  malarial 
fever,  and  these  changes  are  mentally  caused  by  nervous  influence. 
The  spleen,  however,  is  acted  upon  toward  the  end  of  the  pro- 
cess of  digestion,  when  the  newly  assimilated  pabula  have  en- 
tered the  blood,  and  it  is  from  the  action  of  the  pabula  upon  the 
nerves  that  we  have  its  temporary  enlargement  by  causing  dila- 
tion of  its  vessels.  After  the  whole  process  of  digestion  is 
completed,  the  sympathetic  nerve  begins  to  assert  its  functions 
and  the  temporary  engorgement  ceases. 

There  are  conditions  which  react  on  the  sympathetic,  causing 
inhibition  of  its  action  locally,  and  thus  a  dilation  of  the  vessels 
of  that  special  part. 

We  have  seen  that  the  emotions,  acting  through  the  cerebro- 
spinal system,  cause  local  inhibition  of  the  sympathetic,  and  that 
a  suspension  of  its  action  causes  the  reverse.  The  reason  why 
this  is  a  fact  we  do  not  know,  but  it  must  be  conceded  that  the 
cerebro-spinal  system  of  nerves  may,  or  it  possibly,  can  cause 
only  a  local  action  on  a  certain  particular  region  or  organ. 

Now,  certain  substances  introduced  into  the  blood  have  the 
power  of  inibiting  or  stimulating  the  action  of  the  sympathetic 
on  the  blood  vessels  locally,  or  on  the  involuntary  muscular  fibres 
in  other  structures.  Str}-chnia  causes  dilation  of  the  vessels  of 
the  cord.  Belladonna  causes  contraction  of  the  arteries  of  the 
cord.  Ergot  has  the  same  effect,  and  also  contracts  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  gravid  uterus. 

These  different  actions  are  exerted  through  the  spinal  nerves, 
influencing,  locally,  the  sympathetic,  and  through  them  the  in- 
voluntary fibres  of  different  structures. 

It  is  thus  not  astonishing  that  the  presence  of  the  malarial 
poison  in  the  blood  is  capable  of  exerting  a  powerful  influence 
upon  the  vascular  system  of  the  stomach,  liver  and  spleen.  It 
seems  almost  certain  that  the  malarial  poison  has  the  effect  of 
dilating  the  vessels  of  the  spleen  and  that  its  mode  of  action  is 
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an  influence  exerted  upon  the  cerebro-spinal  nerve  fillaments, 
existing  in  the  sympathetic  ganglia,  and  as  we  have  remarked 
before  in  the  case  of  strychnia  and  belladonna,  the  emotions,  etc. , 
and  that  this  action  is  a  local  one  and  especially  directed  upon 
the  involuntary  muscular  fibres  of  the  upper  digestive  viscera. 

The  persistent  and  obstinate  irritability  of  the  stomach  and 
liver  during  malarial  attacks  goes  clearly  to  prove  that  these  or- 
gans, also,  are  affected  by  the  poison.  P.  M.  appearances  help 
us  to  hold  our  ground. 

Why  the  action  of  the  malarial  poison  is  directed,  especially 
locally,  against  the  digestive  viscera,  we  cannot  explain  any  more 
than  we  can  explain  the  local  action  of  the  emotions,  belladonna, 
or  ergot,  but  the  fact  to  us  seems  clear  that  the  malarial  poison 
is  essentially  a  nervine  poison. 

Its  local  action  most  probably  takes  place  through  the  ganglia 
themselves,  the  stimulus  being  produced  in  the  ganglionic  fibres 
of  the  spinal  system  — by  them  conveyed  to  the  ganglia  and  exert- 
ing there  the  inhibitory  effect  on  the  sympathetic,  causing  relax- 
ation, dilation  and  hyperaemia. 

The  malarial  poison  acts  upon  the  digestive  viscera  with  un- 
varying certainty  and  insidiousness,  whether  or  no,  the  patient 
notices  the  usual  febrile  symptoms. 

The  most  intense  hyperaemia  of  the  spleen  and  liver  occurs 
during  the  cold  stage  of  a  malaria  paroxysm,  the  irritabilty  of 
the  stomach  occurring  later,  and  we  are  very  prone  to  consider 
that  the  condition  of  the  skin  in  the  cold  stage  is  secondary  to 
the  action  of  the  poison  on  the  digestive  viscera.  When  the 
power  of  the  poison  on  these  viscera  is  exhausted,  then  the 
hyperaemia  ceases  and  we  note  a  rush  of  blood  to  the  cutaneous 
tissues,  i.  e.  the  hot  stage.  The  exaggerated  action  of  the  suda- 
tory glands  soon  relieves  this  hyperaemia,  and  we  have  the  sweat- 
ing stage,  decreased  temperature  and  final Jend  of  the  paroxysm. 
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DOUBLE  OVARIOTOMY  AT  THE  AGE  OF  SIXTY-NINE  YEARS. 


Tumors  Weighing,  Respectively,  Eleven  and  Thirty-Six  Pounds* 


By  E.  J.  Beall,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

JULY  1 6,  1888,  I  did  a  double  ovariotomy  upon  a  lad}-,  resid- 
ing in  this  city,  who  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age  the  sixth 
of  August,  The  combined  weight  of  the  tumors  was  forty-seven 
pounds. 

The  adhesions  were  considerable,  necessitating  fifteen  ligatures 
within  the  abdominal  cavity. 

My  personal  experience  in  abdominal  surgery,  and  observation 
in  that  line  of  work,  furnish  no  case  that  progressed  more  readily 
to  complete  recover}-,  It  proceeded  without  an  untoward  symp- 
tom. 

I  think  the  case  tends  to  confirm  a  remark  of  my  distinguished 
friends,  Drs.  Wooten  and  Leake,  "that  old  age  should  not  debar 
one  from  the  benefit  of  our  art. ' ' 

Will  some  of  your  readers  refer  to  a  double  ovariotomy  in  a 
subject  older  than  the  one  I  here  record? 

I  did  a  lithotomy  quite  recently  upon  a  gentleman  nearly  sev- 
enty years  of  age,  removing  two  calculi.  Recovery  without  a 
bad  symptom. 
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Board  of  Directors — Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Dr.  J.  W.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Austin;  Dr.  Geo.  Cupples,  San  Antonio;  Dr.  D.  C. 
Hewson,  Orange;  Dr.  S.  A.  Stone,  Richmond;  Dr.  W.  P.  Burts, 
Fort  Worth;  Dr.  T.  J.  Bell,  Tyler;  Dr.  R.  H.  Harrison,  Sr., 
Columbus. 

Executive  Committee — President,  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris,  Austin; 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Austin;  Directors, 
Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Dr.  J.  \V.  McLaughlin,  Austin;  Dr.  F* 
R.  Martin,  Kyle. 

The  Board  of  Directors  have  the  general  supervision  of  the 
business  and  the  books  of  the  Association,  and  order  the  levying 
of  assessments  and  the  payment  of  death  benefits.  The  Execu- 
tive Committee  is  to  meet  quarterly,  and  shall  act  in  emergencies 
when  it  is  not  convenient  to  get  a  full  meeting  of  directors. 

The  Board  of  Directors  were  instructed  by  resolution,  at  the 
meeting  in  Galveston,  to  issue  a  circular  address  to  the  profes- 
sion.   It  will  appear  in  the  next  issue. 

Physicians  are  earnestly  requested  to  become  members  at  once. 
No  formal  application  is  necessary.  Send  in  name  of  applicant 
and  name  of  beneficiary,  together  with  one  dollar,  which  pays 
the  initiation  fee,  or  dues,  for  the  current  year,  ending  December 
31st.  On  the  first  of  January,  each  year,  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
is  again  payable,  the  dues  for  that  year,  which  sum  goes  to  the 
expense  fund,  out  of  which  all  expenses  are  paid,  including  the 
Secretary's  salary  (as  far  as  it  will  do  so),  stationery,  postage, 
office  rent,  etc. ;  except  the  expense  attending  the  collection  of 
assessments.  (This  latter  consists  of  the  postal  cards,  and 
printing  the  same,  and  postage  on  return  rceipts,  exchange,  or 
premium  on  money  order,  etc.,  and  is  deducted  from  the  assess- 
ments, the  net  amount  of  collections  going  to  the  benefit  fund, 
and  is  paid  to  the  beneficiary  for  whose  benefit  the  assessment  is 
made,  under  order  of  the  Board  of  Derectors.)  There  is  no  othci 
expense  attending  membership.  When  a  member  dies,  an  assess- 
ment of  one  dollat  is  levied  on  each  member  for  the  beneficiary 
named  by  the  deceased  member.  There  have  been  only  seven 
assessments  (one  dollar  each)  made  during  the  four  and  a  half 
years  the  Association  has  been  in  operation.    And  out  of  a  small 
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membership  $684  has  been  paid  to  six  widows,  an  average  of 


$114  each,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table: 

Certificate  No.  26. — Paid  Mrs.  Park  (61  members),  net    $  55  00 

Certificate  No.  89. — Paid  Mrs.  Sayers  (121  members), 

net   109  00 

Certificate  No.  134. — Paid  Mrs.  Welch  (132  members), 

net   120  00 

Certificate  No.  46. — Paid  Mrs.  Kilpatrick  (157  mem- 
bers), net   143  70 

Certificate  No.  25. — Paid  Mrs.  Starley  (147  members), 

net   135  50 

Certificate  No.  105. — Paid  Mrs.  Glover  (147  mem- 
bers), net*   121  00 


$684  20 

Averrge  of  $1 14  each. 
Certificate  No.  57. — Dr.  Y.  D.  Harrington,  assessment 
No.  7,  now  in  process  of  collection,  and  will  net, 
out  of  147  members,  about   $121  00 


$805  20 

Or  an  average  if  $1 15. 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  is  not  much,  but  in  the  case 
of  one  of  the  beneficiaries  above  mentioned,  it  was  a  God-send. 
The  widow,  at  a  very  advanced  age,  was  left  destitute,  and  de- 
pendent either  on  friends  to  take  care  of  her  in  her  old  age,  or, 
as  she  informed  the  Secretary,  she  "would  be  compelled  to  seek 
employment, "  and  that,  too,  my  brethren,  with  her  husband's 
doctors  bills  in  her  pocket  representing  thousands  of  dollars,  and 
days  and  nights  and  hours  of  her  husband's  valuable  time, 
when,  leaving  her  and  home,  he  has  answered  every  summons  for 
miles  around,  knowing  no  fear  nor  fatigue,  in  the  conscientious 
discharge  of  his  professional  duties — Christian  duties,  he  re- 
garded them.  Think  of  it,  my  brethren.  How  much  good  your 
poor  little  one  dollar  can  do,  and  you  will  not  miss  it.  It  will 
come  your  time — every  ones  time — sooner  or  later,  and  suppose 

^Twenty-one  forfeited. 
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— well,  there  is  no  use  in  talking;  if  the  above  facts  possess  not 
eloquence  enough  to  convince.  And  yet,  there  are  physicians 
whose  autograph  signature  the  Secretary  has  in  his  possession, 
to  a  solemn  promise  to  pay  one  dollar  to  the  widow  of  each  de- 
ceased member  when  notified  so  to  do,  who  have  forfeited  their 
membership  by  non-payment;  who  have  ignored  alike  their 
pledge  and  their  sacred  duty,  and  the  claim  upon  them  thus  in- 
curred.   Strange  indeed. 

We  trust  the  profession  will  give  a  new  impetus  to  this  really 
charitable  order,  the  nucleus  of  which  one  man  has  so  stren- 
uously endeavored  to  keep  alive — and  has  kept  alive — for  five 
years,  by  his  individual  exertion. 


P.  M.  IS.  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 


The  receipt  of  Mrs.  Glover,  published  below,  should  have  been 
received  in  time  for  the  last  issue,  but  it  was  delayed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Secretary  sending  the  money  to  Eagle  Lake,  in- 
stead of  Eagle  Springs. 

The  total  amount  collected  from  126  members  was  .  .  .  $126  00 
Expenses  of  collecting,  to-wit:  147  postal  cards,  printing 
same,  postage  in  return  cards,  exchange  on  draft  and 
P.  O.  M.  order   5  00 

Net  amount  sent  Mrs.  Glover  $121  00 

Received  of  Drs.  W.  A.  Morris,  President,  and  F.  E.  Daniel, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  P.  M.  B.  A.  of  Texas,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  dollars,  collected  for  Dr.  Glover's  certificate. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Glover. 

Eagle  Springs,  Texas,  August  10,  1888. 

Of  the  twenty-one  members  who  have  not  paid  this  assessment 
(No.  6)  there  may  be  some  who  will  yet  pay,  and  if  so,  the 
amount  collected  will  be  forwarded. 

Apropos  to  the  subject  the  following  letter  is  published,  with 
consent  of  writer.  [In  reply  we  will  say,  that  next  month,  Sep- 
tember, we  will  publish  in  the  Journal,  and  send  out  in  circular 
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form,  Ax  Address  to  the  Profession,  from  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, which,  we  hope,  will  have  the  desired  effect  ;  and  as  an  ad- 
ditional inducement  we  are  offering  membership  free,  for  thirty 
days,  as  premium  for  subscribers  to  the  Journal.    See  notice.] 

Midlothian,  Texas,  August  18,  iSSS. 
Dear  Dr.  Daniel — Inclosed  please  find  one  dollar  P.  M.  or- 
der on  assessment  No.  7.  The  report  of  the  Association  is  so 
discouraging  that  it  is  with  a  degree  of  reluctance  that  I  respond. 
I  have  been  a  member  now  about  two  years,  and  it  numbers  less, 
I  believe,  than  when  I  became  a  member.  It  does  seem  to  me, 
unless  there  is  an  effort  made  to  arouse  the  profession  in  Texas 
to  a  responsive  sense  of  support  in  this  grand  and  noble  associa- 
tion, we  had  better  give  up  the  enterprise.  Hoping  for  a  better 
report  next  time,    I  am  fraternally  yours, 

Z.  T.  Bundy. 


MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association  meets  at  St.  Louis 
September  n,  12  and  13.  The  programme  includes  man}' papers 
and  discussions  of  importance.  The  first  day  will  be  given  to 
the  discussion  of  abdominal  surgery  ;  the  second,  to  infant  feed- 
ing and  some  obstetric  subject ;  the  third  day  will  be  taken  ur> 
with  volunteer  papers  and  some  neuralogical  subject.  Arrange- 
ments for  reduced  rates  are  being  made,  and  the  society  cordially 
invites  all  members  of  the  profession  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  to 
be  present.  J.  Lucius  Gray,  Secretary. 


jwULLINGS    FROM  j^ONTEMPORARIES. 


Edited  by  T.  J.  Bennett,  M.  D. 


Bichloride  of  Mercury  in  Diphtheria. — Dr.  A.  Jacobi 
recommends,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Philadelphia  County 
Medical  Society,  and  published  in  the  Weekly  Medical  Review 
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of  July  14,  1 -60th  to  1 -40th  of  a  grain  of  the  bichloride  hourly 
to  children  from  three  to  six  years  of  age.  Where  the  nasal  cav- 
ity is  the  seat  of  false  membrane,  Dr.  Jacobi  employs  one  grain 
of  the  sublimate  and  4  or  5  grains  of  common  salt  to  the  pint  of 
;vater  used  as  a  douche  several  times  a  day.  Children  one  year 
old  can  take  daily  one  half  grain  of  bichloride  of  mercury  with- 
out the  drug  producing  ill  effects. 


Treatment  of  Inflammatiof  in  the  Region  of  the  Ileo- 
cecal Valve. — Dr.  M.  H.  Richardson,  (Columbus  Med.  Journal 
from  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,)  in  a  paper  read  before  the 
Suffolk  District  Medical  Society,  sums  up  his  conclusions  as  to 
the  proper  treatment  for  these  cases  in  the  following  propositions: 

1.  In  mild  cases  of  inflammation  in  the  region  of  the  appen- 
dix there  should  be  no  surgical  interference  till  physical  exami- 
nation reveals  the  presence  of  an  abscess,  which  should  be  in- 
cised by  the  post-peritoneal  method. 

2.  In  violent  cases,  where  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a  general 
peritonitis,  laparotomy  should  be  done  immediately,  just  as  soon 
as  a  diagnosis  of  general  peritonitis  has  been  made. 

3.  In  violent  cases,  where  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  general 
peritoneal  cavity  has  yet  been  invaded,  and  where  the  history 
and  the  physical  examination  favor  the  presence  of  an  abscess  in 
the  ileo-coecal  region,  though  it  is  impossible  to  locate  the  exact 
seat  of  the  inflammation  process,  an  exploratory  incision  should 
first  be  made  in  the  right  iliac  fossa,  and  the  ileo-ccecal  region  ex- 
plored post-peritoneally. 

4.  The  best  incision  to  reach  the  appendix,  in  the  average 
case,  is  along  the  outer  border  of  the  rectus,  about  four  and  a 
half  inches  from  the  spine  of  the  pubes. 

5.  The  best  incision  for  extra-peritoneal  exploration  is  paral- 
lel with  and  close  to  Poupart's  ligament,  beginning  in  about  the 
center,  and  entering  outwards  and  backwards  a  sufficient  dis- 
tance. 


Dr.  Gustav  A.  Renz,  writing  from  Prague  to  the  Northwest- 
ern L,ancet  for  July  15,  says  Dr.  Ruberka  has  a  record  of  29  sue- 
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cessive  cases  of  vaginal  extirpation  of  the  uterus  without  a  single 
death.  These  operations  were  for  cancer.  Ruberka  never  un- 
dertakes the  operation,  if  the  uterus  is  at  all  immovable  or  the 
vagina  infiltrated  with  cancer. 


Weil's  Disease. — This  is  said  to  be  a  new  disease,  discovered 
by  Dr.  Weil,  in  1886.  From  a  number  of  medical  journals,  the 
following  symptoms  seem  to  be  agreed  upon:  It  begins  suddenly, 
frequently  with  a  chill,  fever  following,  and  continues  eight  or 
ten  days.  Constant  symptoms:  Fever,  headache,  gastric  dis- 
turbance, general  muscular  pains.  Symptoms  not  constant,  but 
often  present:  Jaundice,  liver  tender  on  pressure  and  somewhat 
enlarged,  spleen  enlarged,  kidneys  inflamed,  and  relapses. 

This,  to  a  man  in  the  swamp,  would  sound  like  malarial  fever. 


How  to  Treat  Cramps  in  the  Leg. — It  has  been  suggested 
by  Dr.  R.  W.  St.  Clair  (Medical  Age)  that  a  strong  cord  wound 
around  the  leg  and  drawn  tight  over  the  place  that  is  cramped, 
will  give  instant  relief.  This  cures  it  for  the  rest  of  the  night. 
Then  Dr.  St.  Clair  advises  about  six  or  eight  cells  of  galvanic 
battery,  with  negative  pole  applied  over  the  spot  that  cramps, 
and  the  positive  pole  over  the  thigh,  as  a  remedy  for  permanent 
relief. 


Ipecacuanha  in  the  Treatment  of  Disease. — Dr.  A.  ST 
Holmes,  of  Benton,  Miss.,  (Memphis  Med.  Journal)  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  efficacy  of  ipecac  in  interrupting  the  attacks  of  inter- 
mittent fever.  The  doctor  prescribes  the  drug  in  from  two  to 
five  grain  doses  every  three  hours.  Dr.  Holmes  claims  almost 
specific  properties  for  ipecacuanha  in  the  treatment  of  malarial 
haematuria.  The  initial  dose  is  ten  grains,  and  if  emesis  is  pro- 
duced, the  dose  is  reduced  to  three  grains,  given  at  the  same  in- 
terval. 

Dr.  Holmes  makes  the  assertion  that  a  man  can  hardly  be 
vomited  moie  than  once  in  six  hours  with  ipecac. 


EDFFORIAIi  DEPflRTOEOT. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 
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DR.  MAYFIELD'S  ARTICLE.— THE  PROFESSION  AND  THE  PUBLIC. 


Dr.  May  field's  paper  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal,  is  com-  • 
mended  to  our  readers,  and  especially  to  our  legislators,  and 
others  in  authority,  as  being  a  sound  and  sensible  exposition  of 
the  "situation," — of  the  reasons  why  the  medical  profession  has 
so  little  influence  collectively.  The  Journal  has,  more 
than  once,  pointed  out,  that  until  thoroughly  organized, 
the  medical  profession  can  never  obtain  recognition  as  an  entity, 
and  can  have  no  influence  in  public  matters.  As  the  Galveston 
News  says  :  "it  has  no  official  status."  Until  it  has  "official 
status,"  and  is  recognized  as  an  element  in  politics,  we  can  never 
hope  to  impress  the  Legislature  with  the  facts  so  ably  presented 
by  Dr.  Mayfield,  nor  convince  them  of  the  sincerity  and  purity 
of  motive  in  asking  for  legislation  to  regulate  the  practice.  The 
Journal  has  discussed  the  subject  until  it  is  well-nigh  thread- 
bare ;  but  it  is  only  by  persistence  that  we  hope  finally  to  win. 

When  the  profession  shall  become  completely  organized, — when 
every  respectable  physician,  within  the  broad  limits  of  the  State, 
shall  become  enlisted  in  the  cause,  and  takes  up  arms  in  the  war 
on  quacks — and  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  voices  the  senti- 
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ment  of  a  united  profession — numbering  perhaps  three  thousand 
of  the  best  educated  and  enlightened  citizens,  then,  and  not  un- 
til then,  can  we  expect  the  "Bells  of  Cooke"  to  pay  respectful 
attention  to  any  request  emanating  from  ' '  the  Doctors. ' '  Why — 
even  in  the  little  matter  of  asking  the  Legislature  to  set  aside  one 
room  in  the  capitol  (when  fifty  are  vacant),  for  the  use  of  the 
State  Medical  Association  and  local  societies,  and  for  the  preser- 
vation of  valuable  archives,  and  the  founding  of  a  medical 
library,  the  petition  was  ridiculed,  sneered  at,  and  "Bell  of  Cooke' ' 
killed  it,  by  proposing  to  set  aside  a  room  also  for  the  "  United 
Order  of  Bootblacks, ' '  and  for  the  1 '  Benevolent  Association  of 
bald-headed  Barbers,"  (or  words  to  that  effect !) 

A  knowledge  of  these  things  ;  of  the  indignity  offered  the  pro- 
fession ;  the  ignominious  treatment  accorded  by  the  Nineteenth 
Legislature  to  the  petitions  of  the  State  Medical  Association f 
should  arouse  the  pride,  and  awaken  the  indignation  and  resent- 
ment of  every  true  physician  in  Texas.  It  should  induce  them 
at  once  to  join  the  ranks  and  take  up  arms ;  to  rally  to  the  stand- 
ard raised  some  twenty  years  ago  by  a  band  of  devoted  physicians 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  organized  efforts — a  nucleus 
which  exists  to-day,  but  nominally  only,  representing  the  profes- 
sion of  the  State.  The  Texas  State  Medical  Association  num- 
bers 417;  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the  physicians  of  the  State. 

But,  in  order  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose,  to  obtain 
recognition  and  influence,  to  become  an  element  in  the  politics  of 
the  State,  to  procure  legislation  in  the  interest  of  public  health, 
it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  all  should  join  the  State  Asso- 
ciation. By  the  organization  of  local  societies,  physicians  re- 
mote from  the  places  of  meeting  of  the  T.  S.  M.  A.,  can  affiliate 
with,  and  be  represented  in  the  State  Association.  If  every  county 
were  organized  in  this  way,  the  question  of  medical  legislation 
could  and  should  be  made  an  issue  in  local  and  general  elections. 
Every  member  could  and  should  exert  influence  with  his  clientelle, 
and  thus  the  election  of  the  "Bells  of  Cooke"  to  the  Legislature 
could  be  prevented  ;  the  members  of  the  local  societies  and  their 
friends  agreeing  to  support  no  man  for  the  Legislature  who  would 
not  promise  to  support  a  measure  looking  to  the  elevation  and 
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purification  of  the  profession  of  medicine,  and  the  protection  of 
the  public  from  the  danger  of  quacks  and  impostors ;  they  should 
go  farther,  and  withhold  their  support  from  any  newspaper  which 
is  so  purblind  or  prejudiced  as  to  oppose  such  measure.  There 
are  some  papers  which  cannot,  or  will  not,  see  the  importance  to 
the  State,  and  to  the  future,  of  a  preservation  of  medical  archives, 
and  hence  they  ridicule  the  petition  for  a  room  in  the  capitoL 
This  is  downright  stupidity,  or  worse, — prejudice.  Every  paper, 
every  scrap  of  information  relative  to  epidemic  or  epizootic  dis- 
eases, which  have  prevailed  in  Texas,  historical  data  of  their 
outbreak  and  spread,  as  well  as  of  remedies  employed,  and  meas- 
ures of  suppression,  should  be  preserved  for  the  use  of  the  fu- 
ture historian  and  statistician  ;  for, — the  day  will  come  when  the 
Legislature  will  see  the  necessity  and  importance  of  the  collec- 
tion and  preservation  of  vital  statistics,  (and  by  the  by,  this  is 
another  subject  on  which  legislation  is  needed  ;  and  who  more 
competent  to  dictate  it  than  the  medical  profession  ?) 

We  repeat,  nothing  can  be  expected  from  the  State  towards 
the  medical  profession,  until  it  is  organized,  and  makes  its  in- 
fluence felt  in  elections.  Dr.  Mayfield's  paper  is  the  slogan  note 
of  the  fall  campaign,  and  we  hope  to  see  it  taken  up  by  the  pro- 
fession everywhere  and  agitated.  The  people  and  the  secular 
press  must  be  undeceived  as  to  the  motives  of  the  physicians  in 
desiring  legislation,  as  well  as  enlightened  on  the  necessity  of 
preventive  medicine, — and  shown  the  danger  to  health  and  happi- 
ness ("purse  "  and  all),  of  a  promiseous  practice  of  medicine. 
The  danger  of  epidemics  are  trivial,  as  compared  to  those  ot  an 
unscrupulous  and  ignorant  pretender  in  medicine.  The  qnack 
must  go. 


YELLOW  FEVER. 


The  reports  concerning  the  appearance  of  yellow  fever  in 
Matamoras  are  quite  conflicting,  as  they  always  are  whenever 
the  disease  makes  its  appearance  at  any  port.  Where  there  is 
smoke  there  is  generally  fire,  and  prudence  dictates  that  it  is 
best  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  be  on  guard.    So  far  as 
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prudence,  and  eternal  vigilence,  backed  by  intelligence  and 
plenty  of  funds,  will  avail,  the  people  of  Texas  may  feel  secure 
that  should  the  disease  prove  to  become  epidemic  at  Matamoras, 
it  will  not  find  entrance  into  Texas  via  Brownsville  and  Brazos 
Santiago;  for  the  faithful  watchman,  Dr.  Wolff,  is  on  deck  at 
that  point.  State  Health  Officer  Rutherford,  too,  it  is  under- 
stood, is  practicing  commendable  caution,  and  guarding  all 
points  with  vigilance.  Dr.  Wolff  officially  announces  that 
Brownsville  and  Brazos  Santiago  are  free  from  infectious  disease, 
and  in  good  sanitary  condition 

Our  people  are  learning,  by  experience,  at  last,  that  ( 'preven- 
tion" is  not  only  "better  than  cure,"  with  reference  to  epidemic 
diseases,  but  also  much  cheaper.  The  Journal,  some  time  ago, 
gave  the  details  of  a  valuable  lesson  on  this  subject,  which  had 
been  taught  our  legislators.  A  few  years  ago,  in  that  spirit  of 
penny- wisdom  and  mistaken  notions  of  economy  and  retrench- 
ment which  has  characterized  certain  Solons  in  Texas  legisla- 
tures, the  appropriation  for  quarantine  purposes  was  reduced 
by  taking  off  one  guard  at  a  point  on  the  Brazos.  The  State 
saved,  thereby,  nine  hundred  dollars.  Yellow  fever  crept  in  at 
that  point,  and  a  little  epidemic  was  lighted  up,  which  cost 
$22,000  to  suppress.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  "Bells  of  Cooke," 
in  future  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  will  be  suppressed,  and  that 
the  quarantine  fund  may  never  be  restricted  again  to  a  point 
whereby  the  safety  of  the  people  will  be  endangered. 

There  is  still  time  before  frost  for  the  introduction  and  devel- 
opment of  the  disease  into  Texas,  and  for  an  epidemic  to  occur; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  health  authorities  will  relax 
nothing  of  their  efforts.  Florida  is  some  distance  from  Texas, 
but  with  the  intimate  communication  by  rail,  the  appearance  of 
yellow  fever  in  Jacksonville,  Key  West  or  Tampa  is  as  menacing 
to  Texas  as  if  it  were  at  Matamoras. 

New  Orleans  is  declared  uninfected,  and  is  recognized  by  all 
health  authorities  as  a  clean  city;  and  in  her  vigilant  health 
authorities  Texas  has  a  friend  and  ally.  There  is  little  danger, 
we  apprehend,  that  such  a  trick  will  be  played  upon  them  or 
upon  State  Health  Officer  Rutherford  as  that  perpetrated  re- 
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cently,  whereby  five  persons  from  the  infected  districts  of 
Florida  were  smuggled  into  Tennessee.  Eternal  vigilance  is 
the  price  of  public  safety. 


INCOMPATIBILITY  OF   ANTIPYRIN  AND  SWEET  SPIRITS  OF 

NITRE. 


Antipyrin,  notwithstanding  it  is  a  patent  medicine,  (which  fact 
is  not  generally  known,  however,)  is  being  very  extensively  pre- 
scribed by  physicians  everywhere.  The  brilliant  results  which 
have  been  observed  to  follow  its  administration  in  some  cases  of 
fevers,  have  been  enthusiastically  'reported  in  the  medical  press, 
and  to-day  "antipyrin"  is  the  best  advertised  nostrum  on  the 
market. 

It  is  a  seductive  drug  ;  the  readiness  with  which  it  reduces  the 
temperature  in  some  cases  ;  its  easy  administration  ;  the  freedom 
from  the  unpleasant  effects  which  follow  the  administration  of 
quinine,  suggest  it  readily  as  a  substitute  for  that  drug  ;  and  in 
it  the  doctors  begun  to  believe  they  had  found  truly  a  bonanza. 
What  more  natural  than  the  idea  of  combining  it  with  other  dia- 
phoretics, and  with  diuretics  to  form  an  efficient  febrifuge  ?  It 
would  seem  that  a  combination  with  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  or 
with  mindererus,  or  tincture  of  aconite,  would  furnish  a  very 
desirable  '  'potion' '  for  fevers. 

But,  to  illustrate  the  great  necessity  of  an  acquaintance  with 
the  chemistry  of  all  drugs  prescribed  in  mixture,  and  the  danger 
and  folly  of  prescribing  secret  or  patent  medicines  at  all,  it  trans- 
pires that  a  mixture  of  antipyrin  and  sweet  spirits  of  nitre  de- 
velopes  a  powerful  poison, — and,  we  believe,  more  than  one  death 
has  been  caused  by  its  administration.  The  subject  has  been 
discussed,  lately,  in  several  medical  societies,  in  consequence  of 
prominence  given  it  by  a  certain  newspaper  report  of  death  (or 
alarming  symptoms)  which  followed  the  administration  of  a 
mixture  of  the  kind  in  a  certain  Texas  town,  lately;  and,  actuated 
by  a  desire  to  enlighten  our  readers  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  to 
warn  them  of  the  incompatibility  and  danger  of  the  compound, 
Mr.  O.  Samostz,  the  practical  chemist  and  pharmacist  of  Austin, 
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at  our  request,  instituted  in  his  laboratory,  a  series  of  experi- 
ments with  the  following  results  : 

By  condensing  phenj'hydrocines  with  acet-acetic  ether  we  re- 
ceive methyloxychinicin  C6  H5  N2  O3XC6  Hio  C>3=Cio  Hio 
N2  Ox  Hi  Ox  C2  H5  OH.  If  we  then  let  iodide  of  methyl  and 
caustic  soda  act  on  this  methyloxychinicin  we  receive  di-methyl- 
oxychinicin  or  antipvrin  with  the  formula.  —  C10  Hg  N2 
(C  H3)  O. 

Reaction  of  iodide  of  methyl  and  caustic  soda  on  meth}'lox3'- 
chinicin  C10  Hio  N2  OxNa  O  HxC  H  3l=Cio  Hg  N2  (CH3) 
Ox  H2  0xNa  I. 

Tests  have  shown  that  after  mixing  an  aqueous  solution  of  an- 
tipvrin with  an  acidulous  spirits  of  nitre  (i.  e.  commercial  spir- 
its of  nitre)  the  mixture  assumes  a  green  color,  which  will  not 
appear,  however,  if  the  spirits  of  nitre  has  been  neutralized  or 
made  slightly  alkaline,  say  with  ammonia,  before  mixing  with 
the  antipvrin  solution. 

Adding  to  the  clear  solution  of  spirits  nitre  and  antipyrin  a 
fewT  drops  of  either  nitric  or  muriatic  acids,  the  green  color  reap- 
pears, thus  showing  that  decomposition  of  the  said  alkaline  mix- 
ture could  be  obtained  by  the  acid  of  the  stomach  in  case  the  an- 
tipyrin mixture  wras  not  alkalin  enough  to  neutralize  the  acid  of 
the  stomach. 

This  same  reaction  occurs  not  only  when  mixing  an  antipyrin 
solution  with  acidulous  spirits  nitre,  which  represents  the  "ni- 
trite of  ethyl,"  but  also  when  adding  a  solution  of  antipyrin  with 
any  other  nitrite,  for  instance,  nitrite  amyl. 

In  this  case,  the  same  green  color  produced  by  the  reaction,  is 
obtained  and  proves  to  us  that  it  is  the  nitrous  oxide  (  represent- 
ing the  acid  in  the  nitrite  of  ethyl,  or  amyl,  as  the  case  may  be,) 
which  causes  the  decomposition  of  the  antipyrin  in  aciduous  so- 
lutions, and  forms  the  chemical  substance  with  such  toxic  prop- 
erties whose  chemical  composition  may  not  yet  be  known  ;  as 
the  formula  of  antipyrin  is  of  such  composition,  in  fact,  the  se- 
crecy of  its  manufacture  being  entertained,  thus  allowing  a  great 
many  different  substances  to  result  in  its  decomposition.  It  may 
be  a  new  organic  preparation  with  the  effect  of  hydrocyanic  acid, 
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as  it  contains  the  same  elements  and  series  as  the  latter  ;  how- 
ever, the  true  composition  may  be  determined  by  a  more  careful 
and  concise  qualitive  and  quantitive  analysis.  In  conclusion, 
the  continuous  introduction  of  medicine  of  this  class  involves 
the  necessity  of  a'  careful  study  of  them,  both  by  physicians  and 
pharmacists,  the  aforesaid  preparation  being  sometimes  prescribed 
and  sold  at  random  by  the  druggists,  like  the  old-time  cathartic 
pill  or  quinine  powder,  regardless  of  the  question,  what  are  the 
effects  of  the  antipyrin,  antifebrin,  which  are  both  in  their  in- 
fancy when  compared  to  the  preparations  whose  place  they  should 
fill. 

[The  experiments  were  conducted  by  Edward  Tips  and  Richard 
Schweickhardt,  of  Samostz'  staff. — Ed.] 


A  NEW  SOURCE  OF  REVENUE  FOR  THE  ENTERPRISING  MEDI- 
CAL PUBLISHER. 


Surgeon  General  Hamilton,  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service, 
U.  S.  A.,  has  been  a  subscriber  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical 
Journal  from  the  beginning  to  the  present  time.  To  secure  the 
subscription  of  any  of  the  departments  of  the  United  States 
Government,  it  is  necessary  to  enter  upon  a  schedule  submitted, 
the  price  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  furnish  the  journal,  for  a 
stated  time;  as  in  the  case  of  any  other  supplies.  This  is  under- 
stood to  be  a  mere  matter  of  form.  Accordingly,  for  the  past 
three  years,  at  the  beginning  of  each  volume  (July),  we  have 
had  submitted  to  us  a  schedule  of  "proposals  for  supplies,"  and 
opposite  the  item,  "Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  one 
year,"  we  have  inserted  the  subscription  price,  "$2,"  and  re- 
turned the  same,  receiving,  generally,  by  return  mail,  a  Treasury 
draft  for  the  amount.  In  July,  here  came  the  "proposal  for  sup- 
plies," and  in  the  list  of  publications  enumerated,  was  "Dan- 
iel's Texas  Medicae  Journal,  one  copy."  As  usual,  the 
price,  $2,  was  inserted  opposite  it,  and  the  document  returned. 

In  due  time  we  received  an  official  letter  from  the  Treasury 
Department  Marine  Hospital  Service,  in  which  we  confidently 
expected  to  find  the  customary  $2  Treasury  draft.    Imagine  our 
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surprise  and  disgust,  on  opening  the  document,  to  find,  instead 
of  our  $2,  official  information  that  our  "proposal  to  furnish  one 
copy  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  was  not  accepted, 
Messers.  Cupples  &  Hurd,  of  Boston,  having  offered  to  furnish 
it  for  less."  [!!!!!!] 

Cupples  &  Hurd  are  medical  publishers,  and  issue,  amongst 
other  periodicals,  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
They  have  been  great  sticklers  for  etiquette  and  ethics;  and  our 
readers  may  remember  a  letter  in  this  Journal,  some  months 
ago,  written  them  by  Mr.  Champney,  President  of  the  Bush 
Manufacturing  Company,  proprietors  of  Bovinine,  scoring  them 
for  a  squeamishness  which  objected  to  the  publication  in  their 
pure,  blue-blood  journal  anything  so  sanguinary,  plebeian  and  un- 
ethical as  "Bovinine."  We  had  not  been  exchanging  with  the 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  prior  to  the  publication  of 
that  letter;  but  (we  suppose)  it  tickled  them  so  they  requested 
to  be  placed  upon  our  exchange  list. 

It  must  have  occurred  to  these  enterprising  gentlemen  that, 
securing  our  Journal  free,  they  could  turn  an  honest  penny  by 
selling  it,  second  hand,  to  Uncle  Sam  at  a  reduced  price,  for  we 
cannot  imagine  how  else  they  expected  to  get  it;  and  accord- 
ingly, when  the  schedules  alluded  to  were  sent  out  from  the 
Surgeon  General's  office,  these  e.  g.,  (we  presume),  filled  out  the 
entire  list.  We  do  not  know  at  what  price  they  offered  to  sell 
us  to  the  Surgeon  General,  but  whatever  it  was,  it  was  less  than 
two  dollars,  our  regular  subscription  price,  and — they  got  the  con- 
tract! Thus  we  lost  a  subscriber!  How  is  that  for  ethics  and 
etiquette,  and  professional  courtesy? 

Here  is  enterprise  for  you.  Something  new  in  medical  jour- 
nalism,— exchanges  turned  to  pecuniary  profit,  and  sold  at  a  dis- 
count. Here  is  a  trick  that  should  put  to  shame  the  originator 
of  the  wooden  nutmeg  racket.  (He  was  a  blue-blood,  we  be- 
lieve, from  "Bosting.")  We  are  like  the  fellow  who  didn't 
swear  when  he  was  cheated,  because  he  "couldn't  do  justice  to 
the  subject. ' '  We  have  no  words  with  which  to  express  our 
"feelinks."  The  pusillanimousness  of  the  transaction;  the  in- 
finitesimal smallness  of  such  a  deal  on  the  part  of  a  large  and 
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well-known  medical  publishing  house  as  to  sell,  second  hand 
(we  presume),  to  the  United  States  Government,  an  exchange 
journal,  for  about  a  dollar  and  a  half,  is  so  stupendous  in  its 
littleness  as  to  be  paralyzing  to  one's  thinking  apparatus.  It 
double  discounts  the  antiquated  yam  of  the  fellow  who  stole  the 
sweetening  out  of  the  negro  baby's  ginger  cake;  and  so  we  wrote 
Messrs.  C.  &  H. 

In  course  of  mail — after  they  had  about  had  time  to  get  our 
letter,  we  received  from  them  a  postal  card,  saying,  "Send  one 
copy  of  your  Journal  to  Surgeon  General,  M.  H.  S.,  Washington, 
and  send  us  bill  at  best  discount."  We  billed  them  at  $2,  the  price 
the  Surg.  General  had  paid  us  for  the  past  three  years,  and  wrote 
Dr.  Hamilton,  that  as  we  would  take  steps  to  frustrate  the  little 
scheme  of  the  Boston  bluebloods — putting  it  out  of  their  power 
to  fulfill  their  contract — by  stopping  our  exchange,  we  would, 
rather  than  that  the  Treasury  Department,  the  M.  H.  S.,  and 
the  sick  and  disabled  seaman  and  officers  should  be  deprived  of 
the  light  and  comfort  of  the  Red  Back  "Star  of  the  West,"  put 
the  M.  H.  Service  on  our  complimentary  list.  Messrs.  Cupples  & 
Hurd  cannot  well  refuse  to  pay  for  the  Journal — at  $2, — and  if 
they  do,  they  have  made  a  nice  little  spec,  by  which  they  must 
charge  to  profit  and  loss  about  fifty  cents  a  year.  Big  thing  that. 

Let  our  contemporaries  look  to  their  exchanges.  C.  &  H.  pre- 
sumably sell  them  to  the  exchange's  own  subscribers  at 
less  tHan  the  publishers  themselves  can  do.  If  this  game  has  been 
attempted  on  a  scale  large  enough  to  make  it  pay,  (as  we  appre- 
hend it  has,) — if  they,  C.  &  H.,  bid  on  all  the  publications  enu- 
merated on  Dr.  Hamilton's  schedule,  and  as  in  our  case,  under- 
bid the publihers,  good-by-John,  to  their  "exchange  list."  This 
is  nearer  selling  a  birthright  than  anything  since  the  days  of 
Esau.  Vive  la  Yankee !  Wooden  nutmegs,  redivivus.  Bos- 
ting  still  ahead  in  '  'culcher' '  and  Yankee  shrewdness. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  received  a  letter  from 
Cupples  &  Hurd,  in  reply  to  ours  of  the  nth.  They  refuse  to 
pay  the  subscription — on  the  ground  that  "now  [we]  you  have 
placed  the  Surgeon  General  on  your  [our]  free  list,  there  is  no 
use  in  sending  duplicate  copies' '  !  !    They  also  say  they  did  not. 
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expect  to  make  profit  on  any  one  item,  but  on  the  en  the  list  of 
publications  furnished  the  Surgeon  General."  .  .  .  [We told  j-ou 
so.]  They  claim  that  they  expected  us  to  send  the  Journal  and 
they  would  pa}- for  it  "at  our  best  discount."  Just  why  they 
should  inserfere  with  one  of  our  regular  paying  subscribers  and 
propose  to  sell  him  our  Journal  at  a  discount,  when  he  was 
paying  full  rate — expecting  themselves  a  further  discount — is 
one  of  those  things  "which  no  fellow  can  find  out."  Had  they 
secured  us  a  new  subscriber  at  full  rate  and  sent  us  the  name,  we 
would  gladly  have  allowed  them  the  usual  agent's  commission. 
Too  thin.  There  is  no  other  construction  to  be  put  upon  it  than 
that  they  expected  a  profit ;  and  no  how  else  could  they  get  it 
than  by  sending  their  own  copy,  second  hand.  If  they  had  paid 
ihe  bill, — which  they  now  shirk,  on  a  subterfuge,  it  would  have 
been  some  evidence  of  good  faith.  A  poor  "get  out,"  Messrs. 
C.  &  H. 

AN  UNFORTUNATE  CRITICISM  AND  A  THREATENED  BOYCOTT. 

The  editorial  staff  of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  is  composed  of  seven  physicians  and  a  lay  man  ;  the 
physicians  all  being  members  of  the  Louisiana  State  Medical 
Society.  It  seems  that  none  of  them  attended  the  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  society  at  Monroe,  notwithstanding  several  of  them, 
we  understand,  hold  important  positions, — one  being  chairman 
of  committee  on  "revision  of  Constitution,"  a  movement  set  on 
foot  at  his  suggestion.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  and  judging 
from  the  report  of  the  proceedings,  our  distinguished  contem- 
porary published  a  most  scathing,  and  we  think,  unjust  criti- 
cism, not  only  of  the  meeting,  but  of  the  society,  character- 
izing the  meeting  as  made  up  of  a  "  few  straggling,  languid,  in- 
consequent men ' '  (or  physicians — we  quote  from  memory)  1 1  as- 
sembled for  the  most  part  for  a  few  days  of  cigar  smoking  and 
story-telling;"  and  denouncing  the  proceedings  as  "slipshod 
and  indifferent, "  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  society  should 
be  dissolved  as  "a  useless  consumer  of  time  and  --.  encumberer 
of  the  earth' '  !  ! 

This  naturally  fired  the  indignation  of  the  members — some 
two  hundred  of  the  best  known  physicians  in  the  State,  amongst 
them  the  venerable  and  distinguished  Drs.  R.  H.  Day  and  Jo- 


daniel's  texas  medical  journal 


»5 


seph  Jones,  ex-Presidents;  the  latter,  the  able  and  distinguished 
President  of  Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health,  and  they  are  out 
in  a  circular,  denouncing  as  false,  the  statements  made  in  said 
editorial  ;  and  in  another  circular  signed  by  Dr.  Fox,  of  Jesuits 
Bend,  ex-President  of  the  society,  and  a  long  list  of  other  promi- 
nent members,  they  recommend  the  expulsion  from  the  society 
of  the  editors  of  the  Journal,  and  also  from  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  if  any  are  members,  and  advise  the  physicians  of 
the  State,  to  withdraw  their  support  from  the  Journal. 

This  would  be  a  serious,  if  not  fatal  blow  to  that  able  organ, 
and  we  sincerely  trust  that  some  measure  of  reconciliation  and 
adjustment  may  yet  be  devised  whereby  the  boycott  may  be 
avoided.  The  signers  of  the  circular  suggest  the  founding  of 
an  organ  of  the  society  after  the  manner  of  the  Journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  we  express  an  opinion  on  this  unfor- 
tunate controversy,  but  it  does  seem  to  us  that  if  failure  to  make 
the  meetings  a  success  had  followed  prompt  attendance  and  per- 
sistent effort  on  the  part  of  every  member  of  the  staff  of  the  New 
Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  (who  were  in  position  to 
materially  aid  the  cause),  there  would  perhaps  have  been  some 
justification- for  writing  a  sharp  critisism;  but,  in  our  opinion, 
nothing  can  justify  such  a  criticism  as  the  one  alluded  to,  and 
especially,  considering  the  fact  that  it  does  not  appear  that  these 
members  did  anything  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  things: 
but,  on  the  contrary,  neglected  important  duties  assigned  them, 
(some  of  them),  the  failure  of  performance  of  which  must  have 
contributed  to  weaken  the  interest  of  that  particular  meeting. 
Certainly,  the  course  of  the  Journal  is  iconoclastic,  rather  than 
calculated  to  foster  organization,  build  up  the  society  and  ad- 
vance the  interest  of  medical  science  in  the  Pelican  State.  The 
worst  feature  in  the  unfortunate  affair  is,  that  the  Journal  has 
been  the  be  ficiary  of  the  society  in  the  matter  of  receiving  for 
publicatioi  A  only  the  reports,  but  papers  read  at  the  sessions. 
The  editorial  referred  to  was  as  surprising  as  it  was  unjust. 
Surely,  the  heat  of  the  Crescent  City  must  have  affected  the 
brain  of  our  usually  cool  and  level  headed  confrere. 

Come  over  to  Austin  ;  enjoy  the  delightful  sea  breezes  and 
luscious  fruits  of  this  favored  clime,  and  cool  off. 
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Practice  and  House  for  Sale  in  McLennan  county,  twelve 
miles  from  Waco,  at  a  thriving  railroad  station  and  in  a  rich  sec- 
tion of  the  county.  Address  O.,  care  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Austin, 
Texas. 


Our  friend  and  subscriber,  Dr.  H.  H.  Darr,  of  Caldwell,  has 
the  Journal's  sincere  sympathy  in  the  loss  of  his  bright  little 
son,  who  died  of  congestion  recently.  The  little  fellow  was  only 
six  years  of  age,  a  promising  and  unusually  intelligent  boy,  and 
the  pride  of  his  parents.  His  death  is  a  great  grief  to  them,  and 
a  large  circle  of  sympathizing  friends. 


Transactions  State  State  Medical  Association  for 
1888. — The  printing  of  this  volume  is  completed  and  it  is  now 
in  the  bindery  and  will  be  ready  for  mailing  early  in  September. 
It  is  a  very  handsome  volume,  of  three  hundred  pages,  with  an 
engraved  portrait  of  the  President  and  a  cut  of  the  new  capitol. 
Let  delinquent  members  hurry  up  their  dues  to  Dr.  Larendon, 
the  treasurer,  at  Houston,  if  they  would  be  remembered  by  the 
Publishing  Committee. 


We  regret  exceedingly  to  chronicle  the  death  of  Mrs.  T.  C. 
Osborn.  She  died  at  Cleburne,  Texas,  July  18,  ult.,  after  a  lin- 
gering and  painful  illness,  at  the  age  of  61  years.  Mrs.  Osborn 
was  the  wife  of  Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn  (an  honorary  member  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association),  and  was  a  native  of  Alabama, 
a  daughter  of  Col.  Matthew  W.  McClellan,  of  Somerville,  Mor- 
gan county.  She  was  the  mother  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Osborn,  of  Cle- 
burne.   We  tender  to  the  bereaved  family  our  sincere  sympathy. 


Equipping  the  Texas  Medical  College. — Prof.  Hamilton 
A.  West,  M.  D.,  of  the  Texas  Medical  College  Faculty,  has  gone 
to  New  York  and  Philadelphia  to  purchase  the  outfit  for  the  col- 
lege laboratories  and  museum,  having  been  selected  for  that  deli- 
cate and  responsible  mission  by  the  Faculty  and  Board  of  Trustees. 
The  Professor  has  full  discretionary  powers  and  goes  "without 
instructions  as  to  limit."  Everything  purchased  will  be  of  the 
latest  and  most  approved  style,  and  the  laboratories  are  to  be 
equipped  in  the  most  thorough  and  complete  manner.  The  regu- 
lar session  will  open  October  15.  Prof.  West  will  contribute  a 
letter  to  this  Journal  from  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 
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Good  Opening  for  a  Physician. — The  death  of  Dr.  Tomp- 
kins, at  Sandy  Point,  near  Houston,  creates  a  vacancy  in  a  sec- 
tion of  rich  agricultural  country,  which  is  thus  left  without  a 
physician  within  a  radius  of  thirty  miles.  Mrs.  Tompkins  is 
desirous  of  selling  her  place,  which  is  the  handsomest  and  most 
desirable  in  the  town,  and  will  sell  it  very  low.  It  is  modern, 
newly  built,  and  contains  all  the  conveniences  of  a  first-class 
home,  with  orchard,  water,  flowers,  out-houses,  etc.  Practice 
worth  $3,000  a  year,  besides  the  convict  practice,  for  which  the 
State  pays  $50  a  month. 

Address,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Tompkins,  Sandy  Point,  or  the  editor  of 
this  Journal. 


Death  of  Dr.  Frank  Tompkins. — Died  July  26,  1888,  from 
the  effects  of  injuries  inflicted  by  an  assassin,  an  account  of  which 
was  given  in  the  last  number  of  the  Journal,  Dr.  Frank  A. 
Tompkins,  of  Sandy  Point,  Texas.  Dr.  Tompkins  was  59  years 
of  age  and  a  native  of  Edgefield,  South  Carolina.  He  came  to 
Texas  soon  after  the  war  and  located  at  Galveston,  where  he 
practiced  medicine  several  years,  serving  through  the  memorable 
epidemic  of  yellow  fever  in  1867.  He  removed  thence  to  the 
village  of  Sandy  Point,  on  the  Brazos,  near  Houston,  where  he 
resided  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  doing  a  very  large  and  labor- 
ious practice,  extending  over  an  area  of  thirty  miles.  Dr.  Tomp- 
kins married  a  Houston  lady  (name  unknown  to  us)  about  1875, 
and  she  and  five  young  children  survive  him  and  mourn  his  un- 
timely loss.  As  a  man,  a  physician,  a  husband,  father,  citizen, 
Dr.  Tompkins  was  most  exemplary,  and  a  large  circle  of  devoted 
friends  sincerely  mourn  his  most  untimely  death,  and  sympathize 
with  his  bereaved  family.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association,  and  also  of  the  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit 
Association,  holding  certificate  No.  50.  (An  assessment  will  be 
issued  for  the  benefit  of  his  family  as  soon  as  the  last  assessment 
(No.  7,  Dr.  Harrington,)  is  settled  up.) 

In  South  Carolina,  Dr.  Tompkins  had  an  extensive  connection 
amongst  the  oldest  families  in  the  State,  the  Calhouns  and  Glo- 
vers and  others  of  the  old  resident  families. 


Reward. — As  an  additional  inducement  to  join  the  Physi- 
cians' Mutual  Benefit  Association,  this  offer  is  made: 
Every  subscriber  who  pays  his  subscription  in  advance  for  the 
present  volume  (Vol.  IV.),  and  is  not  a  member  of  the  P.  M.  B. 
A.,  will  receive  his  certificate  of  membership  free.  This  offer  is 
good  till  October  1st.  It  applies  to  new  subscribers  as  well; 
but  not  to  those  in  arrears  who  pa)'  up,  unless  the}'  lenew  at  the 
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same  time,  enclosing  the  subscription  due  and  one  year  in  ad- 
vance; or,  to  be  better  understood,  the  initiation  fee  (or  dues  for 
year  ending  December  31,  1888,)  is  one  dolla? ;  the  subscription 
price  of  the  Journal  two  dollars.  The  two  will  be  clubbed  till 
October  1st  for  two  dollars;  the  price  of  the  Journal  alone. 

The  annual  dues  of  one  dollar  is  payable  yearly  thereafter,  on 
January  1st.  There  is  no  other  expense  attending  membership, 
and  assessments  (of  one  dollar  each)  are  only  made  in  case  of  the 
death  of  a  member,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  or  benefi- 
ciary named  in  application  on  joining. 

In  remitting,  state  plainly  if  this  offer  is  claimed;  if  so,  give 
name  of  beneficiary,  and  post-office  address. 

Another  Offer. — Any  young  (or  old)  physician  who  de- 
sires to  aid  the  cause,  is  authorized  to  canvass  for  membership  in 
the  P.  M.  B.  A.,  and  to  reserve,  as  commission,  half  of  the  ad- 
mission fee  (or  dues  for  the  year  ending  December  31st),  which 
is  one  dollar,  and  also  to  take  subscriptions  for  the  Journal, 
and  retain  half  the  subscription  price  for  his  services.  Thus,  for 
the  two,  he  can  earn  $1.50  for  each  subscriber  and  member  se- 
cured, and  aid  a  good  cause  at  the  same  time. 


A  special  from  Brownsville,  of  the  14th,  says:  Quarantine  is 
in  force  against  the  neighboring  Mexican  town  of  Matamoras, 
and  all  communication  between  the  two  cities  is  utterly  sus- 
pended, to  the  great  inconvenience  of  hundreds  whose  business 
relations  embrace  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  to  the  destruction 
of  commerce.  The  cause  for  this  was,  that  the  Mexican  gun-boat, 
Independencia,  which  arrived  at  Bagdad,  on  the  Mexican  side  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  Friday,  two  days  out  from  Vera 
Cruz,  landed  fifteen  passengers  and  baggage  Saturday,  and, 
without  any  attempt  to  quarantine  them,  they  came  at  once  to 
Matamoras,  where  they  arrived  yesterday.  The  Matamoras  Junta 
de  Sanidad  held  a  meeting  at  five  o'clock,  last  evening:,  with 
Mayor  Milquiades  Torres  presiding.,  and,  after  reading  an  offi- 
cial communication  from  the  Mexican  consul  in  Brownsville, 
and  the  proclamation  of  our  quarantine  officer,  Wolff,  closing 
the  ferry  against  Matamoras,  they  took  the  following  extraordi- 
nary retaliatory  action:  "Considering  that  New  Orleans  is  in 
the  same  condition  medico- topographically  as  Vera  Cruz,  and 
besides  having  reliable  information  that  in  the  first  named  port 
there  is  actually  existing  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria  without  this 
being  an  obstacle  against  the  admittance  of  passengers  and 
freight,  the  Junta,  as  a  measure  of  prudence  and  precaution, 
order  that  the  passes  between  Browrisville  and  Brazos  and  this 
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city,  and  its  jurisdiction,  Bagdad,  be  closed,  the  time  of  this  pro- 
hibition to  continue  the  period  that .  the  Junta  considers  con- 
venient, the  Mayor  being  in  accord  with  the  Junta,  counting  on 
the  official  co-operation  of  the  General-in-Chief  of  this  military 
zone,  which  has  been  solicited."  This  quarantining  of  cities 
where  there  is  no  infectious  disease,  is  outrageous.  Had  they 
taken  the  most  ordinary  precaution  against  the  admittance  of  in- 
fection by  the  passengers  of  the  gun-boat  Independencia,  or  had 
General  Vela  chosen  to  allow  his  family,  who  arrived  by  her,  to 
pass  a  few  days  in  one  of  the  lower  river  ranches,  all  the  quaran- 
tine difficulty  here  would  have  been  avoided.  As  it  is,  Mata- 
moras  has  a  very  small  stock  of  flour,  coffee,  sugar,  and  other 
necessities,  in  stock,  and  goods  which  arrived  on  the  steamer 
Morgan,  this  evening,  will  not  be  allowed  to  cross.  Matamoras 
merchants  are  alarmed,  and  fear  a  scarcity,  and  are  treating  for 
a  schooner  load  of  groceries  to  be  sent  from  New  Orleans  to 
Bagdad,  direct.  An  attempt  was  made  to  send  a  boat  load  of 
citizens  of  Matamoras  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  this  after- 
noon. Among  them  were  several  poor  women,  who  were  caught 
on  this  side,  and  who  are  thus  separated  from  their  families  of 
little  children.  The  boat  was  warned  off  by  the  Mexican  police, 
and  not  allowed  to  land.  The  river,  on  the  Mexican  side,  is 
patrolled  by  soldiers.  ' 

Publisher's  J^otes. 


We  have  received  from  Publisher  Geo.  S.  Davis — "Abdomi- 
nal Surgery"  and  "The  Disorders  of  Menstruation,"  of  the  series 
of  Physicians  Leisu re  Library.  Price  each,  paper,  25  cents;  cloth, 
50  cents,  by  mail. 


Dr.  R.  W.  St.  Clair,  of  Brooklyn,  reports  the  following  case  : 
Mrs.  D.  sent  for  me.  I  diagnosed  sub-peritoneal  haematocele. 
She  was  very  low,  and  could  keep  nothing  on  her  stomach.  I 
called  in  the  best  aid  in  New  York  or  Brooklyn,  and  all  said  she 
would  die  from  inanition.  I  put  her  on  "Vin  Mariani"  (small 
doses,  and  every  half  hour).  I  also  operated  by  electricity,  and 
aspirated  two  quarts  of  thick  dark  blood.  She  was  so  low,  she 
could  not  lift  her  hand  to  her  head.  I  kept  the  "Vin  M."  go- 
ing every  half  hour ;  she  retained  it  and  felt  refreshed  from  the 
first.  In  two  weeks  she  could  get  out  of  her  bed,  and  came 
through  in  fine  style.  I  know  she  would  have  died  but  for  the 
help  '  'Vin  Mariani' '  gave  her.  It  was  ,the  only  thing  she  could 
keep  down,  and  it  gave  her  strength.  It  acted  like  a  pleasant 
stimulant,  without  the  usual  reaction  of  other  stimulants. 
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THE  MODERN  TREATMENT  OF  NEURALGIA. 

By  IvAndon  Carter  Gray,  M.  D., 
Prof,  of  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases  in  the  New  York  Polycli?iic. 

[Written  for  Section  on  Practice,  T.  S.  M.  A.,  but  was  not  received  in  time  to 
be  read  ;  published  in  The  Journal  by  authority  of  writer.] 

THE  modern  study  of  nervous  diseases  has  modified  many  of 
the  old  ideas  about  the  nature  of  neuralgia,  and  added 
many  new  details  of  great  value  in  the  treatment.  For  example, 
the  time-honored  saying  that  '  'neuralgia  is  the  outcry  of  an  im- 
poverished blood,"  expressed  only  thelincomplete  knowledge  of 
the  older  physicians  of  a  time  when  the  vascular  system  was  held 
to  be  the  cause  of  all  abnormal  phenomena  of  the  human  body, 
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and  gives  emphasis  to  what  the  later  developments  of  science 
have  shown  to  be  only  one  of  the  many  causes  of  neuralgia,  and 
that,  too,  a  very  subsidiary  one. 

Before  considering  more  immediately  the  subject  of  my  paper^ 
I  desire  to  lay  great  emphasis  upon  the  fact  that  distinction 
should  always  be  made  between  neuralgia  and  neuritis.  I  scarce- 
ly need  to  remind  your  learned  body  that  a  peripheral  nerve  is 
made  up  of  the  axis-cylinder,  a  continuous  nitrogenized  body 
running  from  the  central  nervous  organs  to  the  sensory  structures 
of  the  periphery ;  of  a  fatty  sheath  surrounding  the  axis-cylin- 
der, and  known  as  the  medullary  sheath  ;  and,  finally,  of  a  del- 
icate, transparent,  connective-tissue  sheath,  enveloping  both 
medullary  layer  and  axis-cylinder  like  a  glove,  and  designated 
as  the  Sheath  of  Schwann.  A  neuritis,  or  inflammation  of  this 
peripheral  nerve  in  these  three  structures — axis-cylinder,  medul- 
lary layer,  sheath  of  Schwann — causes  structural  changes  which 
are  visible  under  the  microscope.  These  changes  are  manifold, 
and  differ  in  degree  according  to  the  severity  of  the  inflamma- 
tion. In  the  lighter  forms  of  neuritis  the  delicate  connective- 
tissue  sheath  may  alone  be  involved,  so  that  its  structure  becomes 
somewhat  thickened,  and  it  loses  its  translucent  appearance,  be- 
coming more  and  more  opaque  ;  the  little  cellular  bodies,  the 
nuclei,  increase  in  number  and  size,  and  take  up  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  the  coloring  matter  which  may  be  used,  such  as  carmine 
or  hematoxylin,  whereas  in  health  they  are  very  sparse  and  not 
easily  colorable.  In  the  types  of  neuritis  that  are  somewhat 
more  severe  the  fatty  layer  surrounding  the  axis-cylinder,  the 
medullary  layer,  becomes  implicated,  and  breaks  up  more  or  less 
into  its  constituent  fat,  so  that  it  loses  its  even  and  continuous 
appearance,  or  is  dissolved  into  irregular  fatty  chunks,  or  even 
into  actual  fat  globules.  Finally,  in  the  most  severe  types,  the 
axis-cylinder  becomes  altered  in  shape,  or  becomes  partially  or 
entirely  disintegrated.  The  clinical  symptoms  indicative  of  these 
molecular  changes,  which  are  known  by  the  name  of  neuritis, 
are  : 

Pain,  which  is  steadily  fixed  in  the  distribution  of  the  partic- 
ular nerve  affected  ; 
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In  the  severer  forms,  a  swelling  of  the  region  to  which  the  af- 
fected nerves  are  distributed,  the  swelling  being  accompanied  by 
a  glossy  and  hot  skin  ; 

Often  by  actual  motor  paralysis  of  the  muscles  to  which  the 
affected  nerve  is  distributed. 

Neuralgia,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  functional  affection,  which 
is  unaccompanied  by  any  signs  of  molecular  alteration  discover- 
able in  the  nerve  affected  ;  and  the  clinical  symptom  which  de- 
notes this  functional  affection  is  pain  alone,  which  may  be  main- 
ly located  in  one  nerve,  but  which  almost  invariably  jumps  at 
intervals  from  this  nerve  to  others  in  the  neighborhood,  or  to 
symmetrical  ones  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  body. 

It  may  happen,  of  course,  that  a  long  continued  neuralgia  may 
lead  to  neuritis  ;  or  it  may  happen,  on  the  other  hand,  that  a 
neuritis  of  the  sub-acute  or  chronic  type  may  begin  with  symp- 
toms of  a  neuralgic  character.  But  the  differentiation  can  easily 
be  made  as  the  disease  progresses. 

Although  our  knowledge  of  the  causation  of  neuralgia  still 
lacks  precision,  we  are  yet  cognizant  of  a  number  of  etiological 
factors  for  whose  possible  existence  in  any  given  case  we  should 
carefully  examine.  We  should  always  search  for  a  history  of 
malaria,  and  not  only  for  a  history  of  actually  existing  malaria, 
but  for  a  history  of  preceding  malaria.  If  an  individual  lives  in 
a  malarious  district,  and  has  distinct  malarial  attacks,  with  typ- 
ical chill,  fever  and  sweating,  we  are  not  likely  to  be  thrown  off 
our  guard.  But  it  should  also  be  borne  in  mind,  as  is  not  gen- 
erally known,  that  an  individual  may  have  been  subject  to  mala- 
ria in  the  past,  not  have  any  rise  in  the  temperature  or  chill  or 
sweating  in  the  present,  and  yet  have  a  distinct  periodical  neural- 
gia left  as  a  relic  of  the  precedent  malarial  condition.  For  in- 
stance, many  such  cases  of  neuralgia  will  come  on  at  regular 
periods  which  are  just  as  exact  in  their  arrival  as  were  the  full- 
fledged  malarial  attacks  precedent  to  them,  often  in  the  distant 
past.  All  the  treatment  in  the  world  addressed  to  this  form  of 
neuralgia  between  these  periodical  periods  is  worse  than  useless, 
inasmuch  as  it  often  aggravates  the  suffering  ;  and  yet  they  can 
usually  be  promptly  cured  when  medicine  is  directed  to  them  at 
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the  proper  time.  Then,  too,  the  condition  known  as  lithaemia  is 
often  the  cause  of  neuralgia — i.  e. ,  a  condition  in  which  the  tongue 
is  coated,  the  bowels  are  somewhat  constipated,  the  patient  com- 
plains of  vertigo,  various  tingling,  furry  and  abnormal  sensations 
in  the  extremities.  Lithaemia  is  a  very  frequent  sequel  of  pro- 
longed malarial  infection,  is  often  seen  in  malarious  districts  even 
when  no  distinct  symptoms  of  malaria  are  present,  and  is  a  fre- 
quent phenomenon  in  individuals  who  are  personally  or  heredi- 
tarily of  gouty  or  rheumatic  tendencies.  Atmospheric  variations, 
which  are  so  frequent  in  this  American  country  of  ours,  consti- 
tute another  fertile  source  of  neuralgia.  Uncorrected  errors  of 
•ocular  refraction  occasionally  set  up  neuralgia,  such  as  astigmat- 
ism, hypermetropia,  and  myopia  ;  although  these  causes  are  not 
nearly  so  frequent  as  certain  of  our  writers  would  make  them  out 
to  be. 

In  any  given  case,  therefore,  careful  regard  should  be  had  to 
the  distinction  between  neuralgia  and  neuritis,  to  a  possible  ma- 
larial infection,  to  a  possible  post  malarial  periodicity,  to  a  pos- 
sible lithaemia,  to  a  possible  exposure  to  great  atmospheric  varia- 
tions, to  possible  errors  of  ocular  refraction. 

If  malaria  be  present,  it  should  be  broken  up  vigorously  by 
means  of  the  usual  treatment  upon  which  I  need  not  dwell,  and 
in  most  cases  the  neuralgia  will  then  disappear.  If  there  be  a 
post-malarial  periodicity,  the  treatment  should  be  addressed  to 
the  periodica1  attacks  alone.  Some  six  to  twelve  hours  before 
the  attack  is  expected,  quinine  sulph.,  gr.  v-xx — or  even  xxx 
should  be  :  vTen,  conjoined  with  morphiae  acetatis,  gr.  ^3-1-6, 
which  lattei  lad  best  be  given  hypodermically,  if  that  be  pos- 
sible. If  individual  be  strong  and  robust,  the  breaking  up 
of  the  p  city  will  usually  cure  the  neuralgia,  and  no  further 
treatmen  I  be  needed.  If  the  individual  be  not  robust,  it 
may  be  n  sary  to  follow  the  treatment,  after  the  periodicity 
has  been  :en  up,  by  means  of  drugs  which  have  been  found 
useful  in  -malarial  sequelae.  The  best  of  these  are  arsenic, 
h>est  giv  Fowler's  solution,  gtt.  ii-iii,  three  times  a  day,  and 
iron,  pr  "  le  the  j tincture  of  the  muriate,  gtt.  xx-xxx,  three 
times  a 
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If  lithsemia  be  present,  the  patient  should  be  put  upon  a  min- 
eral acid  and  laxatives.  The  best  acid  for  this  purpose  is  the 
dilute  nitro-muriatic,  of  which  twenty  drops  should  be  given 
three  times  daily,  before  meals,  in  a  wineglass  of  water,  and  this 
continued  for  two  or  three  weeks.  Laxatives  should  be  used 
gently,  so  as  to  cause  easy  and  somewhat  liquid  movements,  but 
never  to  purge  or  to  act  with  watery  transudation.  If  the  lithse- 
mia be  post-malarial,  calomel,  gr.  i-ii,  given  at  bed  time,  and 
followed  in  the  morning,  if  necessary,  with  a  small  dose  of  a  sa- 
line, may  often  be  used  with  great  benefit,  provided  that  the  pa- 
tient be  strong  and  hearty,  but  it  should  always  be  borne  in 
mind  that  calomel  may  act  very  unfavorably  upon  the  neuralgia 
if  the  patient  be  weak  or  debilitated.  In  any  event,  the  calomel 
should  not  be  used  more  than  once,  or  at  long  intervals.  Usual- 
ly the  best  preparation,  if  I  may  judge  from  a  considerable  ex- 
perience, is  the  fluid  extract  of  Cascara  Sagrada.  The  great 
value  of  this  drug  is  that  it  can  be  increased  or  diminished,  ac- 
cording to  the  idiosyncracy  of  the  patient,  with  absolute  impu- 
nity, so  that  one  patient  may  get  all  the  desired  effects  from  ten 
drops  once  daily,  whilst  another  may  have  to  take  one  ounce 
three  times  daily  for  the  same  purpose.  My  rule  is  to  commence 
with  one  drachm  doses  three  times  a  day,  telling  the  patient  that 
I  want  him  only  to  have  one  or  two  easy  liquid  stools  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  and  then  let  them  regulate  the  dose  for  them- 
selves. After  this  laxative  and  mineral  acid  treatment  has  con- 
tinued for  ten  days  or  two  weeks,  it  may  be  stopped,  and  a  bitter 
tonic  should  be  given  in  place  of  the  acid,  and  the  laxative  should 
only  be  used  accordingly  as  necessity  may  arise. 

If  the  neuralgia  has  been  plainly  caused  by  some  great  atmos- 
pheric variation,  or  by  a  series  of  them,  the  patient  should,  if 
possible,  be  removed  to  a  more  equable  climate,  when  it  is  seen 
that  other  treatment  has  failed. 

The  errors  of  refraction  should  be  carefully  corrected  by  means- 
of  glasses  that  should  be  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  patient  by 
some  competent  oculist,  and  not  by  the  harum-scarum  methods 
of  the  ordinary  shop-keeping  optician. 

The  neuralgia  will  cease  in  a  certain  proportion  of  cases  upon 
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the  removal  of  the  above  causative  factors.  Should  it  not  do  so, 
however — and  the  neuralgic  habit  often  keeps  up  after  a  per- 
fectly adequate  cause  for  it  has  been  removed — or  should  it  ap- 
pear without  any  of  these  above-mentioned  causes,  our  treatment 
must  be  directed  to  the  malady  itself,  and  then  it  is  that  we  must 
make  distinction  between  neuralgia  of  the  tregiminus,  of  the 
sciatic,  and  of  the  nerves  of  the  trunk  and  extremities,  as  each 
has  peculiarities  of  its  own. 

In  trigeminal  neuralgia,  defective  teeth  should  always  be 
looked  for  and  carefully  attended  to  ;  and  in  this  form  electricity 
seems  to  be  of -little  or  no  use. 

In  sciatic  neuralgia,  the  patient  should  be  put  absolutely  to 
bed  for  a  week  or  two  at  the  commencement  of  the  treatment,  for 
we  are  dealing  with  a  long  and  large  nerve  which  is  irritated  by 
every  movement  of  the  extremity,  and  here  we  must  carefully 
search,  by  a  rectal  examination,  for  a  possible  intra-pelvic  tumor. 

If  these  clinical  differences  be  borne  in  mind,  the  treatment 
of  these  different  forms  may  be  the  same.  It  may  be  laid  down 
as  an  axiom  that  pain  should  be  promptly  checked  until  we  have 
had  time  to  directly  treat  the  disease.  In  every  case  the  affected 
nerve  should  be  placed  absolutely  at  rest.  If  the  lower  extremity 
or  the  trunk  be  affected,  the  patient  should  be  put  into  bed 
and  made  to  quietly  stay  there.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  other- 
wise keep  a  leg  or  the  abdominal  muscles  at  rest.  If  an  upper 
extremity  be  affected,  it  should  be  carried  in  a  sling,  and  not 
used.  The  most  effective  drugs  for  the  prompt  relief  of  pain  are 
antipyrin,  antifebrin  and  the  alkaloids  of  opium.  In  a  large 
proportion  of  cases  antipyrin  and  antifebrin  will  do  all  that  mor- 
phia can  do.  Antipyrin  should  be  given  in  gr.  v  doses  every 
hour  until  the  pain  is  relieved,  or  a  maximum  dosage  of  40  grs. 
has  been  attained  in  24  hours  ;  but  in  using  this  drug,  the  heart 
should  always  be  carefully  examined,  so  as  to  avoid  administer- 
ing it  in  organic  valvular  lesions,  and  it  should  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  it  is  very  depressing  in  its  action  in  many  cases.  For 
this  latter  reason  antifebrin  has  of  late  come  into  use,  because  it 
does  not  depress;  }'et,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  antifebrin  has  not  anything 
like  the  pain-relieving  properties  of  antipyrin,  although  it  is  well 
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to  make  trial  of  it  in  any  case  where  antipyrin  is  contra-indi- 
cated. The  antipyrin  may  be  given  in  simple  solution  in  water, 
and  the  antifebrin  may  be  given  either  in  pill  or  suspended  in 
some  mucilaginous  mixture.  Should  neither  antipyrin  or  anti- 
febrin completely  or  promptly  check  the  pain,  resort  must  be  had 
to  morphia,  unless  the  character  of  the  patient  is  such  that  the 
morphine  habit  is  to  be  feared,  and  even  then  it  may  often  be  given 
in  such  a  shape  that  the  patient  is  not  aware  of  what  is  being 
taken.  The  form  of  morphia  to  be  used  will  vary  accordingly  as 
the  neuralgia  is  of  the  trigeminus,  of  the  extremities,  or  of  the 
abdomen.  For  abdominal  neuralgia  a  combination  of  the  sul- 
phate of  morphia  with  atropia  is  the  best  form,  such  as  is  com- 
bined in  the  hypodermic  tablets  put  up  by  many  houses  and  con- 
taining morphia  sulph.  gr.  }&  and  atropia  gr.  1-200.  For  the 
neuralgia  of  the  extremities  and  the  trigeminus  a  solution  should 
he  made  of  the  acetete  of  morphia,  of  such  strength  that  each 
drop  will  contain  gr.  }e ,  and  this  will  keep  best  when  a  small 
quantity  of  carbolic  acid  is  added  to  it.  Either  form  of  morphia 
is  best  administered  hypodermically,  although  this  is  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  a  dose  should  be  gr.  }£-}4- 

Quinine  and  galvanism,  when  properly  administered,  will  re- 
lieve pain  quite  as  effectively  as  these  analgesics,  but  they  will  do 
it  much  more  slowly  and  gradually,  although  often  more  effect- 
ively. An  occasional  dose  of  quinine  should  be  given  at  bed 
time,  say  gr.  v  in  capsule,  and  this  should  be  continued  for  two 
or  three  nights  and  then  stopped,  only  to  be  renewed  occasionally 
when  there  is  a  relapse. 

Galvanism  is  the  most  effective  agent  that  we  have  for  the 
final  relief  of  neuralgia  of  the  trunk  and  extremities,  although  it 
does  not  seem  to  have  much  effect  upon  neuralgia  of  the  trige- 
minus. To  apply  galvanism  properly  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
good  battery,  a  measuring  apparatus,  and  proper  electrodes. 
There  are  a  number  of  galvanic  batteries  to  be  had,  but  the  most 
of  them  require  to  be  filled  so  often  as  to  be  very  incon- 
stant in  their  current,  and  it  is  difficult  at  any  time  to  know  how 
much  electricity  is  actually  flowing.  I  consider  the  chloride  of 
silver  batter}-  to  be  the  best,  most  constant,  and  most  portable 
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that  is  made.  A  measuring  instrument,  graded  into  the  elec- 
trical units  which  are  known  as  milliamperes,  and  which  is  called 
a  milliampere-meter,  can  now  be  had  in  this  country  of  very  ex- 
cellent make,  and  is  indispensable  in  determining  the  amount  of 
current  that  is  passing  at  any  given  time.  It  is  impossible  to 
give  directions  by  indicating  the  number  of  cells,  because  the 
cells  vary  so  much  from  day  to  day,  accordingly  as  they  have 
been  filled  or  not,  except  in  the  case  of  the  chloride  of  silver 
cells,  which  give  forth  a  constant  current  for  upwards  of  two 
years  without  need  of  repair ;  and  even  with  this  latter  the 
varying  conductivity  of  the  skin  in  different  individuals  will  al- 
low a  greater  or  lesser  current  to  pass  in  one  person  than  will  pass 
in  another.  Nor  is  the  sensation  of  the  patient  any  guide  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  electrical  current,  because  that  sensation  may 
be  heightened  or  decreased  in  cases  of  neuralgia.  We  must 
therefore  grade  the  current  by  one  of  these  measuring  instru- 
ments, one  of  the  milliampere-meters,  if  galvanism  is  to  be  used 
with  any  precision.  The  electrodes  should  differ  in  size  accord- 
ing to  the  part  of  the  body  to  be  galvanized.  One  pair  should 
be  about  5x6  inches,  another  one  should  be  4x2  inches,  and  a 
fourth  one  should  be  of  round  shape,  of  1  inch  diameter.  These 
electrodes  should  be  carefully  covered  with  a  fine,  closely  cut 
sponge,  or  with  absorbent  cotton,  fastened  with  a  small  elastic 
band.  Whenever  they  are  applied,  the  skin  should  be  well 
moistened  with  hot  water,  and  the  electrodes  should  also  be 
thoroughly  saturated  in  this,  in  order  to  diminish  the  non-con- 
ductivity of  dry  skin  and  dry  sponge  or  cotton.  Furthermore, 
in  order  to  apply  galvanism  properly,  it  is  necessary  to  study  the 
so-called  "motor  points"  which  have  been  mapped  out  of  late 
years  by  electricians,  and  a  chart  of  which  can  be  found  in  any 
of  the  electrical  text-books.  These  motor  points,  as  is  well 
known,  are  spots  where  the  nerve-trunks  or  muscular  nerve-fila- 
ments are  most  superficial  and  most  readily  attacked  by  the 
electrical  current.  Turning  on  a  current  from  ten  cells,  one  of 
the  larger  electrodes  should  be  placed  upon  the  skin,  moistened 
as  above,  at  some  distance  from  the  motor  point  of  the  affected 
nerve,  and  then  a  smaller  electrode,  the  one  of  three  inches. 
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diameter,  should  be  gently  and  gradully  placed  upon  this  motor 
point.  If  the  current  then  be  unfelt  by  the  patient,  it  should  be 
gradually  increased  until  about  ten  milliamperes  are  seen  to  pass. 
Even  if  not  felt  then,  it  should  not  be  pushed  further;  but  if  the 
patient  has  a  painful  sensation  in  the  affected  nerve  from  a  lesser 
current,  the  strength  of  the  current  should  be  diminished  so  as  to 
give  no  pain  at  all.  The  best  spot  upon  which  to  place  the  large 
electrode  not  used  upon  the  motor  point  is  the  sternum.  The 
current  should  be  passed  for  about  five  minutes,  and  every  day, 
unless  it  is  thought  that  every  other  day  will  answer  the  purpose. 
After  the  motor  point  has  thus  been  treated,  the  two  large  elec- 
trodes should  be  well  wet  with  water,  and  one  applied  in  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  whilst  the  other  is  put  over  the  lower  dorsal 
spine,  the  skin  having  first  been  well  wet  with  hot  water,  and  a 
current  of  ten  to  fifteen  milliamperes  passed  for  three  times  at 
the  first  sittings,  then  for  five  and  ten  minutes  in  subsequent  sit- 
tings. In  using  these  large  electrodes,  great  care  should  be 
taken  to  first  put  one  in  place  and  then  bring  the  other  down 
upon  the  skin  very  gradually  and  carefully,  so  as  to  avoid  any 
shock,  and  the  same  precautions  should  be  used  in  taking  them 
away.  Often,  too,  it  will  be  found  very  useful  to  apply  one  of 
the  large  electrodes  at  the  upper  part  of  the  affected  limb 
and  the  other  at  its  lower  part.  The  great  advantage  of 
galvanism  is  that  it  can  be  given  in  these  doses  for  almost  any 
length  of  time  with  perfect  impunity,  provided  that  care  be  taken 
in  the  manner  indicated  to  avoid  shocks  from  sudden  interrup- 
tions of  the  flow  of  the  current. 

As  the  quinine  and  galvanism  and  the  rest  manifest  their  effect 
upon  the  neuralgia,  the  analgesics  should  be  entirely  removed, 
and  at  this  stage  of  the  treatment  it  will  usually  be  found  ex- 
tremely useful,  unless  the  individual  be  full-blooded  and  red- 
blooded,  to  make  free  use  of  iron,  best  of  the  dialized  iron  in 
one  drachm  doses,  three  times  daily,  after  meals,  in  half  a  teacup 
of  water.  In  young  individuals,  in  the  colder  months  of  the 
year,'cod  liver  oil  may  also  be  of  great  use. 
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FRACTURE  OF  PATELLA. 


By  W.  G.  Jameson,  M.  D.,  Rusk,  Texas. 


[Read  in  Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy  T.  S.  M.  A.,  at  Galveston.  Re- 
ceived too  late  to  appear  in  Transactions,  and  published  in  the  journal 
by  authority  of  the  writer.] 

ACCORDING  to  statistics  furnished  by  a  number  of  sur- 
geons this  bone  comprises  less  than  two  per  cent,  of  all  frac- 
tures treated.  It  is  a  small  flat  sesamoid  bone,  resembling  the 
common  figure  of  a  heart,  with  its  point  downward.  It  is  placed 
in  front  of  the  knee,  to  give  protection  to  joint  and  also  leverage 
to  the  quadratus  femoris  muscle  in  performing  the  various  move- 
ments of  the  leg.  At  the  upper  border  we  have  the  conjoined 
tendon  of  the  great  quadratus  femoris  muscle;  attached  below  is  the 
ligamentum  patellae,  which  is  a  continuation  of  the  conjoined  ten- 
don, and  on  either  side  the  capsular  ligament.  With  these  ten- 
donous  attachments  the  patella  is  kept  in  its  proper  place  and 
made  to  perform  its  duties.  It  also  has  a  prepatella  fibrous  en- 
velope surrounding  it,  which  plays  an  important  part  in  this  frac- 
ture, according  to  Dr.  MacEwen,  of  Glasgow,  who,  I  believe, 
was  the  first  to  call  attention  to  this  new  feature  in  its  pathology. 
The  point  in  question,  as  demonstrated,  is,  that  when  solution  of 
the  patella  takes  place  there  is  also  more  or  less  laceration  of  the 
pre-patellal  fibrous  and  aponeurotic  structures,  which  fall  be- 
tween the  fragments,  preventing  bony  union.  When  the  lacer- 
ation is  but  slight,  the  chances  for  osseous  union  is  much  better. 
I  know  of  no  fracture  that  gives  the  surgeon  more  cause  for  anx- 
iety as  to  its  ultimate  results  and  future  usefulness  of  limb. 
Our  object  in  treating  fractures  is  to  restore  the  parts  to  as  near 
normal  as  possible.  The  majority  of  the  works  on  surgery  say 
that  we  seldom  ever  get  bony  union.  Dupuytran,  who  thought 
he  had  obtained  bony  union,  offered  for  patella  of  his  patients  its 
weight  in  gold  ;  the  union,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  being  liga- 
mentous. Numerous  appliances  have  been  devised  by  surgeons 
for  treating  this  fracture.    Recently  some  have  advised  convert- 
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ing  the  simple  fracture  into  a  compound  one,  by  cutting  down  on 
fractured  ends  and  wiring  them  together  in  order  to  get  bony 
union,  the  operation  being  performed  under  strict  antiseptic  pre- 
caution, while  others  condemn  the  method  as  being  dangerous, 
not  only  to  limb,  but  life  of  the  patient.  Dr.  Wyeth,  in  his  ad- 
mirable work  on  surgery,  gives  his  experience  with  the  opera- 
tion; only  saved  the  life  of  his  patient  by  sacrificing  the  limb. 
He  condems  it  as  being  hazardous.  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  as  to  the  various  modes  of  treating  this 
fracture,  and  their  relative  merits. 

The  case  I  am  about  to  report  is  that  of  a  robust  young  man, 
K.  T.  D.,  age  thirty,  while  trying  to  board  a  freight  train,  mov- 
ing at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  per  hour,  fell,  striking  the  right  knee 
against  the  end  of  the  cross  tie,  fracturing  the  patella  transverse- 
ly, near  junction  of  middle  with  lower  third.  Also  fractured 
piece  as  large  as  chestnut  from  inner  edge  of  bone  vertically  con- 
necting with  the  transverse.  He  was  carried  to  Lufkin  when 
first  injured,  where  he  received  medical  attention  byDr.  Denman. 
Next  morning  he  was  brought  to  Rusk.  I  first  saw  him  with 
Dr.  J.  K.  Sturdevant,  about  twelve  hours  after  ^receiving  injury. 
He  was  then  complaining  of  pain  in  parts.  The  temporary  dress- 
ing being  removed,  we  found  the  joint  very  much  swollen,  and 
upon  manipulation  easily  detected  the  fracture.  The  fragments 
-were  separated  but  little,  showing  that  the  pre-patella  fibrous  tis- 
sue and  capsular  ligament  had  sustained  but  slight  injury.  There 
-was  considerable  effusion  into  joint,  which  no  doubt  gave  rise  to 
separation  and  is  one  hindrance  to  bony  union.  Just  over  the 
patella  the  soft  parts  were  ecchymosed.  The  dressing  used  was 
Hamilton's,  the  material  for  splint  sole  leather,  which  extended 
from  the  gluteal  fold  to  near  the  heel,  and  enveloped  the  poste- 
rior half  of  limb.  The  splint  was  well  soaked  in  warm  water, 
so  as  to  mold  it  perfectly  to  the  parts.  The  splint  was  enclosed 
in  a  cloth  bandage  and  well  padded  with  cotton  batting.  The  ban- 
dages used  were  made  of  soft  cotton  cloth,  the  roller  was  applied 
to  the  lower  end  of  the  splint  and  continued  to  within  three 
inches  of  the  knee  joint,  and  the  upper  end  of  the  splint  was 
ibandaged  to  the  limb  to  within  the  same  distance  of  the  knee  ; 
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the  next  roller  was  fixed  above  the  patella  by  several  circular- 
turns,  and  then  carried  below,  where  it  was'carried  around  the 
limb  again.  It  was  then  passed  alternately  above  and  below,  un- 
til the  whole  knee  was  covered;  at  the  same  time  the  fragments 
of  bone  were  firmly  pressed  together  by  Dr.  Sturdevant.  The 
bandage  was  applied  just  comfortably  tied,  the  end  being  secured 
by  a  safety  pin.  The  roller  was  stitched  the  whole  length  of  the 
splint  on  each  side  to  the  cloth  sack  enveloping  the  splint.  He 
was  put  to  bed  with  the  foot  elevated  about  eight  inches,  so  as  to 
relax  the  quadriceps  muscle  as  much  as  possible.  Bowels  opened 
with  Seidlitz  powders.  After  dressing  the  parts  he  felt  more 
comfortable,  complained  of  no  pain,  slept  well.  The  fifth  day 
the  bandage  around  the  knee  began  to  get  loose;  it  was  partially 
removed,  the  parts  inspected  and  reapplied,  just  tight  enough  to- 
feel  comfortable  and  hold  the  parts  together.  We  continued  to 
readjust  until  the  effusion  was  entirely  removed.  He  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed  two  weeks  and  to  the  room  four.  After  that  time 
we  removed  the  entire  dressing  and  began  passive  motion.  The 
fragments  were  accurately  adjusted  and  seemed  to  be  united  by 
bone— the  joint  motion  is  very  limited,  almost  completely  anchy- 
losed.  While  I  gently  flexed  the  limb,  Dr.  Sturdevant  supported 
the  fractured  parts  so  as  to  prevent  reseparasion.  The  patella 
seemed  firmly  fixed,  but  by  manipulation  the  adhesions  gave  way 
and  soon  became  moveable.  The  passive  motion  was  repeated, 
three  times  per  week — the  joint  motion  improving  each  time. 
After  the  sixth  week  he  was  allowed  to  go  on  crutches.  The 
long  splint  was  worn  about  two  months.  It  was  then  cut  off  to 
eighteen  inches  in  length  and  used  about  two  weeks.  He  left  it 
off  against  our  advice  and  began  walking  with  a  cane.  He 
gained  the  use  of  the  limb  rapidly  and  was  soon  able  to  flex  it  as 
well  as  the  other.  The  union,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  is 
bony.  We  cannot,  by  making  direct  pressure,  detect  any  separa- 
tion. In  no  way  you  apply  pressure  to  the  patella  can  you  get 
motion  of  bone  only  en  masse.  We  cautioned  him,  in  case  it 
might  be  ligamentous,  that  by  use  there  might,  and  doubtless 
would  be  separation  of  fragments.  It  has  now  been  over  three 
months  since  he  began  using  a  cane  without  any  support  to  the 
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knee.  He  can  walk  without  it  very  well.  There  is  no  separa- 
tion and  the  parts  feel  firmly  united.  The  patella  is  slightly  en- 
larged, but  as  freely  moveable  as  the  other.  When  the  bandage 
was  first  removed  the  muscles  were  atrophied,  but  each  time 
passive  motion  was  used,  we  had  the  parts  well  kneaded.  There 
is  just  a  perceptible  limp  in  the  walk,  which  is  no  doubt  due  to 
habit.  I  see  no  difference  in  flexing.  The  limb  is  now  as  plump 
as  the  other.  He  can  go  up  or  down  steps  slowly  without  putting 
both  feet  on  the  same  step,  which  cannot  be  accomplished  when 
a  union  is  ligamentous.  The  functions  of  a  quadriceps  muscle 
are  all  well  executed,  especially  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  per- 
form such  movements  as  are  solely  executed  by  that  muscle,  such 
as  bringing  the  foot  forward  with  knee  held  rigid,  which  cannot 
be  done  except  with  bony  union — the  other,  when  lying  on  bed 
to  lift  the  limb  without  bending  the  knee. 


YERBA  LOCA. 


By  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D.,  Saltillo,  Mexico. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

JUDGING  from  the  varied  accounts  that  have  recently  ap- 
peared in  a  number  of  secular  and  professional  publications, 
there  is  but  little  consensus  of  opinion  (a  less  display  of  knowl- 
edge) concerning  the  medical  properties,  the  therapeutical  effects, 
the  toxic  qualities,  or  the  botanical  characteristics  of  the  so- 
called  "Yerba  loca"  of  Mexico.  To  furnish  data  for  the  correc- 
tion of  these  discrepancies,  is  the  object  of  this  paper — an  object 
the  writer  hopes  to  be  able  to  accomplish  to  the  reader's  satis- 
faction. 

The  term  "Yerba  loca" — sometimes  incorrectly  written  "loco" 
— is  a  misapplication  of  a  Spanish  noun  and  adjective,  and  liter- 
ally means  mad  herb;  crazy  herb;  but  in  its  application  among 
Mexicans,  it  is  employed  to  designate  the  Caimabis  Indices,  the 
Datu?a  Stramonium  and  the  Datura  Fa  tula,  (especially  the  two 
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latter)  plants  which  they  believe  to  be  capable  of  producing 
insanity  in  the  human  subject,  and  which  are  often  used  for  that, 
purpose  by  the  evil  designing  and  revengeful. 

To  satisfy  himself  conclusively,  and  to  eliminate  any  doubt  as 
to  the  identity  of  the  "Verba  loca,"  so-called,  the  writer  took 
the  trouble  to  procure  a  number  of  samples  from  different  por- 
tions of  the  Republic,  and  in  every  instance,  the  specimens  fur- 
nished have  been  one  variety  or  other  of  the  Jamestown  weed,* 
called  "Toloache,"  ' 'Verba  hedionda,"  "Verba  del  diablo," 
"Yerba  de  los  hechiceros,"  "Manzana  espinosa,"  "Nacazcul," 
"Toloalzin,"  and  "Traplatl,"  by  the  Indians;  or  of  the  Indian 
hemp,  known  also  as  ' 'Marihuana, "f  "Rosa  Maria,"  "Hach- 
isch,"  and  "Canamo  Indiano."  Frequently,  all  three  have  been 
supplied,  accompanied  with  the  positive  assurance  that  the  use 
of  either  would  certainly  cause  "la  locura" — i.  e.y  insanity  or 
idiotcy. 

There  is,  beyond  any  question,  an  abiding  faith  among  Mex- 
icans, shared,  probably,  by  a  large  majority  of  them,  a  legendary, 
doubtless  handed  down  through  ages,  that  the  properties  of  the 
"Marihuana"  and  of  the  "Toloache"  are  often  invoked  for  the 
purposes  of  revenge ;  that  juices,  decoctions,  or  the  seeds  of 
these  herbs  are  surreptitiously  given  to  the  intended  victims  with 
their  food  or  drink,  and  that  "la  locura" — insanity  or  idiotcy — 
instantly  follows.  The  writer  has  been  cited  a  large  number  of 
such  cases.  Only  a  few  days  ago,  in  conversation  upon  this 
subject  with  a  highly  educated,  refined  gentleman,  a  firm  be- 
liever in  the  fabulous  properties  of  the  "Toloache,"  he  was 
given,  as  a  case  in  point,  that  of  a  once  wealthy  and  influential 
merchant  of  this  city,  who,  because  of  refusal  to  credit  an  old 
Indian  woman,  lost  his  proud  prestige  by  being  reduced  to 
idiotcy  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  dose  of  the  juice  of  the 
"Toloache"  leaves,  which  she  secretly  administered  to  him  in  a 
cup  of  coffee.  Although  reasoned,  expostulated  with  and  re- 
minded that  the  tetid,  narcotic  odor,  the  bitter,  nauseous  taste 
of  the  Stramonium  juice  would  preclude  the  possibility  of  such 

*Vulgarly  called  "Jimson  weed."  fAlso  spelled  "Mariguaua." 
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mode  of  administration,  even  if  the  quantity  so  taken  was  suffi- 
cient to  produce  the  effects  he  described,  he  remained  firm  in  the 
belief  that  the  merchant's  idiotcy  was  produced  as  detailed  above. 
This  gentleman  is  by  no  means  alone  in  this  opinion,  for  many> 
very  many,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saltillo  believe  as  he  does;  and 
so  it  goes,  every  manifestation  of  mental  aberration,  let  the 
cause  be  what  it  may,  is  attributed  to  the  effects  of  either  Mar- 
iguana  or  Toloache.  As  a  further  illustration  of  this  tendency, 
the  three  following  examples  are  given  : 

A  gentleman  occupying  high  political  and  civic  positions, 
universally  respected  and  esteemed  for  his  education  and  astute- 
ness, relates  that  he  left  this  city  early  one  morning,  bound  for  a 
neighboring  village,  in  company  with  his  "Mozo";  that  about 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  they  halted  at  a  ranch  for  refresh- 
ments, where  his  servant  was  given  Toloache  juice  in  his  coffee; 
*hat  violent  mania  ensued  in  a  little  while,  which,  after  a  month 
or  two  of  extreme  violence,  gradually  degenerated  into  idiotcy, 
from  which  he  never  recovered. 

To  the  interrogative:  How  do  you  know  your  servant  was 
given  "Toloache"  juice,  he  replied:  "Because  he  was  sound  and 
well  when  we  started  on  our  journey,  and  became  violently  in- 
sane in  about  four  hours  after  leaving  the  ranch  where  he  ate 
his  breakfast. ' ' 

When  asked:  What  motive  could  the  "rancheros"  have  had 
in  poisoning  his  servant,  he  responded;  "None,  other  than  a  de- 
sire to  do  evil." 

The  late  Dr.  Gonzales,  of  Monterey,  a  man  of  extensive  repu- 
tation, a  little  god  among  his  people,  said  to  have  been  a  most 
excellent  physician,  an  acute  and  an  accurate  observer,  relates : 
(Lecciones  de  Materia  Medica  y  Terepeutica.)  "I  will  here  add, 
that  I  have  seen  a  very  notable  phenomenon  in  those  poisoned 
by  stramonium,  of  which  no  author  makes  mention.  It  is,  that 
many,  after  the  symptoms  of  grave  (acute)  poisoning  disappear, 
remain  for  a  long  time,  two  or  three  years  and  more,  stupid,  in- 
different and  tactiturn."  "These,"  he  continues,  "the  people 
call  entoloachados — i.  e.,  crazy  from  being  poisoned  by  Tolo- 
ache."   The  doctor  then  reports  the  following  case:  "There 
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lived  here  a  famous  highwayman,  a  big  thief  and  assassin,  as 
bold  as  he  was  cunning,  to  whom  his  wife,  because  of  maltreat- 
ment, administered  Toloache  seed  in  his  tortillas."  "The 
seeds,"  the  doctor  says,  "were  given  for  five  or  six  days,  in 
gradually  increasing  quantities,  until  they  produced  terrible 
poisoning,  followed  by  almost  complete  idiotcy,  from  which  the 
wretched  victim  was  only  released  by  death,  sixteen  years 
afterwards,  although  every  method  promising  hope  for  his 
mental  restoration  had  been  tried." 

With  no  desire  to  detract  from  the  glorious  immortelles  that 
cluster  around  the  memory  of  this  good  and  universally  be- 
loved man,  the  writer  strongly  suspects  that  the  doctor's  obser- 
vations and  conclusions,  as  narrated  above,  were,  in  great  part, 
if  not  in  whole,  determined  by  a  pie-existing  belief,  rather  than 
by  the  facts  and  probabilities  that  his  cases  presented.  Indeed, 
this  suspicion  approximates  quite  nearly  to  a  demonstrated  fact, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  he  reports  that  a  "bold"  and 
"cunning  man"  ate,  unaware,  with  his  bread,  enough  of  the 
bitter,  acrid,  nauseous  stramonium  seed,  in  five  or  six  days,  to 
reduce  him  to  a  condition  of  hopeless  idiotcy,  unless  it  be  that 
the  gustative  functions  of  the  glosso-pharyngeal,  and  the  lingual 
branch  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves  were  greatly  impaired,  in  which 
event — since  it  is  well  known  that  such  manifestations  are  not 
infrequent  precursors  of  violent  maniacal  outbursts — it  is  more 
than  probable,  certainly  more  in  keeping  with  the  observations 
of  scientific  investigators,  that  the  "fitimum  mobile"  of  the 
mental  condition  reported  by  Dr.  Gonzales,  preceded,  instead  of 
followed,  the  eating  of  the  stramonium  seed,  and  made  the  latter 
possible. 

Sometime  during  last  summer,  the  writer  was  called  to  see  the 
wife  of  an  Indian  "del  pueblo,"  reputed  to  have  been  "embru- 
jado" — t.  e.,  bewitched  by  "Toloache."  The  following  history 
was  detailed  him,  with  much  precision:  "One  week  ago  la 
Senora  returned  home  unexpectedly,  and  found  her  husband 
sharing  the  nuptial  bed  with  another  woman.  A  violent  war  of 
words,  of  fists,  and  of  hair  pulling  succeeded,  in  which  her  out- 
raged majesty  was  considerably  punished.    On   the  ensuing 
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morning,  a  reconciliation  was  brought  about  by  mutual  friends, 
and  with  it  the  inevitable  'baile'  and  'jarra  de  pulque.'  With 
this  'distraccion'  and  this  'balm  in  Gilead,'  all  sins  were  washed 
away,  all  sorrows  were  drowned,  and,  if  the  stories  of  sorrowing 
and  sympathetic  friends  can  be  believed,  her  ladyship's  reason, 
too;  for  during  the  merrymaking  incident  to  the  pacification,  the 
offending  husband  is  charged  with  giving  his  wife  to  drink  of 
'pulque,'  in  which  powdered  seeds  of  the  dreadful  'Yerba  loca' 
had  been  concealed,  whereupon  she  straightway  became  a  victim, 
doomed  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  mind  bereft  of  reason." 

This  woman  had  been  previously  seen  and  treated  by  other 
physicians,  one  of  whom — perhaps  all — gave  credence  to  the  tale, 
and  regarded  the  mental  and  physical  phenomena,  soon  to  be 
detailed,  as  having  been  caused  by  the  "Toloache." 

When  first  seen,  this  patient  was  sitting  erect  in  a  chair,  as 
immobile  as  a  piece  of  statuary.  She  had  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion three  days  and  nights,  voiding  large  quantities  of  limpid 
urine,  expectorating  an  abundance  of  white,  viscid,  frothy 
saliva;  without  sleeping,  without  speaking,  and  without  partak- 
ing of  nourishment  of  any  kind.  Her  pupils  were  widely  di- 
lated; breathing  quick,  shallow,  irregular,  and  attended  with  an 
occasional  long,  deep  inspiratory  and  expiratory  sigh;  pulse, 
rythm  good,  rate  accelerated  thirty  beats;  temperature  99^; 
lower  portion  of  body,  feet  and  legs  gave  no  response  to  prick- 
ing with  a  needle;  upper  extremities  did.  There  had  been  no 
weeping,  no  screaming,  no  convulsions  nor  local  spasms,  neither 
had  there  been  a  period  of  excitement,  such  as  is  caused  by 
stramonium,  that  would  not  have  been  produced  by  the  large 
quantity  of  '  'pulque' '  she  had  drunk. 

Regarding  the  case  as  one  of  hysteria,  the  patient  was  treated 
with  one-third  grain  of  sulphate  of  morphia  and  one-hundredth 
grain  of  sulphate  of  atropia,  hypodermically.  She  was  placed  in 
bed — by  force — chloroformed,  and  a  large  enema  of  salts  and 
senna  administered — the  latter  completely  unloading  her  bowels 
in  a  little  while.  She  slept  well  the  entire  night,  arose  early,  ate 
a  hearty  breakfast,  and  when  seen,  at  9  o'clock,  was  as  rational 
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and  as  happy  as  if  discord  had  never  embittered  the  sweetness  of 
her  married  life. 

It  is  presumed  that  but  few,  if  any,  will  question  the  accuracy 
of  the  diagnosis  recorded  above,  and  just  why  the  physicians, 
who  saw  the  patient  previously,  all  well  instructed  medical  gen- 
tlemen, should  overlook  the  wife's  resentment  of  her  husband's 
infidelity,  the  chagrin  and  mental  excitement  brought  about  by 
the  encounter  with  her  rival,  the  psychical  condition  incident  to 
the  reconciliation,  and  finally,  the  orgies  with  which  that  re- 
conciliation was  celebrated,  in  their  search  for  the  '  'casus  morbi" 
of  her  condition  and  find  it  in  the  1  'Toloache' '  seeds  which  the 
Indians  believed  her  husband  had  given  her,  unless  there  was 
that  pre-existing  belief  in  their  minds,  already  assumed  to  be  a 
sort  of  inheritance  among  this  people,  is,  by  no  means,  apparent 
to  the  writer  ;  but  that  the  untutored,  superstitious  aborigines 
should  have  done  so,  is  not  surprising. 

If  the  current  report  of  the  day  be  a  faithful  reflex  of  the 
vicious  use  of  the  Indian  hemp  in  the  early  days  of  Mexico,  then 
the  vice  wTas  widespread  and  general.  It  is  said  to  be  an  historical 
fact,  but  the  writer  is  unable  to  cite  the  work,  that  Axayacatl, 
father  of  Montezuma  the  Second,  observing  the  prevalent  abuse 
of  "Mariguana,"  and  its  attending  drunkenness  among  the  Az- 
tecs, ordered  that  every  person  found  under  its  influence  should 
be  put  to  death  ;  and  that  in  obedience  to  this  edict,  more  than 
twenty  thousand  victims  were  sacrificed  in  the  city  of  Mexico 
within  one  week.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not,  its  abuse  is  not 
entirely  suppressed  even  at  the  present  day.  Officers  of  the  army 
are  greatly  annoyed  by  "Maiiguana"  smoking  soldiers,  who,  ac- 
cording to  military  law,  are  punished  with  double  the  severity  in- 
flicted upon  those  found  drunk  from  alcoholics. 

That  the  long  continued  and  immoderate  use — just  as  might 
reasonably  be  expected  from  intoxicants  and  other  narcotics — of 
either  of  the  plants  included  in  the  term  of  "Yerba  loca,"  is  cal- 
culated to  produce  mental  decay,  no  one  acquainted  with  their 
properties  will  deny,  but  that  either  of  them,  singly  or  combined, 
was  ever  used  with  this  end  in  view,  and  to  its  consummation,  or 
that  either,  any,  or  all  of  them,  ever  produced  such  a  result  by 
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another  mode  than  that  indicated,  seems  to  rest  on  no  bettor 
foundation  than  legendary,  credulity  and  fabrication, — i.  e.t  the 
"Yerba  loca,"  because  of  the  mental  disturbances  produced  by 
the  plants  entering  into  its  make-up,  has  been  a  sort  of  recepta- 
cle among  Mexicans,  into  which  they  vaguely  cast  every  abnormal 
mental  phenomena  occurring  among  them.(*)  This  assertion 
is  made  after  mature  deliberation  and  patient  investigation,  and 
with  full  consciousness  of  the  generally  accepted  fact,  that  the 
influences  of  many  drugs  are  greatly  modified  by  race,  climate 
and  condition. 

To  the  professional  mind,  then,  the  facts  contained  in  the  pre- 
ceeding  paragraphs,  considered  in  conjuction  with  the  further 
fact — the  well-known  intoxicating  and  narcotic  properties  of  the 
plants,  when  taken  in  sufficient  quantities,  being  remembered — - 
that  an  extremely  impressionable,  highly  superstitious,  and  an 
easily  excited  and  credulous  vein,  permeates,  and  has,  for  all  ages, 
permeated  every  sort  and  condition  of  this  people,  ready  solu- 
tions for  the  many  sensational  stories  about  the  so-called  "Yerba 
loca' '  will  present  themselves. 

Saltilxo,  Mexico,  July  25,  1888. 


HEMORRHOIDS,  FISSURES  AND  FISTULA  IN  ANO,  AND  THEIR 

TREATMENT. 


By  T.  J.  Bennett,  m.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 


Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  June  13,  1888. 

I HAVE  been  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  how  I  could  pre- 
sent the  three  subjects  of  this  paper  so  as  to  get  the  main 
points  before  the  Society  and  yet  remain  within  due  limits  as  to 
the  time  allotted  for  papers  to  be  read. 


*An  American  missionary  in  this  country  reported  having  met,  in  some 
of  his  peregrinations,  with  a  case  of  imbecility  due  to  smoking  Indian  hemp, 
but  on  getting  him  to  investigate  the  family  history  of  the  supposed  victim, 
it  turned  out  that  the  young  man  and  his  mother  were  epileptics  ;  hence  it  is 
concluded  that  the  instability  of  the  young  man's  nervous  system,  the  insane 
diathesis  under  which  he  labored,  provoked  the  vice,  and  that  his  mental 
decay  was  caused  by  the  "epileptic  habit,"  instead  of  by  "Mariguana" 
smoking. 
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The  chief  object  of  a  paper,  if  I  am  properly  informed,  is  to 
elicit  discussion,  thereby  obtaining  the  views  of  many,  instead  of 
one.    Discussing  first  the  subject  of 

HEMORRHOIDS, 

I  may  state  that  about  the  only  grounds  for  difference  of  opinion 
is  in  the  treatment.  Just  how  to  cure  our  patients  with  the  least 
possible  outlay  of  risk,  time  and  pain  is  certainly  the  great  desid- 
eratum. 

The  pathology  and  etiology  of  hemorrhoids  need  {hardly  be 
referred  to  here.  But  little  advance  in  these  respects  has  been 
made  during  the  past  half  century. 

The  classification  has  been  long  settled  as  follows  :  relative  to 
the  sphincter  ani  muscle,  hemorrhoids  are  internal  and  external. 
These  are  known  as  simple  varicosities  of  the  capillaries  of  the 
hemorrhoidal  veins  and  arteries,  and  are  situated  immediately 
beneath  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  anus. 

In  order  to  refresh  the  memory,  in  passing,  I  may  state  that 
the  vessels  from  which  external  and  internal  hemorrhoids 
are  formed,  are  of  two  systems  or  sets,  and  for  the  most  part  are 
entirely  distinct.  In  short,  external  hemorrhoids  are  derived  from 
the  external  and  middle  hemorrhoidal  veins  which  convey  the 
blood  to  the  heart  through  the  general  venous  system  ;  that  is, 
through  the  ileac,  and  ascending  vena  cova.  While  the  internal 
variety  is  formed  from  the  internal  hemorrhoidal  vein,  which  car- 
ries the  blood  to  the  heart  through  the  portal  jsystem,  passing 
through  the  liver. 

It  is  true,  the  plexiform  condition  of  the  anal  and  rectal  ves- 
sels, sometimes  anastomose  freely,  making  it  quite  impossible  to 
differentiate  in  all  cases  as  to  which  system  a  given  tumor  might 
belong,  but  from  an  etiological  standpoint  the  tumors  may  be 
wholy  distinct.  If  this  view  be  correct,  there  is  a  practical  value 
in  the  differentiation.  For  instance,  an  internal  hemorrhoid  may 
be  secondary  to  a  more  important  pathological  lesion,  such  as  a 
congested  liver,  rectal  tumor  or  stricture,  and,  if  treated  as  a 
primary  affection,  like  the  external  hemorrhoid,  it  would  be  to 
the  neglect  of  the  more  important  disease.  If  a  protruding  tumor 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal.  hi 


will  return  upon  gentle,  continuous  pressure,  it  may  be  regarded 
as  originating  from  the  rectal  capillaries  of  the  portal  system. 
This  is  known  as  Allingham's  device  for  determining  whether  a 
given  hemorrhoid  belongs  to  the  external  or  internal  variety. 

It  sometimes  occurs  that  an  internal  hemorrhoid,  by  repeated 
straining  at  stool  and  by  spasmodic  action  of  the  sphincter,  is 
forced  outside,  and  may  become,  in  fact,  an  external  hemorrhoid, 
but  such  a  condition  can  take  place  only  when  there  exists  a  free 
anastomosis  which  usually  ceases  afterwards. 

As  to  the  causation  of  hemorrhoids,  it  may  be  stated  in  gen- 
eral terms,  that  anything  is  a  cause  which  obstructs  the  free  re- 
turn of  blood  through  the  hemorrhoidal  veins.  It  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  veins  in  this  region,  including  the  entire  por- 
tal system,  are  without  valves,  and  are  liable  to  over-distention 
from  any  of  the  numerous  causes — such  as  over-loaded  colon, 
pelvic  tumors,  uterine  displacements,  congested  liver,  etc.  Per- 
haps the  most  frequent  of  the  exciting  causes  is  constipation — 
the  irregularity  of  emptying  the  bowels,  especially  during  preg- 
nancy, and  the  consequent  straining  in  order  to  pass  hard  fecal 
masses.  The  erect  posture,  acting  by  gravitation,  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  production  of  these  tumors,  for  it  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  the  lower  animals  are  not  thus  'afflicted,  due,  in 
part,  no  doubt,  that  the  rectum  lies  in  a  plane  horizontal  to  the 
body,  instead  of  vertical,  as  in  man. 

This  disease  is  too  common,  and  your  time  too  precious,  for 
me  to  detail  the  symptoms.  I  would  call  attention,  however,  to 
one  symptom,  which  I  think  is  worthy  of  investigation  and  re- 
membrance. I  refer  to  pain  in  the  hip,  which  is  sometimes 
present,  and  is  liable  to  lead  the  physician  to  a  diagnosis  of 
rheumatism  or  sciatica.  This  is  especially  true  when  the  rectal 
pains  are  not  very  severe,  and  there  is  no  hemorrhage  to  attract 
attention  to  the  bowel.  An  examination,  however,  will  fre- 
quently reveal  a  small  hemorrhoid,  which,  if  removed,  relieves 
the  pain  in  the  hip,  it  being  only  referred.  Two  such  cases  have 
come  under  my  observation. 

TREATMENT. 

This  may  be  palliative  or  radical.    If  the  tumors  are  protrud- 


112 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


ing  and  painful,  I  usually  employ  soothing  applications  of 
warmth  or  cold,  and  gentle  pressure  with  the  fingers.  This  will 
often  give  temporary  relief,  and  cause  the  hemorrhoids  to  return 
within  the  bowel.  Cocaine,  in  the  form  of  lanoline  ointment,  I 
have  found  to  be  an  admirable  application  to  relieve  pain  and 
check  hemorrhage.  Then  keeping  the  bowels  open  with  the 
fluid  extract  of  cascara  segrada,  two  or  three  drops  taken  at 
meal  times,  in  coffee,  to  disguise  the  disagreeable  taste  of  the 
drug,  and  adopting  regular  times  for  going  to  stool,  will  do 
about  all  that  may  reasonably  be  expected  from  palliative  treat- 
ment. 

The  curative,  or  radical,  treatment,  consists  in  a  number  of 
different  procedures,  chief  among  which  are  the  well-known 
operations  by  the  ligature,  the  clamp  and  cautery,  and  the  in- 
jection of  carbolic  acid.  Divulsion  of  the  sphincter  is  now 
generally  employed  previous  to  operation  by  either  of  the  above 
methods,  excepting  that  of  the  injection  of  carbolic  acid. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  all  the  smaller  tumors  get  well 
without  further  interference  after  the  muscle  is  thoroughly 
paralyzed. 

The  plan  which  I  prefer  and  adopt  exclusively,  is  somewhat 
different  from  any  of  the  above.  It  consists  in  first  paralyzing 
the  sphincter  by  placing  it  upon  the  stretch  in  the  usual  way,, 
and  then  seizing  the  tumors  with  an  ordinary  pair  of  dressing 
forceps  and  breaking  them  down  roughly  with  a  meta-carpal 
saw,  or,  more  frequently,  with  the  point  of  a  scalpel.  The  aim 
is  to  destroy  the  hemorrhoid  by  making  a  contused  or  lacerated 
wound,  so  there  will  be  no  hemorrhage.  Inordinate  bleeding 
has  never  followed  any  operation  by  this  method.  Even  the 
arterio-venous  variety  of  hemorrhoids  of  the  largest  size  do  not 
bleed  excessively.  Not  more  than  an  ounce  or  two  of  blood 
ever  escapes  during  any  operation . 

I  do  not  see  this  operation  referred  to  in  any  of  the  literature 
at  hand,  yet  I  do  not  doubt  but  it  is  more  or  less  familiar  to  the 
profession.  To  be  sure,  the  principle  is  a  correct  one  and  an 
old  one,  viz:  that  a  contused  or  lacerated  wound  does  not  bleed 
like  an  incised  wound.     To  all  whom  I  have  suggested  this 
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operation,  the  fear  of  hemorrhage  seems  to  be  the  main  objec- 
tion. This  apprehension,  I  may  remark,  will  be  readily  dis- 
pelled upon  the  adoption  of  the  plan  in  a  few  cases. 

The  patient  is  usually  well  in  eight  or  ten  days,  in  fact  he  is 
up  and  about  by  the  time  he  has  regained  sufficient  strength  in 
the  sphincter  to  prevent  involuntary  stools  upon  assuming  the 
erect  position. 

I  prefer  this  operation  to  the  ligature,  for  the  following 
reasons: 

1.  Because  it  is  quicker  and  easier  performed. 

2.  Because  there  is  no  ligature  to  slough  off,  and  no  con- 
stricted tissue  to  cause  pain  for  two  or  three  days  after  the  opera- 
tion. 

3.  Because  the  wound  which  is  made  by  breaking  down  the 
tumor  is  well  before  the  ligature  could  slough  off. 

4.  Because  there  is  no  ulcer  remaining,  as  in  the  method  by 
the  ligature,  to  require  eight  or  ten  days  more  to  heal. 

I  prefer  it  to  the  clamp  and  cautery,  because  it  is  less  trouble 
to  perform,  and  never  leaves  contracting  cicatrices  behind. 

I  prefer  it  to  the  plan  of  injection  of  carbolic  acid,  because  it 
is  more  certain  and  one  operation  suffices.  If  an  operation  must 
be  performed,  and  an  anaesthetic  given,  the  treatment  employed 
should  be  both  certain  and  safe.  The  carbolic  acid  method  is 
neither  certain  nor  safe,  although  an  anaesthetic  is  not  often  re- 
quired other  than  cocaine.  The  most  violent  proctitis  and  para- 
proctitis I  ever  witnessed,  resulting  in  abscess,  was  produced  by 
a  30  per  cent,  aqueous  solution  of  carbolic  acid  injected  into  an 
internal  hemorrhoid. 

I  usually  remove  jags  and  external  hemorrhoids  by  simple  ex- 
cision under  cocaine  and  then  employ  a  continuous  suture  of  cat- 
gut to  close  the  wound  and  check  the  hemorrhage. 

In  concluding  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject  of  the  treat- 
ment of  hemorrhoids,  I  would  state  that  I  do  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  condemning  the  time-honored  ligature,  the  clamp 
and  cautery  and  the  carbolic  acid  treatment  as  procedures  un- 
worthy of  confidence  and  employment,  but  I  have  sought  to 
bring  out  the  operation  which  I  adopt,  by  contrasting  it  with 
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the  objectionable  features  of  the  other  methods. 

The  thing  to  do  is  plain,  and  any  of  the  operations  mentioned, 
if  properly  carried  out,  will  be  successful.  There  is,  perhaps, 
no  disease  which  yields  such  universal  good  results  from  surgical 
operation  as  hemorrhoids. 

I  adopted  the  method  of  breaking  down  the  tumors  as  de- 
scribed above  (which,  by  the  way,  is  an  entirely  different  pro- 
cedure to  "crushing")  early  in  practice,  and  I  have  found  the 
plan  an  admirable  one,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  profession. 

FISSURES. 

Fissures  may  be  defined  as  cracks  in  the  mucous  membrane 
surrounding  the  anus  and  within  the  grasp  of  the  sphincters. 

They  are  in  a  line  with  the  bowel,  and  may  penetrate  only  par- 
tially through  the  mucous  membrane  or  may  extend  down  to  the 
sphincter  muscle,  presenting  the  appearance  of  deep  ulcers.  Fis- 
sures rarely  extend  more  than  an  inch  in  length.  They  are  usu- 
ally produced  by  the  forcing  of  hard  fecal  masses  through  the 
bowel  at  a  time  when  the  surrounding  parts  are  inflamed  from 
hemorrhoids  or  a  surgical  operation.  Foreign  bodies,  such  as 
pins,  pieces  of  bone,  etc.,  swallowed  and  lodged  at  the  anus,  may 
cause  fissures  or  ulcers. 

One  of  the  most  important  points  connected  with  the  subject 
is  the  clear  differentiation  between  the  simple,  syphilitic  and  ma- 
lignant forms  of  the  disease.  Without  entering  into  detail,  I  will 
state  briefly  how  I  am  in  the  habit  of  determining  to  which  class 
a  given  fissure  or  ulcer  may  belong.  If  there  is  no  history-  of 
syphilis  and  no  direct  physical  signs,  no  persistently  offensive 
discharges,  no  glandular  enlargements,  and  no  special  induration 
about  the  base  of  the  ulcer,  the  slit  being  plain  and  simple,  I  am 
very  certain  to  pronounce  the  lesion  a  simple  fissure  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  if  there  be  a  history  of  syphilis,  with  or  without  con- 
stitutional signs,  other  than  the  rectal  lesion,  the  ulcer  being  soft 
or  but  slightly  tinctured  and  persistent,  I  diagnose  the  breach  to 
be  syphilitic.  If  the  base  should  be  rather  hard,  discharge  of- 
fensive and  profuse,  the  inguianl  glands  enlarged  and  tender,  no 
history  of  syphilis,  the  patient  cachectic,  the  lesion  is  most  likely 
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malignant.  The  pain  is  usually  quite  severe,  whether  the  ulcer 
be  simple,  syphilitic  or  malignant,  and  differs  from  the  pain  in 
hemorrhoids  and  fistulae  by  being  more  sharp  and  cutting  in 
character. 

TREATMENT. 

After  the  diagnosis  has  been  made,  and  the  cause  (should  it 
be  a  foreign  body)  removed,  the  treatment  of  a  simple  fissure  is 
itself  simple.  Perfect  cleanliness  by  the  use  of  antiseptic  washes 
from  time  to  time,  and  occasionally,  when  the  sore  is  indolent,  a 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  one  or  two  drachms  to  the  ounce  of 
water,  should  be  applied  at  intervals  of  three  or  four  days.  I 
have  found  these  means  to  succeed  in  the  majority  of  simple 
cases,  yet,  where  the  case  is  obstinate,  of  long  standing,  and  the 
general  health  reduced,  constitutional  treatment  renders  valuable 
aid.  But  in  all  cases  in  which  milder  means  have  been  employed 
and  failed,  divulsion  of  the  sphincter  becomes  necessary  to  suc- 
cess. Divulsion  not  only  renders  the  sore  more  accessible,  but  it 
greatly  facilitates  cleanliness,  and  acts  directly  curative  by  re- 
lieving the  tension,  which  is  an  aggravating  cause  of  the  fissure. 
In  my  opinion,  simple  excision,  and  stitching  the  wound  to- 
gether with  cat  gut,  preferably,  or  silk,  is  the  best  operative  pro- 
cedure extant. 

The  syphilitic  fissure,  or  ulcer,  is  subject  to  about  the  same 
treatment  as  the  simple,  with  the  addition,  always,  of  constitu- 
tional medication. 

The  malignant  form,  I  have  always  treated  palliatively,  yet,  if 
taken  in  time,  extirpation  offers  some  hope  of  relief,  tempo- 
rarily at  least. 

FISTULA  IN  ANO. 

This  disease  is  next  in  frequency  to  hemorrhoids,  and  it  is 
quite  as  painful  and  persistent. 

Properly  speaking,  "a  common  fistula  is  a  sinus  leading  from 
within  the  rectum  to  an  opening  on  the  skin  more  or  less  remote 
from  the  anus." 

Fistulae  are  classed  as  external  blind,  and  internal  blind,  re- 
spectively, as  the  external  or  internal  sinus  is  opened  or  closed. 
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They  are  the  result  of  abscesses  in  the  cellular  tissue  which  so> 
abounds  about  the  rectum.  The  causes  which  lead  to  abscess 
and  fistula  are  many,  prominent  among  which  are  bruises,  hem- 
orrhoids, fecal  impactions,  foreign  bodies,  etc.  When  once  es- 
tablished, the  fistulous  opening  seldom  heals  spontaneously. 
This  is  due,  I  think,  to  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  sphincter, 
which  is  maintained  and  increased  by  the  stimulus  of  inflamma- 
tion, which  cannot  subside  of  itself  while  the  muscle  thus  acts. 
Patients  suffering  from  fistula  in  ano  lose  more  in  general  health,, 
as  a  rule,  than  those  suffering  from  hemorrhoids  or  fissures. 
The  operative  measures  for  the  cure  of  fistula  are  quite  as  satis- 
factory as  for  the  other  two  diseases. 

The  operation  most  frequently  employed  by  the  regular  pro- 
fession, as  you  are  well  aware,  is  that  of  dividing  the  sphincter, 
cutting  all  holes  into  one,  as  it  were,  and  then  treating  the 
wound  antiseptically  with  washes  and  ointments.  The  object  is 
to  secure  drainage  and  cleanliness. 

The  horse  hair  method  of  Hippocrates  is  not  much  in  vogue 
now,  nor  is  the  elastic  ligature. 

What  is  known  as  the  "itinerant,"  because  the  idea  originated 
among  the  "traveling  doctors,"  is  now  growing  rapidly  into 
favor,  after  having  been  modified  and  systematized  by  Dr. 
Matthews,  of  Louisville. 

The  original  plan  was  simply  to  probe  the  sinus  and  inject  it. 
with  a  solution  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen. 

Dr.  Matthews  added  the  laminaria  tent  for  dilating  the  ex- 
ternal opening. 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  simply  paralyzing  the  sphincter  muscle, 
and  using,  as  required,  nitrate  of  silver  washes,  say  one  drachm 
to  the  ounce  of  water.  This  solution  is  antiseptic,  and  stimulat- 
ing to  the  indolent  character  of  the  ulceration.  Some  fistulous 
openings  need  no  further  treatment  than  the  mere  removing  of 
the  tension  by  the  muscle.  Drainage  and  cleanliness  are  thus 
secured  without  having  a  large  wound  to  heal  by  the  slow  pro- 
cess of  granulation,  as  in  the  cutting  treatment. 

There  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  the  dividing  of  the  sphincter 
is  a  very  successful  surgical  procedure,  but  divulsion  virtually 
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•accomplishes  the  same  thing,  and  requires  much  less  time  of  the 
patient. 

I  have  never  found  it  necessary  to  open  the  sinus  into  the 
"bowel  in  cases  of  internal  blind  fistula,  but  the  external  blind 
fistula  is  usually  more  or  less  filled  with  pus  or  fecal  matter,  and 
•should  be  let  out. 

Patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  or  other  wasting  disease, 
are  frequently  the  victims  of  fistula.  It  is  over  this  class  of 
patients  the  physician  is  most  troubled,  as  to  how,  when,  or 
whether  an  operation  should  be  performed  at  all. 

The  1  'seton' '  idea  of  cure,  strange  to  say,  is  still  to  be  met 
with  once  in  a  while.  We  are  gravely  informed  that  to  check  an 
issue  here  will  "throw  the  disease  back  upon  the  lungs,"  and 
death  will  be  the  result.  To  be  sure,  good  judgment  and 
-common  sense  are  always  at  a  premium.  It  is  especially  so  in 
medicine,  and  doubly  so  in  the  department  of  surgery.  If  the 
patient  is  too  far  advanced  to  undergo  an  operation,  it  would  be 
criminal  to  knowingly  kill  him  by  an  operation.  But  the  fact 
should  never  be  lost  sight  of  that  two  issues  are  greater  than 
one,  and  that  a  physician's  solemn  duty  is  to  do  the  best  he  can 
under  the  circumstances. 


WISH  to  call  attention  to  the  following  case,  as  I  think  some 


JL  of  its  features  will  interest  many  of  the  medical  profession. 
I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  X.  and  got  the  following  history  : 

For  several  months  her  bowels  had  been  irregular.  Was  gen- 
erally, compelled  to  take  medicine  to  move  the  bowels,  and  the 
stools  were  liquid  or  semi-liquid.  A  few  days  before  I  saw  her, 
she  had  a  slight  fever,  accompanied  with  some  nausea  and  vomit- 
ing. An  eclectic  was  called  in,  who,  after  vomiting  her,  gave 
podophyllin  freely,  which  caused  large  liquid  stools.  She  had 
been  sick  about  four  days  when  I  saw  her.  Temperature,  100  F. ; 
conjunctiva  slightly  yellow.;  patient  badly  nourished;  nausea 
persistent.    On  examining  the  abdomen,  a  large  boggy  tumor, 
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extending  from  the  ccecum  to  the  lower  border  of  the  liver,  could 
be  felt  and  seen.  There  was  no  soreness,  and  the  tumor  was 
slightly  movable.  There  was  some  pain  and  tenderness  over  the 
liver  ;  and  in  this  connection  I  will  speak  of  the  jaundice,  which 
soon  became  general.  This,  I  think,  was  due  to  the  obstruction 
of  the  bile  duct  by  the  accumulation  in  the  colon,  for  as  the 
colon  became  emptied  the  jaundice  disappeared  without  any 
special  treatment.  Naturally  concluding  that  the  tumor  was 
caused  by  impacted  faeces  in  the  ascending  colon,  the  treatment 
was  solely  directed  to  removing  the  mass.  Cathartics  were  evi- 
dently useless,  as  this  class  of  remedies  had  been  effectually 
tried.  There  was  through  the  mass  an  opening  through  which 
the  contents  of  the  upper  bowel  escaped. 

I  introduced  into  the  bowel  a  tube,  twelve  inches  long,  and 
through  this  injected  about  half  a  gallon  of  warm  water  and  gly- 
cerine, and  at  the  same  time  applied  a  large  poultice  over  the 
tumor.  The  water  remained  but  a  short  time  and  on  its  return 
brought  away  a  considerable  mass  of  hard  fecal  matter. 

I  then  injected  into  the  bowel  four  grains  of  cocaine  dissolved 
in  two  ounces  of  water,  and  fifteen  minutes  afterward  placed  the 
patient  in  the  knee  and  chest  position,  and  injected  one  quart  of 
olive  oil  into  the  bowel.  This  oil  was  retained  several  hours, 
and  when  the  bowels  moved  at  least  half  a  gallon  of  fecal  matter 
came  mixed  with  the  oil.  Most  of  the  fecal  matter  was  semi- 
liquid,  of  pea  green  color,  but  mixed  with  it  was  quite  a  large 
number  of  hard,  scybalous  masses,  of  varying  sizes,  of  dark 
color,  and  had  evidently  occupied  the  bowel  for  a  long  period. 

The  enema  of  oil  was  repeated  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
a  small  dose  of  sulphate  magnesia  was  given,  per  os,  ten 
hours  after  the  enema  of  oil. 

Several  times  a  day  the  tumor  was  gently  but  thoroughly 
kneaded.  Under  this  treatment  the  mass  slowly  broke  down  and 
was  carried  out,  and  about  the  eighth  day  the  tumor  had  entirely 
disappeared  and  the  patient  was  convalescent. 

There  is  perhaps  nothing  in  this  case  worth  reporting,  but  as 
such  cases  are  somewhat  rare,  and  the  treatment  in  this  case  was 
so  simple  and  yet  effectual,  I  send  it.  There  was  nothing  ori- 
ginal in  the  treatment.  I  think  I  have  somewhere  read  of  sub- 
stantially the  same  line  of  treatment  being  adopted,  but  I  do  not 
now  remember  where. 
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Correspondence. 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letter  from  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  of  Austin,  Representative  of  Texas  State 
Medical  Association  to  the  British  Medical  Society,  at  Glasgow. 


Glasgow,  Scotland,  August  11,  1888. 
Editor  DanieV s  Texas  Medical  Jow7ial  : 

The  great  British  Medical  Association  adjourned  yesterday. 
It  is  very  generally  conceeded  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful meetings  ever  held .  (Did  you  ever  know  one,  in  any  country, 
which  was  not  so?)  I  would  not  like  to  seem  prejudiced,  or  in- 
vidious, but  feel  justified  in  saying,  our  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, in  character  of  men,  and  work  done,  compares  favorably 
with  this.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  University  building. 
Some  of  the  incidents  of  its  birth  and  life  are  very  interest- 
ing. "The  foundation  was  due  to  Wm.  Turnbull,  Bishop  of 
Glasgow,  who,  with  the  approval  of  King  James  II,  applied  for, 
and  obtained  from  Pope  Nicholas  V,  a  Bull  instituting  in  Glas- 
gow a  University,  or  'Studium  Generale'  in  Theology,  Common 
and  Civil  Law,  and  every  other  lawful  faculty.  This  charter 
was  granted  on  the  7th  of  January,  1450,  and  after  taking  into 
account  the  salubrity  of  the  climate,  and  the  general  suitability 
of  Glasgow  as  a  center  of  learning,  it  ordained  that  the  doctors, 
masters,  graduates  and  alumni  should  have  like  immunities  and 
privileges  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  members  of  the  University  of 
Bologna,  at  that  time  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  Conti- 
nental schools." 

Although  begun  under  such  favorable  auspices,  and  taking 
rank  with  the  foremost  school  in  the  world,  success  was  doubtful, 
and  in  the  earlier  half  of  the  sixteenth  century,  owing  to  dis- 
turbances leading  up  to  the  Reformation,  the  University  was  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  ebb,  and  when  in  1560,  by  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  reformed  church  of  Scotland  was  established,  the 
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priests  of  the  church  of  Rome  were  deprived  of  their  livings, 
and  the  archbishop  fled  to  France,  carrying  with  him  all  the 
more  important  documents,  the  mace  and  insignia  of  the  Uni- 
versity. The  mace  was  not  restored  until  1590.  Queen  Mary 
-expresses  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  following  quaint  words  : 

' 1  Forasmekil  as  within  the  citie  of  Glasgow  ane  college  and 
-universitie  was  devisit  to  be,  quhairin  (wherein)  the  youthe 
mycht  be  brocht  up  in  letres  and  knawlege,  the  commoune 
welth  servit  (served)  and  virtue  incressit — of  the  quhilk  (said) 
college  ane  parte  of  the  schulis  and  chalmeris  being  bigrit 
(built),  the  rest  thairof,  alswirl  duellings  (dwellings)  as  pro- 
visioune  for  the  pouir  bursoris  and  masters  to  teche  ceissit 
{ceased),  suer  (so)  that  the  samyn  aperit  (appeared)  rather  to  be 
the  decay  of  ane  universitie,  nor  ony  wyse  to  be  reknit  ane  es- 
tablisssit  fundation." 

To  remedy  this  condition,  Queen  Mary  founded  five  bursaries 
for  poor  students,  and  presented  to  the  University  the  buildings 
of  the  Black  Friars,  with  thirteen  acres  of  land. 

The  chair  of  Medicine  was  founded  in  1637,  but  five  years 
later  it  was  decided,  "Anent  the  professioun  of  medicine,  the 
visitation  finds  that  professioun  is  not  necessar  for  the  College 
in  all  tyme  coming,  but  withal  finds  it  just  that  Mr.  Robert 
Ma5~m,  who  is  alreadie  in  that  professioun,  continue  in  the  same 
during  his  tyme." 

The  present  buildings,  which  were  opened  in  1870-1,  cost  over 
a  million  and  a  quarter  dollars.  The  institution  is  built  on  the 
most  modern  plan,  and  combines  with  beauty  of  architecture 
and  site,  every  convenience. 

The  President's  address,  W.  T.  Gairdner,  M.  D.,  IX.  D.,  on 
"The  Physician  as  Naturalist,"  showed  great  research  and  pro- 
found thought,  but  is  so  lengthy  I  shall  not  attempt  an  analysis. 
The  paper  of  the  occasion,  by  all  odds,  was  by  Dr.  MacEwing, 
on  "  Localization  of  Brain  Lesions."  At  its  conclusion,  the 
feeble,  insipid  "hear,  hear"  was  inadequate  in  expression,  and 
the  vast  audience  absolutely  (with  all  their  decorum)  rose,  and 
.jgave  a  regular  old  Kentucky  yell. 

The  work  in  sections  (of  which  there  were  twelve)  appears 
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eminently  satisfactory.    I  attended  only  the  section  on  Ophthal- 
mology, and,  of  course,  in  justice  to  the  others,  will  confine  my- 
self to  the  proceedings  in  that  section.  On  Wednesday — the  first 
day  the  sections  were  opened — Mr.  Brunell  Carter  opened  special 
discussion  on  the  treatment  of  senile  cataract.    Drs.  Wolfe, 
Prichard,  Teel,  Powers  and  others  participated.   Dr.  Wolfe  holds 
on  to  the  iridectomy  and  always  makes  it  downward,  and  also 
preliminary  to  the  final  extraction,  if  possible.   Prichard  warmly 
supports  the  iridectomy,  and  also  makes  it  preliminary.    In  im- 
mature cataract  he  follows  Forster,  and  triturates  the  lens  freely, 
keeping  the  arterior  chamber  free  of  aqueous.    He  claims  that 
there  is  but  little  or  no  danger,  and  the  cataract  matures  in 
from   two   to   four  weeks.     He   and  Wolfe  both  frequently 
•extract  six  or  eight  days  after  a  preliminary  iridectomy.  Dr. 
Powers  has  given  up  the  iridectomy,  except  when  there  are  ad- 
hesions, using  a  narrow  Beer's  knife.    When  the  counter  punc- 
ture is  made,  the  knife  is  turned  directly  outward,  thus  finishing 
the  section  midway  between  the  meridian  and  upper  edge  of 
cernea.    The  advantage  is,  he  claims,  that  prolapse  of  the  iris  is 
almost  impossible,  and  should  it  occur,  it  could  only  be  very 
slight  and  easier  to  reduce.  Except  one  or  two  questions  there  was 
no  discussion  following  his  paper.    As  for  myself,  I  was  not  con- 
vinced that  it  was  either  safe  or  practical.    As  it  is  with  Ameri- 
can surgeons,  so  it  is  here,  and  also  in  France  and  Germany,  the 
question  as  to  the  iridectomy  in  cataract  extraction  is  far  from 
settled,  though  the  simple  method  seems  to  be  gaining  ground, 
and  the  method  given  to  us  by  Von  Graefe,  and  which  was  uni. 
versally  adopted,  and  practised  for  so  many  years,  is  hanging  in 
the  balance,  with  the  probability  of  being  laid  aside,  and  for 
the  very  method  it  absolutely  supplanted. 

Thursday  Dr.  H.  B.  Heniston  read  a  paper  on  general  neuro- 
sis, having  ophthalmic  origin.  Nothing  specially  new  was  pre- 
sented. However,  in  the  discussion,  Dr.  T.  H.  Bickerton  stated 
that  Dr.  Carter  was  the  first  English  surgeon  who  called  atten- 
tion to  this,  particularly  in  relation  to  epilepsy,  but  said,  Ameri- 
cans, as  in  many  other  things,  were  ahead  by  several  years  ;  to 
which  I  smiled  my  thanks. 
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This  gentleman  read  a  paper  on  '  'Sailors  and  their  eyesight, ' '  in 
which  he  made  a  strong  plea  for  the  examination  of  the  vision 
of  seamen. 

Mr.  Brunell  Carter  gave  the  most  interesting  paper  of  the  day : 
'  'The  operation  of  opening  the  sheath  of  the  optic  nerve  for  the 
relief  of  pressure. ' ' 

The  very  ingenious  instruments  for  the  operation  were  shown 
to  the  section.  He  took  the  position  that  in  many  cases  of  op- 
tico-neuritis,  so-called,  the  trouble  was  an  accumulation  of  fluid 
in  the  sheath.  The  idea  originated  with  D.  Wecker,  and  the 
operation  was  also  done  once  or  twice  by  him. 

Dr.  Carter  proceeds  thus:  The  external  rectus  is  freely  divided, 
and  the  eye  rotated  inwards  as  far  as  possible,  when  a  flat-like 
hook  is  made  to  glide  around  the  nerve;  it  is  then  brought  into 
full  view  and  grasped  with  a  fine  hook,  the  sheath  carefully 
opened,  in  which  a  probe-pointed  bistoury  is  introduced,  and  the 
sheath  is  split  as  far  back  as  possible.  The  fluid  escapes  and  relief 
is  immediate,  and  sight,  if  not  entirely  lost,  is  restored  complete; 
or  at  least  in  part. 

Friday  (last  day)  the  section  was  engaged  with  the  following 
subjects  :  "Treatment  of  Entropion  and  Trichiasis,  by  the  trans- 
plantation of  buchal  mucous  membrane."  "Treatment  of  Sym. 
pleperon  by  transplanting  mucus  membrane  from  the  lip." 
"Chronic  nasal  catarrh  as  a  reflex  cause  of  accommodation 
asthenopia."  "Iridectomy,  schletomy  and  parencitis  of  vitreous 
in  chronic  glaucoma."  They  were  all  good  papers,  but  there 
was  nothing  new  or  worthy  special  comment.  In  the  afternoon 
Dr.  Wolfe  operated  at  the  ophthalmic  infirmary  for  symblepheron 
by  transplantation  of  Rabbit's  conjuctiva.  I  thought  him  a  little 
shaky  and  a  bit  awkward,  but  when  the  operation  was  finished  it 
showed  the  work  of  an  artist. 

On  Tuesday  this  gentleman  made  twelve  cataract  extractions,, 
all  within  two  hours,  and  to-day  they  are  progressing  favorably. 
I  suppose  he  had  them  rounded  up  for  the  occasion. 

The  social  features  were  delightful,  and  smoothly  carried  out. 
Picnics,  garden  parties,  "conversaciones"  and  excursions.  These 
were  given  by  the  local  medical  association,  the  L,ord  Provo 
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and  the  Magistrates.  The  excursions  took  place  to-day  (Satur- 
day.) There  were  eight,  each  one  made  up  of  from  100  to  250, 
and  were  so  arranged  that  each  one  was  through  some  historic 
and  classic  spot,  made  so  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Bobbie  Burns,  Sir 
William  Wallace,  etc.  :  Falls  of  the  Clyde,  ruins  of  Craignathen 
Castle,  the  scenes  of  Scott's  "Old  Mortality,"  traditional  birth- 
place of  St.  Patrick,  Lanark,  the  county  town,  in  which  Glasgow 
is  situated  and  around  which  cluster  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
traditions  of  Scotland's  folk  lore,  and  the  place  where  Wallace 
struck  his  first  blow  for  the  freedom  of  Scottland,  by  killing  the 
English  sheriff  in  his  own  office.  The  Scotch  character  is  a  very 
loveable  one,  and  for  pure  and  sincere  hospitality  they  are  scarce- 
ly surpassed.  To  that  characteristic  cordiality  I  am  indebted  to 
Dr.  J.  R.  Granger  for  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  pleasant 
days.    I  think  he  would  make  a  splendidjAmerican. 


EQUIPMENT  OF  TEXAS  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  AND  HOSPITAL. 


Letter  from  Prof.  H.  A.  West,  M.  D. 


Galveston,  Texas,  Sept.  12,  1888. 
Edito>  DanieV  s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

As  mention  was  made  in  the  last  number  of  Daniel's  T.  M. 
Journal  of  the  fact  that  I  had  been  selected  by  the  Faculty  of  the 
Texas  Medical  College  and  Hospital  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia 
to  purchase  an  outfit  for  the  college,  and  also  to  engage  the  ser- 
vices of  a  competent  man  to  teach  histology,  pathology  and  bac- 
teriology, in  compliance  with  a  promise  made  before  my  depart- 
ure I  will  give  the  readers  of  the  Journal  some  account  of  the 
successful  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  my  mission. 

I  was  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  best  place  to  make  my  pur- 
chases, but  having  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Powers  &  Weightman,  of 
Philadelphia,  I  was  introduced  by  them  to  a  large  importing  firm 
of  that  city,  where  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  large  stock 
of  the  very  things  I  wanted.  A  representative  of  this  firm  had 
but  recently  returned  from  Europe,  where  he  had  visited  all  of 
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the  manufacturing  cities  of  Germany  and  France  and  made  sl 
most  beautiful  and  valuable  collection  of  skeletons,  models, 
charts,  wax  preparations  and  demonstration  apparatus  of  every 
kind.  Man}7  of  these  articles  are  new  and  have  never  before  been 
introduced  into  this  country.  I  was  fortunately  enabled  to  avail 
myself  of  this  collection.  Finding  this  house  to  have  everything 
I  wanted,  the  entire  purchase  was  made  there,  including  chemicals, 
chemical  and  physiological  apparatus,  and  a  number  of  student' s- 
microscopes;  in  addition  to  which  I  ordered  from  Germany  a 
magnificent  microscope  with  all  the  latest  improvements,  to  be 
used  in  the  study  of  bacteriology. 

I  was  doubtful  when  I  left  Texas,  whether  I  would  be  able  to 
find  a  gentleman  competent  to  teach  the  above  important  branchy 
who  could  be  induced  to  engage  with  us.  In  this  matter  also  I 
was  very  successful.  In  asking  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the 
eminent  pathologist,  Dr.  Shakespeare,  I  was  told  that  Dr.  Geo. 
Dock,  assistant  to  Prof.  Osier,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  the  only  man  in  Philadelphia,  who  had  received  the  proper 
training  to  teach  bacteriology7  jand  cognate  branches.  I  am  hap- 
py to  say  that  Dr.  Dock  has  consented  to  come,  and  will  sail  for 
Texas  early  in  October.  Dr.  Dock  was  in  Leipzig  the  student  of 
Reich.  Hirchfield,  in  Berlin  of  Virchow,  in  Frankfort  of  Weigart. 
Since  his  return  to  America  he  has  had  charge  of  the  pathologi- 
cal land  bacteriological  laboratories  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Dr.  Dock's  idea  is  to  thoroughly  ground  every  student 
in  the  practical  use  of  the  miscroscope,  in  histology7  and  pathol- 
ogy7, before  attempting  the  more  difficult  department  of  bacteriol- 
ogy7; hence  we  have  secured  a  sufficient  number  of  microscopes 
to  enable  every  student  to  master  these  foundation  studies. 

I  received  upon  every  hand  most  encouraging  words.  Our  ef- 
forts to  place  our  school  upon  a  high  plane  in  the  matter  of  a 
graded  course,  requirements  for  graduation,  and,  |above  all,  the 
establishment  of  the  above  mentioned  chair,  met  with  the  cordial 
endorsement  of  every  physician  whom  I  met  in  Philadelphia  or 
New  York. 

Part  of  our  goods  have  already  arrived ;  a  special  importation 
made  for  us  from  Europe  will  reach  us  later,  but  will  be  here  in 
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ample  time.  Everything  will  be  in  readiness  for  the  opening  of 
the  college  in  October.  The  Sealy  hospital  is  not  completed,  but 
we  will  have  all  of  the  clinical  material  we  need,  in  St.  Mary's 
Infirmary,  near  the  college. 

The  regents  of  the  University,  at  a  meeting  lately  held  for  the- 
purpose,  selected  a  plan  for  a  new  college  building  which  will  be 
complete  in  all  of  its  appointments,  and  an  ornament  to  the  city. 
This,  with  the  Sealy  hospital  and  adjacent  buildings,  will  make 
a  most  valuable  plant  for  the  State,  when  the  University's  finan- 
ces are  in  such  a  condition  as  to  render  feasible  the  organization 
of  a  medical  branch.  In  the  mean  time  our  efforts  will  be  earn- 
estly directed  toward  making  the  Texas  Medical  College  and 
Hospital  worthy  the  patronage  of  the  physicians  and  medical, 
students  of  the  State. 

Respectfully  yours, 

H.  A.  West,  M.  D.. 


[In  addition  to  the  above,  we  are  tempted  to  publish  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  another  letter  from  Dr.  West,  as  we  think  it 
will  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal. — Ed.] 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I  was  delighted  with: 
Philadelphia.  She  truly  deserves  her  title,  the  "City  of  Brotherly 
Love."  I  shall  never  forget  the  cordiality,  hospitality  and  dis- 
interested kindness  with  which  I  was  treated  on  every  hand. 
Especially  will  I  remember  Mr.  Alex.  H.  Jones,  of  Powers  &: 
Weigh tman;  Dr.  Jas.  Price,  successor  to  Dr.  Goodell,  at  the: 
Preston  Retreat,  and  Dr.  Laurence  Wolff,  demonstrator  of  chem- 
istry at  Jefferson  Medical  College.  I  only  hope  that  some  fitting; 
opportunity  may  occur  when  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  recip- 
rocating the  numerous  acts  of  kindness  received  at  their  hands.. 

Dr.  Price  is  the  most  enthusiastic  man  I  ever  saw.  Waking,, 
he  thinks  and  talks  of  nothing  else,  and  sleeping,  he  dreams  of 
adominal  section.  July,  he  tells  me,  was  a  very  dull  month, — 
he  did  only  nineteen  sections  that  month.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
witnessing  two  laparotomies  which  he  dieected,  while  in  Phila- 
delphia. One  was  done  as  a  last  resort,  in  a  case  of  septic  peri- 
tonitis; the  tubes  were  found  to  contain  pus.    The  abdomen  was> 
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Tvell  washed  with  boiled  water;  no  iodoform  or  sublimate  was 
used.  The  antisepsis  consisted  in  absolute  and  perfect  cleanli- 
ness. Dr.  Price  having  been  a  most  successful  operator,  and  the 
number  of  abdominal  sections  done  by  him  having  been  very  large, 
it  was  quite  interesting  to  me  to  observe  the  technique  by  which 
this  success  was  attained,  without  the  use  of  the  foul  smelling 
iodoform,  or  the  much  abused  bichloride  and  carbolic  acid  solu- 
tions. 

In  the  first  place,  he  has  two  large,  leather  casesr  each  having 
a  complete  assortment  of  instruments  and  dressings  which  might 
be  required  in  any  case.  By  this  means,  in  spite  of  frequent  use, 
he  is  enabled  to  keep  one  set  perfectly  pure  and  clean.  He  uses 
none  but  the  very  best  instruments,  those  which  the  experience 
of  the  largest  operators  have  found  to  be  of  most  perfect  con- 
struction, and  best  fitted  for  their  respective  uses;  the  catch 
forceps,  and  several  other  instruments,  are  those  perfected  by 
Mr.  Lawson  Tait.  One  great  advantage  possessed  by  Dr.  Price, 
and  other  Philadelphia  surgeons,  is  the  command  they  have  of  a 
number  of  trained  nurses  and  assistants.  Before  an  operation  is 
to  be  done,  one  of  them  proceeds  to  the  house,  and  thoroughly 
cleanses  everything,  from  floor  to  ceiling;  every  recepticle  for 
dirt  is  removed  from  the  room;  every  article  left  is  absolutely 
clean.  While  the  woman  is  being  etherized,  the  instruments  to 
be  used  are  immersed  in  boiling  water,  which  is  doubtless  more 
effectual  as  a  germ  destroyer  than  the  ordinary  weak  solutions  of 
carbolic  acid  used  to  accomplish  that  result.  The  incision  is 
made  with  a  knife  specially  devised  for  that  purpose,  having  a 
metal  handle  easy  to  keep  clean.  Dr.  Price  is  a  strong  believer 
in  a  short  incision,  the  advantages  of  which  can  readily  be  ap- 
preciated; for  the  educated  finger,  trained  to  do  this  work,  but 
little  space  is  required.  By  the  short  incision,  many  difficulties 
are  avoided:  protrusion,  laceration,  and  chilling  of  omentum  and 
intestine  are  prevented,  weakness  of  the  abdominal  wall  and  sub- 
sequent hernia  are  not  so  apt  to  occur  as  when  the  incision  is  long. 
Dr.  Price  uses  the  drainage  tube,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  and  to  it 
he  attributes  much  of  his  success.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  go 
into  any  further  details  upon  this  subject.    After  all,  the  differ- 
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ence  between  those  who  carry  out  antiseptic  doctrines  to  the  ob- 
servance of  the  minutest  detail,  and  those  who  claim  to  discard 
antisepticism  in  toto,  is  simply  a  difference  in  the  agents  used  to 
accomplish  the  same  purpose.  Antisepsis  is  another  name  for 
stirgical  cleanliness,  which  is  a  very  different  thing  from  the  term 
"cleanliness,"  as  commonly  used. 

There  are  several  things  of  interest  I  would  like  to  mention, 
but  as  time  is  pressing,  let  this  suffice. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  A.  West. 


^Society  J^otes. 


Travis  County  Medical  Society. — At  the  last  meeting  of 
this  flourishing  Society,  held  in  Austin,  September  6th  (inst.,) 
Dr. John  Preston,  first  assistant  physician,  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 
was  elected  President,  Dr.  Justus  Duffau  Vice-President,  and  Dr. 
E.  F.  Church  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


Limestone  County  Medical  Society. — We  learn  from  Dr. 
Lewis,  of  Mexia,  that  the  physicians  of  Limestone  county  organ- 
ized with  a  membership  of  twenty-five.  They  are  all  veterans 
and  workers — all  active  practitioners — and  the  doctor  says  ''there 
are  no  drones."  Dr.  Lewis  was  elected  President.  We  hope  to 
have  a  report  of  their  work.  Dr.  Lewis  will  contribute  to  the 
Journal  occasionally. 


Austin  District  Medical  Society. — The  fourth  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society  will  be  held  in 
Austin,  on  the  20th  inst.  A  large  attendance  is  expected,  it  be- 
ing the  occasion  for  the  first  annual  election  of  officers.  There 
wrill  be  a  session, — morning,  afrernoon,  and  evening;  and  after 
the  latter,  the  occasion  will  be  celebrated  by  a  banquet  or  supper. 
A  committee  from  the  Travis  Count}-  Medical  Society  has  been 
appointed  to  co-operate  with  a  committee  from  the  District 
Society,  to  prepare  for  the  occasion. 
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The  Cherokee  County  Medical  Society  met  recently- 
(Aug.  20),  in  Alto.  There  were  a  large  number  of  physicians 
present,  most  of  whom  were  present  at  the  organization.  Ten 
new  members  were  admitted. 

Reports  were  made  by  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  Drs. 
Spring,  Jameson  and  Guinn,  and  Correspondence,  Drs.  Evans 
and  Frazer,  and  also  by  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution  to  change  the  manner  of  voting  from  ballot  to  viva- 
voce  1  committee,  Drs.  Collins,  Frazer  and  Jamison.  Drs.  W.  G. 
Jamison,  N.  W.  Spring  and  J.  H.  Evans,  the  essayists  for  the 
occasion,  each  read  a  paper,  the  subjects  being  "Vomiting  in 
Pregnancy,"  "Eczema,"  and  "Forceps  Delivery."  Papers  dis- 
cussed by  Dr.  A.  H.  McCord,  and  others.  A  resolution  was 
adopted  taxing  each  member  fifty  cents,  to  pay  for  the  publica- 
tion of  papers  read  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society.  [This 
Journal  will  be  pleased  to  publish  such  papers,  free  of  charge, 
if  found  worthy  of  being  presented  to  the  profession. — Ed.] 

By  resolution  of  Dr.  Frazer,  the  physicians  of  Cherokee 
county  were  once  more  cordially  invited  to  meet  with  the  Society, 
at  the  Jacksonville  meeting,  in  October. 

Drs.  A.  H.  McCord  and  J.  N.  B.  Guinn  each  read  a  paper. 
[Reporter  does  not  state  what  disposition  was  made  of  them,  nor 
report  any  discussion  which  followed.  We  beg  to  remind  him 
that  without  a  report  of  discussion,  the  mere  details  of  business 
is  dry  reading.  Hope  he  will  be  more  explicit  at  next  report. — 
Ed.] 

Drs.  B.  F.  Brittain  and  Collins,  of  Jacksonville;  Barton  and 
Wilson,  of  Alto,  and  Guinn,  of  Rusk,  were  appointed  essayists- 
for  next  meeting. 

J.  F.  Johnson,  Secretary. 


A  Sample  Letter  to  the  Journal. — "The  Journal  is  al- 
ways a  welcome  visitor.  It  is  bright,  interesting  and  instructive. 
You  may  justly  be  proud  of  it.  We  wish  you  increased  success 
and  profit  in  its  publication  the  ensuing  year.  With  best 
wishes,  Yours  truly, 

R.  C.  N  ." 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COLLAEOB.A.TCRS :   

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearlngen.  Austin.  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyncr,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples.  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  T.  Paine.  *T.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osb-,rn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doering,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Bealh  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhcf,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


THE  QUACK  MUST  GO-FIRST  GUN  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  which 
will  be  held  in  this  city  on  the  20th  instant,  it  is  understood  that 
a  resolution  will  be  introduced — and  no  doubt  adopted — declar- 
ing that  the  physicians  of  Travis  and  adjacent  counties  repre- 
sented in  this  Association,  will  not  support  with  their  ballot,  and 
influence  with  their  respective  clientelles,  any  candidate  for  the 
Legislature  who  will  not  pledge  himself  to  favor  and  advocate  a 
bill  before  the  Legislature  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
this  State. 

This  is  a  step  which  we  would  like  to  see  followed  by  every 
organized  body  of  physicians  in  Texas.  The  time  for  action  and 
co-operation  amongst  the  physicians  has  come.  There  is  no  use 
in  talking,  they  must  act,  and  act  in  concert.  The  sentiment  is 
general,  universal,  we  may  say,  amongst  the  educated  members 
of  the  medical  profession,  that  there  should  be  some  discrimina- 
tion and  distinction  between  them  and  the  pretenders.  They 
feel  and  claim,  and  with  justice,  that  the}-,  as  well  as  the  blessed 
people,  should  have  some  "protection" — protection  in  their 
7  ights.    Those  who  have  invested  money,  and  devoted  the  best 
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years  of  their  lives  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  of  a  kind  to 
make  their  sendees  worth  a  money  consideration,  (to  take  a  bus- 
iness view  of  the  subject,)  feel  that  there  is  injustice  done  them 
when  a  person,  who  has  invested  neither  time,  money  nor  labor 
in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  who  has  no  knowledge  of  medi- 
cine, is  permitted,  under  the  law,  to  offer  his  sendees  to  do  that 
wThich  he  is  not  qualified  by  education  and  training  to  do,  and  to 
charge  for  the  same;  thus  coming  in  competition,  and  often  suc- 
cessfully, with  the  trained  and  educated  physicians.  They  feel, 
and  we  claim  that  the  State,  in  justice  to  itself,  to  its  citizens, 
and  to  the  profession  of  medicine,  should  require  a  standard  of 
qualification,  and  a  test.  The  practice  of  medicine  is  a  danger- 
ous privilege.  It  should  not  be  entrusted  indiscriminately;  its 
exercise  should  be  restricted  to  those  who  can  give  evidence  of  a 
fitness  or  qualification  for  it,  no  matter  how  or  whe?e  obtained, — 
whether  in  a  school  called  "Allopathic,"  or  what  not, — a  test 
should  be  made,  and  those  found  unqualified, — totally  ignorant 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  science, — should  be  barred 
the  privilege.  The  Homeopaths  laugh  at  the  efforts  to  procure 
a  law  to  regulate  the  practice,  and  accuse  the  physicians  of  the 
State  Association — the  "regular  profession" — of  wanting  protec- 
tion for  themselves.  This  is  true,  to  some  extent,  and  in  the 
sense  above  set  forth;  but,  are  they  so  blind  as  not  to  see  that,  in 
a  measure,  it  would  protect  the  educated  of  their  persuasion 
also,  from  bastard  competition? 

Such  a  measure  as  is  advocated  here,  and  which  has  been  for 
years,  advocated  by  the  organized  branch  of  the  Texas  profes- 
sion, aims,  primarily,  at  the  stipptession  of  quackety^  the  restric- 
tion of  the  privilege  of  practicing  a  dangerous  pursuit  to  those 
who  have  been  educated  to  it,  and  can  practice  it  without  jeop- 
ardizing the  lives  of  the  people;  thus,  it  aims  at  the  protection 
of  the  people's  lives  first,  and  incidentally  only,  affords  a  certain 
protection  to  the  profession,  in  securing  them  against  a  species  of 
competition  which  the  State  would  not  allow  in  any  other  calling 
or  pursuit  on  earth;  all  other  pursuits  and  privileges,  of  what- 
ever nature,  of  equal  or  similar  responsibility,  are  licensed  by  the 
State.    An  engineer  on  a  railroad,  is  not  permitted  to  take 
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-charge  of  a  train  load  of  passengers,  until  he  has  stood  an  exam- 
ination, and  shown  himself  competent,  by  education,  to  follow 
the  calling  he  has  adopted. 

Every  other  effort  to  secure  to  passage  of  a  medical  act,  has 
failed.  The  legislators,  like  the  people,  know  no  difference.  A 
"doctor"  to  them,  is  a  "doctor,"  and  they  put  them  all  in  one 
•category.  They  say  that  efforts  of  the  kind  alluded  to,  are  only 
a  species  of  quarrel  amongst  the  different  pathies.  It  seems  an 
Utopian  task  to  undertake  to  "educate  them"  up  to  a  point 
whence  they  can  discriminate.  The  organized  branches  of  med- 
icine, in  Texas,  are  driven  to  the  course  above  indicated;  they 
must  go  to  the  fountain  head,  and  by  the  exercise  of  their  in- 
fluence, individually  and  collectively,  and  through  their  extensive 
family  practice,  prevent  the  election  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
small-bore,  "cimblin-headed  statesmen"  of  the  "Bell  of  Cooke" 
type.  This  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  medical  profession  can 
make  itself  felt;  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Austin  District 
Medical  Society  will  take  the  initiative  in  an  aggressive  cam- 
paign. Let  every  county  and  town  society  in  the  State  follow 
their  example,  and  go  to  wo?k  with  their  patients.  It  is  not  dif- 
ficult to  make  an  intelligent  man  see  the  point;  and  if  every 
member  of  the  State  Association,  and  of  every  local  society  in 
Texas,  will  make  it  his  business  to  enlighten  his  patrons  on  the 
necessities  of  restricting  the  privilege  of  practicing  medicine  to 
those  who  are  educated  to  it,  he  can  secure  their  promises  to 
support  for  the  Legislature  only  the  candidate  who  has  the  in- 
telligence to  comprehend  the  subject,  and  the  honesty  and 
openness  to  pledge  himself  to  the  desired  measure.  The  time 
has  come  for  action, — let  us  all  strike  together,  and  the  days  of 
the  pretender  in  medicine  are  numbered  in  Texas. 


MISTAKEN  NOTIONS  OF  HOSPITALITY,  AND  FANCIED  SECURIT  Y. 

Atlanta,  by  vote  of  her  Council,  has,  as  the  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal  expresses  it,  "thrown  open  her  doors  to  the  refu- 
gees" from  the  yellow  fever  districts  of  Florida,  and  invites  them 
to  come  and  dwell  in  the  Gate  City.    The  Medical  and  Surgical 
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Journal,  commenting  upon  the  act,  approves  it,  and  says  that 
Atlanta  is  yellow  fever  proof, — that  yellow  fever  has  never  ap- 
peared there,  and  that  no  city  of  equal  altitude  was  ever  scourged 
by  the  pest ;  that  cities  where  yellow  fever  has  prevailed,  are  sit- 
uated on  the  coast,  or  on  some  river. 

We  are  somewhat  surprised  at  our  brother's  lack  of  informa- 
tion on  the  subject ;  and  at  his  confidence  in  the  security  of  At- 
lanta by  virtue  of  her  altitude.  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  did  the 
same  unwise  thing  in  1878,  with  reference  to  the  refugees  from 
New  Orleans,  boasting  the  same  exemptions  which  our  friends  of 
Atlanta  boast  they  possess  ;  and  the  refugees  flocked  to  the  hos- 
pitable little  city.  In  a  very  short  time  yellow  fever  broke  out, 
and  for  weeks  the  fair  city  of  hills — and  of  exalted  "altitude" — 
and  which  is,  moreover,  neither  by  the  sea,  nor  on  a  water  course, 
— was  a  scene  of  mourning  and  desolation.  There  the  brave 
doctors — from  all  sections — notably  from  Texas,  battled  with  the 
pestilence ;  there  the  gallant  Manning  fell  ; — in  brief,  Holly 
Springs  paid  the  penalty  of  her  misplaced  sympathy,  and  taught 
a  lesson,  which  should  not  be  disregarded.  Yellow  fever  is  a 
most  insidious  foe  and  is  no  respector  of  persons,  nor  of  "alti- 
tude"; it  has  been  known  to  occur  (in  a  refugee)  on  the  summit 
of  Lookout  mountain  ;  in  the  clean,  as  well  as  in  the  filthy 
cities. 

In  light  of  these  established  facts,  Atlanta,  nor  any  other  city, 
should  be  permitted  to  harbor  the  refugees  from  a  fever  stricken 
city  ;  such  persons  should  be  detained  ten  days  in  camp  of  in- 
spection, under  supervision  of  the  United  States  government  offi- 
cers ;  then  they  might,  after  disinfection,  proceed  to  enjoy  the 
hospitality  of  Atlanta  or  other  city  ;  but  the  safety  of  certainly 
70,000  persons,  perhaps  many  more,  should  not  be  jeopardized 
through  any  such  morbid  sentimentality  as  that  which  apparent- 
ly prompts  Atlanta,  and  prompted  Holly  Springs — to  invite  a  pes- 
tilence— along  with  their  guests.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Dr.  Ham- 
ilton will  have  "a  say"  as  to  refugees  flocking  to  Atlanta — if  the 
city  whence  they  fled  is  infected.  If  these  persons  are  panic 
stricken,  and  have  fled  before  exposure  to  possible  infection,  there 
can  be  no  objection  to  their  going  to  Atlanta  or  elsewhere  ;  and 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


*33 


to  refuse  them  entrance  would  be  the  refinement  of  cruelty.  In 
such  event  there  is  no  occasion  to  boast — they  could  go  any- 
where. Dr.  Hamilton  should  know  whether  they  carry  infection 
with  them,  and  doubtless  will. 


THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  TEXAS. 

Prof.  H.  A.  West,  M.  D.,  of  the  Texas  Medical  College  Facul- 
ty, who  went  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia  last  month  to  pur- 
chase the  chemical  laboratory  outfit,  and  other  means  of  demon- 
stration in  physiology  as  wrell  as  chemistry,  has  returned,  and  we 
learn,  has  discharged  the  duty  entrusted  to  him  in  a  most  satis- 
factory manner.' 

The  Texas  Medical  College  (which,  as  before  stated,  is  not  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University,  but  which  is  it  thought  will, 
in  time,  perhaps,  develope  into  said  department)  is  to  be  a  first- 
class  school  of  medicine,  with  a  first-class  equipment.  The  cur- 
riculum is  to  be  as  high  as  any  in  the  land, — the  course  of  in- 
struction as  thorough.  This  is  a  necessity  ;  for  the  school  can- 
not succeed  without  the  support  of  the  profession  of  the  State, 
and  they  will  tolerate  no  half-way  measures,  no  cheap  education. 
The  pride  of  the  Faculty  in  their  State,  and  the  cordial  sympathy 
and  support  of  their  colleagues  in  their  laudable  undertaking  will 
stimulate  them  to  deserve  success  ;  and  they  will  achieve  it. 
Our  best  wishes  attend  their  efforts. 


yViEDICAL  j^EWS  AND  ^VlISCELLANY. 

Personal. — Dr.  S.  T.  Turner,  of  Marfa, Texas,  is  at  the  Poly- 
clinic, N.  Y.,  and  directs  the  Jourmal  to  be  sent  to  him  at  that 
address  for  the  present. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Camp,  of  Limestone  county,  the  long  time  repre- 
sentative in  the  Texas  Legislature,  was  reported,  by  a  telegram 
received  at  Austin  by  Capt.  Foster,  to  be  in  a  dying  condition. 


Married.  —  Montgomery  —  Kelley.  In  Texarkana,  Texas, 
September  13th  (inst.),  Dr.  A.  S.  Montgomery,  of  Tyler,  to  Miss 
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Leona  S.  Kelley,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Christian,  of  Texar- 
kana.  The  Journal's  congratulations  are  extended  to  our 
handsome  young  friend,  and  his  accomplished  bride. 

P.  M.  B.  A.  of  Texas. — Assessment  Xo.  8,  for  one  dollar, 
lias  been  issued  from  the  office  of  the  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit 
Association,  for  the  benefit  fund  to  be  provided  for  the  widow 
and  children  of  the  late  Dr.  Frank  A.  Tompkins,  of  Sandy 
Point,  holder  of  certificate  Xo.  50.  We  trust  members  will  re- 
spond promptly.    Last  da>-  for  payment,  October  12th. 

Death  of  Dr.  Howze. — The  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion is  suffering  heavily  this  year,  several  of  its  members  having 
■died  since  the  last  meeting.  The  last  death  of  a  member  report- 
ed to  us,  is  that  of  our  talented  young  friend,  Dr.  J.  T.  Howze, 
of  Huntsville.  He  only  joined  recently,  at  the  Galveston  meet- 
ing, in  April.  Dr.  Howze  was  a  graduate  of  Louisville  Medical 
College,  of  the  class  ot  1887.  He  died  at  Huntsville,  August 
30th  (ult). 

Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas. — As- 
sessment Xo.  7 — Many  of  the  members  have  failed,  to  date,  to 
remit  assessment  No.  7.  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  time 
for  remitting — the  utmost  time  allowed  by  the  Constitution  and 
By-laws,  sixty  days — will  expire  on  the  21st  instant,  at  which 
time  the  list  will  be  closed,  and  all  who  have  not  paid  this  as- 
sessment will  forfeit  their  membership,  and  all  monies  previously 
paid  in.  As  a  few  days  remain,  we  hope  delinquents  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  save  themselves. 

The  Transactions  T.  S.  M.  Association  of  1888. — This 
volume  has  been  mailed  to  members  and  exchanges.  Delinquents 
-will  please  forward  at  least  one  yea?' s  dues  to  Treasurer  J.  Laren- 
don,M.  D.,  Houston,  even  if  they  have  received  the  Transactions. 
For  want  of  means  the  volume  this  year,  though  creditable, under 
the  circumstances,  does  not  begin  to  compare  with  that  of  1886 
and  1887  in  mechanical  execution  nor  size  ;  there  has  been  a 
great  falling  off  in  this,  corresponding  with  that  in  receipts.  At 
Galveston  the  receipts  were  $1000  less  than  at  Austin.  Shame, 
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gentlemen,  shame.  Come,  pay  your  dues  like  men,  and  don't 
let  the  published  Transactions  bear  testimony  to  your  delinquen- 
cy :  your  remittance  is  needed,  as  there  was  not  quite  money 
enough  in  the  treasury  to  meet  the  bill,  small  as  it  is. 

Medical  Department,  University  of  Texas. — A  meeting 
of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  Texas  was  held  in  Galveston 
September  3rd,  to  take  steps  for  the  speedy  erection  of  the 
College  building,  for  which  purpose  the  last  Legislature  appro- 
priated §50,000.  We  learn  that  a  plan  of  the  building  was 
agreed  upon,  to  conform  to  the  appropriation, — the  sum  being 
inadequate  to  build  such  structures  as  really  should  be  built  to 
he  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  other  departments,  and  with 
the  prospective  needs  of  ten  years  hence;  but, — the  site,  offered 
hy  the  city,  was  thought  not  eligible,  and  was  rejected.  It  is 
.situated  on  the  bay,  and  has  no  frontage.  It  is  thought  to  be, 
altogether,  unsuitable  for  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas.  The  State  should  purchase  a  block  of  ground, 
in  the  center  of  the  city  and  on  an  elevation,  and  the  Legislature 
should  amend  the  appropriation  so  as  to  make  the  Medical 
College  an  ornament  to  Galveston,  and  a  credit  to  Texas. 

A  Correction. — In  the  proceedings  of  the  Ten  ell  Medical 
Society,  published  in  the  last  issue  of  this  Journal,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Smith  (of  Dallas)  is  reported  as  having  said  :  '  'When  a  patient 
calls  upon  a  physician  for  treatment  of  an  eye  affection,  aad  the 
physician  is  not  entirely  satisfied  as  to  diagnosis,  the  best  appli- 
cation will  be  found  in  a  solution  of  atropia,  grs.  ii  to  iv,  one 
ounce  water,  with  a  little  cocaine  added,  3  or  4  times  daily." 

Dr.  Smith  writes  us  that  the  Society  reporter  misunderstood 
Tiis  meaning,  and  hence  reported  his  views  incorrectly.  What 
Dr.  Smith  did  say  was  :  "When  a  physician  meets  with  a  patient 
with  an  acutely  inflamed  eye,  accompanied  with]  pain,  photopho- 
bia, etc.,  and  is  in  doubt  as  to  diagnosis,  no  harm  can  come  from 
a  solution  of  atropia,  2  to  4  grs.  to  the  ounce  of  water." 

Dr.  Smith  adds  :  "Of  course,  such  treatment  would  not  do  for 
a  glaucomatous  attack,  but  this  is  of  such  a  rare  occurrence, 
compared  to  other  diseases  in  which  an  early  use  of  atropia  often 
saves  an  eye,  that  it  can  be  excluded  from  the  diagnosis. 
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"A  simple  eye  affection,  as  the  reporter  has  it,  is  a  very  indef- 
inite term,  and  might  be  some  lesion  in  which  the  atropia  solu- 
tion would  be  entirely  out  of  place.  My  remarks  were  intended 
for  acute  inflammatory  affections,  barring  glaucoma." 

The  correction  is  made  at  the  doctor's  request  and  with  pleas- 
ure. 

The  Right  Man  in  the  Right  Place — It  gives  us  great 
pleasure  to  learn  that  our  old  college-mate  and  boyhood  friend, 
Dr.  Tom.  J.  McFarland,  the  quarantine  officer  at  Pass  Cavallo, 
Port  Lavaca,  has  made,  since  his  appointment  by  State  Health 
Officer  Rutherford,  a  most  efficient  officer.  Constantly  at  his 
post,  intelligent  and  ever  vigilant,  his  life  free  from  any  and  all 
offenses  against  morals, — he  has  established  perfect  discipline 
amongst  employes,  sailors  and  boatsmen,  and  has  carried  out  to 
the  letter  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  service.  The  people 
of  Texas  may  sleep  in  peaceful  security,  so  far  as  any  danger  is 
concerned  of  yellow  fever  giving  McFarland  the  slip.  Dr.  Ruth- 
erford is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  possession  of  such  aides  as 
McFarland,  Burke  and  Wolff, — they  are  the  right  men  in  the 
right  place. 

"Publisher's  J^otes. 

Henry  Bernd  &  Co.  advertise  Bernd's  Physicians'  Office  and 
Pocket  Register.  As  a  labor  saving  device  for  the  busy  doctor, 
this  is  a  highly  commendable  work.  It  needs  to  be  seen  to  be 
appreciated,  though  the  cut  and  description  (see  ad.)  will  give  a 
general  idea  of  its  usefulness.  Mention  the  Journal  in  order- 
ing. 

The  St.  LyOuis  Post- Graduate  Medical  College  has  an 
announcement  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal,  which  will  interest 
all  physicians.  St.  L,ouis  is  so  near  by,  and  so  many  excuses 
can  be  made  to  go  there,  that  the  doctor  who  does  not  take  a 
post-graduate  course,  however  short,  is  out  of  the  fashion.  Read 
the  attractions  offered  by  this  progressive  school. 

"Platt's  Chlorides"  has  become  a  ' 'household  word" 
with  the  profession  and  enlightened  people  of  all  classes  and  all 
climes.    In  the  hot  months,  the  time  of  putrefaction  and  decay 
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of  vegetable  life,  it  is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  household  sup- 
plies, and  should  be  kept  in  every  family;  especially  in  every 
sick  room.  It  is  a  deodorizer,  as  well  as  a  disinfectant.  See 
advertisement,  and  mention  this  Journal  in  ordering  a  supply. 

Keokuk,  Iowa,  boasts  one  of  the  largest  and  best  depots  of 
surgical  instruments  and  supplies  to  be  found  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  and  yet  where  the  city  stands  very  recently  resounded 
to  the  woodman's  axe  and  the  ring  of  the  pioneer's  rifle.  The 
"Star  of  Empire,"  in  its  westward  march,  stopped  a  long  while 
in  this  lovely  land,  and  amongst  the  enterprizing  men  who  accom- 
panied her  there  was  Willis  H.  Davis,  who,  seeing  the  devel- 
opment of  the  country  was  sure  to  create  a  demand  for  surgical 
instruments,  opened  an  immense  establishment,  and  to-day,  by 
low  prices  and  good  goods,  a  knowledge  of  the  business  and  of 
the  needs  of  the  trade,  he  has  built  up  a  reputation  and  a  busi- 
ness of  which  the  West  may  well  be  proud.  Already  his  goods 
have  penetrated  Texas,  and  have  driven  out  "shoddy  ;"  he  sells 
none  but  the  best  ot  everything  in  his  line,  and  at  prices  which 
the  Texas  trade  have  not  been  accustomed  to.  Send  a  trial 
order  and  be  convinced.    Mention  this  Journal. 

What  Cocoaink  to  Use. — There  are  many  brands  of  Cocaine 
in  the  market  and  many  physicians  have  found  to  their  annoy- 
ance that  some  are  inert  and  some  very  irritating  when  applied 
to  a  sensitive  membrane. 

It  may  therefore  be  of  service  to  physicians  to  learn  the  exper- 
ience of  Dr.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds,  editor  of  Progress,  who  in  the 
July,  '88,  number  expresses  himself  in  this  wise: 

"The  medical  profession  has  about  settled  its  estimate  of  the 
therapeutical  value  of  muriate  of  cocaine,  but  it  is,  unhappily, 
no  easy  matter  to  decide  upon  the  most  uniformly  reliable  source 
of  supply.  The  editor  of  Progress  had  about  concluded  Merck's 
was  the  only  reliable  product,  when  recently  he  was  induced  to 
make  trial  of  that  produced  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  A  fresh 
sample  of  ten  grains  was  dissolved  in  five  drachms  of  distilled 
water,  to  which  was  added  one  drop  of  liquid  carbolic  acid.  One 
drop  of  this  instilled  into  the  eye  of  a  man  from  whose  cornea  a 
foreign  body  was  to  be  removed,  produced  complete  anaesthesia  in 
three  minutes,  so  that  incision  of  the  inflamed  cornea,  and  turn- 
ing out  of  the  piece  of  offending  metal  was  not  felt  by  the  pa- 
tient. Twenty  other  similar  experiments  yielded  similar  results." 
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PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OF  CHRONIC  CERYICAL 
ENDOMETRITIS. 


By  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

[Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society  and  ordered  printed  in  Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

IN  compliance  with  your  wishes,  which  were  made  known  to 
me  by  our  Secretary,  the  following  remarks  upon  the  *  'Path- 
ology and  Treatment  of  Chronic  Cervical  Endometritis,"  are 
submitted  for  your  consideration  and  for  discussion. 

The  frequent  occurrence  of  this  disease,  its  variableness,  con- 
flicting opinions  regarding  its  pathology,  and  the  difficulties  at- 
tending its  successful  treatment  render  this  subject  one  of  great 
practical  interest  to  the  physician,  particularly  as  such  cases  con- 
stitute a  very  large  part  of  his  gynecological  practice. 

As  pathology  is  based  upon  anatomy,  and  treatment  upon 


i4°  Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


pathology,  I  will  ask  your  indulgence,  while  I  preface  what  I 
have  to  say  by  a  brief  review  of  some  of  the  leading  facts  re- 
lating to  the  anatomy  of  the  cervix  uteri. 

The  cervix  is  that  portion  of  the  uterus,  which  is  situated  be- 
low the  internal  os  ;  it  is  above  one  inch  in  length,  a  little 
less  in  its  transverse  diameter,  and  about  one  half  as  great  in  its 
antero-posterior  diameter. 

It  is  spindle  shaped,  lies  entirely  below  the  peritoneum,  and  is 
described  as  consisting  of  two  parts,  a  supra-vaginal  and  an 
infra-vaginal  portion ;  the  former  lies  between  the  internal  os  and 
the  fornix  or  vault  of  the  vagina;  the  latter  is  that  portion  sit- 
uated below  the  vaginal  vault,  and  is  usually  termed  the  portio- 
vaginalis. 

The  supra-vaginal  portion  lies  within  the  parametrical  space 
and  is  surrounded  by  cellular  tissue  and  a  network  of  blood-ves- 
sels, nerves,  lymphatics  and  ganglia.  The  infra-vaginal  portion 
is  invested  by  a  reflection  of  the  vaginal  mucous  membrane. 

The  principal  structures  which  enter  into  the  formation 
of  the  cervix  uteri,  are,  connective  tissue,  muscular  tissue,  mu- 
cous membrane,  blood-vessels,  lymphatics  and  nerves;  the  con- 
nective tissue  largely  predominates,  and  is  found  in  greater  rela- 
tive proportion  than  in  the  body  of  the  uterus. 

The  cervical  mucosa  is  thicker  and  firmer,  and  differs  from 
that  of  the  uterus  in  its  arrangements  and  glandular  structure;  it 
is  corrugated,  thrown  into  folds,  and  in  the  virgin  presents  an 
arborrescent  appearance,  from  which  it  derives  its  name,  "arbor 
vitae. "  It  is  covered  by  a  single  layer  of  cylindrical  epithelium 
which  is  ciliated  upon  the  surface  of  the  plica. 

The  cervical  mucous  membrane  is  richly  supplied  with  race- 
mose glands,  branching  ducts  with  dilated  ends,  lined  with  cubi- 
cal epithelium  and  surrounded  by  a  plexus  of  blood-vessels. 
These  glands  secrete  a  clear  mucus  of  an  alkaline  reaction,  their 
ducts  open  on  the  ridges  or  plica,  and  also  in  the  depressions  of 
the  mucosa.  The  cylindrical  epithelium  which  covers  the  cervical 
mucosa,  abruptly  terminates  at  the  external  os,  forming  a  boun- 
dary line,  beyond  which  we  find  the  vasculae  papillae  and  pave- 
ment epithelium  of  the  vagina. 
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The  uterine  artery  chiefly  furnishes  the  cervix  with  its  blood 
supply ;  it  arises  from  the  anterior  division  of  the  pudic,  and 
passes  along  the  base  of  the  broad  ligaments  to  a  point  opposite 
the  external  os,  when  it  sharply  bends  upwards  by  the  side  of 
the  cervix,  to  finally  unite  by  many  anastomosing  branches  with 
the  descending  branches  of  the  ovarian  artery. 

During  its  course  it  gives  off  a  great  many  lateral  branches  to 
the  vagina,  cervix  and  body  of  the  uterus.  It  is  claimed  that 
the  lateral  branches  of  the  uterine  and  ovarian  arteries  are  dis- 
tributed to  the  various  segments  of  the  uterus  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  is  impossible  for  congestion  of  the  uterine  vessels  to  re- 
sult, as  formerly  claimed,  from  flexions  of  the  womb. 

The  veins  and  lymphatics  from  the  cervix,  are  large  and 
numerous,  and  surround  this  segment  of  the  womb  with  a  net- 
work of  interlacing  vessels.  The  uterus  receives  its  nerves 
chiefly  from  the  sympathetic  system. 

Chronic  cervical  endometritis  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  dis- 
eases of  women,  and  unfortunately,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
to  cure. 

It  is  essentially  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  cervical  mu- 
cosa, and  its  muciperous  glands,  associated  frequently  with  cer- 
tain definite  pathological  changes  in  the  connective  tissue  and 
muscularis  of  the  cervix.  These  morbid  changes  may  extend  to 
the  general  endometrium,  and  other  tissues  of  the  womb,  or  may 
begin  in  these,  and  secondarily  involve  the  cervix. 

Different  appearances  and  conditions  of  the  cervix  will  often 
be  revealed  by  a  specular  examination  or  by  digital  touch  in  dif- 
ferent cases  of  chronic  cervical  catarrh,  or  in  the  same  case  at 
different  stages  of  the  disease  ;  these  differences  result,  in  part, 
from  many  etiological  facts,  but  mainly  depend  upon  which  of 
the  tissue  elements  of  the  cervix  predominate  in  the  morbid 
action ;  for  example,  inflammation  of  the  cervical  mucosa  with 
active  proliferation  of  its  cylindrical  epithelium  will  present  ap- 
pearances differing  in  many  respects  from  that  condition  in  which 
the  muciperous  glands  with  proliferation  of  their  glandular  epi- 
thelium dominate.  Again  both  of  these  present  different  features 
from  that  condition  caused  by  hyperplasia  of  the  connective  and 
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muscular  tissue;  which  has  been  so  perfectly  described  by  Thomas, 
and  called  by  him  "areolar  hyperplasia." 

Rarely  however,  do  we  find  these  morbid  changes  confined 
singly  to  one  of  the  tissues  of  the  cervix,  that  is,  superficial 
epithelium,  glandular  structure  or  connective  tissue ;  generally 
one  of  these  specific  affections  predominates,  whilst  the  other  two 
complicate,  or  one  is  the  cause  or  sequel  of  the  other.  Of  these 
conditions,  isolated  cervical  catarrh  is  most  frequently  observed. 
We  then  find  the  inflammation  limited  to  the  mucosa  and  its  epi- 
thelial covering;  the  mucous  membrane  is  reddened,  swollen,  and 
its  foldings  are  greatly  increased  ;  the  swollen  membrane  can  fre- 
quently be  seen  protruding  from  the  patulous  os ;  it  is  exceedingly 
vascular,  and  often  bleeds  from  the  slightest  touch.  The  exag- 
gerated foldings  of  the  mucosa  with  its  papillae  enlarged  and 
reddened,  can  be  seen  through  the  epithelial  covering  and  has 
given  to  this  condition  the  name  of  papillary  degeneration,  or 
granular  degeneration,  the  former  when  the  foldings,  and  the  lat- 
ter wThen  the  papillae  are  most  conspicuous.  This  condition  is 
best  seen  and  beautifully  marked,  where  isolated  cervical  catarrh 
is  associated  with  laceration  of  the  cervix,  and  ectropion  of  its 
lips. 

But  the  inflammation  will  rarely  stop  here.  Very  soon  it  in- 
volves the  muciperous  glands  and  their  cubical  epithelium. 
There  will  then  result  an  increased  secretion  from  \  these  glands 
and  closure  of  their  ducts;  the  first  greatly  adds  to  the  existing 
leucorrhea,  the  second,  which  arises  from  pressure  on  the  ducts 
•exerted  by  the  hypertrophied  mucosa  gives  rise  to  a  retention  of 
the  secretion,  and  produces  that  pathological  condition  called 
ovula  nabothii  or  nabothian  follicles  ;  when  these  attain  a  large 
size,  they  are  called  retention  cysts. 

These  cysts  sometimes  form  polypi,  or  their  contents  become 
purulent,  and  abscesses  result.  The  smaller  cysts  or  nabothian 
follicles  are  however  most  frequently  observed ;  from  rupture  of 
these  follicles,  and  other  causes,  the  cubical  epithelium  which  lines 
them,  and  which  is  possessed  of  the  power  of  rapid  proliferation, 
will,  starting  from  these  ruptured  follicles,  rapidly  spread  itselt 
over  the  mucosa,  or  displacing  the  squamous,  epithelium  of  the 
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portio  vaginalis,  pass  beyond  the  external  os,  and  form  red 
patches  with  well  defined  abrupt  limits  upon  the  vaginal  portion 
of  the  cervix.  The  difference  in  color  of  these  patches,  con- 
trasted with  the  healthy,  and  much  paler  color  of  the  vaginal  mu- 
cous membrane,  gave  rise  to  the  opinion  that  these  patches  were 
ulcerations,  and  they  were  so  called  until  a  recent  period.  They 
in  fact,  consist  of  an  extension  of  the  glandular  tissue  of  the  cer- 
vical mucosa  by  proliferation  over  the  portio  vaginalis,  constitu- 
ting, in  fact,  a  new  growth  of  glandular  tissue. 

Associated  with  this  condition  there  is  frequently  found  upon 
the  surface  of  the  portio  vaginalis  a  number  of  clear  vesicular 
bodies,  firm  to  the  touch,  and  which  can  be  felt  by  the  examining 
finger  like  shot  under  the  surface.  This  condition  is  known  as 
follicular  degeneration,  whilst  the  small,  hard  bodies  are  the  na- 
bothian  eggs  which  have  already  been  referred  to.  These 
bodies  are  formed  throughout  the  diseased  mucosa  or  upon  the 
portio  vaginalis  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  gland- 
ular tissue  to  the  vaginal  mucosa.  When  the  cervix  is  exten- 
sively invaded  by  them  and  especially  when  they  are  of  usual 
size,  we  have  what  is  known,  as  cystic  degeneration.  Associated 
with  these  morbid  changes,  or  existing  as  a  part  of  a  general 
chronic  metritis,  or  endometritis,  or  perhaps,  as  a  result  of  trau- 
matisms, there  will  be  found  a  condition  of  the  cervix  in  which 
its  connective  tissue  is  greatly  increased,  whilst  the  cervix  it- 
self is  congested  and  succulent,  or  firm  or  hard,  with  increase  in 
its  length  and  its  antero  posterior  diameter;  this  condition  is 
called  by  Thomas  "areolar  hyperplasia."  It  is  proper  to  state 
that  the  pathology  of  chronic  cervical  catarrh,  and  its  results  are, 
in  many  respects,  still  open  questions.  The  description  of  path- 
ological changes  which  have  been  submitted,  are  I  believe,  those 
which  are  most  generally  accepted  by  pathologists  as  correct. 

The  treatment  of  chronic  endometritis,  like  its  pathology,  is 
not  yet  placed  beyond  dispute.  It  would  needlessly  occupy  your 
time,  and  perhaps  weary  you,  to  present  even  an  abstract  of  the 
various  remedies  and  plans  of  treatment  advised  at  different 
times,  together  with  all  the  minute  directions  as  to  methods  and 
manner  of  use.    The  usual  method  is  to  discuss  treatment  under 
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the  two  heads  of  constitutional  and  local.  We  will  depart  from 
this  time-honored  custom  in  the  present  instance,  and  confine  our 
attention  to  the  local  treatment.  I  do  not  wish  to  convey  the 
idea  that  constitutional  treatment  is  not  necessary;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  all-important;  but  to  discuss  it  in  all  its  features  would 
lengthen  this  paper  beyond  your  patience,  besides,  the  general 
therapeutical  indications  are  so  well  understood  by  the  profession 
that  the  time  at  our  disposal  can  be  better  employed  in  discuss- 
ing the  local  measures  of  treatment.  Local  treatment  will  have 
for  its  aim  the  normal  restoration  of  pathological  tissue  by  alter- 
ative or  caustic  applications,  or  the  arrest  of  pathological  changes; 
or  in  case  neither  of  these  results  can  be  accomplished,  the  de- 
struction or  removal  of  pathological  tissues  is  demanded. 

Chief  among  the  many  alterative  and  caustic  remedies  which 
are  applied  to  the  diseased  cervical  mucosa,  are  the  following : 
Tincture  iodine,  carbolic  acid,  or  the  two  remedies  combined  in 
iodinized  phenol,  pyroligneous  acid,  chromic  acid  in  solution  of 
25  to  50  per  cent.,  chloride  zinc  in  solution  of  25  percent.,  nitrate 
silver,  full  strength,  or  modified  nitric  acid  and  acid  nitrate  mer- 
cury. Hot  water  vaginal  irrigations,  or  applications  to  portio 
vaginalis  of  tr.  iodine,  boro  glyceride  or  glycerine,  or  interstitial 
injections  into  cervix,  of  tr.  iodine  or  f.  e.  ergot;  besides  vaginal 
suppositories  and  a  host  of  vaginal  injections. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  interesting  or  profitable  to  enter 
into  a  description  of  the  method,  manner  or  frequency  of  apply- 
ing these  remedies;  but  there  are  certain  general  rules  relating 
to  this  subject,  and  to  that  of  the  surgical  treatment  of  chronic 
cervical  catarrh,  of  such  great  importance  that  I  deem  it  proper 
to  ask  yom  attention,  and  I  briefly  enumerate  those  which  occur 
to  me  : 

1.  No  caustic  or  irritating  application  should  be  made  to  the 
cervix  during  the  presence  of  pelvic  inflammations,  cellulitic  or 
peritonitic. 

2.  Successful  application  cannot  be  made  through  a  tight  os 
uteri,  or  contracted  cervical  canal;  these  conditions  should  be  first 
overcome  by  dilatation,  divulsion,  or  the  knife. 
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3.  The  field  of  operation  should  be  cleared  of  mucus  or  mor- 
bid secretions  before  applications  are  made. 

4.  Retention  cysts  or  ovula  nabothis  should  be  opened  pre- 
vious to  the  other  treatment. 

5.  The  stronger  caustics,  and  especially  nitric  acid,  should 
not  be  applied  often,  or  at  short  intervals,  because  of  their  ten- 
dency to  cause  contraction  or  atresia  of  the  cervical  canal. 

6.  Chromic  acid,  mercuries  and  arsenic,  when  used  in  full 
strength,  are  liable  to  cause  dangerous  toxic  symptoms. 

7.  All  cervical  lacerations  should  be  repaired  by  Emmet's 
operation,  after  the  disease  has  been  cured. 

8.  When  we  consider  the  intimate  anatomical  relations  which 
exist  between  the  cervix  uteri  and  the  broad  ligaments,  with 
their  numerous  blood-vessels  and  lymphatics,  it  should  impress 
us  with  the  important  fact  that  no  surgical  operation  upon  the 
cervix  should  be  performed,  and  no  caustic  application  which 
would  leave  a  raw,  granulating  or  absorbing  surface  should  be 
made,  except  under  strict  antiseptic  rules. 

Many  cases  of  chronic  cervical  endometritis  cannot  be  cured 
by  caustic  or  alterative  applications;  the  inflamed  and  hyper- 
trophied  mucosa,  the  glandular  proliferation  and  hyperplastic 
increase  of  connective  tissue  will  continue  to  exist,  or  perhaps 
increase,  notwithstanding  the  most  active  local  application  of 
caustics  and  their  therapeutical  adjuncts.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, a  cure  can  be  accomplished  only  by  a  total  destruction 
of  the  diseased  mucosa  and  its  glands.  The  means  at  our  com- 
mand which  can  be  safely  used  to  do  this,  are  the  sharp  curette, 
the  knife,  and  the  continuous  galvanic  current. 

Thomas  uses  the  sharp  curette,  as  follows:  He  introduces  it 
into  the  cervical  canal  as  high  up  as  the  internal  os,  then  by  a 
downward  scraping  forcibly  removes  the  diseased  mucous  mem- 
brane from  every  part  of  the  canal.  Fritsch  supplements  the  re- 
moval of  the  mucosa  by  the  curette  with  a  subsequent  applica- 
tion of  strong  nitric  acid  to  every  portion  of  the  scraped  surface. 

Schroeder's  operation  consists  in  removing,  with  the  knife,  the 
diseased  mucosa  follicle,  and  substituting  for  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  cervix  that  of  the  vagina.    It  is  done  as  follows: 
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Split  the  cervix  bilaterally  up  to  the  vaginal  fornix.  At  the 
upper  limit  of  the  incision,  make  a  transverse  incision  through 
the  mucosa  of  both  the  anterior  and  posterior  lips  which  have 
thus  been  formed.  Introduce  a  sharb  pointed  knife  under  the 
mucosa  at  the  tip  of  one  of  the  cervical  lips,  and  push  it — the 
knife — up  to  the  transverse  incision.  Then  cut  right  and  left, 
thus  entirely  removing  the  diseased  membrane.  Do  the  same 
with  the  other  lip,  and  then  turn  the  lips  inwards,  bending  them 
upon  themselves  so  as  to  cover  the  denuded  surface.  The  lips 
should  be  fastened  in  this  position  by  properly  introduced 
sutures. 

The  latest,  most  novel,  and,  it  would  seem  from  published  re- 
ports of  cases,  a  very  successful  method  of  treating  chronic  en- 
dometritis and  uterine  hyperplasia,  whether  general  or  cervical, 
is  by  electricity.  The  favorable  results  obtained  by  Rockwell 
and  others,  by  the  Farradic  current,  has  for  some  time  been  the 
property  of  the  profession;  the  more  recent  labors  of  Kngleman 
and  Apostoli,  with  the  continuous  galvanic  current,  are  not  so 
well  known.  The  excellent  results  which  they  claim  to  have 
secured  from  the  current,  stamps  it  as  a  most  reliable  and  power- 
ful therapeutical  agent. 

Among  the  many  properties  claimed  for  it  are,  that  it  improves 
nutrition;  it  stimulates;  it  allays  pain;  it  causes  absorption,  and 
it  controls  hemorrhage.  In  the  treatment  of  those  morbid 
changes  which  occur  in  the  female  sexual  organs,  the  applica- 
tion of  galvanism  requires  but  little  time;  it  is  safe,  practically 
painless,  easy  of  application,  and  often  curative. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  negative  and  positive  poles 
are  very  dissimilar  in  their  action,  do  different  kinds  of  work, 
and  are  often  antipodal  in  their  therapeutical  properties. 

The  negative  pole  is  more  active  than  the  positive,  the  chemi- 
cal effect  being  greater;  it  is  the  painful,  irritating  caustic  pole, 
and  its  tendency  is  to  destroy — to  produce  hemorrhage. 

The  positive  pole  is  anaesthetic,  the  least  painful,  causes  ab- 
sorption, and  its  tendency  is  to  check  hemorrhage. 

Now  there  are  two  recognized  methods  of  using  the  constant 
galvanic  current  in  the  treatmeut  of  chronic  endomitritis  and 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


147 


uterine  hyperplasia,  One  method,  that  of  galvanic  puncture,  is 
championed  by  Engleman;  the  other  method  is  that  preached 
by  Apostoli.  Inasmuch  as  endometritis  and  hyperplasia  of  the 
uterus  are  pathogenetically  the  same  when  confined  to  cervix,  it 
is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  curative  results  claimed  for  elec- 
tricity in  the  former  would  also  be  obtained  from  its  use  in  the 
latter  troubles.  Kngleman  says:  "In  chronic  metritis  and  hy- 
perplasia we  utilize  the  absorbent  and  electrolytic  properties  of 
the  negative  galvanic  current,  and  the  chemical  action  of  the  gal- 
vanic pole;  also  the  contracting  and  stimulating  effect  of  the  Far- 
radic  currents  of  quality  and  low  tension.  These  cases  are  fre- 
quently accompanied  by  a  scanty  menstrual  flow  and  dysmenorr- 
hcea,  hence  the  hemorrhagic  tendencies  of  the  negative  pole  are 
of  service,  as  well  as  its  electrolytic  and  cauterizing  properties. 
The  most  effective  treatment,  if  there  is  no  contra  indication,  is 
negative  electropuncture;  passing  the  platinum  needle  into  the 
indurated  tissue  parallel  to  the  uterine  canal,  connecting  this  with 
the  negative  pole  of  the  battery,  placing  the  positive  dispersing 
pole  upon  the  abdomen,  and  using  a  current  of  from  50  to  1 50 
milliamperes.  The  larger  stylet  may  also  be  inserted,  or  four  or 
five  needles  at  a  time  surrounding  the  os,  all  connected  with  one 
and  the  same  negative  pole.  If  amenorrhcea,  painful  menstrua- 
tion or  narrowing  of  the  canal,  especially  in  case  of  endometritis, 
accompany  the  hyperplasia,  it  is  first  of  all  important  to  remedy 
these  conditions,  and  cauterization  takes  the  place  of  puncture  ; 
that  is,  the  uterine  sound  connected  with  the  negative  pole  is 
used  in  the  cavity,  whilst  the  positive  pole  is  in  connection  with 
the  dispersing  plate  of  the  abdomen." 

"If  weaker  currents,  from  40  to  60  milliamperes,  are  used, 
electropuncture  of  the  uterus  may  be  repeated  every  third  or 
fourth  day;  the  application  or  currents  of  from  120  to  150  mil- 
liamperes should  be  from  four  days  to  one  week  apart,  as  they 
are  accompanied  by  slight  destruction  of  tissue,  which  at  first 
leaves  an  open  canal,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  nothing  but  a 
slight  depression  in  the  cervical  tissue,  at  the  point  of  puncture 
remains." 

Grandin,  in  a  concise  description  of  Apostoli' s  method,  as  des- 
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cribed  by  him  in  his  recent  monograph,  says:  "Apostolus  new 
method  aims  at  utilizing  in  the  greatest  degree  the  chemical  and 
trophic  action  of  electricity,  in  order  to  destroy  the  deseased  en- 
dometrium and  to  exert  a  derivator}'  effect  upon  the  uterus.  The 
routine  method  generally  resorted  to  for  the  cure  of  chronic  en- 
dometritis and  of  hyperplasia,  one  and  all,  aim  at  altering  the 
vicious  nutrition,  at  causing  absorption  of  the  hypoplastic  tissue 
and  at  eliminating  the  pathological  process  in  the  endometrium. 
These  methods,  it  is  the  experience  of  all,  are  slow  in  action,  of- 
ten ineffective,  and  where  efficient  this  is  only  after  the  lapse  of 
considerable  time.  For  this  reason  Apostoli  has  rejected  them, 
and  after  prolonged  experience  advocates  the  substitution  of  elec- 
tricity as  being,  where  proper  precautions  are  taken,  uniformly 
safer,  and.  where  the  current  is  properly  utilized,  as  being  fol- 
lowed by  excellent  results.  For  the  purpose  of  application  of 
this  new  method  Apostoli  uses  special  electrodes,  which  we  will 
briefly  describe  :  The  external  electrode,  he  claims,  must  possess 
such  qualities  as  will  enable  very  intense  currents  to  be  used, 
without  causing  discomfort  or  injury  to  the  woman;  and  these 
qualities  are  obtainable  by  means  which  diminish  to  the  greatest 
possible  degree  the  resistance  of  the  skin. 

In  galvanization  of  the  female  genital  organs  it  is  ever  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  they  are  not  especially  sensitive  to  the  action 
of  the  current,  no  matter  how  intense,  and  that  the  problem 
simply  is  to  neutralize  the  action  of  the  current  at  its  external 
electrode,  which,  as  we  have  elsewhere  stated,  is  accomplished 
by  increasing  the  surface  over  which  the  current  is  disseminated 
extern  ally. 

Soft,  moist,  adhesive  potters  clay  is  the  material,  which  in 
Apostoli' s  hands,  has  answered  best  for  the  external  electrode, 
and  by  means  of  it  he  has  been  enabled  to  triple  and  quadruple 
the  maximum  current  which  it  was  formerly  deemed  safe  to  em- 
ploy. This  clay  must  be  plastic  and  soft,  in  order  to  allow  of 
accurate  adaption  to  the  surface;  it  must  retain  its  humidity,  and 
the  layer  must  be  uniform  in  thickness,  and  not  too  thick;  else  it 
offers  additional  resistance  to  the  passage  of  the  current. 

Apostoli  prepares  this  electrode  as  follows  :  In  a  wooden  or 
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metal  mould  about  1%  centimeter  high,  he  places  a  layer  of  wet 
tarlton,  and  then  fills  the  mould  with  the  clay  exactly  to  the 
top.  This  clay  mass  should  be  large  enough  to  cover  the  entire 
abdomen,  and  before  being  applied,  the  skin. should  be  examined 
for  abrasions,  and  if  one  is  found  it  should  be  covered  with  col- 
lodion, else  the  skin  will  be  cauterized  at  this  point.  Connection 
is  made  with  the  battery  by  means  of  a  metal  plate  fused  to  the 
rheophone,  and  this  plate  is  pressed  gently  into  the  clay. 

Apostoli's  internal  electrode  is,  in  shape  and  size,  like  the  ordi- 
nary uterine  sound;  the  handle  is  about  four  inches  long  and  is 
constructed  of  celluloid,  which  is  not  only  a  .poor  conductor  of 
electricity,  but  also  aseptic,  in  that  it  does  not  absorb.  This 
handle  slips  over  the  electrode  proper,  so  that  the  surface  not  in 
use  is  thorougly  insulated.  The  sound  electrode  is  constructed 
of  platinum,  an  agent  which  is  not  corroded  when  the  positive 
pole  is  used.  Before  inserting  the  electrode  into  the  uterus,  it 
should  be  carefully  disinfected,  and  should  be  introduced  like  the 
ordinary  uterine  sound. 

In  utilizing  the  chemical  galvano-caustic  action  it  is  essential 
to  remember  the  different  effects  of  the  positive  and  negative 
poles.  In  cases  of  hyperplasia  or  of  endometritis,  where 
hemorrhage  and  leucorrhcea  are  marked  symptoms,  the  internal 
electrode  is  to  be  connected  with  the  positive  pole,  and  in  the  re- 
verse instances,  the  negative.  Such  being  the  special  electrodes 
which  Apostoli  utilizes,  and  such  being  the  reasons  for  the  choice 
for  one  or  the  other  pole,  as  the  internal  one,  it  remains  to  de- 
scribe the  method  of  application  of  the  current,  the  intensity  to 
be  selected,  the  duration  of  the  seance  and  the  frequency  of 
repetition. 

The  patient  should  occupy  the  dorsal  position,  and  be  cautioned 
to  keep  absolutely  quiet;  the  electrode  is  inserted  to  the  fundus, 
guided  by  the  finger  in  the  vagina,  and  the  celluloid  sheath 
is  pushed  down  to  the  cervix  so  as  to  thoroughly  protect  the 
vagina. 

This  electrode  is  held  and  steadied  by  the  hand  during  the  en- 
tire seance,  the  layer  of  clay  is  uniformly  adapted  to  the  abdo- 
men, and  the  metal  plate  is  pressed  gently  into  it.    The  rheo- 
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phones  are  then  connected,  and  after  waiting  a  while,  till  all  reac- 
tion induced  by  the  insertion  of  the  sound  has  disappeared,  the 
current  is  very  gently  and  gradually  turned  on,  avoiding  all 
shock. 

At  the  first  seance  Apostoli  has  found  it  advisable  not  to  ex- 
ceed ioomilliamperes;  but  later,  when  he  has  tested  the  tolerance 
of  the  patient,  he  aims  as  high  as  200,  even  250  milliamperes. 

In  general,  the  seance  should  last  from  three  to  ten  minutes, 
the  duration  depending  on  the  nature  of  the  individual  case,  and 
on  the  sensibility  of  the  patient.  The  true  guide  to  the  dosage 
is  the  rule  never  to  cause  the  patient  much  pain.  The  seance 
is  ended,  even  as  it  began,  gently,  and  avoiding  much  shock. 

After  the  seance,  rest  should  be  enjoined  for  several  hours,  and 
the  patient  will  very  likely  suffer  from  uterine  colic  for  a  certain 
period,  and  for  this  reason  the  post  operative  period  is  much 
more  painful  than  the  operation  itself.  As  regards  the  number 
of  operations  requisite,  Apostoli  has  found  that,  according  to  the 
recent  or  very  chronic  nature  of  the  case,  they  vary  from  three  to 
thirty,  the  latter  figure  being  only  very  exceptionally  reached. 

If  the  patient  belongs  to  the  better  classes,  and  is  able  to  rest 
for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  after  each  seance,  she  may  be  sub- 
jected to  treatment  two  or  three  times  a  week,  but  when  she  be- 
longs to  the  working  class,  once  or  twice,  should  be  the  limit. 

In  concluding  these  remarks,  I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for 
again  calling  attention  to  the  great  importance  of  practicing 
strict  antisepsis  in  all  operations  upon  the  cervix,  or  for  that 
matter,  upon  the  uterus  or  vagina;  Apostoli  lays  great  stress  upon 
the  observance  of  this  rule  in  conducting  treatment  by  the  gal- 
vanic current  after  his  method. 

It  is  well  to  remember,  that  a  current  of  electricity,  when  passed 
through  a  gravid  womb,  will  certainly  destroy  the  foetus  and  put 
an  end  to  the  pregnancy;  hence  we  should  be  certain  that  this 
condition  is  not  present  before  instituting  this  treatment. 

A  safe  rule  is,  to  begin  this  treatment  soon  after  menstruation 
has  ceased,  and  forbid  the  conjugal  relation  during  the  time  such 
treatment  is  practiced. 
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PRESIDENT  TTOOTEX'S  ADDRESS. 


Delivered  Before  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society  at  its  Annual 
Meeting,  September  20,  1S88. 

Voted  to  be  Published  in  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 
Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Austin  Dish  id  Medical  So- 
ciety: 

Prompted  by  a  spirit  of  progress,  a  few  devotees  of  medicine 
conceived  the  idea  of  organizing  a  District  Medical  Society  in 
the  interest  of  medical  science  and  professional  progress.  A  lit- 
tle over  one  year  ago  this  idea  culminated  in  a  circular  letter  of 
invitation  to  physicians,  embraced  in  five  counties  convenient  to 
the  city  of  Austin,  to  participate  in  the  formation  of  such  a  so- 
ciety, and  fixed  the  time  of  meeting  September  8,  1887,  and  the 
city  of  Austin  the  place.  In  response  to  this  call,  twenty-four 
physicians  assembled;  our  worthy  confrere,  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris, 
was  invited  to  the  chair,  and  called  the  meeting  to  order.  After 
preliminary  matters,  discussion  of  constitution  and  by-laws,  a 
society  was  duly  organized,  (and  christened,  "Austin  District 
Medical  Society,")  by  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  election  resulted  as  follows:  Thos.  D.  Woo  ten,  president; 
W.  T.  Richmond,  first  vice-president;  L,.  H.  Hardy,  second  vice- 
president;  T.  J.  Bennett,  secretary.  Such,  gentlemen,  is  a  brief 
synopsis  of  our  Society. 

By  virtue  of  the  highly  appreciated  honor  conferred  upon 
me  on  that  occasion,  I  appear  before  3-ou  to-night  to  de- 
liver an  address  required  of  your  retiring  President.  In  re- 
viewing the  year  of  the  infantile  history  of  the  Austin  District 
Medical  Society,  I  think  there  are  numerous  and  valid  reasons 
why  it  should  receive  from  us  heart)'  congratulation.  We  have 
witnessed  its  growth,  progress  and  success.  The  Society 
numbers  fifty  members  at  the  present  time.  If  we  will  review  its 
year's  work,  and  reread  the  articles  emanating  from  its  members 
during  the  short  period  of  its  existence,  and  then  could  have  be- 
fore us,  complete,  in  print,  the  discussions  elicited  b}^  its  papers, 
we  would  have  quite  a  medical  volume  of  scientific  and  practical 
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value,  worthy  of  earnest  perusal  and.  after-consideration.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  if  we  could  accurately  estimate  the  reading,  re- 
search and  thought  prompted  and  inspired  by  its  papers  and  dis- 
cussions, we  might  then  have  only  an  approximate  appreciation 
of  the  great  worth  and  value  of  the  year's  work,  and  the 
great  value  and  importance  of  medical  societies  in  general;  and 
might  furnish  a  slight  forecast  of  what  may  come  out  of  the 
Austin  District  Medical  Society,  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  medi- 
cine, in  the  years  that  roll  on.  I  trust  that  every  member 
present,  new  and  old,  will  renew  his  allegiance  to  the  Austin 
District  Medical  Society,  to-night,  in  a  most  earnest  man- 
ner, it  being  the  ending  of  the  old,  and  the  beginning  of  a 
new  year,  that  we  may  be  united  in  friendship  and  bound  to- 
gether in  one  common  social  and  professional  brotherhood. 

Our  society  is  an  integral  part  of  the  medical  profession  in 
Texas;  and  the  entire  profession  owe  important  public  obli- 
gations to  society  which  should  secure  earnest  consideration  by 
every  patriotic  doctor  in  the  State.  In  this  connection  I 
would  suggest  that  it  is  a  wise  custom  among  successful  business 
men  to  take  an  inventory  of  stock,  and  make  a  retrospect  of  the 
run  of  business.  I  think  the  example  a  good  one  for  the 
doctors,  and  it  would  prove  well  for  the  doctors  of  Texas  to  come 
to  a  halt,  make  a  professional  retrospect  and  take  their  reckon- 
ing, examine  chart  and  compass,  and  determine  their  bearings 
and  relations  to  society  and  the  State. 

There  is  probably  no  observing  doctor  who  has  lived  long 
enough  in  Texas  to  embrace  that  dark,  historic  period  that  fol- 
lowed after  the  war,  who  remembers  the  chaotic,  unorganized 
condition  of  the  medical  profession  of  that  period,  whose  heart 
does  not  swell  with  pride  and  gratitude  at  the  present  outlook 
and  aspect  of  medicine  in  Texas,  compared  to  what  it  was  in 
those  years  long  gone  by.  The  medical  profession  of  Texas  has 
been,  and  is,  progressive;  not  only  has  it  increased  in  numerical 
strength,  but  has  grown  in  scientific  and  practical  professional 
knowledge;  has  increased  and  is  developing  in  scientific  thought, 
investigation  and  research. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  the  State  Medical  Association  was 
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organized,  and  has  accomplished  an  efficient  and  noble  pro- 
fessional work.  County  and  district  medical  societies  have 
been  organized  all  over  the  State;  a  healthful  rivalry  has 
been  inspired  in  scientific  investigation  and  research,  evinced 
by  the  many  papers  and  publications  that  have  come  to 
light  in  the  records  of  the  State  Association,  and  the  Society 
publications  that  have  appeared  in  the  medical  journals.  We 
have  three  medical  publications  in  the  State,  two  of  which  have 
existed  for  several  years.  The  third  one  is  of  more  recent  date. 
They  lack  the  prestige  of  age,  the  contributions  and  the  ex- 
perience of  journalism.  They  are,  however,  a  beginning,  and 
are  a  credit  to  the  profession  and  our  State.  In  a  review  of  these 
productions  that  have  emanated  from  these  several  sources,  we 
find,  with  a  little  culling,  that  they  constitute  and  form  a  very 
respectable  beginning  in  the  way  of  medical  literature,  of  which 
posterity  may  not  be  ashamed. 

The  medical  profession  of  Texas  in  part  have  done  well. 
They  have  as  a  class  been  in  earnest,  and  faithful  in  personal  at- 
tention to  their  patients,  and  in  the  main  they  have  shown  them- 
selves self-sacrificing  and  have  exercised  that  kind,  humane  philan- 
throphy  that  has  ever  characterised  the  true  physician.  I  do  not 
believe  they  stand  blamable  in  this  regard.  Possibly  they  have 
been  too  exclusively  occupied  by  these  personal,  local  profes- 
sional obligations,  and  have  failed  in  giving  attention  to  the 
weightier  matters  of  concern  due  society  and  the  general  public 
welfare.  Does  not  a  candid  review  of  the  past  and  consideration 
for  the  present  prove  that  the  doctors  of  Texas  have  been  want- 
ing in  true  professional  patriotism,  in  that  they  have  left  unac- 
complished matters  of  great  concern  to  the  health  and  well-being 
of  the  commonweath,  that  a  patriotic,  united  influence  upon  their 
part  would  have  carried  into  effect  ?  The  practicing  physicians 
in  Texas  number  about  four  thousand.  Those,  whose  names 
appear  in  the  organized  work  of  the  profession,  number  between 
four  and  five  hundred.  Only  about  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  have 
been  engaged  in  the  concerted,  organized  professional  work.  The 
problem  suggests  itself,  if  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  have  performed 
what  has  been  accomplished,  what  would  have  been  the  result, 
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if  the  ninety  or  ninety-two  per  cent,  had  been  likewise  engaged 
in  this  organized  professional  work.  The  State's  record  clearly 
indicates  that  the  public  welfare  sadly  needed  the  earnest  patriotic 
influence  of  every  doctor  in  the  State.  This  leads  up  to  the 
question  that  deserves  solution.  What  is  our  professional  stand- 
ing before  the  body  politic  of  Texas  ?  Have  we  any  standing  ? 
Is  there  a  single  law  or  statutory  provision  in  the  statutes  of 
Texas  that  emanates  from  or  that  is  a  reflex  of  the  genius  and 
intelligence  of  the  medical  profession  of  Texas  ? 

This  is  a  broad  proposition,  and  it  may,  on  the  moment,  be 
questioned,  from  the  remembrance  of  some  of  you,  that  the  State 
had  a  law  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine.  So  it  did.  I 
acted  as  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  State  Medi- 
cal Association,  and  drafted  the  bill.  The  law,  as  it  was  origin- 
ally enacted,  was  a  credit  to  the  profession  and  the  people  of  the 
State.  It  placed  Texas  in  advance  of  every  State  in  the  Union, 
in  the  protection  of  her  people  against  the  quackery  and  charla- 
tanism of  the  age.  It  was  so  recognized  and  favorably  com- 
mented upon  by  the  intelligent  people  and  the  profession  through- 
out this  country.  Compare  the  present  law,  as  it  now  stands, 
with  the  original  law  ;  you  find  it  completely  emasculated,  and 
worse  than  no  law  at  all,  because  it  fastens  upon  the  people  cer- 
cificate  doctors,  given  often  by  incompetent  boards  to  men  with- 
out professional  education  or  training.  Our  State  may  claim  an 
efficient  quarantine  law.  It  may  be  so,  but  it  is  largely  a  polit- 
ical machine,  and  has  never  been  submitted  to  the  surveillance 
and  that  sagacity  that  is  supposed  to  be  derived  best  from  medi- 
cal minds.  Has  the  State  a  board  of  health,  or  a  medical  com- 
mission, or  a  committee  of  intelligent  physicians  ?  a  requirement 
thought  to  be  necessary  in  thirty-three  States  of  this  Union,  for 
the  better  protection  of  their  people,  by  prevention  of  disease  in 
having  regard  to  sanitary  law.  Who  is  it  that  examines  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  our  asylums,  and  pronounces  upon  the 
competency  of  their  management  ?  Who  visits  the  penitentiary, 
prisons,  jails,  hospitals,  and  looks  after  the  healthful  condition 
and  construction  of  school  houses  and  other  'public  buildings, 
and  acts  as  an  advisory  council  in  other  matters  relating  to  public 
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health  ?    The  medical  profession  of  Texas,  as  far  as  represented, 
have  not  been  remiss  in  their  fealty  to  the  public  in  these  mat- 
ters.   The  State  Medical  Association  have  had  a  standing  com- 
mittee on  legislation,  and  have  again  and  again,  for  years,  pre- 
sented these  matters  for  legislative  action,  without  a  practical 
hearing  before  the  legislature.    A  special  committee  was  ap_ 
pointed  by  the  Association  at  Galveston,  to  wait  upon  the  Twen- 
tieth legislature.  After  the  completion  of  the  State  capitol,  a  build- 
ing of  which  every  true  Texan  feels  a  just  pride,  a  house  truly 
of  many  mansions,  in  which  every-  department  of  State  was  ex- 
pected to  find  an  abiding  place,  a  room,  or  rooms,  was  politely 
asked  to  be  set  apart  for  the  Health  and  Medical  Department  of 
the  State,  a  depository  for  a  State  Medical  Library,  and  a  place  for 
State  medical  literature,  a  museum,  etc.    This  polite  and  reason- 
able request  was  met  by  a  motion  of  ridicule  that  a  like  apartment 
be  given  for  the  boot  blacks.    This  insult  to  the  physicians  of 
the  State  was  passed  by  without  rebuke.    It  may  be  of  satisfac- 
tion to  know  that  the  author  has  been  relegated  to  political  ob- 
livion. 

I  believe  it  is  an  accepted,  though  a  melancholy  fact,  that  the 
medical  profession  has  not  the  hold  Jupon  public  confidence  and 
favor,  in  Texas  or  elsewhere  in  America,  it  had  years  ago.  The 
causes  and  influences  that  have  contributed  to  this  result  are 
worthy  of  much  thought,  and  should  elicit  the  earnest  consider- 
ation of  every  honest  and  true  devotee  of  rational  medicine,  that 
the  confidential  relationship  may  be  reinstated  and  the  profession 
occupy  its  true  position  of  trust,  honor  and  dignity,  commensur- 
ate with  the  sacred  duties  and  responsibilities  the  calling  im- 
poses. This  want  of  confidential  regard  for  the  medical  profes- 
sion by  the  public  is  manifested  often  on  public  occasions.  It 
seems  to  have  been  shown  especially  upon  the  very  noted  meet- 
ing, at  Washington  City,  of  the  International  Medical  Congress, 
a  congress  composed  of  the  greatest  medical  minds  of  the  world. 
These  medical  savants  were  specially  concerned  in  the  discussion 
of  topics  in  the  domain  of  State  or'  preventive  medicine,  mat- 
ters of  vital  importance  to  all  mankind,  and  one  supposed  to  be 
of  interest  to  all  educated  people.    The  disinterested  benevolence 
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of  the  medical  profession  was  peculiarly  manifested  in  this  con- 
gress. It  embraced  doctors  from  all  the  civilized  countries  of 
the  globe,  putting  distance  behind  them,  sacrificing  pleasure,  in- 
terest, time  and  money,  to  meet  in  the  interest  of  humanity;  yet, 
the  occasion  was  obviously  unappreciated  by  the  American  peo- 
ple. Prof.  Roberts  Bartholow  makes  this  the  subject  of  his  able 
address  in  medicine,  before  the  American  Medical  Association  at 
Cincinnati,  in  which  he  narrates  some  of  the  causes  which  have 
contributed  to  this  result,  an  extract  from  which  I  take  the  liber- 
ty of  making  :  1 '  Not  a  little  of  the  ignorance,  the  crudities,  the 
vague  theories  of  the  eighteenth  centuty  still  linger  in  the  nine- 
teenth century  near  its  close.  It  is  yet  understood  by  many  that 
the  therapeutic  art  is  based  on  some  ism  or  dogma.  'Allopath' 
and  'homeopath'  is  still  bandied  about  as  having  vital  power, 
when  they  were  long  since  relegated  to  the  lumber-room  of  the 
past  by  modern  science.  We  yet  hear  of  'new  school'  and  'old 
school,'  as  if  notions  brought  out  near  the  close  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, compounded  of  the  vagaries  of  Hahnemann,  and  the  mysti- 
cism of  Messmer,  could  still  continue  guides  to  practice.  The 
contentions  of  so-called  'schools, '  the  noisy  demonstration  of  the 
Thompsonians,  and  eclectics,  and  the  physio-niedicals  ;  the  rapid 
water-cure,  and  the  innumerable  special  cures,  have  produced  in 
the  popular  mind,  a  distrust  of  all  systems." 

"The  success  of  such  wretched  puerilities,  such  inanities  as 
the  homeopathic  practice  consists  of,  does  more  to  lower  the  po- 
sition of  the  medical  profession  than  any  other  cause. ' ' 

I  fully  endorse  the  truth  of  Dr.  Bartholow' s  views  and  could 
add  to  the  list  of  "wretched  puerilities  and  inanities"  by  him 
enumerated,  which  come  in  likewise  for  a  full  share  of  prejudi- 
cial influence  upon  the  public  mind.  It  will  apply,  indeed,  to 
all  frauds  and  impostors  upon  public  confidence,  made  by  medi- 
cine, or  in  the  name  of  medicine ;  by  it  the  fraudulent  vendor 
or  patentee  quack-doctor  or  lay  member  it  passes  to  the  discredit 
of  the  medical  profession,  by  the  deceived  and  defrauded  people. 
Patent  medicine  vending  is  a  moral  blight  upon  the  truth  and 
honor  of  medicine,  and  their  indisrciminate  use  by  the  public  is  in 
violation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  therapeutics, in  that 
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medicinal  agents  are  relative  in  their  action  upon  disease,  and 
not  specifics  to  prove  curative;  thererore  they  must  be  given  or 
used  with  a  special  regard  to  their  physiological  action  upon  a 
pathological  condition. 

There  is  an  inherent,  or  an  acquired  propensity  in  the  nature  of 
a  large  portion  of  mankind,  to  take  medicine  often  for  fancied  dis- 
eases, that  do  not  exist.  When  this  class  is  appealed  to,  this  pro- 
pensity stimulated  into  exercise  by  the  ingenious  advertisements 
of  the  unscrupulous,  mercenary  quack  nostrum  vendor,  their 
credulity  becomes  morbid  beyond  all  reason.  They  are  not 
content  in  taking  their  favorite  panaceas  and  nostrums,  but 
they  become  infatuated,  and  they  seek  out  their  credulous 
neighbors  and  friends  to  participate  in  the  blessings  of  their  in- 
fatuation and  folly.  This  wave  of  human  credulity  and  in- 
fatuation has  struck  this  community  badly,  and  its  phenom- 
enal mode  of  action  is  beautifully  illustrated  in  the  history,  as 
well  as  nature  of  the  ' '  Microbe  Killer, ' '  an  infernal  sulphurous 
decoction,  compounded  to  kill  and  exterminate  worms,  insects, 
and  all  other  vermin,  enemies  to  the  health  and  vigor  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom.  In  this  mortal  field  of  combat,  it  proved  a 
swift  agent  of  destruction,  a  credit  to  its  compounder  and  happy 
hit  for  the  vegetable  kingdom.  Like  Perkinson,  in  the  earlier 
days  of  electrical  discovery,  the  ' '  Microbe  Killer' '  struck  a  tidal 
wave;  it  has  made  its  debut  in  the  period  of  microscopic  dis- 
covery, when  every  disease  is  supposed  to  have  micro  organism, 
bacteria  or  cocti;  so  much  having  been  said  and  written  of  a 
mysterious  and  occult  nature  in  regard  to  microscopic  organisms, 
as  to  constitute  this  the  microbean  age,  it  was  very  natural  for 
somebody  to  find  an  universal  and  an  infallible  microbe  killer  for 
the  whole  tribe.  Medical  men  are  expected  to  be  the  custodians 
of  the  public  health,  and  we  are  the  advocates  of  preventive 
medicine;  as  such  can  we  be  true  to  ourselves,  to  our  profession 
and  to  our  people  and  sit  serenely  by  and  see  our  people  swindled 
and  injured  in  health  by  gulping  down  this  worthless  compound? 
We  know  its  origin,  we  know  its  composition,  and  know  it  to  be 
a  therapeutic  heresy.  Do  not  honor  and  justice  demand  our 
protest?  and  the  people  are  entitled  to  our  warning.    What  must 
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be  the  feelings  of  every  honest  Texas  doctor  in  visiting  his  Capi- 
tal city  and  passing  up  the  its  streets,  to  find  its  wall  emblazoned 
and  its  heights  painted  in  monumental  form — charlatanism  and 
quackery  rampant.  If  he  has  imbibed  the  least  bit  of  the  spirit 
of  the  Hippocratic  oath,  he  will  realize  a  loathing  at  the  pit  of  his 
professional  stomach,  and  hang  his  head  in  shame. 

If  the  medical  men  of  the  State  of  Texas  expect  ever  to  ac- 
quire the  influence  needful  to  secure  the  legislation  for  their 
State  demanded  by  the  enlightened  civilization  of  the  times,  they 
must  organize,  co-operate,  and  agree  upon  a  simple,  well-defined 
policy  as  to  what  legislation  is  required  for  the  good  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  commonwealth,  in  matters  relating  to  public  health, 
and  their  protection  against  the  charlatanism  and  quackery  of 
this  age.  While  the  profession  should  act  together  as  a  unit  in 
a  common  cause,  the  success  depends  upon  the  personal  and  in- 
dividual influence  exerted  at  home  among  his  patrons  and 
friends,  by  each  and  every  member  of  the  profession.  Teach 
them  what  is  needed  for  their  welfare  and  protection. 

If  we  regain  the  professional  favor  and  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, we  must  do  so  by  the  individual  exercise  of  those  exalted 
principles  of  head  and  heart  that  make  us  honest,  kind,  humane 
and  philanthropic.  The  personality  of  the  doctor,  his  disposi- 
tion, his  habits  and  his  character  enter  largely  into  his  success 
and  popularity.  We  should  ever  be  in  earnest,  and  give  tireless 
attention  to  professional  work  and  duty.  We  should  study  that 
we  may  progress  and  advance,  by  revising  old  methods,  testing 
the  new,  and  holding  fast  to  the  best. 


PLACENTA  PRiEVIA.— A  CASE. 


By  Sam  Cunningham,  M.  D.,  Elgin,  Texas. 


[Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society  in  June,  '88.] 

ON  the  morning  of  May  22,  1877,  I  was  requested*tojsee  Mrs. 
Iv  primipara;  physique  robust,  who  was  taken  in  la- 
bor on  the  evening  before  at  about  9  o'clock.  I  was  told  that 
the  pains  had  only  been  light  during  the  night,  andfdid  not  in- 
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crease  in  force  and  frequency  until  near  daylight,  when  at  about 
7  o'clock,  they  increased  to  such  a  degree  that  the  amniotic 
sack  was  ruptured,  and  I  was  hurriedly  summoned,  messenger 
also  stating  that  she  was  flooding.  Upon  my  arrival,  I  found 
her  condition  a  most  alarming  one.  She  had  certainly  lost  an 
immense  amount  of  blood,  as  the  bed  under  her  was  saturated, 
and  she  was  pale,  completely  relaxed,  with  pulse  very  thready  and 
weak.  Upon  digital  examination,  the  funis  was  found  pro- 
lapsed from  the  vaginal  outlet  several  inches,  and  the  right  hand 
of  the  child  was  just  emerging  from  the  os  uteri.  Still,  on  pass- 
ing the  index  and  middle  fingers  into  the  os,  which  was  nearly 
dilated,  the  placental  mass  was  felt  in  close  proximity  with  the 
arm.  It  seemed  to  be  almost,  if  not  entirely,  detached,  as  was 
verified  by  its  position,  and  by  being  able  to  sweep  the  fingers 
between  it  and  the  uterine  wall.  Hemorrhage  still  ensuing,  the 
gravity  of  the  case  suggested  immediate  and  radical  interference; 
it  was  not  deemed  wise  to  subject  the  patient  to  further  delay, 
lest  the  recurring  hemorrhage  might  prove  immediately  fatal  in 
her  exhausted  condition.  As  the  orifice  of  the  os  was  not  en- 
tirely occluded  by  the  presence  of  the  arm  and  placenta,  the 
vagina  was  tamponed  with  a  tuft  of  absorbent  cotton  saturated 
in  vinegar,  and  allowed  to  remain  for  a  while,  during  which  in- 
terval two  drachm  doses  of  ergot  fid.  ext.  (Squibbs),  was  given  15 
minutes  apart,  and  also  some  brandy.  Fearing  the  shock  that 
might  be  produced  by  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  chloroform 
was  administered  by  inhalation  to  complete  anaesthesia,  not- 
withstanding the  great  loss  of  blood.  After  placing  her  across 
the  bed,  with  hips  resting  on  the  side  edge,  the  feet  were  fixed 
on  two  chairs  and  her  legs  supported  by  assistants.  Turning 
and  delivery  being  now  in  order,  the  tampon  was  removed;  a 
large  coagulum  of  blood  followed  its  removal.  All  this  time 
there  was  no  pulsation  in  the  cord.  Pushing  the  arm  back,  the 
right  hand  was  slowly  and  carefully  introduced  along  the  front  of 
the  child,  until  I  could  seize  the  feet,  wheteupon  was  determined 
the  existence  of  twins,  the  head  of  the  second  child  being  close  up 
to  the  feet  that  I  had  just  grasped.  Bringing  the  feet  slowly 
down,  version  was  easily  performed,  and  delivery  of  first  child 
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effected  with  comparative  ease,  with  exception  of  the  shoulders 
and  head.  The  arms  being  extended,  were  made  to  sweep  over 
the  face  of  the  child. 

Traction  moderate  was  then  made,  but  to  no  effect.  The  face 
was  then  bathed  with  cold  water,  with  the  view  that  the  pain 
would  return  by  overcoming  the  anaesthesia.  Fortunately  the 
pain  was  soon  excited  and  by  making  traction  with  two  fingers 
introduced  into  the  mouth,  together  with  extension  of,  or  pres- 
sure on  the  occiput,  I  delivered  her  of  a  dead  female  child  ;  im- 
mediately after  which  followed  the  expulsion  of  the  pla- 
centa attached.  The  umbilical  cord  was  only  about  two  feet  in 
length.  No  hemorrhage  ensuing  at  this  time,  I  was  inclined  to 
think  that  there  was  more  virtue  in  ergot  than  I  had  ever  ex- 
perienced before.  Strange  to  say,  at  this  stage,  after  so  much 
exhaustion,  the  labor  should  put  on  so  near  a  natural  appearance. 
She  lay  quiet  and  apparently  easy.  On  passing  two  fingers  again 
into  the  os,  the  sensation  imparted  to  the  touch  was  that  des- 
cribed by  Playfair,  "a  little  balloon,"  which  was  a  separate  and 
distinct  bag  of  waters,  pressing  upon  which  could  be  felt  the 
hard  resistent  head  of  the  second  child  presenting.  A  drachm 
dose  of  ergot  was  again  given  both  for  its  oxytocic  as  well  as 
hemostatic  effect.  Permit  me  to  say  just  here,  however,  that  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  administering  ergot  as  an  oxytocic,  as  I 
believe  much  harm  is  often  done  thus  used,  for  instance,  hour- 
glass contraction  is  often  produced  by  an  indiscreet  use  of  the 
drug.  Rupturing  the  bag  of  waters  now  presenting,  the  head 
was  soon  expelled,  then  a  moment's  rest,  and  a  second  pain  pro 
pelled  the  body  of  the  child.  Respiration  was  established,  as 
was  immediately  demonstrated  by  the  crying  of  the  child,  which 
was  a  boy  weighing  seven  pounds.  The  cord,  which  was  about 
normal  length,  was  at  once  ligated,  and  the  child  severed  from 
the  mother  and  handed  to  the  nurse.  On  again  turning  to  my 
patient,  to  my  great  sorrow  I  found  the  hemorrhage  most  alarm- 
ing. More  fear  was  felt  of  fainting  and  exhaustion  than  ever; 
the  pulse  was  a  mere  thread,  so  weak  and  frequent  that  I  could 
not  count  it.  Three  doses  of  ergot  were  given  at  short  intervals, 
kneading  being  practiced  through  the  abdominal  parieties  all  the 
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tiilie,  with  the  view  of  exciting  uterine  contraction.  Traction 
was  made  on  the  cord,  but  to  no  avail.  Some  brandy  and  ergot 
were  again  given  and  the  right  hand  was  introduced,  the 
vigina  cleared  of  all  clots  which  filled  it,  and  the  placenta  scooped 
out  of  the  thoroughly  relaxed  uterus  with  the  fingers.  The  fin- 
gers were  still  kept  in  the  uterus,  which,  by  means  of  the  pres- 
sure excited  thus  within  the  organ,  and  by  the  left  hand  over  the 
abdomen,  was  under  pretty  thorough  control.  Small  pieces  of 
ice  were  at  this  time  pushed  into  the  vagina,  and  thence  into  the 
uterus. 

The  internal  hand  was  not  removed  for  some  half  hour  or  so, 
or  until  such  an  amount  of  contraction  was  felt  as  to  remove  all 
fear  of  further  hemorrhage,  at  least  for  the  time.  The  result  was 
satisfactory;  there  was  no  more  hemorrhage.  To  overcome  the 
shock  of  so  tedious  an  ordeal,  a  hypodermic  of  }%  grain  morph. 
sulph.,  1-30  gr.  atrop  sulph.,  and  15  gtt  tinct.  dig.  was  injected 
under  the  skin  of  the  arm.  She  soon  dropped  off  into  a  quiet 
slumber,  and  the  pulse  became  better.  Brandy  and  digitalis 
were  given  continually  at  short  intervals,  the  action  of  which 
was  quite  perceptible  on  the  circulation.  After  a  reasonable 
length  of  time  she  was  sponged  off,  and  rid  of  all  soiled  garments, 
and  put  comfortably  to  bed,  when  she  again  resumed  her  slum- 
bers and  rested  quietly  during  most  of  the  day. 

Being  near  by  I  saw  her  several  times  during  the  day.  She 
would  call  for  water  occasionally.  At  7  o'clock  p.  m.  the  pulse 
was  112  per  minute,  temperature  99  deg.  F.  Some  clots  of  blood 
had  escaped  per  vaginum,  but  no  hemorrhage  had  occurred  since 
the  cessation  that  morning  at  8  o'clock.  Repeating  the  opiate 
above  described,  I  left  her,  promising  to  see  her  next  morning. 
On  the  morning  of  23d  arriving,  was  told  that  she  had  passed 
the  night  comfortably  until  near  daylight,  when  she  became  rest- 
less and  was  unable  to  void  the  urine.  A  catheter  was  at  once 
introduced  and  a  pint  of  high-colored,  strong  amniotic  urine 
escaped.  The  temperature  at  this  time  was  no  deg.,  pulse  116. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  tenderness  over  the  abdomen.  Hot 
turpentine  stupes  were  applied  and  the  bowel  opened  by  a  dose 
of  castor  oil  and  turpentine. 
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Fearing  that  the  fever  would  be  protracted,  and  feeling  the 
importance  of  regarding  thorough  antiseptic  precautions,  the 
following  plan  was  adopted  :  Quin.  Sulph.  was  given  every  few 
hours  in  five  grain  doses,  until  its  effect  was  obtained  ;  then  the 
interval  of  giving  lengthened  so  as  to  only  keep  up  the  stimulat- 
ing effect  of  the  antiperiodic.  A  metalic  male  catheter  was  in- 
troduced to  the  fundus,  guided  into  the  os  by  two  fingers,  intro- 
duced in  the  vagina,  and  being  attached  to  a  Davidson  syringe, 
the  parturient  canal  was  thoroughly  washed  out  with  warm  car- 
bolized  water.  On  returning  in  the  evening,  was  told  that  she 
had  been  very  thirsty,  calling  for  water  often  during  the  day,  but 
could  not  be  induced  to  take  any  nourishment,  such  as  broths, 
soft  eggs  and  the  like,  that  I  had  ordered  given  her.  Tempera- 
ture, 103^;  pulse,  120.  Skin  rather  cold,  face  pale  and  dejected. 
Some  nourishment  was  forced  upon  her,  and  instructed  to  be  given 
thus  at  regular  intervals.  The  douche  was  again  employed  thor- 
oughly, and  as  hot  as  could  be  borne,  to  the  result  of  which  I 
attributed  the  decline  in  the  temperature  to  102  deg.  in  an  hour. 

The  quinine  was  continued  as  at  first,  and  a  dose  of  brom. 
pot.  and  morphine  was  given  to  quiet  nervousness, 

Next  morning,  the  24th,  on  seeing  her,  I  was  gratified  to  find 
that  she  had  passed  a  good  night,  and  that  the  pulse,  though 
108  per  minute,  had  a  better  volume;  the  temperature  ioo°. 
She  stated  that  she  felt  better,  but  complained  of  pains  over  the 
abdomen,  and  an  inability  to  void  the  urine  freely.  The  warm 
douche  was  again  used,  and  she  passed  the  urine  at  the  same 
time  with  ease,  much  tending  to  her  comfort.  The  bowel  was 
opened  by  an  enema.  Hot  applications  being  continued  during 
the  day,  eased  the  soreness,  and  stimulated  the  lochia,  which  had 
been  scant  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  At  7  o'clock  p.  m., 
temperature  10 1°  Fr. ;  pulse  112.  No  change  in  the  above 
named  treatment,  only  being  sponged  well  with  warm  water, 
and  linen  changed.  A  dose  of  bro.  pot.  and  morphine  was  left 
to  be  given  in  case  of  restlessness,  which,  however,  was  not 
given,  as  she  slept  well  after  being  thus  changed  and  made  more 
comfortable  in  bed.  The  morning  of  the  25th  found  temperature 
98 /2°,  pulse  90.    Quinine  was  ordered  given  thrice  that  day,  as 
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she  could  bear  it  exceedingly  well;  the  douche  continued,  trust- 
ing it  to  the  hand  of  a  female  attendant.  Secretion  of  milk 
abundant;  the  child  nursing  and  doing  well.  Seven  o'clock  p. 
m.,  temperature  normal,  pulse  84.  From  this  time  there  was  no 
more  fever,  and  under  the  free  use  of  iron,  and  other  tonics,  with 
an  abundance  of  nutritious  food,  she  made  a  more  rapid  con- 
valescence than  might  have  been  expected. 

To  enumerate  a  little,  I  would  beg  to  call  attention  to  some  of 
the  facts  mentioned  in  the  case,  in  the  history  of  which  there  are 
several  features  relative  to  its  pathology  and  treatment  worthy 
of  consideration. 

"Placenta  praevia"  in  a  primipara,  which  is  rarely  met  with, 
as  Playfair  teaches  that  the  multiparas  are  most  often  the  subjects 
of  this  serious  complication.  A  case  of  twins.  The  difference 
in  length  of  the  two  umbilical  cords.  The  alarming  hemorrhage, 
producing  such  complete  exhaustion  and  relaxation.  The 
kindly  use  of  chloroform  in  this  state  of  affairs,  and  such  im- 
perative indications  for  speedy  delivery'. 

The  most  notable  points  in  the  history  of  treatment,  however, 
were  the  prompt  and  remarkable  action  of  ergot  and  the  tampon 
in  controlling  hemorrhage  for  the  time  being,  while  chloroform 
was  being  administered  and  delivery  affected.  Last,  but  not 
least  in  importance,  was  the  favorable  influence  of  morph.  and 
atrop.  in  allaying  the  severe  shock  existing,  and  finally  the  anti- 
periodic,  tonic,  and  antiseptic  powers  of  quinine,  iron,  and  the 
carbolized  douches,  in  restoring  and  sustaining  the  flagging 
powers  of  life  by  bringing  about  reaction,  and  so  rapid  a  sub- 
sidence of  the  septicemic  symptoms. 


For  Ringworm. — The  Chicago  Medical  Times  says  a  saturated 
solution  of  salicylic  acid  in  collodion  is  a  prompt  cure  for  ring- 
worm. The  solution  is  painted  on  the  affected  parts  once  a  day. 
One  application  generally  suffices. 

[We  have  found  chrysophanic  acid  in  collodion  (elastic)  very 
effective  in  ringworm. — Ed.] 
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^SOCIETY  J^OTES. 


PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 


Assessment  No.  7,  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Y.  D. 
Harrington,  was  issued  July  21.  Although  there  were  only  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  members  in  good  standing — twenty-one 
of  the  147  who  were  on  the  roll  at  the  time  having  failed  to  pay 
Mrs.  Glover's  benefit,  the  notices  were  sent  to  all,  including 
the  twenty-one  delinquents.  Of  this  number,  the  following 
only  paid,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  in  all.  Deducting  the 
cost  of  the  postal  cards  and  printing,  stamps  or  cards  for  receipts 
and  second  notices,  premium  on  exchange,  etc., — $5  in  all,  there 
was  $120  net  cash,  which  was  promptly  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Har- 
rington.   Below  is  published  her  receipt. 

Terrell,  Texas,  October  12,  1888. 
Received  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris,  President,  and  F.  B.  Daniel, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association 
of  Texas,  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  collected  under 
assessment  No.  7,  for  benefit  of  Dr.  Harrington's  certificate 
No.  47. 

[Signed.]  Mrs.  Mary  Harrington. 

LIST  OF  MEMBERS  WHO  PAID  NO.   7  : 

F.  E.  Daniel,  J.  W.  Daniel,  Burts,  Wolff,  Sholars,  Cupples, 
Herff,  Spring,  Swearingen,  Day,  J.  W.  Dupre,  W.  J.  Dupree, 
Duchien,  Towsey,  Coffey,  T.  M.  Mathews,  W.  J.  Mathews,  Ster- 
rett,  Paine,  Brown,  Styles  &  Styles,  Myers,  Powell,  M.  A.  Tay- 
lor, \V.  A.  Taylor,  Hardy,  Weller,  McFarland,  Inabnet,  Paulus, 
Webb,  Gray,  Ball,  Reid,  Strain,  Tidwell,  Hill,  Morris,  Bennett, 
Ross,  Francis,  Thorpe,  Throckmorton,  Hors,  Scales,  Perkins, 
Keating,  Osborn,  Mayfield,  Ford,  Murph,  Q.  C.  Smith,  Bat 
Smith,  Tinsley,  Litten,  McClintock,  Fox,  W.  G.  Jameson,  J.  Y. 
T.  Jameson,  Martin,  Gregg,  Richmond,  Wilson,  A.  D.  Evans, 
A.  H.  Evans,  Frazer,  Field,  Wadgyman,  Fennell,  Shuford, 
Burke,  Bowers,  Patton  &  Patton,  Denman,  Tally,  Lancaster y 
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Watlington,  May,  Getzwiller,  Foster,  McGehee,  Wakefield, 
Stinson,  Fry,  Kaiser,  Bell,  McCreary,  South  worth,  Witherspoon, 
Jones,  Bass,  Musick,  Bundy,  Davies,  Hamilton,  Cain,  Barbee, 
Nicholson,  Starnes,  Beck,  Burrows,  Burroughs,  Vawter,  Harri- 
son &  Harrison,  Robinson,  Maddox,  Bruce,  Grace  &  Grace, 
Phillips  &  Phillips,  Felder,  Reeves,  Harrner,  Seymour,  Beckman, 
Hewson,  Oliver,  Sams,  L.  B.  Johnson,  W.  H.  Wilkes,  R.  A. 
Taylor — 125. 


The  Austin  District  Medical  Society  held  its  quarterly 
meeting  in  the  city  of  Austin  on  the  20th  of  September,  ult. 

There  were  thirty-six  physicians  in  attendance  and  much  in- 
terest was  shown  in  every  subject  brought  before  the  Society. 
fc  The  following  names  were  added  to  the  list  of  membership  : 
Drs.  R.  P.  Talley,  of  Belton;  A.  V.  Doak,  of  Taylor;  J.  W. 
Harrison,  of  Dripping  Springs;  J.  H.  McCaleb,  of  Garfield;  W. 
P.  Flemming,  of  Georgetown  and  Joseph  Cummings,  of  Austin. 

Dr.  Hubbard,  a  prominent  medical  gentleman  of  Tennessee, 
being  on  a  visit  to  relatives  in  Austin,  was  present,  by  invitation, 
and  took  part  in  the  discussions.  Also  Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  of  Fort 
Worth,  who  was  passing  through  the  city,  stopped  over,  and 
spent  the  day  with  the  Society. 

The  following  papers  were  read  and  discussed :  '  'Tuberculosis 
of  the  Joints,"  by  W.  M.  Cunningham,  of  Bastrop;  "Puerperal 
Eclampsia,"  by  Dr.  W.  P.  Flemming,  of  Georgetown;  "Rail- 
way Corporations  and  their  Responsibilities  to  Society,"  by  Dr. 
R.  M.  Swearingen ;  '  'Dilatation  of  the  Heart, ' '  by  Dr.  John 
Preston  of  the  Iyunatic  Asylum;  "Insanity;  its  Nature  and 
Causes,"  by  Dr.  A.  N.  Denton,  of  Austin. 

At  2  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  Society  enjoyed  the  annual  banquet  in 
a  body  at  Billeisen's  Restaurant,  after  which  the  Society  elected 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year; 

Dr.  W.  A.  Morris,  of  Austin,  was  elected  President;  Dr.  A.  N. 
Denton,  first  Vice-President,  and  R.  S.  Gregg,  of  Manor,  second 
Vice-President;  Dr.  John  Preston  and  Dr.  T.  O.  Maxwell  were 
elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Censors. 
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On  motion  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  again  in  Austin  in 
December  next.  T.  J.  Bennett,  Sec'y. 

Discussions  of  papers  will  appear  simultaneously  with  the 
publication  of  respective  papers  in  the  official  organ, — Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Journal. 


The  American  Association  of  Obstetricians  and  Gyne- 
cologists.— This  Association  was  organized  at  Niagara  Falls  in 
the  Spring  of  the  present  year,  and  held  its  first  meeting  in 
Washington,  at  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  Ameri- 
can Physicians  and  Surgeons,  September  18th  and  20th  ult.  We 
are  pleased  to  note  the  success  of  this  meeting  as  shown  by  the 
scientific  and  practical  excellence  of  the  papers  read,  and  the  dis- 
cussion thereof. 

The  Society  is  composed,  largely,  of  representatives  of  the  best 
and  most  progressive  element  of  the  medical  profession  who  are 
specially  interested  in  the  study  and  practice  of  Obstetrics  and 
Gynecology,  and  many  of  them,  although  comparatively  young 
men,  are  well  known  both  in  America,  and  abroad,  by  their 
scientific  work  already  accomplished. 


The  East  Line  Medical  Association  of  Texas  met  in 
Greenville  on  the  2nd  inst.  Drs.  Mustek,  Westbrook,  Patterson, 
Radford,  M.  S.  B.  and  O.  Smith  and  Crutcher  read  editorial  pa- 
pers.   Dr.  A.  H.  Evans  is  Secretary. 


After  the  Quacks. — We  learn  from  a  letter  from  a  sub- 
scriber at  Wills  Point,  VanZandt  count}-,  that  "even  under  our 
defective  laws,  unsatisfactory  as  the}-  are,  violators  of  the  medi- 
cal act  are  being  brought  to  time."  A  number  have  been  con- 
victed, and  others  have  gone  off  to  low  giade  colleges  to  gradu- 
ate. One  "Doctor  Hartman,"  a  notorious  quack,  was  fined 
$200.  The  Medical  Society  of  VanZandt  county  is  "wide 
awake. ' ' 

This  is  an  example  we  should  be  pleased  to  see  followed  in 
every  county.  It  shows  one  good,  County  Societies  can  do — 
prosecute  the  offenders,  where  an  individual  physician  could  not. 
Success  to  the  VanZandt  Society. 
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JDULLINGS    FROM  ^CONTEMPORARIES. 


Edited  by  T.  J.  Bennett,  M.  D. 


Typhoid  Fever  Specific. — Dr.  W.  F.  Waugh,  of  Philadel- 
phia, says  sulpho-carbolate  of  zinc  is  the  nearest  approach  to  a 
specific  for  typhoid  fever  known. 


Morphine  Habit. — Cramer  accidently  discovered  in  the  tinc- 
ture of  castor,  (castor  1,  alcohol  5,)  a  remedy  for  breaking  off 
the  morphine  habit. — Medical Register . 


To  Detect  Blood  in  the  Urine. — Ten  c.  c.  of  urine  are 
acidified  with  a  drop  of  acetic  acid  and  shaken  up  with  3  c.  c.  of 
chloroform.  The  chloroform  is  then  allowed  to  settle  to  the  bot- 
tom, when  it  assumes  a  red  color,  Three  drops  of  blood  in  250 
c.  c.  of  urine  can  be  detected. — A.  Lechini. 


For  Bronchitis. — Hydrate  of  terpina,  (dose  two  to  fifteen 
grains,)  is  an  alkaloid  of  turpentine.  It  is  a  small  crystal,  re- 
sembling chloral.  Is  insoluble  in  water,  soluble  in  glycerine,  to 
which  some  pleasant  syrup  may  be  added  as  a  vehicle. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Smith,  of  Dallas,  calls  attention  to  this  drug  as  a 
most  valuable  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  catarrhal  affections  of 
the  lower  air-passages. — In  Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Med- 
ical Association,  1888. 


Herrick's  Operation  for  Lacerated  Cervix. — Denude 
the  lacerated  edges  in  the  usual  waj^  and  properly  coaptate  them. 
Then,  instead  of  introducing  sutures,  apply  a  wide  elastic  band, 
shaped  like  the  cervix,  and  large  enough  to  cover  the  whole  os 
and  neck,  leaving  only  a  small  hole  for  the  secretion  to  escape. 
This  band,  being  fastened  snugly  over  the  cervix,  the  wound 
heals.    The  advantages  claimed  are  :  The  operator  needs  no  as- 
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sistants.  Xo  anesthetic.  No  stitches  to  remove.  Patient  does 
not  have  to  keep  her  bed.    It  is  just  as  successful. — Exchange. 


Early  Operation  for  Pterygium. — Dr.  F.  W.  Marlow,  Pro- 
fessor of  Ophthalmology,  University  of  Syracuse,  advises  (N.  Y. 
Med.  Journal,  Aug.  25,)  early  removal  of  pterygia  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  degree  of  acuteness  of  vision  is  below  the  normal. 

The  doctor's  opinion  is  based  upon  a  number  of  cases  in  which 
he  carefully  worked  out  the  refraction  before  and  after  the  ope- 
tion.  He  says  "the  obvious  explanation  of  the  change  in  re- 
fraction and  visual  acuteness  is  that  the  drag  upon  the  corneal  tis- 
sues by  the  pterygium  produced  irregular  astigmatism,  and  that 
when  the  pterygium  was  removed  the  regular  corneal  curve  was 
resumed."   

For  the  Painless  Extraction  of  Teeth. — The  following 
Recipe  is  sent  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Lewis,  of  Mexia,  who  says  that  it  is 
the  formula  used  by  the  "long-haired  Indian  doctor,"  whose  face 
and  voice  are  so  familiar  on  the  streets  of  most  Texas  towns. 
Dr.  Lewis  says,  after  having  injected  the  gum  or  rubbed  it  with 
this  mixture,  the  doctor  assures  his  patient  that  it  "won't  hurt," 
and  there  is  1  'no  danger' ' ;  and  very  dexterously  extracts  the 
tooth,  and  that,  really,  there  is  very  little,  if  any,  pain.  Abscess 
sometimes  follows  in  the  alveola,  which  is  due,  Dr.  Lewis  says, 
to  using  needle  not  properly  cleaned  or  to  too  large  a  dose  of  the 
mixture.  This  is  not  the  first  instance  where  the  "regulars" 
have  gotten  an  item  from  the  "irregulars."  By  the  by,  upon 
comparison,  it  seems,  that  this  Recipe  is  identical  with  the  one 
given  by  Dr.  S.  T.  Lowry  at  the  Galveston  meeting  of  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association,  and  which  appears  in  the  Transac- 
tions. We  do  not  remember  where  Dr.  Lowry  said  he  got  the 
formula — whether  it  was  original  with  him  or  not. 
&  Cocaine  Mur:  cryst.  gr.  viii. 

Chloral  Hydrate,  gr.  v. 

Acid  Carbolici,  gtt.  iii. 

Aquae  destil.  3  iii  m. 
S.       Inject  2  to  3  drops  in  the  gum. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.   W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  BE.  Hadra.  M.D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doering,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


IT  SMELLS  TO  HEAVEN. 


There  are  reasons  for  believing  that  Moses  was  an  1  'advanced 
sanitarian,"  and  had  a  knowledge  of  bichina  sphalis,  and 
cysticeici,  in  the  swine;  (indeed,  these  parasites  are  found  to-day, 
in  the  wild  boar  of  Palestine;)  and  it  has  been  said  that  he  forbade 
the  eating  of  pork  on  sanitary  grounds,  and  only  gave  the  com- 
mand a  religious  impress  the  better  to  enforce  it.  Pe?  contta,  an 
old  Jewish  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance  says  Moses  was  an 
advanced  thinker  on  other  subjects,  and  had  an  eye  to  business; 
that  Aaron,  having  purchased  all  the  pork  in  the  market,  ("got 
a  corner  on  it,")  as  it  were,  refused  to  let  Moses  participate  in  the 
"spec."  Moses  then  quietly  purchased  all  the  beef  cattle  to  be 
had,  and  then  issued  his  order;  thus  "busting  Aaron  up,"  says 
our  friend. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  reasons  which  induced  Moses  to 
forbid  the  eating  of  pork,  Moses  is  entitled  to  the  undying  grati- 
tude of  the  Jewish  race;  and  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  command 
could  not  have  been  extended  to  gentile,  as  well,  and  enforced 
to  this  day. 
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We  have  always  regarded  the  eating  of  pork,  or  the  "product 
of  the  hog"  in  any  shape,  as  a  great  sanitary  evil;  and  though 
not  a  Jew,  we  have  strong  convictions  that  the  use  of  hog  flesh 
or  any  part  of  the  animal  for  human  food,  is  deleterious  to  the 
general  health,  and  should  be  prohibited.  The  decision  of  the 
Congress  on  Tuberculosis  in  Paris,  recently  rendered,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  consumption  is  most  frequently  acquired  from  the  meat 
or  milk  of  animals,  (pork,  beef  and  milk),  renders  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  peculiarly  opportune  at  this  time. 

Aside  from  any  consideration  of  infection  with  U  ichina  or  cysti- 
cerci  (the  great  consideration),  the  hog  is  "unclean,"  in  every 
sense;  he  is  a  scavenger;  he  wallows  in  filth,  and  disputes  the 
possession  of  the  offal  of  the  slaughter  pens  with  the  buzzard, 
and  fights  over  the  carcass  of  the  dead  horse,  robbing  the  mag- 
gots of  their  legitimate  prey  !  He  revels  in  filth,  and  devours 
even  human  excrement !  Who  would  eat  a  buzzard  ?  or  a  cat  ? 
Yet  these  are  clean,  compared  to  the  swine.  They  are  filthy  with- 
in and  without ;  and,  according  to  a  late  sanitary  officer  in  Cin- 
cinnati, writing  in  the  Lancet  and  Clinic,  the  entrails  of  every  hog 
are  occupied  by  the  large  round,  (lumbricoid),  or  some  other  kind 
of  worm!  And  yet,  civilized  man  eats  hog's  flesh  knowingly ;  and 
— unknowingly  y  eats — the  Lord  only  knows  what;  as  we  shall 
presently  explain. 

Congress  has  recently  investigated  the  manufacture  of  the  lard 
of  commerce,  so-called  "choice,"  "prime"  and  "leaf;"  and  some 
of  the  same  men  wTho  worked  at  the  tanks  testified  under  oath 
that  the  lard  was  made  from  "the  guts,  and  the  head  and  the 
feet' '  of  the  hog,  put  in  the  tanks  along  with  other  parts  ;  any- 
thing and  everything  that  contained  a  cell  of  adipose;  moreover, 
that  these, — offal, — were  not  washed,  nor  the  hairs  removed  from 
the  heads  or  feet.  The  health  officer  alluded  to  above  writ- 
ing in  the  Lancet  and  Clinic  more  than  intimates  that  condemned 
hogs  had  been  slaughtered  and  rendered  into  lard — "guts"  and 
all ;  and  even  says,  that  hogs  dead  of  hog  cholefa,  (which  is  sep- 
ti-coemia,  blood  poison, — think  of  filth,  so  filthy  as  to  poison  the 
blood  of  a  hog  !) — had  to  be  guarded  at  night  by  a  strong  police 
force,  to  prevent  their  being  carted  off  by  the  distillery  men,  and 
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made  into  lard  ! — "Think  ot  it,  dissolute  man,"  and  then — eat  of 
it,  '"if  you  can  !" 

These  reflections  have  been  suggested  by  the  recent  reading  of 
an  account  of  the  investigation  referred  to,  and  the  testimony,  of 
one  James  Mathews  in  particular,  together  with  the  article  in 
the  Cincinnati  Lancet. 

It  seems  to  us  that  sanitarians  and  health  authorities  are  dili- 
gently stopping  the  cracks  and  crevices — and  leaving  wide  open 
the  flood  gates  of  disease.  The  sale  of  lard  made  as  disclosed 
should  be  prohibited  by  heavy  penalty,  and  the  man  or  men  who 
offer  lard  made  from  hogs,  dead  of  disease,  or  diseased,  should 
be  put  to  death,  as  surely  as  the  murderer  who  takes  life  by  swifter, 
(but  no  surer,)  means.  The  eating  of  hog's  flesh,  of  any  part  of 
the  swine,  should  be  suppressed  on  sanitary  grounds, — and,  as  to 
lard,  some  vegetable  substances  could,  and  should  be  found.  It 
has  been  found,  and  exists  in  abundance,  right  in  our  midst;  and 
if  the  South  had  any  enterprise,  she  could  make  it  a  source  of  im- 
mense revenue,  We  refer  to  cotton  seed  oil,  a  pure  vegetable  oil, 
as  pure,  and  equally  as  good,  as  the  oil  of  the  olive,  or  the  palm, 
and  much  cheaper  ;  in  fact,  the  time  will  come  when  cotton  will  be 
raised  mo7e  for  the  oil  than  the  lint.  Few  know  it,  but  the  oil 
has  already  taken  the  place  of  the  olive  oil  in  the  sardine  busi- 
ness to  a  very  large  extent, — the  bulk  of  export  oil  going  to 
Italy  and  Constantinople. 

A  crown  of  glory  awaits  the  man  or  men  who  succeed  in  popu- 
larizing cotton  seed  or  any  other  vegetable  oil,  as  substitute  for 
the  villainous,  filthy,  dangerous,  adulterated,  unclean,  unwhole- 
some and  God-cursed  fat  of  the  scavanger  hog  ! 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  YELLOW  FEVER. 

As  the  subject  of  yellow  fever  is  being  much  discussed  at 
present,  a  few  words  by  one  whose  fortune  or  misfortune,  it  has 
been  to  see  a  good  deal  of  the  disease,  may  not  be  out  of  place, 
or  uninteresting. 

Of  all  the  proposed  "plans"  of  treatment  which  have  recently 
appeared  in  the  medical  press,  that  of  the  venerable  and  talented 
Dr.  R.  H.  Day,  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  strikes  us  as  being  the 
most  rational,  and  his  views  coincide  very  nearly  with  our  own, 
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In  yellow  fever  there  is  no  1  'royal  road  to  success"  in  treat- 
ment :  the  individuality  of  each  case  must  be  studied.  Our 
experience  leads  us  to  conclude  that  there  are  certain  cases  oc- 
curring in  all  epidemics,  which  are  necessarily  fatal;  and  that 
the  average  mortality,  under  any  plan  of  treatment,  will  never 
be  materially  lessened. 

The  success  of  treatment  depends  largely  on  the  stage  of  the 
disease  at  which  the  physician  sees  the  case,  but  mostly,  on  the 
quantity  of  the  poison  acquired  by  the  patient,  relative  to  his 
powers  of  resistance.  We  daily  inhale,  and  otherwise  introduce 
into  our  blood,  toxic  elements,  or  it  is  being  generated,  or  liber- 
ated, within  the  system,  in  the  ordinary  physiological  processes, 
e.  g.  urea,  in  the  secretion  and  excretion  of  urine,  and  carbonic 
di-oxide  in  respiration  ;  and  we  are  as  constantly  exhaling  or 
eliminating  said  poisons ;  and  thus  the  equilibrium,  called 
"health,"  is  maintained.  Every  person's  powers  of  eliminating 
poison  from  the  system  are  not  equal ;  his  resistance  to  the  inva- 
sion of  disease  varying  according  to  age,  sex,  temperament, 
state  of  body  and  mind,  etc.  We  all  know  the  depressing  in- 
fluence of  fear ;  it  predisposes,  or  lays  one  liable  to  an  attack 
during  an  epidemic, — his  powers  of  resistance  or  ability  to 
4 'throw  off"  being  weakened  by  the  depressed  state  of  the  ner- 
vous system.  Anything  that  depresses  or  shocks  the  nervous 
system,  will  have  this  effect.  Witness  the  occurrence  of  malarial 
fever  after  childbirth,  in  a  person  who  lives  constantly  in  malar- 
ial atmosphere,  yet  who  keeps  up  a  balance,  by  elimination,  as 
fast  as  introduced  ;  when  no  longer  able  to  rid  the  system  of  the 
poison,  an  "explosion"  takes  place,  as  it  were,  and  the  poison 
"gets  in  its  work,"  Were  every  person's  resistant  and  eliminant 
powers  equal,  it  would  be  possible,  perhaps,  to  formulate  'some 
rule  of  practice  of  universal  application ;  but,  as  it  is  not,  the 
severity  of  an  attack  of  yellow  fever,  for  instance,  will  depend 
upon  the  quantity  of  the  poison  acquired,  in  referrence  to  the  in- 
dividual's stamina;  the  larger  the  dose,  (ceteris  paribus) ,  the  se- 
verer the  attack.  What  would  produce  only  a  mild  fever,  of 
short  duration,  in  one  person,  might  prove  fatal  in  another,  and 
in  persons  of  weak  vital  powers,  an  overwhelming  "dose"  must 
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be  necessarily  fatal.  Like  any  other  poison,  a  small  quantity 
might  be  overcome  by  the  vis  medicatrix  natures  ;  a  large  quan- 
tity may  necessitate  the  assistance  of  eliminating  or  stimulating 
drugs  or  measures,  and  a  still  larger  quantity  defies  both,  system 
and  doctor ;  it  overwhelms  the  nervous  system,  and  renders  all 
treatment  nugatory.  This  is  seen  in  opium  narcosis  ;  where  the 
quantity  is  immense,  in  proportion  to  the  stamina  of  the  patient, 
and  the  case  seen  late;  no  power  on  earth  can  arouse  the  nervous 
system;  it  is  overwhelmed,  paralysed,  and  death  is  inevitable.  So 
with  yellow  fever ;  the  result  depends  on  the  quantity  of  the 
poison  acquired,  (other  things  being  equal.)  Some  cases,  where 
the  quantity  of  poison  is  small,  and  the  system  vigorous,  recover 
readily,  without  assistance  ;  others  produce  grave  pathological 
changes,  which  are  difficult  to  meet,  and  where  the  doctor  must 
"assist  nature"  ;  and  others  are  doomed,  from  the  inception. 

There  are  cases  also  in  which  complications  arise,  and  struc- 
tural changes  occur,  the  result  of  which  would  be  fatal,  independ- 
ent of  the  fever  poison;  the  congestion  of  the  kidneys  and  the 
choking  up  of  the  uriniferous  tubules,  for  instance, — where- 
by the  patient  falls  a  victim  of  retained  urea,  and  dies, 
not  of  the  yellow  fever  poison,  per  se,  but  of  uric 
toxaemia.  A  skilled  and  experienced  physician  will  recognize 
a  condition  that  will  inevitably  lead  to  suppression,  and  will, 
by  proper  remedies,  prevent  it.  He  knows  that  the  intense 
lumbar  pains,  which  occur  often,  mean  congestion  of  the  kid- 
neys; they  are  crying  aloud  for  relief,  and  if  not  relieved,  the 
uriniferous  tubes  become  blocked  with  plastic  matter,  or  fat 
globules,  which,  with  the  congestion,  constitute  a  mechanical 
obstruction,  and  the  further  secretion  of  urine  becomes  a  physical 
impossibility,  and  death  from  uraemic  poison  becomes  inevitable. 
How  long  would  a  person  live,  even  if  in  the  best  of  health,  were 
it  possible  to  ligate  the  ureters?  The  effect  is  practically  the 
same;  the  excretion  and  escape  of  the  urine,  and  other  poisonous 
matter,  is  cut  off.  This  is  the  only  point  where  we  differ  with  Dr. 
Day.  He  speaks  of  the  relief  of  suppression.  One  had  as  well 
hope  to  get  water  from  a  dried  bladder,  as  to  force  the  excretion 
of  urine  ater  forty-eight  hours  of  suppression.    In  an  extensive 
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experience  in  the  epidemic  of  '67  in  Galveston,  and  that  of '78 
in  L,ake  Village,  Miss.,  and  elsewhere,  we  never  saw  a  case  of 
suppression  relieved  after  forty-eight  hours. 

Dr.  Day  clearly  recognizes  a  fact  which  we  have  always  in- 
sisted upon,  to-wit:  that  there  are  several  kinds  of  yellow  fever, 
so  to  speak:  that  is,  the  poison  having  invaded  the  system,  and 
produced  fever,  seems  to  have  an  elective  affinity  for  one  of  the 
three  organs, — brain,  stomach  or  kidneys;  and  according  as  the 
stress  falls  on  one  or  the  other,  will  the  symptoms  differ,  and 
furnish  indications  for  treatment;  and  different,  also,  will  be  the 
mode  of  fatal  termination,  in  case  of  death.  If  the  brain  be  se- 
lected, the  symptoms  will  be  those  of  conge stio  cerebri,  (and  per- 
haps, later,  inflammation  of  the  brain,)  and  we  too,  have  "seen 
cases  saved  by  opening  the  temporal  artery, ' '  as  Dr.  Day  says. 
If  on  the  stomach,  we  will  have  a  case  of  specific  gastritis,  (pre- 
ceded, of  course,  by  congestion),  and  these  are  the  cases  that 
have  black  vomit,  as  a  rule;  if  on  the  kidneys,  the  symptoms 
point  to  congestion  of  these  organs,  and,  from  the  first,  there  is  a 
tendency  to  suppression.  Here  is  where  death  from  uraemic 
coma  is  to  be  apprehended,  and  the  suppression  is  to  be  prevent- 
ed, as  it  cannot  be  relieved.  Would  any  rational  man  open  the 
temporal  artery  in  a  case  of  this  kind?  or  in  gastritis?  Hence, 
we  say,  there  is,  and  can  be,  no  routine  treatment  applicable  to  all 
cases.  The  doctor  must  exercise  common  sense,  diagnose  the 
kind  of  3Tellow  fever,  (which  is  perfectly  plain,)  estimate  the 
probable  amount  of  poison  at  work,  by  the  symptoms,  take  into 
consideration  the  stamina,  or  resistant  powers  of  the  individual, 
and  adapt  his  treatment  to  the  case. 

Unlike  other  fevers,  the  danger  period  is  when  the  fever  goes 
off.  The  patient  will  feel  well,  and  will  insist  on  getting  up;  he 
thinks  it  "will  do  him  good  to  stretch  his  legs,"  and  he  will  al- 
most invariably  take  advantage  of  a'bsence  or  inattention  of  at- 
tendants to  do  it.  Just  as  surely  will  he  pay  the  penalty  with 
his  life.  Absolute  quiet  is  the  first  essential  upon  the  decline  of 
the  fever;  and  mild  stimulants,  in  small  quantities, — cool  cham- 
pagne, not  iced,  being  the  best,  in  our  hands. 

Medicines  do  little  good;  the  cure  for  yellow  fever  does  not 
exist.  We  believe  if  there  is  any  truth  in  the  homeopathic 
claim  of  success,  it  is  due  to — giving  nothing. 
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yVLEDICAL  JsTeWS  AND  yVLlSCELLANY. 


Dr.  J.  W.  McNeill,  of  Valley  Mills,  is  reported  very  sick. 

Dr.  Wm.  Barry,  of  Abilene,  is  confined  to  his  bed  with  an 
abscess  of  the  hip. 

Change  of  Firm.  The  firm  of  Drs.  Irion  &  Cochrane,  Mont- 
gomery, Texas,  is  changed  to  Irion  &  Young. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Dknton,  of  Weldon,  died  recently,  date  not  known. 
He  was  a  member  of  .the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 


Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith,  of  Austin,  delivered  an  address  last  week 
before  the  Travis  County  Teachers'  Institute,  on  "Hygiene  of 
the  School  Room." 

Dr.  T.  J.  Tynkr,  of  this  city,  last  week  made  a  cataract  ex- 
traction|without  iridectomy,  removing  capsule  and  all,  intact ;  a 
very  rare  feat  in  ophthalmic  surgery. 


Dr.  LEE  T.  Maddox,  of  Birdston,  Navarro  county,  died  on 
the  10  inst.,  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association.  Assessment  will  be 
issued  in  due  time. 


The  Statesman  tells  of  the  killing  of  a  doctor  at  Brownsboro, 
under  peculiar  circumstances.  He  was  lying,  drunk,  in  the 
street,  and  a  citizen  passing  by,  shot  him,  claiming  that  "he 
thought  it  was  a  dog  ! ' ' 


"Mr.  'Pottecary,"  said  an  urchin,  running  in  in  breathless  haste 
and  a  ragged  straw-hat,  "Mominer  say  send  her  ft  cents  woth 
sreet  spets  niter,  ft  cents  woth  sreet  spets  camphire,  and — and 
ft  cents  woth  sreet  spets  of  turkentime  !" 
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Errata. — In  Dr.  Wooten's  article  for  "cocti,"  read  "cocci." 
In  Dr.  Cunningham's,  read  1887  for  1877.  In  list  of  members 
P.  M.  B.  A.,  for  "Hors"  read  "Dr.  Hons,"  (page  169);  on  page 
166,  in  East  Line  Medical  Society,  for  "editorial  papers"  read 
"elaborate  papers." 

Removals. — Dr.  M.  R.  Denman,  Elmo  to  Luring ;  Dr.  J.  A. 
White,  Bartlett  to  Prairie  Plains;  Dr.  J.  W.  Hargas,  Cotulla 
to  Carrizo  Springs;  Dr.  F.  M.  D.  Hill,  Webberville  to  Cat  Spring; 
Dr.  H.  A.  Hughes,  Glenrose  to  Phoenix,  Arizona  ;  Dr.  D.  B. 
McGee,  Jardin  to  Hinckley  ;  Dr.  D.  V.  Spring  Lyons  to  Milano. 


Dr.  W.  F.  Blunt  has  been  removed  by  State  Health  Officer 
Dr.  Rutherford,  from  charge  of  the  Galveston  Quarantine  Sta- 
tion, and  Dr.  Fred.  K.  Fisher,  formerly  Q.  O.  at  Aransas  Pass, 
has  been  appointed  in  his  stead.  No  charges  were  made  against 
Dr.  Blunt,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  except  "incompatability  of 
views"  with  the  chief. 


The  "Immaculate  One  Hundred,"  or  "The"  Association 
of  the  only  Simon-pure-and-genuine-unadulterated  "American 
physicians"  had  a  love-feast  at  Washington  lately.  "Billings 
on  Museums,"  was  the  Presidential  address.  They  had  a  fine 
time,  they  say — and  all  fejt,  mutually  delighted  with  each  other, 
and  with  the  success  of  their  meeting. 


Dr.  Long's  Widow. — Mrs.  Caroline  Long,  of  San  Antonio, 
widow  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Crawford  Long,  of  Athens,  Ga.,  dis- 
coverer of  chloroform,  was  killed  near  Comfort,  Texas,  in  a  wreck 
on  the  Aransas  Pass  road,  Saturday,  22nd  of  September.  The 
deceased  lady  was  the  mother-in-law  of  the  well-known  Texas 
editor,  Col.  John  L.  Bartow. 

Annual  Banquet. — The  famous  West  Texas  Medical  Society 
will  hold  their  annual  reunion  October  31st,  and  wind  up  with  a 
grand  banquet  as  usual.  We  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  an 
invitation  to  be  present,  and  regret  our  inability  to  do  so.  The 
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efficient  secretary,  Dr.  D.  Berry,  takes  the  occasion  of  this  invi- 
tation^*) enclose  us  $2,  and  the  name  of  a  new  subscriber,  for 
which  we  make  our  bow. 


Railroad  Corporations,  and  Their  Duties  and  Respon- 
sibilities to  Society,"  is  the  name  of  an  admirable  paper  by 
ex-State  Health  Officer  R.  M.  Swearingen,  which  was  read  at 
the  T  Austin  ^District  Medical  Society  on  September  20th,  and 
voted  to  be  published  in  this,  the  Society's  official  journal.  It 
will  appear  in  the  next  issue.  Send  in  your  orders  now  for  ex- 
tra copies;  it  will  have  a  big  run. 


A  paper  by^Dr.  C.  M.  Ramsdell  of  Lampasas,  read  before  the 
Section  on  Electro-Therapeutics  at  the  Galveston  meeting  T.  S. 
M.  A.,  will  appear  in  our  next.  Also  a  paper  by  Dr.  F.  A. 
Schmidt,  of  Schulenburg,  which  was  intended  for  this  issue,  but 
unavoidably  omitted.  We  have  a  number  of  good  papers  on 
hand — read  recently  at  different  society  meetings,  and  they  will 
be  published  with  the  discussions  that  followed  them. 


Died— In  Rusk,  Cherokee  county,  Tex.,  Oct.  3,  1888,  Dr.  T. 
F.  F.  Jameson,  aged  61, — a  native  of  Wilcox  Co.,  Ala.,  and  born 
Sept.  27,  1827.  Dr.  Jameson  graduated  in  medicine  in  Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky,  in  '53,  and  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  in  '54.  He  prac- 
ticed in  Alabama  till  1859,  when  he  removed  to  Cherokee  county, 
Texas,  where  he  resided  up  to  the  date  of  his  death.  His  son, 
Dr.  W.  G.  Jameson,  of  Rusk,  survives  him.  Dr.  Jameson  was 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  physicians  in  East  Texas. 


The  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  gives 
our  State  Health  officer,  Dr.  Rutherford,  "Hail  Columbia"  for 
quarantining  Texas  against  New  Orleans,  on  mere  heresay,  as 
charged  by  the  Journal;  and  says,  as  Texas  was  represented  in 
the  conference  of  State  Boards,  at  which  an  agreement  was 
made  to  place  implicit  confidence  in  each  other,  and  when  one 
State  wanted  facts  as  regards  epidemic  diseases,  appeal  should 
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be  made  to  the  Board  of  the  suspected  State,  Dr.  Rutherford  had 
violated  the  pledge  by  ignoring  the  Health  Board  of  Louisiana. 
The  TV.  O.  M.  and  S.  Journal,  having  one  big  fight  on  hand,  (with 
the  State  Medical  Society),  should  be  careful  how  it  flings  stones 
at  our  plucky  little  S.  H.  O.; — he  hits  back  sometimes. 


Death  of  Dr.  C.  K.  Gregg. — This  estimable  gentleman 
and  skilled  physician  met  his  death  under  distressing  circum- 
strnces;  he  fell  a  victim  to  his  ardor  in  scientific  investigation, 
lie  had  removed  from  Saltillo,  Mexico,  where  he  had  resided  for 
several  years,  to  McKinney,  Texas,  only  a  few  months  ago. 
While  engaged  in  testing  and  recording  the  effects  of  cocaine  on 
his  own  person,  it  is  supposed  the  drug  produced  mania,  or 
temporary  insanity,  during  which  he  put  a  pistol  to  his  temple 
and  fired,  taking  his  own  life.  Nothing  could  have  been  further 
from  Dr.  Gregg's  mind  than  suicide,  during  his  rational  exist- 
ence. This  case  should  be  a  warning  to  others.  Dr.  G.  was  a 
son  of  the  venerable  and  beloved  Bishop  of  Texas,  and  was 
literally  an  "ornament  to  his  profession."  He  was  quite  a 
young  man,  but  had  a  wide  reputation  as  a  physician. 


Senator  Plumb  has  introduced  a  bill  in  Congress,  offering  a 
reward  of  $100,000  for  a  "sure  cure"  for  yellow  fever!  (When  a 
"sure  cure"  for  death  itself  is  found,  he  will  get  it.)  Mr. 
Radain,  a  florist  of  Austin,  arguing  that  what  will  kill  insects 
on  plants  will  kill  "microbes,"  and  assuming  that  microbes  are 
like  insects,  and  that  they  cause  3^ellow  fever,  has  concocted  a 
mixture  which  he  calls  "Microbe  Killer."  He  offered  it  to  the 
senator,  with  a  note,  gravely  informing  him  that  he  "would  en- 
ter the  contest  for  the  $100,000  prize.  As  a  specimen  of  monu- 
mental, gigantic,  adamantic  cheek,  the  offer  is  entitled  to  first 
premium.  Mr.  R.  says  he  "wrote  to  Dr.  Hamilton"  also,  offer- 
ing to  cure,  right  out  of  hand,  (we  suppose,  any  and  all  cases 
of)  yellow,  (blue,  black,  green,  or  any  other)  fever,  (or  anything 
else,  death  not  even  excepted,) — and  he  actually  complained,  in 
the  newspapeis,  that  Dr.  Hamilton  didn't  answer  his  letters! 
Hamilton  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself. 
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Death  of  Dr.  Walton. — Dr.  Early  W.  Walton,  formerly  of 
Austin,  died  in  New  York  very  recently,  his  death  causing  a 
great  shock  and  grief  to  a  large  circle  of  admiring  and  warmly 
attached  friends,  both  here  and  in  New  York.  He  was  a  most 
accomplished  young  ph3-sician,  and  his  death  was  untimely  and 
deplorable ;  cut  off,  as  it  were,  at  the  very  threshold  of  a  promis- 
ing career.  Graduating  at  Tulane  University,  he  practiced  a 
while  in  Williamson  county,  but  choosing  the  eye  and  ear  for  a 
specialty,  he  took  a  general  course  at  Bellevue,  and  graduated 
M.  D.  also  from  that  famous  institution.  Two  years  ago,  he  at- 
tended a  special  course  at  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary, 
and  was  immediately  made  second  assistant  physician  there. 
From  this  position  he  rapidly  rose,  by  virtue  of  his  fitness  and 
qualification,  professionally,  combined  with  his  beautiful  social 
traits  of  character,  to  first  assistant,  and  then  to  chief  house  sur- 
geon. The  latter  position  he  was  permitted  to  hold  only  a  few 
weeks,  when  he  was  attacked  with  acute  obstruction  of  the 
bowels,  which  necessitated  laparotomy,  and  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  died. 

Dr.  Walton  was  a  native  of  Carroll  county,  Mississippi,  and 
was  a  son  of  Col.  W.  M.  Walton  of  Austin.  He  was  a  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  in  the  fullest  sense,  and  a  physician  of  a  high 
order  of  attainments,  as  well  as  of  natural  endowments.  His 
friends  loved  him ;  and  when  his  remains  reached  Austin,  a  very 
large  concourse  of  people,  of  all  classes  and  conditions,  followed 
them  to  their  last  resting  place.  Truly,  "death  loves  a  shining 
mark,"  and  no  nobler  heart  was  ever  stilled  by  the  arrows  of  the 
'  'insatiate  archer,"  than  that  of  Dr.  Early  Walton.  Our  sympathy 
is  extended  to  his  bereaved  parents,  and  we,  with  a  host  of 
friends,  mourn  his  loss  sincerely. 


A  Sensation  in  Medical  Circles  has  been  created  in  Mem- 
phis by  the  detection  of  an  ex-Professor  in  the  Memphis  Hospi- 
tal Medical  College,  Dr.  J.  P.  McGee,  formerly  of  Trenton,  Tenn., 
in  an  attempt  to  manufacture  a  counterfeit  of  the  diploma  used 
by  the  Memphis  college. 

Dr.  McGee  came  to  Memphis  in  1883  by  invitation  of  the  Fac- 
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ulty,  he  being  a  prominent  member  of  the  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  we  believe,  formerly,  its  president;  and  accepted  the 
chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Practice.  This  position  he  held  till 
'85,  when  he  resigned,  under  charges  preferred  by  Prof.  Rogers, 
for  unprofessional  conduct.  The  facts,  as  given  in  the  Memphis 
Avalanche,  are  briefly  as  follows  :  McGee  went  to  a  stencil  cutter 
with  a  borrowed  (?)  diploma  of  a  Dr.  Voorhies,  and,  showing  it 
to  the  artist,  requested  him  to  counterfeit  the  seal.  The  work- 
man refused,  but  Dr.  Rogers  getting  wind  of  the  affair  in  some 
way,  had  a  detective  to  shadow  McGee.  The  detective  induced 
the  artist  to  go  after  McGee,  and  tell  him  he  had  consented  to 
make  the  seal.  McGee  accordingly  left  the  bogus  diploma,  to 
which  the  seal  was  to  be  affixed, — in  the  shop,  and  the  detective 
got  it  and  showed  it  to  Dr.  Rogers.  It  was  arranged  for  the  de- 
tective to  pounce  on  the  doctor  in  the  act  of  affixing  the  seal,  but 
he  smelt  a  mouse  and  sent,  two  days  in  advance,  for  the  manu- 
factured diploma — and  thus  he  escaped  conviction.  The  diplo- 
ma was,  to  all  appearances,  made  out  on  one  of  the  parchment 
sheets  used  by  the  college,  and  which  McGee  must  have  secured 
during  his  connection  with  the  college.  The  signatures  were 
exact  imitations  of  those  of  the  Faculty,  and  pronounced  a  for- 
gery by  the  Dean.  The  bogus  diploma  was  made  out  in  beauti- 
ful scroll  work,  in  the  name  of  one  "Dr.  B.  C.  Kelsey,"  now  of 
Denver,  a  once  notorious  advertising  doctor,  at  Chelsea,  Ark. 
McGee  denies  that  he  was  to  receive  anything  for  his  sendees — 
but — where  was  the  incentive  to  attempt  such  a  crime  ?  At  one 
time  no  man  stood  fairer  in  medical  circles  in  Tennessee  than  Dr. 
McGee.    Now,  he  has  fallen  too  low  to  be  kicked.    Alas  ! 


Geo.  Pinney,  of  Evergreen,  Door  county,  Wis.,  is  out  with 
by  far  the  most  extensive  catalogue  of  Evergreens  and  Timber 
Trees  and  Tree  Seeds  ever  published  in  this  country.  It  con- 
tains price  lists  and  descriptions  of  over  one  hundred  varieties. 
He  offers  to  send  a  copy  to  any  person  asking  for  it. 


Number  10,  of  The  Physicians'  Leisure  Library,  is  at  hand. 
These  little  books  are  issued  monthly  by  Geo.  S.  Davis,  of  De- 
troit, Mich.  The  present  number  treats  of  "Diseases  of  the 
Male  Uretha,"  by  Fessenden  N.  Otis,  M.  D. 
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ccjc44t,  oub  SUPERIOR  TO  PEPSIN  ALONE."-Prof.  ATTFIELD,  Ph.  D.,  F.R.S.,  &C, 
Prof,  of  Practical  Chemistry  to  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 


LACTOPEPTINE.  i 

The  most  important  Remedial  Agent  ever  Presented  to  the  Profession,  for 
DYSPEPSIA,  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY, 
CHOLERA  INFANTUM, 

CONSTIPATION,  and  all  diseases  arising  from  imperfect  nutrition, 

LACTOPEPTINE  IN  CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 

We  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  great  va^e  of  Laetov»ep*ine  in  Cholera  Infantum, 
and  other  intestinal  troubles  incident  to  the  heated  term. 

Send  address  for  our  Medical  Almanac,  containing  valuab'e  ?u  formation. 


P.  0.  Box  1574. 


THE  NEW  YORK  PKAKMACAL  ASSOCIATION, 


New  York. 
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At  this  season,  when  cotton  is  being  marketed,  the  doctors 
make  their  collections  for  the  year's  work, — if  ever.  We  avail 
ourselves  of  the  fact  to  notify  all  our  subscribers  whose  subscrip- 
tion has  expired,  of  the  expiration,  and  to  solicit  a  renewal.  We 
have  sent  bills  to  all,  and  will  be  delighted  to  have  all  renew. 
We  do  not  want  any  of  them  to  consider  it  "a  dun,"  and  get 
mad, — but, — if  nobody  paid  in  advance,  we'd  have  a  hard  time 
running  an  8o-page  journal  C.  O.  D.  from  the  press; — and  the 
new  subscribers  are  also  availing  themselves  of  the  above  fact,  to 
invest  in  "the  best  and  most  iiseful  Journal  published  in  the 
medical  language,"  as  one  waggish  friend  puts  it.  Send  'em 
along,  gentlemen;  the  more  subscribers,  the  better  Journal. 

'  'Your  Journal  improves  all  the  time.  I  do  not  see  how  any 
doctor  in  Texas  can  get  along  without  it,"  is  what  one  sub- 
scriber writes;  and  another  says,  "Enclosed  find  $5.  I  can't  do 
without  the  Journal.  I  am  anxious  to  do  all  I  can  to  support 
it, — will  write  for  its  pages  soon.  Hoping  you  are  well,  land  the 
Journal  prosperous,  I  am,  yours,"  etc. 

And  still  another,  "Of  all  the  journals  that  come  to  my  desk 
each  month,  it  is  the  best,  most  useful  and  entertaining;  it  is 
superb. ' ' 

Per  contta:  One  gentleman  got  as  mad  as  a.  wet  hen  because 
we  notified  him  that  his  subscription  had  expired,  and  most 
courteously  solicited  a  renewal.  He  sent  four  bits,  and  said, 
'  'Stop  my  Journal.  ' '    She' s  stopped  ! 

The  International  Journal  of  Surgery  and  Antiseptics 
for  October,  contains  an  excellent  likeness  of  the  late  Dr.  C.  R. 
Agnew,  of  New  York.  Subscription  to  the  journal  is  $1  a  year; 
single  copies  30  cts.  Address  Dr.  F.  King,  manager,  P.  O.  Box 
581,  New  York. 

We  are  Requested  to  Announce  that  Messrs.  Mariani  & 
Co.  have  removed  their  offices  and  warerooms  from  127  Fifth 
Avenue,  to  52  W.  Fifteenth  Street,  New  York,  where  they  "will 
be  happy  to  receive  the  members  of  the  medical  profession,"  and 
whence  "all  corresponcence  will  have  their  prompt  attention." 
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•Publisher's  |Totes. 

Practice  and  good  house  for  sale,  in  McLennan  county, 
twelve  miles  from  Waco,  at  a  thriving  railroad  station,  and  in  a 
rich  section  of  country.  Address,  O,  care  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel, 
Austin,  Texas. 

Peptogenic  Milk  Powder.  —  Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster, 
Fulton  Street,  New  York,  have  a  large  and  increasing  demand 
for  their  Peptogenic  Milk  Powders.  Write  for  samples.  See 
front  page  of  cover. — Medical  Register. 

Doctor,  Do  You  Want  to  Buy  or  sell  a  practice,  or  drugstore? 
Some  fine  locations  for  sale.    Partners  associated,  assistants  and 
.    substitutes  furnished.    Send  full  particulars  wTith  stamp.  Ad- 
dress :  Dr.  E.  G.  Jones, 

372  Union  Aven.,  Patterson,  N.  J. 

I  Have  Used  Peacock's  Bromides  in  cases  of  nervousness 
with  great  success.  In  every  case  I  have  prescribed  it  there  was 
marked  improvement  in  the  patient.  I  regard  it  as  a  valuable 
medicine,  and  one  that  will  continue  to  be  used  by  the  profession 
wTherever  tried. 

Columbus,  Miss.  H.  M.  IyANiER,  M.  D. 

I  can  heartily  endorse  the  use  of  Succus  Alterans.  I 
prescribe  it  constantly  in  caees  of  syphilis,  scrofula  and  various 
skin  diseases,  and  must  say  that  the  results  from  a  proper  use  of 
this  preparation  are  always  satisfactory. 

Very  truly,  Charles  Dake,  M.  D. 

Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

Phospho  Muriate  of  Quinine  Comp. — The  Chas.  H.  Phil- 
lips Chem.  Co.  have  recently  introduced  the  above  preparation, 
which  is  an  elegant  combination  of  their  syr.  wheat  phosphates 
with  muriate  of  quinine — phosphate  of  iron  and  strychnia.  It 
will  be  found  a  very  reliable  general  tonic  and  antiperiodic,  par- 
ticularly adapted  for  the  exhaustion  of  the  spring  and  summer 
months.  This  combination  of  recognized  tonics  will  suggest  its 
indication  in  a  large  class  of  pathological  conditions. 
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Physicians  who  can  furnish  proper  credentials,  desiring  a  lo- 
cality in  a  new  and  fast-growing  town,  with  railroad  facilities 
and  surrounded  by  a  rich  black  land  country,  are  invited  to  cor- 
respond with  the  editor  oi  this  Journal..  [K.] 

Crystalline  Phosphate. — "I  have  thoroughly  tested  in 
my  practice  Crystalline  Phosphate,  and  the  results  attending  its 
use  bore  flattering  evidence  of  its  superiority  to  any  preparation 
of  the  kind  now  in  the  market." 

Dr.  John  H.  Hengy,  Apollo,  Pa. 

The  Results  of  ignorant  attempts  to  supply  a  substitute  for 
human  milk  are  no  doubt  sufficiently  disastrous;  but  a  diet 
chosen  with  care  and  given  with  judgment  will  seldom  disap- 
point our  expectations.  Mellin's  Food  has  been  prepared  to 
meet  this  want,  and  is  now  thoroughly  established  as  one  of 
the  best  nutriment  for  infants  and  invalids  ever  known. — Ex. 

Comanche,  Texas,  Nov.  29,  1886. 
Jetome  Kidder  Manufacturing  Company  : 

Please  find  enclosed  *  *  *  *  exchange  for  order  this  date  by 
wire,  viz :    *    *  * 

I  am  now  treating  successfully  with  your  No.  5  battery  typhoid 
fever,  and  find  that  electricity  can  be  used  as  an  antipyretic  and 
antiphlogistic,  and  is  superior  to  any  agent  I  have  been  able  to 
find  in  a  practice  of  fifty  years.  I  am  now  using  it  side  by  side 
with  the  autipyrine  in  the  hands  of  others.  This  day  is  the  17th 
of  the  fever  and  12th  of  my  treatment,  without  a  cent  needed  for 
either  medicine  or  stimulant.  I  am  ready  to  attack  any  fever  in 
anjr  city,  if  I  can  select  my  batteries. 

.  I  have  no  doubt  dengue  and  yellow  fever  may  be  made  subject 
to  this  great  agent.    *    *  * 

Very  respectfully,  F.  T.  Paine. 

The  Battle  Creek  Sanitarium,  advertised  in  this  issue, 
was  organized  in  1866.  It  is  not  an  ordinary  sanitarium,  but  a 
sanitarium  with  hospital  attachments,  or  a  hospital  with  sani- 
tarium attachments,  just  as  you  please.  Dr.  J.  H.  Kellogg,  the 
superintendent,  is  President  of  the  Calhoun  County  Medical  As- 
siciation,  and  is  a  medical  author  of  considerable  celebrity.  The 
Institution  is  very  popular,  and  enjoys  the  support  and  confi- 
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dence  of  the  medical  profession  throughout  the  West  and  North- 
west. If  it  is  half  as  delightful  as  the  appearance  of  the  cut  of 
the  buildings  and  grounds  would  indicate,  it  must  be  a  charm- 
ing spot, — cool,  shady  and  quiet,  laid  off  with  exquisite  taste, 
and  set  in  shrubs  and  flowers.  It  would  make  a  sick  man  well, 
to  loaf  about  those  delightful  grounds  and  monkey  with  the 
birds,  bees,  and  butterflies.  The  corps  of  surgeons  embraces 
some  well-known  operators  and  practitioners. 


Reed  &  Carnrick's  Food. — We  desire  especially  to  invite 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  use  of  Beef  Peptonoids,  Liquid 
Peptonoids,  and  Carnrick's  Food  in  cholera  infantum.  During 
the  first  stages  of  this  disease  Beef  Peptonoids,  powder  and 
liquid,  given  alternately  in  small  doses,  wrill  be  found  superior, 
we  are  confident,  to  any  food  that  can  be  given.  Prof.  Vaughan 
highly  recommends  the  use  of  Beef  Peptonoids  in  this  ailment. 
The  albuminoid  constituents  of  Liquid  Peptonoids  are  in  the 
form  of  a  peptone,  while  the  Powdered  are  partially  digested. 
After  the  disease  is  checked,  Carnrick's  Food  will  thoroughly 
nourish  the  child  without  the  addition  of  milk.  The  formula 
from  which  this  food  is  made  is  practically  identical  with  the 
formula  recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Dietetics  at  the 
meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  at  Cincinnati, 
wmich,  wye  think,  w7ould  justify  those  not  familiar  with  it  in  mak- 
ing a  through  trial  of  it. — Memphis  Medical  Monthly. 


Chronic  Syphilitic  Salivation. — A.  W.  Furber,  M.  D.,  L. 
R.  C.  S.,  and  L.  D.  S.,  says:  I  have  for  a  long  time  had  a — gen- 
tleman— patient  under  my  care  for  disease  of  the  teeth,  and  al- 
though my  operations  progressed  favorably,  I  had  many  difficul- 
ties to  contend  with.  The  whole  of  my  patient's  teeth  appeared 
to  have  a  s}^philitic  taint,  and  with  increased  flow  of  saliva, 
amounting  to  chronic  salivation.  These  were  not  the  only  trou- 
bles I  had  to  surmount ;  but  that  which  retarded  my  work  most 
was  the  repeated  recurrence  of  syphilitic  ulcers  of  the  sulcus  and 
gums  generally,  wmich,  though  not  painful  to  my  patient,  was 
still  a  source  of  considerable  discomfort  and  mitigated  greatly 
against  the  success  of  my  operation.  Iodia  having  come  under 
my  notice,  I  was  inclined  to  give  it  a  trial,  and  wTith  the  addition 
of  a  small  proportion  of  liq.  hyclrarg.  bi-chlor.,  taken  daily  be- 
fore meals  for  a  time — also  used  occasionally  as  a  mouth  wash — 
the  salivation  became  normal,  the  mucous  membrane  assumed  a 
more  healthy  state  and  J:he  teeth  generally  looked  like  coming 
back  to  their  original  color. 

80  Fortress  Road,  London,  N.  W. 
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RAILWAY  CORPORATIONS  AND  THEIR  DUTIES  TO  PERSONS 
INJURED  BY  ACCIDENTS. 


By  R.  M.  Swearingen,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 


[Read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  and  by  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Society  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  Society's  official 
organ,  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

THE  MEMBERS  of  a  railway  corporation  may  be  charitably 
disposed,  and  in  the  private  walks  of  life  may  perform 
many  generous  deeds;  but  when  acting  in  the  body  corporate 
they  attend  strictly  to  financial  affairs,  without  apparently  con- 
sidering the  moral  obligations  that  must  inevitably  fall  upon 
them. 

Their  superintendents  are  first-class  men,  with  splendid  busi- 
ness qualifications, — but  from  the  force  of  circumstances  they 
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acquire  the  habit  of  looking  at  all  things  from  a  standpoint'of 
profit  and  loss. 

These  corporations  employ  the  most  skillful  lawyers,  and  ex- 
pect them,  in  every  professional  act,  to  reflect,  not  the  will  of  a 
man,  or  men,  but  the  will  of  a  corporation. 

The  old  fashioned  scales  of  equity  used  in  the  ox-cart  days  for 
balancing  rights  and  wrongs,  are  thrown  aside  by  these  rigid  in- 
terpreters of  law,  and  the  voice  of  mercy  seems  lost  in  the  rattle 
of  wheels,  and  the  scream  of  engines. 

It  is  the  veriest  folly  for  any  one  to  bring  suit  against  a  rail- 
way corporation,  unless  his  claim  is  as  unanswerable  as  a  prom- 
issory note,  and  the  law  applicable  to  it  as  explicit  as  the  ten 
commandments.  Those  who  have  indulged  in  the  luxury  of  a 
lawsuit  without  these  essential  prerequisites,  are  generally  satis- 
fied with  the  one  experiment. 

Baffled  in  securing  their  rights,  taxed  by  the  courts  for  the 
valuable  information  given  in  the  school  of  experience — and  by 
their  own  lawyers  for  every  note  chanted  in  the  gamut  of  justice, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  these  victims  of  lawsuits,  and  their 
friends,  should  look  outside  of  court-ho7ises  for  ways  and  means  of 
redress,  and  that  the  strategy  of  war  suggested  the  combination 
of  forces. 

All  the  employes  of  these  giant  corporations,  believing  the 
law  inadequate  to  their  protection,  have  organized  into  secret 
aid  societies,  in  order  to  protect  each  other.  Engineers,  con- 
ductors, brakemen  and  Knights  of  I^abor  are  linked  together  for 
reciprocal  safety,  while  the  Farmers'  Alliance  looms  up  in  the 
background — a  kind  of  reserve  battle  ground  for  all  of  these 
combinations  to  rally  upon. 

That  unnamed  element  of  discord  between  poverty  and  wealth, 
between  labor  and  capital,  has  never  before  succeeded  in  having 
the  lines  so  sharply  drawn,  and  so  clearly  defined  as  now,  and 
they  present  subjects  worthy  of  the  profoundest  thought  of  every 
patriotic  citizen. 

Our  State  legislatures  have  been  flooded  with  bills  to  regulate 
these  colossal  powers, — some  of  them  so  damaging  to  railway  in- 
terests as  to  virtually  amount  to  confiscation, — and  they  were„ 
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and  always  ought  to  be,  defeated.  Other  bills  were  more  tem- 
perate and  just,  but  in  trying  to  embrace  the  whole  subject — to 
formulate,  as  it  were,  a  great  rule  by  which  to  solve  many  com- 
plex problems — they  signally  {failed  to  accomplish  anything. 

The  lessons  taught  by  these  failures  should  incline  the  legis- 
lative mind  to  easier  and  less  vulnerable  methods  of  reform. 
Whenever  an  evil  is  made  apparent,  correct  it  by  a  special  enact- 
ment, (and  thus  by  slow,  but  progressive  steps,  remedies  can  be 
more  successfully  applied.  Inspired  by  the  hope  of  promoting 
such  a'  policy,  your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  railway  corporations  to  persons  injured  by 
accidents. 

The  medical  departments  of  these  corporations  are  organized 
exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  employes.  The  hospital  fund  de- 
frays all  expenses,  and  it  is  made  from  a  monthly  tax  of  fifty 
centsj  [levied  upon  every  one  employed  by  the  company.  The 
system  is  a  masterly  creation!  a  kind  of  joint  stock  association, 
where  the  stockholders  have  no  vote  in  the  selection  of  officers, 
no  voice  as  to  the  manner  of  investments,  and  no  knowledge  of 
the  amounts  disbursed.  It  is,  however,  an  economic  institution, 
andjwhen  properly  administered  furnishes  comfortable  quarters 
and'skillful  surgeons  for  both  sick  and  wounded. 

As  might  be  expected,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  extensive 
enterprises,  incompetent  men  will  secure  positions,  and  either 
abuse  or  neglect  the  duties  confided  to  them.  For  instance,  the 
superintendent,  or  it  may  be,  some  official  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment, in  their  efforts  to  practice  a  questionable  economy,  very 
often  rush  injured  men  to  hospitals,  who  are  not  in  a  condition 
to  travel. 

I  can  recall  several  such  cases,  and  in  order  to  more  fully 
elaborate  the  position  taken,  will  report  one,  more  aggravated 
than  any  of  the  others,  but  no  more  illustrative  of  the  evil  com- 
plained of. 

About  five  years  ago,  a  section  hand  at  Manor  was  thrown 
from,  and  run  over,  by  a  hand-car. 

One  of  the  local  physicians,  a  conscientious  and  capable  sur- 
geon, was  at  once  called,  and  discovered  that  the  muscles  of  the 
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injured  man  near  to  and  parallel  with  the  spinal  column  were 
"badly  lacerated,  and  that  some  of  the  bones  of  the  column  were 
fractured.  The  doctor  promptly  gave  the  attention  and  services 
necessary  for  the  relief  of  his  patient,  but  realizing  that  under 
the  most  favorable  conditions  an  arduous  task  had  fallen  to  his 
lot,  asked  the  railway  agent  to  wire  the  superintendent  for  the 
special  authority  required  by  the  company  in  such  cases. 

The  message  was  sent,  but  in  place  of  instructions  for  the  doc- 
tor to  continue  in  charge,  an  imperative  order  was  given  the 
agent  to  send  the  man  on  first  train  to  the  Houston  Infirmary. 

I  have  no  information  as  to  who  gave  the  order  of  removal, 
but  as  it  was  obeyed  the  presumption  is  legitimate  that  it  came 
from  some  one  in  authority.  The  attending  surgeon  was  not 
even  notified  of  the  intention  to  remove  his  patient,  and,  of 
course,  had  no  opportunity  to  support  the  broken  back  by  splints 
or  plaster  dressing,  nor  to  protest  in  the  name  of  a  noble  profession 
against  such  barbarous  atrocity. 

As  might  have  been  anticipated  by  anyone  who  had  seen  the 
wrounded  man,  long  before  the  train  that  bore  him  reached  the 
destined  point,  death  in  mercy  came  to  his  relief. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  but  that  the  official  who  gave 
the  order  of  removal,  was  ignorant  of  the  man's  physical  condi- 
tion, and  honestly  believed  that  he  was  doing  the  best  thing  for 
him  that  could  be  done,  but  ignorance  offers  no  excuse  when 
positive  information  is  obtainable. 

It  was  his  ditty  to  know  the  exte?it  and  character  of  the  injury, 
before  sending  a  telegram  that  had  all  the  force,  the  consequences 
and  solemn  responsibilty  of  a  death  warrant. 

Medical  men  are  about  the  only  class  who  cannot,  at  any  and  all 
times,  refuse  to  work  when  called  upon.  The  lawyer,  preacher, 
mechanic  and  laborer  can,  without  offence,  decline  a  service  that 
dees  not  suit  him  !  But  when  crushed  and  mangled  humanity 
calls  for  help,  every  impulse  of  a  noble  nature  makes  the  call  ab- 
solutely compulsory.  At  such  times,  compensation  is  an  after- 
thought, and  it  is  only  regarded  as  a  far  off  possibility,  when 
those  of  us,  unconnected  with  corporations,  render  service  to  the 
victims  of  railway  accidents. 
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To  prevent  misunderstandings  and  delusive  hopes  upon  that 
material  point,  the  superintendent  of  the  Houston  and  Texas 
Central,  and  probably  other  superintendents  in  the  State,  have 
issued  special  orders  :  That  no  bills  for  set  vices  re?ide?ed  to  those 
injured  by  taihoad  accidents  will  be  paid,  imless  explicit  authority 
be  given  in  each  case  to  the  perso?i  rendering  the  set  vice,  or  words 
to  that  effect.  There  is  a  steel-clad  ring,  a  miserable  selfishness, 
and  a  cold-blooded  inhumanity  about  such  orders  that  must  be 
reflected  upon,  to  be  properly  appreciated.  It  means,  that  any 
one,  when  hurt  by  their  trains,  must  be  patient  in  suffering  until 
the  circumstances  of  the  injury  are  cautiously  looked  into,  and 
then,  if  these  high  officials  think  the  party  injured  worthy  of 
consideration,  they  will,  in  their  own  way,  give  the  needful  help; 
if  not  worthy  of  consideration,  if  a  poor  tramp,  or  some  money- 
less unknown,  then  the  but  den  of  caring  for  him  must  fall  upon 
other  shoutde?  s. 

An  accident  occurred  in  this  city,  a  few  weeks  ago,  that  enabled 
me  to  comprehend,  as  above  indicated,  that  special  orde?  /  and  the 
subsequent  history  of  the  case  suggested  the  writing  of  this  ar- 
ticle. 

On  the  morning  of  August  19,  one  Peblo  Mora  was  run  over 
by  an  engine  of  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany near  the  union  depot. 

Peblo  Mora  was  an  old  Mexican,  nearly  blind,  without  wife  or 
children,  or  any  one  who  could  sue  for  damages.  He  was  struck 
as  he  crossed  the  track  on  Colorado  street,  by  the  tender  of  the 
engine.  The  engineer  was  backing,  and  could  not,  or  did  not 
see  the  old  man,  who  was  on  a  street  crossing,  a  place  where  he 
not  only  had  a  right  to  be,  but  a  place  where  some  one  at  all 
times  might  be  expected  to  be. 

It  was  clearly  the  duty  of  the  road  management  to  have  had  a 
guard  or  guards  at  that  time  and  place,  to  walk  in  front  of  ad- 
vancing, and  particularly  in  front  of  backing  trains,  to  prevent 
such  accidents;  and  in  the  absence  of  such  customary  precau- 
tions, the  accident  was  the  immediate  result  of  wilful  neglect. 
The  engineer  and  local  agents  seemed  to  regret  the  casualty,  and 
would  have  gladly  rendered  assistance,  but  they  had  no  author- 
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ity  to  do  so,  and  the  old  man,  with  crushed  and  bleeding  feet, 
was  left  to  the  mercy  of  those  who  had  no  connection  with  the 
injured,  or  with  those  inflicting  the  injury.  A  chance  acquaint- 
ance had  the  wounded  man  removed  to  his  cabin  near  by,  and 
physicians  of  this  place  amputated  the  right  leg,  and  performed 
Chopart's  operation  on  the  left  foot.  Notwithstanding  the  care- 
ful attention  given,  his  death  occurred  on  the  third  day  after  the 
accident.  The  city  authorities  had  his  remains  decently  interred 
— and  the  life,  the  history  and  the  tragic  death  of  Peblo  Mora 
will  soon  pass  from  the  memory  of  men !  But  humble  and  friend- 
less though  he  was,  if  there  is,  as  we  are  told,  a  faultless  and  in- 
corruptible Tribunal  beyond  the  grave,  some  one  will  there  be 
arraigned  for  his  cruel  and  inexcusable  homicide. 

A  few  days  after  the  occurrences  above  narrated,  I  addressed 
to  a  prominent  official  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Central, 
an  inquiry  as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  order  to  get  some  com- 
pensation for  the  money  actually  expended,  and  for  the  surgical 
services  rendered  by  the  doctors  participating  in  the  operation; 
and,  as  was  expected,  I  received  the  prompt  and  laconic  answer, 
that  the  General  Superintendent  of  the  H.  &  T.  C.  Railway  Co. 
says,  "that  the  company  is  not  responsible  for  the  injury  done 
the  Mexican,  Peblo  Mora,  nor  for  the  bills  of  his  medical  attend- 
ants. "  Even  the  burial  expenses  were  repudiated,  and  the  pub- 
lic money  of  the  city  was  used  to -find  a  last  resting  place  for  the 
unfortunate  man. 

Had  the  injury  occurred  in  a  great  wreck,  where  the  eyes  of 
the  nation  watched  every  painful  incident  connected  with  it, 
where  the  newspaper  men  were  ready  to  turn  their  guns  upon 
those  who  failed  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  hour,  where  visions 
of  damage  suits  appeared  in  the  distance,  we  would  have  read, 
the  day  after  the  accident,  how  promptly  surgeons  had  been 
summoned  to  care  for  even  this  stranger  in  a  foreign  land. 

If  a  horse,  or  a  cow,  had  been  so  killed  on  the  streets  of  Austin, 
our  city  authorities  could  have  compelled  its  removal  by  the  rail- 
way officials.  As  it  was  only  a  friendless  man,  the  corporation 
was  not  disturbed  by  the  trifling  episode. 

If  a  private  citizen  had  driven  his  wagon  or  carriage  over  that 
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old  Mexican,  and  had  left  him,  with  broken  limbs,  to  die  in  the 
street,  and  had  not  at  the  time  of  injury,  nor  afterward,  mani- 
fested the  least  interest  in  his  fate;  had  refused  to  contribute  one 
cent  towards  his  comfort  while  living,  or  to  the  burial  expenses 
when  dead,  what  would  this  community,  or  any  other  civilized 
community,  have  thought  and  said  about  it?  Every  tongue 
would  have  pronounced  the  perpetrator  a  miserable  brute!  And 
yet,  a  corporation  worth  millions  of  dollars  can  fill  out  all  those 
conditions  without  incurring  either  pecuniary  loss  or  public  con- 
demnation. 

If  it  is  right  to  permit  these  giant  corporations  to  thus  impose 
upon  benevolent  people  and  upon  city  and  county  authorities, 
there  is  no  need  for  statutory  enactments;  if  it  is  not  right,  our 
law-makers  should  breathe  into  their  inanimate  corporate  bodies 
legal  souls  that  would  make  them  respond,  as  mortals  do, 
to  cries  of  pity  and  distress. 

The  medical  men  of  Texas  necessarily  see  more  of  this  railway 
injustice  than  others  do,  and  upon  them  must  devolve  the  duty 
of  making  a  brave  effort  to  correct  it.  We  can  urge  upon  our 
representatives,  our  senators,  and  upon  our  chief  executive,  the 
necessity  of  a  law,  compelling  railway  corporations  to  pro?nptly 
make  comf 01  table  provision  for  those  injured  by  accide?its,  and  to 
make  said  co?porations pay  all  reasonable  expenses  that  legitimately 
follow  such  injuries.  Some  few  roads  in  this  State,  voluntarily 
perform,  to  a  humane  extent  at  least,  the  very  obligations  herein 
suggested.  By  such  a  law,  corporations  disposed  to  do  right 
would  not  be  wronged,  and  corporations  disposed  to  do  wrong 
could  be  made  to  do  right. 

It  could  in  no  light  be  regarded  as  class  legislation,  nor  a  com- 
munistic infringement  upon  the  rights  of  the  rich;  but  a  shield 
of  protection  that  all  governments  should  extend  to  their  help- 
less and  unfortunate  subjects. 
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PUERPERAL  ECLAMPSIA. 


By  Wm,  P.  Fleming,  M.  D.,  Georgetown,  Texas. 


Read  before  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  September  20,  188S. 


~^T~0  MORE  fruitful  topic  for  research,  and  hardly  one  more 
_L.NI  difficult,  could  be  proposed  than  eclampsia.  As  respects 
etiology,  eclampsia  is  the  most  theoretical  of  all  diseases,  deriva- 
tively speaking,  the  term  is  applicable  to  but  a  single  one  of  the 
many  phenomena  which  it  is  made  to  cover  ;  usage  has  also  re- 
stricted it  to  such  phenomena  occurring  in  women  during  puer- 
perium. 

Puerperal  eclamsia  has,  by  different  writers,  been  divided  into 
several  varieties,  as  hysterical,  epileptic,  appoplectic,  anaemic  and 
peculiar  puerperal  convulsions;  to  the  latter  the  term  eclampsia 
having  been  applied.  High  authority  denies  the  practicability 
of  this  division.  The  apoplectic  is  always  accompanied  by  ser- 
ous infiltration  of  the  tissues  and  oedema,  with  symptoms  of 
toxaemia,  from  absorption  of  uric  acid  ;  temperature  101  to  105. 
The  patient  is  always  attacked  before,  or  during,  and  never 
after  labor. 

The  hysteric  form  is  always  preceded  by  hemicrania,  and  is 
more  frequently  the  result  of  mental  excitement,  anxiety  and  de- 
pression.   The  attack  occurs  during  or  soon  after  confinement. 

In  the  anaemic  the  secretions  are  normal ;  no  oedema,  temper- 
ature generally  below  normal ;  yet  this  form  is  attended  by  the 
highest  mortality. 

Modern  pathology  has  modified  the  ideas  of  the  profession. 
Cerebral  congestion  seemed  at  one  time  the  accepted  and  always 
sufficient  cause.  It  has  not  been  thirty  years  since  attention  was 
first  called  to  the  association  of  albuminuria  with  pregnancy. 
Next  the  analogy  between  puerperal  and  uraemic  convulsions  was 
arrived  at.  But  uraemia  is  not  now  recognised  as  explaining  all 
cases,  not  even  all  cases  of  fetal  convulsions. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  there  are  a  number  of  morbid  pro- 
cesses operating  conjointly,  sometimes  one,  sometimes  another 
process  becoming  the  most  efficient  cause.    Let  us,  however,  see 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


193 


in  what  respect  the  pregnant  or  puerperal  individual  differs  from 
the  same  individual  non-pregnant.  First,  in  reference  to  the 
circulatory  fluid.  Physiologists  tell  us,  that  the  modifications  in 
this  consists  in  a  lowered  specific  gravity,  an  increased  amount 
of  water,  an  increase  in  the  entire  bulk  of  blood,  an  increase  in 
white  blood  corpuscles,  an  increase  in  urea  and  in  fibrin,  a  de- 
ficiency in  albumen  ;  also,  the  disturbance  in  respiration  permits 
the  retention  in  the  blood  of  more  than  the  normal  amount  of 
carbonic  acid.  There  is,  in  other  words,  a  plethora,  a  fullness  of 
the  entire  vascular  system,  but  a  plethora  of  hydraemic  blood, 
with  a  deficiency  in  those  elements  destined  for  nutrition,  and 
a  superabundance  of  these  elements  representative  of  retrograde 
tissues  metamorphosed  as  urea  and  fibrin  and  carbonic  acid.  As- 
sociated with  blood  alteration,  there  is  an  increase  in  the  propel- 
ling force  of  the  heart ;  an  increased  vascular  tension  incident  to 
a  hypertrophied  condition  of  the  walls  of  the  left  ventricle  ;  this 
hypertrophy  being  an  accompaniment  of  probably  every  case  of 
advanced  pregnancy.  This  vascular  tension  is,  of  course,  great- 
ly increased  during  the  powerful  muscular  efforts  of  delivery. 
Again,  the  nervous  system  undergoes  a  modification  apart  from 
its  disturbed  nutrition.  This  entire  system  is  doubtless  brought 
into  more  intimate  relationship  with  the  uterine  system  ; 
especially  is  this  the  case,  if,  as  Mr.  Lee  states,  "There  are  gang- 
lia developed  in  the  gravid  uterus,  ganglia,  which  cannot  be  dis- 
covered in  the  non-pregnant  womb."  Let  us  add  to  these  the 
mechanical  interference  with  the  abdominal  circulation  occasioned 
by  the  enlarged  uterus.  These  various  conditions  are  sufficient 
to  occasion  convulsions,  especially  if  decided  in  degree,  but  more 
especially,  if  more  immediately  determining  causes  are  co-oper- 
ating. The  low  specific  gravity  of  the  blood,  its  increased 
amount,  and  the  increased  force  with  which  it  is  driven  through 
the  vessels,  all  co-operate  in  greatly  increasing  the  process  of 
exosmosis.  This  is  evinced  in  the  tendency  to  general  anasarca. 
The  intra-cranial  tissues  partake  of  this  general  condition,  and 
there  is  at  first  an  engorged  state  of  their  blood-vessels,  then,  by 
the  increased  exosmosis,  an  oedema  of  the  brain  tissue  occurs. 
If  this  oedema  is  marked  at  the  central  portion,  or  the  base  of  the 


'94 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


brain,  then  convulsions  may  be  occasioned,  especially  if  to  this 
state  of  oedema  is  added  an  irritable  condition  of  the  brain  centre 
incident  to  perverted  nutrition,  and  if,  also,  this  increased  in- 
trinsic irritability  is  agravated  by  irritation  reflected  from  the 
peculiarly  sensitive  uterine  nerves,  or  even  if  this  reflected  irri- 
tation originates  in  some  part  not  included  in  the  generative  or- 
gans, or  it  may  be  that  emotional  or  atmospheric  disturbances 
become  the  superadded  cause. 

But  ninety  per  cent,  of  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions  are 
associated  with  albuminuria.  The  result  is  an  aggravation  of 
that  condition  of  the  S}'stem  which  exists  in  the  pregnant  woman 
without  albuminuria.  There  is  further  decrease  in  the  highly 
nutritious  elements  of  the  blood's  specific  gravity,  a  further  in- 
crease in  the  already  abnormal  amount  of  urea.  Uraemia  be- 
comes now  the  most  active  agent  in  the  causation  of  the  con- 
vulsions, but  it  is  not  acting  alone,  it  is  only  the  most  promi- 
nent of  the  different  etiological  conditions;  the  albuminuria  is 
itself,  probably,  but  the  result  mainly  of  the  disturbance  in  the 
relationships  of  the  nutritive  functions,  a  disturbance  incident  to 
the  altered  character  of  the  circulator}'  fluid.  Whether  the  in- 
creased amount  of  fibrine  is  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in 
the  production  of  the  convulsions,  has  not,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  been  considered  by  writers  on  this  subject;  yet 
if  we  accept  as  conclusive  the  investigations  of  recent  physiolo- 
gists, fibrine  like  urea  is  a  representative  of  broken  down  tissue, 
and  is  an  effete  material,  destined  to  be  eliminated  from  the  sys- 
tem. If  effete,  its  presence  in  the  blood  in  abnormal  amounts 
must  prove  deleterious,  and  may  probably  be  concerned,  indi- 
rectly or  directly,  in  the  production  of  convulsions.  Further 
pathology  must  determine  this  point  for  us. 

In  addition  to  the  altered  state  of  the  blood  that  I  have  al- 
ready referred  to,  must  be  included,  as  an  additional  cause,  sep- 
ticaemia and  p3raemia. 

In  my  experience  of  eclampsia  in  the  puerperal  state,  I  have 
observed  the  following  facts: 

i.  There  has  always  been  albuminuria,  or,  more  strictly  speak- 
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ing,  uraemia,  although  undiscovered,  from  ilack  of  thoroughness 
in  examination. 

2.  In  a  majority,  the  convulsive  seizures  occur  between  the 
fifth  and  seventh  months  of  utero-gestation. 

3.  That  a  firm  fibre  with  an  a  diposetemperament  are  the  class 
a  ptiori,  in  which  we  would  most  frequently  expect  convulsions. 

4.  When  setting  in  after  labor,  with  complete,  or  nearly  com- 
plete, suppression  of  urine,  death  is  inevitable. 

5.  As  a  nearly  exceptionless  rule,  when  labor  has  declared 
itself,  empty  the  uterus  as  soon  as  practicable,  no  matter  at  what 
period  of  pregnancy  occurring. 

6.  When  there  is  no  declared  action  of  the  womb,  refrain  from 
interference,  unless  at  full  term,  when,  if  convulsions  persist, 
empty  the  uterus. 

7.  Almost  always,  when  occurring  prior  to  full  term,  the  life 
of  the  foetus  is  destroyed;  occasionally  this  happens  at  full 
term:  these  results  being  due  to  convulsions,  or  blood-poisoning 
to  the  foetus,  or  both. 

8.  When  conditions  are  favorable,  extract  blood  largely. 

9.  Chloroform  must  always  be  an  adjuvant  to  venesection,  or, 
when  the  former  is  not  practicable,  give  to  control  fits. 

10.  The  use  of  some  free  evacuant  to  bowels,  skin  and  kidneys 
is  most  imperatively  demanded,  the  object  being,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, to  unload  the  blood  of  the  poisonous  principles — the  ele- 
ments of  the  urine. 

There  is  no  more  frightful  accident  that  can  befall  the  partu- 
rient woman  than  eclampsia.  It  is  a  moment  when  the  weak- 
ness of  humanity  cries  loudest  for  aid.  All  around  are  in  con- 
fusion and  terror,  while  none  but  the  accoucheur  himself  is  cool 
and  self-possessed,  and  it  is  only  experience  and  an  innate  con- 
sciousness of  his  ability  to  cope  with  the  malady  that  can  give 
him  a  steady  hand. 

The  peculiar  interest  that  has  always  invested  diseases  of 
marked  fatality  is  nowhere  more  conspicious  than  in  the  subject 
under  consideration.  Its  importance,  together  with  a  successful 
issue  of  the  case,  I  hope  will  be  deemed  a  sufficient  apology  for 
this  paper. 
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HYSTERECTOMY  FOR  MALIGNANT  DISEASES  OF  THE  UTERUS, 


By  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Wathen,  of  L/xjisvilxe. 


[Abstract  of  a  paper  read  in  the  American  Association  of  Obstetricians  and 
Gynecologists  at  Washington,  D.  C,  September  20,  1888,  and  contributed 
to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  by  the  author.] 

HYSTERECTOMY  for  malignant  diseases  of  the  uterus  was 
done  by  Freund  in  1878,  and  is  now  a  recognized  opera- 
tion by  nearly  all  learned  gynecologists.  He  removed  the  uterus 
through  the  abdomen,  but  the  mortality  was  so  great  that  this 
means  of  operating  is  no  longer  approved  of  except  in  a  few 
cases  where  it  is  not  possible  or  practicable  to  remove  it  through 
the  vagina.  In  the  abdominal  method  the  mortality  was  72  per 
cent.,  but  it  has  been  reduced  by  the  vaginal  method,  in  the 
practice  of  a  few  expert  operators,  to  8  or  10  per  cent,  and  in  a 
collection  of  3 1 1  cases,  operated  on  by  Fritsch,  Leopold,  Als- 
hausen,  Schroeder,  Staude  and  Martin,  the  mortality  is  only  15:1 
per  cent.  Martin  in  fifty-five  consecutive  cases,  had  a  mortality 
of  about  9  per  cent.  Fritsch  in  twenty-four  consecutive  cases 
had  a  mortality  of  about  8  per  cent. ,  and  Staude  operated  suc- 
cessfully in  sixteen  consecutive  cases.  As  the  operation  is  in  its 
infancy,  we  may  expect  better  results  when  experience  teaches 
us  more  exact  indications  for  its  performance,  and  a  more  perfect 
technique  in  the  details  of  the  operation  and  the  after  manage- 
ment of  the  case.  In  the  operation  for  high  excission  of  the  cer- 
vix the  mortality  is  7.4  per  cent,  and  by  this  operation  it  is  im- 
possible to  know  if  we  have  removed  all  the  tissues  involved  in 
the  malignant  growth,  as  the  disease  may  have  extended  high 
up  the  endometrium,  or  in  the  parenchyma  of  the  body.  Nor  is 
it  alwaj^s  possible  to  do  so  by  subjecting  the  tissue  to  a  microscop- 
ical examination,  and  never  possible  except  the  examination  be 
conducted  by  a  microscopist  experienced  in  such  matters. 

The  subsequent  results  are  better  after  total  extirpation  than 
after  supravaginal  excission.  Of  course  high  amputation  should 
not  be  performed  where  the  endometrium  or  the  parenchyma  of 
body  or  fundus  is  primarily  or  secondarily  involved.    The  dis- 
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-ease  may  extend  from  the  neck  to  the  body  and  remain  there  for 
some  time  without  empoisoning  the  system,  or  involving  the 
structures  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  the  uterus. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  gynecologists  who  deny  that  hyster- 
ectomy for  cancer  is  a  justifiable  operation,  among  whom  is  Dr. 
A.  Reeves  Jackson,  of  Chicago,  who  read  a  learned  paper  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress  to 
show  that  the  operation  had  destroyed  nearly  300  years  of  human 
life.  This  is  a  fearful  exhibit,  but  statistics  are  often  unreliable, 
and  in  many  of  these  cases  the  disease  had  doubtless  extended 
beyond  the  uterus,  so  that  the  operation  was  contradicted  ;  but 
experience  will  guide  us  more  correctly  in  the  future,  and  results 
will  be  better.  Kuester,  at  the  meeting  of  the  German  Surgical 
Association,  in  1883,  reported  778  cases  of  removal  of  the  can- 
cerous breast,  with  a  mortality  of  15.6  per  cent.,  5  per  cent, 
greater  than  the  general  average  mortality  following  total  extir- 
pation of  the  uterus,  but  is  there  a  distinguished  surgeon  who 
would  hesitate  to  amputate  the  breast  |where  the  diagnosis  of 
cancer  is  made  before  the  disease  has  manifestly  infected  the  sys- 
tem. If  we  recognize  cancer  as  primarily  local  in  its  origin,  and 
becoming  constitutional  secondarily  by  extension,  then  the  cor- 
rect treatment  is  to  remove,  if  possible,  all  the  involved  tissues  if 
it  can  be  done  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  safety.  With  few  ex- 
ceptions this  can  be  done  in  cancer  of  the  uterus  by  total  extir- 
pation only.  But  if  the  disease  has  extended  to  any  structure 
•outside  of  the  uterus,  peritoneal,  cellular  or  glandular,  or  if  there 
is  any  systemic  infection,  then  the  operation  is  positively  contra- 
indicated,  and  no  one  but  a  pseudo-gynecologist,  ignorant  of  the 
disease,  and  of  the  technique  of  the  operation  for  its  removal, 
would  attempt  it. 

Unfortunately,  the  popular  craze  in  this  country  and  in  Europe 
to  do  abdominal  surgery,  and  to  record  abdominal  sections,  has 
included  in  its  grasp  vaginal  hysterectomy  as  well,  and  these 
operations  are  now  being  attempted  by  men  who  are  not  fitted 
I  for  such  work,  the  result  being  a  fearful  mortality,  because  the 
operator  knows  neither  when  the  operation  is  indicated  nor  how  to 
perform  it. 

. 
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I  have  known  of  some  sad  examples  of  this  in  my  own  obser- 
vation. It  is  positively  criminal  for  any  one  to  attempt  to  extir- 
pate a  cancerous  uterus,  or  to  do  pelvic  or  abdominal  surgery  until 
he  learns  the  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathology  of  the  pelvic 
and  abdominal  structures,  and  knows  how  to  make  a  correct 
diagnosis  where  it  is  possible  to  do  so;  he  should  also  know  the 
general  principles  and  the  details  of  the  most  approved  technique 
for  such  operations.  It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  observe  that  the 
progressive  medical  mind  has  taken  cognizance  of  this  abuse  and 
in  the  future  the  general  practitioner  will  be  more  careful  in  the 
selection  of  a  proper  person  to  whom  he  may  refer  such  patients. 
These  operations  are  among  the  most  heroic  and  dangerous  in 
surgery,  and  should  not  be  done  except  by  a  person  who  has  de- 
voted much  time  and  careful  attention  to  all  the  theoretical  and 
pratical  details  relating  to  this  subject. 

The  so-called  gynecologist  who  proposes  to  do  work  for  which 
he  has  made  no  preparation,  and  for  which  he  has  but  little  apti- 
tude, is  controlled  more  by  a  desire  to  advance  his  personal  inter- 
ests than  to  do  the  best  thing  for  his  patients,  hence  he  attempts 
operations  that  the  scientific  gynecologist  will  not  perform  be- 
cause he  knows  they  are  positively  contra-indicated  and  will  re- 
sult in  injury  to,  and  probably  death  of  the  woman.  It  is  by  no 
means  an  easy  matter  to  decide  when  the  operation  is  indicated, 
for  we  are  often  unable  to  say  that  the  disease  is  malignant,  or 
how  far  it  has  extended.  Unfortunately  many  practitioners  fail 
to  note  the  early  symptoms  of  cancer  and  when  the  woman  is  re- 
ferred to  the  specialist  the  disease  has  extended  so  far  that  it  can- 
not be  removed. 

No  effort  should  be  made  to  extirpate  the  uterus  if  there  is  the 
least  evidence  of  cancerous  cachexia  and  if  in  a  careful  physical 
examination  any  structure  outside  of  the  uterus  in  the  pelvic 
cavity  is  at  all  infected.  In  every  case  when  the  diagnosis  is  not 
complete  by  a  complete  physical  examination  of  the  patient,  part 
of  the  growth  should  be  excised  and  carefully  examined  by  a 
learned  and  an  experienced  microscopist,  whose  opinion  will  |d 
much  to  aid  us  in  deciding  upon  the  propriety  of  an  operation 
But  the  microscopist  can  not  always  differentiate  between  a  be 
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nign  growth  and  cancer.  He  knows  that  diseased  cervices  are 
more  liable  to  cancer  than  sound  ones,  but  can  scarcely  distin- 
guish between  the  "heterologous  glandular  development  in- 
vading new  tissues  with  reduplication  and  proliferation  of  epi- 
thelium external  to  the  contiguous  basement  membrane  of  the 
glands,  and  a  cancerous  degeneration,  where  the  cells,  breaking 
through  into  the  lumin  of  the  glands,  grow  inward,  forming 
vSolid  plugs  or  process  instead  of  hollow  tubes  or  acini."  The 
transition  of  glandular  erosion  into  cancer  is  often  so  insiduous 
that  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  decide  just  when  the  change  oc- 
curs. Nor  is  it  positively  shown  that  cancer  always  originates  in 
the  new-formed  glands;  the  cervix  may  be  infiltrated  as  a  "car- 
cino-sarcoma,  an  aggregation  of  small  cells,  lying  in  masses, 
more  or  less  completely  separated  by  partitions  of  connective  tis- 
sue," with  no  direct  connection  with  the  epithelium  or  the  glands. 
Probably  the  following  conclusions  of  Fuerst  are  about  as  re- 
liable as  any  we  have  seen,  viz. : 

1.  "Adenoma  uteri  simplex,  or  simple  glandular  hyperplasia, 
in  which  the  uterine  glands  are  increased  in  number  and  en- 
larged, but  still  preserve  their  typical  character  in  structure  and 
as  to  their  epithelial  covering — in  which  also,  the  interstitial  tis- 
sue is  compressed,  though  there  is  no  evidence  of  extraordinary 
cell  proliferation — must  be  regarded  as  benign.  It  is  not  ad- 
visable, however,  to  treat  this  condition  by  curettement,  applica- 
tion of  caustic  substances,  and  similar  means,  but  by  excission, 
for  the  new  growth  tends  to  malignant  degeneration." 

2.  "Adenoma  uteri-suspectum,  or  destructive  glandular  hy- 
perplasia, which,  whether  it  is  localized  or  diffuse,  shows  a  new 
formation  of  atypical  gland  tubes,  together  with  more  or  fewer 
normal  glands  imbedded  in  connective  tissue,  which  is  rich  in 
cells — which  also  shows  an  increase  in  the  gland  epithelium  and 
a  tendency  to  proliferation  in  its  lower  portions — must  be  re- 
garded as  a  suspicious  condition,  and  inclined  to  malignancy, 
even  in  cases  where  no  solid  processes  are  demonstrable.  In  such 
cases  excission  will  not  suffice,  but  the  uterus  should  be  extirpa- 
ted as  soon  as  possible,  the  prognosis  with  reference  to  radical 
cure  being  good." 
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3.  "Adeno  carcinoma  uteri,  in  which  the  typical  gland  for- 
mations have  almost  entirely  disappeared,  and  in  which  we  find 
epithelial  infiltration  and  cancer  processes  in  a  foundation  which 
is  rich  in  cells,  is  absolutely  malignant  in  character.  Even  if 
the  uterus  is  extirpated  the  prognosis  as  to  radical  cure  is  not 
good,  for  the  chances  of  being  able  to  extend  the  section  into 
healthy  tissue  are  poor,  hence  the  treatment  can  only  be  palla- 
tive  for  the  greater  number  of  cases. 

4.  "The  clinical  symptoms  in  connection  with  cervix  ade- 
noma, are  of  less  value  in  determining  as  to  operative  procedures 
than  the  result  of  the  pathologico-anatomical  examination.  As 
early  an  examination  as  possible  of  an  excised  portion  of  ihe 
mucous  membrane  is  therefore  imperative." 

Asepsis,  or  perfect  surgical  cleanliness,  should  be  enforced  in 
every  detail  of  the  operation.  The  operation  should  not  be  per- 
formed until  the  bowels  are  well  moved  and  the  woman  has 
washed  her  entire  person  in  a  bath  of  hot  water  and  pure  soap. 
Two  gallons  of  hot  water  should  be  injected  into  the  vagina  just 
before  the  operation. 

Weak  solutions  of  disinfectants  may  be  used,  but  I  doubt  their 
efficacy.  The  woman  should  be  placed  on  her  back,  and  when 
under  an  influence  of  an  anaesthetic,  the  uterus  should  be  drawn 
through  the  vulva  and  separated  with  the  scissors  or  knife  from 
its  vaginal  attachment,  being  careful  not  to  wound  the  bladder  or 
to  cut  the  uterine  artery-  After  separating  the  uterus  from  its 
anterior  and  posterior  attachments,  carefully  avoiding  the  blad- 
der, uterus  or  rectum,  long-catch  forceps,  such  as  I  have  devised, 
or  such  as  are  used  by  other  operators,  should  be  fastened  on 
each  of  the  broad  ligaments,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  blood  supply  to 
the  uterus.  The  uterus  may  then  be  separated  from  the  broad 
ligaments  with  the  scissors  or  knife.  This  may  be  done  without 
retroverting  or  anteverting  it.  No  sutures  are  usually  needed. 
If  there  is  any  considerable  hemorrhage  from  the  cut  edges  of 
the  vagina,  it  can  be  readily  controlled  by  applying  small  catch- 
forceps,  and,  if  necessary,  leaving  them  in  position.  If  it  is  de- 
sirable to  bring  together  the  peritoneal  edges  of  the  vaginal 
opening,  this  may  be  done  by  holding  the  anterior  and  posterior 
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edges  in  apposition  by  catch-forceps.  The  smaller  forceps  may 
be  left  in  position  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  larger  ones,  in- 
cluding the  broad  ligaments,  may  be  removed  in  forty-eight 
hours.  By  this  means  the  uterus  may  be  extirpated  in  less  than  half 
the  time  consumed  in  operating  after  the  fashion  of  Shroeder  and 
Martin,  and  the  loss  of  blood  should  be  too  insignificant  to  be  an 
important  factor.  But  no  one  should  attempt  this  operation  un- 
til he  is  prepared  and  equipped  to  meet  any  emergency  that  may 
■possibly  arise. 


CLINICAL  NOTES  ON  G  ALT  AN  ISM. 


ByC.  M.  Ramsdell,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lampasas,  Texas. 


[Read  in  Section  of  Electro-Therapeutics  at  the  Galveston  Meeting  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association.  Published  by  authority  of  the  writer.] 

THE  CASE  BOOK  of  the  country  doctor  cannot  be  expected 
to  furnish  material  for  an  elaborate  article  on  electro- 
therapeutics, nor  does  the  writer  wish,  even  were  he  able  to  do 
so,  to  theorize  upon  the  workings  of  electricity  in  the  various 
forms  in  which  it  is  used  in  medicine;  but  he  submits  the  follow- 
ing report  of  cases,  in  the  hope  that  the  record  may  prove  ser- 
viceable to  some  of  those  who  read  it. 

Case  i. — Mrs.  Mary  S.,  a  farmer's  wife,  aet  30,  a  healthy 
looking  woman,  mother  of  five  children.  She  complained  of 
weakness  in  the  back  with  severe  pains  in  the  stomach,  worse 
during  the  day-time;  the  latter  symptom  being  her  principal 
trouble.  Her  former  physicians  had  given  her  various  drugs  for 
the  stomach  trouble,  but  without  effect.  Careful  questioning  and 
examinations  failing  to  discover  anything  wrong  with  the  digest- 
ive organs  except  the  one  symptom  of  pain,  I  turned  my  atten- 
tion elsewhere  and  soon  found  marked  tenderness  on  pressure 
over  the  last  three  dorsal  and  first  lumbar  vertebrae.  She  then 
told  me  that  she  had  a  fall  from  her  horse  some  months  before, 
which  had  laid  her  up  for  a  few  days  with  a  lame  back,  and  that 
her  stomach  had  never  troubled  her  before  that  time.  Rest  in 
"bed  was  enjoined,  a  moderately  strong  current  from  a  Kidder  Tip 
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Battery  used  daily,  half  an  hour  at  a  time,  for  twelve  days.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  the  pains  in  the  stomach  had  disappeared, 
and  the  tenderness  in  the  spine  was  so  far  relieved  that  the  pa- 
tient was  allowed  to  leave  her  bed  for  a  part  of  each  day,  but  the 
daily  use  oT  the  battery  was  continued  a  week  longer  and  its  ap- 
plications every  twro  or  three  days  for  a  month.  A  perfect  recov- 
ery took  place  without  a  single  dose  of  any  kind  of  drug.  In 
this  case  the  positive  electrode  wras  placed  upon  the  spine  over 
the  affected  part  and  the  negative  over  the  epigastrium. 

Case  ii. — Miss  Jennie  H.,  a  dressmaker,  aged  27,  of  large 
frame,  but  spare,  and  in  poor  health  generally.  This  young  lady 
was  subject  to  severe  head-aches,  apparently  of  nervous  origin. 
A  mild,  continuous  current  directed  latterally  from  temple  to 
temple  and,  sometimes,  from  the  forehead  to  the  nape  of  the  neck, 
nearly  always  gave  complete  relief  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 
When  used  in  the  last  named  direction  an  electrode  ending  in  a 
flat,  metallic  disc  was  placed  on  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  the 
forehead  stroked  with  a  large  sponge-electrode. 

Case  hi. — Judy  S.,  colored,  a  nurse,  aged  40,  the  mother  of 
seven  children.  Two  years  after  her  last  child  was  born — four 
months  previous  to  consulting  me — she  noticed  a  difficulty  in 
menstruation,  the  flow  seeming  to  be  retarded,  and  she  suffered 
pain,  a  thing  before  unknown  to  her  on  such  occasions.  Each 
monthly  period  after  that  became  the  occasion  of  increasing  pain 
until  at  the  last  it  became  so  intense  as  to  cause  her  to  seek  med- 
ical aid.  Examination  disclosed  a  tumor  which  I  diagnosed  as 
an  intra-uterine  fibroid,  apparently  as  large  as  a  small  orange, 
which  seemed  to  act  like  a  ball-valve,  occluding  the  neck  of  the 
uterus.  Its  point  of  attachment  I  did  not  discover.  Without 
any  well-defined  idea  of  what  I  expected  to  accomplish,  I  sub- 
jected her  daily  and  sometimes  twice  a  day  to  strong,  interrupted 
currents  from  the  tip  batter)-,  one  electrode,  the  negative,  being 
passed  up  the  uterine  canal  till  it  touched  the  tumor,  the  other 
being  applied  to  the  spine  in  the  lumbar  regions.  At  first  but 
little  effect  was  seen,  but  after  a  few  sittings  strong  contractions 
began  to  be  felt  as  soon  as  the  current  was  used,  and  on  the 
eleventh  day,  the  os  having  been  quite  patulous  when  the  elec- 
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trode  was  introduced,  the  contractions  forced  the  fibroid  out  into 
the  vagina,  where  it  remained  hanging  by  a  slender  pedicle.  Im- 
provising an  ecrasseur  with  a  loop  of  slender  brass  wire  which  I 
had  bought  to  snare  fish  with,  and  a  piece  of  brass  tubing,  I 
soon  removed  the  tumor.  The  patient  had  no  more  dys- 
menorrhcea. 

Case  iv. — J.  A.  R.,  a  cattle  raiser,  aged  57.  This  gentleman, 
the  writer's  father,  had  suffered  with  a  lame  back  for  several 
years,  the  result  of  repeated  falls  from  horses  and  of  over  work. 
Crossing  the  Colorado  during  a  rise,  his  horse  fell  with  him, 
wetting  him  completely.  He  rode  eight  miles  before  reaching 
shelter,  a  norther  blowing,  and  the  result  was  that  he  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed  during  a  large  part  of  the  winter.  When  able 
to  be  on  his  feet  again  he  engaged  in  hard  work,  such  as  felling 
trees,  digging  wells,  etc.,  against  medical  advice,  with  the  result 
that  the  next  winter  he  took  his  bed,  not  to  leave  it  again  for 
nearly  three  years.  His  symptoms  were  severe  pains  in  the 
lumbar  region  and  along  the  sciatic  nerves;  persistent  wakeful- 
ness, even  when  the  pain  was  relieved  by  opiates,  and  intense 
nervous  excitement,  particularly  in  the  lower  extremeties. 
During  the  first  winter  little  medicine  was  given,  the  pain  being 
relieved  by  immersion  in  hot  water,  a  bathtub  having  been  pro- 
vided in  which  the  patient's  whole  body  could  be  immersed. 
After  several  months,  a  tumor  was  discovered  over  the  last  lum- 
bar and  first  sacral  vertebra,  which,  from  its  appearance  having 
been  preceded  by  a  rigor,  and  from  slight  fluctuations  being 
noticeable,  was  diagnosed  as  an  abscess  from  caries  of  the  spine. 
Galvanism  was  then  used  for  several  months,  a  moderately 
strong  induced  current  being  the  most  grateful  to  the  patient> 
affording  complete  relief  from  pain  during  its  continuance,  and 
for  an  hour  or  two  afterwards.  A  favorite  way  of  using  the  bat- 
tery was  to  apply  the  positive  electrode  to  the  nape  of  the  neck, 
and  the  negative  to  the  sole  of  the  foot,  changing  from  one  foot 
to  the  other.  Under  the  use  of  galvanism  the  tumor  over  the 
spine  disappeared,  and  the  nervous  excitement  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremeties was  greatly  diminished.  The  patient  was  also  enabled 
to  sleep  better  than  before.    The  use  of  the  battery  was  discon- 
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tiuued  during  the  last  }~ear  of  his  illness,  it  seeming  to  have 
largely  lost  its  effect;  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  absorption  of 
the  abscess  and  the  arrest  of  the  destructive  process  in  the  spine 
was  wholly  due  to  its  use.  He  has  now  for  several  years  enjoyed 
a  fair  degree  of  health. 

Case  v. — William  B.,  aged  35,  an  Irish,  railroad  section  hand. 
He  had  been  on  a  drunk  for  several  days,  and  wound  up  by  tak- 
ing six  grains  of  morphine  at  one  dose.  I  found  him  uncon- 
scious, half  an  hour  after  taking  the  morphine,  his  pupils  con- 
tracted to  the  size  of  a  pinhead,  respiration  7  per  minute,  pulse 
150,  very  feeble.  He  could  not  be  made  to  swallow  anything. 
A  very  strong,  interrupted  current  from  a  Kidder  galvanic  bat- 
tery was  passed  through  his  arms  and  legs,  the  pain  soon  rous- 
ing him  into  a  semi-conscious  state,  from  which  he  immediately 
relapsed  into  a  profound  stupor  whenever  the  current  was  with- 
drawn. The  battery  was  used,  at  short  intervals,  for  five  or  six 
hours,  when  the  patient  was  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  dis- 
pense with  it. 

Case  vi. — Xorah  Harper,  aged  20,  a  stranger  in  this  city,  hav- 
ing quarreled  with  her  husband,  she  swallowed  about  seven  fluid 
drachms  of  laudanum,  and  was  not  found  until  an  hour  afterward. 
Her  pupils  were  then  almost  obliterated,  her  respirations  four  per 
minute;  pulse  could  not  be  counted.  A  very  powerful  current 
was  applied  by  touching  both  electrodes  to  the  skin  close  to- 
gether, producing  an  intense  burning  sensation.  The}'  were  ap- 
plied every  few  seconds  for  just  an  instant,  on  her  face,  hands  and 
arms,  breast  and  lower  extremities.  Lead  pencils  were  also 
placed  between  her  fingers  and  hard  pressure  made  by  squeezing 
her  fingers  together.  This  was  discontinued  after  she  began  to 
give  signs  of  feeling  the  pain,  and  the  electricity  continued 
through  the  night,  about  ten  hours  in  all.  She  recovered  so  as 
to  be  able  to  ride  out  with  her  husband  in  the  afternoon  of  that 
day. 

In  sciatica,  in  rheumatism,  in  many  forms  of  neuralgia,  I  find 
nothing  so  good  for  relieving  the  pain  as  the  galvanic  current. 
In  fact,  I  believe,  that  the  practitioner,  who  has  once  learned  the 
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use  of  a  good  battery,  would  as  soon  think  of  doing  without  a 
hypodermic  syringe  or  fever  thermometer,  as  it. 

It  beats  pills  for  relieving  constipation  ;  it  soothes  pain  as  ef- 
fectually as,  and  far  more  safely  and  pleasantly  as  to  after-effects, 
than  opium  ;  it  will,  in  many  cases,  produce  sleep  as  surely  as 
chloral ;  and  it  excels  phosphorus,  strychnia  and  all  that  class  of 
drugs  in  restoring  disordered  nerves  to  a  normal  condition.  As 
a  discutient,  absorbent  and  resolvent  it  has  no  equal.  If  electric- 
ity has  not  been  proven  to  be  identical  with  nerve  force,  it  at 
least  has  so  much  similarity  to  it  that  the  physician,  who  well 
understands  its  use,  has  at  his  command  a  remedial  agent,  before 
whose  powers  all  other  single  means  of  affecting  the  human  or- 
ganism, fade  into  insignificance.  It  produces  pain,  it  relieves 
pain  ;  it  causes  muscular  contractions,  it  produces  relaxations  ; 
it  gives  sleep,  it  insures  wakefulness  in  opposition  to  the  effect 
of  the  strongest  hypnotics ;  it  is  a  most  powerful  nerve  stimu- 
lant, it  soothes  and  calms  the  most  violent  nervous  excitement. 
While  other  therapeutic  means  have  come  into  use,  flourished, 
waned  and  disappeared,  electricity  has  steadily  gained  ground  ; 
its  sphere  of  application  is  continually  widening,  and  its  many 
excellencies  are  becoming  better  known. 


A  CASE  OF  SEPTIC  POISONING  FROM  BED  SORES. 


By  F.  A.  Schmitt,  M.  D.,  Shuxenburg,  Texas. 
[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 


N  January  13th  I  was  called  in  consultation  to  a  case,  the 


history  of  which,  as  communicated  to  me  by  the  family 
physician,  Dr.  Fahnert,  is  as  follows  : 

Mrs.  S.,  aged  18,  had  been  delivered  of  her  first  child  during 
the  month  of  December,  1887.  She  had  symptoms  of  malarial 
fever  a  few  weeks  previous  to  her  confinement.  She  was  attended 
during  delivery  by  a  neighbor — a  so-called  midwife.  Everything 
seems  to  have  been  natural,  and  on  the  tenth  day  she  was  up  for 
the  first  time.  On  the  twelfth  day  she  was  seized  with  a  chill, 
followed  by  fever.    Ischial  discharge  ceased  from  then  on,  and 
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fever  of  an  intermittent  type  continued  two  weeks,  when  swell- 
ing of  right  leg  supervened,  accompanied  by  high  fever  and 
pain. 

My  first  visit  was  made  five  weeks  after  delivery,  her  condition 
then  being:  Temperature,  102;  pulse,  no;  white  swelling 
{phlegmasia  dolens)  of  right  leg,  and  other  extremities  exceed- 
ingly painful  to  the  touch;  tongue,  normal.  Complained  of  pain 
in  the  region  of  sacrum,  and  I  wTas  told  that  redness  preceding 
decubitus  was  there  present;  appetite  good,  and  craving  acidu- 
lated drink;  excessive  perspiration  occasionally.  Digital  exam- 
ination, which,  on  account  of  sensitiveness  of  lower  extremities, 
was  made  with  some  difficulty,  revealed  vaginal  tract  and  womb 
in  normal  condition. 

Ordered  nourishing  diet,  mineral  (sulphuric)  acid  drink,  and 
quinine — of  which  she  had  received  large  doses  previously — in 
tonic  doses.  I  furnished  them  an  air  cushion  the  next  day,  they 
living  twelve  miles  in  the  country.  For  four  days  afterwards  it 
was  impossible  for  the  family  physician  or  myself  to  make 
the  trip,  on  account  of  one  of  the  severest  cold  spells  I  had  ever 
experienced  in  Texas,  but  on  the  sixth  day  I  managed  to  meet 
the  attending  physician  again  at  the  bedside. 

Meanwhile,  our  patient  had  been  comparatively  well;  her  tem- 
perature had  not  augmented  nor  her  pulse  increased;  appetite  had 
been  good,  but  to  my  great  surprise  she  had  not  had  the  benefit 
and  comfort  of  the  furnished  cushion,  which,  as  I  was  told,  had 
become  defective  while  taking  it  thither,  as  I  knew  it  to  have 
been  in  good  condition  when  delivered  to  messenger.  I  was 
sadly  disappointed  in  this,  as  I  had  before  explained  to  her 
people  that  her  condition  would  perhaps  necessitate  a  horizontal 
position  for  some  time  to  come,  it  then  being  an  utter  impossi- 
bility to  change  the  position  in  the  least,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
cruciating pain  every  movement  would  produce,  and  that  it  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  guard  against  bed  sores  by  protect- 
ing projecting  points.  On  arriving  at  home  I  at  once  had  a 
second  cushion  ordered  from  New  Orleans  by  telegraph.  This 
was  received  by  mail  on  the  third  day  after  wiring,  and  it  was 
immediately  sent  out  by  special  messenger. 
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My  third  visit  was  made  nine  days  after  my  second,  during 
which  time  her  general  condition  had  not  changed  for  the  worse, 
but  she  neither  had  the  cushion  under  her — her  attendants  hav- 
ing tried  to  put  it  in  position  but  had  failed  to  place  it  so  as  to 
comfort  her  and  it  had  again  been  removed. 

We  were  now  determined  to  place  her  on  the  cushion  at  all 
hazards  but  we  soon  became  convinced  that  this  could  not  be  ac- 
complished without  the  use  of  chloroform. 

The  glimpse  we  received  of  the  sore  on  this  occasion,  suf- 
ficiently indicated  that  energetic  antiseptics  would  be  required  to 
disinfect  lesion,  and  as  our  saddle-bags  were  but  scantily  pro- 
vided with  these  agents,  I  concluded  to  go  home  and  return  the 
next  morning  prepared  with  everything  needed. 

On  turning  her  the  next  day  while  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  a  most  horrible  sight  met  our  eyes.  A  slough, 
weighing  several  ounces,  dropped  from  out  the  seat  of  contusion 
laying  bare  a  large  part  of  the  os  sacrum  and  coccyx — the  con- 
nection of  these  severed — and  both  bones  in  a  necrotic  condition. 

After  having  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected  the  parts,  we 
dressed  the  wound  with  carbolized  absorbent  cotton,  placed  her 
on  the  round  air  cushion  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  the  wounded 
surface  within  the  hollow  centre  and  ordered  Tr.  Fer.  chlor. 
two  drachms,  Quinine  sulph.  one-half  ounce,  water  six  ounces — 
tea  spoon  full  ever)-  four  hours — and  opiates  to  relieve  pain — to 
be  given.    The  wound  to  be  dressed  at  least  once  a  day. 

During  the  night  the  first  symptom  of  septicaemia  in  the  form 
of  a  rigor  set  in,  followed  by  high  temperature — 104 — and  pro- 
fuse perspiration. 

A  third  colleague,  Dr.  Grace,  of  Weimar,  met  us  the  next  day 
in  consultation,  who  assisted  us  in  dressing  the  wound  and  pre- 
scribing for  the  doomed  patient,  and  with  whom  I  arranged  alter- 
nate visits  every  second  day.  From  then  on  rigor  after  rigor  fol- 
lowed in  rapid  succession,  large  spots  on  back  and  shoulders  be- 
came gangrenous,  tympanites  supervened,  and  the  fifth  day  after 
the  first  dressing,  ended  a  scene  terrible  to  behold,  and  terminated 
a  case  as  defiant  to  treatment  as  anything  I  had  ever  experienced. 
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CHEROKEE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Reported  for  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  by  J.  H.  Evans,  M.  D., 

Acting  Secretary. 

The  Cherokee  County  Medical  Society  held  its  third  quarterly 
meeting  at  Jacksonville,  October  2  and  3,  1888,  the  president, 
Dr.  A.  H.  McCord,  in  the  chair,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  secre- 
tary, Dr.  Johnson,  the  assistant  secretary,  Dr.  J.  H.  Evans, 
acted.  The  attendance  was  larger  than  usual,  and  much  inter- 
est manifested.  Several  very  interesting  papers  were  read, 
which  led  to  a  lively  discussion,  besides  several  clinical  reports 
of  cases. 

The  object  of  this  association  is  the  consideration  of  scientific 
medicine,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  closer  relationship  between  the 
medical  fraternity.  The  subjects  for  next  meeting,  which  will 
be  held  at  Rusk,  Texas,  the  first  Tuesday  in  January,  1889,  are 
as  follows:  "Catarrhal  Fever,"  a  paper  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Frazier, 
of  Rusk,  Texas;  "Croup,"  a  paper  by  Dr.  Johnson,  of  the  same 
place;  "Pneumonia,"  a  paper  by  Dr.  John  B.  Guinn,  of  Alto, 
Texas.  The  committee  of  collective  investigation  will  report, 
besides  all  are  requested  to  make  clinical  reports  of  cases.  We 
anticipate  another  good  meeting  in  January.  Territory  limited 
to  this  connty,  and  membership  is  free  to  all. 

Alto,  Texas,  Oct.  30,  1888. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 

On  Collective  Investigation  of  Disease,  before  the  Cherokee 
County  Medical  Association,  sent  for  publication  by  vote  of  the 
Society,  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Joournal  : 

The  following  is  submitted  as  a  committee  report  on  collective 
investigation  of  disease  : 

We  having  selected  as  a  subject  for  our  data  collection  the 
much  agitated  question  and  unfortunate  offspring  of  two  king- 
doms, typho-malarial  fever,  propounded  nine  interrogatories, 
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and  sent  same  to  the  physicians  of  the  county — thirty-three  in 
all.  In  answer  to  these  questions,  twenty  replies  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

From  those  answers  we  glean  the  following:  To  question 
first,  "Has  typho-malarial  fever  been  very  prevalent  in  your 
practice  during  the  past  twelve  months?"  ten  answer,  "not  very 
prevalent,"  or  "less  than  in  former  years;"  four  "prevalent." 
A  noteworthy  fact  with  reference  to  those  four  physicians  is,  they 
all  practice  in  very  malarial  districts;  one  in  the  swamps  of  the 
Angelina  river,  another  towards  the  slopes  of  the  Neches  river, 
another  along  one  of  the  largest  tributaries  of  the  last  named 
river,  while  the  fourth  one  received  the  most  of  his  cases  from 
convict  camps. 

Second.  "Has  there  been  more  or  less  typho-malarial  fever 
than  of  former  years?"  Nine  answer  "less,"  four  "more,"  two 
"about  the  same,"  three  gave  no  answer.  The  same  four  who 
answered  the  first  question  in  the  affirmative  are  the  four  who 
have  had  more  of  said  fever  to  contend  with  in  the  past  twelve 
months  than  in  former  years. 

To  question  three,  "Has  the  fever  been  attended  with  much 
fatality?"  fourteen  answer  "it  has  not,"  one  "yes,"  one  lost  one 
in  three  cases  that  he  had  had;  three  gave  no  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion. 

Fourth.  "During  what  months  has  the  fever  prevailed  mostly?" 
While  every  month  in  the  calendar  is  drawn  J  upon  to  pay  tribute 
to  this  disease,  there  is  almost  a  unit  in  including  the  months 
of  September  and  October.  Fourteen  name  those  two  months 
in  their  enumerations;  others  include  them  in  the  terms,  "during 
the  autumn  months,"  "through  the  fall  months,"  etc. 

Fifth.  "As  a  rule,  which  symptoms  predominate,  the  typhoid 
or  the  malarial?"  Twelve  answer  the  "typhoid,"  five  the  "ma- 
larial," two  "symptoms  about  equal,"  one  not  heard  from. 

Sixth.  "What  per  cent,  of  cases  have  the  well-marked  enteric 
symptoms  of  typhoid?"  To  this  question  there  is  a  greater  di- 
versity of  answers  than  to  any  other. 

There  is  a  wide,  a  striking  discrepency  in  the  figures  in 
answer  to  this  question,  the  two  extremes  being  o  per  cent,  and 
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ioo  per  cent.  The  graduation  in  the  ascent  of  this  pathological 
chain  of  morbid  entities  is,  two  say  "none,"  one  "2  per  cent.," 
two  "10  per  cent.,"  one  "25  per  cent.,"  one  "50  per  cent.,"  one 
"667/3  per  cent.,"  two  "75  per  cent.,"  one  "83*^  per  cent.,"  one 
"100  per  cent." 

Seventh.  "Do  you  consider  typho-malarial  fever  a  disease  per 
se,  or  a  mixed  one?"  In  answer  to  this  there  are  some  spicy  ^ 
racy  conjectures,  some  cogent  reasoning,  some  unique  thoughts. 
Eight  claim  it  to  be  a  mixed  disease,  six,  a  disease  "by  itseli" — 
per  se  ;  one,  typhoid  ;  one,  a  hybrid ;  four  claim  there  is  a  factor 
generated  de  ?iovo,  which  produces  the  typhoid  state,  for  such 
they  consider  it, — a  typhoid  condition,  and  not  typhoid  fever 
proper.  These  four  contend  that  there  is  following  the  deleter- 
ious inroads  of  the  malarial  germ — which  exists  for  the  first  few 
days  of  the  disease — a  new  element,  or  rather  a  ferment  is  gen- 
erated from  the  deb?  is  or  tissue  wraste — caused  by  an  overdose 
(so  to  speak)  of  the  Palmelic  spores.  They  claim  that  there  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  effete  matter,  or  necrobiotic  detritus  thrown 
into  the  circulation  to  empoison  the  living  tissues,  and  by  the 
fermentative  decomposition  of  these  retrograde  tissue  products 
the  functional  activity  of  the  organs  of  secretion  and  elimination 
are  so  vitiated  and  impaired  as  to  produce  the  adynamic  condi- 
tion, with  all  the  symtomatic  phenomena  of  the  disease  under 
consideration. 

In  a  normal  condition  of  the  animal  economy  the  functional 
activity  of  the  excretory  or  eliminative  organs  and  those  of  ab- 
sorption, assimilation  and  resorption  is  only  commensurate  with 
the  expenditure  of  vital  energy.  Then  destroy  this  equilibrium 
— this  organic  functional  balance  between  alimentation  and  effete 
elimination,  and  you  have  moulded  the  first  link  of  a  patholog- 
ical chain  of  morbid  sequences.  Destroy  the  functional  activity 
of  the  hepatic  cells  and  you  have  derangement  of  the  prima  via 
with  a  deleterious  reflex  throughout  the  whole  system.  Tip  the 
balance  of  power  in  the  malpighian  corpuscles  of  the  kidneys 
and  uraemia  or  its  opposite,  polydipsia,  with  the  onus  of  the  mor- 
bid reflex  on  the  nervous  system  will  be  the  result;  and  so  on. 
Then  may  not  this  adynamic — this  typhoid  condition  of  the  so- 
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called  tvpho-malarial  fever  be  accounted  for  by  a  great  quantity 
of  nercobiotic  detritus  being  set  free  in  the  vital  current,  thereby 
destroying  the  functional  balance  above  mentioned  ?  Hence  the 
low  ebb  of  the  vital  forces,  while  the  slow  and  tedious  process  of 
elimination  is  going  on  ;  hence  the  rational  drift  of  the  profes- 
sion in  the  management  of  the  trouble — as  little  medicine  as  pos- 
sible to  meet  indications,  supporting  measures,  food  easily  di- 
gested liquid  food,  that  it  may  be  readily  assimilated. 

Eighth.  "Does  quinine  arrest  or  even  exercise  a  controlling 
influence  in  this  fever?"  The  answers  to  this  are  almost  a  unit 
in  condemning  the  use  of  quinine  in  large  doses  after  the  first 
four  or  five  days — after  the  malarial  element  has  been  destroyed  ; 
four  "give  it  as  a  tonic"  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 
disease  ;  one  "thinks  it  is  probably  |indicated  (but  twice  during 
the  twenty-four  hours,"  that  is  "at  2  o'clock  at  night  and  just 
before  day,"  for  fear,  if  given  at  any  other  hour,  "it  might  rup- 
ture a  blood  vessel  in  the  brain. ' ' 

Ninth.  "What  is  your  treatment  for  said  fever,  including  di- 
etetics?" The  treatment  of  eighteen  out  of  twenty  is  fully  jus- 
tified by  their  answer  to  question  three.  There  is  seldom  seen 
such  unanimity  of  expression  with  regard  both  to  the  use  of 
medicine  and  nourishment,  as  there  is  in  answer  to  question 
nine:  "Quinine  and  mercury"  for  the  first  four  days  to  "elimin- 
ate the  malarial  element ;"  then  "tonic  and  supporting  measures, 
with  good,  rich,  generous,  easily  digested  liquid  food,  and  meet 
indications  as  they  arise."  While  different  physicians  used  dif- 
ferent drugs,  yet  in  the  main  the  physiological  action  was  the 
same,  2  gr.  quinine,  creosote,  carbolic  acid,  iodide  potash,  Fowler's 
solution  arsenic,  etc.  Four  claimed  unusually  good  results  from  a 
combination  of  turpentine  emulsion,  tinct.  digitalis  and  Fowler's 
solution  arsenic. 

Respectfully, 

W.  G.  Jamison, 

J.  K.  Frazer,      [■  Committee. 

A.  H.  McCord.  ) 
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TRAVIS  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Regular  meeting  held  in  Austin,  October  4th,  1888,  the  Presi- 
dent, John  Preston,  M.  D.,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  read  a  paper  on  "Antipyretics."  A  copy  of 
the  paper  will  be  presented  to  the  Society  for  their  library. 

discussion. 

Dr.  Bennett  began  the  discussion  by  stating  that  while  Dr. 
Smith's  paper  opened  a  wide  field  for  study,  he  was  somewhat 
disappointed  that  he  did  not  enter  into  the  details  of  the  practical 
application  of  antipyretics.  He  thought  heat  reducing  agents 
were  not  always  indicated  in  fever.  On  the  other  hand,  harm 
frequently  resulted  from  their  indiscriminate  use.  He  had  seen 
good  results  from  the  administration  of  Kairine,  but  cited  a  case 
in  which  rigors  came  on  after  giving  it;  was  not  certain,  though, 
that  this  was  a  direct  effect  of  the  drug.  Thought  large  doses 
of  quinine  dangerous. 

Dr.  Tyner  agreed  with  Dr.  Bennett  that  to  reduce  the  temper- 
ature did  not  always  cure  the  disease.  There  exists  in  all  spe- 
cific infectious  diseases  an  alteration  in  the  blood  more  or  less 
profound,  and  we  possess  no  specific  for  this  condition.  He  be. 
lieved  in  the  theory  that  fever  was  an  effort  of  nature  to  throw  off 
the  disturbing  element  and  that  antipyretics  do  harm  in  a  great 
many  instances  by  inhibiting  this  process. 

Dr.  Mathews,  visiting  from  the  city,  said  that  he  had  seen,  and 
was  convinced  that  the  most  brilliant  results  in  medicine  were 
accomplished  b}^  the  rational  administration  of  antipyretics,  and 
that  they  were  indicated  in  all  hyperpyrexiae.  He  generally  used 
antipyrine. 

Dr.  lyehde  remarked,  that  he  generally  used  quinine  as  an  an- 
tipyretic, but  had  seen  unfavorable  symptoms  from  even  moder- 
ate doses. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Lyitten  thought  that  in  the  treatment  of  fevers  we 
.should  pay  more  attention  to  the  cause.  He  had  had  little  ex- 
perience with  antipyrine.  As  a  rule  he  gave  quinine  or  the  sali- 
cylates ;  saw  one  case  of  syncope  from  a  moderate  dose  of  anti- 
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pyrine.  The  salicylates  should  also  be  used  with  caution.  Feed 
well  and  stimulate  with  brandy.  He  thought  warm  water  better 
for  reducing  the  temperature  of  typhoid  fever  than  cold. 

Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Weberville,  was  of  the  opinion  that  pyrexia 
should  always  be  reduced,  and  could  not  understand  how  fever 
could  be  a  conservative  force  to  throw  off  the  poison  from  [the 
system. 

Dr.  Tyner  said,  that  Dr.  Hamilton  had  doubtless  conceived  a 
wrong  impression  of  his  views  ;  he  would  not  have  antipyretics 
swept  from  existence,  for  they  were  often  of  inestimable  value, 
and  only  condemned  their  injudicious  use,  especially  in  the  spe- 
cific fevers. 

Dr.  Bennett  wishes  also  to  not  be  misunderstood,  and  in  sub- 
stance agreed  with  Dr.  Tyner. 

The  President,  Dr.  Preston,  referred  to  two  cases  of  typhoid 
fever,  in  which  he  kept  the  pyrexia  in  safe  bounds  with  salicyl- 
ate of  soda.  Under  any  condition  when  there  is  a  high  bodily 
temperature,  food  should  not  be  forced  upon  the  patient,  as  it 
could  not  be  assimilated  under  such  circumstances.  In  the  use 
of  antipyretics  he  was  in  favor  of  giving  small  doses,  often  re- 
peated. B.  F.  Church,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


^ULLINGS    FROM  j^ONTEMPORARIES. 


THE  FOOD  IN  ACUTE  DISEASES. 


By  J.  Milne r  Fothergilx. 


A  medical  education  does  not  yet  include  any  teaching  as  to 
what  is  good  in  the  matter  of  food  in  acute  illness — in  this 
country  at  least.  So  said  Sir  Wm.  Roberts  in  his  address  on 
"Feeding  of  the  Sick"  before  the  British  Medical  Association  in 
1885;  and  his  assertion  cannot  be  gainsayed.  Nor  is  it  easy  to 
see  how  long  it  will  be  before  a  less  scandalous  condition  will 
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come  into  existence.  It  is  understood,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
profession,  that  a  "slop  diet"  is  the  proper  thing.  But  "slops" 
practically  are  no  more  than  meat  infusions,  especially  beef-tea, 
milk  and  seltzer  water,  and  home-made  lemonade.  Meat  infu- 
sions, however,  are  not  food,  though  they  have  a  value  of  their 
own.  They  contain  valuable  blood-salts  and  extractives  which 
are  stimulant;  but  they  are  not  "food."  They  are  excellent 
vehicles  for  food — as  broken  biscuit,  for  instance.  Milk  should 
be  converted  into  whey,  accordirg  to  Dr.  King  Chambers.  Lem- 
onade has  a  certain  food- value  in  proportion  to  the  sugar  it  con- 
tains, and  is  all  the  better  if  made  with  cream  tartar. 

What  is  required  by  persons  acutely  sick  ?  That  depends  upon 
the  temperature.  If  there  be  pyrexia  present,  it  is  not  only 
useless  to  give  albuminoid  matters,  as  no  histogenesis  goes  on, 
but  there  is  the  positive  risk  of  adding  to  the  waste  and  excre- 
mentitious  matters  floating  in  the  blood.  Soluble  carbohydrates 
and  blood  salts  are  what  is  required.  A  person  may  be  acutely 
ill,  as  in  bronchitis,  for  instance,  with  but  a  very  trifling  rise  of 
temperature,  and  then  milk  is  not  contra-indicated.  In  such 
cases  milk  which  has  been  well-boiled  is  excellent.  The  advan- 
tages of  such  boiling  are  twofold:  (i)  it  destroys  disease-germs, 
and  (2)  the  curd  is  small  and  flocculent,  and  there  is  no  risk  of 
that  firm  curd  which  is  fraught  with  so  much  danger,  especially 
in  typhoid  fever.  It  is  also  very  pleasant  in  the  form  of  junket, 
or  '  'curds  and  whey. ' '  Some  soluble  carbohydrate  may  be  ad- 
ded with  advantage.  But  what  is  a  "soluble  carbohydrate?" 
the  readei  asks  impatiently.  He  ought  to  have  been  told  in  his 
college  course;  but  it  was  nobody's  duty  to  tell  him,  as  no  ex- 
aminer would  ever  ask  him  such  a  question.  The  lecturer  on 
physiology  describes  to  him  the  act  of  digestion,  and  tells  how 
the  saliva  converts  insoluble  starch  into  soluble  grape  sugar  in 
order  that  it  may  pass  through  the  wall  of  the  alimentary  canal. 
But  what  he  has  to  do  when  the  saliva  is  scanty  and  inert  is  not  yet 
the  business  of  any  teacher.  He  has  that  to  find  out  for  himself 
— if  he  can. 

The  first  person  who  recognised  the  importance  of  converting 
insoluble  starch  into  a  soluble  maltose  was  M.  Mellin,  with  his 
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• 'non-farinaceous  food."  He  has  been  followed  by  a  host  of  imi- 
tators, and  many  excellent  predigested  foods  are  on  the  market. 
Such  foods  consist,  in  the  main,  of  baked  flour,  or  biscuit 
powder,  and  malt.  They  go  well  with  meat  infusions,  and  lend 
to  them  a  true  food-value.  With  a  little  salt  the  whole  forms  a 
valuable  drink-food,  hot  or  cold.  As  a  food  merely  the  malt  ex- 
tracts possess  no  advantage  over  dry  maltose.  The  malt  extract 
is  difficult  to  handle  from  its  viscidity.  A  dry  preparation  is 
easily  made  into  a  syrup  which  will  readily  pour.  Such  a  malt 
syrup  is  most  pleasant  with  an  aerated  water,  and  can  be  iced  if 
desired.  A  little  sharpness  can  be  given  to  it  by  a  little  lemon 
juice,  or  lime  juice.  Or  the  syrup  can  be  frozen  into  a  nutritive 
ice.  Where  the  pyrexia  is  not  great  it  is  well  to  boil  milk  (one 
pint)  and  Mellin's  food  (a  tablespoonful)  for  an  hour.  Some  of 
this  with  an  aerated  water  is  most  palatable  and  nutritive.  The 
body  wastes  in  pyrexial  disease,  and  often  the  lamp  of  life  goes 
out  for  want  of  fuel.  If  no  food  be  given  the  sufferer  sinks  of 
inanition.  If  food  be  given  which  requires  digestion  when  the 
digestive  ferments  are  inert,  the  sufferer  dies  of  starvation  just 
the  same.  Death  from  hunger  is  the  hard  lot  of  each.  Yes,  and 
myriads  perish  annually;  succumb  to  this  horrible  fate,  with 
loving  friends  around  them,  anxious  to  be  of  service  and  grudg- 
ing no  expense,  while  the  medical  man  looks  on  complacently, 
and  assures  them  that  "everything  is  being  done,"  unconscious 
of  the  abominable  falsehood  he  is  uttering.  The  solemn  farce 
goes  on  in  hundreds  of  households  annually  without  a  scintilla 
of  suspicion  being  aroused  as  to  the  true  state  of  affairs.  It  is 
something  worse  than  homicide  by  misadventure. 

What  is  required  is  fuel-food  in  such  form  as  not  to  require  the 
action  of  the  digestive  ferments  when  these  are  powerless.  The 
milk  sugar  of  milk;  the  maltose  and  dextrine  of  prepared  foods; 
with  water.  And  some  blood  salts.  In  all  fevers;  in  inflamma- 
tory conditions;  in  the  acute  gastric  upsets  which  occur  with 
delicate  children  and  phthisical  patients;  in  all  gastric  diseases; 
and  in  those  conditions  of  gastric  catarrh  which  follow  upon  ob- 
struction in  the  pulmonary  circulation,  whether  due  to  disease  in 
the  heart  or  lungs;  liquid  food  containing  a  sufficiency  of  carbo- 
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hydrates  in  soluble  form  are  essential  to  life.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity to  make  the  meat  infusions  too  strong.  When  persons  speak 
of  the  amount  of  meat  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  beef  tea 
given  to  a  certain  person  who  has  joined  the  majority,  they  do 
not  know  what  pernicious  nonsense  they  are  talking — pernicious 
because  misleading.  The  food-value  of  the  beef-tea  depends 
upon  what  is  added  to  it  ! — London  Hospital  Gazette. 


"A  Correction. — The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
from  which  an  extract  was  quoted  by  The  Medical  Record  bear- 
ing on  the  composition  of  several  artificial  foods,  publishes  a  cor- 
rection based  upon  the  analyses  of  Professors  Edwin  Waller  and 
A.  A.  Breneman  regarding  Reed  &  Carnrick's  soluble  food,  to 
the  effect  that  38.26  per  cent,  of  the  albuminoids  which  it  con- 
tains, are  in  soluble  form,  that  no  'hard  unchanged  particles  of 
casein'  were  found,  that  the  casein  is  partially  rendered  soluble 
by  the  action  of  the  digestive  ferment.  That  the  proportion  of 
the  albuminoids  in  Liquid  Peptonoids  is  limited  only  by  the 
quantity  which  can  be  kept  unchanged  in  solution,  that  sixteen 
per  cent,  of  alcohol  is  necessary  to  prevent  decomposition  of  the 
albuminoids,  and  that  no  greater  than  three  per  cent,  of  these 
can  be  held  in  solution  in  this  liquid.  We  publish  the  correction 
from  the  same  source  as  the  original  quotation  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  all  concerned,  regretting  that  we,  in  common  with  our 
Boston  contemporary,  were  in  any  manner  misled  by  what  ap- 
peared to  be  a;  well- authenticated  official  report." — Med.  Record, 
Oct.  73,  1888. 


Dr.  Jos.  Holt,  ex-President  Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health, 
who  made  so  much  fame  by  the  invention  and  execution  of  his 
plan  of  ''maritime  sanitation,"  removed  to  Portland,  Oregon, 
sometime  since.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  he  has  been  ten- 
dered, and  has  accepted,  the  chair  of  obstetrics  in  the  Oregon 
Medical  College. 


In  the  season  now  upon  us,  when  Cholera  Infantum  and  other  formidable  diseases 
of  children,  incident  to  climate  are  so  fatal,  BOVIN1NE  will  be  lound  a  sheet  anchor 
in  its  ability  to  sustain  the  strength  of  the  little  ones  and  enable  them  to  recover 
from  the  prostrating  effects  of  diaease  and  pernicious  feeding  so  rife  in  the  Summer 
Solstice. 

A  knowledge  of  the  merits  of  BOVINJNE  is  of  the  greatest  importance  tophysi 
cians  whose  dally  practice  brings  them  in  contact  with  children  who  are  suffering 
from  acute  exhaustive  diseases  are  in  the  critical  stages  of  development. 

Made  as  it  is  from  the  juices  of  lean,  raw  meat,  it  affords  to  the  blood-making  or- 
gans the  necessary  material  for  new  and  vitalized  blood  in  a  condition  for  imme- 
diate utilization.  For  this  reason,  when  given  alone  or  in  addition  to  the  regular 
diet.it  is  especially  efficacious  in  restoring  convalescents  to  a  normal  condition  of 
health.  It  contains  all  the  active  tissue-building  materials  of  lean,  raw  meat  in 
a  soluble  and  palatable  form,  and  furnishes  a  more  easily  digested  food  than  milk, 
and.  given  in  equal  quantity,  three  times  as  much  nutriment.  It  contains  also  all 
the  meat  salts  so  necessary  to  the  proper  growth  of  the  body  and  its  organs.  To 
these  facts  may  be  ascribed  its  effectiveness  in  conditions  of  mal-nutrition. 

It  builds  up  pale  and  sickly  children,  increasing  both  weight  and  strength,  gives 
color  to  cheek  and  lips,  makes  the  flesh  firm  and  rosy,  nourishes  the  nervous  system 
properly,  removing  a  frequent  cause  of  fretfulness  and  crying,  supplies  material  for 
bones  and  teeth,  and  lays  the  foundation  for  a  vigorous  aud  healthy  childhood  by 
providing  those  elements  required  to  sustain  the  body  and  build  up  sound  tissues. 

In  stomachic  and  intestinal  troubles  of  childhood,  proceeding  from  indigestion, 
its  ad  ministration  is  followed  by  marked  benefits  while  bottle-fed  infants  thrive 
wonderfully  upon  it,  five  to  fifteen  drops  being  added  to  each  feeding.  A  decided 
change  for  the  better  is  often  seen  in  weakly  infants  in  twenty-four  hours. 

It  is  retained  and  assimilated  by  the  weakest  stomach  when  all  else  is  rejected.  By 
infection  alone  it  will  sustain  life  for  many  days,  when  from  the  condition  of  the 
throat,  as  in  diphtheria  or  severe  scarlet  fever,  nothing  can  be  swallowed.  Milk  is  the 
best  vehicle  for  its  administration. 

When  the  vital  powers  of  nursing  mothers  are  severely  taxed,  and  the  system  is 
breaking  down  because  of  the  drain  upon  it,  BOVININE  is  of  the  greatest  service 
by  its  tonic  and  food  properties.  It  stimulates  the  appetite,  betters  digestion,  sus- 
tains and  invigorates  the  overtaxed  powers  and  increases  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  milk. 

It  is  endorsed,  after  eight  years'  trial,  by  the  leading  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, of  all  schools,  and  is  in  use  in  all  the  children's  hospitals  and  homes  through- 
out the  country. 

"During  the  last  four  months  of  his  sickness  the  principal  food  of  my  father. 
General  Grant,  was  Bovinine  and  milk,  and  it  was  the  use  of  this  iracomparable  food 
alone  that  enabled  him  to  finish  the  second  volume  of  his  personal  memoirs. 

"October  1st,  18S5.  Fred.  D.  Grant." 

f  )   G> 

Carefully  prepared  from  the  formula  of  the  late  James  P.  Bush,  by  the 
J.  P.  Bush  Manufacturing  Co.,  44  Third  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Put  up  in  6  and  12  Ounce  Sizes,  at  60  cents  and  $1  p.  bottle. 

Principal  Office^  2  Barclay  St.,  (As tor  House,)  New  York. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


The  Sub-Committee  of  Dietetics 


ON 


Infant  Feeding, 


AT  THE 


American  Medical  Association,  May  9,  1888, 

Recommended  a  formula  for  an  Infants'  Food  as  a  very  efficient  substitute  for 
mothers'  milk.  This  formula  closely  resembles  that  of  Carnrick's  Food,  and  no 
other  prepared  food  in  the  market  can  claim  a  like  resemblance. 


THE  FO^nSJZTJXi^S. 


Foranla  Recommended  by  the  Sab- 
Committee  on  Infant  Feeding, 
as  above  stated, 

Dessicated  partly  peptonized 
milk  in  the  form  of  a  milk 
food,  containing  partly  con- 
verted starch  (soluble  starch  or 
dextrin)  and  a  small  quantity 
of  lactose  is  a  convenient  and 
(when  well-made)  a  very  effi- 
cient substitute  for  mothers 
milk. 


Formnla  for  Carnricks  Focd. 

Evaporated  or  desic- 
cated milk,  partly 
peptonized  and  thor- 
oughly sterilized  by 
heat  -  -  -45  parts. 
Dt-xtrin,  Soluble  Starch 

Milk  Sugar  -  -  5o  parts. 
This  forms  a  fine  dry  powder, 
which  will  keep  in  any  climate, 
and  only  requires  the  addition 
of  water  to  render  it  a  suitable 
nutrient  for  infants,  or  adults 
whose  digestive  powers  have 
become  impaired. 

Carnrick's  Food  contains 
about  five  per  cent,  of  fat.  This 
is  the  largest  amount  possible 
to  combine  in  a  stable  pre- 
paration presented  in  a  pow- 
dered form.  In  cases  where  a 
larger  amount  of  fat  is  de- 
sirable, a  small  quantity  of 
cream  may  be  added. 


We  do  not  claim  this  Food  to  be  "a  PERFECT  substitute  for  human  milk.'' 
But  we  do  claim  that 

CarnricFs  Food  approaches  nearer  to  human  milk  in 
constituents  and  digestibility  than  any  other  pre- 
pared food  that  has  ever  been  produced, 

and  that  it  is  the  only  infants'  food  that  will,  without  the  addition  of  cows'  milk- 
thoroughly  nourish  a  child  from  its  birth. 

We  believe  that  CARNRICK  S  FOOD  solves  the  problem  of  a  reliable  substitute 
for  human  milk.  The  Casein  of  cows'  milk,  by  partial  predigestion  with  freshl3r  made 
Pancreatine,  is  rendered  as  easily  digestible  by  the  infant  as  human  milk,  and,  by 
thorough  sterilization  with  heat,  made  aseptic,  thus  avoiding  the  objection  to  the  use 
of  milk  foods  in  Cholera  Infantum. 

Full  information  regarding  the  process  of  manufacture  will  be  cheerfully  fur- 
nished and  samples  sent  free  to  those  who  wish  to  test  CARNRICK'S  FOOD. 


REED  &  CARNRICK,  Hew  York. 


EDIT6fpii  DEPflRTffiEOT. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COIjIiABOBiiTOISS :—   

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.   W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  CuppUs,  M.  D.,  San  Anlonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osbnrn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doerino,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Ben  nett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton . 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Mcierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


A  SUGGESTION  FOR  THE  GOOD  OF  THE  CAUSE. 


The  comparatively  slim  attendance  on  the  meetings  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Assocation  in  the  past  three  or  four  years, 
has  been  a  matter  of  surprise  and  regret;  and  the  very  small  per- 
centage of  the  physicians  of  the  State  who  have  connected  them- 
selves with  the  organization,  has  been  much  commented  upon. 
It  is  very  discouraging,  indeed,  that  after  twenty  years  of  labor 
on  the  part  of  a  few  zealous  workers — during  which  time  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  has  attracted  wide  attention, 
and  elicited  much  praise  from  the  medical  press  for  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  its  work — and,  notwithstanding  the  ephemeral  en- 
thusiasm in  the  cause  engendered  by  spirited  journalism,  the  re- 
sult of  which  was  to  attract  large  additions  to  the  roll  of  mem- 
bers, the  Association  numbers  not  over  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  estimated  medical  population  of  the  State  !  At  Belton,  in  '84, 
Houston  in  '85,  Dallas  in  '86,  and  Austin  in  '87,  the  addition  of 
new  members  aggregated  some  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  yet, 
to-day,  the  roll  shows  only  a  membership  of  some  four  hundred 
and  twenty. 

Why  is  this?    We  have  commented  on  this  before,  and  sought 
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to  show  that  the  reason  of  non-cohesion  could  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  the  Association  will  meet  one  year  at  one  point,  absorb- 
ing a  large  proportion  of  the  material  in  the  way  of  eligible  phy- 
sicians in  that  vicinity,  and  the  next  year,  will  meet  at  another 
point,  so  far  off  that  only  the  most  zealous  of  the  new  members 
last  acquired  will  attend  the  meeting.  For  this  reason,  we  have 
advocated  meeting  each  year  at  the  same  place,  at  some  central 
point,  like  the  capital. 

But  there  is  another  reason,  which  has  not  yet  been  alluded  to, 
we  believe,  by  any  one.  It  is  the  want  of  money,  on  the  part  of 
the  doctor,  at  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  Association  holds 
its  meetings. 

Texas  is  a  pastoral  State.  The  fields  and  flocks  furnish  the 
sum-total  of  export  whence,  only,  money  is  brought  into  the 
State  and  turned  loose,  and  hence  this  golden  harvest  comes, 
like  Christmas,  but  once  a  year.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the 
rural  districts  everything  is  done  on  a  basis  of  "pay  in  the  fall;" 
the  doctors,  with  few  exceptions,  and  these  in  the  towns,  where, 
there  being  railroad  shops,  or  mills,  or  some  other  institution 
which  disburses  money  monthly,  medical  men  can  collect  more 
or  less  of  their  bills  during  the  year,  purchase  on  a  credit  every- 
thing they  and  their  families  consume!  We  know  this  to  be 
true,  and  the  almost  universal  rule  is,  to  settle  accounts  in  the 
fall,  upon  the  sale  of  the  crops  or  cattle;  and,  doctor  bills  being, 
notoriously,  the  last  to  be  paid  everywhere,  are,  in  Texas,  only 
paid  in  the  fall — if  ever. 

Hence,  it  follows  that  "in  the  fall"  is  the  only  time  when  the 
country  practitioner  has  money  to  spend,  and  to  provide  himself 
with  books,  instruments,  etc.  We  know  that  the  physicians  of 
Texas  are  as  liberal  in  the  expenditure  of  money  in  the  pursuit 
of  their  profession,  and  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  as  any  men 
on  earth,  and  we  believe  that  more  of  them  would  join  the  As- 
sociation and  attend  the  meetings  if  they  had  the  money. 

Why  not,  then,  as  our  Constitution  and  By-Laws  are  now 
undergoing  revision,  and  will  come  up  at  the  approaching  meet- 
ing, at  San  Antonio,  for  disposal,  change  the  time  of  meeting 
from  April  to  November?    We  really  believe  it  would  be  a  wise 
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and  judicious  step;  because,  not  only,  as  we  have  shown,  do  the 
physicians  have  more  money  to  spare  at  the  harvest  time,  when 
they  get  in  their  collections,  but  because  the  concensus  of  opin- 
ion, as  gleaned  from  an  extensive  enquiry,  goes  to  show  that 
there  is  less  sickness  in  the  country  along  in  the  usually  dry  and 
bracing  weeks  of  our  glorious  Indian  summer  than  there  is  in  the 
flowery  and  showery  (and  hot!  oh,  no!)  month  of  April.  We 
have  observed  closely,  and  made  mental  minutes  of  reasons  given 
by  doctors  for  not  attending  the  meetings,  and  we  honestly  be- 
lieve that  the  majority  of  members  who  fail  to  attend  (when  the 
meeting  is  near  by)  are  detained  at  home  by  professional  busi- 
ness; and  we  believe  that  it  is  more  than  a  conjecture,  that  more 
accouchments  take  place  in  April  than  in  November,  and  we  all 
know  how  handy,  and  most  frequently  how  true,  the  excuse  is — 
"detained  by  an  obstetric  case." 

We  throw  out  the  suggestion  here,  and  hope  members  of  the 
Association  will  consider  it,  and  at  the  next  meeting  let  it  come 
up  for  discussion,  pending  the  adoption  of  a  new  Constitution 
and  By-L,aws.  It  would  be  a  departure  from  the  cut  and  dried 
custom.  Nearly  all  the  State  societies  meet  in  April,  and  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  why.  What  advantage  is  there  in 
meeting  at  that  time?  We  believe  we  have  shown  that  there 
would  be  an  advantage  in  changing  to  the  month  of  November. 
L,et  us  try  it,  at  least;  for,  if  we  ever  hope  to  attract  large  meet- 
ings, or  to  enlist  more  than  a  decimal  part  of  the  practicing  phy- 
sicians of  Texas  in  the  cause,  or  to  make  stick  those  who  join, 
we  shall  have  to  do  something,  and  as  the  proposal  to  locate 
was  rejected  by  the  popular  verdict,  we  now  propose  another 
plan.  We  believe  the  solution  is  to  be  found  in  the  pocket-book: 
it  is  full  in  the  fall,  and  empty  in  April. 


The  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal's 
criticism  of  the  Louisiana  State  Medical  (Society,  in  the  June 
number  of  that  journal,  is  still  rankling  in  the  bosoms  of  some 
of  the  members  ;  and  well  it  may.  It  was  a  cruel  and  unjust 
attack,  inasmuch  as  it  made  no  exceptions.  The  society's  meet- 
ings were  characterized  as  the  ' '  straggling  together  in  some 
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locality  of  a  dozen  or  so  languid,  inconsequent,  unprepared 
medical  men,  bent  for  the  most  part  on  a  few  days  of  rest,  cigar 
smoking  and  story  telling." 

The  subject  is  recalled  by  a  circular  letter  to  the  profession  by  Dr. 
R.  H.  Day,  in  which  he  says,  that  he  4 'joined  some  other  members 
in  writing  to  the  editors,  expressing  condemnation  of  the  editor- 
ial, feeling  that  it  was  unjust  to  those  members  who  regularly 
attended  the  meetings  and  contributed  to  the  best  of  their  abili- 
ty to  make  them  attractive  and  instructive,  hoping  the  editors 
would  perceive  their  error  and  haste  to  retract  its  objectionable 
features,"  but  that  he  ' 'hoped  in  vain."  Dr.  Day  then  ad- 
dresed  the  journal  a  letter  for  publication,  and  he  states  that  the 
letter  was  never  published,  and  that  no  notice  was  taken  of  his 
polite  request  for  its  return. 

Under  the  circumstances  this  looks  as  if  "  insult  has  been 
added  to  injury" — and  such  treatment  of  a  man  of  Dr.  Day's 
age  and  professional  standing,  is  a  discourtesy  of  which  we 
did  not  believe  our  talented  contemporary  could  be  guilty. 
Personally  we  know  that  Dr.  Day  is  not  an  "inconsequent,  un- 
prepared medical  man,"  and  we  believe  that  he,  with  many  more 
members,  have  a  higher  purpose  in  attending  the  meetings  than 
that  attributed  to  them  by  our  brilliant  but  in  this  instance,  in- 
discreet, contemporary.  Dr.  Day  held  one  of  the  highest  offices 
in  the  late  International  Medical  Congress  ;  is  a  man  seventy 
odd  years  of  age  ;  has  practiced  medicine  over  half  a  century, 
contributing  voluminously  to  the  medical  literature  of  his  time  ; 
was  lately  president  of  the  Louisiana  State  Medical  Society  ;  or- 
ganized, |put  in  operation,  and  is  president  of  the  Physicians' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Louisiana ;  and  taken  all  in  all, 
no  man  stands  higher  in  the  medical  profession,  or  has  done  more 
good  to  humanity  and  the  cause  of  medicine  than  he.  To  re- 
fuse or  fail  to  make  a  single  exception  even  of  such  a  man,  in 
the  bitter  denunciation  of  the  State  Society  by  the  only  medical 
publication  of  the  State,  can  be  called  by  no  other  name  than 
rank  injustice ;  and  we  are  surprised  that  the  journal  did  not 
qualify  its  language,  for  it  was  evident  that  they  had  included 
in  one  sweep,  every  earnest,  able  and  conscientious  physician  in 
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the  society,  working  for  the  interest  of  the  profession.  A  little 
tact  here  might  have  saved  much  feeling,  and  perhaps  many 
subscribers  to  the  journal ;  amongst  them  men,  who,  like  Dr. 
Day,  have  labored  to  uphold  it  and  to  make  it  useful  and  suc- 
cessful. If  the  journal  had  said  "  with  a  few  brilliant  excep- 
tions," every  member  would  have  considered  himself  one  of  the 
exceptions. 

We  Take  Our  Hat  Off  to  the  Register. — The  following 
is  one  of  many  complimentary  notices  of  the  Transactions, 
which  have  appeared  in  the  Medical  Press — and,  by  the  bye, — is 
it  not  a  little  singular  ?  We  rarely  ever  see  such  notices  of  the 
Transaction  of  other  States;  why  is  it  ? 

"Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 
Twentieth  Annual  Session,  held  at  Galveston,  Texas,  April,  1888. 
Paper,  8  vo.,  pp.  300.    Austin  .  Published  for  the  Association. 

"Although  the  transactions  of  the  Society  does  not  contain  all 
the  papers  presented  at  the  late  meeting,  yet  there  are  a  sufficient 
number  of  them  to  indicate  that  there  is  an  activity  which  is 
commendable  in  this  far-away  section.  A  review  of  each  paper 
would  be  impracticable,  but  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  the  general 
character  is  of  a  high  order,  and  they  compare  favorably  with 
the  work  done  by  those  in  the  more  thickly-settled  sections  of  the 
country.  From  a  somewhat  hasty  perusal  of  some  of  them,  we 
are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  advances  in  medicine  and  surgery 
and  in  the  specialties  find  their  way  in  Texas  quite  as  readily  as 
on  the  seaboard. 

"The  address  of  the  President,  Dr.  Paine, *  of  Galveston,  upon 
the  subject,  Medicine  and  Government,  which,  he  terms  medical 
and  political  science — two  branches  of  the  main  tree — is  practi- 
cal, scholarly,  and  eloquent,  and  our  friends  of  the  sunny  South 
are  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  in  their  midst  such  an  en- 
thusiastic worker.  The  address  in  surgery  and  anatomy  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  review  by  Dr.  Fly,  of  Galveston.    There  is,  also, 


"*The  Register  should  have  said  Dr.  Sam  R.  Burroughs  and  not  Dr.  Paine  ; 
Dr.  Paine  is  the  President-elect,  and  will  deliver  the  address  at  next  meet- 
ing.   We  regret  this  error,  as  it  does  injustice  to  Dr.  Burroughs. — Ed.  x 
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a  record  of  quite  a  number  of  important  surgical  operations  per- 
formed in  this  section.  The  different  sections  in  which  papers 
were  read  (and  we  regret  that  the  discussions  have  been  omitted) 
are  as  follows  :  section  of  medical  jurisprudence,  psychology, 
and  chemistry;  a  section  on  ophthalmology,  and  otology:  one  on 
practice,  materia,  medica,  and  theurapeutics;  another  on  gyne- 
cology, on  electro-therapeutics,  and  still  another  on  dermatology. 
An  appendix  contains  a  roll  of  the  members  and  a  copy  of  the 
code  of  ethics,  thus  indicating  to  the  world  that  they  are  still 
supporters  of  the  American  Medical  Association  and  its  principles. ' r 
— Philadelphia  Medical  Register. 


Medical  Legislation. — This  subject  will  come  up  for  dis- 
dussion  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  So- 
ciety, December  20th.  Dr.  R.  P.  Talley,  of  Belton,  Bell  county, 
will  read  a  paper  on  the  subject,  and  the  discussion  will  be 
opened  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  by  appointment.  All  the  members 
will  probably  engage  in  the  debate,  and  as  there  is  a  member- 
ship of  over  fifty,  and  a  full  attendance  is  expected,  the  discus- 
sion will  doubtless  take  a  wide  range,  and  be  full  of  interest. 
The  representatives  and  senators  elect  of  the  district  will  be  in- 
vited to  be  present,  as  well  as  several  well  known  legal  gentle- 
men of  this  and  adjoining  counties.  Let  every  member  come 
prepared  to  give  his  views  as  to  the  necessity  or  expediency  of 
regulating  the  practice  by  statutory  enactment. 


Dr.  Swearingen's  Paper. — This  admirable  paper  will  be 
read  with  much  interest  and  pleasure,  not  only  by  physicians, 
but  by  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  subject  which  it  so  ably 
and  fully  presents.  Copies  of  it  will  be  sent  to  ever}'  member  of 
the  legislature,  (which  convenes  in  January).  At  the  meeting 
of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  October  20,  upon  which 
occasion  the  paper  was  presented,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  best  means  of  getting  the  subject 
fairly  before  the  legislature,  and  of  bringing  about  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  reform  advocated.  The  committee  consists  of 
Drs.  JAY.  McLaughlin,  (since  elected  president  of  the  Society), 
W.  A.  Morris,  and  A.  V.  Doak,  (of  Williamson  county). 
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MACKENZIE  AND  THE  GERMAN  DOCTORS. 


As  nearly  all,  if  not  every  single  medical  journal  in  the  world 
— so  far  as  we  know — have  had  something  to  say  in  the  line  of 
advertising  "Sir"  Dr.  Mackenzie,  we  feel  called  upon  to  chip  in 
our  share,  for  consistency's  sake,  and  to  let  people  know  that 
this  Journal  has  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  on  every 
other  subject,  and  that  we  are  not  afraid  to  express  it. 

"Sir"  Dr.  Mackenzie  is  certainly  the  best  advertised  doctor  in 
the  two  continents,  towards  which  end  he  contributed  not  a  little 
himself.  Well,  we  can  hardly  blame  him  for  doing  a  little  blow- 
ing, under  the  circumstances,  since  we  condone  the  same  thing 
on  this  side,  and  wink  at  an  "interview"  with  an  advertising 
phase  for  the  doctor  interviewed.  But,  when  he  details  his  con- 
versation with  the  emperor,  and  prints  the  identical  boot-licking, 
servile  language  addressed  to  his  Majesty,  such,  for  instance,  as 
"I  fear,  your  Majesty,  that  if  Dr.  Bergman  is  permitted  to  again 
touch  your  Majesty's  majestic  throat,  Sir,  I  cannot  have  the 
honor  of  continuing  to  serve  your  Majesty  longer,  your 
Majesty,"  or  words  to  that  effect, — ugh,  it  makes  us  tired!  It 
is  only  excelled  by  "Bill's"  boast  that  he  "seen  Phil.  Armour, 
and  shuck  han's  with  him!"  But  we  exonorate  the  doctor 
from  all  censure — from  everything,  for  having  come  out,  like  a 
man,  and  "told  the  truth;"  told  of  the  utter  incompetency,  not 
to  say  brutality,  of  those  swell  professors  with  "Herr"  to  the 
handle  of  their  names.  If  what  he  says  of  Dr.  Bergmann's  awk- 
ward attempts  and  utter  failure  to  introduce  the  canula  be  true, 
and  that  he  had  to  send  for  Braman,  his  young  assistant,  to  do 
it,  there  is  a  strong  suspicion  that  Bergmann  was  drunk. 

At  first  we  felt  for  the  German  Doctors  ;  felt  that  the  Emperor 
was  almost  a  brute  to  send  to  the  enemy's  country  for  a  doctor, 
when  (we  thought)  the  woods  were  full  of  better  doctors  in  Ger- 
many. We  had  been  led  to  this  belief,  partly  by  the  persistent 
course  pursued  by  certain  would-be  leading  journals  in  America, 
in  quoting,  under  the  head  of  '  'Medical  Progress" everything 1  'Ger- 
man" and  nothing  from  any  thing  American,  as  Brother  Lanphear 
points  out  in  his  "Index, — or  we  believed  Fred,  the  noble,  was 
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a  weak  brother,  to  let  his  English  wife  persuade  him  into  so  dis- 
courteous an  act,  discourteous  to  the  German  profession,  as  to 
send  for  her  Ma's  doctor  from  across  the  channel.  Suppose, 
when  Garfield  was  wounded,  for  instance,  that  he  had  repudiated 
the  entire  profession  of  America,  (pity  he  did  not  have  a  little 
more  penetration  and  discretion  and  kick  out  the  bold 
blunderer  Bliss,)  and  had  sent  for  an  English  or  German 
surgeon,  and  had  given  him  full  charge, — as  Mackenzie 
seems  to  have  had, — what  would  ye  American  have  done  or  said? 
Would  they  not  have  been  as  jealous  as  Turks?  Hence,  we  say, 
we  felt  for  the  Germans, — that  they  had  been  badly  treated. 

But,  now  we  think  we  understand  it, — thanks  to  4 'Sir"  Dr. 
Mackenzie.  The  Emperor  knew  Bergmann  and  the  whole  com- 
poodle.  If  Frederick  was  the  great  man  everybody  says  he  was, 
it  is  impossible  for  him  not  to  have  become  aware  during  more 
or  less  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  surgeons,  that  they  were 
ignorant,  comparatively  ;  it  is  impossible  for  the  shrewdest  per- 
son, to  conceal  his  ignorance  in  the  presence  of  one  whose  per- 
ceptive faculties  were  as  keen  as  were  those  of  the  illustrious 
Frederick  ;  and  Betgmann  knew  it,  hence  his  embarrassment. 
We  owe  Mackenzie  one  ! 


Thk  North  Texas  Mkdical.  Association  will  meet  in 
Sherman,  Texas,  December  n,  12  and  13,  prox.  Dr.  J.  T.  Wil- 
son, of  Sherman,  is  president,  and  Dr.  Geo.  R.  Clayton,  is  secre- 
ary.  The  programme  for  the  meeting  is  as  follows: 
*  Section  on  Surgery :  Recent  Progress  in  Surgery,  by  F.  D. 
Thompson,  M.  D.,  of  Sherman.  Hemorrhage,  by  A.  C.  Scott, 
M.  D.,  of  Gainesville.  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Surgical 
Fever,  by  W.  R.  Mathers,  M.  D.,  of  Collin  county. 

Obstetrics  and  Gynecology:  Troubles  Connected  with  the 
Menopause,  by  I.  P.  Gumby,  M.  D.,  of  Sherman.  Significance 
of  Uterine  Hemorrhage,  by  J.  C.  Erwin,  M.  D.,  of  McKinney. 
Dysmenorrhcea,  by  S.  C.  Ball,  M.  D.,  of  New  Boston,  Bowie 
county. 

Practice  of  Medicine:  Acute  Bright' s  Disease,  by  S.  D.  Moore, 
M.  D.,  of  Van  Alstyne.  Dysentery,  by  J.  J.  Dial,  M.  D.,  of 
Sulphur  Springs.  Diptheria,  by  J.  B.  Hill,  M.  D.,  of  Collin 
county. 

Volunteer  papers  will  also  be  read. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


PHILLIPS7  COD  LIYER  OIL 
Emulsion. 

THE  ESSENTIAL  FEATURES  HEREIN  PRESENTED  ARE 
The  Combination  (the  highest  grade  of  Norway  Oil  with  the  Phosphates) 
The  Perfect  Emulsionizing-  of  the  Oil. 
An  Extremely  Minute  Division  of  the  Oil  Globules. 

(So  fine  a  division  has  not  yet  been  approached  in  any  other  emulsion.) 
Perfect  Miscibility  with  Water,  Milk  or  other  Fluid. 
Permanency  of  Emulsion.  Smoothness. 
Limpidity.      Palatability.  Digestibility. 

<  omparative  tests,  practical  and  scientific,  with  other  emulsions  are  urged. 

This  preparation  lias  the  largest  prescription  patronage  of  any  Emulsion  in  the  United 
States,  and  is  not  advertised  to  the  public 

Put  up  in  6  and  14  oz.  bottles.  Formula,  Analyses,  Photo-Microscopic  Illustrations, 
•etc.,  furnished  on  request. 

ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  CALLED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  OOGOA 

As  furnishing  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  and  convalescing,  and  a  suitable 
Substitute  for  Tea  and  Coffee  for  every  day  use. 

The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  element)  is  herein  digested  by  means 
of  Pancreatine?  producing  a  delicious  Food  Beverage,  which  is  Nourishing  to  a  High 
Degree  and  Assimilated  with  Ease  when  other  nutrients  and  even  Milk  cause  distress. 
Correspondence  solicited. 

wh^/phXhates.  I  The  Chas.  H.  Phillips'  Chemical  Co., 

Phospho  Muriate  of  Quinine.)  30  F»latt  Str.,  New  York. 


DE,.   CUPID'S  ADVIOB. 
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THOMAS  LEEMING  &  CO.,  SOLE  AGENTS,  NEW  YORK. 


AD  VER  T TSEMENTS, 


Succus  Alterans. 

(McDADE.) 

SUCCUS  AI-TEFAXS  is  a  purely  vegetable  compound  of  the  preserved  juice3 
of  Stillingla  Sylvateia,  Lappa  Minor,  Phytolacca  Decandra,  Smilax  Sarsaparilla 
and  Xantlioxylum  Caroliuianum,  as  collected  by  Dr.  Geo.  W.  McDade  exclus- 
ively for   li  Lilly  &  Co.,  and  endorsed  by  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims. 

SUCCUs*  AJLTERAXS  continues  to  gain  favor  from  its  remarkable  Alterative 
and  Tonic  properties,  eliminating  specific  poison  from  tlie  blood  and  increasing  the 
projpf/ttioit  of  rtd  corpuscles  in  amwmic  patients  to  a  wonderful  degree;  is  endorsed 
by  the  medical  profession  and  in  use  by  many  hospitals  of  note. 

SIXCI'S  Al.i'KRASw  in  venereal  and  cutaneous  diseases  is  fast  supplanting 
Mercury,  the  iodides  and  Arsenic;  and  is  a  certain  remedy  for  Mercurializa- 
tion,  Jodism,  and  the  dreadful  effects  often  following  the  use  of  Arsenic  in 
skin  diseases. 

SUCCUS  ALTERASS  is  also  strongly  recommended  for  its  Tonic  and  Alterative 

effects  in  myriad  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  in  all  cases  where  anaemia  is 
a  factor.  Such  patients  rapidly  develop  a  good  appetite,  sleep  soundly,  and 
gain  flesh  rapidly.  Many  cases  are  on  record  where  patients  increased  ten  to 
twenty-five  pounds  in  weight  in  a  few  weeks. 

Muccns  Alterans  is  giving  satisfactory  results  in  treatment  of  Chronic  Rheuma- 
tism and  can  be  used  with  confidence. 

Suceus  Alterans  may  be  given  for  any  length  of  time,  without  injury  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

Succus  Alterans  is  put  up  in  pint  round  amber  bottles,  and  never  in  bulk. 

PHYSICIANS  who  have  not  received  Dr.  McDade's  latest  publication,  the 
Monographia  Svphilitica,  should  send  their  address,  mentioning  this  jour- 
nal, and  we  will  mail  a  copy.  It  contains  a  paper,  illustrated  with  colored 
plates,  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Goodwillie,  of  New  York,  on  the  "Sequela?  of  Syphilis," 
reports  of  cases  in  practice,  and  many  other  valuable  papers. 

ELIXIR  FUR6ANS. 

Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  reliably  stimulates  the  dormant  liver,  without  undue  irri- 
tation, and  has  gentle  yet  positive  effect  upon  the  alimentary  tract.  In  Habitual 
Constipation,  so .  common  in  Women  and  Children,  it  will  be  found  particularly 
useful.  Its  endorsement  at  Bellevue  and  many  other  prominent  hospitals,  East  and 
West,  as  well  as  its  employment  in  general  practice  by  the  most  eminent  medical 
men,  confirms  the  experience  of  years  in  its  use. 
Each  Teaspoonful  Represents 

Rhamnus  Purshiana  JO  grs. 


Euonymus  Atropur  8  grs 

( assia  Acutif olia  ( furif . ) . . .  10  grs 

Iris  Versicolor  4  gr6. 

Hyoscyamus  Niger  2  grs 

Aromatics,  etc. 


In  Prescribing,  please  be  careful  to  write 

Elixir  Furgans  (Lilly) 

That  other  preparations  may  not  be 
substituted. 


Highly  Recommended. 

We  take  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly),  as  prepa?ed  from  the 
ibove  formula,  for  in  it  we  find  a  near  approach  to  positive  perfection  in  the  form  of 
i  Liquid  Cathartic,  and,  from  our  experience  with  the  preparation,  can  highly  rec- 

raimend  it  to  the  profesiion.  _  _  

JAMES  R.  HEALY,  M.  D.,  Sup't  Infants'  &  Children's  Hospital  Randall's  Island,  N.Y 
W.  G.  ROBINSON,  M.  D.,  Surgeonto  Bureau  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Relief  to  the  Out- 
door Poor,  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York. 

J.  H.  SHORTEK,  M.  D.,  Surgeonto  New  York  Opthalmic  and  Aural  Institute. 
JOHN  A.  ARNOLD,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Kings  Co.  Hospital,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 
NELSON  B.  8IZER,  M.  D.,  Sen.  Surg.  Brooklyn  and  E.  Brooklyn  Dispensary,  N.  Y. 
EDWARD  J.  DARKEN,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  DemiU  Dispensary,  New  York  City. 
A.  W.  CaTLIN,  M.  D.,  Attending  Physician  St.  John's  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
CHAS.  H.  COBB,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Columbus  Lying-in  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 
H.  8.  DEARING,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  Etc. 
T.  J.  BRODR1CK,  M.  D.,  Surg.  Charlestoum,  Mass.,  Free  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

mm  m  t         m  mm  jo    £T*f%      Pharmaceutical  Chemists, 

■IJj&  LbIJjJLiK    &  UUfj  Indianapelis,  Ind.,  U.  S.  A. 

SUPPLIED   BY   ALL  DRUGGISTS. 
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y\A.EDICAL    J^EWS    AND  ^VlISCELLANY^ 


The  Texas  Quarantine,  at  Texarkana,  has  just  been  raised. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Crawford,  of  Midlothian,  is  convalescent  from  a 
severe  spell  of  sickness. 

Dr.  J.  W.  T.  Stevens,  of  Mt.  Calm,  has  just  recovered  from 
a  spell  of  typhoid  fever. 


Dr.  D.  B.  McGEE,  of  Hinckley,  is  attending  a  special  course 
at  Tulane  University,  medical  department.,  New  Orleans. 


Married — At  Houston,  Texas.  November  7,  Mr.  John  Hage- 
mann  to  Miss  Nettie  Burke  Daniel,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Daniel, 
of  that  city. 


Dr.  C.  T.  Cooper,  of  Lilac,  Milam  county,  is  attending  the 
clinics  of  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  and  directs  his  Journal 
forwarded  to  hin. 


The  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  Decem- 
ber 4,  5  and  6,  prox. 


Dr.  J.  A.  Southworth,  of  Corsicana,  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  youngest  child,  September  25,  a  bright  little  boy.  We 
tender  our  sympathy  to  the  doctor. 


For  Sale. — $2,500  or  $3,000  practice,  with  residence,  for  sale, 
in  healthy  location.  City  of  2500  inhabitants.  Price  of  resi- 
dence $2,500.    Terms  reasonable.    Address  this  office,  L. 


Married — October  27th  ult.,  Dr.  J.  Dixon  Bruns,  of  New 
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Orleans,  late  editor-in-chief  of  the  N.  O.  M.  cf  S.  Journal,  to 
Miss  Kate  Logan,  daughter  of  General  and  Mrs.  Thos.  M. 
Logan,  of  Virginia. 


Dr.  W.  F.  Blount,  late  the  efficient  and  popular  quarantine 
officer  at  Galveston,  having  resigned,  has  removed  to  Lockhart 
and  resumed  the  practice  of  medicine. 


And  Still  They  Come. — Drs.  Legrande  &  Bowcock  will,  on 
the  15th  of  December  prox.,  issue  at  Anniston,  Ala.,  a  medical 
journal,  to  be  called  the  Alabama  Medical  and  Surgical  Age. 
Success  to  the  chick. 


A  Doctor  Dissects  a  live  subject,  and  is  himself  dissected, 
in  Alabama.  A  Dr.  Nabors,  of  Montevallo,  had  a  difficulty  with 
a  lawyer  Shortridge,  and  they  fought  a  duel  with  bowie  knives 
in  a  dark  room.  Result, — two  cadavers  in  a  bad  state  of  mutila- 
tion. 


The  American  Public  Health  Association  will  meet  in 
Milwaukee,  Wise,  November  20,  21,  22  and  23  (inst.)  We  ob- 
serve, amongst  the  papers  to  be  read,  is  one  "The  History  and 
Administration  of  Quarantine  in  Texas  1878  to  1888  ;  ny  R. 
Rutherford,  M.  D.,  State  Health  Officer  of  Texas. 


The  New  Orleans  Polyclinic. — This  institution,  with  a 
full  corps  of  able  instructors  has  been  successfully  inaugurated. 
The  spring  session  will  open  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1889, 
and  continue  two  full  months.  The  great  Charity  Hospital  af- 
fords abundance  of  clinical  material.  See  announcement  in  our 
advertisement  pages — and  address  Dr.  J.  H.  Bemiss,  President, 
for  particulars. 


Death  of  Mrs.  Patten. — We  are  pained  to  announce  the 
death  of  Mrs.  B.  E.  Patten,  wife  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Patten,  and  mother 
of  Dr.  A.  Patten,  both  of  Mineola,  Texas.    Mrs.  Patten,  for 
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more  than  thirty  years,  had  resided  in  Wood  county,  where  she 
was  always  a  ministering  angel  of  kindness  and  charity,  seeking 
ever  to  mitigate  the  burdens  and  sorrows  of  the  poor  and  afflict- 
ed. She  died  at  Mineola,  Sunday  morning,  October  28,  after  an 
illness  of  two  weeks. 


Removal. — Dr.  S.  H.  Weatherford  has  removed  from  Corn 
Hill  to  Georgetown,  Williamson  county. 


Charles  H.  Phillips,  for  many  years  a  prominent  manufac- 
turer of  chemicals  in  New  York,  and  president  of  the  enterpris- 
ing and  well  known  "  Chas.  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co.,"  30 
Piatt  street,  New  York,  died  suddenly,  of  apoplexy,  last  week. 
His  loss  will  be  seriously  felt  in  commercial  and  social  circles. 


Park,  Davis  &  Co.,  the  enterprising  manufacturers  of  phar- 
maceuticals, has  "downed"  a  would  be  monopolist  of  the  name 
of  acid  phosphate,  and  before  the  courts  of  the  country  has  dem- 
onstrated that  one  man  has  as  much  right  to  manufacture  and 
sell  phosphoric  acid  as  another,  however  rich  and  bull-headed. 
See  fourth  cover  of  our  August  number. 


Prof,  of  Materia  Medica,  (lecturing  on  tannin) — "And  by 
the  bye,  gentlemen,  tannic  acid  is  the  antidote  to  the  poison  of 
mushroom;  can  any  of  you  explain  its  action?" 

Texas  Student — "  T-t-think  I  can,  professor!  " 

1 '  Well,  sir,  explain  to  the  class  the  chemical  reactions  that 
occur,  and  how  tannin  acts  as  antidote  to  the  poison  of  the 
poisonous  mushroom.  " 

"It  f-f-forms  the  t-t-tannate  of  m-niush,  and  leaves  room  in  the 
s-s-stomach ! 


As  was  to  be  expected,  our  denunciation  of  the  hog  as  an  ar- 
ticle of  human  fool,  has  attracted  attention,  and  has  elicited  sev- 
eral articles  in  reply,  only  one,  however,  intended  for  publica- 
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tlon.  Dr.  J.  L.  Cunningham,  of  Dallas,  a  venerable  and  well- 
known  practitioner  of  Texas,  takes  up  the  cudgel  in  defense  of 
the  hog  and  denies  our  allegations  that  the  hog  is  unclean,  or 
filthy  in  his  habits.  But  we  anticipate  ;  the  article  will  appear 
in  full  in  our  next  issue,  and  no  doubt  will  be  much  relished  by 
all  lovers  of  "chine  and  spare  ribs"  as  the  doctor  sa}*s.  Dr.  Cun- 
ningham sent  along  $2  at  same  time  to  help  the  cause  of  jour- 
nalism. 


"The  Flowers  that  Bloom  in  the  [Spring,  Tra-la." — 
An  eminent  medical  man  remarked  in  our  presence  once,  "Liter- 
ature and  the  love  of  the  beautiful  go  hand  in  hand."  We  be- 
lieve that  most  educated  physicians  love  flowers,  and  children. 
We  pity  the  man  who  is  not  touched  by  their  beauty  and 
innocence. 

If  you  would  have  the  delights  of  earry  spring  flowers — the 
modest  and  spotless  lily,  the  gay  tulips,  the  fragrant  hyacinth 
and  the  Poet's  flower,  narcissus;  crocusses,  and  snow  drops,  tube 
roses,  and  the  stately  and  elegant  amarylis,  as  well  as  roses  to 
bloom  early  and  often,  send  now  for  them.  We  have  just  finished 
planting  a  large  lot,  bought  of  Good  &  Reese,  Springfield, 
Ohio.  They  sell  at  half  the  price  charged  by  many  other  well- 
known  dealers  and  send  roses  and  other  plants  double  the  size;  two 
years  old,  well  rooted  roses,  named,  and  of  the  best  varieties  for 
15  cents!  and  twenty  named  roses,  perpetual  bloomers,  smaller  but 
well  rooted,  for  one  dollar  !  and  all  other  standard  plants  and 
bulbs  in  proportion.  Our  plants  and  bulbs,  a  large  lot,  came 
through  in  splendid  shape,  green  and  fresh,  and  the  plants  went 
to  growing,  and  some  of  them,  to  blooming,  right  away  !  Men- 
tion this  Journal. 


P.  M.  B.  A. — The  Circular  Letter  from  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  P.  M.  B.  A.  of  Texas,  to  the  profession,  will  appear  in 
next  issue.    Look  for  it. 
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ACKNOWLEDGED  ! 

The  Best  Advertising  Medium  in  the  South  !  The  Rep- 
resentative Journal  of  the  Texas  Profession  !  Read  in 
every  organized  county  in  the  great  State  of  Texas. 

CIRCULATION. 

Minimum  monthly  edition,  iooo  copies  ;  maximum  edition, 
2500  copies;  1250  and  1500  copies  are  occasionally  published,  and 
are  distributed  almost  exclusively  in  Texas. 

RATES  OF  ADVERTISING  FOR  1 889. 

One  page,  one  year  $75  00 

One  page,  six  months,  or  Y/?  page  one  year  45  00 

One  page,  three  months,  or  %  page  one  year  25  00 

One  page,  one  month,  or  }£  page  one  year  10  00 

Single  insertions  25  per  cent,  higher. 

Preferred  space  :    Inside  page,  facing  reading,  $100  ;  cover 
space  and  first  choice  of  page-facing,  §125  to  $150. 
A  liberal  discount  for  prepaid  advertisements. 
Subscription,  $2.00  a  year,  in  advance. 


Kind  Words. — "Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  is  cer- 
tainly a  plume  in  the  cap  of  its  editor,  and  a  credit  to  the  profes- 
sion of  Texas.  I  have  been  a  close  and  constant  reader  of  the 
Journal  since  July,  1886,  and  you  may  put  me  down  as  a  "full 
scholar"  so  long  as  it  lives,  and  I  am  able  to  practice  medicine. 
With  best  wishes  for  a  long  life  and  prosperity  of  yourself  and 
your  excellent  publication,  believe  me,  truly  yours, 

"J.  T.  B." 

Such  words,  coming  from  one  of  Texas'  best  known  and  ablest 
young  physicians,  makes  the  labor  of  the  journalist  a  work  of 
love,  gives  new  strength  to  his  arm  and  point  to  his  pen, — and 
we  get  many  such. 

Now  is  the  time  to  lay  in  your  wood  for  the  winter,  and  to 
subscribe  for  your  home  Journal,  a  publication  devoted,  heart 
and  soul,  to  the  elevation,  purification  and  advancement  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Texas.  Payday  has  come  to  most  Texas 
physicians.  Push  your  collections,  and  send  a  little  $2  bill  to 
help  along  your  home  Journal. 


pz^pazei  eotn&lvtalio»%  of  ^TTcat-covtvcrftviq,  cFat-  convert* 
#••** * avi^  Starclv-covioexti-ncj  SITatctiak,  aci&ifie&  vuvtf*  t&e  maK  proportion 
1  tys^   of  Qci&a  afvuatjs  present  tvi  tfie  IWaftftn  &tonvao&.     3t  is  a  ■moot  vafwa&fe  oicjeatm^ 
agent,  cmo  SUPERIOR  TO  PEPSIN  ALONE."-Prof.  ATTFIELD,  Ph.  D.,  F.R.S.,  &C, 
Prof,  of  Practical  Chemistry  to  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 


LACTOPEPTINE.  j 

The  most  important  Remedial  Agent  ever  Presented  to  the  Profession,  for 
DYSPEPSIA,  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY, 
CHOLERA  IXFAXTOI, 

CONSTIPATION,  and  all  diseases  arising  from  imperfect  nutrition. 

LACTOPEPTINE  IN  CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 

We  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  great  va'ue  of  Lactor>eptioe  in  Cholera  Infantum, 
and  other  intestinal  troubles  incident  to  the  heated  term. 

Send  address  for  our  Medicai  A'manac,  couta«n«og  valuable  ?ri formation. 

THE  NEW  YORE  PHARMACOL  ASSOCIATION, 
P.  0.  £cx  1574.  New  York. 
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ook  Notices. 


A  Text-Book  of  Human  Physiology  ;  by  Austin  Flint,  M.  D., 
LL.  D.  Seven  hundred  and  ninety  pages,  three  hundred  and 
sixteen  figures  and  two  plates.  Fourth  edition,  entirely  re- 
written.   D.  Appleton  &  Co. 

The  elaborate  description  of  apparatus  and  methods  as  well  as 
the  numerous  historical  references  contained  in  former  editions 
of  this  work,  have  been  left  out  and  the  entire  volume  re- written, 
which  makes  it  practically  a  new  book.  - 

The  author  has  adopted  the  new  chemical  nomenclature,  and 
has  included  both  the  English  weights  and  measures  and  the 
metric  system.  A  number  of  new  plates  and  figures  have  been 
introduced,  and  a  great  many  have  been  discarded.  In  fact,  all 
the  defects  of  the  former  editions  have  been  corrected  and  all  the 
recent  advances  in  pl^siology  have  been  duly  noticed.  We  risk 
nothing  in  saying  that  the  work,  as  it  stands,  is  perhaps  the  best 
text-book  published. 


Diseases  of  Women.  The  Pathology,  Diagnosis,  and 
Treatment,  by  Graily  Hewitt,  M.  D.,  London,  F.  R.  C.  P., 
Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women,  University 
College,  and  Obstetric  Physician  to  the  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  A 
new  American,  from  the  fourth  revised  and  enlarged  London 
edition,  with  236  illustrations,  edited  with  notes  and  additions 
by  H.  Marion-Sims,  M.  D.,  New  York.  Three  volumes,  of 
350  pages  each;  published  by  K.  B.  Treat,  771  Broadway,  N. 
Y.,  1887,  $2.75  each. 

This  is  a  standard  work  on  the  diseases  peculiar  to  women, 
gotten  up  in  the  best  of  style,  with  clear,  open  type,  and  well  il- 
lustrated with  numerous  figures  of  the  most  practical  character. 
The  most  striking  position  taken  by  the  author  is  that  "the 
changes  in  the  shape  and  position  of  the  uterus  are  directly  or 
indirectly  resposible  for  all  the  sufferings  and  discomforts  attend- 
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ant  on  the  affections  peculiar  to  the  female  sex."  He  accounts 
for  reflex  vomiting  during  pregnane}'  by  1  'changes  in  shape  and 
position  of  the  uterus,"  and  claims  certain  relief  by  treatment 
which  removes  these  pathological  conditions. 

It  is  a  work  worth}'  of  a  large  sale.  The  publisher  has  done 
his  part  well. 


The  Physicians'  Pocket  Day  Book.    Designed  by  C.  Henry 
Leonard,  A.  M.,  M.  D.    Size,  7^  inches  long,  3^  inches  wide 
and  fi  of  an  inch  thick.    Bound  in  red  morocco,  for  the 
pocket ;  pencil  loop  and  flap,  red  edges.    Price  $1.00  postpaid. 
The  Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Co. ,  Publishers,  Detroit,  1888. 
This  is  the  10th  year  of  issue  of  the  exceedingly  popular  Day 
Book,  which  contains  several  new  features.    Besides  accommo- 
dating daily  charges  for  thirteen  months  for  fifty  families,  and 
the  other  usual  memorandum  pages,  it  has  a  very  complete  list 
of  doses  of  Old  and  New  Drugs  ;  Poisons  and  their  Antidotes, 
Tried  Tests  of  Urinary  Deposits,  Chemical  and  Microscopical ; 
Obstetric  Calendar;  Disinfectants  for  the  Sick  Room  and  Vaults  ; 
Tables  of  Weights  and  Measures;  Table  of  Eruptive  Fevers,  and 
Drops'in  a  drachm  of  fluid  medicine. 


Annual  of  the  Universal  Medical  Sciences. — A  yearly  re- 
port of  the  progress  of  the  general  sanitary  sciences  through- 
out the  world.    Edited  by  Charles  E.  Sajous,  M.  D,,  lecturer 
on  laryngology  and  rhinology  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  and  seventy  associate  editors,  assisted  by 
over  200  corresponding  editors,  collaborators  and  correspon- 
dents.   Illustrated  with  chromos,  lithographs,  engravings  and 
maps.    F.  A.  Davis,  publisher,  Philadelphia,  1888. 
Ths  work  for  1888  is  to  be  in  five  volumes  of  about  500  pages 
each,  and  judging  from  the  first  two  volumes  which  we  have 
had  time  to  examine,  they  are  all  the  editor  claims  for  them,  and 
should  be  in  the  library  of  every  progressive  physician.    All  that 
is  new  bearing  upon  all  medical  subjects  the  world  over  during 
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the  past  year  is  arranged  and  condensed  in  the  most  approved 
style,  We  heartily  commend  this  publication  and  bespeak  for 
the  enterprising  publishers  a  most  extensive  sale. 


Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Arkansas, 
held  at  Fort  Smith,  April,  1888. 

The  volume  contains  1 24  pages,  well  filled  with  good  matter, 
in  small  clear  type.  Membership  about  200,  represented  mainly 
through  county  societies.  This  meeting  of  the  State  Society 
distinguished  itself  by  passing  certain  resolutions  against  the 
eacouragement  charletanism  receives  at  the  hands  of  the  reli- 
gious press.    May  the  war  continue. 


Proceedings  of  the  Florida  Medical  Association.  Ses- 
sion of  1888. 

This  is  a  neat  pamphlet  of  eighty-four  pages,  and  in  general 
interest  is  quite  an  improvement  over  the  Transactions  of  1887. 

The  paper  by  Dr.  C.  J.  Ken  worth}-,  of  Jacksonville,  entitled 
"Yellow  Fever  Lessons,"  raised  a  ripple  in  the  Association. 
Dr.  Kenworthy  thinks  there  is  too  much  red  tape  business  about 
Surgeon- General  Hamilton  to  suit  the  people  in  Southern 
Florida.  This  paper  is  replied  to  by  Dr.  J.  V.  Porter,  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  do  much  damage  to  Dr.  Kenworthy' s  assertions. 

A  number  of  other  very  worthy  papers  appear  in  the  Proceed- 
ings, principally  upon  the  subject  of  yellow  fever. 


Applied  Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System,  being  a  study 
of  this  portion  of  the  human  body  from  a  standpoint 
of  its  general  interest  and  practical  utility  in  diagnosis, 
designed  for  use  as  a  text-book,  and  a  book  of  reference.  By 
Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  A.  M.;  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  of  the  Nervous  System  in  the  New  York  Post- 
Graduate  Medical  School  and  Hospital,  etc.  772  [pages,  2nd 
edition  re- written,  enlarged  and  profusely  illustrated.  D.  Ap- 
pleton  &  Co.,  1888. 
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This  work,  in  the  first  edition,  has  been  tested  and  adopted  as 
a  text-book  throughout  the  country.  When  this  much  can  be 
said  of  a  book,  little  else  need  be  added.  It  is  a  standard  work, 
and  that  commends  it  to  the  public. 

The  author  truthfully  says:  "When  we  consider  that  every  act, 
which  distinguishes  the  animated  being  from  the  corpse,  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  influence  of  the  nerves,  and  that,  without  these 
electric  wires,  the  heart  would  cease  to  throb,  the  lungs  no  longer 
perform  their  functions,  the  eye  no  longer  be  capable  of  vision, 
the  ear  no  longer  perceive  sound,  and  that  smell,  taste,  expres- 
sion and  movement  would  cease  to  exist,  we  can  then  understand 
how  much  of  physiological  interest  must  center  around  this 
special  study,  and  how  necessary  is  the  thorough  understanding 
of  the  distribution  and  function  of  the  individual  nerves,  if  we 
ever  hope  to  attain  a  comprehensive  grasp  of  the  general  plan  of 
our  construction." 


Publishers'  J^otes. 


We  call  attention  to  the  new  advertisement,  "Svapnia" — puri- 
fied opium. 


The  Chas.  H.  Phillip's  Chemical  Company  have  a  new  ad- 
vertisement.   Read  it. 


Coeden's  Liquid  Beef  is  an  admirable  article  for  convales- 
cents, delicate  persons,  and  in  all  prostrating  diseases. 


"It  is  better  than  pills  in  constipation,"  says  Dr.  Ramsdell,  in 
speaking  of  electric  treatment.    He  uses  a  Kidder  Tip  Battery. 


A  Good  Record. — Dr.  Willis  H.  Davis,  the  surgical  instrument 
dealer  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  says  :  "  Our  thermometers  are  meeting 
wTith  the  highest  approval  by  the  profession ;  of  600  sold  in  Texas 
(by  his  advertisement  in  this  Journal)  not  one  has  been  re- 
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turned  as  inaccurate,  and  only  two  came  in  with  lost  register." 
This  is  a  record  hard  to  beat  and  shows  what  a  judicious  adver- 
tisement in  the  right  kind  of  a  medium  will  do.  "Go  thou  and 
do  likewise." 


Texas  Physicians  who  have  not  tried  Bovinine  as  a  tonic, 
nutrient  and  restorative,  in  exhausting  diseases  should  do  so. 
They  will  be  gratified  at  the  results. 


Attention  is  called  to  the  advertisement  of  the  "Rorick  Sys- 
tem of  Rectal  Treatment"  in  this  issue.  It  is  claimed  for  it  bet- 
ter results  than  by  any  other  yet  devised.  It  is  worthy  of  care- 
ful investigation. 

Messrs.  Fairchild  Bros,  &  Foster  have  received  another 
gratifying  evidence  of  the  progress  made  by  their  products  abroad, 
they  having  been  awarded  the  gold  medal  of  the  International 
Sanitary  or  Health  Exhibition, — "Exposition  D'Ostende"  1888. 


Dr.  Chas.  H.  Merz,  the  house  physician  to  University  Hos- 
pital at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  25th,  1887,  said  :  "I  have  made 
use  of  Papine  for  some  time  past,  both  in  hospital  and  private 
practice,  and  find  it  a  most  agreeable  substitute  for  Morphine  and 
Opium.    It  is  the  anodyne  par  excellciice. 


A  Liberal  Offer — Mr.  H.  B.  Piatt,  36  Piatt  street, 
New  York,  proprietor  Piatt's  Chlorides,  a  powerful  disinfectant 
and  deodorizer,  offers  to  send  free  of  charge,  and  expressage  pre- 
paid, a  sample  bottle  of  the  chlorides  to  any  Texas  physician, 
who  will  send  his  address  and  mention  this  article. 


"Vocal  Failure." — Dr.  Chas.  E.  Sajous  writes:  In  vocal 
failure,  the  effect  of  "Vin  Mariani  Coca"  is  most  satisfactory, 
not  only  through  its  bracing  action  upon  the  vocal  apparatus, 
but  as  a  general  tonic.     I  do  not  hesitate  heartily  to  recommend 
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it  and  thus  add  my  name  to  the  long  list  of  laryngologists  who 
have  indorsed  it. 


Physicians'  Registers. — We  know  that  our  readers  hail  with 
delight  any  improvement  whereby  the  arduous  work  of  a  busy 
practitioner  may  be  lessened,  especially  so  when  the  improve- 
ment carries  with  it  the  means  of  saving  money  as  well  as  labor* 
We  refer  to  the  improved  account-books  copyrighted  by  Henry 
Bernd  &  Co..  of  St.  Louis. 

Those  physicians  who  have  been  using  one  or  the  other  of 
Bernd' s  registers,  speak  of  them  in  the  highest  terms  as  being 
the  best  adapted  for  their  purposes  of  any  work  with  which  they 
have  ever  met.  A  w7ork  that  will  enable  physicians  to  so  enter 
all  debit  and  credit  accounts  in  such  a  manner — very  simple — as 
will  allow  him  to  state  the  indebtedness  of  a  patron  at  a  glance, 
will  save  many  times  its  price  every  year,  and  prove  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  office  of  every  physician.  See  their  illustrated 
advertisement. 


The  Special  Features  of  the  Youth's  Companion  for  the 
coming  year,  as  announced  in  the  Colored  Souvenir  we  have  re- 
ceived, include  six  Serial  Stories,  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Short  Stories,  fully  illustrated.  Also  Tales  of  Adventure,  Illus- 
trated Sketches  of  Travel,  Humorous  Articles,  Scientific  and 
Historical  Articles,  Household  Articles,  One  Thousand  Anec- 
dotes, timely  editorials  on  the  leading  questions  of  the  day,  and 
a  whole  page  each  week  for  the  little  ones.  "The  Companion" 
has  won  a  place  in  the  home  life  obtained  by  no  other  paper,  and 
is  read  every  week  in  nearly  Half  a  Million  families.  With  its 
Double  Holiday  Numbers  at  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  New 
Year's  and  Easter,  its  Weekly  Illustrated  Supplements,  its  fine 
paper  and  beautiful  pictures,  no  other  weekly  literary  paper  can 
approach  it  in  value.  It  is  really  a  $2.50  paper  for  only  $1.75 
a  year.  If  you  send  $1.75  now  you  can  have  it  to  January  1st 
free  and  a  full  year  from  that  date,  including  the  Supplements 
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and  Double  Holiday  Numbers,  and  the  Annual  Premium  List 
with  500  illustrations.  Address  The  Youth's  Companion, 
Boston,  Mass. 


Chicago,  III.,  October  28,  1886. 
Messrs.  Wm.  R%  Warner  cV  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Gentlemen  :    My  attention  has  been  called  to  your  recent 
preparation  entitled  "Bromo-Soda."    It  was,  I  believe,  first  pre- 
pared by  you  partly  at  my  suggestion.    It  consists  of  bromide  of 
sodium,  and  of  the  hydrobromate  of  caffeine,  in  the  proportions 
of  thirty  to  one.    It  was  designed,  as  I  understand,  not  only  to 
allay  nervousness,  but,  by  means  of  the  combination  of  the 
caffeine  with  the  bromide,  to  counteract  the  depressing  effect  of 
the  latter.    I  have  carefully  considered  the  separate  and  com- 
bined effects  of  these  drugs,  and  can,  as  I  do,  heartily  commend 
the  preparation  you  have  made  and  offer  for  the  use  of  the  medi- 
cal profession.    After  a  long  and  careful  experience  with  the 
various  bromides  in  the  treatment  of  those   affections   of  the 
nervous  system  that  embrace  unhealthily  exalted  reflex  excita- 
bility, and  in  general  nervousness,  I  have  arrived  firmly  at  the 
conclusion,  that  the  bromide  of  sodium  is  as  valuable  as  any 
member  of  its  class  as  a  bromide,  and  is  greatly  preferred,  as 
compared  with  the  bromide  of  potassium,  on  account  of  the 
greater  toxic,  or  poisonous  effect  of  the  potassium  salts  upon  the 
human  organism,  as  compared  with  those  in  which  sodium  is  the 
base.    In  the  vast  majority  of  cases  in  which  the  bromides  are 
used,  the  vigor  of  nutrition  is  already  lowered.    It  is,  therefore, 
a  matter  of  very  considerable  consequence  to  select  that  particu- 
lar member  of  this  important  group  of  therapeutic  agents  that, 
while  it  secures  the  depressing,  or  quieting,  effect  desired,  never- 
theless exercises,  in  the  way  of  pernicious  influence,  the  least  on 
the  vigor  of  nutrition,  or,  in  other  words,  the  reparative  power 
of  the  body.    I  am  thoroughly  clear  in  my  mind  that  the  bro- 
mide of  sodium  should  be  substituted  for  the  more  commonly, 
and,  I  may  say,  universally,  employed  bromide  of  potassium.  I 
feel  so  strongly  in  this  matter,  that  I  am  more  than  willing  to 
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make  this  the  occasion  for  stating  clearly  and  at  length  my 
views,  with  hope  that  for  the  benefit  of  the  vast  mass  of  nervous 
invalids,  for  whom  these  agents  are  prescribed,  they  may  have 
the  slight  but  decisive  advantage  that  will  result  from  the  pro- 
posed change.  If  you  shall  be  able  to  exert  a  favorable  influence 
in  effecting  this  through  the  manifold  channels  at  your  disposal, 
the  change,  I  feel  certain,  ought  to  be  made,  you  will  confer  a 
boon  of  no  small  degree  upon  nervous  invalids. — J.  S.  Jewell,  M. 
D.,  in  Medical  Register. 


Bryces's  Visiting  List  for  1889. — We  have  received,  with 
the  compliments  of  the  auther,  a  copy  of  this  handy  and  useful 
companion.  It  is  gotten  up  in  excellent  shape  in  every  respect, 
and  evinces  a  familiarity  for  the  needs  of  the  physician  in  re- 
spect to  a  pocket  companion.  It  is  at  once  visiting  list,  day- 
book and  ledger,  memorandum  book,  etc.  One  thing  about  it 
we  like  is,  it  is  not  half  full  of  very  fine  print  of  tables  and  rules 
for  emergencies,  poisons  and  antidotes,  etc.,  and  such  other  mat- 
ter as  physicians  carry  in  their  heads,  hence,  more  room  is  given 
to  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  book,  to  make  entries;  and  even 
there,  there  is  an  advantage  over  some,  which  are  ruled  and 
cross-ruled  so  fine  that  one  will  have  to  use  a  microscope  as  well 
as  "specs"  in  making  an  entry.  The  pages  are  red-ruled,  and 
the  lines  are  far  enough  apart  to  admit  of  an  entry  being  made 
in  a  legible  hand.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  have  along,  and  we  are 
mighty  much  obliged  to  Bro.  Bryce. 


Errata. — On  page  192,  fourth  line  from  bottom,  for  "fetal" 
read"fatal;"  p.  195,  ninth  paragraph,  for  "former"  read  "latter." 

On  page  211,  second  line  from  top,  for  "nercobiotic, "  read 
"necrobiotic. " 

On  page  222,  second  line  from  bottom,  read  "Dr.  W.  A.  Mor- 
ris" (and  not  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin),  "was  elected  President." 
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THE  APPEARANCE  A>TI>  BEHAVIOR  OF  THE  PUPIL  IN  HEALTH 

AND  DISEASE. 


By  T.  J.  Tyner,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 


[Read  before  the  Travis  County  Medical  Society.  ] 

IN  THE  treatment  of  this  subject,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show 
the  value  of  pupillary  phenomena,  as  a  factor  in  the  diag- 
nosis of  both  local  and  general  diseases. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  here,  that  a  diagnosis  of  some 
remote  disease,  based  upon  the  abnormal  appearance  of  the  pupil, 
without  concomitant  symptoms,  and  until  all  local  causes  which 
might  give  rise  to  abnormal  changes  have  been  excluded,  would 
be  unwarranted,  and,  as  the  significance  of  the  pupil  in  general 
diseases  would  be  of  little  or  no  value  without  a  comprehensive 
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knowledge  of  the  changes  which  take  place  in  local  diseases,  and 
even  in  health,  a  thorough  study  on  this  point  will  amply  repay 
for  the  time  so  given. 

The  normal  pupils  should  be  of  the  same  size  and  shape  in 
each  eye.  To  make  a  simple,  but  satisfactory  examination,  the 
patient  should  sit  in  front  of  a  well-lighted  window,  and  one  eye 
shaded  with  the  hand,  or  a  dark  cloth,  so  that  all  light  is  ex- 
cluded. The  pupil  will  now  dilate,  and  on  removing  the  shade, 
the  patient  at  the  same  time  opening  the  eye,  it  will  be  seen  to 
rapidly  contract  to  its  former  size.  The  other  pupil  will  also  act, 
though  to  a  much  less  extent.  The  first  is  direct,  the  second  in- 
direct reflex  action.  The  pupil  contracts  when  the  eye  is  fixed 
on  a  near  object,  say  eight  to  twelve  inches,  which  is  owing  to 
the  effect  of  accommodation  and  convergence.  If  the  eye  is  now 
directed  to  a  distant  object,  the  pupil  dilates,  though  this  is 
much  less  noticeable  than  in  reflex  action.  In  persons  over  fifty 
years  of  age,  the  pupil  is  contracted,  and  much  less  mobile  than 
in  those  under  that  age,  in  whom  the  pupil  is  dilated.  This  is 
very  clearly  shown  in  the  greater  difficulty  in  making  an  oph- 
thalmoscopic examination  in  old  persons,  and  the  ease  with 
which  it  is  done  in  the  young.  A  deviation  from  this  rule  is 
generally  pathological. 

LOCAL  PATHOLOGY. 

Unequal  pupillae  are  never  seen  in  health,  unless  we  except 
congenital  anomalies,  results  of  traumatism,  and  when  there  is  a 
very  great  difference  in  the  refraction  of  the  two  eyes. 

The  pupil  may  be  immovable  in  iritic  adhesions,  and  is  gen- 
erally contracted,  and  may  be  of  irregular  shape.  This  is  very 
clearly  shown  by  a  few  drops  of  a  one  per  cent,  solution  of 
atropia  in  the  eye,  when  the  pupil  will  yield  only  at  that  portion 
of  the  iris  not  adherent,  and  the  irregularities  will  be  very  strik- 
ing. However,  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  entire  pupillary 
edge  of  the  iris  is  bound  down,  and  absolutely  immovable 
throughout,  though  in  such  a  case  the  cause  is  so  apparent  it 
could  not  be  identified  with  anything  else.  In  atrophy  of  the 
iris  from  intra-ocular  pressure  in  glaucoma,  the  pupil  is  dilated 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


239 


and  immovable.  The  same  is  present  in  amaurosis  due  to  dis- 
ease of  the  retina,  or  optic  nerve.  When  one  eye  only  is  blind, 
the  pupil  is  less  dilated,  and  may  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  mobile. 
This  is,  however,  not  due  to  reflex  action,  but  associated  action. 
Idiopathic  mydriasis  is  almost  always  confined  to  one  eye,  and 
partial  reaction  to  strong  light  may  still  be  manifest,  and  the  ac- 
commodation not  wholly  suspended,  as  only  the  sphincter  may 
be  paralyzed.  It  comes  on  suddenly,  and  as  a  rule  passes  off  in 
the  same  manner,  though  it  may  last  for  a  lifetime.  In  the 
mydriasis  from  atropia,  duboisine,  etc.,  both  the  accommodation 
and  reflexes  are  absolutely  suspended,  and  the  pupil  is  dilated  to 
its  full  extent,  which  is  very  rarely,  if  ever,  the  case  in  the  other 
forms. 

Idiopathic  Myosis  is  very  rare,  and  reaction  very  feeble.  Even 
with  strong  solutions  of  atropia,  the  effect  is  slight.  Why  idio- 
pathic mydriasis,  is  so  much  more  frequently  met  with  than  this 
form  of  myosis,  isjprobably  due  to  the  character  of  the  nerve  sup- 
ply. The  mechanism  which  causes  the  latter,  is  refex  in  its  na- 
ture, and  more  susceptible  to  extraneous  influences  than  the  di- 
lating, which  is  tonic  in  its  action.  However,  this  is  a  mere  hy- 
pothesis, based  only  on  clinical  observation,  and  without  the 
authority  of  any  known  physiological  fact. 

A  word  here  as  to  the  action  of  the  nerves  having  dominion 
over  the  pupil  will  not  be  out  of  place.  '  'The  pupil  is  under  the 
control  of  two  antagonistic  sets  of  nerves.  One,  the  third,  or 
rather  branches  of  the  third, — the  efferent,  the  optic  being  affer- 
ent. This  is  the  contracting  mechanism,  and  refex  in  its  nature; 
the  other,  a  dilating  mechanism,  tonic  in  action,  and  of  which 
the  cervical  sympathetic  is  the  efferent  tract.  Hence,  any 
influence  which  inhabits  one  or  the  other,  causes  either  dilata- 
tion or  contraction.  That  is  to  say,  if  the  third  or  optic  nerve  is 
divided,  contraction  does  not  only  cease,  but  dilatation  occurs  at 
once,  on  account  of  the  tonic  dilating  influence  of  the  sympa- 
thetic being  left  without  resistance,  or  antagonism.  When  the 
sympathetic  is  divided,  contraction  takes  place."  (Quoted  from 
Foster,  from  memory). 

The  most  frequent  local  disturbances  producing  contraction  are, 
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ciliary  neuralgia,  iritis,  and  all  irritating  diseases  of  the  cornea. 
It  may  also  be  produced  by  long  continued  use  of  the  eyes  at 
minute  objects,  such  as  watch-making,  engraving,  etc.,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  the  sphincter  acquires  a  preponderating  power 
over  the  dilator.  Drugs,  as  eserine,  pilocarpine,  etc. ,  cause  rigid 
contraction,  but  the  accommodation  is  only  slightly  affected, 
though  refex  action  is  lost  for  a  time.  The  effect  passes  off  in 
a  few  hours,  while  that  of  atropia  continues  for  from  six  to  eight 
days.  This  has  always  seemed  to  me  an  additional  proof  of  the 
susceptibility  of  the  reflex  apparatus,  or  absence  [of  a  perfect  an- 
tagonism, as  we  know  of  no  reason  why  myotics  should  be  more 
evanescent  than  mydriatics. 

I  come  now  to  a  part  of  the  subject  not  so  well  understood, 
though  no  less  inteiesting.    The  pupil  in  remote  diseases. 

In  cerebral  hypersemia,  congestion,  excessive  use  of  alcohol 
and  opium,  and  the  early  stage  of  meningitis,  the  pupils  are  con- 
tracted. Paralysis  of  the  dilating  fibres  indicates  some  altera- 
tion in  the  sympathetic,  as  in  locomotor  ataxy.  In  this  affection 
the  diameter  is  not  affected  by  the  strongest  light,  but  continues 
to  be  manifest  in  accommodation  and  convergence.  This  is 
known  as  the  Argyle-Robinson  pupil,  and  is  pathognomonic  of 
locomotor  ataxy. 

In  inflammation  following  injuiries  of  the  brain,  myosisisthe 
rule.  In  concussion  of  the  brain  reflex  action  is  lost,  and  re- 
gained very  slowly,  the  length  of  time  depending  on  the 
extent  of  the  injury,  without  either  marked  myosis  or  my- 
driasis. 

Persistent,  or  frequently  recurring  unilateral  dilatation  some- 
times precedes  by  several  years,  some  mental  aberration,  or  gen- 
eral paralysis,  and  should  always  be  regarded  as  a  symptom  of 
great  gravity,  as  it  is  in  nearly  every  case,  premonitory  of  cen- 
tral disturbance.  In  epileptic  coma  the  pupils  are  dilated,  and 
during  the  paroxysm,  should  they  fail  to  react  to  light,  any  sus- 
picion as  to  simulation  would  be  out  of  the  question.  In  hys- 
teria and  hysterical  mania,  the  pupils  are  dilated  ;  also  in  the 
paralytic  form  of  rheumatism,  or  it  may,  in  fact,  does  frequently 
occur,  in  the  latter  stages  of  syphilis  ;  the  poison  setting  up  a 
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periostitis  in  the  spheniodal  fissure  ;  or  pressure  of  a  syphilitic 
tumor,  or  finally,  there  may  be  syphilitic  neuritis.  Mydriasis 
frequently  follows  as  a  sequel  to  diphtheria.  Injuries  of  the 
brain  with  a  widely  dilated  pupil  of  one  eye,  indicates  an  intra- 
cranial hemorrhage  on  the  same  side,  with  a  direct  presure  on  the 
oculo-motor  nerve  in  its  course  through  the  middle  cranial  cavity. 

The  ephemeral  dilatation  of  the  pupil  at  different  periods  of 
the  day,  is  due  to  irritation  of  the  sympathetic,  and  is  a  premon- 
itory symptom  of  monomania.  This  is  also  present  in  helmen- 
thiasis,  the  pupil  rapidly  dilating  at  varying  intervals  during  the 
day. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  the  following  general 
remarks  in  bad  taste  : 

The  abnormal  appearance  of  the  pupil — particularly  when 
unilateral — should  never  be  disregarded,  for  it  is  frequently  the 
first  symptom  of  some  of  the  gravest  cerebral  affections  ;  though 
fur  the  most  part,  it  is  but  one  in  an  interminable  group  of  symp- 
toms, and  can  be  only  an  aid  in  the  diagnosis,  except  in  rare 
cases. 

To  differentiate,  and  localize  cerebral  disturbances,  is  attended 
with  more  difficulties  than  any  other  undertaking  in  pathology, 
and  can  only  be  made  with  certainty,  by  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  anatomy  of  the  brain,  combined  with  much  experience, 
which  alone  can  enable  us  to  correctly  interpret  the  symptoms, 
as  they  are  made  manifest. 


[Read  at  Travis  Comity  Medical  Society  Meeting,  and  Ordered  Printed.] 


HE  SUBJECT  that  I  have  to  present  for  your  consideration 


I  to-night,  is  uraemia  and  apoplexy.  As  neither  word 
conveys  the  idea  of  a  specific  disease  in  itself,  but  is  only  used 
to  designate  a  certain  condition  of  the  body,  it  will  become  nec- 
essary to  enter  briefly  into  an  investigation  of  the  causes  pro- 
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ductive  of  each.  By  ursemia  we  understand  that  an  unhealthy 
condition  of  the  blood  exists,  resulting  from  retention  in  it,  of  cer- 
tain constituents  excrementitious  in  their  nature,  that  should  be 
eliminated  by  the  kidneys.  These  excrementitious  matters,  are 
those,  resulting  from  the  decomposition  of  nitrogenous  matters 
in  the  body,  and  are  urea,  creatinine,  sodium  and  potasium  urates, 
and  sodium  and  potassium  hippurates.  Of  these,  urea  is  by  far 
the  most  important  constituent  of  the  urine,  both  in  regard  to 
character  and  amount,  forming  more  than  one-half  the  entire 
quantity  of  its  solid  ingredients,  and  (80)  eighty  per  cent,  of  all 
those  of  an  organic  nature.  The  most  important  fact  known 
with  regard  to  the  origin  of  urea  is,  that  it  is  ?wt  found  in  the 
kidneys,  but  pre-exists  in  the  blood  in  small  proportion,  and  is 
drained  away  from  the  circulating  fluid  during  its  passage 
through  the  renal  vessels.  This  was  first  shown  by  the  expe- 
riments ofPrevost  and  Dumas,  who  after  extirpating  the  kidneys 
or  tying  the  renal  arteries  in  the  living  animal,  found  the  quan- 
tity of  urea  in  the  blood  increased  in  marked  proportion,  owing 
to  the  arrest  of  its  elimination  by  the  kidneys.  It  has  also  been 
found  in  the  blood  of  the  human  subject  in  cases  of  renal 
diseases  in  nearly  ten  times  its  normal  quantity.  It  has  ?iot  been 
found,  however,  in  sufficient  quantitiy  in  any  of  the  solid  tissues 
to  indicate  the  immediate  source  of  its  production.  It  is  either 
formed  in  the  blood  itself,  by  transformation  of  some  previous 
nitrogenous  combination,  or  it  is  absorbed  by  the  blood  too  rap- 
idly to  be  detected  as  an  ingredient  of  the  solid  tissues.  The 
retention,  then,  of  these  substances  of  nitrogenous  origin  in  the 
blood,  brings  about  that  morbid  condition  that  we  recognize  as 
uraemia. 

The  diseases  productive  of  this  state,  are  those  grouped 
together  under  the  general  name  of  Bright' s  disease.  It  is  also  a 
result  of  the  pregnant  state.  There  are  three  forms  of  this,  con- 
stituting really  three  distinct  and  separate  diseases,  having  some 
symptoms  in  common,  but  differing  essentially  in  the  patholog- 
ical condition  of  the  kidney.  These  are  nephritis,  granular, 
degeneration,  and  lardaceous  disease.  It  is  not  however  with  in 
the  scope  of  this  paper  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  structural 
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changes  of  these  different  forms  of  Bright' s  disease,  or  differen- 
tiate their  pathology.  It  is  sufficient  for  our  present  purpose,  to 
know  that  they  are  all  factors  in  producing  that  morbid  condi- 
tion known  as  uraemia,  by  interfering  with  the  normal  functions 
of  the  kidneys.  And  not  only  is  the  condition  that  we  designate 
uraemia,  wherein  the  nervous  system  appears  to  be | the  chief  suf- 
ferer, a  sequent  to  these  diseases,  but  there  is,  as  a  result  of  them 
a  general  depravation  of  the  blood,  and  a  tendency  to  numerous 
conflicting  troubles ;  such  as  pericarditis,  pleuritis,  peritonitis, 
pneumonitis,  bronchitis,  neuralgia,  amaurosis,  hypertrophy  of  the 
left  ventricle,  and  cerebral  hemorrhage.  Hypertrophy  of  the  heart, 
especially  of  the  left  ventricle,  is  one  of  the  most  common  results 
of  this  blood  dyscrasia.  Dr.  Bright  thought  this  was  due  to  the 
altered  condition  of  the  blood,  rendering  it  difficult  of  passage 
through  the  capillaries,  consequently  the  vis  a  tergo  has  to  be 
augmented,  by  more  powerful  contractions  of  the  left  ventricle, 
and  which  finally  eventuates  in  its  hypertrophy.  After  a  patient 
has  suffered  a  graeter  or  less  length  of  time  from  organic  disease 
of  the  kidneys,  and  he  is  not  carried  off  by  some  of  the  complica- 
tions that  may  intervene,  the  nervous  system  begins  to  manifest 
the  influence  of  the  morbid  condition  of  the  blood  on  it.  The 
patient  begins  to  experience  a  sense  of  restlessness,  giddiness,  or 
stupidity ;  he  may  have  wandering  and  delirium,  and  after  a 
time,  convulsions  may  ensue,  or  he  may  pass  into  a  quiet  stupor. 
This  state  of  quiet  stupor  is  characteristic  of  renal  disease. 
The  pulse  generally  is  quiet,  the  skin  cool,  the  temperature 
about  normal,  the  pupil  sometimes  normal,  andsometimes  dilated. 
There  is  a  peculiar  stupor,  which  increases  as  the  end  draws 
near,  and  the  insensibility  deepens.  The  respiration  is  generally 
quick,  and  accompanied  with  labial  rather  than  gutteral  sounds. 

There  is  no  localized  paralysis,  no  inequality  between  the  two 
sides,  but  general  immobility  and  torpor.  "The  lateral  sym- 
metry of  uraemia  is  one  of  its  most  important  diagnostics.  The 
condition  of  the  brain  under  such  circumstances  is  one  which 
may  be  briefly  described. ' '  The  noticeable  fact  about  it,  is  ex- 
treme anaemia.  The  large  vessels  are  empty,  the  gray  matter 
blanched,  while  the  white  matter  is  perfectly  colorless,  scarcely  a 
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trace  of  blood  exuding  upon  the  cut  surface.  There  is  often 
slight  excess  of  watery  fluid  in  the  various  cavities,  and  inter- 
stices, but  not  sufficient  to  produce  any  pressure  upon  the 
cerebral  substance.    "The  brain  is  generally  firm  as  in  health." 

The  prognosis  in  uraemia  is  generally  unfavorable.  It  depends 
principally  on  the  extent  of  the  kidney  disease,  of  which  it  is 
a  result.  When  co-existing  with  acute  renal  trouble,  the  prog- 
nosis is  more  favorable  than  when  with  the  chronic.  "Puerperal 
cases,  although  involving  great  immediate  danger,  are  very  fre- 
quently recovered  from,  probably  because  they  owe  their  origin  to 
a  combination  of  circumstances,  which  do  not  long  persist.  The 
leading  indication  for  treatment  is  to  restore  the  suppressed 
secretion  of  the  kidney.  For  this  purpose  non-irritating  diur- 
etics, as  digitalis,  and  copious  drafts  of  pure  water  should  be 
used.  If  we  should  fail  in  this,  we  must  assist  the  kidney  by 
the  administration  of  hydragogue  cathartic,  and  diaphoretics 
When  convulsions  occur,  chloroform,  the  bromides  and  hydrate 
chloral,  must  be  used,  singly  or  combined  according  to  the  indi- 
cations in  each  case. 

Apoplexy,  like  the  foregoing,  is  not  in  itself  a  definite  dis- 
ease. It  only  represents  a  condition  that  may  result  from  differ- 
ent pathological  causes.  As  commonly  used,  it  is  applied  to  the 
sudden  abolition,  or  not  at  all  impairment  of  consciousness  and 
power  of  motion.  "The  apoplectic  condition  may  be  due  to  a 
sudden  cerebral  lesion,  such  as  hemorrhage  or  vascular  obstruc- 
tion; or  to  a  sudden  shock,  or  other  impression  arresting  the 
cerebral  functions,  but  causing  no  visible  alteration  in  the  brain. 
The  great  cause  of  apoplexy  is  sudden  cerebral  lesion,  which 
may  be  traumatic,  or  without  external  injury.  Injury  may 
lead  to  apolexy  by  simple  concussion,  by  laceration  of  the  brain, 
or  by  rupture  of  vessels  and  hemorrhage.  Apoplexy  not  due  to 
injury  may  be  caused  by  congestion;  by  thrombosis  or  embol- 
ism; but  especially  by  hemorrhage.  The  latter  is  its  most  com- 
mon and  most  efficient  cause.  Profound  coma  is  rarely  due  to 
any  other  spontaneous  cerebral  lesion."  In  fatal  cases  by  far  the 
most  frequent  of  these  conditions  is  hemorrhage  within  the  cra- 
nium.   "The  abruptness  of  an  attack  of  apoplexy  is  implied  in 
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the  name.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  it  is  without  premonition; 
though  it  is  sometimes  preceded  by  certain  cerebral  symptoms,  as 
weight  or  fulness,  vertigo,  tinnitus  aurium,  and  flushing  of  the 
face.  These  symptoms  are  not,  however,  sufficiently  significant 
to  warrant  the  prediction  of  an  impending  attack,  except  they  be 
in  a  patient  who  has  been  the  subject  of  a  previous  one. 

It  is  not  rare  for  the  stroke  to  occur  at  a  moment  when  the  patient 
feels  unusually  well.  One  of  the  prominent  symptoms  of  apoplexy 
is  loss  of  consciousness,  without  obvious  failure  of  the  heart's 
action.  The  onset  is  often  instantaneous  so  that  the  sufferer 
falls  to  the  ground  The  face  may  be  flushed  or  pale, — it  is 
rarely  very  pale.  The  heart  and  arteries  beat,  often,  with  undue 
force  and  frequency.  Respiration  continues,  but  is  labored  and 
stertorous.  The  limbs  are  motionless.  In  severe  cases  no  reflex 
action  can  at  first  be  excited.  The  pupils  may  be  dilated,  con- 
tracted or  unchanged;  in  profound  coma, they  are  usually  dilated, 
and  they  often  vary  in  size  spontaneously,  being  sluggish  in  their 
action  to  light.  The  full  development  of  the  apoplectic  state  may 
occupy  a  few  seconds  or  be  protracted  to  half  an  hour  or  more. 
The  liability  to  apoplexy  has  a  manifest  relation  to  age;  which 
increases  from  twenty  years  upward,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
the  age  is  over  fifty.  Cases  under  twenty  are  rare,  yet  they  are 
occasionally  observed.  Microscopical  researches  have  appeared 
to  show  that  hemorrhages  into  the  substance  of  the  brain  is  gen- 
erally a  result  of  fatty  or  calcareous  degeneration  of  the  coats  of 
the  smaller  cerebral  arteries.  Sometimes,  also  small  aneurismal 
dilatations  of  minute  arteries  are  found.  Softening  of  the  cere- 
bral substance  sometimes  precedes  the  hemorrhage.  This  soft- 
ening is  due  to  degeneration  of  the  arterial  coats,  or  perhaps  to 
the  interruption  of  the  circulation  by  an  embolus.  The  depend- 
ence of  extravasation  on  this  condition  of  the  minute  arteries  of 
the  brain  explains  the  fact  that  apoplexy  is  most  likely  to  occur 
in  advanced  life,  the  degenerative  changes  just  named  occuring 
especially  in  old  age. 

The  prognosis  in  apoplexy  depends  upon  the  extent  of  the  brain 
lesion  and  intensity  of  the  attack.  As  long  as  unconsciousness 
is  complete  and  reflex  action  abolished,  the  patient  is  in  danger 


246 


daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


of  speedy  death.  Persistent  depression  of  temperature,  or  a  rise 
of  several  degrees  above  the  normal,  after  an  initial  fall,  are 
both  of  grave  significance.  A  sudden  recurrence  or  increase  of 
apoplectic  symptoms,  a  few  hours  or  daj^s  after  a  slighter  at- 
tack, is  always  grave,  indicating  a  fresh  extravasation.  If  the 
localizing  symptoms  point  to  a  lesion  of  the  pons  or  medulla,  the 
prognosis  is  very  unfavorable.  Previous  cerebral  disease  renders 
the  prognosis  bad.  This  is  also  unfavorable,  when  the  organic 
functions  of  the  circulation,  respiration  and  deglutition,  are  not- 
ably impaired.  Early  return  of  consciousness  and  alteration  in 
temperature  are  favorable  signs.  An  early  recovery  from  the 
hemiplegic  state  is  also  a  favorable  symptom.  A  complete  re- 
covery from  the  hemiplegia,  however,  is  rare.  Apoplexy  with 
this  condition  is  followed  by  more  or  less  impairment  of  mind. 
A  remarkable  sequel  in  some  cases  is  the  loss  of  speech,  not  from 
difficulty  of  articulation,  but  from  an  inability  to  use  words.  The 
cases  of  complete  recovery  from  the  apoplectic  state,  are  proba  - 
bly  those  due  to  congestion  rather  than  extravasations. 

I  will  only  say  a  few  words  about  treatment.  If  absence  of 
hemiplegia,  and  the  presence  of  a  flushed  face  and  strong  resist- 
ing pulse  indicate  congestion  as  the  cause,  prompt  and  free  vene- 
section is  indicated,  and  upon  it  may  depend  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient. An  emetic  and  purgative  are  also  indicated,  if  there  is 
evidence  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  being  loaded.  If  the  evi- 
dences of  extravasation  are  present,  the  propriety  of  blood  let- 
ting is  doubtful.  It  will  not  remove  the  clot.  It  is  contra- 
indicated  by  feebleness  of  constitution,  completeness  of  coma  in- 
dicating a  large  extravasation,  or  if  its  situation  at  the  base  of 
the  brain  be  indicated  by  notable  disturbance  of  respiration  and 
at  least  deglutition.  Good  judgment  is  required  in  the  use  of  this 
remedy.  It  will  be  pernicious  or  useful  according  to  the  discrimi- 
nation with  which  it  is  employed.  In  view,  however,  of  the 
fact  that  apoplexy  generally  involves  extravasation,  this  meas- 
ure is  indicated  in  only  a  small  proportion  of  cases.  The  patient 
should  be  placed  in  a  cool,  airy  apartment,  the  head  elevated,  and 
cool  applications  made  to  it,  whilst  the  feet  are  immersed  in  hot 
mustard  water,  if  they  are  cool.    If  the  patient  survive  the  im- 
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mediate  effects  of  the  first  attack,  remedies  must  be  addressed  to 
the  conditions  that  may  remain,  as  the  hemiplegic  state,  local 
inflamation  that  be  may  excited  by  the  clot,  etc. 

As  to  the  differential  diagnosis  of  uraemia  and  apoplexy  in  a 
given  case,  it  may  be  made  without  great  difficulty,  provided  the 
uraemia  is  not  associated  with  cerebral  hemorrhage,  and  we  can 
get  a  correct  history  of  the  case.  If  called  to  a  patient  in  a 
comatose  state,  we  must  take  into  consideration  his  antecedents, 
and  if  we  find  he  has  been  a  sufferer  from  renal  desease,  or  the 
coma  has  come  on  gradually,  or  has  succeeded  convulsions,  the 
complexion  anaenic,  the  pulse  quiet,  the  temperature  normal  or 
below,  the  stertor  labial  instead  of  gutteral,  if  there  is  no  local- 
ized paralysis,  we  may  feel  quite  sure  we  have  a  case  of  uraemic 
coma.  If,  however,  there  should  be  hemiplegia,  we  may  very 
reasonably  conclude  we  have  apoplexy  resulting  from  cerebral 
hemorrhage.  But  these  conditions  may  exist.  One  of  the 
common  terminations  of  the  granular  degeneration  of  the  kid- 
neys, with  uraemia,  is  in  cerebral  hemorrhage,  and  where  these 
are  associated  we  must  rely  on  the  history  of  the  case  and  analy- 
sis of  the  urine  to  establish  our  diagnosis.  If  we  cannot  get  a 
satisfactory  history  of  the  patient,  and  all  other  causes  that  might 
produce  the  comatose  state  have  been  excluded,  and  we  are  to 
decide  between  uraemic  intoxication  and  apoplexy,  if  paralysis 
be  present  and  the  composition  of  the  urine  is  normal,  the  evi- 
dence is  in  favor  of  apoplexy.  If  there  should  be  albuminous 
urine,  with  renal  casts,  and  no  paralysis,  it  would  favor  uraemia, 
but  if  both  albuminous  urine  and  paralysis  are  present,  it  would 
be  probable  that  uraemia  and  apoplexy  from  cerebral  hemorrhage 
exists. 

Apoplectic  attacks  are  generally  sudden,  frequently  coming 
on  when  the  patient  is  feeling  unusually  well;  uraemic  coma  is 
gradual,  and  often  associated  with  accumulations  in  the  serous 
cavities  as  well  as  general  anasarca.  In  apoplexy  the  patient  is 
often  of  robust  form  and  florid  complexion,  though  by  no  means 
always,  whilst  in  uraemia  he  is  anaemic  and  pale.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  coma  will  sometimes  help  us  to  decide.  In  uraemia,  it 
is  less  profound  than  in  cerebral  mischief.     In  apoplexy  the 
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coma  is  often  very  profound.  The  mode  of  onset  has  some  sig- 
nificance. In  apoplexy  it  is  sudden,  in  uraemia  slow.  The 
uraemic  patient  becomes  drowsy,  and  then  comatose.  But  with 
convulsions,  uraemic  coma  may  also  come  on  suddenly.  General 
convulsions  at  the  outset  favor  uraemia.  Cerebral  mischief  some- 
times commences  with  convulsions,  but  the  convulsions  then  are 
generally  unilateral,  and  one-sided  symptoms  are  almost  always 
afterwards  to  be  recognized.  Rigidity  of  limbs,  or  local  muscu- 
lar twitching,  is,  if  constant  in  seat,  in  favor  of  cerebral  mischief ; 
if  variable  in  position,  it  is  in  favor  of  uraemia.  The  state  of  the 
pupils  is  alone  of  little  importance.  The  pupil  may  be  normal 
or  dilated  in  uraemia  or  apoplexy.  Inequality  of  the  pupils,  an 
unilateral  symptom,  points  to  brain  mischief.  In  a  doubtful 
case,  the  retina  should  be  examined,  since  albuminuric  retinitis 
points,  in  the  absence  of  the  signs  of  localized  cerebral  lesion, 
strongly  to  uraemia.  Lastly,  the  temperature  should  be  noted. 
In  uraemia  there  is  persistent  uniform  depression;  in  cerebral 
lesions  the  initial  depression  is  succeeded  by  a  rise  to  a  point 
above  the  normal. 

Before  closing  I  must  say  I  am  aware  of  the  incompleteness  of 
the  treatment  of  this  subject,  but  for  whatever  of  merit  the  paper 
may  contain,  I  am  indebted  to  Messrs.  Dickinson,  Grainger, 
Stewart,  and  Gowers,  of  Great  Britain,  and  Dalton,  Flint,  and 
Bartholow,  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 


A   SUCCESSFUL   TAGINAL  HYSTERECTOMY   FOR  CARCINOMA 

UTERI. 


By  Wm.  H.  Wathen,  M.  D.,  Louisville,  Ky. 


[Abstract  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological 
Society  at  Birmingham,  Alabama,  December  5,  1888.  Contributed  to  this 
Journal  by  the  author.] 

I HAD  written  a  paper  on' 'Hysterectomy  for  Malignant  Diseases 
of  the  Uterus,' '  to  read  before  the  Southern  Surgical  and  Gyn- 
ecological Society  in  September,  but  after  the  meeting  was  de- 
ferred to  December,  I  read  the  paper  before  the  Association  of 
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Obstetricians  and  Gynecologists  at  the  meeting  of  the  Congress 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Washington.  I  again  find  my 
name  in  the  new  program  to  report  upon  the  same  subject.  It 
would  not  be  courteous  to  the  members  of  this  society  for  me 
to  read  that  paper  again,  for  an  extended  abstract  has  been  pub- 
lished in  many  of  the  medical  journals  in  different  sections  of 
the  country. 

But  that  I  may  in  a  degree  fulfil  my  promise,  I  have  concluded 
to  report  a  successful  vaginal  hysterectomy  which  I  did  in  Octo- 
ber, and  to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  improved  technique  of 
the  operation,  especially  upon  that  part  of  the  details  relating  to 
hsemostasis.  I  operated  in  the  forenoon  of  October  9th,  at  the 
Norton  Infirmary,  of  Louisville,  on  Mrs.  B.  A.,  thirty-four  years 
old,  of  Irish  descent,  and  a  mother  of  five  children.  When  she 
consulted  me,  about  the  first  of  August,  she  was  suffering  with 
nearly  constant  bleeding,  the  blood  being  mixed  with  an  offen- 
sive matter.  Her  digestive  and  assimilative  functions  were  not 
good,  and  she  was  badly  nourished  ;  she  was  losing  flesh  rapid- 
ly, and  her  general  appearance  indicated  approaching  cachexia. 

I  concluded  from  the  history  she  gave  me  of  her  trouble,  that 
the  disease  began  from  twelve  to  eighteen  months  before  I  saw 
her.  Upon  examination  I  found  carcinoma  of  the  cervix  uteri 
extending  up  the  endometrium,  but  not  involving  the  vagina  or 
any  of  the  uterine  adnexa.  The  uterus  was  in  normal  position 
and  perfectly  movable,  and  no  enlargement  of  pelvic  or  other 
glands  could  be  detected.  I  did  not  believe  all  the  disease  could 
be  removed  except  by  total  extirpation  of  the  uterus,  and  advised 
her  to  have  the  operation  done  as  soon  as  I  could  succeed  in  tem- 
porarily improving  her  local  and  general  condition.  She  lost 
but  little  more  blood,  and  by  the  first  of  October  looked  and  felt 
much  better,  and  there  was  hardly  any  further  extension  of  the 
cancer. 

She  was  prepared  for  the  operation  by  being  well  purged,  care- 
fully bathed,  and  the  vagina  washed  out  with  two  gallons  of  hot 
water.  The  hair  was  cut  from  her  pubes,  and  the  parts  washed 
well  with  ether,  and  a  1-2000  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury. 
The  instruments,  sponges,  etc.,  were  prepared  with  all  the  asep- 
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tic  care  that  should  govern  us  in  doing  successful  abdomal  sur- 
gery. I  was  assisted  in  the  operation  by  Drs.  H.  H.  Grant,  J. 
B.  Marvin,  J.  M.  Matthews,  H.  Orendorf  and  F.  C.  Simpson. 
The  water  was  boiled,  and  the  instruments  and  sponges  were  put 
by  the  nurse  in  weak  carbolic  acid  solution.  Chloroform  was 
administered  and  the  operation  done  after  the  following  fashion  : 
The  woman  was  put  in  the  exaggerated  lithotomy  position,  and 
the  neck  of  the  uterus  exposed  by  a  Sim's  speculum  and  retrac- 
tors, and  drawn  to  the  vulva  with  a  heavy  vulsellum  forceps. 
The  vagina  was  cut  away  from  the  cervix  at  a  distance  of  about 
one-fourth  of  an  inch  from  its  attachment,  and  two  or  three  small 
bleeding  arteries  secured  by  catch  forceps.  Further  dissections 
posteriorly  and  anteriorly  were  made  with  the  finger.  The  pouch 
of  Douglass  was  first  opened  and  all  posterior  attachments  of  the 
uterus  rapidly  separated  ;  then  the  uterus  was  carefully  dissected 
from  the  bladder,  great  caution  being  observed  to  prevent  wound- 
ing this  organ  or  the  ureters.  Finally  all  that  held  the  uterus 
in  position  had  been  divided  except  the  folds  of  the  broad  liga- 
ments. The  index  finger  was  now  hooked  well  over  the  left 
ligament  and  it  was  secured  at  a  distance  from  the  uterus  by  a 
catch  forceps  of  my  device,  which  I  here  show  you.  The  right 
ligament  was  clamped  in  the  same  way.  Both  ligaments  were 
then  divided  with  the  scissors  near  the  clamps,  and  the  uterus, 
ovaries  and  tubes  were  pulled  away  through  the  vulva. 

The  uterus  was  not  inverted,  and  was  removed  in  just  twenty 
minutes.  To  prevent  the  possibility  of  hemorrhage,  all  bleeding 
surfaces  or  points  were  caught  in  catch  forceps,  so  that  when  the 
operation  was  done  eight  pairs  were  left  in  the  vagina.  She  did 
not  lose  more  than  one  or  two  ounces  of  blood  during  the  opera- 
tion, and  none  after  it.  The  small  forceps  were  removed  in  twenty- 
eight  hours,  and  the  two  large  ones,  clamping  the  broad  liga- 
ments, were  removed  in  fifty-two  hours.  A  small  pledget  of  sub- 
limated cotton  was  introduced  into  the  vagina  to  hold  the  forceps 
apart  and  to  aid  drainage,  and  the  vulva  was  well  covered  with 
absorbent  cotton  and  a  T  bandage  applied.  No  sutures  were 
used  to  control  hemorrhage  or  to  unite  surfaces,  and  the  vaginal 
vault  was  left  open.    The  cotton  was  removed  from  the  vagina 
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when  the  small  forceps  were  taken  off,  and  it  was  subsequently 
used  only  as  a  dressing  over  the  vulva.  The  discharge  of  ne- 
crosed matter,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  forceps,  was 
rather  profuse  and  offensive  for  a  few  days,  but  after  a  week  it 
had  nearly  ceased  and  was  not  at  all  offensive  in  odor.  No  vagi- 
nal washes  were  used,  but  the  dressing  was  removed  twice  daily 
and  the  external  parts  carefully  cleansed.  She  was  allowed  to 
lie  on  her  back  or  sides,  as  she  preferred,  and  her  water  was 
drawn  for  one  week.  Her  bowels  were  moved  on  the  sixth  day 
with  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  moved  every  day  or  every  second 
day  afterward.  She  had  beef  peptonoids,  beef  tea  and  mutton 
broth  for  three  or  four  days,  then  she  began  to  take  milk  and  a 
little  solid  food,  each  day  increasing  the  quantity,  and  after  the 
eighth  day  she  took  house  diet.  She  suffered  two  days  from  the 
presence  of  the  forceps,  and  for  two  days  more  from  an  irritabil- 
ity of  the  bladder.  She  was  given  during  this  suffering  one- 
sixth  of  a  grain  of  morphine  two  or  three  times  daily.  Her  pulse 
after  the  operation  and  during  the  first  day  was  sixty  beats  per 
minute.  It  then  ranged  from  sixty  to  ninety,  seldom  getting 
above  seventy-five.  Her  temperature  reached  nearly  1010  on  the 
second  day,  probably  caused  by  the  local  annoyance  and  pain 
from  the  clamps.  It  then  ranged  from  980  to  ioo°.  At  no  time 
was  there  any  shock  or  sepsis,  and  she  made  an  uninterrupted  re- 
covery. She  was  out  of  the  bed  on  the  15th  day,  and  left  the  In- 
firmary on  the  19th  day. 

The  vaginal  vault  had  perfectly  united  at  the  end  of  one  week. 
I  have  examined  her  several  times  since  she  left  the  Infirmary, 
and  can  detect  no  evidence  of  any  return  of  the  disease.  Her 
general  condition  and  appearance  and  all  her  functions  had  im- 
proved about  twenty-five  per  cent,  at  the  end  of  the  second  week, 
and  she  has  continued  to  get  better ;  in  fact,  she  looks  and  feels 
perfectly  well  and  is  going  out  on  the  street,  and  is  attending  to 
her  domestic  duties. 

I  interdicted  sexual  intercourse  for  three  months,  but  probably 
this  precaution  is  not  entirely  necessary,  as  there  has  been  neither 
pain  nor  tenderness  on  pressure  after  the  third  week  in  the  va- 
gina or  on  the  pelvic  or  abdominal  cavities. 
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A  careful  microscopic  examination  of  the  specimen  removed 
was  made  by  Mr.  Simon  Flexner,  who  reports  as  follows  : 

Louisville,  Ky.,  Nov.  3,  1888. 

My  Dear  Doctor ; 

Herewith  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  report  on  the  examination  of 
a  specimen  handed  to  me.  The  specimen  consisted  of  uterus, 
tubes  and  ovaries  just  removed.  The  uterus  had  suffered  marked 
change  in  configuration.  The  cervix  was  changed  most,  and 
was  the  seat  of  evident  degenerative  change. 

The  degenerative  process  could  be  traced  by  the  unaided  eye 
through  the  cervix  and  about  one-half  the  length  of  the  fundus, 
where  the  tissue  had  a  more  healthy  appearance.  This  limita- 
tion of  degenerative  process  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  mi- 
croscopical examination,  as  will  appear.  The  tubes  were  ap- 
parently in  a  healthy  condition  and  the  ovaries  presented  no  ab- 
normal features  save  a  few  cysts. 

On  microscopical  examination  the  growth  involving  the  cervix 
proved  to  be  adeno-carcinoma.  As  before  indicated,  the  new 
process  extending  into  the  body  of  the  uterus  disappearing  about 
its  center.  In  the  mucous  membrane  of  this  portion  there  is 
considerable  hyperplasia  of  the  normally  present  spindle  cells, 
and  foci  of  round  cells  are  occasionally  observable.  The  gland- 
ular structure,  however,  appeared  quite  normal.  Microscopical 
examinations  of  one  ovary  at  the  point  where  it  attached  to  the 
tube  shows  no  degenerative  change.  Some  connective  tissue 
proliferation  had  taken  place.  Beyond  this  I  could  observe  no 
change. 

The  tubes  were  not  examined  microscopically. 
Pieces  from  which  sections  were  made  were  immediately  re- 
moved and  hardened  in  alcohol.  Very  truly, 

Simon  Flexner. 

Asepsis,  or  perfect  surgical  cleanliness,  should  be  enforced  in 
every  detail  of  the  operation.  Weak  solutions  of  disinfectants 
may  be  used,  but  I  doubt  their  efficacy,  and  strong  solutions  are 
positively  poisonous.  I  believe  the  success  of  vaginal  hysterec- 
tomy depends  largely  upon  absolute  surgical  cleanliness,  rapidity 
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in  operating,  and  a  perfect  haemostasis.  When  the  operation  is 
prolonged,  and  the  woman  is  kept  for  one  or  more  hours  under 
the  influence  of  an  anaesthetic,  or  loses  much  blood,  she  is  in  rel- 
atively greater  danger  of  death  from  shock  or  sepsis.  By  the  use 
of  clamps  to  control  all  hemorrhage,  the  technique  of  the  opera- 
tion is  so  much  simplified  and  improved,  that  the  uterus,  etc. , 
can  be  removed  in  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes,  and  the  loss  of 
blood  is  no  longer  an  important  factor.  The  clamps  also  afford 
an  excellent  means  of  drainage,  and  do  away  with  the  necessity 
of  a  drainage  tube.  But  if  we  follow  the  technique  of  Schroeder, 
Martin  and  others,  and  use  sutures  to  control  hemorrhage,  and 
to  unite  the  vaginal  and  peritoneal  surfaces,  or  to  close  the  vag- 
inal vault,  it  will  require  from  one  to  two  hours  to  complete  the 
operation,  and  the  haemostasis  is  not  so  perfect.  Results  have 
shown  that  it  is  best  not  to  close  the  vaginal  opening;  and  ex- 
perience has  demonstrated  that  the  supposed  dangers  resulting 
from  intestinal  or  omental  protrusion  in  the  vagina,  are  mostly 
imaginary;  at  least  they  are  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

I  believe  that  the  mortality  in  vaginal  hysterectomy  can  be  re- 
duced as  low  as  that  in  ovariotomy,  but  I  beg  to  repeat  what  I 
have  said  at  another  time,  1  'That  it  is  positively  criminal  for 
anyone  to  attempt  to  extirpate  a  cancerous  uterus,  or  to  do  pelvic 
or  abdominal  surgery  until  he  learns  the  anatomy,  physiology 
and  pathology  of  the  pelvic  and  abdominal  structures,  and  knows 
how  to  make  «  a  correct  diagnosis  where  it  is  possible  to  do  so; 
he  should  also  know  the  general  principles  and  the  details  of  the 
most  approved  technique  for  such  operations. ' '  Nor  should  the 
uterus  be  removed  if  there  is  any  evidence  of  cancerous  cachexia, 
or  if  in  a  careful  physical  examination  any  structure  outside  of 
the  uterus  in  the  pelvic  cavity  is  found  to  be  infected.  A  micro- 
scopical examination  of  a  part  of  the  removed  tissue  by  an  ex- 
perienced microscopist  and  pathologist  may  aid  us  very  much  in 
diagnosticating  cancer  of  the  uterus  in  its  incipiency,  when  we 
may  expect  the  best  immediate  results  from  vaginal  hysterec- 
tomy. 
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DERMOID  CYSTS  OF  THE  COCCYGEAL  REGION. 


By  B.  J.  Bell,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


[Read  at  Birmingham,  Alabama,  Meeting  of  S.  S.  and  G.  Association,  De- 
cember 5,  1888,  and  contributed  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  by  the 
Author.] 

PATHOLOGICAL,  histology  offers  up  nothing  wholly  satis- 
factory in  regard  to  tumors.  What  is  held  respecting 
their  etiology  is  not  based  upon  exact  histological  knowledge, 
but  is  mainly  hypothetical. 

There  are  those  who  consider  tumors  as  tissue-overgrowth  ; 
and  define  their  development  as  due  to  causes  and  conditions 
which  odinarily  determine  hyperplastic  growth.  In  many  in- 
stances it  can  be  demonstrated  that  such  conclusions  are  incorrect; 
for  in  such,  tumor-growth  can  be  shown,  by  micrescopic  evidence, 
to  be  of  a  different  nature  than  the  structures  from  which  they 
spring,  or  originate.  It  may  be  truly  said,  that  a  tumor  or 
neoplasm  nearly  always  differs  in  construction  from  the  tissue 
out  of  which  it  grows. 

Another  class  of  etiologists  have  inferred  that  tumors  are  for- 
mations resulting  trom  inflamatory  changes.  It  can  be  shown, 
however,  that  the  entire  evolution  of  neoplastic  histogenesis  is 
widely  at  variance  with  the  formative  processes  that  originate  in 
inflammation.  We  may  thus  also  exclude  traumatism  from  the 
genesis  of  tumors.  Experience  sustains  the  conclusion  ;  and 
when  it  so  happens  that  a  tumor  appears  to  develop  from  trau- 
matized or  inflamed  tissues,  such  a  result  is  so  rare  it  may  be 
considered  coincidental,  and  does  not  prove  that  such  injury  or 
inflammation  sufficed  to  induce  the  tumor  in  tissue  primarily  nor- 
mal. Other  factors  are  needed  before  we  can  claim  that  the 
genesis  of  tumors  is  due  to  traumatic  or  inflammatory  causes 
alone. 

Again,  it  has  been  suggested  to  look  to  the  embryo  for  the  fac- 
tors of  tumor  production.  When  we  consider  that  tumors  occur 
at  all  ages  of  life — in  the  new  born  babe  and  in  the  centenarian — 
and  in  tissues  without  the  suspicion  of  abnormality  attaching  to 
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them,  some  other  explanation  will  be  pertinent  before  the  em- 
bryonic theory  can  take  a  strong  hold  upon  the  profession. 

The  beautiful  hypothesis  of  Cohnheim  bolsters  the  embryonic 
theory,  and  presents  the  subject  for  adoption  versus  Virchow's 
ideas,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded.  He  refers  the  actual 
evolution  of  tumors  to  factors  generated  during  the  embryonic 
period  ;  but  considers  development  after  extra-uterine  life  has 
occurred,  and  progressed  to  any  age,  due  to  the  continuance  of 
germinal  embryonic  cells  in  the  otherwise  mature  organism. 
The  tumor  takes  its  origin  from  a  delayed,  lingering  cell  which 
escaped  utilization  in  the  normal  development  of  tissue  and  re- 
mained unutilized  till  some  external  condition  supplied  the  im- 
petus that  induced  cell  multiplication  which  resulted  in  tumor 
production.  He  thinks  the  tumor  germs  consisting  of  embry- 
onic cells  may  be  small  and  elude  recognition  ;  be  quite  unrecog- 
nizable among  the  ordinary  anatomical  elements  of  the  tissues  of 
the  body  in  which  the  tumor  developed.  His  definition  of  a 
tumor  then  is :  '  'An  atypical  new-formation  starting  in  a  latent 
embryonic  rudiment." 

Much  that  we  know  of  tumors  can  be  harmonized  with  the 
Cohnheim  theory  or  hypothesis.  Tumors  having  structures 
much  alike,  and  the  earlier  forming  stages  of  certain  tissues 
lend  weight  to  Cohnheim' s  views.  We  know  that  there  is  a 
class  of  tumors  which  date  their  origin  to  the  embryonic  stage, 
and  such  is  perhaps  the  nature  of  the  teratomata  or  congenitaj 
tumors,  to  which  as  a  special  class,  the  dermoid  tumor  belongs. 

Cohnheim' s  argument  in  sustaining  his  views  is  partly  pred- 
icated upon  the  observations  :  that  many  tumors  are  hereditary; 
that  many  are  discovered  at  birth,  or  develop  in  early  infancy  ; 
that  a  preference  is  manifested  by  tumors  for  sites,  when  in  the 
earlier  developmental  stages  some  complication  of  structure 
occurred,  such  as  places  where  diverse  epithelial  formations 
pass  into  each  other  (as  lips,  stomach,  cervix  uteri,  etc.),  or  for 
parts  where  the  evolving  process  is  complex  (genital  apparatus). 
In  fine,  that  the  general  atypical  nature  of  tumors  is  in  favor  of 
the  probable  correctness  of  his  views.  Some  will  concede  that 
these  arguments  speak  strongly  for  his  theory,  and  will  at  least 
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admit  the  probability  of  its  proper  adaptability  to  certain  classes 
of  neoplasms,  but  not  applicable  to  all  tumors. 

The  theory  that  tumors  have  an  inflammatory,  or  traumatic 
origin  is  held  by  many,  and  number  among  its  advocates  some  of 
the  more  advanced  etiologists  of  the  present  age.  We  conclude, 
however,  in  reviewing  these  and  other  hypotheses,  that  the 
future  will  perhaps  develop  other  ideas  that  shall  present  such 
facts,  based  upon  more  mature  observation,  as  will  harmonize 
professional  thought  in  regard  to  the  interesting  and  important 
subject  of  tumor  genesis. 

In  a  very  late  issue  of  the  Annals  of  Surgery,  I  have  read  a 
review  of  a  volume,  written  by  W.  Roger  Williams,  upon 
the  principles  of  cancer  and  tumor  formation.  Without  close 
attention,  Williams'  theory  would  be  considered  a  rehash  of 
Cohnheim's;  but  such  is  not  strictly  the  case.  In  the  chapter 
on  reproduction,  the  author  states:  "I  have  arrived  at  the  im- 
portant conclusion,  that  the  processes  of  repair  and  reproduction 
of  lost  parts,  and  the  various  morphological  variations,  including 
bud-cancer  and  tumor  formations,  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
abortive  attempts  of  certain  cells  to  reproduce  new  individuals. 
Whence  it  follows,  that  the  laws  of  reproduction  are  also  the 
laws  of  tumor  and  cancer  formation." 

There  is  still  another  theory:  The  microbic.  I  merely  make 
mention  of  these  two  last  hypotheses  of  tumor  genesis.  How 
they  will  be  received  by  the  profession,  is  a  problem  for  future 
solution. 

The  dermoid  cysts,  or  tumors,  which  have  been  claimed  as  a 
special  class  of  teratomata,  have  many  peculiarities  in  common 
with  the  normal  skin  of  the  body,  but  occur  in  positions  where 
skin  formations  do  not  normally  belong. 

The  tumors  are  of  interest  to  the  surgeon,  as  well  as  to  the 
gynecologist.  The  latter  may  encounter  them  in  connection 
with  the  the  female  organs  of  reproduction.  When  combined 
with  the  ovary,  if  very  small,  they  may  be  distinguished  by  their 
contents  and  by  the  fact  that  their  walls  are  thicker,  whiter  and 
firmer  than  such  envelopes  of  the  Graafian  follicles.  The  larger 
varieties  of  these  cysts,  in  this  location,  have  a  firm,  fibrous  en- 
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velope;  and  the  microscope  will  reveal  corium  and  epidermis, 
hair  follicles,  sebaceous  and  sudoriferous  glands;  now  and  then 
adipose  tissue,  teeth,  bone  and  cartilage  are  found. 

Both  young  and  old  are  subject  to  these  tumors;  more  common 
to  the  former  class.  They  may  develope  slowly,  or  rapidly;  may 
remain  dormant  indefinitely.  I  think  development  is  more  rapid 
in  the  young,  as  a  rule.  In  five  recently  observed  examples  sit- 
uated at  or  near  the  coccygeal  region,  development  began  syn- 
chronously with  the  appearance  of  the  beard  and  pubic  hair — all 
occurred  in  male  subjects.  Do  not  these  growths  near  the  mesial 
line  of  the  body  indicate  that  such  formations  are  derived  from 
the  same  rudimentary  elements  as  the  skin  ? 

Is  their  evolution  dependent  upon  aberrant  germinal  cutaneous 
cells  from  the  epiblast  which  have  wandered  to  an  abnormal  site 
and  then  at  a  later  period,  when  activity  is  given,  by  natural 
causes,  to  skin  function  or  its  hair  genesis,  have  begun  to  de- 
velop after  their  kind  ?  Perhaps  more  probable  and  pertinent  to 
the  coccygeal  dermoid,  is  the  hypothesis:  That  no  epiblastic 
germinal  aberration  occurs;  but  that  the  epiblastemic  cells  are 
turned  inwards  during  foetal  development,  and  later  on,  when 
extra-uterine  life  has  arrived,  and  certain  stages  of  physical  ma- 
turation are  completed  through  the  law  of  tissue  evolution,  these 
laws  spring  the  activities  that  develop  the  tumors,  abnormal  only 
because  of  unnatural  position.  The  same  view,  I  think,  will 
hofd  in  regard  to  other  dermoids  than  the  coccygeal,  which  may 
be  classed  external  also,  such  as  those  occurring  at  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  eye-brows,  those  intimately  connected  with  bronchial 
cysts,  etc. 

The  cysts  of  the  coccygeal  region  vary  somewhat  histologi- 
cally, from  those  encountered  in  the  ovarian  region.  Such  has 
been  my  personal  experience.  Hair,  sebaceous  matter,  epithe- 
lium, fibrous  and  granulomatous  tissue  have  been  found;  but 
neither  bone  nor  teeth  except  in  the  true  teratomata. 

The  observation  of  five  cases  of  coccygeal  dermoid  cysts  (so 
called  from  location)  induce  me  to  present  the  following  infer- 
ences : 

If  a  person  who  is  to  become  the  subject  of  dermoid  cyst  after 
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passing  the  age  of  puberty  be  examined,  there  will,  in  all  likeli- 
hood (not  invariably),  be  found  a  depression,  or  dimple,  at  or 
near  the  sacro-coccygeal  region.  This  dimple,  or  depression, 
may  be  shallow,  and  the  inturning  of  epiblastic  cells  so  insig- 
nificant that  at  some  subsequent  period,  when  life's  activities  are 
exagerated  by  advancing  age,  only  the  development  of  sebaceous 
glands  will  occur,  and  only  the  result  of  an  aggregation  of  se- 
baceous material  will  be  found — no  hair,  because  no  hair  follicles 
are  present.  Such  cases  present  us  with  an  imperfect  develop- 
ment of  a  dermal  cyst,  and  a  more  perfect  formation  of  the  mes- 
ial unition  that  belongs  to  the  embryonic  age. 

While  doing  an  operation  a  few  days  ago,  upon  an  aged  sub- 
ject, for  fistula-in-ano,  I  observed  a  pit,  or  depression,  as  herein- 
before described.  This  depression  was  filled  with  hardened  se- 
baceous material;  but  the  inturning  of  the  skin  elements  were 
incomplete,  and  only  the  quasi  or  partial  cyst  existed. 

I  have  under  observation  at  this  time  a  lad,  thirteen  years  of 
age,  whose  mother  I  attended  at  his  birth,  and  upon  whom  I  dis- 
covered the  pimple,  or  depression  I  have  described.  When  the 
age  of  puberty  shall  arrive  with  this  boy,  and  skin  function  is 
energized  into  activity,  and  follicles  and  glands  shall  assert  in- 
creased function,  I  confidently  expect  a  greater  or  lesser  devel- 
opment of  such  tumor  as  I  here  present  for  your  consideration. 
I  often  think  of  the  now  happy  boy,  ignorant  of  what  is  in  store 
for  him  when  he  nears  manhood  ;  thinking,  perhaps  he  will*  go 
from  '  'pillar  to  post, ' '  from  doctor  to  doctor,  as  I  have  seen  in 
such  cases  ;  the  one  diagnosing  an  immature  abscess  ;  another 
caries  or  necrosis  of  sacrum,  or  coccyx.  At  last  an  incision  re- 
veals the  nature  of  his  trouble  when  he  has  had  the  mental  and 
physical  torture  that  attaches  to  physical  infirmity  till  he  reaches 
the  age  of  twenty-one  to  twenty-eight  years.  This  is  no  over- 
drawn picture.  In  more  than  one  instance  I  have  heard  the 
story  here  indicated. 

In  the  cases  which  came  under  my  observation,  when  the  sub- 
jects were  twenty-one  to  twenty-six  years  old,  I  saw  this  pit,  or 
depression  ;  obliquely  away  from  the  pit  and  mesial  line,  several 
times  extending  down  to  the  gluteal  region,  I  saw  the  elevated 
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contour  of  the  tumor.  Once  or  twice,  extending  near  the  ex- 
ternal edge  of  the  sphincter  muscle,  I  saw  the  same  semi-fluctu- 
ant elevation  that  marked  the  dermoid  tumor.  These  came  un- 
der notice  when  the  products  of  the  functional  activities  of  the 
skin  had  accumulated  at  the  points  of  abnormal  deviation,  which 
began  at  puberty,  perhaps  not  noticed  until  several  years  there- 
after. Seemingly  an  irritation  was  consequent  upon  the  accum- 
ulation. In  one  or  more  cases  a  probe  could  be  carried  from  the 
depression  above  the  cyst  cavity  below.  All  ran  in  a  downward, 
or  downward  and  outward  direction.  When  communication  with 
the  air  had  occurred,  by  examination  or  by  ulcerous  process,  pus 
would  be  added  to  the  retention  products. 

I  pen  these  lines  not  on  account  of  the  danger  to  life,  (for  ob- 
servation teaches  that  this  does  not  exist)  but  to  direct  attention 
to  a  subject  little  written  about  ;  and  that  I  may  perhaps  save 
some  fellow-practitioner  a  degree  of  mortification  that  comes  of 
mis-diagnosis ;  for  there  is  a  dearth  of  literature  in  regard  to  der- 
moid tumors  of  the  coccygeal  region. 

I  was  invited  upon  one  occasion,  by  two  intelligent  gentlemen 
of  the  profession,  to  witness  an  operation  for  caries  of  the  sacrum 
or  coccyx.  When  I  saw  the  case  I  observed  a  dimple  or  depres- 
sion, at  or  near  the  sacro-coccygeal  junction.  I  suggested  that 
the  case  was  not  of  caries  or  necrosis,  but  that  a  dermoid  cyst 
was  to  be  incised  and  curretted.  A  few  monents  only  were 
needed  to  verify  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis  I  had  volun- 
teered. 

The  preceding  will  show  that  these  tumors  may  be  mistaken 
for  caries  or  necrosis  of  adjacent  bones.  They  may  be  mistaken 
for  abscess  of  the  connective  tissue  of  the  coccygeal  region  ;  may 
be  mistaken  for  abscesses  denominated  ischio-rectal ;  may  be 
mistaken  for  fistula-in-ano.  I  think  a  case  of  abscess  (?),  once 
upon  a  time,  was  brought  to  my  friend,  Dr.  Wyeth,  of  New  York, 
that  proved  to  be  a  dermoid  cyst  of  the  ano-coccygeal  region. 
Other  conditions,  benign  or  malignant,  may  be  thought  present 
when  in  truth  only  a  dermoid  cyst  or  tumor  is  to  be  dealt  with. 

My  experience  leads  me  to  the  inference  that  the  condition  I 
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imperfectly  present  to  you  is  of  more  common  occurrence  than 
the  writings  in  text  books  indicate. 

I  might  write  more  upon  this  subject,  but  enough  has  been 
said  to  put  the  hearer  on  his  guard  when  investigating  disease 
or  tumors  in  the  region  referred  to  in  this  paper. 

The  treatment  will  suggest  itself:  Incise  the  tumor,  curette 
with  a  Volkman's  spoon,  and  treat  with  the  most  approved  meth- 
ods of  antiseptic  procedure.  Nothing  more  or  less  is  needed. 
If  one  wishes,  after  thorough  removal  of  the  deviated  growth, 
the  parts  may  be  approximated  with  reasonable  hope  of  unition, 
and  more  rapid  growth  than  by  the  former  method. 

With  this  brief  and  imperfect  review  of  the  theories  held  to- 
day respecting  tumors,  as  I  have  culled  them  from  the  memories 
of  reading,  and  the  clinical  inferences  presented,  drawn  from  my 
experience  with  dermoid  cysts  of  the  coccygeal  region,  I  end  this 
paper  with  stating  :  That  these  cysts  or  tumors  have  been  found 
in  various  localities  other  than  that  to  which  I  have  addressed 
your  attention  ;  but  you  will  not  find  much  more  than  bare  men- 
tion made  of  them,  and  then,  seemingly,  as  among  earlier  writ- 
ers, merely  such  remarks  as  will  gratify  a  curiosity  attaching  to 
such  manifestations  of  abnormally  located  evidences  of  deviated 
development. 


^CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE  HOG  AS  AN  ARTICLE  OF  FOOD. 


Letter  From  Dr.  Cunningham. 


Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

In  the  October  number  of  your  Journal,  you  made  a  vigorous 
protest  against  the  use  of  hog's  flesh  in  any  form  as  an  article 
of  diet,  and  have  exhausted  the  vocabulary  of  abuse  in  malig- 
ning the  poor  brute.    I  cannot  agree  with  you: 

i.  That  the  product  of  the  hog,  flesh,  lard  or  blood,  is  un- 
healthy. 
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2.  That  the  hog  is  filthy  in  his  habits. 

The  hog  is  omnivorous.  He  is  a  rustler.  He  will  not  starve 
if  he  can  help  it.  He  is  "filthy"  and  unclean," — a  "scavenger" 
from  necessity, — which  knows  no  laws — and  not  from  choice.  He 
is  more  cleanly  and  tidy,  than  either  the  horse  or  the  cow.  He 
will  not  befoul  his  bed,  as  they  do,  if  he  can  help  it,  but  will  keep 
everything  neat  and  tidy[?].  He  is  choice  as  to  what  he  eats;  and 
will  eat  garbage  only  when  he  can  do  no  better;  and  always  pre- 
fers clean  water  to  foul.  I  suppose,  Doctor,  you  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  chicken,  or  the  "product  of  the  chicken"  flesh,  fat  or 
eggs.  Now  what  is  the  difference  between  a  chicken  and  a  pig, 
so  far  as  "uncleanness,"  scavengering,  etc.,  are  concerned?  Will 
the  pig  do  any  thing  that  the  chicken  will  refuse  to  do  ?  Will  he 
go  anywhere  the  latter  will  not  follow  ?  The  duck  is  no  less 
filthy  then  the  chicken  when  forced  to  be  so  from  necessity.  If 
we  reject  the  hog  because  of  his  filthy  ways,  to  be  consistent,  we 
shall  be  compelled  also  to  give  up  the  chicken  and  the  duck. 
What  you  say  about  the  diseased  product  of  the  hogs — trichin- 
ous  flesh,  and  lard  made  from  '  'hogs  dead  of  cholera, " — guts, hair, 
offal,  etc.,  thrown  in, — applies  with  equal  force  to  the  cow.  She 
is  frequently  sick  with  charbon,  pleuro -pneumonia,  consumption, 
etc.,  and  while  affected,  is  sold  for  human  food  by  unscrupulous 
men  who,  as  butchers  or  milkmen,  palm  off  as  wholesome  food, 
the  flesh  and  milk  of  such  diseased  animals,  on  an  unsuspecting 
public.  It  is  not  the  diseased  animal  that  we  are  considering, 
but  the  healthy  one.  Is  the  healthy  hog  a  proper  food  for  man,  is 
the  question  we  are  considering.  If  you  reject  him  because  he 
sometimes  gets  sick,  and  while  sick  may  be  eaten  as  food.  So 
must  you  reject,  for  like  reasons,  the  cow.  If  you  reject  him  be- 
cause he  is  filthy,  when  necessity  makes  him  so,  to  be  consistent, 
you  must  likewise  reject  the  chicken  and  the  duck. 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  inaugurated  this  crusade  against  the 
hog,  inasmuch  as  the  discussion  of  the  subject  will  emphasize 
the  great  importance,  aye,  the  urgent  necessity  for  a  rigid  sur- 
veillance, by  police  authority,  of  our  food  products. 

Now  Doctor,  notwithstanding  my  great  penchant  for  spare-ribs 
and  back-bone,  sausage  and  blood  pudding,  at  hog-killing  time, 
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and  of  boiled  ham  and  breakfast  bacon  at  all  times,  if  you  can 
demonstrate  the  fact  that  the  hog, — the  healthy  hog — is  an  im- 
proper food  product,  I  am  willing  to  give  up  these  luxuries,  and 
join  you  in  your  crusade,  and  say  to  my  old  friend,  "go."  But 
until  then,  excuse  me  if  you  please.  No  one  has  a  higher  regard 
for  Moses, — not  even  yourself, — as  a  sanitarian,  than  I  have.  In 
a  paper  which  I  read  at  the  initial  meeting  of  the  Texas  State 
Sanitary  Association  on  the  twentieth  of  October  last,  in  j  the  city 
of  Dallas,  I  made  the  assertion,  that  with  all  our  boasted  learn- 
ing and  science,  we  were  not  able  to  improve  upon  the  "Dry 
Earth"  system,  originated  by  Moses  in  dealing  with  human  ex- 
creta. But  on  the  subject  of  dietetics, — particularly  as  regards 
the  hog  as  an  article  of  human  diet,  I  am  not  prepared  to  endorse 
him  as  an  authority;  the  hog  has  stood  the  test  of  time  and  of  the 
ages  as  a  supreme  artice  of  diet,  and  it  will  take  more  than  ridi- 
cule and  abuse,  and  ipse  dixits  to  displace  him.  He  has  come  to 
stay;  and  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken  he  will  stay. 

Enclosed  find  $2  for  subscription  to  the  Journal. 

Respectfully,  J.  L.  Cunningham. 

Dallas,  Texas,  November  10,  1888. 


LETTER  FROM  DR.  STOYALL. 


[We  publish  the  following  at  Dr.  Stovall's  request.    We  did 
not  know  the  gentleman  at  the  time,  and  as  we  published  only 
the  action  of  the  convention,  we  could  have  had  no  personal 
feeling  in  the  matter,  and  no  desire  to  do  him  injury. — Ed.] 
Pvblisher  Da?iieV  s  Texas  Medical  Journal,  Austin,  Texas: 

Dear  Sir — I  was  surprised  to  see  in  your  Journal,  publish- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  of 
1887,  my  name  published  as  a  quack  and  empiric,  in  connection 
with  W.  G.  Hardin,  in  the  form  of  a  report  of  a  committee, 
signed  by  Drs.  H.  L.  Parsons  and  W.  W.  Reeves. 

I  had  given  Dr.  Parsons  credit  for  having  too  much  sense  to 
have  had  that  charge  published  against  me,  knowing  as  he  does 
that  I  hold  the  following  certificate,  signed  by  himself: 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS, 


Succus  Alterans. 

(McBADE.) 

SUCCUS  Aff/TERAXS  is  a  purely  vegetable  compound  of  the  preserved  juice3 
of  Stilllngia  Sylvatcia,  Lappa  Minor,  Phytolacca  Docandra,  Smilax  Sarsaparilla 
and  Xanthoxylum  Carolinianum,  as  collected  by  Dr.  Geo.  W.  McDade  exclus- 
ively for  »  Li  Lilly  &  Co ,  and  endorsed  by  Da.  J.  Marion  Sims. 

SUCCUs*  ALTERAKS  continues  to  gain  favor  from  its  remarkable  Alterative 
and  Tonic  properties,  eliminating  specific  poison  from  the  blood  and  increasing  the, 
proportion  of  red  corpuscles  in  anaemic  patients  to  a  wonderful  degree ;  is  endorsed 
oy  the  medical  profession  and  in  use  by  many  hospitals  of  note. 

SUCCUS  AI^'I'ERAIS  in  venereal  and  cutaneous  diseases  is  fast  supplanting 
Mercury,  the  iodides  and  Arsenic;  and  is  a  certain  remedy  for  Mercurializa- 
tion,  Iodism,  and  the  dreadful  effects  often  following  the  use  of  Arsenic  in 
skin  clisousos 

SUCCUS  ALTERAKS  is  also  strongly  recommended  foritsTonio  and  Alterative 
effects  in  myriad  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  in  all  cases  where  anaemia  is 
a  factor.  Such  patients  rapidly  develop  a  good  appetite,  sleep  soundly,  and 
gain  flesh  rapidly.  Many  cases  are  on  record  where  patients  increased  ten  to 
twenty- five  pounds  in  weight  in  a  few  weeks. 

Succus  Alterans  is  giving  satisfactory  results  in  treatment  of  Chronic  Bheuma- 
tism  and  can  be  used  with  confidence. 

Succus  Alterans  may  be  given  for  any  length  of  time,  without  injury  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

Succus  Alterans  is  put  up  in  pint  round  amber  bottles,  and  never  in  bulk. 

PHV8ICIAN§  who  have  not  received  Dr.  McDade's  latest  publication,  the 
Monographia  Syphilitica,  should  send  their  address,  mentioning  this  jour- 
nal, and  we  will  mail  a  copy.  It  contains  a  paper,  illustrated  with  colored 
plates,  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Goodwillie,  of  New  York,  on  the  "Sequelae  of  Syphilis," 
reports  of  cases  in  practice,  and  many  other  valuable  papers. 

ELIXIR  PURGANS. 

Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  reliably  stimulates  the  dormant  liver,  withoutundue  irri- 
tation, and  has  gentle  yet  positive  effect  upon  the  alimentary  tract.  In  Habitual 
Constipation,  so  common  in  Women  and  Children,  it  will  be  found  particularly 
useful.  Its  endorsement  at  Bellevue  and  many  other  prominent  hospitals,  East  and 
West,  as  well  as  its  employment  in  general  practice  by  the  most  eminent  medical 
men,  confirms  the  experience  of  years  in  its  use. 
Each  Teaspoonful  Represents 

Rhamnus  Purshiana  10  grs. 

Euonymus  Atropur  8  grs. 

Cassia  Acutifolia  (Purif.). .  .10  grs. 

Iris  Versicolor  4  grs. 

Hyoscyamus  Niger   2  grs. 

Aromatics,  etc. 

Highly  Recommended. 

We  take  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly),  as  prepared  from  the 
ibove  formula,  for  in  it  we  find  a  near  approach  to  positive  perfection  in  the  form  of 
i  Liquid  Cathartic,  and,  from  our  experience  with  the  preparation,  can  highly  rec- 
immend  it  to  the  profesiion. 
JAMES  R.  HEALY,  M.  D.,  Sup't  Infante'  &  Children's  Hospital  Randall's  Island,  N.Y 
W.  G.  ROBINSON,  M.  D.,  Surgeonto  Bureau  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Belief  to  the  Out' 
Door  Poor,  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York. 

J.  H.  SHORTER.  M.  D.,  Surgeonto  New  York  Opthalmic  and  Aural  Institute. 
JOHN  A.  ARNOLD,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Kings  Co.  Hospital,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 
NELSON  B.  8IZER,  M.  D.,  Sen.  Surg.  Brooklyn  and  E.  Brooklyn  Dispensary,  N.  Y. 
EDWARD  J.  DARKEN,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Demilt  Dispensary,  New  York  City. 
A.  W.  CaTLIN,  M.  D.,  Attending  Physician  St.  John's  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
CHAS.  H.  COBB,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Columbus  Lying-in  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 
H.  8.  DEARING,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  Etc. 
T.  J.  BRODRICK,  M.  D.,  Surg.  Charlestown,  Mass,,  Free  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

PIT  V  V  TT  V  XT         jTI/\      Pharmaceutical  Chemists, 
tajjj,  JjjLLsJLsa    CL  VU,,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  17.  S.  A. 


In  Prescribing,  please  be  careful  to  write 

Elizir  Purgans  (Lilly) 

That  other  preparations  may  not  bo 
substituted. 


SUPPLIED   BY  ALL  DRUGGISTS. 


In  the  season  now  upon  us,  when  Cholera  Infantum  and  other  formidable  diseases 
of  children,  incident  to  climate  are  so  fatal,  BOV1N1NE  will  be  lound  a  sheet  anchor 
in  its  ability  to  sustain  the  strength  of  the  little  ones  and  enable  them  to  recover 
from  the  prostrating  effects  of  disease  and  pernicious  feeding  so  rife  in  the  Summer 
Solstice. 

A  knowledge  of  the  merits  of  BOVIMNE  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  physi 
cians  whose  daily  practice  brings  them  in  contact  with  children  who  are  suffering 
from  acute  exhaustive  diseases  are  in  the  critical  stages  of  development. 

Made  as  it  is  from  the  juices  of  lean,  raw  meat,  it  affords  to  the  blood-making  or- 
gans the  necessary  material  for  new  and  vitalized  blood  in  a  condition  for  imme- 
diate utilization.  For  this  reason,  when  given  alone  or  in  addition  to  the  regular 
diet.it  is  especially  efficacious  in  restoring  convalescents  to  a  normal  condition  of 
health.  It  contains  all  the  active  tissue-building  materials  of  lean,  raw  meat  in 
a  soluble  and  palatable  form,  and  furnishes  a  more  easily  digested  food  than  milk, 
and.  given  in  equal  quantity,  three  times  as  much  nutriment.  It  contains  also  all 
the  meat  salts  so  necessary  to  the  proper  growth  of  the  body  and  its  organs.  To 
these  facta  may  be  ascribed  its  effectiveness  in  conditions  of  mal-nutrition. 

It  builds  up  pale  and  sickly  children,  increasing  both  weight  and  strength,  gives 
color  to  cheek  and  lips,  makes  the  flesh  firm  and  rosy,  nourishes  the  nervous  system 
properly,  removing  a  frequent  cause  of  fretfulness  and  crying,  supplies  material  for 
bones  and  teeth,  and  lays  the  foundation  for  a  vigorous  aud  healthy  childhood  by 
providing  those  elements  required  to  sustain  the  body  and  build  up  sound  tissues. 

In  stomachic  and  intestinal  troubles  of  childhood,  proceeding  from  indigestion, 
its  administration  is  followed  by  marked  benefits  while  bottle-fed  infants  thrive 
wonderfully  upon  it,  five  to  fifteen  drops  being  added  to  each  feeding.  A  decided 
ehange  for  the  better  is  often  seen  in  weakly  infants  in  twenty-four  hours. 

It  is  retained  and  assimilated  by  the  weakest  stomach  when  all  else  is  rejected.  By 
infection  alone  it  will  sustain  life  for  many  days,  when  from  the  condition  of  the 
throat,  as  in  diphtheria  or  severe  scarlet  fever,  nothing  can  be  swallowed.  Milk  is  the 
best  vehicle  for  its  administration. 

When  the  vital  powers  of  nursing  mothers  are  severely  taxed,  and  the  system  is 
breaking  down  because  of  the  drain  upon  it,  BOVININE  is  of  the  greatest  service 
by  its  tonic  and  food  properties.  It  stimulates  the  appetite,  betters  digestion,  sus- 
tains and  invigorates  the  overtaxed  powers  and  increases  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  milk. 

It  is  endorsed,  after  eight  years'  trial,  by  the  leading  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, of  all  schools,  and  is  in  use  in  all  the  children's  hospitals  and  homes  through- 
out the  country. 

"During  the  last  four  months  of  his  sickness  the  principal  food  of  my  father. 
General  Grant,  was  Bovinine  and  milk,  and  it  was  the  use  of  this  iracomparable  food 
alone  that  enabled  him  to  finish  the  second  volume  of  his  personal  memoirs. 

"October  1st,  1885.  Freo.  D.  Gbaxt." 

(-)  <P 

Carefully  prepared  from  the  formula  of  the  late  James  P.  Bush,  by  the 
J.  P.  Bush  Manufacturing  Co.,  44  Third  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Put  up  in  6  and  12  Ounce  Sizes,  at  60  cents  and  $1  p.  bottle. 

Principal  Office^  2  Barclay  St.,  (Astor  House,)  New  York. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


263 


•  Terrell,  Texas,  February  4,  188 1. 
"Having  this  day  examined  Dr.  A.  J.  Stovall  as  to  his  profi- 
ciency in  anatomy,  materia  medica,  chemistry  and  general  medi- 
cine, and  finding  him  possessed  of  the  necessary  qualifications 
to  entitle  him  to  practice  medicine,  I  hereby  authorize  him  to  do 
so." 

(Signed)  H.  L,.  Parsons,  M.  D., 

Member  Ex.  Board,  8th  Jud.  Disk,  Texas. 
Since  he  signed  the  above,  I  have  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville,  Medical  Department,  1882,  also  received 
diploma  on  special  courses. 

The  Medical  Association  can  publish  what  they  please  against 
their  own  members,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  but  as  I  am  not  a 
member  of  the  Association,  they  have  no  right  to  publish  me  as 
a  quack. 

I  have  lived  in  Kaufman  county  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
have  enjoyed  a  lucrative  practice  since  I  graduated;  and  I  think 
my  character  as  a  man  and  a  physician  will  bear  as  close  a 
scrutiny  as  any  physician  in  the  State,  as  will  my  success  in  the 
practice  of  medicine. 

I  am  one  of  the  firm  composing  the  ' '  Stovall  Medicine  Com- 
pany," which  advertises,  which,  I  suppose,  was  the  grounds  for 
the  charge  of  quackery.  We  do  not  sell  or  manufacture  any 
patent  medicines.  Our  medicines  are  all  made  from  well-known 
formulas.  Known  and  used  by  all  the  profession,  there  are  no 
secrets  about  any  of  it.  If  this  constitutes  a  quack,  then  the 
Association  had  better  commence  to  weed  the  quacks  out  of  their 
own  organization.  I  know  that  some  of  the  most  eminent  phy- 
sicians in  the  State  are  members  of  the  Association,  and  I  do  not 
wish  to  cast  any  reflections  on  their  good  name;  and  I  don't 
think  they  would  knowingly  inflict  an  injury  on  anyone.  Dr. 
Parsons  is  liable  to  door  say  anything,  and  a  journal  publishing 
anything  emanating  from  his  pen  is  liable  to  get  into  trouble. 

A.  J.  Stovall,  M.  D. 

[Dr.  Stovall  is  a  member  in  good  standing  in  Terrell  Medical 
Society. — Ed.] 
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The  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association 
held  its  annual  meeting  at  Birmingham,  Alabama,  on  December 
4,  5  and  6.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
Prof.  W.  H.  Haggard,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  attendance 
was  above  100,  consisting  of  the  leading  surgeons  of  the  South. 
At  the  opening  of  the  first  session,  a  motion  was  passed,  declining 
with  thanks,  several  excursions  tendered  thej  association. — They 
declared  themselves  unanimously  for  business  only. 

The  Judicial  Council  reported  as  follows,  on  the  qualifications 
for  membership :  Every  applicant  for  membership  must  be 
recommended  by  two  members  of  the  Association.  He  must 
present  to  the  Judicial  Council,  a  paper  of  his  own  composition, 
on  some  surgical  or  gynecological  subject.  The  merits  of  this 
paper  to  decide  the  question  of  his  admission. 

No  paper  shall  be  read  before  this  Association  except  it  be 
upon  some  surgical  or  gyneological  topic,  and  all  such  papers 
must  receive  the  endorsement  of  the  Committee  of  Publication, 
before  they  appear  in  print,  as  having  been  read  before  this  Asso- 
ciation. This  report  was  thorougly  discussed,  and  unanimously 
adopted.    The  sentiment  was  for  a  "high  standard." 

The  only  invitation  to  recreative  enjoyment  accepted  by  the 
Association,  was  a  musical  one,  tendered  by  the  Mendelssohn 
Club,  which  proved  quite  enjoyable  to  the  lovers  of  fine  music. 
The  annual  orator  of  the  occasion,  Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer,  made  his 
appearance  on  the  stage  at  the  middle  of  the  concert,  and  deliv- 
ered quite  a  "taking"  address — was  loudly  applauded. 

The  first  paper  read  was  by  Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  of  Memphis, 
Tennessee.  Subject,  Gastrostomy.  In  conjunction  with  this 
subject  a  case  was  reported,  and  the  patient  presented  to  the 
Association.  Professor  Rogers  operated  in  May,  1888  ;  subject : 
male  ;  white  ;  20  years  of  age.  Operation  performed  on  account 
of  cicatricial  stricture  of  the  oesophagus,  due  to  swallowing  con- 
centrated lye  in  June,  1887.  Finger's  incision  was  followed  ; 
stomach  secured  to  abdominal  walls  by  hare-lip  pins  and  silk 
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sutures;  gastric  opening  made  on  10th  day;  patient  in  mean- 
time supported  by  rectal  enemata  and  milk  per  os.  Chloro- 
form, the  anaesthetic  ;  time  of  operation,  1  hour  and  10  minutes. 
Rapid  recovery,  with  slight  improvement  in  deglutition.  Health 
and  strength  rapidly  regained. 

Prof,  W.  H.  Wathen,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  presented 
uterus  with  ovaries  and  tubes  removed  for  carcinoma,  also  dis- 
played forceps  with  which  he  clamped  the  vessels  of  broad  liga- 
ment, and  controlled  all  hemorrhage.  Neither  ligatures  nor 
sutures  were  used.  Time  of  operation,  20  minutes.  Patient 
made  rapid  recovery.  The  case  was  very  clearly  and  concise^ 
reported,  and  the  subject  beautifully  handled.* 

Prof.  Virgil  O.  Hardon,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  read  "the  paper" 
of  the  occasion  ;  taking  a  mean  ground  between  the  two  theories, 
one  of  the  existence  of  such  a  thing  as  chronic  pelvic  cellulitis, 
and  the  other,  that  no  such  thing  exists.  His  classification  of 
pelvic  indurations  was  clear,  and  his  arguments  conclusive. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor,  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  read  a  paper  on  antisep- 
tics. He  is  decidedly  skeptical  of  their  value,  and  contends  for 
cleanliness  versus  antiseptics.  His  views  raised  much  discus- 
sion, for  the  advocates  of  strict  ant  iseptic  methods  were  plenti- 
ful. 

Dr.  Bedford  Brown,  of  Virginia,  reported  quite  a  list  of  cases 
of  uterine  fibroids,  treated  by  ergot  and  hypophosphites.  His 
treatment  is  quiet  encouraging  to  those  inclined  to  the  medical 
treatment  of  these  growths. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland,  jr.,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  described  the 
application  of  Plaster  of  Paris,  as  a  splint  in  fractures  of  the 
lower  extremity,  especially  of  the  female.  He  treats  the  limb  in 
the  extended  position,  carrying  his  rollers  from  toe  to  crest  of 
ilium. 

Dr.  John  Brownrigg,  of  Columbus,  Miss.,  presented  splints  of 
his  own  device  for  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  forearm.  He 
keeps  up  constant  extension  of  the  wrist  in  Colles'  fracture,  and 
at  the  same  time  allows  slight  movement  all  the  time,  at  that 
joint.    His  success  is  mos«t  gratifying. 
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Prof.  J.  H.  Blanks,  f  of  Nashville,  Term.,  [?]  reported  some 
eases  of  lacerated  perineum,  with  unique  symptoms,  and  the 
subject  elicited  much  discussion. 

"Shock  of  Injury,  and  its  Effects,"  was  most  admirably  pic- 
tured and  handled  by  Dr.  John  R.  Page,  of  Birmingham,  Ala. 
The  Doctor  endorses  the  practice  of  delay,  in  operative  proced- 
ures, in  cases  of  railroad  injury — secondary  amputations. 

Dr.  W.  D.  Bizzell,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  presented  a  paper,  "Cer- 
tain Forms  of  Menorrhagia,"  which  was  most  exhaustive.  He 
advocates  tamponing  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  reporting  beauti- 
ful results. 

/'Operative  procedures  in  Hypertrophy  of  the  Prostate,"  by  Dr. 
R.  D.  Webb,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  was  one  of  the  most  classi- 
cal and  exhaustive  papers  read. 

Space  forbids  the  mentioning  of  numerous  other  papers  read. 

Your  correspondent  having  been  compelled  to  leave  before  the 
meeting  was  over,  will  be  pardoned  for  merely  mentioning  the 
authors  of  other  exceedingly  interesting  papers  read  during  the 
first  two  days. 

Dr.  J.  D.  S.  Davis,  of  Alabama,  "Electrolysis  in  Morbid  Al- 
terations produced  in  prostate  by  Gonorrhoea  of  the  Urethra." 
"Dermoid  Cysts  of  Coccygeal  Region,"  by  E.  J.  Beall,  M.  D.,  of 
Texas.*  "Surgical  Tuberculosis,"  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Chew,  of  Ala- 
bama. 

The  following  officers  were  selected  for  the  ensuing  year: 
Hunter  McGuire,  M.  D.,  Va.,  president. 
W.  O.  Roberts,  M.  D.,  Ky.,  vice  president. 
Bedford  Brown,  M.  D.,  Va.,  vice  president. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  December,  1889.  W.  B.  R. 


*[These  papers  appear  in  this  issue  of  Thk  Journal- — Ed], 
t  [We  believe  our  correspondent  has  reference  to  our  friend  Dr.  J.  H. 
Blanks,  of  Meridian,  Miss. — Ed.] 
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IN  MEMORIAE. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Brownsville  and  Matamoras 
Medical  Society,  held  at  the  office  of  Dr.  Arthur  S.  Wolf,  on  the 
2nd  of  November,  1888,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  : 

Whereas,  Death  has  removed  from  among  us  our  friend,  and 
colleague,  Etienne  Melou,  M.  D. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Brownsville  and  Matamoras 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  member  and  indentified  from 
its  inception,  wish  to  express  our  deep  sorrow,  for  his  untimely 
death. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  life  and  character  of  our  departed  friend, 
we  recognize  with  grateful  recollection,  his  never  swerving  up- 
right and  honorable  conduct,  both  privately  and  professionally, 
and  that  his  death  will  leave  a  void  in  our  ranks  much  to  be 
regretted. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Etienne  Melou,  M.  D.,  we 
lament  the  loss  of  one  distinguished  no  less  for  his  professional 
attainments  than  for  his  kindness  of  heart. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties,  he 
brought  a  conscientious  fidelity  which  endeared  him  to  his  fel- 
low-men; he  will  be  long  remembered  with  deep  affection  by  rich 
and  poor  alike. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  published  in  the 
medical  journals  of  the  state. 

Miguel  Cicero,  M.  D., 
Arthur  S.  Wolff,  M.  D., 
J.  M.  Main,  M.  D., 
Sam  B.  Robinson,  Asst.  Surg.  U.  S.  A., 
J.  A.  Wolf,  Act.  Asst.  Surg.  U.  S.  A., 
Chas.  Mac M anus,  M.  D. 
Dr.  Etienne  Melou  was  born  on  the  23d  of  December,  1833,  in 
Toulouse,  France,  graduated  at  New  Orleans,    1869,    at  the 
Tulane  University,  Louisiana,  was  a  member  of  the  "State  of 
Texas  Medical  Association,"  and  of  the  Brownsville  and  Mata- 
moras Medical  Society.  A.  S.  W. 
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"One  More  Unfortunate." — Dr.  Z.  W.  Baker,  of  Temple, 
Texas,  committed  suicide  on  the  13th  instant,  in  a  cell  of  the 
calaboose  in  Temple.  The  doctor  had  just  returned  from  Fort 
Worth,  where,  it  is  said,  he  imbibed  too  freely  of  the  "inspira- 
tion fountain,"  for  which  that  city  is  famous,  and  returning  to 
Temple,  he  drove  "with  a  looseness"  through  the  streets,  for 
which  he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned.  To  allay  the  effects  of 
the  whisky,  with  which,  the  telegram  states,  he  was  crazed,  he 
injected  a  powerful  dose  of  atropia  and  morphine  into  his  arm, 
and  died  from  the  effects  of  it.  This  is  a  most  deplorable  oc- 
currence. Dr.  Baker  was  a  much  respected  and  prominent  phy- 
sician, a  member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and 
had  been  married  to  his  young  wife  only  about  twelve  months. 
It  does  seem  to  us  that  his  many  friends  should  have  cared  for 
him,  and  the  authorities  should  have  searched  his  person  for 
anything  with  which  he  could  have  inflicted  injury  on  himself, 
seeing  the  crazed  state  in  which  he  was  at  the  time  of  arrest. 


A  "Review  of  the  Austin  Lunatic  Asylum  and  its  Manage- 
ment by  Governors,  Trustees  and  Superintendents,"  will  be  given 
our  readers  in  a  forthcoming  number  of  this  Journal.  It  will 
be  written  by  one  fully  competent  to  the  delicate  undertak- 
ing, and  who,  being  perfectly  disinterested,  yet  having  the 
welfare  of  the  unfortunates  of  Texas  largely  at  heart, — 
will  do  all  pa} ties  justice  ;  one  who  is  as  capable  of  rec- 
ognizing merit  and  appreciating  fidelity  to  trust,  as  of  seeing 
and  censuring  the  lack  of  it.  It  will  be  written  by  a  man  of 
cool,  deliberate  judgment,  who  does  nothing  in  a  hurry,  and  who 
will  "nothing  extenuate,  naught  set  down  in  malice."  Our 
readers  may  anticipate  a  paper  of  great  and  thrilling  interest. 


Dr.  McKenzie,  it  is  reported,  has  resigned  his  membership  in 
the  Ro3ral  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  consequence 
of  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  by  a  committee  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,  pronouncing  the  publication  of  the  details 
of  the  case  of  Frederick  a  breach  of  professional  confidence  and 
secrecy. 
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CLUB  RATES  FOR  1889. 


Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal — Subscription  price  $2. 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  ($2),  and  Weekly  De- 


troit  Free  Press,  both  for  $2  10 

Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  ($2),  and  Scientific 

American,  ($3.50)  both  for  4  00 

Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  ($2),  and  Gaillard's 

Medical  Journal  ($5),  both  for  5  50 

uaniel  s  TEXAS  medical  Journal  ($2),  and  Sunday's 

(Austin)  Statesman,  both  for  2  25 


Now  is  the  time  to  subscribe;  any  person  sending  us  three  new 
names  and  $6,  will  receive  a  copy  of  this  journal  fyee\  five  new 
names  and  $10,  will  receive  a  handsome  book  worth  no  less  than 
$3.50,  new  and  standard;  two  new  names  and  $4,  will  entitle 
sender  to  a  physicians,  visiting  list  for  1889.  Address  all  orders 
to  F.  E.  Daniel, 

Editor  and  Proprietor. 


For  Sale. — Good  residence  on  three  acre  lot,  splendid 
orchard,  good  well  water,  good  garden  and  good  out  buildings, 
at  Poetry,  eight  miles  north  of  Terrell,  Texas,  convenient  to 
churches  and  schools,  good  practice  country,  thickly  settled. 
Price,  $600,  one-half  cash,  one-half  in  one  year.  Address, 

A.  C.  Simonton,  M.  D., 

Poetry,  Texas,  Kaufman  Co. 


Bryce's  Visiting  List,  notice  of  which  appeared  in  our  last 
issue, — one  of  the  best  and  most  convenient  gotten  out — will  be 
sent,  post  paid,  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  one  dollar,  or  Clinic 
one  year  and  visiting  list,  for  only  $1.50.  Address, 

Southern  Clinic,  Richmond,  Va. 


AD  VER  TISEMEN TS. 


m  New  USE 

FOR 

Liquid  Peptonoids, 

Successfully  used  in  Dissolving  the  False  Membrane  in  Diphtheria. 

A  Physician  writes  :  "In  an  experience  of  over  thirty  years  I  have  never 
used  anything  to  equal  your  Liquid  Peptonoids  as  a  local  application  with  a 
spray.  It  will  dissolve  the  membrane  and  destroy  the  diphtheretic  odor  in 
less  than  twenty-four  hours.  I  use  the  Liquid  Peptonoids  full  strength  as  a 
spray,  two  or  three  times  a  day,  in  bad  cases. 

Used  successfully  by  another  physician  in  two  desperate  cases: 

"I  was  induced  to  try  Liquid  Peptonoids  in  two  very  desperate  cases  of 
Diphtheria.  I  think  I  never  saw  throats  more  heavily  coated  with  exudate 
than  were  these  and  I  think  I  never  saw  it  more  rapidly  disappear  than  in 
these  cases,  by  frequent  spraying  with  your  Liquid  Peptonoids." 

Liquid  Peptonoids  can  be  taken  by  patients  unable  to  ingest  food  in  any 
other  form.  In  dyspepsia  and  loss  of  appetite  its  effects  are  positive,  its 
digestive  properties  assisting  in  the  digestion  of  food  taken  and  its  proper- 
ties quickly  stimulating  the  natural  digestive  secretions  of  the  stomach. 


Pancrobilin. 

Prepared  {in  both  Liquid  and  Pill form)  Extracts  of  Pancreas  and  Bile. 

This  preparation  is  designed  expressly  to  increase  the  digestion  and  ab- 
sorption of  fats. 

We  believe  that  the  fat-digesting  properties  of  pancreatine  aud  bile  are  in- 
separable, and  that  without  their  union  in  the  intestinal  tract  but  little,  if 
any,  fat  would  be  digested  aud  absorbed. 

I  ancrobilin  will  be  found  of  great  service  in  Phthisis  and  other  -wasting  diseases, 
Nervous'.Prostration,  Constipation,  Inanition,  Malnutrition,  Intestinal  Indigestion 
and  wherever  there  is  a  failure  to  assimilate  fats. 

If  the  skin  is  first  wet  with  Liquid  Pancrobilin,  the  inunction  of  oils  will  be  greatly 
facilitated. 

Liquid  Pancrobilin  is  put  up  in  pound  bottles. 

Pill  Pancrobilin  is  put  up  in  bottles  holding  103  pills.  The  coating  of  the  pills 
will  resist  acid  digestion  when  given  as  directed,  but  will  be  quickly  dissolved  in  the 
alkaline  secretions  of  the  duodenum. 


Phospho-Ca'ffein  Comp. 

{Granular  Effervescing?) 

Formula  for  each  dessertspoonful  :— Caflein.  Acidi  Phosphorici  aa,  grains,  ss* 
Antipyrin.   Ext.  Apii.  Grav.  dulc  (Celery),  aa  grains,  i.   Sodium  Bromide,  grains,  v 

The  satisfactory  results  produced  by  Phospho-Caffein  Comp.  in  Headaches,  Neu- 
ralgia, Insomnia,  Neurasthenia  and  general  Nervous  Irritability,  are  not  due  to  the 
effect  of  any  one  Ingredient,  but  to  the  happy  effect  of  the  combination.  A  thorough 
series  of  comparative  tests  have  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the  above  formula 
over  any  other  in  the  market. 

REED  &  CARNRICK,  New  York. 


Editorial  Depaktoqed5!1. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COUjABOgaAgQBS  :  

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.   W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  T.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doerina,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 


President — W.  A.  Morris,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

First  Vice  President— F.  R.  Martin,  M.  D.,  Kyle. 

Second  Vice  President — M.  A.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer — F.  K.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

Board  of  Directors — R.  M.  Swearingin,  M.  D.,  Austin;  J.  W. 
McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin;  D.  C.  Hewson,  M.  D.,  Orange;  S. 
A.  Stone,  M.  D.,  Richmond;  W.  P.  Burts,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth; 
Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio;  T.  J.  Bell,  M.  D.,  Tyler;  R. 
H.  Harrison,  sr.,  M.  D.,  Columbus. 

Executive  Committee — The  President,  Vice  Presidents,  Secre- 
tary, and  Directors  Swearingen,  Cupples  and  McLaughlin. 

The  board  of  directors  have  the  supervision  of  the  business  of 
the  Order,  and  of  the  books  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer;  order 
the  levying  of  assessments  on  the  death  of  a  member,  and  the 
payment  of  the  proceeds  to  the  |beneficiary;  assessments  can  be 
used  for  no  other  purpose. 

At  the  Galveston  meeting  in  April  last,  it  was  ordered  that  a 
circular  letter  to  the  profession  of  Texas  be  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Directors,  calling  on  all  reputable  physicians  to  support  the 
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Association;  and  in  accordance  therewith,  the  following  is  re- 
spectfully submitted: 
To  the  Medical  Profession  of  Texas: 

In  April,  1884,  The  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Associa- 
tion of  Texas,  was  organized  in  Fort  Worth,  by  a  few  zealous 
men,  and  chartered  in  June  following.  Its  growth  has  been 
slow, — the  membership  the  first  two  years  not  reaching  one  hun- 
dred— and  to  date  the  yearly  average  has  been  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty.  The  plan  of  operation  is  very  simple.  It  was 
organized  upon  the  knowledge  that  many  physicians  spend  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  the  sick,  and  utterly  fail  to  provide  for  old 
age,  or  for  their  families  after  them;  and  that  there  are  many 
physicians  now,  who  by  reason  of  poverty,  old  age  or  physical 
disability,  cannot  carry  life  insurance,  and  hence,  at  their  death 
— their  wives  and  children  will  be  left  destitute;  upon  the  as- 
sumption also  that  there  is  not  a  physician  worthy  of  the  name, 
who  would  not  cheerfully  give  a  dollqr  to  the  widow  or  orphans 
of  a  deceased  brother  who  has  left  them  destitute, — if  called  on 
so  to  do. 

The  purpose  of  this  organization  therefore  is,  to  make  that  dol- 
lar available  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  members  ! 
to  make  it  somebody's  business  to  collect  it,  and  to  pay  it  over  to 
such  beneficiaries. 

The  organization  is  simple  and  its  working  uncomplicated.  On 
the  death  of  a  member,  the  Secretary,  under  order  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  issues  a  call  (assessment  of  one  dollar,  no  more,  no 
less,)  upon  the  members,  and  each  sends  him  one  dollar,  tak- 
ing a  receipt.  This  is  deposited  in  the  bank,  and  when  all  have 
paid,  the  aggregate  sum  (less  the  postage  and  printing)  is  sent 
to  the  person  who  was  named  in  the  deceased  member's  applica- 
tion as  his  beneficiary;  sent  as  a  free  will  offering,  a prese?it  from 
the  Society.  A  tax  is  provided  of  one  dollar  on  joining,  and  an- 
nually thereafter,  on  the  1st  of  January — out  of  the  aggregate  of 
which  all  other  expenses  are  paid,  and  what  is  left,  if  anything, 
goes  to  remunerate  the  Secretary  for  his  services,  he  being  the 
only  officer  who  does  any  work,  or  receives  any  compensation 
whatever. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


271 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  cost  of  membership  is  one 
dollar  per  year,  and  there  is  no  other  expense,  except  in  case  of 
the  death  of  a  member,  when  each  one  is  called  upon  for  the  piti- 
ful sum  of  one  dollar  to  make  up  a  purse  for  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren; can  anything  be  simpler? 

Now,  as  to  the  practical  workings  of  it:  In  four  years  and 
eight  months,  (since  organization  to  date,)  there  have  been  eight 
deaths  only, — less  than  two  a  year, — out  of  an  average  [member- 
ship of  one  hundred  and  twenty.  In  that  time  there  has  been 
paid  to  the  eight  widows,  nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  an 
average  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  each;  and  to  do  this, 
it  has  cost  the  oldest  members  only  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  each 
widow, — to-wit,  four  years'  dues  at  $1,  $4;  eight  assessments  at  $1, 
$8;  total  $12  in  four  years  (not  counting  the  fractional  eight 
months, — in  other  words,  less  than  three  dollars  a  year.)  With 
this  pitiful  tax,  amounting  to  not  exceeding  twenty  cents  per 
month  to  those  who  have  been  members  from  the  beginning,  and 
too  little  to  estimate,  to  those  who  have  recently  joined,  the  asso- 
ciation has  been  enabled  to  collect  and  disburse  over  nine  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  widows  of  eight  of  our  deceased  brothers; 
much  good  in  a  small  way. 

Experience  has  thus  demonstrated  the  perfect  feasibility  of  the 
plan. 

Now,  suppose  there  had  been  a  thousand  members  instead  of 
one  hundred  ?  The  widows  would  have  received  one  thousand 
dollars  instead  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  no  member,  not  even 
the  oldest,  (in  years  or  in  date  of  membership)  would  have  felt 
the  cost  of  it: 

Members  of  the  Texas  medical  profession,  where  is  your  man- 
hood ?  Your  accredited  charity  and  large  philantrhopy  ?  Were 
we,  the  organizers,  w?ong  in  assuming  that  "there  is  not  a  Texas 
physician  worthy  of  the  name  who  would  refuse  if  called  on,  to 
give  the  destitute  widow  of  a  deceased  brother  a  single  dollar  ?" 
Have  we  over-estimated  you  ?  Do  you  care  so  little  what  be- 
comes of  your  own  wife  and  children  after  your  death,  as 
not  to  feel  for  those  of  the  more  unfortunate  than  you  ? 

It  will  cost  you  only  a  single  dollar  to  become  an  honored 
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member  of  this  truly  charitable  and  benevolent  little  band,  and 
experience  has  proven  that  the  mortality  amongst  us  is  no  greater 
than  with  others,  and  in  future  are  not  likely  to  be  taxed  by  a 
heavy  death  rate.  But  suppose  with  a  membership  of  1,000,  the 
death  rate  should  be  in  the  same  ratio,  it  would  not  cost  you 
exceeding  $15  a  year  to  safely  carry  an  insurance  of  $1,000,  which 
is  much  cheaper  than  any  known  reliable  insurance  can  be 
effected. 

Come  to  the  support  of  this  effort  on  the  part  of  your  brethren 
to  provide  a  legacy  of  at  least  a  thousand  dollars  for  your  loved 
ones  when  you  are  gone.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  short  time  when 
you  will  be  taken  from  them,  and  if  you  have  made  no  other  pro- 
vision for  them,  make  this  at  least.  But,  do  not  take  a  selfish 
view  of  it,  and  say  "I  have  provided,"  or  "I  have  insurance 
enough."  Remember,  there  are  many  who  have  not;  and  our 
experience  has  demonstrated  that  the  little  gift  of  $115  in  thtee 
cases,  was  a  perfect  Godsend — the  widows  being  left  destitute, 
and  dependent  on  their  labor  for  a  living  ;  or,  on  charity  !  Rally 
to  the  little  nucleus  ;  kept  alive  nearly  five  years,  almost  solely 
by  the  efforts  of  one  man — so  earnest  is  the  desire  to  see  the 
organization  live  and  reach  that  stage  where  the  widow  will  get 
a  thousand,  instead  of  a  hundred  dollars.  Join  now  ;  send  in 
your  name,  and  that  of  your  beneficiary,  and  one  dollar  to  our 
secretary,  and  thus  enroll  your  name  not  only  in  the  order,  but 
in  the  skies,— for  "Ye  that  doeth  it  unto  the  least  of  one  of  these 
doeth  it  unto  me." 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


[In  addition  to  the  above,  we  publish  the  following  letter, 
received  after  the  above  was  in  type. — Ed.] 
An  Appeal  to  the  Medical  Profession  of  Texas,  and 

Especially  to  the  Members  of  the  P.  M.  B.  A. 
B 7  other  Physicians : 

We  earnestly  appeal  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  P.  M.  B.  A.,  and 
ask  you  to  aid  our  worthy  secretary  and  treasurer  in  his  endeav- 
ors to  place  the  Association  upon  a  basis  that  would  be  a  pride  to 
its  members,  and  a  source  of  pleasure  and  comfort,  as  well  as 
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substantial  aid  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  our  deceased 
brothers. 

The  physicians  of  Texas  number,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able 
to  ascertain,  between  four  and  five  thousand.  It  is  true,  if  one 
half  of  that  number  had  been  members  of  the  Association,  and 
had  responded  promptly  each  with  one  dollar,  it  would  have  been 
a  sufficient  sum  to  have  been  of  material  benefit  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  our  deceased  brothers,  but.it  seems  impossible  so 
far,  to  interest  the  profession  in  behalf  of  the  Association,  except 
to  a  very  limited  extent.  We  earnestly  therefore  appeal  to  the 
physicians  of  Texas,  and  especially  to  the  present  members  of 
the  P.  M.  B.  A.,  to  come  to  our  aid  in  this  matter,  and  we  feel 
confident  in  a  short  time  the  Association  will  more  than  double 
its  membership,  and  it  will  be  an  institution  the  pride  of  every 
physician  in  the  State,  and  one  of  which  every  doctor  will  seek  to 
be  a  member. 

Yours  fraternally 

Geo.  Cuppees, 

R.  M.  SwEARINGEN , 

Same.  A.  Stone, 
J.  W.  McLaugein, 
And  other  Directors. 


The  following  editorial  which  appeared  in  our  October  num- 
ber, attracted  very  wide  attention,  and  we  received  orders  for 
over  one  hundred  copies  ?nore  than  we  could  fill. 

At  the  request  of  several  of  our  coi respondents,  and  to  accom- 
modate certain  parties  in  New  York  and  Cincinnati  whose  orders 
we  were  unable  to  fill,  the  article  is  here  reproduced;  and  oppor- 
tunely, we  hope,  inasmuch  as  an  interesting  letter  in  reply  there- 
to, by  Dr.  Cunningham,  appears  simultaneously  in  this  issue. 
We  beg  the  indulgence  of  our  subscribers  in  republishing  the 
article,  but  the  facts  stated  above,  the  great  importance  of  the 
subject,  the  universal  interest  its  publication  awakened,  together 
with  the  good  wThich  we  hope  will  be  accomplished  by  thus 
directing  attention  to  the  importance  of  food  inspection,  constitute 
our  justification  in  the  departure  from  our  usual  custom.  Leg- 
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islation  is  badly  needed  in  the  direction  of  preventing  food 
adulteration  and  protecting  the  public  from  such  practices  as  are 
mentioned  in  the  article. — Kd. 

IT  SMELLS  TO  HEAVEN. 

"  There  are  reasons  to  believe  that  Moses  was  an  'advanced 
sanitarian,'  and  had  a  knowledge  of  trichina  spiralis ■,  and 
cystice?riy  in  the  swine;  (indeed,  these  parasites  are  found  to-day, 
in  the  wild  boar  of  Palestine;)  and  it  has  been  said  that  he  for- 
bade the  eating  of  pork  on  sanitary  grounds,  and  only  gave  the 
command  a  religious  impress  the  better  to  enforce  it.  Per  contra, 
an  old  Jewish  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance  says  Moses  was  an 
advanced  thinker  on  other  subjects,  and  had  an  eye  to  business; 
that  Aaron,  having  purchased  all  the  pork  in  the  market,  ("got 
a  corner  on  it,"  as  it  were,)  refused  to  let  Moses  participate  in 
the  'spec'  Moses  then  quietly  purchased  all  the  beef  cattle  to 
be  had,  and  then  issued  his  order;  thus  'busting  Aaron  up,' 
says  our  friend. 

'  'Whatever  may  have  been  the  reasons  which  induced  Moses 
to  forbid  the  eating  of  pork,  Moses  is  entitled  to  the  undying 
gratitude  of  the  Jewish  race;  and  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  com- 
mand could  not  have  been  extended  to  gentile  as  well,  and  en- 
forced to  this  day. 

"We  have  always  regarded  the  eating  of  pork,  or  the  'product 
of  the  hog'  in  any  shape,  as  a  great  sanitary  evil;  and  though 
not  a  Jew,  we  have  strong  convictions  that  the  use  of  hog's  flesh, 
or  any  part  of  the  animal  for  human  food,  is  deleterious  to  the 
general  health,  and  should  be  prohibited.  The  decision  of  the 
Congress  of  Tuberculosis  in  Paris,  recently  rendered,  to  the  effect 
that  consumption  is  most  frequently  acquired  from  the  meat  or 
milk  of  animals,  (pork,  beef  and  milk),  renders  the  discussion  of 
this  subject  peculiarly  opportune  at  this  time. 

"Aside  from  any  consideration  of  infection  with  tiichina  or 
cysticerci  (the  great  consideration),  the  hog  is  'unclean,'  in 
every  sense;  he  is  a  scavenger;  he  wallows  in  filth,  and  disputes 
the  possession  of  the  offal  of  the  slaughter  pens  with  the  buzzard, 
and  fights  over  the  carcass  of  the  dead  horse,  robbing  the  mag- 
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gots  of  their  legitimate  prey!  He  revels  in  filth,  and  devours 
even  human  excrement!  Who  would  eat  a  buzzard?  or  a  cat? 
Yet  these  are  clean,  compared  to  the  swine.  They  are  filthy 
within  and  without;  and,  according  to  a  late  sanitary  officer  in 
Cincinnati,  writing  in  the  Lancet  and  Clinic,  the  entrails  of  every 
hog  are  occupied  by  the  large  round,  (lumbricoid),  or  some  other 
kind  of  worm!  And  yet,  civilized  man  eats  hog' s flesh  knowingly; 
and — unknowingly,  eats — the  L,ord  only  knows  what,  as  we  shall 
presently  explain. 

"Congress  has  recently  investigated  the  manufacture  of  the 
lard  of  commerce,  so-called  'choice,'  'prime'  and  'leaf;'  and 
some  of  the  same  men  whc  worked  at  the  tanks  testified  under 
oath  that  the  lard  was  made  from  'the  guts,  and  the  head  and 
the  feet'  of  the  hog,  put  in  the  tanks  along  with  other  parts; 
anything  and  everything  that  contained  a  cell  of  adipose  ;  more- 
over, that  these, — offal, — were  not  washed,  nor  the  hairs  re- 
moved from  the  heads  or  feet.  The  health  officer  alluded  to 
above  writing  in  the  Lancet  and  Clinic  more  than  intimates  that 
condemned  hogs  had  been  slaughtered  and  rendered  into  lard — 
'guts'  and  all ;  and  even  says,  that  hogs  dead  of  hog  cholera, 
(which  is  septi-ccemia,  blood  poison, — think  of  filth,  so  filthy  as 
to  poison  the  blood  of  a  hog  !) — had  to  be  guarded  at  night  by  a 
strong  police  force,  to  prevent  their  being  carted  off  by  the  distil- 
lery men,  and  made  into  laid! — 'Think  of  it,  dissolute  man,' 
and  then — eat  of  it,  'if  you  can  ! 

'  'These  reflections  have  been  suggested  by  the  recent  reading 
of  an  account  of  the  investigation  referrered  to,  and  the  testi- 
mony of  one  James  Mathews  in  particular,  together  with  the 
article  in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet \ ' 

"It  seems  to  us  that  sanitarians  and  health  authorities  are  dili- 
gently stopping  the  cracks  and  crevices — and  leaving  wide  open 
the  flood  gates  of  disease.  The  sale  of  lard  made  as  disclosed 
should  be  prohibited  by  heavy  penalty,  and  the  man  or  men  who 
offer  lard  made  from  hogs,  dead  of  disease,  or  diseased,  should  be 
put  to  death,  as  surely  as  the  murderer  who  takes  life  by  swifter, 
(but  no  surer,)  means.  The  eating  of  hog's  flesh,  of  any  part  of 
the  swine,  should  be  suppressed  on  sanitary  grounds, — and,  as  to 
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lard,  some  vegetable  substances  could,  and  should  be  found.  It 
has  been  found,  and  exists  in  abundance,  right  in  our  midst;  and 
if  the  South  h  \d  any  enterprise,  she  could  make  it  a  source 
of  immense  revenue.  We  refer  to  cotton  seed  oil,  a  pure  vege- 
table oil,  as  pure,  and  equally  as  good,  as  the  oil  of  the  olive,  or 
the  palm,  and  much  cheaper  ;  in-  fact,  the  time  will  come  when 
cotton  will  be  raised  more  for  the  oil  than  the  lint.  Few  know  it, 
but  the  oil  has  already  taken  the  place  of  olvie  oil  in  the  sardine 
business  to  a  very  large  extent, — the  bulk  of  export  oil  going  to 
Italy  and  Constantinople. 

1  'A  crown  of  glory  awaits  the  man  or  men  who  succeed  in 
popularizing  cotton  seed  oil  or  any  other  vegetable  oil,  as  substi- 
tute for  the  villainous,  filthy,  dangerous,  adulterated,  unclean, 
unwholesome  and  God-cursed  fat  of  the  scavenger  hog  !" 


DR.  CUNNINGHAM'S  DEFENSE  OF  THE  HOG. 


We  will  not  attempt  a  reply  to  Dr.  Cunningham's  argument ; 
it  were  useless  to  do  so,  holding,  as  we  do,  such  widely  different 
views  of  what  constitutes  1  'filth."  When  the  Doctor  says  "the 
hog  will  keep  everything  neat  and  tidy"  about  him,  we  can  not 
help  believing  that  he  intends  us  to  understand  that  he  is  speak- 
ing in  a  "Pickwickian  sense,"  relatively ;  and,  in  this  case,  rela- 
tively to  the — horse  ! — an  animal,  which,  if  we  are  not  mistak- 
en, is  generally  considered  a  model  of  cleanliness,  and  as  "fasti- 
dious as  a  cat  !"  It  seems  a  parody  on  the  accepted  views  of 
sanitation  and  hygiene  to  confess  that  one's  measure  of  neatness 
and  tidiness  is  filled  by  the  habits  of  the  hog.  If  the  hog  is  not 
filthy,  what  is  ?  We  thought,  the  world  over  that  he  was  ac- 
cepted as  the  very  type  of  filth,  and  it  has  become  a  by- word  and 
reproach — "as  filthy  as  a  hog."  Queer  ideas  of  neatness  the 
Doctor  holds,  surely.  But,  leaving  "habits"  out  of  considera- 
tion,— the  animal  is  the  abode  of  loathsome  parasites  (in  health) 
both  within  and  without,  which  alone  renders  him  unfit  for 
human  food;  as  unwholesome  as  the  very  offal  which  God  doubt- 
less created  him  to  destroy.  No,  Doctor,  the  hog  has  not  '  'come 
to  stay."    Another  generation  or  two,  with  the  progress  of  sani- 
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tary  science,  will  see  him  disappear  from  the  table  of  all  who 
have  correct  ideas  of  hygiene,  and  consigned  solely  to  scavenger 
work  in  company  with  his  companions — the  maggot  and  the 
buzzard. 

IT  is  very  provoking,  to  find  out,  when  too  late  to  correct  it, 
that  Dr.  H.  J.  Beall's  name,  at  the  head  of  his  valued  and  val- 
uable article  is  spelled  "Bell"  instead  of  "Beall."  We  make  the 
correction,  however,  in  the  re-print,  which  will  be  sent  out,  and 
tender  the  Doctor  an  apology. 


^edical  News  and  Miscellany. 


Dr.  A.  C.  Walker,  of  Rockdale,  has  gone  to  New  York  to 
attend  the  Polyclinic. 

Died. — Dr.  Sylvester  L,.  Bedall,  at  Eagle  Pass,  November  18, 
1888,  of  lead  poisoning  and  obstruction  of  bowels. 


Married— In  Bristol,  Tenn.,  December  — ,  Dr.  F.  A.  Max- 
well, of  Del  Valle,  Texas,  to  Miss  Ella  King,  of  Tennessee. 


Dr.  P,  Ornelas,  of  San  Antonio,  has  been  summoned  to  the 
City  of  Mexico  by  telegram,  and  the  quid  nuncs  say  he  is  to  be 
offered  a  potte-folio  in  President  Diaz's  cabinet. 

Died. — In  Brownsville,  Texas,  November  — ult.,  Dr.  Etienne 
Melou,  a  prominent  and  much  respected  practitioner  of  that  city. 
See  memoriam  resolutions  passed  by  the  B.  and  M.  Med.  Society. 

Married. — In  Meridian,  Texas,  November  28,  (ult.,)  Dr. 
Nelson  A.  Olive  to  Miss  Lavinia,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
T.  Campbell,  all  of  that  city.  Dr.  Olive  is  a  member  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association. 

We  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  an  invitation  to  the  marriage; 
and  extend  to  the  handsome  young  doctor  our  congratulations 
and  sincere  well  wishes. 
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Doctors  are  migratory  animals,  and  many  seem  to  forget  the 
old  saying, — "a  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss."  We  call  the  at- 
tention of  those  who  contemplate  a  move,  to  several  notices  of 
practices  for  sale  in  this  issue. 


For  promptness  in  filling  orders,  for  skillful  packing,  better 
and  larger  plants  and  bulbs,  and  for  less  money  than  most  others, 
we  commend  Messrs.  Good  &  Reese,  the  Champion  City  nursery- 
men of  Springfield,  Ohio.  Send  for  catalogue  and  mention  this 
Journal. 

A  Doctor  Assassinated. — Dr.  H.  M.  Bredler,  an  old  and  re- 
spected physician  of  Texarkana,  was  cruelly  murdered  last  week 
by  a  boy  fourteen  years  of  age,  by  name  of  Ed.  Spears.  He  was 
shot  down  on  the  public  street,  the  boy  waylaying  him  with  a 
double  barreled  gun,  loaded  with  buckshot.  The  doctor  had 
had  a  fight  with  the.boy's  father,  and  had  given  him  the  worst  of 
it.    Young  Spears  was  admitted  to  $5000  bail. 

Death  of  Dr.  White,  of  Cuero. — As  we  go  to  press  we  hear 
the  sad  tidings  of  the  death  of  Dr.  A.  C.  White,  of  Cuero.  He 
died  December  5,  in  the  53rd  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  White  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  a  graduate  ot  the  New  Orleans  Medical 
College,  and  a  Confederate  Surgeon  in  Sibley's  brigade  during 
the  war.  He  was  well  known  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  South  Texas,  and  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association.    He  leaves  a  wife  and  five  children. 

Died — In  Louisville,  Ky.,  December  9,  (instant,)  Dr.  W.  R. 
Spaulding,  late  of  Austin,  Texas.  Dr.  Spaulding  studied  medi- 
cine in  this  city  with  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  and  graduated  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  with  first  honors  last  year,  winning  many  prizes. 
He  also  won  the  position  of  resident  physician  in  the  hospital 
by  competitive  examination,  the  position  he  was  filling  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  |The  death  of  this  promising  young  physician 
is  much  to  be  deplored,  as  he  would  have  shone  in  his  profession 
and  made  his  mark,  had  he  lived.  The  remains  were  brought 
to  Austin  for  interment. 
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1  'El.  Paso,  as  a  Health  Resort, ' '  is  the  caption  of  a  very  able 
paper  by  Doctor  Wm.  M.  Yandell  of  that  city,  addresssd  to  a 
committee  of  enterprising  citizens,  and  published,  we  presume, 
for  general  distribution. 

The  doctor,  with  great  care  and  patience,  studied  the  tables  of 
the  signal  service,  and  upon  the  records,  based  a  scientific  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  El  Paso,  that  must  carry  conviction  to  every 
reader. 

We  congratulate  the  people  of  that  favored  spot  upon  their 
natural  advantages,  and  upon  having  a  health  officer  who  can  so 
clearly  demonstrate  the  fact  to  the  outside  world. 


A  Rare  Opportunity. — Important  to  physicians  seeking  a 
change  of  location,  or  to  an  invalid physician/  There  is  offered  a 
delightful  home  and  farm,  complete,  with  a  good  practice,  in  a 
rich  agricultural  region,  thickly  peopled  with  the  better  class  of 
farmers.  It  is  in  a  village  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three 
hundred  inhabitants,  (five  hundred  in  the  school  district),  and 
lying  on  the  Aransas  Pass  Railroad  (a  depot),  in  Southwest 
Texas,  about  sixty  miles  from  San  Antonio, — in  the  world  re- 
nowned section  of  country  where  consumption  cannot  exist. 
Right  of  way  to  the  Guadaloupe  river,  very  near  by,  for  stock; 
forty  acres  of  land  under  first-class  fence,  twenty-five  acres  in 
cultivation,  rich  black  sandy  loam,  very  productive,  field  per- 
fectly level,  and  not  a  stump  or  tree  or  stone  in  the  enclosure  of 
twenty-five  acres.  It  is  valley  land  shut  in  by  mountain  ranges, 
and  almost  perpetual  summer  prevails.  The  house  is  nearly 
new,  a  frame  dwelling  of  five  rooms,  beautifully  located,  with  a 
fifteen  acre  lawn  in  front,  planted  in  evergreens;  and  there  is 
every  appurtenance,  such  as  good  barn,  cistern  of  excellent  water, 
etc.,  etc.  A  snug  "doctor's  office"  is  situated  in  the  corner  of 
this  lawn,  facing  the  main  street.  A  christian  community,  with 
churches  and  schools,  good  schools  now  in  operation,  no  whisky 
shops,  and  no  loafers.  The  practice  will  net  $1,000  to  $1,500, 
cash,  and  much  can  be  collected  in  the  way  of  cattle  and 
produce  easily  converted  into  cash,  as  there  is  good  market  for 
everything  raised  in  the  valley. 
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Twenty-five  himd>  ed  dollars  will  buy  house  and  farm,  together 
with  kitchen  and  household  furniture,  including  a  good  piano, 
stock  and  implements,  horse  and  buggy,  cow  and  calf,  office 
furniture — everything  as  it  stands,  (except  apparel  and  feather 
beds,)  ready  for  one  to  step  in  and  go  to  hosue-keeping  and  prac- 
ticing medicine.  Delightful  climate,  good  society,  country  settled 
up — dwellings  every  one-half  mile  or  mile  along  the  roads,  roads 
good  except  in  very  heavy  rains — being  such  that  a  doctor  can 
use  his  buggy  the  year  round,  and  seldom  have  to  go  horseback. 
Terms,  two-thirds  cash,  balance  in  two  years,  or  one-half  cash, 
balance  in  one  year,  vendor's  lien,  and  ten  per  cent,  interest. 

The  place  cannot  be  duplicated  for  the  money,  in  Texas! 
Owner  settled  there  five  years  ago,  for  wife's  health  (phthisis). 
She  has  recovered,  and  wants  to  return  to  her  old  home. 

This  is  a  rare  chance.  Such  locations  are  not  "picked  up" 
every  day.  No  competition  in  a  radius  of  twenty  miles — ten 
miles  each  way !    Address  the  Editor  of  this  Journal. 

[The  owner  says,  "this  people  deserve  a  good  doctor,  and  to 
such  I  will  give  a  good  'send  off. '  Just  practice  enough  to  keep 
one  interested,  and  not  enough  to  break  him  down.  Collections 
a  No.  i !  and  the  farm  produces  a  surplus  which  is  easily  sold. 
Good  pasturage.  Speak  quick,  for  this  is  indeed  a  rare  opening." 
—Ed.]   

Publishers'  J^otes. 

By  reference  to  our  advertising  pages,  it  will  be  seen  that 
Dr.  W.  A.  Hammond,  ex-Surgeon  General  U.  A.  A.,  has  opened 
a  magnificent  Sanitarium  in  Washington,  D.  C,  with  all  the 
conveniences  for  treating  patients  afflicted  with  nervous  diseases 
of  any  kind.  Dr.  Hammond  is  too  well  known  as  a  neurologist 
to  require  more  than  a  mention  of  the  fact,  to  secure  for  the 
Sanitarian  all  the  patients  it  will  hold. 

In  our  last  issue  we  said  "immortality  awaits  the  man  who 
succeeds  in  popularizing  a  vegetable  oil  as  a  substance  for  lard." 
See  new  advertisement  of  the  C.  O.  P.  Co.,  New  York.  They 
will  do  it  and  become  immortal. 
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The  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  published  with  the  understanding 
that  we  are  not  responsible  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  writers 
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TYPHLITIS. 


By  Thos.  D.  Wooten,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 


[Read  before  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  December  20,  18SS,  and 
voted  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical.  Journal  for  publication.] 

FROM  allusions  made  03-  some  of  the  oldest  medical  writers, 
we  are  led  to  infer  that  this  disease  was  observed  at  an 
early  period  in  the  history  of  medicine,  though  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  processes  involved.  Sautorini 
describes  fecal  accumulations  affecting  the  caecum  in  171 5.  P. 
Frank  describes  perityphlitis  as  peritonitis  muscularis.  Dupuytren 
seems  to  have  been  first  to  individualize  this  disease  as  a  distinct 
affection.  Stokes,  in  1837,  wrote  upon  this  disease,  calling  at- 
tention to  the  value  of  opium  in  perforations  of  the  appendix, 


282 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


since  which  time  numerous  observers  have  written  upon  the 
disease,  until  the  present  literature  of  the  subject  is  quite  ex- 
tensive, furnishing  a  broad  field  of  observation  and  experience, 
a  thorough  study  and  knowledge  of  which,  by  a  student,  leaves 
but  little  wanting  to  acquaint  him  with  its  nature,  causation, 
progress  and  treatment. 

This  paper,  however,  proposes  to  give  only  a  slight  synopsis  of 
a  practical  character  relating  to  the  disease,  culled  from  the  liter- 
ature accessible  to  its  author,  with  the  view  of  bringing  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Society  for  discussion,  rather  than  an  extended 
disquisition  on  the  subject;  particularly  since  my  own  personal 
observation  and  experience  have  been  limited,  I  can  add  nothing 
of  value  from  this  source. 

The  caecum  is  the  large  blind  pouch,  or  cul-de-sac  in  which 
the  colon  commences;  it  is  the  most  dilated  part  of  the  colon, 
measuring  from  two  to  two  and  a  half  inches  vertically  and  trans- 
versely. It  is  situated  in  the  right  iliac  fossa,  to  which  it  is  at- 
tached by  loose  areola  tissue.  Occasionally  it  is  almost  surround- 
ed by  peritoneum,  forming  a  distinct  fold,  which  condition  af- 
fords considerable  freedom  of  movement. 

Attached  to  its  lower  and  back  part  is  the  appendix  vermi- 
formis,  a  long,  narrow,  worm-shaped  tube,  in  length  from  three 
to  six  inches,  in  diameter,  the  size  of  a  goose  quill.  It  is  usually 
directed  upward  and  downward  behind  the  caecum,  coiled  upon 
itself,  and  terminates  in  a  blunt  point.  It  communicates  with  the 
caecum  by  an  orifice  which  is  sometimes  guarded  by  an  incom- 
plete valve. 

The  function  of  the  appendix  vermiformis  is  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture. It  is  usually  found  filled  with  a  vitrious  mucus 
throughout  its  length.  The  existence  of  this  superfluous  struc- 
ture, which  is  only  found  in  man  and  the  higher  order  of  apes, 
has  given  rise  to  much  conjecture  and  speculation.  It  is  an  ac- 
knowledged opinion  of  many  physiologists  of  the  texlogical 
school  that  the  appendix  vermiformis  is  a  relic  or  rudiment  of  a 
subsidiary  stomach  in  the  lower  forms  of  animal  life.  The 
caecum  forms  almost  a  second  stomach  in  the  gramnivora,  and  is 
three  times  the  length  of  the  whole  body  in  the  marsupial  Kaola,. 
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and  is  found  much  smaller  in  the  carnivora,  whose  food  contains 
but  little  indigestible  matter. 

In  the  omnivora,  as  we  find  it  in  man,  the  vermiform  appendix 
is  the  shriveled  remains  of  the  great  ccecal  receptaculum  of 
of  lower  animals.  In  the  primeval  state  of  man,  when  fed  as 
did  Nebuchadnezzar — in  his  latter  days,  it  may  have  been  an 
important  factor  in  his  digestive  process;  with  man's  present 
cuisine  and  civilized  mode  of  life,  the  vermiform  process  is  char- 
acterized by  pathologists  with  the  significant  appellation  of 
1 'death  trap." 

To  make  out  clearly  a  case  of  typhlitis  it  is  important  to  be 
able  to  localize  and  determine  the  anatomical  relations  of  the 
organ  involved.  According  to  Laschka,  "the  caecum  lies  in 
such  a  manner  on  the  right  iliac  muscle  that  its  extremity  cor- 
responds with  the  middle  of  Poupart's  ligament,  it  lies  just 
above  the  external  half  of  this  latter,  on  the  inner  portion  of  the 
anterior  abdominal  wall.  In  exceptional  cases  the  caecum  as- 
sumes a  higher  position  or  is  turned  around  toward  the  entrance 
of  the  true  pelvis,  and  may  even  extend  across  the  middle  line. 
The  caecum  is  not  in  immediate  contact  with  the  iliacus  muscle, 
as  it  possesses  a  complete  peritoneal  investment,  so  that  when 
distended  it  projects  freely  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  This  por- 
tion of  intestine  presents  a  wedged  shaped  form,  with  its  end 
pointed  or  truncated,  according  as  the  vermiform  process  opens 
into  the  true  end,  or  enters  in  such  a  way  that  the  connections  to 
all  appearances  are  lost.  The  relation  of  the  caecum  to  the 
iliacus  muscle  is  such  that  every  time  the  thigh  is  bent  it  presses 
up  and  stimulates  this  portion  of  the  intestine. ' ' 

Typhlitis,  strictly  speaking,  is  limited  to  affections  of  the 
caecum  and  its  appendix  vermiformis.  Perityphlitis  is  mostly 
due  to  extension  of  the  inflammation  to  the  peritoneal  envelope  of 
these  organs,  while  paratyphlitis  signifies  an  involvement  of  the 
extraperitoneal  and  post-ccecal  connection  tissues.  Both  para- 
typhlitis and  perityphlitis  are  therefore  (ordinarily)  secondary 
processes.  (Pepper.) 

According  to  all  statisticians  it  is  a  disease  having  an  especial 
prediliction  for  the  male  sex,  and  the  period  of  adolescence. 
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Nearly  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  tabulated 
have  so  occurred.  The  greatest  number  of  cases,  33  per  cent. , 
have  occurred  between  the  ages  of  21  and  30;  next,  30  per  cent., 
at  1 1  to  20,  while  the  ratio  decreases  toward  both  extremes  of  life. 
Typhlitis  seems  so  often  to  arise  from  disease  of  the  appendix,  it 
calls  for  especial  attention  in  the  etiology  of  the  disease.  Five 
per  cent,  of  all  post  mortem  cases,  we  are  told,  show  evidences  of 
it  having  been  deseased;  especially  does  it  occur  in  subjects  of 
tuberculosis,  dysentery  and  typhoid  fever. 

The  valvular  fold  of  the  mucous  membrane  at  the  orifice  of  the 
tube,  and  the  absence  of  muscular  fibers  in  the  walls  of  the 
process  rendering  it  incapable  of  emptying  its  contents,  and  being 
always  filled  with  mucus,  and  together  with  the  stagnant  condi- 
tion of  the  adjacent  caecum,  they  afford  a  most  eligible  nidus,  or 
site,  for  the  lodgment  of  foreign  bodies,  germs,  or  virus  of  dis- 
ease taken  with  the  food  or  drink,  and  traversing  inocuously  the 
whole  alimentary  tract  to  bring  up  at  this  quiet  habitat  for 
injury  or  development  or  rapid  reproduction.  Additional  factors 
doubtless  arise  from  congenital  defects,  abnormal  anatomical 
position  and  former  disease.  Post  mortems  have  shown  ab- 
normalities to  be  quite  frequent.  Constipation  is  regarded  by  all 
authority  as  a  prominent  factor  in  the  production  of  typhlitis, 
whether  it  be  due  to  the  character  of  food  or  want  of  peristalsis 
or  paresis  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  caecum,  resulting  from  in- 
testinal catarrh,  of  disease  virus,  fecal  concretions  or  foreign 
bodies,  conditions  that  may  give  rise  to  spasmodic  action  fol- 
lowed by  paresis,  or  such  a  condition  of  partial  paresis  may 
arise  from  inhibition  of  nerve  force  reflected  from  some  other 
point  of  irritation. 

The  postmortem  table  shows  the  morbid  anatomy  for  the  m  ost 
part,  to  be  the  picture  of  perforative  peritonitis,  which  is  the 
usual  cause  of  death.  The  peritoneum  in  the  viciuity  of  the  per- 
foration presents  the  changes  incident  to  inflammation,  s  uch  as 
hyperaemia,  swollen  necrosed,  flakes  of  fibrin,  partially  aggluti- 
nated to  contiguous  structures.  The  bowel  very  much  thickened, 
catarrhal  swelling  of  the  mucosa,  proliferation  of  its  'submucous 
tissues;  not  unfrequently  the  muscous  tissue  is  the  seat  of  extensive 
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ulcerations  and  swolen  adjacent  structures,  or  there  forms  an  ab- 
scess as  large  as  a  man's  head,  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  The 
abscess  may  remain  strictly  localized,  or  it  may  wander  and  dis- 
charge into  ilium,  caecum,  duodenum,  colon,  diaphragm,  bladder 
inferior  vena  cava,  abscess  of  the  lower  pleural  cavity,  and  other 
points,  as  has  been  cited  by  various  authorities;  into  the  peritoneal 
savity  most  frequently,  and  with  the  most  serious  consequences. 
In  cases  running  a  less  active  course,  the  lesions  are  found  about 
the  appendix.  Various  contortions,  adhesions  and  erosions  are 
centered  upon  the  structure,  and  may  be  found  perforated  in  sev- 
eral places,  cicatrices  agglutinations  evidences  of  former  disease; 
in  some  instances  the  organ  was  partially,  and  in  others  entirely 
destroyed  and  absorbed.  (Bauer.)  The  symptoms  in  this  disease 
are  variable,  determined  by  the  primary  seat  of  the  inflammation, 
the  exciting  cause  and  the  extent  of  the  pathological  changes; 
conditions  which  also  influence  largely  the  course  and  progress  of 
the  disease.  The  more  rapidly  and  extensively  the  peritoneum 
becomes  imvolved,  the  more  rapid  and  virulent  the  course  of  the 
disease.  If  the  serous  membrane  is  circumscribed  in  its  invole- 
ment,  the  disease  may  be  latent  and  slow  in  its  progress. 

The  changes  that  occur  in  the  vermiform  process  and  caecum, 
which  may  lead  to  peritonitis,  often  remain  latent,  and  manifest 
their  existence  only  by  disturbance  of  the  bowels;  constipa- 
tion may  have  existed  for  a  long  time,  or  followed  by  an  attack 
of  diarrhoea,  digestion  disturbed  for  a  period  of  time  attended  with 
pain  and  tenderness  in  the  region  of  caecum  and  ascending  colon. 
This  latent  manifestation  ol  symptoms  by  reason  of  imprudence, 
or  wanted  medical  attention,  may  develop  into  acute  and  viru- 
lent symptoms;  qnite  often,  however,  virulent  manifestations  of 
the  inflammatory  process  is  developed  suddenly  in  the  right 
iliac  fossa,  accompanied  by  severe  pain,  shivering,  followed  by 
fever  and  subsequently  the  fever  is  determined  by  the  inflamma- 
tion process.  The  most  important  physical  sign  is  a  tumor  or 
enlargement  in  the  position  of  caecum,  and  may  extend  up  the 
colon.  It  usually  projects  out  prominently  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity,  and  is  directly  observable  through  the  abdominal  wall,  a 
short  distance  above  Poupart's  ligament. 
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The  enlargement  of  the  caecum  in  all  cases  extends  inward 
beyond  its  normal  limits.  The  tumor  at  its  inner  margin  may 
extend  to  the  middle  line.  This  is  determined  by  its  position  of 
projecting  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  and  the  resistance  offered  by 
the  ileum  on  the  outer  margin.  The  tumor  feels  comparatively 
superficial.  It  is  only  slightly  movable  or  not  movable  at  all.  It  is 
usually  sharply  defined  in  its  marginal  circumference.  The  sur- 
face is  usually  smooth  and  more  or  less  firm  and  resisting.  Fluc- 
tuation is  but  rarely  observable,  and  then  only  in  those  cases 
where  the  contents  are  about  to  burst  outward,  The  percussion 
sound  is  either  perfectly  dull  or  dully  tympanitic. 

My  own  limited  observation  leads  me  both  to  approve  and  ap- 
preciate the  opinion  expressed  by  Bauer,  in  which  he  says: 
'  'The  caecum  and  vermiform  process  are  often  the  seat  of  disease, 
which  leads  to  circumscribed  peritonitis.  The  connecting  tissue 
also  which  lies  behind  the  caecum  over  iliac  fossa,  is  sometimes 
the  seat  of  inflammation  and  abscess.  The  first  mentioned  pro- 
cesses are  from  the  outset  intraperitoneal,  while  phlegmonous  in- 
flammation in  the  areola  tissue  behind  the  caecum  is  first  retro- 
peritoneal, but  frequently  involves  the  peritoneum,  and  may  sec- 
ondarilly  extend  to  the  intestinal  wall.  These  inflammatory  pro- 
cesses are  therefore  anatomically  distinct  in  their  position,  and 
they  also  possess  from  the  outset  a  different  significance  and  im- 
portance, nevertheless,  they  present  in  their  symptoms  so  much 
in  uniformity  that  the  clinical  distinction  between  them  in  the 
majority  of  cases  is  impossible.  We  must  be  satisfied  with  rec- 
ognizing the  inflammation  in  the  right  iliac  fossa,  without  dis- 
tinguishing whether  the  caecum,  the  appendix,  or  the  retroperi- 
toneal areola  tissue  be  the  starting  point;  in  many  cases,  further- 
more, the  distinction  is  impossible,  it  being  at  the  same  time,  how- 
ever, a  matter  of  no  practical  importance,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  forms  of  inflammation  mentioned,  pass  into  one  another  so,  that 
by  an  ulceration  of  the  vermiform  process,  the  caecum  becomes 
involved. ' '  This  tumor  or  enlargement  is  usually  largely  due 
to  the  accumulation  of  feces  in  the  caecum,  it  is  indeed  a  fre- 
quent occurrence,  due  most  likely  to  paralysis  of  the  muscular 
coat  of  the  bowel  from  pressure,  effusion  from  without  in  the  vicin- 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


287 


Ity,  and  the  abnormality  of  position  promoted  by  the  primary  dis- 
ease of  the  caecum  or  appendix.  This  impaction  or  accumula- 
tion of  feces  may  result  in  complete  occlusion  of  the  bowel  leading 
to  ilius  above,  while  diarrhoea  from  catarrh  of  the  large  bowel 
may  exist  below,  though  complete  occlusion  at  the  caecum  exist. 
In  other  cases  a  partial  passage  is  left  by  the  side  of  the  fecal 
mass.  Stercoracious  vomiting  is  usual  in  such  conditions  of 
occlusion;  gastric  vomiting  is  a  common  symptom  in  all  forms  of 
the  disease.  That  impacted  feces  may  exist  as  a  primary  cause 
and  condition  giving  rise  to  typhlitis,  is  evident  from  authorities, 
and  is  styled  typhlitis  stercoralis.  It  is  indicated  by  a  well  de- 
fined tumor  from  the  commencement,  and  may  arise  from  the 
character  of  food  and  habits  of  the  individual;  an  enlargement 
from  impaction  may  attain  a  large  size,  but  is  wanting  in  the  sen- 
sitiveness and  pain  incident  to  that  dependant  upon  primary  in- 
flammation of  caecum.  In  the  latter  cases  there  is  merely  full- 
ness in  the  early  stage  and  afterwards  a  distinct  tumor.  When 
the  tumor  arises  from  inflammatory  thickening  of  the  caecum,  it  is 
less  dull  on  percussion,  than  if  due  to  faecal  accumulation,  and 
a  complete  timely  removal  of  the  impaction  usually  terminates 
the  trouble.  An  attack  of  typhlitis  may  last  from  two  or  three  to 
twelve  days  and  subside  by  resolution,  the  bowels  are  copiously 
relieved,  the  vomiting  ceasing,  the  pain  tenderness,  and  tumor 
disappearing  from  the  right  iliac  fossa.  The  gravity  of  the  symp- 
toms after  creating  much  alarm  and  anxiety  may  thus  terminate 
favorably.  Often,  however,  the  termination  is  not  so  satisfac- 
tory, the  course  becomes  tedious  and  dangerous.  The  inflamma- 
tion becoming  general  by  its  extension,  or  an  abscess  forms  and 
breaks  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  or  makes  its  escape  elsewhere; 
recovery  under  such  circumstances,  if  at  all,  must  be  after  a  te- 
dious and  protracted  illness  covering  many  weeks  if  not  months. 
Typhlitis  terminates  much  more  rapidly  in  children ;  they  succumb 
to  the  disease  often  in  a  very  few  days.  According  to  Matters tock, 
44  per  cent,  of  children  die  from  the  disease  within  the  first  three 
days.  The  average  duration  of  the  disease  without  suppuration, 
is  from  14  to  20  days.  Prognosis:  Pepper  says  typhlitis  ster- 
coralis has  no  gravity  and  should  terminate,  or  be  terminated 
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within  twenty-four  or  twenty-eight  hours  after  its  recognition. 
Neglected  or  unrecognized  cases  are  not  unfrequently  fatal.  Typh- 
litis independent  of  fecal  impaction  is  always  a  grave  affection. 
The  mortality  alone  in  childhood  is  70  per  cent,  in  adult  30 
per  cent.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  opium  treatment  the  mor- 
tality has  been  reduced  from  80  to  30  per  cent,  in  adults. 

The  treatment  of  typhlitis  should  receive  earnest  consideration 
and  careful  discrimination  as  to  the  cause  and  forms  of  the  dis- 
ease, as  the  several  pathological  conditions  suggest  very  different 
therapeutic  indications.  T}^phlitis  stercoralis,  for  instance, 
calls  for  evacuation  of  the  impacted  feces  ;  while  peri  or  para- 
typhlitis suggest  a  line  of  treatment  giving  functional  rest  and 
quiet  to  the  bowels,  such  as  we  recognize  as  indicated  in  impend- 
ing peritonitis.  To  fulfil  the  indications  in  typhlitis  stercoralis, 
the  simplest,  most  effective  and  probably  the  most  potent  means 
at  our  command  of  dislodging  the  impacted  feces,  is  by  irriga- 
tion properly  and  efficiently  emplo}Ted  ;  this  may  be  accomplished 
by  the  agency  of  a  fountain  syringe  or  rubber  tubing  several  feet 
in  length  attached  to  a  funnel  or  an  irrigating  bottle,  the  other 
end  having  a  proper  attachment  to  enter  the  rectum,  which  may 
consist  of  a  large  elastic  male  catheter  or  tube  of  sufficient  elas- 
ticity and  strength  to  be  carried  up  above  the  sigmoid  flexure,  or 
one  such  as  is  used  upon  an  ordinary  anal  syringe  ;  the  patient 
being  placed  upon  the  right  side  with  hips  much  elevated,  or  in 
the  knee  and  chest  position,  the  latter  preferable;  in  such  posi- 
tion, the  patient  if  weak  and  feeble,  should  be  well  and  com- 
fortably supported;  then  by  a  slow,  and  as  much  as  possible  by  a 
painless  process,  fill  the  entire  length  of  the  colon  with  warm 
soft  water,  which  may  contain  glycerine,  or  a  limited  quantity  of 
sulphate  magnesia  or  both;  no  undue  force  should  be  used  by 
over  elevation  of  the  tube,  but  rather  accomplish  the  end  sought 
by  the  gentle  force  of  percolation  and  decent  of  the  fluid;  a  few 
wTell  directed  procedures  of  this  kind  will  accomplish  the  dis- 
lodgement  of  the  fecal  impaction  of  the  intestine.  Auxiliary  to, 
and  during  the  intervals  of  irrigation,  half  a  drachm  or  a  drachm 
of  sulph.  magnesia  may  be  administered  in  some  agreeable  mes- 
truum  every  hour  or  two,  not  so  much  with  the  view  of  exciting 
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peristalsis,  as  producing  exosmosis  and  liquifying  the  contents 
of  the  bowels  above. 

As  before  suggested,  the  other  forms  of  the  disease  suggest  re- 
medial agencies  that  will  put  at  rest  the  irregular,  spasmodic  and 
tetanic  contractions  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  bowel  and  the 
reflexed  action  upon  the  muscles  of  the  abdominal  walls.  The 
physiological  action  of  opium  has  been  found  to  fulfil  more  effi- 
ciently this  indication  than  any  other  known  agent.  It  should 
be  given  in  such  quantity  and  frequency  as  to  accomplish  the 
purpose  in  view,  yet  with  such  a  degree  of  caution,  especially 
with  children,  as  not  to  produce  its  toxic  effect,  which  is  liable 
to  supervene  upon  the  sudden  cessation  of  pain.  I  believe  it  is 
conceded  that  opium  in  its  crude  form,  or  in  liquid  form  is  more 
effective  in  this  disease,  as  it  is  found  to  be  in  peritonitis.  The 
remedial  action  of  opium  in  typhlitis  is  due  to  its  effects  in  al- 
laying and  quieting  muscular  action,  thereby  favoring  adhesions 
and  the  consequent  limitation  of  peritonitis,  and  the  products  of 
the  inflammatory  process,  and  suggest  in  addition  complete  rest 
of  the  body.  The  ice  bag  has  been  found  effective  in  the  incep- 
tion of  the  disease,  attended  with  fever  and  a  sthenic  condition. 

The  ice  bag  should  be  shifted  in  its  position  or  suspended,  to 
avoid  undue  contact  and  pressure.  In  a  more  advanced  stage  of 
the  disease  warm  fomentations  and  poultices  applied  over  a  large 
extent  of  abdominal  surface  will  be  found  more  agreeable,  and  af- 
ford greater  comfort  to  the  patient.  Gentle  friction  with  mercu- 
rial ointment  or  iodine  have  been  found  beneficial.  As  soon  as 
systemic  and  local  manifestations  of  the  formation  and  existence 
of  pus  is  indicated  by  a  distinct  doughey  sensation,  or  a  more  de- 
cided fluctuation,  early  and  prompt  means  should  be  used  for  its 
evacuation.  If  doubt  should  remain  of  its  existence,  an  aspira- 
ting needle  of  large  size  may  be  used  to  clear  np  the  diagnosis; 
great  relief  is  often  afforded  by  aspiration  when  but  a  small 
quantity  of  serous  or  purulent  fluid  escapes.  Aspiration  ma}'  be 
repeated  until  the  pus  is  evacuated.  Should  the  introduction  of 
the  needle  disclose  the  existence  of  pus,  and  it  is  thought  best  to 
evacuate  by  incision  and  establish  drainage,  the  needle  should  be 
retained  and  used  as  a  guide  for  the  incision.     Abscesses  super- 
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ficial  and  large  in  size,  or  of  continuous  formation  should  be 
relieved  by  free  incision,  drainage  and  complete  disinfection. 
An  incision,  however ,  should  not  be  made  too  early,  the  adhesion 
may  not  have  occurred,  and  as  a  consequence  the  contents  of  the 
abscess  or  caecum  may  escape  into  the  peritoneum  and  produce 
the  very  result  that  early  evacuation  is  intended  to  prevent. 
The  early  removal  of  the  products  of  inflammation  lessens  the 
serious  danger  of  perforative  peritonitis,  and  a  consequent  fatal 
termination.  It  also  prevents  the  formation  of  burrowing  sinus- 
es, fistulous  openings  leading  to  amyloid  degeneration  and  ma- 
rasmus. 

In  occlusion  of  the  bowel  irrigation  of  the  stomach  has  recently 
been  claimed  as  beneficial,  as  stated  by  Bartholomew.  I  can 
hardly  understand  its  mode  of  relief. 

The  diet,  hygienic  surroundings,  etc.  of  the  patient  require  no 
comment,  as  they  are  clearly  manifest  by  the  nature  of  the  case. 
In  case  of  perforation  opium  is  indicated  to  localize  peritonitis  by 
encapsulating  the  matter  discharged.  An  early  and  prompt 
laparotomy  is  justifiable  and  indicated  and  should  be  made  avail- 
able in  all  cases  in  which  the  general  condition  of  the  patient 
gives  any  warrant  or  reasonable  hope  of  success. 


MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  CORD. 


By  W.  T.  Richmond,  M.  D.,  Manor,  Texas. 


Read  before  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society  December  20,  1888,  and  or- 
dered printed  in  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ABOUT  seven  years  ago  I  was  induced  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  leaving  the  newly  born  child  without  a  bandage 
and  the  stump  of  the  umbilical  cord  without  dressing.  A  favor- 
able opportunity  offering  to  put  the  plan  into  practice,  I  was 
so  well  pleased  with  the  result  that  I  have  discarded  the  bandage 
and  dressing,  in  all  cases  left  to  my  discretion,  where  there  is  no 
special  indication  for  them. 

As  soon  as  the  child  is  born  I  place  it  so  that  its  movements 
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will  not  disturb  the  mother.  I  then  place  a  ligature  on  the  cord 
three  or  more  inches  from  the  abdomen  ;  a  second  ligature  is  ap- 
plied about  an  inch  from  the  first,  and  the  cord  divided  between 
them.  The  child  is  then  given  to  the  nurse  who  is  instructed  to 
wash  it  in  the  usual  manner.  When  the  child  is  ready  for  its 
dress,  I  cut  the  cord  again ;  this  time  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
from  the  abdomen,  envelop  the  stump  in  a  piece  of  cloth,  and  by- 
pressing  and  stripping  remove  all  the  blood,  and  a  part  of  the  jel- 
ly contained  in  it,  after  which  I  place  a  ligature  near  its  extrem- 
ity and  have  the  child  dressed  without  a  bandage.  An  examin- 
ation on  the  following  day  will  show  the  cord  shrunken  and  dry- 
ing ;  on  the  next  day  it  has  much  the  appearance  of  a  dry 
scab  about  the  size  of  a  twenty-five  cent  piece.  It  will  often  fall 
off  on  the  third  day,  leaving  the  umbilicus  resembling  a  scar, 
from  which  the  scab  has  recently  fallen. 

I  know  of  no  advantage  the  bandage  is  to  the  child.  It  soon 
becomes  soiled  and  disarranged  and  is  a  source  of  annoyance.  It 
interferes  with  respiration  and  increases  the  danger  of  hernia  in 
paroxysms  of  coughing  and  sneezing,  prevents  frequent  easy  ex- 
aminations of  the  stump,  and  renders  treatment  difficult,  if 
any  should  be  required. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Talley  endorsed,  in  the  main,  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
Dr.  Richmond's  paper.  He  thought  it  was  time  for  progressive 
physicians  to  begin  to  enquire  into  traditions,  and  correct  errors 
wherever  they  may  be  found.  He  had  himself,  for  a  mumber  of 
ye?rs,  dispensed  with  the  bandage,  but  he  often  had  occasion  to 
regret  it  on  account  of  some  energetic  old  lady  entering  a  pro- 
test to  such  practice.  The  subject  was  very  important,  and  had 
given  him  much  concern.  He  regarded  the  bandage  as  entirely 
superfluous,  and  often  actually  injurious.  It  causes  hernia  by 
forcing  the  abdominal  contents  down  against  the  weak  ring. 
The  largest  per  cent,  of  so  called  congenital  hernia  is  produced 
by  the  bandage.  By  its  compression  colic  is  produced,  and  many 
other  discomforts  often  attending  the  first  days  of  childhood. 
He  breaks  up  the  cord,  and  compresses  it  by  placing  on  a  cloth 


292 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


and  squeezing  it.  Never  greases  the  cord  but  powders  it,  and  it 
soon  dries  up  like  a  scab.  The  bandage  is  a  cruel  tradition,  and 
should  be  done  away  with.  It  causes  dragging  upon  the  cord, 
and  produces  pain  which  is  often  taken  for  colic. 

Dr.  Wooten  thought  to  not  use  the  bandage,  and  allow  the 
cord  to  dangle  and  be  pulled  upon  by  the  clothing,  one  had  as 
well  leave  the  child  naked  at  once.  A  bandage  never  did  harm 
if  perfectly  applied.  He  pressed  the  cord  after  cutting  it,  used 
absorbent  cotton,  and  then  put  on  the  bandage  to  fit,  and  ob- 
served strict  cleanliness.    He  had  never  regretted  this  method. 

Dr.  Denton  admired  the  style  of  Dr.  Richmond's  paper.  It 
was  short  and  to  the  point.  The  subject  of  the  management  of 
the  cord  had  been  discussed,  to  his  knowledge,  for  the  last 
twenty  years.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  paper,  nor  with  Dr. 
Talley,  nor  with  any  of  those  that  had  gone  before  advocating 
the  no  bandage  and  no  tying  plan.  While  he  thought  it  was 
possible  to  chew  the  cord  in  twTo,  as  did  some  of  the  lower  ani- 
mals, he  thought  that  human  beings  were  not  brutes,  and  that 
infants  needed  assistance  such  as  intelligence,  not  instinct,  could 
direct  in  the  way  of  proper  supports  and  cleanliness.  He  stuck 
to  the  bandage. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Mclaughlin  had  no  experience  with  the  method  ad- 
vocated in  the  paper.  He  thought  the  bandage,  with  proper 
antisepsis,  was  quite  sufficient,  and  having  always  had  success 
he  saw  no  reason  for  forsaking  an  old  friend. 

Dr.  Gregg  had  seen  cases  treated  by  Dr.  Richmond,  and  could 
testify  to  the  success  of  his  plan. 

Dr.  Monroe  thought  the  management  of  the  cord,  as  now 
practiced,  should  be  much  simplified.  He  thought  the  bandage 
was  often  too  thick,  too  stiff  and  too  broad  for  either  comfort  or 
efficiency.  The  diaper  was  often  four  fold,  and  large  enough  for 
half  a  dozen.  Only  the  softest  cloth  should  be  used,  and  just 
enough  to  answer  the  purpose.  He  often  found  it  difficult  to 
keep  old  women  from  managing  the  cord  themselves. 

Dr.  Richmond  replied  that  he  saw  no  objection  to  leaving  the 
child  naked,  provided  it  be  kept  clean  and  warm. 

Dr.  Talley  proceeded  to  discuss   the   subject,  and  finally 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


293 


branched  off  on  the  treatment  of  hernia  and  was  called  to  order, 
and  the  discussion  closed. 


Correspondence. 


THE  HOG  BACON,  BATTLES  AND  JJY-GONE  DAYS. 


LETTER  PROM  DR.  DANIEL  PARKER. 


Editor  DanieV  s  Texas  Medical  Journal  : 

I  had  hoped  that  a  sober  second  thought  on  the  hog  question 
would  have  produced  in  your  heart  profound  symptoms  of  repen- 
tance if  not  of  remorse,  but  I  am  grieved  to  see  that  your  last 
issue,  notwithstanding  the  lucid  letter  from  Dr.  Cunningham, 
contains  evidence  of  contumaciousness  that  cannot  be  ignored, 
and  renders  it  necessary  that  some  one  of  your  many  friends 
should  labor  with  you  still  further. 

If  it  were  a  question  as  to  whether  the  decayed  viscera  or  pois- 
oned flesh  of  the  hog  are  suitable  for  food,  or  whether  they  are 
better  or  worse  than  like  parts  in  like  condition  of  "lambs  with- 
out blemish  of  the  first  year, "  or  any  "clean"  animal,  I  would 
have  nothing  to  say;  but  the  product  of  the  healthy  hog  is  too 
important  a  factor  in  our  economy,  too  essential  as  a  heat  and 
force  producer  to  be  discarded  because  some  wretch  has  sought 
to  make  food  of  his  guts  and  poisoned  flesh. 

The  mast-fed  "razor-back"  has  always  been  in  the  van-guard 
of  civilization  in  its  westward  march,  and  his  vigorous  squeal, 
startling  the  Sylvan  deities,  has  proclaimed  that  their  reign  was  at 
an  end,  and  that  the  advent  of  the  ax  and  plow  was  at  hand; 
while  the  sputter  of  the  frying-pan,  as  his  flesh  was  being  nicely 
browned,  has  made  sweet  music  in  many  a  frontier  cabin.  No 
doubt  Moses  understood  that  his  people  were  to  take  possession 
of  the  land  of  the  Hittites,  Jebusites,  et  al. ,  with  their  fields  and 
vineyards — no  wildernesses  to  be  subdued,  nor  bushes  to  grub 
up — when  he  forebade  swine  flesh. 

And  again,  the  more  favored  brothers  of  the  "razor-back,"  the 
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improved  hog  plays  a  no  less  important  role  in  the  development 
°f  all  our  material  resources.  Prof.  At  water  *  tells  us  that  the 
heat  or  force  producing  capacities  of  fat  pork,  beef  and  mutton 
represented  in  calorics,  are  respectively  :  3452,  2750  and  1906. 
"Hog  and  hominy"  is  in  front!  How  could  we  clear  our  forests, 
till  our  lands,  build  our  railroads,  work  our  mines,  or  figh  our 
battles  without  bacon  ? 

This  brings  to  mind  visions  of  the  past,  which  will  doub  ess 
stir  a  responsive  chord  in  your  breast,  and  certainly  will  in  t  he 
breasts  of  many  of  your  readers  who  followed  the  fortunes  of  "the 
Lost  Cause."  At  the  close  of  a  days  hard  march,  and  on  the  eve 
of  battle,  did  you  never  drop  down  by  your  camp-fire,  ransack 
your  haversack  for  your  pittance  of  bacon — the  only  ration  capa- 
ble of  withstanding  the  adverse  inflnence  of  heat,  cold  and  rain — 
and  while  your  tin  cup  of  parched-meal-coffee  was  simmering  on 
the  coals,  suspend  it  over  the  flames,  pierced  by  your  ramrod, 
and  as  the  drops  of  grease  would  fall  catch  them  on  your  '  'pone' ' 
of  unbolted  corn-meal  bread?    Many  have  realized  this  picture: 

O  !  how  our  salivary  glands  (sublingual  and  parotid), 
Overflowed,  as  in  our  hands  the  "pone"  with  precious  drops  was 
dotted  ! 

How  fragrant  was  the  smoky  air,  like  incense  heavenward  rising, 
And  as  we  sniffed  the  od'rous  breeze,  we  felt  our  hopes  reviving  ! 
For  in  that  ration  adispose,  lay  force,  and  red  corpuseles, 
To  fill  our  veins,  and  to  renew  our  weary  wasted  muscles  ! 
No  fears  of  noxious  tenia  solium,  nor  of  eechino  coccus, 
Trichina  S.  nor  bacilli,  nor  deadly  urinococcus, 
Disturbed  our  gustatory  joys,  nor  hungry  visions  haunted, 
Bugs,  germs  and  all,  we  bolted  down,  by  hidden  foes  undaunted; 
Our  scanty  meal  too  soon  consumed,  lights  out,  our  drummers 
rattled, 

While  distant,  growling,  hostile  guns,    presaged  to-morrow's 
battle  ; 

And  when  at  last  our  weary  frames  by  sleep  were  overtaken, 
Our  fitful  dreams  were,  half  and  half,  of  victory  and  bacon  ! 


*  Century  Magazine,  July,  1887. 
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Don't  ask  those  of  us  who  have  fried  bacon  on  our  ramrods, 
to  join  in  a  crusade  against  s wines  fat. 

So  much,  in  regard  to  the  hog  as  meat.  As  a  hog  he  is  able  to 
take  care  of  himself.  The  best  is  always  good  enough  for  him. 
He  eats  the  best  food  and  sleeps  in  the  best  bed  he  can  find.  If 
these  are  good,  he  thrives  ;  if  they  are  unwholesome  and  dirty, 
he  still  survives ;  thus  showing  a  wide  range  of  adaptability,  and 
indicating  that  in  a  race  for  1  'survival  of  the  fitest, ' '  he  has  good 
staying  qualities 

The  day  may  come  when  mankind  will  be  educated  up  to  the 
point  of  eshewing  his  flesh,  but  if  so,  it  will  be  a  thousand  years 
after  they  have  quit  "cussin'  and  chawin'  tobacker,"  and  when 
the  record  of  the  last  battle  will  be  more  ancient  than  the  Sinaitic 
manuscript  now  is.  For  the  present  we  "  need  him  in  our  busi- 
ness." 

Yours  respectfully, 

Daniel.  Parker,  M.  D. 

Calvert,  Texas,  Jan.  7,  1889. 

[The  doctor  has,  indeed,  '  'touched  a  tender  chord"  in  our  mem- 
ory. "We  'tins"  have  often  realized  the  details  of  the  camp  pic- 
ture he  has  so  touchingly  drawn,  and,  if  anything  could  recon- 
cile us  to  the  use  of  hog's  flesh  as  food,  it  would  be  the  grateful 
remembrance  of  how  it  served  us  '"en  during'  of  the  war" — as 
Johny  Reb'  used  to  serve  it  up — a  la  ramrod.  We  make  our  bow 
to  Dr.  Parker,  and  acknowledge  the  strength,  the  incontroverti- 
bility  of  his  argument,  and  we  will  acknowledge  that  hogs  flesh 
is  one  of  the  sinews  of  war  and  of  labor  ;  but  in  doing  so  we  do 
not  acknowledge  that  it  is  indispensable.  There  are  many  "heat 
and  force"  makers  to  be  found,  free  from  the  objections  which 
attach  to  the  hog's  flesh,  and  which  will,  doubtless,  some  day 
take  its  place. 

If,  for  no  other  reason  than  to  have  drawn  out  the  above  ex 
cellent  article,  with  its  touching  "pome,,'  and  the  sensible  letter 
of  Dr.  Cunningham,  we  are  glad  we  wrote  the  "attack  on  the 
hog."    Let  us  hear  from  others  of  our  readers  on  the  subject. — 
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A  QUESTION  OF  ETHICS.— ANSWER  WANTED. 

Editor  DanieV s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

Will  you  please  publish  this  in  your  Journal,  and  answer  as 
to  the  ethics  or  etiquette,  or  if  either  or  all  parties  were  wrong? 

Dr.  A.  was  called  to  see  a  case  of  passive  epixtaxis  about  11, 
a.  m.,  in  a  family  in  which  he  had  been  practicing  for  years: 
(case  a  very  stout  man,  though  just  over  a  slight  attack  of  pneu- 
monia, in  which  Dr.  A.  had  attended  him,)  used  some  of  the  or- 
dinary remedies,  and  left,  after  bleeding  had  ceased;  called  by 
about  2  o'clock,  and  there  was  found  slight  bleeding,  dripping; 
plugged  up  the  anterior  nares  with  absorbent  cotton  after  insuf- 
flation of  hot  water,  when  bleeding  ceased,  and  Dr.  A.  left;  called 
again  about  5:30,  p.  m.,  and  found  the  room  full  of  people  and 
Dr.  C.  there  also,  who  told  Dr.  A.  that  Dr.  B.  had  just  left,  and 
he  and  Dr.  B.  had  plugged  the  nose  posteriously  with  struice  ] 
and  cotton,  and  one  nostril  anteriorly;  Dr.  C.  said  the  bleeding 
was  not  at  all  alarming;  he  remarked  "it  was  bleeding  some." 
When  Dr.  A.  entered,  seeing  Dr.  C,  he,  with  astonishment  re- 
marked, "you  here  !"  when  he  replied  as  above,  and  the  wife  of 
the  sick  man  said:  "I  did  not  want  to  see  my  husband  die,  and 
sent  for  the  other  doctors."  Dr.  A.  was  just  as  near,  and  accessi- 
ble as  either  of  the  others;  Dr.  A.  left,  without  any  instructions 
to  the  patient;  Dr.  C.  left  at  same  time,  remarking  to  a  lady 
who  had  asked  "if  patient  needed  some  milk,"  "we  need  it  worse 
than  he." 

Next  morning  they  sent  foi  Dr.  A.,  who  refused  to  go;  all 
the  doctors  are  members  of  district  association. 

[If  this  could  be  classed  as  "an  emergency"  Dr.  C.  should  have 
stated  to  Dr.  A.  that  he  had  so  understood  it,  told  him  wmat  had 
been  done,  and  turned  the  case  over  to  him  and  retired;  and  Dr. 
A.  should  have  continued  in  charge,  (with  the  consent  of  the 
family,  of  course.)  If  the  family  wished  to  change  the  physician 
Dr.  A.  should  have  been  notified  before  Drs.  C.  and  B.  could 
take  the  case. 

Under  the  circumstances,  and  from  the  above  presentation  of 
the  case  we  think  Drs.  C.  and  B.  were  wrong  in  taking  the  case 
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if  they  knew  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  A.,  and  on  this  point 
they  should  have  been  informed;  and  Dr.  A.  was  right  in  refus- 
ing to  be  made  use  of  next  day. — Ed.] 


^Society  J^otes. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  TERRELL  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Dr.  John  Inabnit  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Garret  reported  the  case  of  a  patient  suffering  from  acute 
articular  rheumatism,  used  the  usual  vaunted  remedies,  and  to 
no  purpose,  finally  concluded  to  add  the  effect  of  a  electric  bat- 
tery, and  in  a  few  days  noticed  very  beneficial  effects,  and  has 
since  concluded  that  electricity  is  an  excellent  adjunct  to  medical 
therapeutics  in  the  successful  treatment  of  rheumatism. 

Dr.  Fowler,  as  regular  contributor  read  a  paper  upon  the  treat- 
ment of  pneumonia,  with  veratrum  viridi,  and  also  explained  his 
views  upon  its  adaptability  in  puerperal  eclampsia  as  an  inhibitor 
excitor  affecting  the  vasso-moto?  nerve  centres;  usually  gave 
the  drug  till  emesis  was  induced,  then  following  with  alcoholic 
stimulants;  results  were  in  every  case  good,  given  hypodermically 
in  doses  of  from  five  to  seven  drops  hourly,  till  nausea,  or  prefera- 
bly, vomiting  ensued. 

Dr.  Stroud  thought  nausea  and  vomiting  to  be  the  effect  of 
the  drug  resulting  favorably  in  all  such  cases,  and  held  that  its 
effects  were  not  realized  until  this  nausea  and  vomiting  were  es- 
tablished. 

Dr.  Dumas  reported  a  case  of  cystitis  complicated  with  gas- 
tritis; patient  age  74,  suffered  from  insomnia,  pains  in  the 
stomach  and  bladder,  urine  coffee  color,  loss  of  appetite,  and  vio- 
lent hiccoughs,  mental  faculties  intact;  used  warm  water  injec- 
tions, nitrate  silver  lotions,  followed  by  saline  lotions  per  ure- 
thram;  obstinate  constipation,  gave  laxatives,  relieved  condition 
of  bowels,  but  the  hiccough  proved  to  be  very  obstinate;  gave 
nitrite  amyl,  then  followed  its  use  with  }i  to  %  gr  extract  hyos- 
ciamos,  greatly  to  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  patient. 
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Dr.  Nelson  reported  a  case  of  spinal  disease,  which  he  re- 
garded as  incurable,  but  thought  such  cases  should  be  reported; 
and  their  treatment  to  be  instituted  early  and  pushed  vigorously, 
would  sometimes  result  in  perfect  cures.  He  cited  a  case  of 
membranous  dysmenorrhoea,  in, which  he  removed  a  large  quantity 
of  clots  and  debris  from  the  "vagina,  left  it  properly  tamponed, 
after  removing  the  tampon  found  quantities  of  exfoliated  mem- 
brane. Then  using  the  curette  vigorously  no  more  trouble  was 
experienced  with  the  case;  recovery  good. 

Dr.  Orr  asked  if  the  uterus  contracted  well. 

Dr.  Nelson  said  that  it  did. 

Dr.  Fry,  of  Elmo,  reported  that  the  patient,  a  negro  woman, 
from  whose  breast,  Dr.  Nelson  Dr.  Dumas  and  he  removed 
a  fibroid  tumor  weighing  some  eight  pounds,  was  now  troubled 
wTith  a  similar  tnmor  in  the  other  mammary  gland,  and  said  that 
considering  their  best  endeavors  to  remove  all  affected  glands,  he 
was  a  little  disappointed,  as  he  had  told  the  patient  that  in  all 
probability  there  would  be  no  return. 

Dr.  Smiley  read  an  excellent  paper  upon  the  beneficial  effects 
of  electricity,  and  the  best  manner  in  which  to  apply  it. 

Dr.  Nelson  cited  several  cases  in  which  he  received  excellent 
results  from  the  use  of  electricity. 

Dr.  White  thought  it  an  excellent  medium  through  which  to 
treat  the  mind,  as  we  are  frequently  called  upon  to  treat  mind 
diseases. 

Dr.  Fry  cited  a  very  obstinate  case  of  obstruction  which  yield- 
ed speedily  to  the  effects  of  electricity. 

Dr.  Strain  read  an  able  paper  upon  the  use  and  abuse  of  the 
obstetrical  forceps  ;  holding  that  many  cases  were  lost  in  the  par- 
turient act,  not  because  the  forceps  were  used,  but  because  they 
were  not  used  intelligently. 

Dr.  Inabnit  was  not  inclined  to  favor  the  forceps  ;  thought  na- 
ture was  equal  to  any  and  all  emergencies  ;  he  favored  the  relax- 
ation of  the  system  and  leaving  the  case  in  charge  of  dame  na- 
ture. 

Dr.  Smith  reported  an  interesting  case  of  malignant  sarcoma, 
with  disease  of  the  nasal  passages.  Patient  had  copious  hemorrhage 
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from  the  same,  and  with  much  labor  he  controled  it.  Upon  exam- 
ination found  a  tumor  so  large  as  to  be  unable  to  pass  the  snare  over 
it,  and  from  the  anemic  condition,  fearing  that  the  hemorrhage 
and  subsequent shockwould  prevent  a  proper  reaction,  had  referred 
the  case  to  the  surgical  staff  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College, 
who  advised  the  patient  to  return  home  and  not  undergo  an  ope- 
ration, as  it  would  prove  fatal. 

There  was  quite  a  sensation  created  at  our  last  meeting,  con- 
cerning alleged  unprofessional  conduct.  Such  charges  are  anta- 
gonistic to  harmony  and  should  never  occur.  The  code  is  cer- 
tainly plain  enough,  though  a  man  be  a  fool,  he  need  not  err 
therein.  No,  it  is  not  due  to  its  misinterpretation,  but  is  due  to 
a  contemptuous  morbid  desire  to  override  the  just  claims  of 
another  professional  brother  whom  circumstances  seem  to 
favor.  The  disposition  to  prevent  the  success  of  a  colleague  is 
too  frequently  made  apparent  even  to  the  disgust  of  a  community. 
It  is  the  supreme  object,  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of  every  me- 
dical society  to  expound  the  principles  of  etiquette  by  which 
physicians  are  to  be  governed.  Many  there  are  who  are  contin- 
ually prating  about  the  code  and  who  know  nothing  concerning 
its  teachings. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Stovall,  whose  name  was  dropped  some  two  years 
ago  from  the  list  of  members  for  circulating  circulars  and  adver- 
tisments,  vaunting  a  certain  cureall,  termed  Dr.  Stovall' s  Favorite 
Prescription,  has  (upon  a  written  application  for  reinstatement 
into  its  membership,  renouncing  his  past  conduct  as  unprofes- 
sional and  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  regular  ph}rsician,  and  pledg- 
ing his  support  to  our  ranks  according  to  the  code  of  ethics) 
been  readmitted  into  full  membership. 

E.  E.  Smiley,  M.  D.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


TRAYIS  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Regular  meeting  held  in  Austin,  November  1,  1888,  Vice- 
President  Justin  DufFau,  M.  D.,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner  read  a  paper  entitled  "The  Appearance  and 
Behavior  of  the  Pupil  in  Health  and  Disease. ' ' 
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The  paper  was  well  received  by  the  Society  without  discussion. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  remarked  that  the  general  practitioner  should 
consult  the  specialist  more  frequently  for  aid  in  diagnosis. 

Dr.  Swearingen  reported  a  typical  case  of  laryngitis  with 
fibrinous  exudation,  which  proved  fatal  in  forty-eight  hours  after 
the  appearance  of  the  croupal  cough. 

Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin  related  a  case  of  diphtheria.  A  girl 
aged  10  years.  Had  been  at  school  during  the  day,  complained 
of  sore  throat  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  during  the  evening  her 
voice  was  somewhat  hoarse.  Laryngismus  stridulus  came  on 
suddenly  during  the  night,  when  he  was  called.  The  ordinary 
remedies  for  this  condition  were  ordered,  and  he  did  not  see  her 
again  until  the  next  morning,  then  found  all  of  the  symptoms 
aggravated,  enlarged  submaxillary  glands,  marked  dyspnea,  and 
discovered  an  exudation  low  down  in  the  larynx  which  he  diag- 
nosed as  diphtheritic.  One  tenth  of  a  grain  of  bichloride  of 
mercury  every  two  hours  was  ordered  for  the  patient.  No  un- 
toward effects,  as  gastritis,  etc.,  resulted  from  these  large  doses, 
but  improvement  in  all  of  the  symptoms  almost  immediately  fol- 
lowed, and  recovery  soon  took  place. 

He  thinks  better  results  follow  this  treatment,  (as  recommend- 
ed by  Jacobi,)  than  any  other,  especially  if  pushed  boldly  in  the 
early  stages,  and  where  asthenia  is  not  salient. 

Dr.  Mathews,  visiting  from  the  city,  related  the  cases  of  two- 
children  of  the  same  family  who  had  diphtheria,  where  the  mouth 
and  fauces  were  covered  with  large  patches  of  membrane  and 
emitted  a  very  disagreeable  odor.  Both  proved  fatal.  Another 
case  with  all  symptoms  of  the  disease,  though  without  such  a 
perceptible  odor,  which  recovered.  He  thought  this  condition,, 
in  any  case  of  diphtheria,  was  of  serious  import. 

A  general  discussion  followed  as  to  the  differential  diagnosis 
of  diphtheria  and  follicular  pharyngitis.  The  Society  then  ad- 
journed. 

B.  F.  Church,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
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AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


SIXTH  QUARTERLY  MEETING. 


On  the  20th  of  December  last  the  Austin  District  Medical  So- 
ciety held  its  sixth  quarterly  meeting  in  Austin  in  three  sessions, 
a  forenoon,  an  afternoon  and  a  night  session.    It  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful meeting,  there  being  thirty-four  physicians  in  attendance, 
aineteen  of  whom  were  from  the  district  outside  of  the  city  of 
Austin.  The  papers  read  were  a  good  average  and  the  discussions 
which  followed  were  interesting  and  instructive. 
The  following  names  were  added  to  the  list  of  membership  : 
Dr.  S.  G.  Harper,  of  Hutto; 
Dr.  J.  S.  Brown,  of  Taylor; 
Dr.  D.  Monroe,  of  Cameron; 
Dr.  K.  T.  Gazley,  of  Austin. 
The  society  is  growing  and  prosperous;  there  are  now  fifty- 
bur  members,  and  a  number  of  applications  from  prominent 
physicians  accessible  to  Austin  lying  over  for  action  at  the  next 
•egular  meeting  in  March. 
The  following  papers  were  read  : 

"Management  of  the  Card,"  by  Dr.  W.  T.  Richmond,  of 
Vlanor. 

"Typhlitis,"  by  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten,  of  Austin. 
"Haematuria,"  by  Dr.  O.  I,.  Williams,  of  Chappell  Hill, 
"Quinine,"  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Bennett,  of  Austin. 
"Insanity — Its  Cause  and  Prevention,"  by  Dr.  A.  N.  Denton, 
)f  Austin. 

"Medical  legislation,"  by  Dr.  R,  P.  Talley,  of  Belton. 

Dr.  Talley 's  paper  was  read  at  the  night  session,  but  was  not 
eceived,  and  therefore  not  discussed.  It  was  an  attempted  argu- 
nent  against  medical  legislation,  but  was  in  fact,  no  argument. 
X  consisted  mainly  of  personalities,  ridicule  and  abuse  of  all  for- 
aer  attempts  at  legislation  by  the  organized  profession. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Gregg,  of  Manor,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
vhich  is  to  become  an  amendment  to  the  by-laws : 

Resolved :  That  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  occupy  more 
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than  twenty  minutes  in  reading  a  paper,  nor  occupy  the  floor 
longer  than  ten  minutes  in  discussion,  unless  the  Society  by  a 
majority  vote  grant  a  longer  time. 

T.  J.  Bennett,  Secretary. 


CENTRAL  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION— ELECTION  OF  OFFI- 
CERS, ETC. 


This  flourishing  organization  held  its  regular  quarterly  session 
at  Waco,  Jauuary  8.    There  was  a  good  attendance. 

A  paper  on  "Gynecological  practice"  was  read  by  Dr.  S.  M. 
Hunter  of  Moody;  one  on  "tobacco  as  a  prophylactic  in  tubercu- 
losis," by  Dr.  J.  W.  Cock,  of  Waco;  "albuminuria  in  preg- 
nancy," by  Dr.  Denman,  of  Bell  county. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent,  of  Belton,  ex-president  Texas  State  Medical 
Association,  was  elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year;  Dr. 
P.  M.  Kuykendall,  of  Moody,  first  vice  president;  Dr.  W.  C. 
Blalock,  of  Kosse,  second  vice  president.  Dr.  J.  B.  Robertson, 
of  Goliad;  third  vice  president. 

Dr.  W.  O.  Wilkes,  son  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Wilkes,  of  Waco,  secre- 
tary. 

Dr.  R.  K.  Brown,  of  Waco,  son  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Brown,  corres- 
ponding secretary,  and  Dr.  S.  E.  Shelton,  of  Waco,  treasurer. 

The  meeting  closed  with  a  sumptuous  banquet.  We  are 
pleased  to  note  the  integrity  and  growth  of  this  influential  and 
working  body.    Next  meeting  April  9. 


j^ULLINGS   FROM  j^ONTEMPORARIES^ 


THE  USE  OF  PEPSIN  IN  THE  LOCAL  TREATMENT  OF  DIPHTHE- 
RIA AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 


The  field  for  the  use  of  pepsin  seems  constantly  extending  with 
the  improvements  made  in  the  quality  of  this  agent,  and  it  may 
now  be  employed  with  greater  certainty  as  to  results  than  ever 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  303 


before.  The  application  of  pepsin  to  digest  away  the  membrane 
in  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  is  not  new,  and  is  more  or 
less  commended  and  resorted  to  by  physicians  in  the  treatment 
of  these  diseases. 

Naturally,  however,  its  utility  depends  entirely  upon  its  di- 
gestive activity,  and  on  account  of  the  many  preparations  of  pep- 
sin of  feeble  or  no  digestive  power  heretofore  at  the  disposal  of 
physicians  the  results  obtained  have  been  in  some  cases  dis- 
couraging. 

As  to  the  value  of  pepsin,  however,  in  these  affections  when  of 
proper  purity  and  strength,  there  can  be  no  question.  We  be- 
lieve that  the  recent  improvements  in  pepsin,  securing  greater 
purity,  strength  and  permanence  (we  allude  to  the  pepsin  purum 
in  lamellis  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.),  will  lead  to  its  extensive  use 
in  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  maladies  now  attended 
with  such  grave  results  even  when  combatted  by  the  most  expert 
medical  care. 

is  to  be  hoped,  and  it  is  certainly  highly  probable,  that  the 
further  study  of  digestive  ferments  will  lead  to  the  production  of 
a  pepsin  still  more  active. 

If  the  false  membrane  could  be  easily  digested,  and  there 
seems  no  reason  why  it  might  not  be  with  a  pepsin  of  high  di- 
gestive power,  we  could  expect  to  have  fewer  cases  of  inter- 
ference with  respiration  and  blood  poisoning  from  absorption  of 
septic  material,  now  alas  so  frequent. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Chapin,  of  New  York,  has  made  some  interesting 
experiments  in  the  solution  of  croupous  membrane.  He  says  an 
alkaline  solution,  not  strong  enough  to  act  as  an  escharotic,  had 
no  influence  on  the  membrane,  or  at  most  produced  but  slight 
softening.  Experimenting  with  trypsin  he  found  that  croupous 
membrane  was  dissolved  in  from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  by 
the  spray  and  by  solution,  the  spray  acting  a  little  more  rapidly 
than  the  solution.  A  solution  of  trypsin  required  five  hours  to 
disolve  the  mucus  expectoration  from  phthisis. 

Pepsin  solutions  have  been  less  used  and  less  experimented 
with  than  trypsin,  and  yet  this  seems  likely  to  give  far  better 
results  when  it  does  come  into  more  general  use. 
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A  solution  of  pepsin  will  disolve  croupous  membrane  outside 
the  body  in  from  fifteen  to  thirty  minutes,  acting  as  well  as 
trypsin,  with  the  very  important  advantage  that  it  does  not  re- 
quire an  alkaline  solution. 

The  reaction  of  the  fluids  of  the  mouth  and  throat  in  diphthe- 
ria is  markedly  acid,  and  the  great  majority  of  local  medicinal 
applications  in  general  nse  are  acid,  hence  the  combination  of 
pepsin  with  acid  fluids  can  be  more  easily  accomplished  than  the 
efforts  to  keep  up  an  alkaline  condition  for  the  use  of  other  sol- 
vents. 

Speaking  of  solvents  in  diphtheria,  DaCosta  says  :  '  'The  rem- 
edy that  has  done  best  is  a  saturated  solution  of  pepsin  in  the 
form  of  a  spray. ' ' 

But  a  spray  is  a  terror  to  most  children,  especially  infants, 
and  many  practitioners  are  deterred  from  using  any  remedy, 
however  useful,  which  has  to  be  applied  in  that  form.  In  my 
own  practice  I  always  use  a  swab  or  sponge,  on  a  bent  rod,  ap- 
plying the  solution  of  pepsin  freely  to  the  diseased  surfaces, 
every  one,  two  or  three  hours,  according  to  th£  severity  of  the 
case,  and  quantity  of  false  membrane  present. 

The  objection  to  the  probang  may  be  made  that  a  child  does 
not  submit  to  its  use  any  more  gracefully  than  to  that  of  the 
spray;  but  it  takes  but  a  moment  to  make  the  application,  even 
if  force  be  necessary  to  accomplish  that  object,  and  the  effects 
are  more  lasting  than  the  spray,  necessitating  its  use  much  less 
frequently. 

In  regard  to  the  form  of  pepsin,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  have 
used  several,  and  find  that  those  that  come  in  a  scale  or  crystal 
form,  so  called,  are  the  most  active;  the  powdered  form  being 
difficult  of  solution  and  not  seeming  to  possess  the  energy  of  the 
former. 

Two  years  ago  I  began  the  use  of  solutions  of  pepsin  locally, 
with  the  same  general  treatment,  since  when  my  cases  have 
made  a  more  rapid,  and  better  recovery  than  when  the  same 
treatment  without  the  pepsin  was  administered. — Exchange. 


EBITOKIfili  DEPAKTmEIW. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  :■   

Dr.  B.  M.  Swearingen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.   W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  BE.  Hadra,  M.D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples.M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  T.  Paine,  M.  £>.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osbiym,  Clehurne,  Texas.  Dr.  B.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doering,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Bogers,  M.D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


THE  COMING  MEETING  OF  TIIE  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIA- 
TION—MEDICAL LEGISLATION  AND  THE 
SUBJECT  OF  A  CHARTER. 

Let  it  be  ^orae  in  mind  that  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion will  meet  in  the  beautiful  and  historic  city  of  San  Antonio, 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  April  next, — only  a  few  months  hence, 
— and  let  there  be  a  larger  attendance  than  for  several  years  past. 

San  Antonio  is  easy  of  access  from  any  point  in  Texas,  and  the 
railroads  having  gotten  over  their  little  pique  at  the  doctors, 
have  begun  again  to  do  the  handsome  thing  by  giving  them 
special  rates  to  and  from  their  conventions. 

The  attractions  will  be,  if  possible,  even  greater  than  they 
were  at  Galveston,  socially  and  scientifically.  The  San  An- 
tonians  are  noted  for  their  generous  hospitality,  are  proud  of 
their  1  'Alamo  City, ' '  and  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  make  their 
guests  happy.  Business  of  great  importance  will  come  up  for 
discussion;  a  new  constitution  and  by-laws  are  to  be  adopted, 
among  other  things,  and  the  subject  of  medical  legislation  is  to 
be  thoroughly  considered.  With  the  narrow-minded  men  of  the 
'  'Bell-of-Cook' '  sort  relegated  to  the  shades  of  private  life,  and  a 
better  class  of  men  elected  to  the  legislature,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
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subject  will  receive  more  respectful  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  law-makers  when  again  presented  by  the  organized  medical 
profession,  than  ever  heretofore. 

The  subject  of  chartering  the  State  Medical  Association  should, 
and  probably  will,  come  up  for  discussion.  In  our  judgment, 
this  is  the  most  imporant  topic  that  could  receive  the  attention 
of  that  body;  the  step  has  become,  in  our  opinion,  one  of 
most  urgent  necessity.  We  bear  well  in  mind  the  summary 
manner  in  which  the  proposal  to  charter  the  Association  was 
"sat  down  on"  at  Belton  in  '84,  but  that  fact  should  not  deter  us 
from  reviving  the  question.  Perhaps  at  that  time  there  was  no 
real  necessity  of  such  a  course,  but  at  the  present  time  there  can 
be  no  question  as  to  its  advisability;  the  status  of  medical  mat- 
ters is  much  changed  since  then,  and  this  change  has  necessitat- 
ed something  of  the  sort.  Then,  there  were  perhaps,  not  half  a 
dozen  local  medical  organizations  in  the  State;  now  there  are 
one  or  more  in  nearly  every  organized  county;  and  not  only  is 
the  supremacy  of  the  State  Association,  and  its  right  to  tribute, 
(of  representation,  allegiance  and  money),  from  these  organiza- 
tions very  questionable,  but  its  very  integrity  is  threatened  by 
their  advent.  What  is  to  hinder — should  such  a  step  be 
thought  proper — any  or  all  of  the  District  Societies  declaring 
themselves  independent  of  the  State  Association,  and  all  suffi- 
cient for  the  needs  of  the  profession  in  their  respective  sections? 
The  rapid  growth  of  these  larger  bodies,  and  their  popularity^ 
render  them,  in  a  sense,  rivals  of  the  State  Association.  A 
member  may  say,  '  'we  derive  as  much  benefit  from  our  local  so- 
ciety meetings  as  we  do  from  those  of  the  State  Association.  We 
do  not  have  so  far  to  go,  nor  so  much  to  pay.  We  have  not 
time  to  attend  other  meetings;  I  believe  I  will  resign  from  the 
State  Association."  And  this  can  be  said  with  much  truth. 
Either  the  State  Association  must  adopt  some  plan  whereby  all 
local  societies  can  be  kept  in  the  leading  strings,  or  it  must 
make  itself  indispensable  to  members.  It  is  a  fact,  that  while 
there  are  represented  on  the  roll  of  the  State  Association  some 
twenty  odd  auxiliary  associations,  there  are  important  organ- 
izations which  are  not  on  the  roll  at  all,  and  at  least  one  which 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal.  307 


we  recall,  with  a  membership  of  fifty,  which,  by  vote,  refused  to 
send  representation  to  the  yearly  convention  of  the  State  Associa- 
tion. A  member  may  reasonably  say,  "why  should  I  pay  dues 
in  so  many  organizations  when  my  District  or  County  Society  is 
sufficient  for  my  time  and  wants?"  One  cannot  take  all  the 
journals,  and  selects  that  one,  or  one  or  two  which  best  answer  his 
requirements.  So  it  is  with  the  associations.  There  is  no  in- 
herent right  in  the  State  Association  to  be  considered  superior 
to  any  District  Association;  but  if  a  County  or  District  Associa- 
tion could  only  acquire  authority  to  organize — by  procuring  a 
charter  from  the  State  Association — it  would  be  different,  and 
organizations  in  medicine,  upon  the  only  proper  basis,  could  be 
accomplished  forthwith,  and  the  permanency  and  integrity  of  the 
State  Association  would  be  guaranteed,  the  profession  con- 
solidated and  strengthened. 

Let  our  committee  on  legislation  ponder  these  suggestions, 
and  be  prepared  to  report  upon  the  subject  of  applying  to  the 
State  for  a  charter. 

We  would  'be  glad  to  hear  from  members  on  the  subject — 
would  like  to  get  at  a  concensus  of  opinion  prior  to  the  meeting. 

With  good  crops,  and  consequently  more  money  in  Texas,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  attendance  at  San  Antonio  will  be  large.  The 
time  is  coming,  and  it  will  soon  be  here,  when  not  to  belong  to 
the  organized  body  of  the  profession  of  Texas,  will  be  to  be  a 
marked  man,  and  the  presumption  will  be  that  because  one  is 
not  a  member,  one  cannot  be  a  member. 

Organization  is  abroad;  all  who  are  entitled,  by  virtue  of 
proper  professional  and  moral  standing,  to  become  members, 
should  do  so.  There  are  many  who  can  never  hope  to  be  taken 
into  the  fold,  and  those  physicians  who  have  a  proper  profes- 
sional pride  should  be  careful  not  to  be  thought  one  of  these. 


PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATON  OF  TEXAS. 

There  are  three  deaths  reported  amongst  the  members  since 
the  last  assessment  (No.  8,  benefit  Dr.  F.  A.  Tompkins  certifi- 
cate) to-wit:  Drs.  W.  F.  Buck,  late  of  Pecos;  J.  T.  Y.  Jameson, 
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of  Rusk,  and  L.  T.  Maddox,  of  Birdston.  Assessments  have  not 
yet  been  sent  out,  for  the  reason  that  during  the  latter  part  of  last 
year,  there  occurred  lour  deaths:  and  assessments  were  sent  out  so 
rapidly  that  the  members  forfeited  in  large  numbers — seriously 
threatening  the  integrity  of  the  association.  As  an  appeal  had 
just  been  issued,  it  was  hoped  there  would  be  fresh! accessions  to 
the  order,  and  it  was  thought  best  not  to  tax  the  members  with 
these  three  other  assessments  in  such  rapid  succession,  for  fear 
more  would  drop  out,  but  to  4 'give  them  a  rest"  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  more  promptly  respond. 

The  dues  for  1889  having  been  paid  by,  probably,  all  who  in- 
tend to  pay,  and  some  months  having  elapsed  since  the  last  as- 
sessment was  issued,  there  will  be  no  longer  delay,  but  members 
may  expect  to  be  called  on  now  very  shortly  for  their  pittance  to 
the  death  benefit  fund  for  the  widows  of  the  above  named  de- 
ceased members. 

Payment  of  No.  8  was  so  slow  that  the  small  amount  of  $nr 
has  just  only  recently  been  realized. 

LIST  OF  THOSE  WHO  PAID  NO.  8. 

Daniel,  F.  E.  Burts,  Wolff,  Sholars,  Cupples,  Herff,  Swearin- 
gen,  Day,  Ducheine,  Dupree,  Towsey,  Coffey,  Matthews,  Sterrett, 
Paine,  Brown,  Styles,  Myers,  Powell,  Taylor,  McLaughlin, 
Hardy,  Weller,  McFarland,  Inabnit,  Paulus,  Webb,  Gray,  Ball, 
Reid,  Strain,  Tidwell,  Hill,  Morris,  Bennett,  Ross  Francis, 
Thorpe,  Thorckmorton,  Hons,  Scales,  Perkins,  Keating,  Os- 
borne, Ford,  Smith,  Q.  C,  Tinsley,  I^itten,  McClintock,  Fox, 
Jameson,  W.  G.,  Jameson,  J.  T.  Y.;  Martin,  Gregg,  Wilson, 
Evans,  Frazer,  Field,  Wadgymar,  Fennell,  Shuford,  Burke, 
Bowers,  Patton  &  Patton,  Denman,  Talley,  Lancaster,  Dupree, 
Watlington,  May,  Getz wilier,  McGehee,  Taylor,  R.  A.  Stinson, 
Fry,  Evans,  A.  D.,  Bell,  McCrary,  Southworth,  Witherspoon, 
Jones,  Bass,  Davies,  Hamilton,  Styles,  Taylor,  R.  A.;  Cain, 
Barbee,  Nicholson,  Starnes,  Burrows,  Vauter,  Robinson,  Bruce, 
Grace,  Smith,  Bat,  Philips,  J.  T.;  Felder,  Harmer,  Johnson,  L. 
B.,  Matthews,  Burroughs,  Seymour,  Oliver,  Sams,  Wilkes,  Craw- 
ford, Stone,  $111. 

This  amount,  $111  less  the  cost  of  collecting,  $5,  has  been 
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sent  to  Mrs.  Tompkins,  by  check  on  Galveston,  but  her  receipt 
has  not  been  received. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Yoakum,  of  Greenville,  writes  the  secretary  thai  he 
is  getting  up  a  list  of  members  for  the  P.  M.  B.  A.,  and  will  get 
every  Doctor  in  that  county.    We  hope  others  will  do  as  well. 


THE  NEW  ORLEANS  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Because  forsooth,  we  mildly  and  courteously  protested  against 
the  wholesale  and  sweeping  denunciation  of  the  members  of  the 
Louisiana  State  Medical  Association  by  this,  its  fostered  organ, 
in  its  now  notorious  June  editorial,  and  suggested  that  both  as  a 
matter  of  right,  iustice  and  good  business  policy,  the  Journal 
should  make,  or  should  have  made  some  exceptions,  we  are  ac- 
cused by  this  publication  of  "an  act  derogatory  to  Southern 
journalism  !"  Because  we  pointed  out  and  insisted  that  there 
are  honorable,  honest,  able  and  conscientious  physicians  in  that 
body,  well  known  to  that  journal  as  such,  who  cannot,  with  jus- 
tice be  denounced  as  "languid,  inconsequent  and  unprepared 
medicine  men,"  and  whose  high  aim  and  object  in  assembling 
in  convention  cannot  be  impeached,  much  less  can  these  gentle- 
men— all  of  them — be  accused  of  being  '  'bent  for  the  most  part 
on  a  few  days  of  rest,  cigar-smoking  and  story-telling,"  our 
animus  towards  that  journal  is  impugned,  and  we  are  accused  of 
unfriendliness,  and  told  that  it,  the  said  journal,  "would  blush 
for  very  shame"  if  accused  of  something  similar. 

We  protest  that  our  article  was  penned  in  the  kindliest  spirit 
toward  our  contemporary,  and  that  heretofore,  we  have  had  no 
occasion  to  entertain  other  than  a  friendly  feeling  for  our  neigh- 
bor; why  should  we  ?  Personally,  we  are  not  acquainted 
with  a  single  member  of  its  copious  staff;  they  have  done  us  no 
harm;  why  should  we  be  unfriendly  toward  their  little  enterprise? 
They  are  not  in  our  way  in  the  least,  and  the  Lord  knows  we  do 
not  envy  them.  But,  whatever  may  have  been  our  animus 
toward  them,  we  claim  the  right,  which  it  is  absurd  to  deny  any 
journalist,  and  yet  which  they  would  deny  us,  to  comment  on 
matters  of  medical  news  or  controversy  in  other  states  beside  our 
own.    We  are  given  to  understand  that  any  matters  of  this  kind, 
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even  the  proceedings  of  medical  societies,  are  private  property 
in  a  State,  and  that  no  journal  outside  of  the  limits  of  that  State 
can  discuss  them  without  being  "derogatory  to  Southern  journal- 
ism." Can  anything  be  more  absurd  and  ridiculous?  We  pre- 
sume then,  in  the  eyes  of  our  wratliy  contemporary,  the  N.  Y. 
Medical,  Record  and  all  other  journals  that  have  discussed  the 
Anglo-German  medical  controversy,  are  guilty  of  an  act  "deroga- 
tory" to  German  "journalism?"  We  opine  that  if  our 
neighbor  were  to  practice  what  it  preaches,  and  confine  itself  to 
the  profession  of  Louisiana  alone  for  its  medical  news,  it  would 
be  at  a  loss  for  copy  occasionally.  We  observe,  however,  in  its 
columns  considerable  Texas  news,  copied  from  the,  Texas  jour- 
nals, with  more  or  less  comment. 

With  regard  to  "blushing  for  very  shame,"  (that  journal  ex- 
presses itself  as  ready  to  "blush"  if  accused  of  an  animus  toward 
a  contemporary  such  as  it  imputes  to  us  toward  themselves,)  we 
will  say,  if  it  is  capable  of  such  an  act  there  is  abundant  room 
for  its  performance  whenever  is  recalled  their  own  animus  in 
be-little-ing  and  traducing  their  own  State  Association.  "It  is  a 
sorry  bird  that  befouls  its  own  nest." 

The  only  thing  for  which  we  feel  that  we  should  '  'blush' ' ,  is 
our  want  of  discernment  and  discrimination  in  so  long  regarding 
and  styling  the  N.  O.  Medical  and  Suigical Journals  "courteous 
contemporary."  But,  then,  we  did  not  know  that  there  was 
upon  the  staff  a  gentleman  of  such  capabilities  as  revealed  in 
the  rather  coarse,  and  eminently  unjust  tirade  against  this  Jour- 
nal, in  its  December  issue. 

The  N.  O.  Medical  and  Sutgical  Journal  has  simply  declared 
that  the  horse  is  sixteen  feet  high,  and  sticks  to  it,  notwithstand- 
ing the  abundant  and  everwhelming  proof  to  the  contrary. 

Finally,  our  extracts  from  the  said  June  editorial  are  declared 
"garbled  and  misleading,"    They  are  neither. 

This  seems  to  be  a  sore  subject  with  our  neighbor,  and  we 
forbear.  Perhaps  we  should  not  have  mentioned  it,  but  having 
done  so,  we  believe  we  are  right,  and  will  defend  ourselves  and 
our  position.  That  "truth  hurts,"  is  an  old  saying;  and  a  man 
in  the  wrong  does  not  relish  having  it  pointed  out  to  him,  because 
he  feels  that  he  ought  to  acknowledge  it;  and  there  are  some 
men  who  are  not  capable  of  it;  who  cannot  rise  to  the  sublimity 
oi  such  a  confession,  however  palpable  may  be  their  error. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


PHILLIPS'  COD  LIVER  OIL 

EMULSION. 

THE  ESSENTIAL  FEATURES  HEREIN  PRESENTED  ARE 

The  Combination  (the  highest  grade  of  Norway  Oil  with  the  Phosphates) 

The  Perfect  Emulsionizingr  of  the  Oil. 

An  Extremely  Minute  Division  of  the  Oil  Globules. 

(So  fine  a  division  has  not  yet  been  approached  in  any  other  emulsion.) 
Perfect  MIscibility  with  Water,  Milk  or  other  Fluid. 
Permanency  of  Emulsion.  Smoothness. 
Limpidity.      Palatability.  Digestibility. 

Comparative  tests,  practical  and  scientific,  with  other  emulsions  are  urged. 

This  preparation  hats  the  largest  prescription  patronage  of  any  Emulsion  in  the  United 
■States,  and  is  not  advertised  to  the  public 

Put  up  in  6  and  14  oz.  bottles.  Formula,  Analyses,  Photo-Microscopic  Illustrations, 
etc.,  furnished  on  request.. 


PBILL 


ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  CALLED  TO 

S' 

As  furnishing  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  and  convalescing,  and  a  suitable 
Substitute  for  Tea  and  Coffee  for  every  day  use. 

The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  element)  is  herein  digested  by  means 
of  Pancreatine,  producing  a  delicious  Food  Beverage,  which  is  Nourishing  to  a  High 
Degree  and  Assimilated  with  Ease  when  other  nutrients  and  even  Milk  cause  distress. 
Correspondence  solicited. 

Milk  oF  Magnesia. 
Wheat  Phosphates. 
Phospho  Muriate  of  Quinine.) 


I  The  Chas.  H.  Phillips'  Chemical  Co., 

30  E»latt  StrM  New  Yorlc, 
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AD  VER  TISEMEN  TS. 


k  New  USE 

FOR 

Liquid  Peptonoids, 

Successfully  used  in  Dissolving  the  False  Membrane  in  Diphtheria. 

A  Physician  writes  :  "In  an  experience  of  over  thirty  years  I  have  never 
used  anything  to  equal  your  Liquid  Peptonoids  as  a  local  application  with  a 
spray.  It  will  dissolve  the  membrane  and  destroy  the  diphtheretic  odor  in 
less  than  twenty-four  hours.  I  use  the  Liquid  Peptonoids  full  strength  as  a. 
spray,  two  or  three  times  a  day,  in  bad  cases. 

Used  successfully  by  another  physician  in  two  desperate  cases: 

"I  was  induced  to  try  Liquid  Peptonoids  in  two  very  desperate  cases^of 
Diphtheria.  I  think  I  never  saw  throats  more  heavily  coated  with  exudate 
than  were  these  and  I  think  I  never  saw  it  more  rapidly  disappear  than  in 
these  cases,  by  frequent  spraying  with  your  Liquid  Peptonoids. ' ' 

Liquid  Peptonoids  can  be  taken  by  patients  unable  to  ingest  food  in  any 
other  form.  In  dyspepsia  and  loss  of  appetite  its  effects  are  positive,  its. 
digestive  properties  assisting  in  the  digestion  of  food  taken  and  its  proper- 
ties quickly  stimulating  the  natural  digestive  secretions  of  the  stomach. 


Pancrobilin. 

Prepared  {in  both  Liquid  and  Pill form)  Extracts  of  Pancreas  and  Bile. 

This  preparation  is  designed  expressly  to  increase  the  digestion  and  ab- 
sorption of  fats.  Z^^^W^ 

We  believe  that  the  fat-digesting  properties  of  pancreatine  and  bile  are  in- 
separable, and  that  without  their  union  in  the  intestinal  tract  but  little,  if 
any,  fat  would  be  digested  aud  absorbed.  -n>^w*&3 

Fancrobilin  will  be  found  of  great  service  in  Phthisis  and  other  wasting  diseases, 
Nervous:  Prostration,  Constipation,  Inanition,  Malnutrition,  Intestinal  Indigestion 
and  wherever  there  is  a  failure  to  assimilate  fats.  4  g 

If  the  skin  is  first  wet  with  Liquid  Pancrobilin,  the  inunction  of  oils>ill  be  greatly 
facilitated. 

Liquid  Pancrobilin  is  put  up  in  pound  bottles. 

Pill  Pancrobilin  is  put  up  in  bottles  holding  100  pills.  The  coating  of  the  pills 
will  resist  acid  digestion  when  given  as  directed,  but  will  be  quickly  dissolved  in  the 
alkaline  secretions  of  the  duodenum. 


Phospho-Caffein  Comp. 

\Granular  Effervescing?) 

Formula  for  each  dessertspoonful  :— Caflein.  Acidi  Phosphorici  aa,  grains,  ss. 
Antipyrin.   Ext.  Apii.  Grav.  dulc.  (Celery),  aa  grain*,  i.   Sodium  Bromide,  grains,  v. 

The  satisfactory  results  produced  by  Phospho-Caffein  Comp.  in  Headaches,  Neu- 
ralgia, Insomnia,  Neurasthenia  and  general  Nervous  Irritability,  are  not  due  to  the 
effect  of  any  one  Ingredient,  but  to  the  happy  effect  of  the  combination.  A  thorough 
series  of  comparative  tests  have  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the  above  formula 
over  any  other  in  the  market.  • 

REED  & CARNRICK,  NewJSork. 
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The  American  Medical  Association  will  meet  at  Newport,  R. 
L,  June  25,  1889. 

Dr.  W.  R.  Wilson,  of  Dallas,  was  married  in  Texarkana,  on 
January  9th,  to  Miss  Bettie  Thomas  of  that  city. 

Dr.  A.  B,  Ashworth,  the  able  editor  of  the  Atlanta  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  has  become  sole  owner  of  that  valuable 
property. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Hammond  opened  his  sanitarium  in  Washington 
on  the  10th  inst.,  with  one-half  his  rooms  filled  with  patients. 
"Just  as  we  expected." 

Drs.  Stinson  &  Thompson,  an  old  firm  of  Sherman — have 
dissolved  their  co-partnership.  Dr.  Stinson  renews  his  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Journal  individually. 


State  Health  Officer  of  Texas,  Dr.  Rutherford  has 
been  appointed  by  Governor  Ross,  for  a  second  term  as  State 
Health  Officer,  and  the  appointment  will  be  confirmed  by  the 
senate. 


Apologetic. — During  the  greater  part  of  December  the  Edi- 
tor of  this  Journal  was  sick,  and  could  not  give  his  personal  at- 
tention to  the  details  of  the  December  number,  in  conseqnence  of 
which  many  mortifying  errors  occurred — especially  in  the  "Con- 
tents." We  crave  indulgence  and  will  try  to  not  get  sick  any 
more.    D.  V. 


"A  Doctor  Fired,"  is  the  caption  of  an  article  in  a  Mem- 
phis paper  announcing  that  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  Tri-State 
Medical  Association  held  in  Memphis,  Dr.  J.  P.  McGee  was 
expelled  by  unanimous  vote, — the  members  rising.  Dr.  McGee  is 
the  ex-professor  wbo  tried  to  forge  a  diploma  for  the  man  Mc- 
Kelsey — an  account  of  which  appeared  in  our  October  number. 
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The  Value  of  an  Eye. — Dr.  C.  H.  Wilkinson,  of  Galves- 
ton, as  surgeon  of  the  Santa  Fe  railroad,  treated  one  of  the  em- 
ployes for  conjunctivitis,  caused,  alleged,  by  a  cinder  in  the  eye 
from  a  passing  train.  The  sight  of  one  eye  was  destroyed  and 
the  other  impaired  in  consequence  of  the  inflammation.  Now 
the  party  brings  suit  against  the  road  and  the  surgeon  for  $10,- 
ooo.    The  way  of  the  (surgeon)  is  hard  indeed. 

The  Superintendent  Texas  State  Lunatic  Asylum  dis- 
charged recenty  as  ''improved,"  a  female  patient  of  twenty  years 
residence  in  the  asylum.  Her  son  was  to  take  her  home.  On 
the  way  to  the  train,  and  just  after  leaving  the  institute,  she  died 
in  the  hack.  Said  to  have  been  heart  disease.  Respectfully 
submitted  without  comment;  facts  learned  from  the  daily  papers. 

Dr.  T.  M.  Matthews,  of  Athens,  Texas,  was  burned  out 
December  4,  ult,  losing  his  office,  drugs,  books  and  instruments. 
No  insurance.  This  is  hard  luck,  as  it  is  the  second  time  in  five 
years  that  the  Doctor  has  suffered  by  fire, — in  the  first  instance, 
losing  still  more  heavily.  We  tender  our  sincere  condolence  to 
the  Doctor  in  his  bad  luck:  But,  he  is  a  philosopher,  and  says 
very  truthfully,  "it*might  be  worse." 

Married. — Our  talented  and  rising  young  friend,  Dr.  Eugene 
A.  Neely,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  was  married  on  January  23d  inst., 
to  Miss  Ida  Bruce  of  that  city,  With  a  knowledge  of  Dr. 
Neely' s  aesthetic  taste,  we  are  sure  we  can  congratulate  him  on 
his  choice;  and  we  are  equally  sure  that  we  can  congratulate 
the  young  lady  in  having  secured  a  prize  in  the  lottery  matri- 
monial. 


Jordan  W.  L,aebert,  president  of  the  Lambert  Phannacal 
Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  died  in  that  city  January  9th,  after  a  lingering 
illness,  nerve  exhaustion,  said  to  have  been  superinduced  by  a 
too  active  and  wearing  life.  Mr.  L,ambert  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  enterprising  men  of  St.  L,ouis,  and  is  a  great  loss  to 
social  and  commercial  circles.  He  was  well  and  favorably 
known  to  the  medical  profession. 
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We  do  our  own  singing — At  the  suggestion  of  a  mutual 
friend  we  wrote  to  a  certain  physician  in  Texas  who  had  made 
some  reputation  as  a  medical  writer,  soliciting  an  occasional  con- 
tribution to  the  clinical  department  of  the  Journal,  The  doctor 
quite  misunderstood  us;  and  having  a  good  opinion  of  his  powers, 
suggested  that  he  might  be  induced— -for  a  consideration — to 
write  the  editorials  for  us  if  we  wished  it!  !  ! 

We  told  him  a  little  anecdote,  by  way  of  reply,  as  was  the 
custom  of  ths  "late  lamented"  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  follows  ; 

' 'Once  upon  a  time,  the  choir  of  a  certain  village  church  was 
practicing  over  night  for  services  Sunday;  a  lean  specimen  of  the 
genus  "tramp,"  with  a  thin,  piping  voice,  poked  his  head  in  at 
the  window,  and,  in  a  shrill  key  asked:  "Do  you  want  to  hire 
anybody  to  sing  bass  at  this  church?"  The  basso,  with  a  voice 
like  distant  thunder,  rolled  his  eyes  up  at  him,  and  in  a  tone 
that  shook  the  rafters,  said:  "Go-to-hell-Dod-dang-you-I-sing- 
bass-myself!  !  !" 

That 's  all  we  said. 


It  is  understood  that  the  Governor  will  not  recommend  any- 
one for  Superintendent  of  the  (Austin)  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 
but  will  leave  the  election  of  a  successor  to  Dr.  Dorsett,  to  the 
Board  of  Managers,  which  course,  we  believe,  is  in  conformity 
to  the  law.  It  is  generally  believed  the  Board  will  not  reap- 
point or  elect  Dr.  Dorsett. 


Important  (?)  if  True. — It  is  reported  that  the  defunct 
"Southern  Journal  of  Homeopathy  "  whose  obituary  appears 
elsewhere,  has  been  purchased  by  a  "Doctor  Clifford"  of  San 
Antonio,  and  that  it  will  be  issued  in  that  city  by  the  well  known 
printer,  Johnson  Bros.  We  never  before  heard  of  Dr.  Clifford, 
but  he  must  be  a  man  of  wondrous  courage  to  undertake  to  do 
what  Fisher  failed  in,  and  confessed  that  the  1  'profession' '  would 
not  support  a  journal  in  its  interest,  for  Fisher  is  a  rustler from 
away  back  yonder,  who  is  "sharp"  enough  to  make  a  fortune 
swapping  knives, — but  failed  as  a  journalist  in  a  bad  cause, — 
hence  the  undertaking  looks  like  a  forlorn  hope. 
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Dr.  H.  D.  Bruns  has  been  appointed  Pathologist  to  the 
Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  vice  Dr.  H.  D.  Schmidt,  de- 
ceased. 

An  Important  Decision  as  Affecting  Texas  Physi- 
cians.— Our  readers  will  recall  the  case  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Fears,  of 
Nacogdoches  county,  who  was  summoned  as  an  expert  in  a  case, 
and  made  two  post  mortem  examinations;  for  this  service  he  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  $20.  The  county  court  awarded  him  $5  in  each 
case,  and  he  appealed.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  official 
report  of  the  case  how  Texas  courts  look  upon  professional 
services  of  skilled  surgeons.  It  is  a  burning  shame;  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  redress,  even  the  higher  courts  taking  the  narrow 
view  that  a  physician  should  be  paid  only  laborers  wages: 

J.  B.  Fears,  vs.  Nacogdoches  county — appeal  from  Nacog- 
doches. 

Appellant,  a  practicing  physician,  was  summoned  to  attend 
upon  two  inquests  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  post  mortem  ex- 
amination. Being  threatened  by  justice  with  an  attachment,  he 
appeared,  made  the  examination,  and  subsequently  presented  an 
account  to  the  commissioners'  court  for  $20  in  each  case.  The 
court  allowed  $5  in  each  case,  and  rejected  the  balance  of  the 
account.  He  sued  in  the  justice  court,  and  on  appeal  to  the 
district  court  he  had  judgment  for  $10.  The  county  acquiesed 
in  the  judgment  and  he  appeals.  Held  that  the  county  cannot 
be  held  liable  for  such  services.  A  coroner's  inquest  is  a  pn> 
ceeding  by  and  on  behalf  of  the  State.  The  justice  and  ex- 
officio  coroner  who  conducts  it,  though  sometimes  called  a  pre- 
cinct or  county  officer,  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  an  officer  of 
the  State,  and  in  exercising  his  functions  acts  for  the  State,  and 
not  for  the  county.  The  legislature  has  not  made  this  a  charge 
upon  the  county  further  than  set  out  in  article  1077,  et  se<l->  C. 
C.  P. 

Whether  or  not  a  physician  can  be  compelled  to  perform  such 
services,  is  not  decided,  as  that  question  is  not  presented.  Af- 
firmed.   Opinion  by  Gaines,  J. 

[This  opinion  seems  to  conflict  with  a  recent  decision  by  the 
court  of  appeals. — Rep.] 
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The  Charles  H.  Phillips  Chemical  company,  of  New  York, 
have  on  the  market  a  number  of  pharmaceutical  preparations 
which  are  sold  only  through  the  medical  profession.  Their  prep- 
arations are  standard,  and  in  almost  universal  use.  See  their 
new  advertisement. 

The  Cotton  Oil  Product  company,  of  New  York,  (see  advertise- 
ment), ordered  100  copies  of  our  Dec.  issue,  containing  the  arti- 
cle on  the  hog. 

Every  mail  brings  us  letters  enclosing  remittances  and 
overflowing  with  kind  words;  the  following  specimen  will 
.give  an  idea  ot  the  estimation  in  which  the  Texas  physicians 
held  the  Journal,  which  is  so  exclusively  devoted  to  their  inter- 
est.   We  tender  our  grateful  acknowledgements. — Eds.] 

"Your  Journal  suits  me;  it  is  progressive,  practical  and  in- 
spiring." J.  T.  H. 

"The  most  enjoyable  journal  I  get."  R.  W.  P. 

"I  find  it  good  company  in  my  leisure  hours."       J.  D.  B. 

"I  think  the  Journal  a  perfect  jewel.  Please  return  receipts, 
and  believe  me  your  friend,  J.  E.  T. 

"Enclosed  find  $2  for  the  Journal,  I  have  discontinued  all 
others'"  J.  H.  B. 

Mellin's  Food  is  a  soluble  preparation,  containing  proper  pro- 
portions of  those  nitrogenous  and  phosphatic  matters  which  are 
essential  for  the  healthy  growth  of  a  child,  but  are  not  easily  ob- 
tained in  prepared  foods  as  usually  sold.  It  is  not  only  readily 
digested  itself,  but  it  actually  assists  to  digest  milk  or  other 
foods  with  which  it  is  mixed.  I  have  made  a  careful  experi- 
ment on  its  actual  feeding  qualities,  and  am  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  the  results. 

G.  W.  Wigner,  F.  I.  C,  F.  C.  S. 
President  of  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  L,ondon,  Eng. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  new  advertisement  of  Mr. 
Charles  H.  Weinhagen,  of  New  York.  His  specialties  are 
very  popular,  and  highly  valued  by  physicians  for  their  ex- 
cellent manufacture. 


LACTOPEPTINE. 

The  most  important  Remedial  Agent  ever  Presented  to  the  Profession,  for 
DYSPEPSIA,  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY, 
CHOLERA  INFANTUM, 

CONSTIPATION,  and  all  diseases  arising  from  imperfect  nutrition. 

LACTOPEPTINE  IN  CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 

We  desire  to  call  special  aicention  to  the  great  va^e  of  Lactopep.ine  in  Cholera  Infantum* 
and  other  intestinal  troubles  incident  to  the  beated  term. 

Send  address  for  our  Medical  Almanac,  containing  valuable  information. 

THE  NEW  YOEK  PEAEMACAL  ASSOCIATION, 
P.  0.  Boz  1574.  New  York. 
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WE  ark  pleased  to  welcome  to  Austin  Dr.  W.  H.  Way,  late 
House  Surgeon  of  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  New 
York.  Dr.  Way  has  located  in  Austin  for  the  practice  of  his 
specialty,  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear,  and  brings  the  highest 
testimonials  from  leading  medical  men  of  New  York  and 
Georgia,  his  old  home.  He  has  had  a  fine  experience,  and  has  an 
established  reputation  as  a  skillful  oculist. 


Hie  Jacet. — The  Southern  Journal  of  Homeopathy,  died  of 
inanition,  ostensibly,  but  most  likely,  it  crowed  itself  to  death 
like  Robinson's  rooster.  With  its  last  gasp  the  plucky  little 
bantam  complained  that  there  was  1  'not  sufficient  material  in 
Texas  to  support  a  journal,"  and  after  a  feeble  attempt. to  appear 
cheerful  and  resigned,  it  gave  up  its  little  ghost,  folded  its  little 
wings  and  departed  this  life.  Seriously  and  with  all  due  re- 
spect, its  editor  and  manager  is  a  man  of  pluck,  energy,  enter- 
prise, and  of  some  intelligence,  and  had  these  qualites  been 
brought  to  bear  in  a  more  worthy  cause,  he  would  doubtless 
have  achieved  success, — but — homeopathy  !  Bah  !  nonsense, 
moonshine.  Fisher  plied  it  for  all  it  was  worth,  and  with  the 
above  result.  California  is  to  be  blessed  with  this  important 
individual's  presence  we  believe,  henceforth. 

ACROSTIC. 

EULOGISTIC  TRIBUTE  IN  MEMORY  OF 

CORNELIUS    KALLOCK    GREGG,   M.  D., 
Who  died  by  accident,  while  testing  on  his  own  person,  for 
the  benefit  of  suffering  humanity,  the  effects 
of  a  pain  annihilating  drug. 
Entered  into  rest,  at  McKinney,  Texas,  October  13,  1888, 
aged  30  years.    One  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  the  medical 
profession;  an  honorable  and  Christian  gentleman. 

 He  was  a  beloved  physician,  a  noble  martyr  brave; 

Christ-like,  in  love  for  man  he  died — in  love  he  died  to  save. 
Our  dear  old  bishop's  youngest  son,  C.  Kallock  Gregg,  M.  D. — 
4<  Requiem  ceternum  dona  iis,  Domine." 


316 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


No  racking  pain  which  drug  could  reach,  yet  vanquished  him  in 
fight; 

E'er  pain  was  felt,  to  keep  it  off,  he  put  forth  all  his  might; 
Lived  he  to  find  out  cures  for  pain,  with  art  of  the  profession; 
In  every  seat  where  pain  was  found,  he  made  it  yield  possesion. 

Until,  one  day,  abnormal  pain  attacked  a  patient's  breast, — 
Suffering,  strange,  defied  known  cures — repelled  old  remedies 
test. 

Keen  science  gave  no  formula  to  break  this  new  pain's  rod, 
All  human  skill  was  powerless;  the  doctor  sought  his  God. 

Love  prompted  him — he  knelt,  and  prayed  in  agonizing  cry, 
"Lord  help  me  find  a  remedy;  let  not  my  patient  die! 
Oh  ease  him  dearest  Lord  and  God;  show  me  how  I  may  find 
Cure  for  this  moveless,  death-like  pain!    O  Lord,  illume  my 
mind!" 

Knelt — till  God  gave  to  him  new  light,  and  this  test  of  his 
love  to  man: 

"Go,  prove,  at  the  risk  of  thine  own  dear  life,  this  one  and  only 
plan: 

Risk  thine  own  life, — for  with  untried  drugs  thou  mayst  not  risk 
thy  brother's." 

Enrapt,  he  took  it,  dose  by  dose — reeled  madly — died  for  others. 

Gone!  read  some  of  his  notes  in  scraps  writ  down — "the  drugs 

just  as  I  ground  them." 
"Give  i,  2,  3," — "the  third's  too  much," — "effects  just  as  I 

found  them." 

"Memo,  my  brain  on  fire!     An  accident — I  trust  in  Christ's 
great  worth." 

"Death!    No;  'tis  but  my  mortal  body's  death — my  soul's  im- 
mortal birth." 

— By  a  Texas  Priest. 

IT  is  claimed  that  there  are  imitations  on  the  market  of 
the  celebrated  Johan  Hoff's  Malt  Extract.  Read  Tarrant  & 
Co.'s  new  whole-page  advertisement;  they  are  sole  agents  for 
the  genuine  article.    Make  no  mistake  in  this,  it  is  important. 
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IS  PNEUMONIA  AN  ESSENTIAL  FEVER2 


By  B.  F.  Church,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 


[Read  before  the  Travis  County  Medical  Society,  January  10,  1S89,  and  voted 
for  publication  in  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

AT  the  present  time  it  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  pathologists  that  the  cause  of  pneumonia  is  to  be 
sought  in  an  infectious  agent,  which  enters  the  lungs  and.  there 
gives  rise  to  the  development  of  an  inflammatory  process.  While 
pathological  investigators  have  added  much  to  strenghen  this 
theory  they  have  not  at  all  times  obtained  the  desired  support  of 
facts.  Many  seem  so  desirous  of  proving  that  pneumonia  is  an 
essential  or  infectious  disease,  makes  it  exceedingly  probable  that 
they  may  overlook  other  etiological  factors  of  equal,  or  greater 
importance. 
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I  do  not  intend,  or  deem  it  necessary,  to  even  briefly  review  the 
history  of  the  discovery  of  all  the  micro-organisms  which  have 
been  supposed  to  be  the  cause  of  pneumonia,  but,  suffice  to  say 
whether  it  be  the  microbe  found  by  Klebs  in  1877,  which  he 
called  the  monas  pulmonale ,  the  capsule  cocci  of  Freidlander, 
the  spindle  shaped  encapsuled  micro-cocci  found  by  Frankel, 
or  the  spear  formed  micro-organism  described  by  Weichselbium; 
the  results  have  been  the  same,  e.  g.  ,  their  faliure  to  invarably 
produce  the  characteristic  desease  of  pneumonia  after  their  inocula- 
tion into  the  lower  animals.  This  Gordian  knot  as  to  whether  the 
injection  of  these  organisms  into  human  lungs  would  cause 
pneumonia,  may  some  time  be  untied  by  an  enthusiastic  stu- 
dent of  medicine  by  auto-inoculation. 

Freidlander's  pneumonia  coccus  has  been  most  spoken  of  in 
this  country  as  a  supposed  cause  of  pneumonia.  We  will  speak  of 
these  as  the  experiments  with  others  have  shown  no  better 
results. 

Their  special  morphological  characteristic  is  the  presence  of  a 
gelatinous  capsule  which  can  be  stained  by  certain  aniline  dyes. 
Flint  in  the  last  edition  (6th)  of  his  Practice  of  Medicine,  says: 
"These  bacteria  have  been  found  not  only  in  the  lungs  after 
death,  but  also  in  the  sputum  during  life,  and  in  the  sanguinolent 
fluid  withdrawn  by  a  hypodermic  syringe  from  the  hepatized 
lung  during  life.  Injections  of  pure  cultures  into  the  lungs  of 
mice  cause  lobular  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  and  invasion  of  the 
blood  by  the  organisms.  Pneumonia  has  been  produced  by  the 
injection  of  the  organisms  into  the  lungs  of  dogs  and  Guinea  pigs, 
but  the  effects  are  inconstant.  Rabbits  seem  refractory  to  the 
inoculation  of  the  organisms. " 

He  further  says:  "The  evidence  that  the  capsule  cocci  of 
Freidlander  are  the  infectious  agents  in  lobar  pneumonia  cannot 
be  considered  conclusive.  Among  the  objections  to  accepting 
them  as  the  cause  of  pneumonia  may  be  mentioned  their  incon- 
stancy, the  presence  of  other  bacteria  in  pneumonia,  and  the 
possibility  of  producing  similar  results  in  animals  by  the  inocu- 
lation of  different  kinds  of  bacteria.  Bacteria,  morphologically 
identical  with  the  so  called  cocci  of  pneumonia,  have  been  found 
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in  the  sputum  in  the  absence  of  pneumonia,  Further  observa- 
tions, and  experience  are  necessary  in  order  to  determiue  the  real 
significance  of  the  pneumonic  cocci." 

The  researches  of  none  of  the  investigators  have  brought  to 
light  a  proof  of  the  hypothesis  that  there  is  in  the  realm  of  bac- 
teriology a  specific  cause  for  pneumonia.  Yet,  these  scientists 
cling  to  the  idea  that  such  a  pathogenic  agent  exists. 

In  the  face  of  the  chaotic  information  as  regards  this  one  point, 
would  it  not  be  better  that  we  view  a  wider  field  and  thereby 
make  sure  that  other  factors  of  equal,  or  greater  importance  are 
not  overlooked,  which  may  be  more  within  our  power  to  control  ? 

The  statement  made  by  some  that  the  traditional  belief,  which 
has  existed  since  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  that  cold  may  cause 
pneumonia,  is  unfounded;  we  need  only  to  refer  to  statistics  to 
prove  their  mistake.  Knowing  then  that  this  disease  is  more 
prevalent  during  the  winter  months  than  the  summer,  even  ad- 
mitting some  micro-organism  to  be  its  cause,  it  is  certainly  difficult 
to  comprehend  how,  or  why  it  selects  the  inhospitable  winter  sea- 
son for  its  invasion,  and  be  unusually  energetic  or  swarm  in 
greater  numbers  in  the  atmosphere  during  one  of  our ''northers" 
in  this  state,  when  all  reason  teaches  that  these  conditions  are  un- 
favorable for  the  generation,  growth,  or  activity  of  any  germ  life, 
either  animal,  or  vegetable. 

One  of  the  most  extensive  and  comprehensive  collections  of 
statistics  bearing  upon  this  subject,  is  that  reported  by  Dr.  Henry 
Baker,  of  Lansing,  Michigan,  which  can  be  found  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,  for  the  year  1886. 
He  presents  statistics  of  over  30,000  weekly  reports  of  sickness, 
and  150,000  observations  of  atmospheric  temperatures.  His  ob- 
servations extend  over  several  years,  and  include  the  statistics  kept 
during  the  late  wrar,  representing  nearly  50,000  cases  of  pneu- 
monia, as  well  as  statistics  of  114,000  deaths  in  London  from  this 
disease. 

In  all  of  the  reports  (which  are  represented  by  disgrams)  the 
author  shows  that  the  sickness  curves  foi  pneumonia  and  bron- 
chitis, follow  very  closely  the  curve  for  temperature. 

His  tables  and  diagrams  for  cloudiness  and  relative  humidity 
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of  the  atmosphere  do  not  show  curves  closely  related  to  the  curve 
for  pneumonia.  Though  a  much  closes  relation  exists  between 
absolute  humidity  and  pneumonia  than  is  shown  for  the  relative 
humidity.* 

Next  studying  the  tables  exhibiting  the  relation  of  pneumonia 
in  Michigan  to  the  atmospheric  pressure  by  months,  (for  a  period 
of  eight  years),  does  not  show  a  very  close  relation.  The  diagram 
however,  showing  the  relation  of  pneumonia  to  the  average  daily 
range  of  atmospheric  pressure  there  is  a  close  connection,  the 
greater  the  daily  range  of  pressure  the  more  pneumonia  and  vice 
vet  sa. 

It  is  interesting  also  to  note,  from  observation  in  Michigan,  the 
curve  for  atmospheric  ozone  by  months  is  nearly  the  same  as  the 
curve  for  pneumonia. 

With  the  above  evidence  it  now  remains  to  explain  their  ac- 
tion. In  doing  so,  will 'make  special  reference  to  the  theory  ad- 
vanced by  Dr.  Baker,  of  the  accumulation  of  the  non-volatile 
chlorides  in  the  air  cells  of  the  lungs,  with  their  pathological  im- 
portance, which  he  so  beautifully  illustrates. 

First,  we  will  consider  the  effects  of  cold,  dry  air: 

According  to  Prof.  Guyot's  tables,  (of  the  Smithsonian)  a  cubic 
foot  of  air  saturated  with  vapor  of  water,  at  zero,  F:  contains  ^ 
gr. ;  at  freezing  point,  (32  degrees  F:)  2  grs. ;  at  70  degrees  8  grs., 
and  at  98  degrees  18.69  &rs- 

Air,  then  is  dry  in  proportion  to  its  coldness.  Kirk  in  his 
Physiology,  says:  "The  air  which  is  exhaled  from  the  lungs 
leaves  the  body  at  about  the  temperature  of  the  blood,  and  is  al- 
ways saturated  with  moisture." 

It  is  estimated  by  different  pysiologists  that  we  daily  exhale 
from  our  lungs  and  air  passages  from  11  to  16  ounces  of  water. 
Assuming  18  respirations  per  minute  of  20  cubic  inches  of  air 


*  By  '  'absolute  humidity"  of  air,  is  meant  the  amount  of  vapor  of  water  in 
each  cubic  foot  of  air.  While  "relative  humidity"  is  the  per  cent,  of  satura- 
tion of  the  air  with  vapor.  100  per  cent,  being  its  entire  saturation.  The 
capacity  of  air  to  contain  vapor  differs  with  each  degree  of  temperature, 
therefore,  statements  of  the  relative  humidity  convey  no  knowledge  of  the 
actual  quantity  of  vapor  in  the  air  unless  the  temperature  is  also  stated. 
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each, 'and  knowing  {its  temperature, "[(bearing  in  mind  the  usual 
relation  of  the  temperature  to  the  actual  quantity  of  water),  we 
can  approximately  calculate  the  excess  of  moisture  exhaled  over 
that  inhaled.  Dr.  Baker's  tables  show  in  Michigan  for  an  average 
of  eight"years  an  excess  of  8  ounces  daily  in  the  month  of  July, 
and  1 1  ounces  daily  in  January. 

The  fluid  which  passes  from  the  blood  vessels  into  the  air  pas- 
sages and  air  cells  is  not  pure  water,  as  is  proved  by  analysis. 

Prof.  Flint  says  that  "nasal  mucus  (the  bronchial  and  pul- 
monary are  quite  similar)  contains  5.09  to  5.69  parts  per  1000  of 
sodium  and  potassium."  The  quantity  of  chlorides  is  about  50 
per  cent,  greater  than  is  contained  in  the  blood,  and  nearly  100 
per  cent,  more  than  is  in  the  perspiration  as  it  transudes.  There 
is  reason  to  think  that,  as  the  fluid  normally  exudes  into  the  air 
passages  it  does  not  contain  this  large  amount  of  chlorides,  but, 
is  left  there  as  a  deposit,  and  other  conditions  being  equal,  stands 
in  direct  proportion  to  the  rapidity  of  the  evaporation. 

Dr.  Baker  formulates  these  facts  in  the  following  terse  manner: 
"In  passing  from  the  blood  vessels  into  the  air  cells  and  bron- 
chial tubes  the  water  takes  with  it  the  salts  of  the  blood,  per- 
haps especially  the  chloride  of  sodium;  this  salt  does  not  readily 
pass  out  from  the  lungs  with  the  vapor  of  water,  and  although 
normally,  on  account  of  endosmosis  and  action  of  the  lymphatic 
system,  no  accumulation  occurs,  yet,  under  certain  conditions, 
when  the  air  inhaled  is  unusually  cold  and  dry,  and  evaporation 
and  transudation  of  the  saline  fluid  is  consequently  excessively 
rapid,  this  salt  accumalates  in  the  air  cells  and  bronchial  tubes." 

It  has  long  been  known  that  the  chlorides  were  greatly  dimin- 
ished or  entirely  absent  from  the  urine  of  persons  sick  with  pneu- 
monia during  the  stage  of  hepatization.  This  condition  though 
is  observed  in  other  diseases. 

The  researches  of  Drs.  Reatenbacker,  Beale,  and  others,  have 
proved  that  simultaneously  with  the  disappearance  of  the  chlo- 
rides from  the  urine  in  pneumonia,  they  appear  in  greater  abun- 
dance in  the  lungs  and  sputa,  and  return  to  the  urine  as  resolution 
begins.  With  these  facts  showing  the  great  tendency  of  the 
chlorides  to  the  lungs,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  how  an  "abortive" 
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case  of  pneumonia  may  occur.  Supposing  a  minimum  amount  of 
salt  in  the  body,  and  during  an  attack  no  more  is  taken  in,  a 
time  will  come  when  the  blood  is  too  poor  in  chlorides  to  give  up 
more;  the  disease  will  be  "self  limited"  unless  the  irritating 
matter  in  the  air  cells  is  of  sufficient  quantity  to  keep  up  the  in- 
flamation.  If  this  is  true,  it  may  explain  why  pneumonia  is  so 
common  in  some  of  the  Southern  states,  especially  among  the 
negroes  where  salted  bacon  and  other  salted  meat  is  used  so  much 
for  food. 

As  brought  out  by  Dr.  Baker's  report,  common  salt  in  the 
system  seems  to  favor  two  of  the  most  important  pathological 
conditions,  which  are  found  in  pneumonia;  that  is,  hyperinosis, 
and  the  fibrinous  deposit  in  the  lungs. 

The  hyperinosis,  or  increase  of  fibrin  in  the  blood,  is  proved  by 
the  '  'buffy  coat' '  on  blood  drawn  from  persons  sick  with  pneu- 
monia. Fibrin  is  practically  oxidized  albumen.  Among  sub- 
stances which  favor  oxidation  in  the  body,  according  to  M.  Albert 
Robin,  common  salt  stands  second.    (Alcohol  being  first.) 

As  regards  the  accumulation  of  the  exudate  in  the  air  cells, 
(having  explained  how  the  salts  collected  there  by  breathing 
unusually  dry  air),  will  quote  from  Dalton's  Physiology  on  the 
law  of  osmosis.  After  speaking  of  the  endosmosis  of  pure  water 
through  the  shell  membrane  of  a  fowl's  egg,  he  says: 

"But  a  substance  like  albumen,  which  will  not  pass  out  by 
exosmosis  toward  pure  water,  may  transude  a  membrane  which 
is  in  contract  with  common  salt.  This  has  been  shown  with  the 
shell  membrane  of  a  fowl's  egg,  which,  if  immersed  in  a  watery 
solution,  containing  3  or  4  per  cent,  of  sodium  chloride,  will 
allow  the  escape  of  a  small  proportion  of  albumen.  If  a  mixed 
solution  oi  albumen  and  salt  be  placed  in  a  dialysing  apparatus,  at 
first  the  salt  alone  will  pass  outward,  leaving  the  albumen  be- 
hind, but  after  the  exterior  liquid  becomes  perceptibly  saline,  the 
albumen  also  begins  to  transude  in  an  appreciable  quantity." 

It  seems  probable  that  the  characteristic  exudate  of  pneumonia 
is  brought  about,  or  at  least,  favored  by  the  long  continued  de- 
mand upon  the  air  cells  for  water,  which  occurs  through  the  in- 
halation of  dry  air;  this    extraordinary  evaporation  of  water, 
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leaving  in  the  air  cells  an  unusual  quantity  of  the  salts  of  the 
blood  serum,  which  not  only  acts  as  an  irritant,  favoring  the  pas- 
sage of  the  white  blood  corpuscles,  but  also  favors  the  exudation  of 
the  albuminous  constitutents  of  the  blood  serum. 

Now  that  we  have  this  albuminous  fluid  in  the  air  cells,  it  is 
next  in  order  to  explain  how  it  is  changed  into  fibrin,  for  that  it 
is  a  fibrinous  deposit  all  agree.  Referring  to  the  tables  of  statis- 
tics just  quoted,  it  is  seen  that  the  curve  for  the  rise  and  fall  of 
the  atmospheric  ozone  closely  follow  the  curve  for  the  rise  and 
fall  of  pneumonia,  not  so  closely  though  (in  a  reverse  order)  as 
the  temperature  follows  pneumonia. 

As  ozone  is  a  powerful  oxidizing  agent,  as  is  also  shown  of 
sodium  chloride,  and  fibrin  is  chemically,  oxidized  albumen,  these 
conditions  are  sufficient  for  one  plausible  explanation,  at  least. 

Besides  this  effect  of  ozone  upon  the  effused  resum,  it  possibly 
acts  as  an  irritant  to  the  tubes  and  air  cells,  for  it  has  been  shown 
by  Dr.  Day,  of  England,  (Dr.  Baker's  paper)  that  dogs  caused  to 
inhale  artificially  prepared  ozone,  (if  prolonged),  would  produce 
pneumonia.  It  may  also  cause  an  excess  of  fibrin  in  the  blood 
by  its  oxidizing  properties. 

As  the  tables  show  that  sickness  does  not  follow  the  rise  and 
fall  of  atmospheric  ozone  as  closely  as  it  does  the  temperature, 
ozone  is  evidently  not  the  controlling  cause  of  pneumonia,  but  is 
doubtless  a  very  important  factor. 

So  far,  the  indirect  effects  of  cold  air  only  have  been  considered. 
Its  direct  effect  should  not  be  overlooked.  After  noticing  the 
flush  upon  one's  cheeks  when  entering  a  warm  room  from  the  cold 
outside  air,  it  is  not  diffcult  to  imagine  such  a  condition  to  take 
place  in  the  highly  organized  and  delicately  constructed  tissues 
of  the  lungs.  The  cold  air  first  acts  as  a  chemical  irritant,  para- 
lysing the  vaso-motor  nerves  of  the  arterioles,  allowing  them  to 
dilate,  constituting  congestion,  followed  by  the  pathological  law 
of  exudation,  emigration,  and  proliferation,  which  is  inflammation 
itself.  The  danger  of  the  development  of  pneumonia  after  the 
operation  of  tracheotomy  or  laryngotomy  is  well  known.  It  is 
caused  not  only  by  the  entrance  of  extraneous  matter  into  the 
lungs,  but  from  the  direct  effect  of  the  cold,  dry  air  not  having 
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been  warmed  and  moistened  by  its  passage  through  the  nose, 
pharynx  and  larynx. 

If  the  evidence  which  has  been  briefly  reviewed  in  this  paper 
be  accepted;  first,  that  the  inhalation  of  unusually  dry  air  has 
the  effect  to  increase  the  transudation  of  fluid  into  the  air  cells 
and  bronchial  tubes,  to  maintain  their  moist  condition;  and 
second,  by  the  rapid  evaporation  of  this  fluid  an  unusual  quantity 
of  salts  (especially  chloride  of  sodium)  is  deposited  there;  and 
third,  by  the  law  of  osmosis,  this  accumulation  of  salts,  together 
with  the  rapid  evaporation  of  the  water,  favors  the  exudation  of 
the  albuminous  constituents  of  the  blood  serum,  also  by  its  local 
irritating  effect  promotes  the  emigration  of  leucocytes  into  the  air 
cells;  and  fourth,  that  the  oxidizing  power  of  these  salts  take  a 
part  in  the  transformation  of  this  albuminous  substance  into 
fibrin,  then  there  is  no  logical  reason  for  doubting  that  warm, 
dry  air  may  cause  pneumonia. 

It  would  naturally  appear  from  this  reasoning  of  the  important 
place  occupied  by  common  salt  in  the  causation  of  the  bronchitis 
or  pneumonia,  that  we  should  greatly  lessen  its  consumption. 
This  is  not  desirable;  a  "happy  medium"  should  be  sought. 

All  physiologists  agree  that  a  deficiency  of  sodium  chloride  in 
the  food  has  an  unfavorable  influence  on  the  general  process  of 
nutrition.  Furthermore,  normally,  "this  salt  constitutes  nearly 
40  per  cent,  of  the  inorganic  substances  of  the  blood  plasma,  and 
protects  the  red  corpuscles  of  the  blood  from  solution." — (Dalton 
and  Flint.) 

The  statistics  referred  to  do  not  state  the  kind  of  pneumonia, 
whether  croupous,  or  catarrhal.  It  is  logical  to  suppose  the  causes 
enumerated  to  act  in  both  forms. 

The  same  agents  may  cause  pharyngitis,  laryngitis,  or  bron- 
chitis, depending  upon  the  locality  of  the  air  passages  which  sup- 
plied the  extra  moisture  exhaled,  and  the  abnormal  heat  and 
exudation  which  occurs  after  the  affection  of  these  parts  may  act 
as  a  preventive  to  pneumonia  by  rendering  the  air  more  suita- 
ble for  its  reception  into  the  bronchioles  and  air  cells,  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  catarrhal  or  lobular  pneumonia  is  a  secondary  af- 
fection, the  inflaniation,  when  situated  in  the  small  bronchi,  may 
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extend  by  continuity  to  the  adjacent  air  cells  producing  this  type 
of  the  disease. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  the  science  of  bacteriology  now 
stands  above  controversy,  and  that  certain  micro-organisms  is  the 
specific^cause  of  many  ills  no  one  can  refute,  but,  from  the  evi- 
dence before  us  it  is  highly  probable,  that,  if  any  microbe  has  an 
influence  in  the  causation  of  pneumonia  it  supplements  and  does 
not  supplant  other  causes.  The  micro-organisms  found  in  the 
lungs  during  hepitazation  may  be  salutary,  for  they  cannot  be 
differentiated  from  those  found  in  the  mouths  of  healthy  persons. 

Pasteur  has  shown,  that,  of  seventeen  varieties  of  organisms 
found  in  the  bucal  secretion  of  persons  in  health,  ten  of  this 
number  when  added  to  fibrin  dissolved  it  completely.  As 
the  exudation  of  lobar  or  croupous  pneumonia  is  not  gotten  rid 
of  by  expectoration,  is  not  this  fact  not  quite  significant  ? 

104  West  Seventh  Street. 


TREATMENT  OF  PNEUMONIA. 


By  T.  J.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 


[Read  before  the  Travis  County  Medical  Society.] 

AT  THE  last  meeting  of  this  Society,  Dr.  B.  F.  Church 
read  a  paper  entitled,  "Is  pneumonia  an  essential  fever?" 
He  discussed  the  history,  pathology  and  etiology  of  the  disease, 
particularly  the  latter,  as  based  upon  the  germ  theory,  and  the 
dry  air  and  chloride  of  sodium  theory  recently  advanced  by  Dr. 
Baker,  of  Michigan. 

The  paper  was  interesting  and  instructive,  and  with  the  dis- 
cussion which  followed  the  subject  was  brought  well  up  to  treat- 
ment, which  latter  was  assigned  to  me  for  presentation  this 
evening. 

As  other  scientific  therapeusis  is  based  upon  our  knowledge 
of  pathology,  you  will  pardon  me  for  referring  briefly  to  this 
condition,  as  well  as  to  the  types  of  the  disease  under  considera- 
tion. 
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Pneumonia  is  simply  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs — that  is,  of 
the  air  cells  and  the  alveoli.  The  types  are  the  catarrhal, 
croupous,  and  i?iterstitial. 

Dr.  Ferrand  defines  the  word  "catarrh"  to  mean  4 'an  ele- 
mentary lesion  of  a  secreting  surface — a  hyperaemia/'  The 
catarrhal  form  of  pneumonia  is  characterized  by  an  inflammation 
which  invades  first  the  bronchi,  and  then  extends  to  the  air 
cells.  The  exudation  consists  of  epithelial  cells  and  serum.  It 
is  not  generally  agreed  that  the  inflammation  in  this  form  of 
pneumonia  ever  extends  to  the  alveoli,  nor  that  the  exudation 
ever  contains  fibrin. 

The  inflammation  in  lobar,  or  croupous  pneumonia,  originates 
in  the  alveoli  and  air  cells.  The  exudation  is  composed  of 
epithelial  cells,  serum  and  fibrin,  the  latter  being  claimed  as  the 
chief  differential  feature  in  this  form  of  pneumonia.  The  bronchi 
are  effected  only  secondarily. 

Blood  corpuscles  are  present  in  the  exudation  of  both  forms  of 
the  disease. 

With  reference  to  the  inflammation  not  involving  the  alveoli 
in  one  form  of  pneumonia  and  doing  so  in  others,  it  seems  improb- 
able, since  the  air  cells  and  alveoli  are  so  closely  related  anatom- 
ically. It  also  seems  improbable  that  an  inflammation  of  the 
same  degree  in  the  same  structure  should  produce  an  exudation 
of  fibrin  in  one  case  and  not  in  another. 

The  consolidation  which  is  observed  in  both  forms  of  the  dis- 
ease is  due  to  the  same  cause,  viz:  to  the  exclusion  of  air  which 
is  displaced  by  the  infiltration  with  newly  formed  cellular  ele- 
ments, the  exudation. 

The  interstitial  form  of  pneumonia  consists  in  a  hyperplasia  of 
connective  tissue,  and  may  follow  either  the  catarrhal  or  croup- 
ous form,  or  may  develope  gradually  in  company  with  tubercu- 
losis. 

The  causes  of  pneumonia  are  not  positively  known.  Sudden 
changes  in  the  temperature  of  the  air,  exposure  to  inclement 
weather  and  over  work  constitute  the  chief  causes  as  ordinarily 
observed. 

I  need  not  further  notice  this  part  of  the  subject,  nor  the  ques- 
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tion  as  to  whether  any  form  of  pneumonia  is  an  essential  fever. 
Dr.  Church's  paper  fully  brought  out  the  arguments  on  these 
points.  I  will  say,  however,  that  I  believe  pneumonia,  under  all 
circumstances,  to  be  a  local  inflammation,  a  symptomatic  disease, 
and  capable  of  being  aborted  in  the  first  stage,  or  stage  of  en- 
gorgement. This  is  accomplished  by  the  judicious  use  of 
quinine  and  Dovers  powders,  or  morphine  and  veratrum  viride 
hypodermically,  assisted  by  a  hot  foot  bath  and  a  sinapism  over 
the  seat  of  the  pain.  Abortive  measures,  however,  must  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  case  before  the  ephithelium  of  the  air 
cells  has  been  destroyed  by  the  processes  of  inflammation,  other- 
wise the  effort  at  disengorgement  would  fail,  since  the  damage 
has  already  been  done.  Once  the  denudation  of  epithelium  and 
other  destructive  changes  of  inflammation  completed,  the  disease 
assumes  the  course  apparently  of  a  specific  ailment,  and  the 
treatment  must  necessarily  be  symptomatic. 

The  disease  abates  only  when  there  has  been  time  for  repairs 
through  the  agency  of  nature  and  the  art  of  man. 

Then  in  the  early  stage  of  pneumonia,  before  destructive 
changes  have  taken  place,  I  am  an  advocate  of  active  medication, 
and  I  feel  certain  that  I  have  been  rewarded  with  splendid  re- 
sults. For  instance,  being  called  to  a  case  which  is  merging  from 
a  chill  (for  a  chill  is  common  in  the  beginning),  with  high  fever, 
pain  in  side,  rapid  breathing,  lips  cyanotic,  pulse  full  and  quick, 
and  the  other  physical  signs  of  acute  pneumonia,  I  would  at 
once  direct  ten  or  fifteen  grains  of  Dovers  powders,  or  give  a 
hypodermic  of  morphine,  one-fourth  grain,  and  ten  grains  of 
quinine.  Better  than  the  quinine,  I  think,  for  controlling  the 
circulation,  is  fluid  extract  of  veratrum  viride  in  eight  or  ten 
drop  doses,  repeated  every  three-quarters  of  an  hour  or  hour 
until  the  pulse  is  softened  and  made  to  number  about  seventy  to 
the  minute.  In  addition  to  this,  as  I  have  already  stated,  I 
wouid  direct  a  hot  foot  bath,  and  a  mustard  to  be  placed  over 
the  seat  of  pain.  In  such  a  case,  the  whole  tissue  of  the  lung  is 
increased  in  volume,  and  is  infiltrated  with  a  serous  fluid,  while 
there  is  more  or  less  transudation  of  blood  through  the  distended 
vessels,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  brick-dust  sputa. 
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There  are  good  reasons  for  giving  veratrum  in  acute  pneumonia 
as  also  there  is  good  authority  for  so  doing. 

Dr.  Strand,  during  last  year,  has  had  occasion  to  praise  this 
drug  in  the  treatment  of  the  early  stage  of  pneumonia.  He  con- 
cludes from  abundant  observations  at  the  bedside  that  holding  the 
pulse  between  65  and  70  veratrum  not  only  saves  a  further  inva- 
sion of  pulmonary  area,  but  it  cuts  short  the  engorgement  and 
inflammatory  process.  He  claims  that  it  prevents  a  failure  of  the 
heart  since  70  pulsations  to  the  minute  will  not  exhaust  its  power. 
This  effect  of  the  drug  maintained  hinders  purulent  inflammation, 
since  this  is  the  result  of  over  action  of  the  heart  pumping  more 
blood  to  the  lung  than  the  veins  can  return. 

I  am  satisfied  the  chief  value  of  veratrum  "is  confined  to  the 
influence  it  has  in  diminishing  the  blood-supply  to  the  congested 
organ. ' '  After  fibrinous  exudation  and  hepatization  have  taken 
place,  which  is  always  after  the  destruction  of  epithelium,  vera- 
trum is  of  little  or  no  service;  in  fact  it  may  do  great  harm  by 
depressing  the  patient. 

Upon  this  same  principle  Petresco,  an  eminent  French  authority, 
in  a  late  medical  journal,  reports  wonderful  success  in  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  pneumonia  with  the  infusion  of  digitalis.  The  in- 
fusion is  prepared  with  one  drachm  of  digitalis  leaves  to  50  drachms 
of  water  and  ten  drachms,  of  simple  syrup.  He  gives  one  drachm 
every  half  hour,  and  says  the  disease  is  generally  checked  in 
three  days.  The  fever  and  all  the  physical  phenomena,  local  as 
well  as  general,  disappear  rapidly.  In  spite  of  the  large  dose 
Petresco  has  not  seen  poisonous  effects,  tolerance  having  been 
incontestably  proved  by  577  observations.  By  this  treatment  it 
is  claimed  the  mortality  of  pneumonia  has  been  reduced  to  1.22 
per  cent. 

A  number  of  journal  articles  have  recently  appeared  advocating 
and  attempting  to  revise  venesection  in  the  treatment  of  pneu- 
monia. I  have  had  no  experience  with  this  method.  I  have 
always  thought  the  patient  needed  all  the  blood  he  had  to  enable 
him  to  withstand  this  formidable  disease,  and  that  it  would  be 
better  practice  to  control  the  circulating  "fluid  rather  than  with- 
draw it. 
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It  must  be  borne  in  mind  always  that  the  tendency  to  death  is 
by  heart  failure. 

The  treatment  of  pneumonia,  after  it  has  passed  beyond  the 
stage  of  hopeful  abortion,  is  largely  symptomatic. 

There  are  no  specifics.  Each  case  must  suggest  the  remedies 
best  suited  to  it.  Supportive  agents,  not  depressants,  should  be 
held  uppermost  throughout  the  management  of  all  cases.  If  the 
temperature  should  rise  above  103. °5  a  dose  or  two  of  antipyrin 
should  be  administered  and  the  fever  reduced. 

Dovers'  powders  or  morphine  should  be  given  to  control  pain, 
and  chloral  sulfonal  to  produce  sleep.  A  light  flax  poultice  on 
the  chest  effects  favorably  the  temperature,  and  is  soothing  to  the 
patient. 

Carbonate  of  ammonia  is  a  remedy  that  is  indicated  in  nearly 
all  cases.  It  is  a  diffusible  stimulant  and  most  all  authorities 
claim  for  it  the  property  of  hindering  the  fibrination  of  the  blood 
which  is  the  great  tendency  in  pneumonia.  It  liquifies  the  exud- 
ation and  promotes  expectoration.  The  disagreeable  taste  is 
admirably  covered  up  by  the  elixir  of  licorice. 

Whisky  or  brandy  is  indicated  when  a  stimulant  is  needed. 
Nothing  will  take  its  place  when  the  vital  powers  are  flagging. 
One  tablespoonful  of  whisky  every  two  or  three  hours  for  an  adult 
will  usually  keep  up  a  wholesome  stimulation.  I  prefer  small 
doses  frequently  repeated  to  larger  ones  given  at  longer  intervals, 
because  the  effect  of  the  latter  is  depressing  rather  than  stimulat- 
ing. 

Equal  parts  of  camphor  water  and  liquor  ammoniae  acetatis  in 
tablespoonful  doses  often  answers  a  good  purpose  as  respiratory 
stimulant.  Many  other  valuable  preparation  could  be  mentioned 
such  as  the  iodide  of  ammonia  and  tartar  emetic  in  the  early 
stage. 

The  iodide  of  ammonia  combined  with  terpina  hydrate  is  an 
excellent  prescription  where  resolution  is  slow,  or  in  the  interstitial 
form  it  is  one  of  the  best  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 

Many  cases  of  pneumonia  pass  through  the  whole  course  of  the 
attack  with  but  little  demand  for  any  kind  of  medication.  Con- 
servatism is  wise  in  such  cases. 
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The  complications,  which  arise  during  an  attack  of  course,  are 
to  be  met  symptomatically. 

Good  nournishment  is  an  important  part  of  the  treatment.  The 
digestion  should  be  protected  by  not  over  feeding.  The  bowels 
should  be  kept  open.  In  short  the  patient  should  be  treated  as 
well  as  the  disease. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Turner,  in  referring  to  the  pathology  of  pneumouia, 
said  he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  a  specific  infectious  disease,  but 
purely  a  local  affection,  and  should  be  treated  as  such.  Thought 
many  cases  could  be  aborted  in  the  early  stages  by  antiphlogistic 
measures,  and,  that  the  same  indications  for  the  use  of  opium 
prevailed  in  this  disease  as  in  peritonitis.  That  the  extra  work 
placed  upon  the  heart  to  overcome  the  resistance  in  the  pulmonic 
circulation  during  hepatization  of  a  part  of  the  lung  area,  was  a 
cause  of  cardiac  paralysis. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  said  no  set  rules  could  be  laid  down  for  the 
treatment  of  pneumonia.  In  the  croupous  form  of  the  disease  in  a 
sthenic  adult,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  bleed.  He  related  the 
history  of  several  cases  that  occurred  in  a  malarious  district  which 
he  aborted  by  first  giving  an  emetic,  and  then  aconite  in  small 
doses,  frequently  repeated,  till  the  temperature  was  reduced, 
which  was  generally  accompanied  by  diaphoresis.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  quinine  in  moderate  doses  for  several  days.  He  rec- 
commends  and  uses  aconite  for  the  conditions  in  pneumonia  in 
which  opium  is  generally  considered  to  be  indicated,  and  fre- 
quently derives  all  the  benefit  from  the  latter,  minus  its  objec- 
tionable effects. 

Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin  maintains  the  belief  that  croupous  pneu- 
monia is  an  essential  fever,  but  does  not  hold  this  view  of  the 
lobular  or  catarrhal  iorm.  In  mild  cases  of  croupous  pneumonia 
he  thinks  little  treatment  is  required.  The  main  conditions  for 
treatment  in  any  case  is  to  control  pain,  and  maintain  the  powers 
of  the  patient.  Stimulate  freely;  not  in  favor  of  veratrum  viride 
as  he  thinks  it  favors  heart  failure;  prefers  digitalis.  The  specific 
cause  of  the  disease  is  the  controlling  factor  in  the  causation  of 
cardie  paralysis.    Would  bleed  in  favorable  cases.       B.  F.  C. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


331 


Correspondence. 


LETTER  FROM  DR.  R.  P.  TALLEY,  OF  HELTON,  REFERRING  TO 
REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF  AUSTIN  DISTRICT 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


"Dr.  Talley's  paper  was  read  at  the  night  session,  but  was  not 
received  and  therefore  not  discussed.  It  was  an  attempted  argu- 
ment against  medical  legislation,  but  was  in  fact,  no  argument. 
It  consisted  mainly  of  personalities,  ridicule  and  abuse  of  all  for- 
mer attempts  at  legislation  by  the  organized  profession." 

Editor  Daniel 's  Texas  Medical  Journal : 

Dear  Sir  : — The  above,  which  is  from  the  report  of  the  fifth 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  publish- 
ed in  the  January,  1889,  number  of  this  Medical  Journal  over 
the  signature  of  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett,  Secretary,  does  me  and  my 
article,  I  think,  a  very  grave  and  serious  injustice.  Had  the 
article  itself  been  published  in  the  same  issue  of  the  Medical 
Journal,  it  would  have  been  its  own  full  and  complete  refutation 
of  the  above  charges.  But,  as  it  was  not,  I  deem  it  but  just  to 
myself  and  my  professional  brethren,  who  may  not  have  seen  my 
article,  to  correct  the  false  impression  about  it  that  would  be  made 
by  Dr.  Bennett's  report. 

Since  the  publication  of  this  report  I  have  carefully  re-read  my 
article  and  |I  do  no£  find  any  of  the  charges  made  in  this  report 
sustained  by  it.  I  did  not  make,  or  attempt  to  make,  any  argu- 
ment against  "medical  legislation."  I  did  say  substantially  that 
all  attempts  in  the  past,  in  this  state,  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
medicine,  had  proven  failures.  The  reasons  for  these  failures,  I 
asserted,  were  two  fold;  first,  the  doctors  themselves  had  never 
fully  agreed  upon  a  law  for  this  purpose,  and,  second,  that  the 
people  had  not  yet  been  educated  up  to  supporting  such  a  law. 
In  this  my  position  was  but  little,  if  any  different  from  that  taken 
by  Dr.  Wooten  in  his  annual  address  before  the  society  last  Sept- 
ember. (See  Daniel  s  Texas  Medical  Journal,  October,  1888,  page 
154).  And  his  views  seem  to  have  met  with  the  approbation 
of  the  society  and  of  the  Journal. 
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I  also  advocated  the  established  of  a  State  Board  of  Health.  I 
gave  my  reasons  for  this  and  in  addition  thereto  said  that  this,  if 
adopted,  could  be  made  the  stepping  stone  to  other  medical  legis- 
lation. In  connection  with  argument  in  favor  of  a  State  Board 
of  Health,  I  said  that  I  thought  all  classes  of  physicians  could 
agree  upon  it,  and  that  it  would  be  a  good  means  of  educating 
the  people. 

I  did  not  "abuse  all,"  or  any  "former  attempts  at  legislation 
by  the  organized  profession. ' '  I  did  criticise  some  of  the  laws 
passed  by  the  legislature  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine, 
and  I  said  those  laws  had  proven  failures.  That  this  is  true,  is 
too  patent  to  every  physician  to  need  substantiation.  I  also 
criticised  some  of  the  methods  to  secure  medical  legislation, 
which  had  been  advocated  by  the  editor  of  this  journal,  and 
some  other  physicians  in  the  State,  in  their  individual  capacities. 
These  methods  had  been  advocated  either  by  articles  published 
in  the  medical  journals,  or  by  addresses  delivered  before  some  of 
the  medical  societies.  They  had  become  public  property,  and 
were  the  legitimate  subjects  of  criticism.  I  did  not  say  a  word 
about  any  "attempts  at  legislation"  that  had  ever  been  made  by 
the  "organized  profession." 

Upon  a  very  careful  examination  of  my  article,  I  find  the  name 
of  but  one  physician  living  in  the  State  mentioned  in  it.  That 
one  was  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  the  editor  of  this  journal.  I  appeal  to 
him  if  there  is  anything  personal  about  him  or  any  other  physi- 
cian, in  the  article.  Personal,  means  "relating  to,  or  affecting  a 
person."  Now,  I  submit  in  all  candor  and  fairness,  that  in  the 
entire  article  I  did  not  use,  directly  or  by  innuendo,  a  wrord  or 
sentence  that,  by  any  fair,  legitimate  construction  of  language, 
could  be  construed  into  a  reflection  upon  the  personal  or  profes- 
sional character  of  any  physician  in  the  State. 

I  am  more  than  willing  that  my  article  shall  stand  or  fall  upon 
its  own  merits,  but  I  insist  that  it  should  not  be  judged  by  any 
misrepresentation  of  it,  whether  made  intentionally  or  not.  And, 
in  this  connection,  I  will  say  that  I  do  not  charge  that  Dr- 
Bennett  has  intentionally  or  wilfully  misrepresented  me,  but  the 
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injustice  to  me  would  be  just  as  great  as  if  he  had,  if  it  were 
allowed  to  go  without  correction. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  P.  Talley. 


Referring  to  the  above  letter,  in  justice  to  the  writer  and  to 
ourselves,  we  will  say  that  in  publishing  Dr.  Bennett's  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society  as  written, 
we  had  no  thought  or  intent  of  doing  Dr.  Talley  either  injury  or 
injustice;  and  while  we  do  not  disclaim  responsibility  for  any 
article  prepared  by  Dr.  Bennett,  who  is  kind  enough  to  aid  us 
materially  in  the  labor  of  publishing  the  Journal,  and  who  has 
become  identified  with  us  in  the  capacity  of  collaborator, — we 
naturally  supposed  that  readers  would  see  that  the  report  of  the 
meeting  and  the  language  used  expressed  the  views  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  not  of  the  Journal. 

We  do  not  endorse  Dr.  Talley 's  paper.  As  it  was  understood 
and  announced  that  the  subject  of  Medical  Legislation  would  be 
discussed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society 
referred  to,  the  discussion  to  open  upon  a  paper  by  Dr.  Talley, 
which  paper,  it  was  understood,  would  be  an  argument  against 
medical  legislation,  and  so  announced  in  the  Journal  and  by 
circular,  we  hold,  and  so  expressed  ourselves  to  Dr.  Talley,  that 
his  paper  was  not  a  fair  and  full  presentation  of  the  subject  of 
medical  legislation  from  the  standpoint  of  opposition.  Hence 
the  members  of  the  Society  who  were  present  at  the  meeting  (we 
were  absent  by  reason  of  serious  illness,)  claim,  and  we  believe  it 
is  what  Dr.  Bennett  meant  in  his  report,  that  the  subject  not 
having  been  prese?itedy  no  discussion  followed.  Dr.  Talley  feels 
that  the  Society  treated  him  badly.  If  they  did,  we  regret  it,  but 
are  in  no  way  responsible  for  it.  We  did  not  intend  to  hurt  him, 
for  we  have  for  him  the  kindest  feelings,  and  had  he  contributed 
his  paper  to  the  Journal  instead  of  to  the  Galveston  News,  we 
would  willingly  have  published  it,  for  it  is  a  very  readable  paper. 
It  is  an  argument  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Health ; 
which  we  take  to  be  a  very  different  thing  from  an  argument  vs. 
the  regulation  of  the  practice  of  medicine  by  statutory  enact- 
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ment,  as  is  done  in  twenty-six  States,  in  accordance  with  a  de- 
cision of  the  courts  that  they  have  that  right,  in  the  interest  of 
the  public  health. 

As  to  personalities,  we  have  not  complained  of  anything  of- 
fensive in  that  way  in  the  Doctor's  paper.  Our  name  was  used 
rather  freely  in  connection  with  past  efforts  to  secure  medical 
legislation,  bnt  not  in  a  way  to  be  at  all  objectionable. 

We  publish  the  Doctor's  letter  as  an  act  of  justice  to  him,  and 
trust  that  he  may  fully  understand  our  position  with  reference  to 
himself  and  to  his  paper. 


^Society  J^otes. 


PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  TEXAS 
STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Executive  Office,  Texas  State  Med.  Ass'n,  j 
Galveston,  Texas,  January  22nd,  1889.  j 

To  the  Members  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  : 

It  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  remind  you  that  the  next  Annual 
Session  (twenty-first)  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  will 
be  held  in  the  City  of  San  Antonio,  from  the  23rd  to  26th  of 
April,  inclusive,  1889. 

Eleven  years  ago  the  Society  assembled  in  that  goodly  city, 
and  doubtless  all  of  those  who  were  present  thereat,  retain  pleas- 
ant recollections  of  the  occasion.  I  applaud  your  selection  of  the 
place  of  meeting ;  for  San  Antonio  contains  much  to  please  and 
interest.  Beside  the  long  scroll  of  history  which  lies  behind 
her,  she  is  a  city  of  great  commerical  importance,  possessing 
flourishing  schools,  handsome  residences,  well  appointed  hospi- 
tals, beautiful  public  grounds,  and  a  population  distinguished  for 
refinement,  culture  and  hospitality.  These  and  matters  material 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Association  invite  your  presence. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  scientific  exercises,  action  will  be  taken 
on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution  and 
By-Laivs,  and  a  full  attendance  is  most  earnestly  requested,  to 
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the  end  that  the  important  matter  may  be  advantageously  dispos- 
ed of. 

I  have  viewed  with  deep  concern  the  apparent  waning  interest 
in  the  State  Association,  evinced  by  the  annually  decreasing 
attendance.  Can  it  be  possible  that  the  various  District  Medical 
Societies  in  the  State  are  accountable  for  this  apathy,  that  they 
are  rivals  instead  of  complements  of  the  Central  Organization  ? 
I  hope  not.  If  in  "Union  and  Harmony  there  is  Strength,"  it 
follows  that  in  segregation  and  discord  there  is  weakness.  Pre- 
serve the  integrity  of  your  local  societies,  but  let  them  be  as 
jewels  in  the  diadem  of  the  old  Association.  Let  not  small  bodies, 
with  diminished  dignity  and  restricted  usefulness,  and  full  of 
jealousies  and  rivalries,  take  the  place  of  your  State  Society  ;  but 
lay  aside  upworthy  aims  and  petty  grievances,  and  band  together 
in  a  common  struggle  against  ignorance  and  imposture,  and  for 
advancement  in  useful  knowledge — the  noblest  triumph  attaina- 
ble. 

Let  all  respectable  classes  and  interests  in  the  profession  come 
together,  and  by  personal  acquaintance,  friendly  intercourse,  and 
mutual  interchange  of  knowledge,  personal  differences  and  local 
prejudices  be  removed,  the  common  stock  of  professional  experi- 
ences increased,  and  the  fraternity  and  usefulness  of  the  profession 
promoted. 

Let  the  State  •Association  hold  all  of  the  socities  in  affiliation, 
and  their  membership  in  one  grand  harmonious  organization, 
constantly  increasing  in  numbers  and  winning  fresh  triumph  over 
disease  and  suffering. 

Let  all  members  come  and  bring  their  professional  associates  ; 
invite  the  young  doctor  just  beginning  his  career,  to  attend  the 
meeting  ;  he  will  be  introduced  and  made  to  feel  at  home  among 
his  friends.  Encourage  him  to  join  the  Society  and  begin  to 
work  in  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  interest, 
Yonrs  faithfully, 

J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D., 
Offical  President  Texas  State  Med.  Ass'n. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
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QUARANTINE  CONFERENCE. 


Circular  Letter. 


This  circular  letter  is  especially  addressed  to  the  health  author- 
ities of  the  several  States  most  directly  interested  in  the  protec- 
tion of  the  South  against  invasions  of  yellow  fever.  Copies  of  it 
will  also  be  sent  to  the  governors  of  the  several  States  referred  to, 
and  to  the  ma3^ors  of  some  of  the  more  important  cities  for  their 
information,  and  with  a  view  of  enlisting  intelligent  interest  in 
the  undertaking  herein  explained. 

Under  a  joint  resolution  of  our  general  assembly,  the  governor 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  has  issued  to  the  Governors  of  the  States 
of  Texas,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Illinois,  invitations 
to  appoint  delegates  to  a  quarantine  conference  to  held  in  the  city 
of  Montgomery,  beginning  on  Tuesday  the  5  th  of  March,  next, 
and  to  continue  for  such  number  of  days  as  the  busines  in  hand 
may  render  necessary. 

About  two  weeks  ago  Dr.  C.  P.  Wilkinson,  president  of  the 
board  of  health  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  addressed  a  circular 
letter  to  the  health  authorities  of  these  same  States,  suggesting 
a  similar  conference  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  Dr.  Wilkinson,  and  the  as- 
semblage of  the  proposed  conference  in  Montgomery  meets  with 
his  approval. 

The  object  of  the  conference  cannot  be  easily  overrated.  It  is 
to  formulate  in  a  way  that  will  command  the  confidence  of  the 
general  public  and  of  the  civil  and  sanitary  authorities  of  the 
States  concerned,  and  in  the  light  of  our  latest  experience  and 
information, the  principles  and  regulations  which  should  govern 
our  Southern  quarantines,  and  at  the  same  time  to  arrange  such 
plans  for  harmony  and  concert  of  action  as  may  seem  practicable 
and  desirable. 

It  is  earnestly  desired  that  all  of  the  States  included  in  the 
invitation  shall  be  represented  in  the  conference  by  full  dele- 
gations of  such  of  their  citizens  as  are  best  fitted  to  discuss  the 
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theoretical  and  practical  problems  involved  in  the  rational  ad- 
ministration of  quarantine  in  the  South.  The  occasion  ought  to 
be  made  a  very  memorial  one. 

The  conference  proper  will  be  composed  exclusively  of  the  duly 
accredited  delegates  of  the  States;  but  other  persons  interested  in 
quarantine  matters  will  be  heartily  welcomed  to  seats  on  the  floor, 
and  to  take  such  part  in  the  discussions  as  under  the  circum- 
stances may  seem  expedient. 

To  facilitate  the  work  of  the  conference,  experts,  believed  to  be 
specially  qualified,  will  be  requested  to  formulate  in  advance  for 
discussion,  a  series  of  propositions  covering  the  subjects  of  mari- 
time quarantine,  railroad  quarantine,  municipal  quarantine,  de- 
population of  infected  towns,  refugee  camps,  panics,  stampedes, 
disinfection,  health  certificates,  etc. 

We  desire  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  all  who  have  had 
experience  in  the  management  of  quarantines,  and  of  all  who 
have  studied  the  progress  of  epidemics  of  yellow  fever.  Sug 
gestions  through  the  mails  will  be  thankfully  received. 

All  persons  receiving  this  circular  letter  will  confer  a  favor  by 
acknowledging  its  reception,  and  notifying  us  what  themselves 
and  the  communities  they  represent  can  be  depended  on  to  con- 
tribute to  the  success  of  the  conference. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Jerome  Cochran,  M.  D. 

State  Health  Officer. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  ioth,  1889. 


AUSTIN   DISTRICT   MEDICAL   SOCIETY  —  SIXTH  QUARTERLY 

MEETING. 

The  sixth  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical 
Society  will  be  held  in  Austin,  on  Thursday,  21st  of  March. 

So  far  the  following  papers  have  been  promised:  ''Vis  Medi- 
catrix  Naturae, — How  far  physicians  should  trust  to  it,  etc.,"  by 
J.  W.  Harrison,  M.  D.,  of  Dripping  Springs. 

"Mastoid  Abscesses,"  by  T.  J.  Tyner,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

"Carbolic  Acid  Poisoning,"  by  W.  T.  Richmond,  M.  D., 
Manor. 
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There  will  also  be  papers  on  "Pneumonia"  and  "Hematuria," 
and  perhaps  other  subjects,  all  of  which  will  be  mentioned  in  the 
circular  of  invitation,  to  be  issued  on  21st  inst. 

All  reputable  physicians  accessible  to  Austin  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend  the  meetings  of  this  nourishing  Society.  It  now 
numbers  fifty-five  of  the  most  prominent  medical  men  in  this 
portion  of  the  State,  and  has  an  average  attendance  upon  its 
meetings  of  over  thirty  physicians. 

Practical  papers  and  reports  of  interesting  cases  always  wel- 
come. 


P.  M.  B.  A.  OF  TEXAS. 


In  the  list  of  those  who  paid  assessment  No.  8,  published  in  our 
last  issue,  the  names  of  Drs.  J.  D.  Beek,  J.  T.  Musick,  J.  S. 
Bruce  and  W.  T.  Richmond  should  have  appeared.  The  last 
two  names  were  accidentally  omitted  by  the  printer,  and  the  as- 
sessments of  the  first  two  were  not  received  until  after  the  list 
had  been  closed. 

Mrs.  Tompkins  received  $108  net.  Below  is  her  receipt  for 
the  money: 

$108.  Houston,  Tex.,  January,  1889. 

Received  of  Drs.  W.  A.  Morris  and  F.  K.  Daniel,  President 
and  Secretary  and  Treasurer  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Asso- 
ciation of  Texas,  one  hundred  and  eight  dollars,  the  net  amount 
collected  under  assessment  No.  8. 

Mrs.  Ida  M.  Tompkins. 
Assessments  9,  10  and  11,  for  the  benefit  of  the  families  of 
Drs.  W.  F.  Buck,  J.  T.  Y.  Jameson  and  L.  T.  Maddox,  were 
sent  out  on  the  12th  instant.    The  order  is  about  holding  its 
own. 


The  North  American  Practitioner  is  the  name  of  the  latest 
addition  to  the  list  of  medical  journals.  It  is  published  by  Chas. 
Truax  &  Co.,  Chicago,  monthly;  at  $1  a  year,  and  is  edited  by 
Dr.  Bayard  Holmes.    Vol.  1,  No.  1,  is  on  our  desk. 
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HOW  CAN  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES 


Be  Made  so  Profitable  that  Their  Members  shall  Feel  that  to  Attend 
Meetings  will  Individually  Pay  Better  than  to  Stay  at  Home? 


To  spend  his  time  to  secure  the  greatest  profit  to  himself,  is 
the  right  of  every  man.  In  a  sense,  such  is  his  duty.  In  another 
sense,  his  profit  is  greatest  when  he  is  serving  others.  We  have 
often  heard  doctors  say,  when  asked  to  attend  a  certain  meeting 
of  a  medical  society,  "I  can  spend  my  time  more  profitably  with 
my  medical  journals  at  home." 

If  this  be  true,  then  he  should  stay  at  home  with  his  journals. 

If  medical  societies  are  at  their  best,  those  doctors  who  are 
familiar  with  them  will  know  that  society  meetings  are  more 
profitable  to  them  than  staying  at  home  reading  medical  journals. 
They  will  know  that  their  professional  success  will  become  more 
assured  by  attendance  upon  such  meetings.  Such  is  our  convic- 
tion, at  least. 

The  question  now  faces  us,  how  shall  such  meetings  be  se- 
cured ? 

First,  it  will  be  apparent  that  there  can  be  no  stereotyped  plan 
of  conducting  societies,  in  different  localities,  among  practi- 
tioners of  divers  experiences,  of  infinitely  varied  culture,  social 
and  other  surroundings.  The  society  in  the  mountains,  the  so- 
ciety in  the  plain,  the  society  in  the  region  of  long  continued 
heat,  the  society  in  the  region  of  long  continued  cold,  the  so- 
ciety of  the  country,  of  the  village,  and  of  the  great  city,  each  of 
these  must  work  out  its  own  scheme,  to  meet  the  pressing  needs 
of  its  membership,  actual  or  desired. 

Second,  it  is  clear  that  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  offi- 
cers be  selected  not  for  any  imaginary  honor  which  it  is  desired 
to  confer  upon  them,  but  simply  and  solely  for  their  fitness  and 
willingness  to  serve  the  medical  profession  of  a  particular  locality, 
by  stimulating  intellectual  activity  on  the  part  of  the  members, 
and  promoting  good  will,  so  that  each  meeting  will  be  full  of 
profit  to  each  member  in  both  his  head  and  his  heart.  Happy  is 
the  society  that  possesses  such  officers.    We  have  a  few  such  in 
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mind  but  they  are  rare,  and  not  always  appreciated  when  they 
are  found. 

Third,  no  doctor  will  long  have  an  interest  in  attending  the 
meetings  of  a  medical  society  who  does  not  himself  contribute 
some  thought,  or  observation,  or  experience,  or  study  to  the 
society.  If  he  takes  part  in  the  work  of  the  society,  then  he  be- 
comes an  integral  portion  of  it,  otherwise  he  is  a  lo  )ker-on,  a 
critic  of  others'  thoughts  or  work.  Hence  in  so  far  as  possible 
each  member  should  be  induced  to  work  in  and  with  the  society 
— become  a  living  portion  of  its  body.  In  this  manner  he  will 
have  cultivated  one  of  the  most  important  requisites  of  a  doctor's 
success,  viz.,  the  power  to  talk  standing,  clearly,  interestingly  and 
forcibly. 

To  a  larger  degree  than  most  doctors  are  aware,  they  are  judged 
in  the  minds  of  the  laity,  by  their  conversation.  If  this  be  such 
as  to  commend  itself  to  educated  and  thinking  people  a  marked 
advantage  is  had  over  a  doctor  equally  well  qualified,  who  cannot 
express  with  fluency  his  views  on  the  subjects  he  is  called  on  to 
discuss  with  patients  and  outsiders.  We  emphasize  this  point 
because  in  our  observations  excellent  doctors  fail  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  of  medical  societies  for  such  training, 
and  so  are  at  a  disadvantage  with  other  doctors  possessing  less 
actual  knowledge  and  ability,  but  more  power  of  forceful,  pleasing 
conversation  or  speech. 

Fourth,  it  is  possible  to  organize  a  combined  study  of  a  certain 
subject  by  all  the  members  of  any  society,  by  which  should  be 
brought  to  a  common  center  all  the  individual  knowledge  of  the 
members.  It  is  well  known  that  types  of  given  diseases  vary 
under  varied  conditions,  and  that  these  conditions  are  never  iden- 
tical, in  different  localities,  social  industrial,  etc.,  etc.,  conditions. 

Is  it  impossible  to  interest  members  of  a  society  in  the  study  of 
the  pecularities  of  detail  in  the  diseases  incident  to  their  field  of 
of  observation  ? — American  Lancet. 

We  ark  authorized  by  State  Health  Officer  Rutherford  to 
announce  that  he  has  no  connection  whatever,  as  "associate 
editor"  or  otherwise,  with  any  Health  Journal  in  Texas. 


Editor  DEPAKTffiEOT. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COIjIjABO^iiTOBS  ■   

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.   W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.E.  Hadra,  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  CuppUs,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doerina,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


THE  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS  TO  THE  MEMBERS  TEXAS  STATE 
MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION.— A  CRISIS. 

The  President's  address  to  the  members  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association,  which  appears  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal, 
and  which  has  been  sent  out  in  a  circular  letter  to  the  profession , 
was  delayed  some  ten  days  or  longer  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary, 
in  consequence  of  the  rush  of  business  in  all  the  printing  estab- 
lishments in  Austin.  The  legislature  is  in  session,  and  is  turning 
out  work  by  the  ream;  and  although  the  State  printer  and  the 
society's  printers  are  running  double  force,  night  and  day,  it  is  well 
nigh  impossible  to  get  any  job  work  done.  The  delay,  we  trust, 
is  no  serious  matter;  and  the  fault,  if  any  be  found,  is  chargeable 
to  the  secretary,  and  not  to  our  worthy  president. 

We  commend  the  address  to  the  careful  perusal  of  members, 
and  we  hope  they  will  heed  its  admonitions,  and  laying  aside  all 
else,  for  four  days,  go  to  San  Antonio  and  aid,  by  their  presence 
and  counsel,  the  efforts  being  made  by  the  zealous  President  and  a 
few  stand-bys,  to  make  the  meeting  a  big  success,  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.  A  crisis  exists  in  the  life  of  the  society.  We  in- 
timated in  our  last  that  the  District  societies  are  becoming  rivas, 
and  in  a  measure  jeopardizing  the  integrity  of  the  central  organi- 
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zation.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  same  fear  has  suggested 
itself  to  President  Paine,  and  he  sounds  a  note  of  warning. 

( The  friends  of  the  old  asssciation,  an  organization  which  has 
done  noble  work,  must  rally  to  its  defense.    It  has  redeemed  the 
profession  of  Texas  from  the  false  position,  one  of  insignificance, 
to  say  the  least,  it  so  long  occupied  in  the  eyes  of  the  outside 
world,  and  given  it  honor  and  character,  a  position  second  to 
none  in  America.    District  societies  are  very  good  and  desirable, 
and  should  be  encouraged,  but  they  can  never  accomplish  the 
work  of  a  thorough  regeneration  of  the  State  in  the  matters  of 
public  sanitation ;  can  never  hope  or  expect,  as  can  a  State  organ- 
ization, to  become,  as  it  should,  the  medical  department  of  the 
State  government,  as  the  Alabama  State  Medical  association  is  in 
that  State.    Its  constitution  is  a  part  of  the  organic  law  of  Ala- 
bama; it  creates  and  operates  the  State  board  of  health,  which 
administers  quarantine,  records  vital  statistics,  supervises  the  sale 
of  food,  drugs,  liquors,  etc.,  and  suggests,  if  not  dictates,  sanitary 
legislation;  it  regulates  the  practice  of  medicine  by  examining 
applicants  for  the  privilege  of  practicing  in  Alabama,  licencing 
the  competent  and  rejecting  the  incompetent.  Many  of  these  latter 
and  their  kind  from  other  states  come  to  Texas.    The  same  work 
which  has  been  done,  and  is  now  being  done,  in  Alabama  and 
other  States,  remains  to  be  done  in  Texas,  and  it  is  the  mission 
of  the  State  Medical  Association  to  do  it.  It  were  preposterous  to 
suppose  that  such  work  could  be  done  without  a  hearty  co-oper- 
ation of  the  local  societies  with  the  State  association,  in  which 
they  should  be  represented  by  delegates;  and  yet,  practically, 
these  local  societies  are,  in  a  sense,  its  rivals;  by  satisfying  the  sel- 
fish ambition  of  some  members,  they  are  induced  to  give  up  their 
membership  in  the  State  Association.  This  should  not  be,  and  we 
trust  the  thoughtful  members  will  use  their  influence  to  secure  a 
large  attendance.  One  more  full,  rousing  meeting,  such  as  was  held 
atBeltonin  1884,  would  insure  renewed  interest  and  strength, 
and  an  indefinite  lease  of  life  for  the  grand  old  mother  society. 


Dr.  John  Preston,  was,  by  the  board  of  managers  unanim- 
ously re-appointed  first  assistant  physician  to  the  State  Lunatic 
Asylum,  notwithstanding  a  reported  effort  to  trade  him  off. 
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EXTINCTION  OF  YELLOW  FEVER. 


Blaine,  the  "plumed  knight,  the  man  from  Maine,"  the  incom- 
ing Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  is  no  4 'Doctor;"  that  is,  he 
is  is  not  an  M.  D. ;  but  he  has  taught  some  things  pretty  well, 
notwithstanding.  It  is  a  singular  thing  that  the  most  rational 
plan  for  the  total  extinction  of  yellow  fever  that  has  ever  been 
proposed,  should  come  from  a  layman.  In  an  interview  lately 
with  a  newspaper  correspondent,  he  said  that  the  acquisition  of 
Cuba  by  the  United  States  is  a  necessity,  from  several  stand- 
points, and  that  it  would  be  cheap  at  any  price.  Amongst  other 
reasons,  he  gave,  is  that  by  improved  sanitation  in  that  home  of 
pestilence,  the  United  States  government  could  stamp  out  yellow 
fever.  The  cost  of  one  epidemic  in  the  j  valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
he  said,  would  exceed  the  price  paid  for  the  Island,  even  though 
it  empty  the  United  States  vaults  of  the  accumulated  surplus  piled 
up  by  a  Republican  administration,  and  this  is  very  true.  There 
is  here  thrown  out  much  food  for  thought.  The  purchase  of 
Cuba  would  solve  several  vexing  problems  ;  one  of  which  is 
"what  shall  we  do  with  it"  (the  accumulated  stealings,  for  such 
are  the  infamous  cotton-tax  and  other  measures  of  robbery  to 
which  the  Southern  people,  especially,  were  subjected  under 
twenty-five  years  of  Republican  rule). 


yVLEDicAL  News  and  Miscellany. 


We  regret  exceedingly  to  chronicle  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  D. 
Eeck's  bright  little  daughter  Bessie,  who  died  at  her  father's 
home,  in  Mason,  January  22d.  She  was  a  most  promising 
child,  a  universal  favorite,  and  her  death  is  a  terrible  affliction  to 
her  parents.    We  tender  them  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Dorset  was  re-elected  superintendent  of  the  State 
l/unatic  Asylum  by  a  bare  majority.  Funny  world  ;  it  was  in- 
sisted by  himself,  the  Governor  and  his  other  friends,  that  it  re- 
quired the  full  vote  of  the  Board  to  put  him  out,  and  he  refused 
to  resign  on  the  invitation  of  a  majority.  A  poor  rule  that  will 
not  work  both  ways. 
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The  following  Texas  physicians  are  now  at  the  New  York 
Polyclinic:  Drs.  R.  C.  Brown,  Waco;  O.  T.  Halbert,  Waco;  A. 
V.  Doak,  Taylor;  T.  H.  Wilson,  Rockdale;  A.  C.  Walker,  Rock- 
dale; N.  T.^Rope,  Whitesboro;  T.  C.  B.  Justice,  Ashville. 

The  largest  class  of  post  graduates  ever  assembled  in  any 
clinic  is  now  in  attendance  upon  the  New  York  Polyclinic;  the 
new  hospital  is  said  to  be  a  big  success.  Wyeth  is  a  great  mag- 
net (magnate)  in  surgery. 

Dr  .  R.  P.  Talley,  of  Belton,  was  badly  hurt  recently  and  is 
on  crutches.  Riding  on  horseback  over  one  of  the  beautiful 
Bell  county  roads  not  navigable  with  buggy,  his  horse  shied  at 
an  ox-team,  and  being  ambitious,  like  his  rider,  he  attempted  to 
jump  over  the  pole  between  the  steers  and  the  wagon.  In  doing 
so,  Dr.  Talley's  leg  was  badly  crushed  against  the  wheel.  We 
are  pleased  to  see  the  doctor  is  able  to  be  about,  even  though 
obliged  to  go  on  crutches. 

Died. — Doctor  Zebulon  McKenzie,  a  well  known  practitioner, 
of  Galveston,  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  by  his  landlady  at  an  early 
hour  on  the  morning  of  February  5th.  An  inquest  was  held  and  it 
was  found  that  death  had  been  caused  by  morphine  taken  acci- 
dentally. Doctor  McKenzie  was  a  native  of  St.  Johns,  New 
Brunswick,  and  about  49  years  old.  His  practice  was  not  lucra- 
tive, and  he  left  nothing  but  a  few  old  medical  works,  which  will 
be  raffled  off  by  his  friends  for  funds  to  defray  his  funeral  ex- 
penses.— Telegram  to  the  Statesman. 

Dr.  Way,  whose  card  will  be  found  amongst  our  new  adver- 
tisements, comes  to  Austin  most  highly  recommended  by  the 
leading  specialists  of  New  York,  not  only  as  a  gentleman  with- 
out reproach,  but  as  a  skillful  and  experienced  Ophthalmologist. 
He  served  two  years  in  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  and 
six  months  as  House  surgeon,  the  latter  just  prior  to  the  lamented 
Walton's  service.  He  was  office  assistant  to  Dr.  Agnew  many 
months,  filling  the  doctor's  appointments  in  his  absence.  His 
practical  training,  together  with  a  thorough  course  at  the  Post 
Graduate  Medical  College  and  the  Polyclinic  surely  should  en- 
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title  him  to  claim  a  knowledge  of  his  profession,  diseases  of  the 
eye  and  ear.  Dr.  D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  Dr.  David  Webster,  and 
other  distinguished  medical  men  of  New  York,  endorse  the  doc- 
tor as  worthy  in  every  way  of  the  confidence  of  the  afflicted,  and 
of  the  courtesies  of  the  profession.    We  welcome  him  to  Austin. 

Ozone  Water  in  Cancer. — Dr.  F.  Smidt,  of  Bavaria,  says 
the  parenchymatous  injection  of  ozone  water  retards  the  growth 
of  cancerous  nodules,  and  causes  their  disappearance.  He  re- 
ports two  cases:  A  man,  age  60,  epithelioma  of  lip.  Had  been 
removed  twice  in  ten  years.  Returned  again  with  marked 
cachexia.  After  four  months  treatment  with  ozone  water  the 
tumor  had  partly  disappeared  and  partly  been  converted  into  a 
dense,  hard  mass.  The  ulcer  had  healed.  The  second  patient, 
a  man  aged  56,  suffered  from  an  epithelioma  at  the  inner  angle 
of  the  eye  of  many  years  duration.  Injections  of  ozone  water 
were  employed  during  two  months,  and  effected  a  perfect  cure, 
the  ulcer  being  replaced  by  cicatricial  tissue. 

Smidt  thinks  the  ozone  destroys  the  cancerous  masses  without 
attacking  the  normal  structures.  He  employs  it  in  the  strength 
of  fifty  milligrammes  to  the  litre  of  water.  Injections  are  made 
daily. 

Married. — On  Thursday  evening,  January  17th,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  bride's  mother,  Mrs.  Fribelie,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Petot,  Mrs.  Mamie  L,ipscomb  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Dupree,  of  Louisiana. 
Dr.  Dupree  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  of 
Louisiana,  and  carries  off  one  of  Tampa's  most  attractive  ladies 
to  his  home  in  Baton  Rouge,  and  with  them  go  the  best  wishes 
of  a  host  of  friends  for  their  happiness. — Tampa  (Fla.)  Tribune. 

The  Journal  extends  its  hearty  congratulations  to  Dr.  Dupree. 
He  is  one  of  our  old  time  friends,  and  is  worthy  of  all  the  bless- 
ings that  good  fortune  can  bestow.  Dr.  Dupree  was  one  of  the 
vice  presidents  of  the  late  International  Congress,  and  is  a  pro- 
fessor in  the  Louisiana  State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Col- 
lege, an  old  Confederate  Surgeon  who  passed  his  examination 
and  was  commissioned  Surgeon  (Major)  at  21  years  of  age,  and 
finally,  a  classmate  of  ours  of  the  days  of  '6o. 
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The  Supreme  Court  on  the  Question  of  the  Regulation 
of  Medical  Practice  by  the  State. — An  important  decision 
has  been  rendered  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
supporting  the  right,  claimed  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  of 
West  Virginia,  to  make  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  practice  of 
medicine.  The  statutes  of  that  state  enact,  that  every  practition- 
er must  qualify  himself  for  legal  practice  by  obtaining  from  the 
Board  a  certificate  that  he  is  a  graduate  of  a  reputable  medical 
cellege,  or  has  been  ten  years  in  the  state  engaged  in  practice,  or 
that  he  has  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  before  the  Board. 
A  practitioner  named  F.  M.  Dent,  having  been  convicted  of  illegal 
practice,  carried  the  case  up  to  the  State  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
thence  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  asserting  that  the  law 
was  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  it  deprived  him  of  liberty  and 
property  without  due  process  of  law. — Medical  News. 


Substitution  by  Druggists  of  Medicines  Prescribed. — 
If  there  is  a  practice  among  any  repntable  pharmacists  or  drug- 
gists that  should  be  denounced,  it  is  that  of  substituting  the 
manufactures  of  some  other  druggist  for  that  which  is  prescribed. 
It  is  none  of  the  business  of  pharmacist  or  apothecary  to  dictate 
to  the  doctor  what  he  should  prescribe.  If  the  honest  apothecary 
has  not  the  preparation  the  doctor  has  prescribed,  and  can  not 
supply  it,  it  is  simply  aud  plainly  his  duty  to  say  so,  and  not 
undertake  to  furnish  a  substitute  without  a  free  consultation  with 
and  the  full  consent  of  the  doctor. 

The  apothecary  concedes  the  whole  thing  when  he  says  he 
supplies  only  Squibb 's  chloroform  when  this  preparation  is  or- 
dered. If  he  is  honest  in  filling  the  prescription  of  the  doctor 
strictly  when  that  article  is  prescribed,  why  should  he  not  be 
equally  as  honest  when  the  preparations  of  Wm.  R.  Warner  & 
Co.,  Rio  Chemical  Co.,  Battle,  Peacock,  Sharp  &  Dohme,  Wyeth 
Bros.,  and  many  more  reputable  manufacturers. 

Is  it  not  dishonorable  in  principle  to  do  otherwise. — Exchange. 

The  Intelligent  Compositor  and  typographical  errors  have 
long  been  a  standing  subject  for  jest  and  ridicule,  and  many  are 
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the  amusing  instances  of  the  pranks  played  by  the  types.  In  no 
profession  or  calling  is  greater  care  necessary  than  in  that  of  type" 
setting.  The  appearance  of  a  comma  in  the  wrong  place  may  re- 
verse the  meaning  of  a  sentence,  and  the  omission  of  a  comma 
has  so  changed  the  meaning  of  a  law  as  written,  as  to  give  rise  to 
much  annoyance  and  confusion,  and  even  cause  a  suit  at  law. 
We  could  give  illustrations  of  each  of  these  instances.  But  what 
we  intended  to  do,  when  this  paragraph  was  begun,  was  to  tell  of 
an  amusing  prank  of  the  types  in  getting  out  our  last  issue  of  the 
Journal.  The  proof  of  an  article  was  handed  us,  and  we  were 
horrified  to  read  "Dr.  Smith  reported  a  case  of  cystitis  patented 
October,  1884  !!"  We  sought  the  copy,  and  found  the  article 
read — "Dr.  Smith  reported  a  case  of  cystitis, — patient  aet  74." 
*  'Shoot  Polly  as  she  flies,  pop  !"  is  quite  familiar,  as  the  work  of 
a  green  hand  in  his  first  attempt  to  follow  Geo.  D.  Prentice's  copy; 
it  read  "Shoot  folly  as  she  flies. — Pope." 


Surgeon  General  Marine  Hospital  Service,  and  The 
Journal  A.  M.  A. — Congress  has  passed  a  bill  which  Dr. 
Hamilton  sa}'S  has  been  pending  ten  years,  making  the  tenure  of 
office  of  the  supervising  Surgeon  General  M.  H.  S.  a  life  time 
appointment.  Reynolds,  of  "Progress,"  says  the  bill  increases 
the  salary  fifty  per  cent.  Surely  Dr.  Hamilton  is  in  good  luck, 
and  the  Congressmen  must  think  he  is  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place  there,  if  Reynolds  does  say  he  was  not  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place  as  editor  of  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association.  At  any  rate,  Hamilton  felt  obliged  to  resign, 
and  did  resign  as  editor  of  the  Journal,  when  he  got  news  of  his 
good  luck  in  Congress.  Who  will  succeed  to  the  mantle  of  the 
great  Davis?  Meantime  the  Journal  is  conducted  by  the  man- 
aging committee  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Journal. 


The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association,  at  its  last 
meeting,  held  in  St.  L,ouis,  Mo. ,  passed  the  following  : 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Health  of  several  of  the  states  have 
inaugurated  measures  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  higher 
standard  of  medical  education,  and 
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WherKAs,  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  some  concerted 
action  be  taken  by  the  profession  looking  to  this  end. 

Resolved,  (i.)  That  this  Association  appoint  annually  a  stand- 
ing committee  of  two  from  each  state  represented,  to  be  known  as 
the  "Committee  on  Medical  Education,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  confer  with  all  regularly  organized  Medical  Societies  and 
Boards  of  Health,  with  a  view  to  enlisting  their  co-operation  in 
promoting  the  passage  of  uniform  laws  in  each  state  and  territory 
of  the  Union,  touching  the  period  of  study  and  literary  acquire- 
ments of  every  candidate  for  graduation  in  medicine. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  make  an 
annual  report  in  writing,  settling  forth  the  work  done  and  the 
progress  made. 

Members  for  Texas  :  Drs.  F.  E.  Daniel,  (declined),  and  R.  H. 
Chilton. 


Flowers. — Everybody  knows  that  we  love  flowers;  the  sub- 
ject is  a  kind  of  hobby  with  us,  and  we  hope  to  be  excused  for 
mentioning  a  subject  thought  to  be  irrelevant  to  medicine; — but 
really  it  is  not,  for  does  not  the  poet  say,  "each  dying  calyx  is  a 
memento  mori,  yet  font  of  hope"?  And  if  dying  and  death  are 
not  related,  and  closely  related  to  medicine,  what  is?  We  trust 
the  parallel  extends  also  to  the  other  part  of  the  couplet  where 
the  idea  of  resurrection  is  suggested.  And  again  the  poet 
says, — "Each  cup's  a  pulpit,  and  every  leaf  a  book,"  and  doctors 
are  supposed  to  be  fond  of  both,  pulpits  (?)  and  books!  If  they 
are  not,  they  ought  to  be. 

But  to  the  point.  We  wish  to  render  a  service  to  all  flower 
lovers,  like  ourselves,  and  in  citing  them  to  the  best  place  to  get 
the  best  plants  and  bulbs  and  seeds  for  the  least  money,  we  be- 
lieve we  do  them  a  service.  That  place,  in  our  judgement,  is 
the  great  nursery  of  Charles  A.  Reeser,  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  We 
have  received  a  large  lot  of  the  choicest  Begonias,  Camelias, 
Geraniums,  etc.,  from  him,  and  to  say  that  we  are  abundantly 
satisfied,  both  with  selection  and  price,  would  be  but  to  feebly 
express  our  great  delight;  they  arrived  blooming!  Send  for 
his  splendid  catalogue.    Make  no  mistake  in  his  address. 
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Something  Else  New  in  Pharmaceuticals. — Several  of 
our  manufacturing  pharmacists  are  certainly  valuable  aids  to 
the  practicing  physician,  for  so  soon  as  a  new  idea  or  discovery 
is  announced  in  therapeutics  they  set  to  work  to  facilitate  its  ex- 
ecution ;  if  a  new  drug  appears  they  work  it  up  in  a  form  for  ad- 
ministration, both  convenient  and  efficient.  They  rob  the  ad- 
ministration of  medicine  of  much  of  its  disagreeable  features. 
Park,  Davis  &  Co.  now  announce  a  glycerine  suppository  for  con- 
stipation, and  in  announcing  it  say  ;  "For  a  number  of  years 
glycerin  has  been  successfully  used  in  the  form  of  enemata,  to 
provoke  alvine  evacuation.  Owing  to  the  physical  and  chemical 
properties  of  this  article,  many  difficulties  have  been  encountered 
in  the  endeavor  to  present  it  in  a  suitable  and  convenient  form 
which  would  dispense  with  injection  apparatus.  While  it  may 
be  conveniently  administered  in  rectal  capsules  its  enclosure  in 
gelatin  is  not  permanent,  as  capsules  containing  it  are  rapidly 
attacked  and  become  distorted,  owing  to  the  hygroscopic  charac- 
ter of  the  glycerin  and  its  solvent  action  on  the  gelatin,  the 
greater  part  of  the  glycerin  usually  escaping.  Neither  does  it 
appear  possible  to  incorporate  gelatin  with  the  glycerin  and  pro- 
duce a  suppository  having  any  activity,  as  such  a  composition 
necessarily  requires  a  certain  amount  of  water.  This  admixture 
of  water  interferes  decidedly  with  the  action  of  the  glycerin. 
Whatever  theories  may  be  indulged  in  as  to  the  rationale  of  its 
action,  the  best  effects  are  obtained  when  only  a  minute  quantity 
of  water  is  present,  in  other  words  when  the  glycerin  is  nearly 
anhydrous." 

'  'The  effect  would  appear  to  be  due  to  some  direct  chemical 
action  of  the  glycerin  on  the  rectal  mucous  membrane,  possibly  a 
combined  stimulant  and  mechanical  effect,  the  latter  due  to  ab- 
straction of  water,  or  rather  excitation  of  a  watery  discharge. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  it  produces  in  some  way  an  activity  reflex 
intestinal  peristalsis.  The  remedy  has  been  used  in  the  most 
varied  forms  of  intestinal  and  gastric  troubles  and  is  characterized 
by  extreme  promptness  of  action  varying  from  a  few  minutes  to 
half  an  hour,  usually  producing  an  evacuation  when  the  supposi- 
tory is  only  partially  dissolved.  ' 
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"The  conclusion  arrived  at,  from  an  extensive  employment,  is, 
that  their  action  while  not  infallible,  is  constant  and  free  from 
danger.  We  now  prepare  suppositories  containing  95  per  cent, 
of  glycerin  in  a  form  and  size  adapted  for  administration  to  both 
infants  and  adults." 

Simultaneously  with  the  above  advance  in  therapeutics  is  an- 
nounced by  Sharp  &  Dohme,  of  Baltimore,  nito-glycerine  in 
soluble  compressed  tablets  for  hypodermic  use.  Nitro-glycerine 
is  the  remedy  for  many  ills  that  kill  quickly,  such  as  angina 
pectoris,  etc.,  and  for  emergencies  like  chloroform  narcosis, 
cardiac  failure  from  any  cause,  cases  where  prompt  and  effiicen 
action  is  absolutely  necessary  to  save  life.  The  trouble  hereto- 
fore has  been  the  difficulty  of  administration;  to  get  the  medicine 
to  take  effect,  which  it  is  slow  to  do  when  administered  by  the 
mouth,  even  when  that  is  possible,  and  so  far  as  we  know  it  has 
never  been  possible,  heretofore,  to  give  it  hypodermically.  The 
intelligent  physician  will  "catch  on"  at  once,  and  prepare  for 
such  emergencies. 

Died. — In  Brenham,  Texas,  February  10th  (inst),  Dr.  J.  M. 
Ross,  of  that  city.  Dr.  Ross  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  dis- 
tinguished physicians  of  Central  Texas,  and  his  death  is  a  sad 
loss  to  the  profession  and  to  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  and  of  the  Physicians'  Mutual 
Benefit  Association,  and  for  many  years  prominently  identified 
with  the  Baptist  Church. 


Pocket  Medical  Formulary,  arranged  therapeutically.  By 
Alex.  Hazard,  M.  D.  Revised  and  enlarged  by  A.  S.  Gerhard, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia.  With  an  appendix  containing 
formulas  and  doses  for  hypodermic  medication  ;  a  table  of  eruptive 
fevers  ;  and  poisons,  their  symptoms,  antidotes,  and  treatment. 
Second  edition.    A.  L.  Hummel,  M.  D.,  Publisher,  Philadelphia. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  the  Physicians'  Pocket  Reference 
Book  and  Visiting  List  for  1889,  arranged  and  published  by 
J.  H.  Chambers  &  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  It  is  as  well  arranged  as 
any  visiting  list  on  the  market. 
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OOK  NOTICES. 


A  Treatise  on  Malarial  Fevers,  for  Domestic  Use.  By  J. 

M.  Lewis,  M.  D.,  of  Mexia,  Texas.    Published  by  Eugene 

Von  Boeckmann,  Book  and  Job  Printer,  Austin,  Texas. 

This  is  a  very  nice  little  book  about  the  size  of  a  blue  back 
speller.  It  contains  ninety-six  pages  and  is  intended  for  "domes- 
tic use."  The  author  advises  chloral  to  be  given  in  doses  of  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  grains.  This  dose  is  rather  large  for  indiscrim- 
inate use  by  the  laity.  He  does  not  believe  that  calomel  is  indi- 
cated in  any  of  the  forms  of  malarial  fever  and  thinks  the  patent 
medicine  men  display  good  judgment  in  eschewing  it  in  their  nos- 
trums. The  author  thinks  well  of  Simmon's  Liver  Regulator  as 
a  cathartic  in  malarial  cases. 

Take  it  altogether  the  book  is,  perhaps,  as  well  suited  to  its 
object  as  any  other  of  the  kind  extant. — B. 

A  Treatise  of  the  Diseases  of  Women,  for  the  use  of  stud- 
ents and  practitioners,  by  Alex.  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.,  of  New 
York,  professor  of  Gynecology  in  the  Long  Island  Medical 
College,  Brooklyn,  etc.  With  251  engravings  and  9  chromo- 
lithographs.   D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  1888. 

The  long  experience  of  Prof.  Skene  in  the  treatment  of  the 
diseases  incident  to  women  and  the  great  advantages  that  he  has 
enjoyed  in  the  numerous  hospitals  with  which  he  is  connected, 
make  the  present  handsome  volume  one  of  the  best  treatises  now 
published  on  the  subject.  The  book  contains  950  pages  printed 
in  large  clear  type.  It  is  a  book  of  actual  practice  and  will  yield 
the  busy  practitioner  the  greatest  returns  in  the  shortest  length 
of  time  of  any  work  that  the  writer  has  had  the  pleasure  of  ex- 
amining in  some  time. — B. 

Annual  of  the  Universal  Medical  Sciences.  A  yearly  re- 
port of  the  progress  of  the  general  sanitary  sciences  throughout 
the  world,  edited  by  Chas.  E.  Sajous,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia, 
and  70  associate  editors.  Assisted  by  over  two  hundred  corre- 
sponding editors,  collaborators  and  correspondents.  Illustrated 
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with  chromo-lithographs,  engravings  and  maps,  1888.  F.  A. 
Davis,  Publisher. 

Vols,  first  and  second  have  been  favorably  noticed  by  the 
Journal.  Volumes  third,  fourth  and  fifth  have  been  received, 
and  what  was  said  in  praise  of  the  first  two  volumes  can  be  re- 
peated of  the  remaining  three  volumes  of  the  series  now  before 
us.  It  is  a  valuable  work,  and  the  editor  has  well  earned  the 
compliments  paid  him  by  the  whole  profession  upon  his  success. 

Atlas  of  Venereal  and  Skin  Diseases.  With  Original  Text; 
by  Prince  A.  Morrow,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  New  York.  Wni.  Wood 
&  Co.,  N.  Y.    Price  $2  each. 

This  publication  is  to  be  in  fifteen  monthly  parts — large  folio — 
each  part  containing  five  large  chromo-lithographic  plates. 

Five  of  the  parts  have  already  been  noticed  in  this  Journal. 
Numbers  6,  7,  8  and  9  are  now  before  us.  These  parts  came  well 
up  in  point  of  excellence  to  parts  first  received.  The  large  colored 
plates,  life  size,  bring  the  disease  as  found  in  practice  to  the  phy- 
sician in  a  most  comprehensive  light.  He  sees  what  he  is  treat- 
ing. One  may  gather  a  fair  idea  of  a  disease  by  reading  a  de- 
scription of  it,  but  he  never  gets  a  practical  conception  of  it  until 
he  sees  it.  This  work  is  the  most  thorough  and  artistic  that  we 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  examining. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty 
of  the  State  of  Maryland.  Nineteenth  Annual  Session, 
held  at  Baltimore,  April,  1888. 

The  Maryland  Faculty  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  medical 
organizations  in  this  country,  if  one  is  tojndge  trom  its  volume 
of  Transactions.  John  Morris,  M.  D.,  is  President,  and  G.  Lane 
Taneyhill,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary.  The  minutes  show  a 
working  society.  The  papers  are  good  but  some  of  them  are 
rather  long  for  a  busy  doctor  to  wade  through. — B. 

Tranactions  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society. 

Twenty-third  Annual  meeting,  held  in  Detroit,  June,  1888. 

This  volume  contains  364  pages,  and  was  printed  by  Gulley, 
Bowman  &Co,.  Detroit. 
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The  retiring  president,  Theadore  A.  McGraw,  M.  D.,  of 
Detroit,  in  his  address  on  4  'The  Dependence  of  the  Profession  on 
the  People"  makes  a  very  sensible  remark,  when  he  says  that 
the  people  must  be  educated,  and  that  "the  habit  of  discussing 
professional  matters  of  public  interest  in  the  daily  prints  must  be 
recognized  as  one  that  is  proper  and  right  for  professional  men." 
Simeon  S.  French,  M.  D.,  of  Battle  Creek,  is  President,  and  Geo. 
Duffield,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit,  Secretary.— B. 

Transctions  of  the  Medical  Association  of  the  State  of 
Missouri.  Thirty-first  Annual  Session,  held  at  Kansas 
City,  April,  1888. 

This  volume  is  one  of  the  largest  that  has  come  to  hand  this 
year.  It  contains  462  pages,  printed  by  E.  &  E.  Carreras,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  is  simply  excellent  in  typography  and  contents.  The 
minutes  take  up  but  eleven  pages  of  the  book,  while  the  other 
45 1  pages  are  filled  with  splendid  papers  and  discussions. 

A.  W.  McAlester,  M.  D.,  of  Columbia,  is  the  President,  and 
Drs.  J.  C.  Mulhall,  of  St.  Louis,  and  J.  H.  Duncan,  of  Kansas 
City,  are  the  recording  secretaries.  Those  who*  wish  information 
on  the  "laws  and  appropriations  of  the  Federal  and  State  Govern- 
ments in  the  interest  of  the  public  health,"  will  find  in  this 
volume  of  tranactions  a  most  splendid  compilation  by  G.  Hurt, 
M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis. — B. 

Trranactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thirty-ninth  Annual  Session,  held  in  Pennsylvania,  June,  1888. 

This  volume  is  bound  in  cloth  and  contains  355  pages  in  clear 
type.  The  President  is  James  B.  Murdoch,  M.  D.,  of  Allegheny 
county,  and  the  Secretary  is  W.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D.,  of  Phila- 
delphia. About  thirty  papers  of  more  than  an  average  in  volume 
are  to  be  found  in  this  book.  Medical  legislation  comes  in  for 
a  good  share  of  discussion. — B. 

The  following  Transactions  of  State  Medical  Associations  have 
been  received: 

"Transactions  of  the  Maine  Medical  Association,"  Vol.  IX, 
Part  III,  36th  Annual  Session,  1888.    Portland:  Stephen  Berry, 
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printer.  S.  H.  Weeks,  M.  D.,  Portland,  President;  S.  W. 
Wakefield,  M.  D.  Warren,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

"Proceedings  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,"  1888. 
Ninety-seventh  Annual  Convention,  held  at  New  Haven.  New 
Series,  Vol.  IV,  No.  1.  Geo.  D.  Porter,  M.  D.,  Bridgeport, 
President;  N.  E.  Wardin,  M.  D.,  Bridgeport,  Secretary. 

"Proceedings  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Delaware,"  1888. 
Ninety-ninth  Annual  Session,  held  at  Georgetown.  W.  T. 
Skinner,  M.  D.,  Pesident;  J.  A.  Bllegood,  M.  D.,  Laurel,  Secre- 
tary. 

"Transactions  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of  the 
State  of  Maryland."  Ninetieth  Annual  session,  held  at  Balti- 
more, 1888.  John  Morris,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  President;  J.  T. 
Smith,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Secretary. 

"Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Tennessee," 
1888.  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Session,  held  at  Knoxville.  T.  J. 
Happel,  M.  D.,  Trenton,  President;  D.  K.  Nelson,  M.  D.,  Chat- 
tanooga, Secretary. 

"Transactions  of  Colorado  State  Medical  Society,"  1888. 
Eighteenth  Aunual  Session,  held  at  Colorado  Springs.  S.  A. 
Fisk,  M.  D.,  President;  H.  W.  Mclaughlin,  M.  D.,  Denver, 
Secretary. 

"Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  ot  New  Jersey,"  1888. 
Held  at  Schooley's  Mountain.  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sec- 
ond Annual  Session.  H.  Genet  Taylor,  M.  D.,  Camden,  Presi- 
dent; Wm.  Elmer,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Trenton,  Secretary. 


Constipation  in  Pregnancy,  Hemorrhoids,  Etc. — C.  B. 
Horrell,  M.  D. ,  Colchester,  111. ,  says:  '  'After  a  careful  trial  of  Acid 
Mannate,  I  have  no  hesitency  in  recommending  it  as  a  safe  and 
reli  -ble  laxative.  For  ladies  enceinte,  it  is  indeed  a  God-send, 
being  quite  palatable  and  effective.  In  temporary  hemorrhoids 
sometimes  follow  parturition,  my  patients  invariably  acknowledge 
relief  after  one  or  two  doses  of  the  Acid  Mannate  are  adminis- 
tered. 
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"Nutrition  is  the  Physical  Basis  of  Life." 

This  axiom,  formulated  by  the  lamented  Fothergill,  conveys  a  world  of 
meaning  to  the  intelligent  physician.  If  a  food  can  be  obtained  containing 
all  the  elements  necessary  for  the  nourishment  and  support  of  the  body  and 
which  can  also  be  readily  assimulated  under  every  condition  of  disease,  an 
immense  advantage  is  obtained  in  controlling  symptoms  and  restoring 
wasted  tissues.  Mal-nutrition  and  mal-assimilation  are  potent  factors  in  a 
long  train  of  critical  ailments.  Bush's  Fluid  Food  BOVININE,  combines 
in  a  concentrated  form  all  the  extractive  albuminous  properties  of  uncooked 
beef,  together  with  all  its  stimulating  salts.  Dr.  Geo.  D.  Hays,  of  New 
"York  Post  Graduate  School,  in  an  exhaustive  essay  on  Artificial  Alimenta- 
tion, thus  alludes  to  Bovinine:  "Of  the  preparations  of  raw  food  extracts 
one  has  a  clinically  proved  value.  It  is  rich  in  nitrogenous  substances  and 
phosphates.  It  is  readily  digested  and  absorbed,  and  can  be  relied  upon  for 
the  entire  sustenance  of  the  body  for  a  considerable  period."  The  blood 
corpuscles,  which  carry  such  a  wealth  of  vitalizing  power,  are  found  in 
Bovinine  intact,  as  revealed  by  the  microscope,  in  countless  thousands.  B. 
N.  Towle,  M.  D.,  of  Boston,  in  a  notable  paper  on  Raw  Foods,  read  before 
the  American  Medical  Association  at  Washington,  D.  C,  May  6th,  1884,  thus 
refers  to  Bovinine:  "I  have  given  it  to  patients  continually  for  months  with 
•signal  comfort,  especially  in  complicated  cases  of  dyspepsia  attended  by  epi- 
gastric uneasiness  from  inervation,  and  in  nervous  debility  of  long  standing. 
Raw  food  is  equally  adapted  to  acute  lingering  diseases."  In  stomach  and 
intestinal  troubles  of  childhood,  proceeding  from  indigestion,  its  administra- 
tion is  followed  by  marked  benefits,  while  bottle-fed  infants  thrive  wonder- 
fully upon  it,  five  to  fifteen  drops  being  added  to  each  feeding.  A  decided 
change  for  the  better  is  often  seen  in  weakly  infants  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Bovinine  is  palatable  to  the  most  fastidious  taste.  Samples  to  physicians  on 
.application. 

CAREFULLY  PREPARED  BY 
THE  J.  P.  BUSH  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

2  Barclay  S>.,  New  York  City. 
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Messrs.  J.  B.  Lippincott  Company  announce  to  the  profes- 
sion the  publication  of  a  Cyclopaedia  of  the  Diseases  of  Children, 
medical  and  surgical,  by  American,  British  and  Canadian 
authors,  edited  by  John  M.  Keating,  M.  D.,  in  four  imperial 
octavo  volumes;  to  be  sold  by  subscription  only.  The  first 
volume  will  be  issued  early  in  April,  and  the  subsequent  volumes 
at  short  intervals. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  children  is  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  most  physicians,  and  as  this  is  the 
only  work  of  the  kind  that  has  been  published  in  English,  it  will 
be  invaluable  as  a  text-book  and  work  of  reference  for  the  busy 
practitioner. 

W.  J.  Nolam,  M.  D.,  Bridgewater,  Dak.,  writes,  "Please  ex- 
cuse my  delay  in  not  testifying  to  the  remarkable  results  ot  your 
Crystalline  Phosphate.  I  regard  it  as  extremely  valuable  as  a 
fat  producer  and  tonic  agent.  Where  there  is  emacpation  and 
prostration,  its  success  is  particularly  marked.  No  remedy  I 
ever  used  has  given  the  results  this  has,  where  the  obove  condi- 
tions existed." 

For  some  time  I  have  been  using  Syr.  Brom.  Comp.  (Pea- 
cock) exclusively  in  my  practice  in  all  cases  where  Bromides 
are  indicated,  with  the  happiest  results.  This  preparation  cer- 
tainly can  not  be  excelled. 

Jamboree,  Ky.  Wm.  R.  Dotson,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Esguive,  Colonization  physician  to  the  Paris-Lyons-Medi- 
terranean Railroad,  Bon-Medja,  France,  March  28,  1887,  says: 

"I  tried  Bromidia  (Battle)  on  two  cases  of  insomnia,  which  I 
had  already  treated  for  some  time,  with  a  mixture  of  equal  parts 
of  bromide  of  potassium  and  chloral.  I  noticed  that  hypnotic  re- 
sults wrere  produced  with  much  smaller  doses  of  Bromidia  than 
of  the  mixture  of  bromide  and  chloral.  In  a  large  number  of 
cases  it  is  important  not  to  push  too  far  the  quantity  of  bromide 
of  potassium.  On  this  account  I  believe  Bromidia  is  destined  to 
be  of  real  value,  particularly  insomnia  of  cardiac  origin,  and  I 
deem  it  vastly  superior  to  the  simple  mixture  of  bromide  of  potas- 
sium and  chloral." 
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INSANITY— ITS  NATURE  AND  CAUSES. 

By  A.  N.  Denton,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 
Late  Supt.  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Read  at  meeting  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  September  20,  1S88,  and 
ordered  published  in  the  official  Journal- 

ACCORDING  to  promise,  I  again  direct  your  attention 
briefly  to  the  subject  of  insanity.  In  this  paper  only  the 
nature  and  causes  will  be  adverted  to.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to] say  that  I  cannot  compass  the  subject  in  all  its  details,  so 
briefly  as  is  here  necessary. 

Briefly,  insanity  means  a  loss  of  equilibrium  or  correlation  of 
the  mental  faculties  of  man. 

The  subject  is  one  of  profound  interest,  not  only  to  the  meta- 


356 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


physician,  but  to  every  human  being  capable  of  evolving 
a  single  thought.  For  amid  the  myriads  of  mysteries  with 
which  man  is  surrounded,  there  is  none  more  interesting  and 
perplexing  than  the  existence,  nature  and  destiny  of  man  him- 
self. Man's  intense  desire  to  pry  into  and  solve  the  inscrutable 
mysteries  involved  in  the  problem  of  life  is  excusable,  if  not  com- 
mendable. But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  the  relations  ex- 
isting between  the  mind  and  the  pl^sical  system,  except  in  so 
far  as  it  may  elucidate  the  subject  under  discussion.  I  assume 
the  duality  of  man's  existence,  and  that  the  mind,  or  the  soul,  if 
you  will,  is  a  substantial,  though  invisible  and  intangible  entity. 
This  intangible  organism  permeates  and  occupies  every  part  of 
the  physical  organism,  and  the  latter  is  the  counterpart,  or  ex- 
pression of  the  former.  If  the  theory  of  the  duality  of  man's  ex- 
istence is  excluded,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  ac- 
count for  many  of  the  phenomena  observed  in  heredity.  This 
law  of  heredity,  which  is  universal,  and  not  confined  in  its  opera- 
tions to  the  human  race,  as  might  be  supposed,  is  an  important 
factor  in  the  causation  of  insanity.  The  truth  is,  this  is  the 
great  overshadowing  and  predisposing  cause,  whilst  the  multi- 
tude of  other  causes  are  but  immediate  and  exciting.  At  the 
proper  time,  these  exciting  causes  will  be  adverted  to  briefly,  in 
detail.  But  how  is  the  tendency  to  insanity,  or  other  disease, 
transmitted  from  parent  to  children  ?  What  part  does  the  physi- 
cal organism  play  in  the  curious  phenomena  ?  How  much  truth 
is  there  in  the  commonly  accepted  idea  that  the  children  inherit, 
through  the  medium  of  blood,  the  physical  peculiarities  (whether 
of  strength  or  weakness,)  of  their  immediate  ancestors?  Before 
undertaking  to  definitely  answer  these  deeply  interesting 
queries,  I  desire  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  well  known 
physiological  law  of  disintegration,  or  waste  and  supply  of  the 
physical  system.  All  standard  works  on  physiology  teach  that 
waste  and  supply  is  so  rapid  and  complete  as  to  change  every 
atom  composing  the  human  body  several  times  during  the  aver- 
age period  of  a  human  life.  Huxley  says,  "So  constant  and 
universal  is  this  absorption,  waste  and  reproduction,  that  it  may 
be  said  with  perfect  certainty,  that  there  is  left  in  no  one  of  our 
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bodies  at  the  present  moment  a  millionth  part  of  the  matter  of 
which  they  were  originally  formed."  He  also  says,  "Bone  once 
formed  does  not  remain  during  life,  but  is  constantly  disappear- 
ing and  being  replaced  in  all  its  parts."  (Lecture  on  Origin  of 
Species,  p.  28.) 

Dr.  Flint  says,  "It  is  known  that  the  organic  principles  of  the 
body,  which  form  the  basis  of  all  organs  and  tissues,  are  con- 
tinually undergoing  change  as  a  condition  of  existence;  that  they 
do  not  unite  with  any  substance  in  definite  proportions,  but 
their  particles,  after  a  certain  period  of  existence,  degenerate  into 
excrementitious  substances."  (Physiology  of  Man,  Vol.  I,  p. 
474.) 

Citations  from  \  leading  authors  to  this  same  effect  might  be  in- 
■deffinitely  extended,  but  these  are  deemed  sufficient  to  show  the 
absurdity  or  impossibility  of  transmission  of  character  through 
the  blood,  or  other  part  of  the  corporeal  structure,  from  one 
generation  to  another.  It  is  impossible  for  physicists,  who  hold 
to  the  theory  of  transmission  through  or  by  the  corporeal  system, 
to  successfully  meet  this  argument.  It  cannot'be  possible  that 
transmission  [is  thus  effected,  when  it  is  an  universally  admitted 
fact  that  the  body  is  constantly  undergoing  change,  and  is  en- 
tirely disintegrated  and  replaced  about  once  in  ever)-  seven 
years.  Furthermore,  if  the  possibility  of  transmission  of  charac- 
ter and  disease  through  and  by  the  corporeal  system  be  admitted, 
then  the  question  arises,  "How  does  the  father  impress  his  own 
features  and  other  characteristics  upon  his  children  ?  And  why 
does  not  the  mother  exercise  an  overshadowing  influence  in  the 
transmission  of  character  and  disease  to  her  offspring?"  These 
queries  are  suggested  by  the  well  known  fact  that  the  father 
furnishes  not  more  than  one  part  in  one  thousand,  if  so  much,  of 
the  physical  structure  of  the  child,  at  time  of  birth;  all  the  rest 
is  furnished  by  the  mother,  and  for  months  arterwards  its  sole 
source  of  supply  is  from  the  maternal  side.  Why,  then,  I  repeat, 
if  this  is  only  a  physical  problem,  does  not  the  mother  exer- 
cise an  overshadowing  influence  in  stamping  character  and 
disease  upon  the  offspring?  I  need  not  say  that  such  a  result  is 
contrary'  to  universal  experience  and  observation .    That  the 
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father  exercises  at  least  an  equal  power  with  the  mother  in 
stamping  the  progeny  with  the  characteristics  of  both,  is  beyond 
question.  Moreover,  many  cases  have  been  observed  of  trans- 
mission of  the  mental  and  physical  characteristics  of  a  first 
husband,  through  the  mother,  to  the  children  of  a  second 
husband,  after  the  lapse  of  many  years;  and  cases  are  not  want- 
ing to  prove  that  the  mother  has  transmitted  to  her  children  the 
features  and  characteristics  of  her  first  love,  with  whom  she  had 
never  had  sexual  congress.  The  same  law  has  been  observed  to 
operate  amongst  the  lower  animals. 

A  curious  and  striking  instance  illustrative  of  this  principle  is 
related  by  Darwin  in  his  work  on  Origin  of  the  Species :  A  cow 
broke  from  her  pen  and  for  a  day  or  two  during  heat,  was  in  the 
company  of  a  black  and  white  spotted  and  horned  ox.  She  was 
with  much  difficulty  separated  from  him,  and  taken  to  a  bull. 
The  calf  partook  in  an  amazing  degree  of  the  physical  charac- 
teristics of  the  ox,  being  white  and  black  spotted  and  having 
horns,  although  the  mother  and  father  and  immediate  kin  on 
either  side  were  of  uniform  color  and  without  horns.  Here  as 
in  the  cases  of  transmission  of  physical  and  mental  character- 
istics of  a  former  husband  to  the  children  of  a  second,  the 
medium  was  unquestionably  the  mind,  as  the  cow  in  this  case 
could  have  no  sexual  intercourse  with  the  ox,  and  yet  the  off- 
spring was  indelibly  marked  with  his  physical  characteristics. 
Certainly  no  one  will  dispute  that  if  such  ph3rsical  peculiarities 
can  be  transmitted  by  mental  impression  through  some  vital  pro- 
cess, diseases  ma}^  be  bequeathed  in  the  same  inscrutable  way. 

Thus  we  reach  the  inevitable  conclusion  that  the  transmission 
of  diseases  as  well  as  other  physical  and  mental  characteristics 
from  generation  to  generation  is  not  a  physical  but  a  mental  or 
vital  process.  The  same  theory  explains  and  most  satisfactorily 
the  many  monstrosities  and  so  called  marks,  which  have  been 
observed  and  recorded  from  time  immemorial.  That  these  devi- 
ations from  the  usual  course  of  fixed  laws,  are  produced  by  more 
or  less  profound  vital  impressions  upon  the  child  in  utero 
through  the  mental  organism  of  the  mother,  there  is  in  my  judg- 
ment no  room  to  doubt.    Reasoning  from  analogy  and  exclusion 
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the  proposition  seems  fairly  demonstrated.  How  can  we  con- 
ceive of  the  possibility  of  a  leaf,  a  fish  or  a  sample  of  fruit,  being 
fairly  photographed  upon  the  skin  of  the  child  in  utero,  through 
the  physical  organism  of  the  mother  when  we  know  that  the 
circulation  of  the  foetus  is  independent  and  distinct  from  that  of 
the  mother.  Observation  teaches  that  these  marks  are  the  result 
of  exceedingly  transient  causes.  A  single  glance  of  the  mother 
at  some  disgusting  or^revolting  object,  and  a  monstrosity  is  the 
result,  or  even  the  thought  of  and  strong  desire  for  some  object 
causes  it  to  be  photographed  upon  the  skin  of  the  foetus.  That 
these  phenomena  are  not  the  result  of  physical  process  is  certain, 
and  if  this  hypothesis  is  excluded,  as  it  must  be  by  every  think- 
ing creature,  then  they  are  undoubtedly  the  result  of  mental  im- 
pressions; and  that  the  organism,  through  and  by  which  these 
results  are  produced  is  a  substantial  though  invisible  and  intan- 
gible entity,  is  no  less  certain. 

The  theory  that  the  transmission  of  mental  and  physical 
characteristics  from  one  generation  to  another  is  accomplished 
through  the  mental  organism  is  in  harmony  with  what  knowl- 
edge we  possess  as  to  the  nature,  formation  and  development  of 
the  ovum. 

Physiologists  have  not  yet  discovered  even  with  the  aid  of  the 
microscope  any  difference  between  the  ultimate  or  primordial 
cell  of  the  human  ovule  and  that  of  other  living  creatures.  Phys- 
ically, to  all  appearances,  they  are  identical,  and  it  is  quite  prob- 
able that  they  are  alike  in  every  physical  respect.  This  being 
conceded,  why  is  the  human  ovule  after  the  sexual  contact  more 
likely  to  develop  into  the  shape  and  with  attributes  of  a  human 
being  than  into  a  chicken  or  other  specimen  of  lower  animals? 
What  philosopher  is  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  or  even  rational 
answer  to  this  question ,  from  a  purely  physical  standpoint?  No 
reasoning  which  does  not  recognize  the  duality  of  every  living 
creature,  and  the  substantial  nature  of  a  living,  vital  organism, 
and  the  counterpart  of  the  physical,  can  satisfactorily  account 
for  the  differential  development  of  the  vitalized  ovule  during  the 
early  period  of  its  existence  into  the  different  forms  of  living 
creatures. 
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This  power  of  specific  development  from  the  primordial  cell 
into  the  different  forms  of  animal  life  is  a  vital  impression,  writ- 
ten, so  to  speak,  upon  the  vitalized  germ  at  the  moment  of  con- 
ception, and  the  law  of  its  future  development  into  a  specific 
form  is  from  that  moment  fixed. 

If  it  be  objected  that  we  are  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  this  ideal 
organism  or  the  modus  operandi  of  its  action,  I  reply,  so  we  are 
of  electricity  in  all  its  forms,  but  is  there  any  one  so  incredulous 
as  to  doubt  the  existence  of  this  agent,  because  it  cannot  be  seen 
or  felt? 

I  have  thus  somewhat  in  detail,  indicated  my  views  on  the 
subject  of  heredity,  and  the  transmission  of  characteristics  and 
diseases  from  one  generation  to  another.  This  has  been  done, 
not  on  account  of  its  special  applicability  to  the  subject  under 
discussion,  but  for  the  purpose  of  correcting,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
erroneous,  but  commonly  accepted  theory  of  physical  transmis- 
sion. When  we  consider,  however,  the  widespread  or  almost 
universality  of  heredity,  as  a  cause  of  insanity,  these  details  will 
not  be  considered  inappropriate.  I  have  already  said  that  hered- 
ity is  the  great  and  indeed  the  only  predisposing  cause  of  in- 
sanity. Of  its  widely  extended  influence  as  a  cause  there  is  no 
doubt,  but  strange  to  say,  notwithstanding  the  overwhelming 
proof,  and  the  daily  observation  and  experience  of  alienists  every- 
where, confirmatory  of  this  universal  law  of  heredit}r,  like  vac- 
cination, and  on  no  better  grounds,  it  has  its  opponents  who 
positively  deny  either  its  influence  or  existence,  as  a  cause  of  in- 
sanity or  any  other  bodily  or  mental  defect.  Perhaps  the  most 
notable  and  distinguished  of  these  dissentients  was  the  late  Dr. 
Jno.  P.  Gray,  of  Utica,  X.  Y. ,  whose  testimony  before  the  crimi- 
nal court  in  Washington  City  in  the  memorable  case  of  Chas. 
Guiteau,  the  assassin,  excited  the  most  extended  and  generally 
unfavorable  criticism.  That  there  should  be  found  so  distin- 
guished an  alienist  as  Dr.  Gray,  who  should  deny  without 
qualification,  as  the  writer  has  heard  from  his  own  lips,  the  very 
existence  of  heredity  as  a  cause  of  insanity,  is  certainly  a  matter 
of  profound  astonishment  to  a  great  majority  of  the  profession. 
The  contrary  is  so  well  established,  and  almost  universally  ad- 
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initted,  that  I  should  deem  it  a  waste  of  time  to  undertake  to  ad- 
duce aguments  to  sustain  it. 

The  influence  of  heredity  as  a  cause  of  insanity  is  especially 
great  in  the  United  States,  as  compared  with  other  nationalities 
of  the  civilized  world,  as  will  be  explained  when  we  come  to 
consider  the  prevention  of  insanity.  While  it  is  unquestionably 
true  that  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  ot  idiopathic  insanity,  upon 
careful  investigation,  heredity  will  be  found  to  have  been  the  first 
or  primary  cause,  the  idea  is  not  intended  to  be  conveyed,  that 
cases  do  not  arise  independent  of  this  cause.  For  such  instance, 
however,  when  the  system  is  uncontaminated  by  hereditary  taint, 
the  immediate  cause  must  be  more  profound  and  overwhelming, 
and  the  prospect  for  ultimate  and  permanent  recovery  is  more  fa- 
vorable. 

The  exciting  or  immediate  causes  of  insanity,  are  numerous, 
and  seem  to  be  constantly  increasing  with  the  advancing  civiliza- 
tion of  the  age.  The  great  diversity  of  pursuits,  together  with 
the  excitement  and  anxiety  to  grow  rich  and  supply  many  arti- 
ficial wants  and  injurious  luxuries  incident  to  advanced  civiliza- 
tion, are  not  useful  adjuncts  to  the  mental  integrity  of  man. 
The  brain  being  the  throne  of  intelligence,  the  fountain  of 
thought,  it  scarcely  need  be  said  that  upon  its  healthfulness, 
symmetry  and  integrity  depends  normal  mental  action.  As  a 
rule,  any  great  deviation  in  size  or  shape  of  the  brain  from  a 
normal  standard,  will  be  attended  with  corresponding  mental  de- 
fects, and  whether  such  asymmetry  or  other  defect  be  congenital 
or  acquired,  the  corresponding  mental  obliquity  or  asymmetry  is 
the  same.  Or  in  other  words,  it  is  the  physically  defective  who 
are  most  liable  to  insanity,  and  as  a  rule  it  is  this  class  who  fur- 
nish the  bulk  of  the  population  that  fill  our  public  asylums. 
The  prevalent  idea  that  the  best  developed  and  wisest  are  most 
liable  to  insanity  is  extremely  erroreous.  Any  one  entertaining 
such  views  may  be  quickly  cured  of  his  error  by  walking  through 
the  wards  of  one  of  our  public  asylums,  and  attentively  observing 
the  physical  aspect  of  the  inmates.  He  will  be  impressed  with 
the  diminutive  heads,  and  misshapen  bodies  as  well  as  the  general 
asymmetry  of  the  great  majority  of  the  population. 
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Before  passing  to  the  consideration  of  special  or  immediate 
causes  of  insanity  it  will  be  of  interest  to  briefly  glance  at  the 
brain  in  its  normal  condition.  The  student  of  psychology,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  judge  and  comprehend  the  mind  in  its  diseased 
condition,  must  also  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  same  in  a  state 
of  health.  He  must  have  some  knowledge  of  the  physical  struct- 
ures which  combine  to  form  the  cerebrum,  and  contribute  to  its 
healthy  working,  and  it  will  be  interesting  and  useful  to  trace  the 
growth  of  these  structures  from  infancy  to  mature  age.  In  doing 
so  he  will  observe  that  the  growth  and  development  of  the  mental 
faculties  are  as  gradual  as  those  of  the  physical  structure,  but  he 
will  also  observe,  that  in  some  the  mental  development  is  more 
rapid  than  in  others  and  that  it  is  liable  to  be  arrested  in  its  devel- 
opment or  stunted  in  its  growth,  by  interference  in  any  way  with 
physical  growth  and  development,  or  it  may  be  impeded  or  stop- 
ped, by  the  destruction  or  imperfection  of  organs,  as  in  blindness 
or  deafness.  The  brain  is  made  of  nerve  cells  and  nerve  fibres,  of 
a  substance  in  which  the  cells  are  imbedded,  called  neuraglia,  of 
blood  vessels  and  lymphatics.  The  cells  are  gathered  into  centre 
or  convolutions,  and  are  the  seat  of  intelligence.  The  fibres  are 
the  conducting  media,  which  communicate  with  or  lead  from  the 
convolutions  to  organs  of  special  sense  to  the  sensary  ganglia, 
and  to  the  convolutions  of  the  other  hemisphere. 

Modern  science  is  endeavoring  to  throw  additional  light  on 
the  workings  of  this  n^-sterious  laboratory  of  human  thought. 
At  present  we  only  know  that  in  the  gray  cellular  structure  of 
these  convolutions,  thought  and  reason  reside  and  judgment  sits 
enthroned.  Since  this  discovery,  which  now  seems  settled,  it 
has  naturally  occurred  to  scientists  that  since  the  gray  matter  of 
the  convolutions  is  the  only  seat  of  reason  and  intelligence, 
mental  power  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  gray 
matter,  or  extent  and  depth  of  the  convolutions.  It  will  require 
further  experiment  and  observation  to  sustain  this  inference,  but 
experience,  thus  far,  seems  to  point  to  its  confirmation.  My  own 
experience  and  observation,  which  extends  over  a  considerable 
field,  lead  me  to  the  endorsement  of  the  theory.  For  many 
years  I  have,  from  experience,  been  led  to  believe  that  the  injury 
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of  the  convolutions,  or  the  destruction  of  the  gray  cellular  mat- 
ter, from  whatever  source,  is  more  apt  to  produce  mental  dis- 
turbance than  a  similar  injury  or  destruction  of  the  white,  or 
fibrous  matter.  Further  experiment  and  observation  on  an  ex- 
tended scale  is  needed  to  fully  establish  this  hypothesis,  but  the 
probability  of  its  truth  is  strongly  impressed  upon  the  mind  of 
the  author  of  this  paper.  Concerning  the  physiology  of  the 
blood  supply  to  the  brain,  there  is  also  some  doubt  and  specula- 
tion. We  know  that  the  internal  carotid  and  vertebral  arteries, 
forming  the  circle  of  Willis,  is  the  principle  source  of  supply. 
The  terminations  of  these  vessels  ramify  in  the  pia  mater,  and 
thence  in  the  brain  substance,  the  gray,  or  cellular  structure  re- 
ceiving much  the  larger  supply.  To  the  student  of  psychology, 
however,  the  most  interesting  subject  connected  with  the  blood 
supply  to  the  brain  is  the  vaso-motor  sj-stem  of  nerves,  which 
contracts  and  regulates  the  blood  supply.  A  strong  impression 
exists  at  this  time  in  the  minds  of  many  alienists,  that  insanity, 
in  its  early  or  acute  stages,  consists  in  little  else  than  increased 
blood  supply  to  the  gray  cellular  structure  of  the  convolutions. 
Upon  what  does  this  condition  depend?  Evidently  upon  some 
failure  of  function  of  the  vaso-motor  system.  But  as  to  the 
causes  of  this  failure,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  we  are  yet  in 
the  dark.  The  truth  is,  that  much  is  yet  to  be  learned  before 
the  pathology  of  insanity  can  be  certainly  stated. 

By  some  observers  the  lymphatics  are  believed  to  play  an  im- 
portant part  ns  a  factor  in  the  production  of  insanity.  The  sup- 
position is  that  these  important  vessels  in  certain  cases  fail  to 
remove  the  waste  of  disintegration  of  the  tissues,  and  thus  the 
brain  becomes  burdened  and  poisoned  with  excrementitious 
matter,  and  its  healthful  equilibrium  is  destroyed.  This  failure 
of  functions  on  the  part  of  the  lymphatics  may  be  brought  about 
in  many  ways:  by  an  occlusion  of  the  caliber  of  these  vessels; 
by  syphilitic  deposits,  or  from  other  causes.  Even  the  stroma 
or  neuraglia  of  the  brain  which  seems  to  be  without  function, 
except  to  serve  as  a  kind  of  frame  work  to  sustain  the  cellular 
structure,  is  charged  by  some  with  an  important  agency  in  the 
production  of  insanity.    Observers  have  noticed  the  increase  of 
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this  structure  in  diseased  brains,  which  probably  only  points  to 
an  hypertrophy  of  a  lower  tissue  at  the  expense  of  a  higher. 
Passing  to  the  functions  of  the  brain,  we  reach  the  most  interest- 
ing field  for  investigation,  but  unfortunately  man  with  all  his 
enthusiasm  and  thirst  for  knowledge,  has  only  been  able  to  pene- 
trate to  a  very  limited  depth,  in  this  direction,  beyond  which 
arises  a  barrier  that  seems  to  be  impassable.  The  exact  nature 
of  the  relation  existing  between  mind  and  the  physical  system  is 
unknown  and  probably  not  to  be  discovered  through  the  unaided 
faculties  of  man.  Mind  implies  feeling,  consciousness,  sensa- 
tion. But  as  the  student  of  mind  has  no  consciousness  or  feel- 
ing except  his  own,  how  is  he  to  investigate,  and  study  the  minds 
of  others?  Certainly  the  subjective  examination  of  ourselves  is 
as  inadequate  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  diseased  mind,  as 
objective  observation  is  to  explain  the  nature  of  mind  in  general. 
By  using  the  subjective  method  of  observation  as  our  key,  we 
may  then  objectively  examine  the  mental  characteristics  of 
others,  and  thus  in  a  measure  we  may  acquaint  ourselves  with, 
the  growth  and  development,  disease  and  decay  of  mind  and 
form  approximately  at  least,  a  correct  opinion  as  to  mental  de- 
viations from  a  normal  standard. 

We  learn  by  observation  that  muscular  movements  brought 
about  by  nerve  functions  in  infancy  is  automatic  or  instinctive. 

These  movements  are  not  effected  in  obedience  to  the  will  and 
directed  by  a  higher  intelligence,  which  comes  by  future  progress 
and  development  in  after  j-ears.  These  primary  automatic  move- 
ments are  only  in  a  very  slight  degree  attended  by  consciousness. 
But  in  harmony  with  the  growth  of  the  body,  the  mental  organ- 
ism is  slowly  developed;  and  memory  that  great  store-house  of 
the  mind,  begins  to  be  manifested,  and  ideas  are  formed.  By 
memory  we  are  enabled  to  store  away  the  experiences  of  the  past 
for  future  use;  not  only  our  own  experience  but  that  of  others. 
Here  I  again  record  my  dissent  from  the  theory  taught  by  lead- 
ing physiologists,  as  to  the  methods  by  which  the  experiences  of 
the  past  are  retained  for  future  use. 

It  is  claimed  and  taught,  to  be  a  purely  ph3Tsical  process: 
that  these  incidents  or  experiences,  are  stored  away  in  the  vari- 
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ous  centres,  and  that  by  means  of  nerve  fibres,  they  are  united 
into  groups,  forming  an  exceedingly  complex  system. 

Without  wearying  you  by  lengthy  quotations,  I  may  state  in 
brief  that  the  clear  inference  is,  from  an  attentive  perusal  of  the 
standard  works  on  physiology,  that  the  mental  impressions,  of 
whatever  nature,  which  constitute  memory,  is  by  some  molecular, 
or  other  species  of  change,  stamped  upon  the  physical  structure 
of  the  brain,  and  retained  for  an  indefinite  time  for  future  use. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  many  of  these  impressions  are  re- 
tained, and  that  vividly,  and  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation, 
during  almost  the  entire  period  of  a  long  human  life.  It  is 
therefore  manifest  that  if  these  impressions  were  purely  physical, 
by  any  species  of  molecular  change  in  the  brain  centers,  however 
bright  the  picture  may  be  in  the  beginning,  it  must  inevitably 
be  blotted  out,  utterly  expunged,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 
No  sophistry  of  reasoning  can  avoid  this  result,  if  the  doctrine  of 
disintegration,  waste  and  supply  of  the  physical  system  is  true. 
This  theory  has  already  been  adverted  to  in  the  earlier  pages  of 
this  paper,  and  need  not  be  further  elaborated  here.  Suffice  to 
say,  that  the  physical  theory  or  process  is  totally  inadequate  to 
account  for  these  phenomena  of  mental  retention  of  past  ex- 
periences for  future  use,  which  we  call  memory,  and  this  hypoth- 
esis being  excluded,  we  are  driven  to  the  only  other  rational  ex- 
planation, that  these  impressions  are  made  upon  and  retained  by 
an  intangible  but  substantial  mental  organism.  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt, nor  claim  the  ability  to  explain  the  manner  or  method  by 
which  these  impressions  are  made  and  retained.  The  facts, 
however,  remain,  and  cannot  be  successfully  controverted.  Like 
many  of  the  phenomena  incident  to  the  workings  of  other  in- 
tangible substances  of  nature,  such  as  electricity,  light,  et  csetera, 
we  are  unable  to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  as  to  the  method 
of  their  production;  but  of  results  we  can  form  a  correct  opinion. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  a  normal  mental  condition  cannot  exist 
without  a  corresponding  healthful  condition  of  the  physical  sys- 
tem, and  especially  of  the  brain.  Striking  illustrations  of  this 
principle  are  observed  in  certain  pathological  conditions  of  the 
brain  in  which  the  memory  is  completely  expunged,  as  in  case 
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of  softening  at  certain  points,  in  the  gray  matter  of  the  convo- 
lutions. In  other  cases  a  variety  of  amnesia  is  produced,  which 
consists  in  a  curious  inordination  of  the  faculties  of  the  memory. 
In  this  condition  the  patient  frequently  substitutes  wrong  words 
for  those  he  wishes  to  use.  For  instance,  if  he  wishes  a  knife,  he 
asks  for  a  hat  or  other  object.  In  severe  cases  of  this  kind,  the 
patient  is  incapable  of  framing  a  sentence  expressing  the  idea 
which  he  wishes  to  convey.  For  the  growth  and  healthful  de- 
velopment of  the  mind,  all  the  conditions  of  physical  health  are 
necessary.  If  there  is  any  physical  defect  at  birth  or  subsequent 
injury  involving  an  arrest  of  physical  development,  the  mind 
suffers  in  a  corresponding  degree,  and  idiocy  or  insanity  may  be 
the  result.  In  such  cases  there  is  no  record,  or  perhaps  there  is 
only  an  imperfect  record,  of  the  experiences  of  life,  and  therefore 
an  inability  to  learn,  or  use  to  advantage  the  imperfect  impres- 
sions of  past  experiences.  If  growth  and  development  of  the 
physical  system  proceeds  normally  to  mature  age,  a  normal 
mind  is  the  result.  Supposing  this  result  to  have  been  attained, 
what  are  the  special  conditions  necessary  to  the  production  of 
disordered  mind,  or  insanity?  The  answer  to  this  query  involves 
the  consideration  of  the  special  or  immediate  causes  of  insanity, 
which  will  be  adverted  to  on  a  future  occasion. 


REPORT  OF  FIYE  CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA,  WITH  REMARKS. 


By  F.  A.  Schmitt,  M.  D.,  Shulknburg,  Texas. 


n  a  former  paper — a  translation  from  the  German — the  view 


1  was  taken,  that  diphtheria  is  a  local  disease,  becoming  general 
afterwards  ;  that  the  diphtheritic  poison  finds  a  favorable  '  'nidus" 
in  the  mucosa  of  the  throat — there  rapidly  multiplying — and  that 
constitutional  symptoms  supervene  only  after  the  epithelial 
banier  is  broken  down,  the  denuded  surface  allowing  the  poison 
free  access  into  the  circulation. 
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Five  cases,  all  occurring  in  the  same  family — an  epidemic  on  a 
small  scale,  as  it  were — two  resulting  fatally,  three  recovering,  will 
give  additional  evidence  as  to  this,  and  besides  will  demonstrate 
anew  the  necessity  of  early  treatment. 

The  child  of  Mr.  E.,  a  farmer  living  six  miles  in  the  country, 
complained  of  sore  throat.  During  the  first  24  hours  some  house- 
hold remedies  were  used.  The  child  getting  worse,  it  was  decid- 
ed to  send  for  me,  their  family  physician.  Unfortunately  was  the 
messenger  on  entering  town  informed  that  I  was  absent  from 
town  and  no  other  physician  present.  Instead  of  inquiring  at  my 
office,  he  proceeded  to  the  nearest  drug  store  to  get  a  throat  wash 
for  the  little  patient.  Thus  many  hours  more  were  consumed, 
and  when  I  arrived  on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  the  child  was  in  a 
hopeless  asthenic  condition  and  died  the  next  day. 

The  people  were  poor  as  far  as  wordly  means  are  concerned,  but 
they  were  recompensed  by  having  quite  a  number  of  children, 
they  ranging  from  the  tender  age  of  a  few  months  to  nine  or  ten 
years  and  all  occupying  and  sleeping  in  the  same  room. 

Although  no  others  were  complaining  at  the  time,  I  took  the 
precaution  of  examining  their  throats;  failing  to  detect  any  abnor- 
mal condition  in  any  of  them,  I  contented  myself  by  prescribing 
what  may  be  termed  a  prophylatic  remedy  :  R.  Tr.  Iron  mur. 
Potass,  chlor.  aa  two  drachms,  water  four  ounces;  with  directions 
to  use  as  a  gargle  two  or  three  times  a  day  excepting  only  the  in- 
fant. 

Two  weeks  afterwards  the  second  child  was  attacked,  but  owing 
to  a  creek  being  up,  I  could  not  be  notified  until  late  on  the  third 
day ;  even  then  it  was  hazardous  for  me  to  cross  the  stream,  but  I 
managed  to  get  to  the  other  side. 

I  found  the  little  patient —  a  girl  five  years  of  age — in  a  worse 
condition  than  the  first — dying,  and  two  others  feverish,  with 
characteristic  diphtheritic  patches  on  their  tonsils.  I  at  once  sub- 
jected those  to  rigid  local  and  general  treatment.  A  mixture, 
containing  equal  parts  of  Tr.  Chlor.  Iron,  Glycerine,  Chlor. 
Potass,  and  water  I  immediately  applied  with  a  sponge  probang. 
Besides  I  gave  them  internally  10  drops  of  the  same  mixture  but 
slightly  diluted  and  to  be  repeated  every  two  hours.  Twenty-four 
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hours  afterwards  fever  and  exudation  had  disappeared  and  no  un- 
favorable symptoms  supervened. 

A  week  later  I  was  again  called  to  the  bedside  of  another  victim, 
but  fortunately  soon  enough  to  leave  a  chance  for  a  favorable 
termination.  Although  constitutional  symptoms — the  thermom- 
eter registered  102^ — had  supervened,  and  poisonous  exuda- 
tions visible  over  both  tonsils,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
child  recover. 

I  ordered  the  child  to  be  given,  and  to  be  repeated  every  two 
hours,  ten  drops  of  Mur.  Tr.  of  Iron,  and  six  grains  of 
quinine,  in  addition  to  topical  treatment  as  above  stated.  On 
my  next  visit,  sixteen  hours  afterwards,  I  found  the  child  with 
marked  cinchonism,  but  without  fever  and  diphtheritic  exuda- 
tions, and  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

As  there  had  been  no  similar  case  in  the  neighborhood,  I 
could  not  trace  the  origin  of  the  epidemic,  but  the  cabin  had 
formerly  been  occupied  by  negroes,  some  of  whom,  as  my  black 
informant  told  me,  had  died  of  throat  disease.  The  cabin  was 
undergoing  repairs  at  the  time,  and  the  dormant  germ  may  have 
been  disturbed. 

I  conclude  my  report  with  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  the 
"modus  operandi"  of  the  remedies  used: 

We  know  that  nature  attempts  to  interpose  a  barrier,  by  the  re- 
active inflammation  set  up  at  the  seat  of  the  lodgement  of  the 
virus,  by  thickening  the  epithelium  and  by  enlarging  the  nearest 
lymphatic  glands  so  as  to  check  nitration  through  their  interior 
tubes  ;  but  we  also  know  that  these  efforts  on  the  part  of  nature 
are  often  fertile  or  that  these  natural  barriers  in  the  course  of  time 
become  broken  down  and  the  poison  is  given  free  access  into  the 
general  circulation. 

Reasoning  thus,  our  efforts  should  be  directed  in  endeavoring 
to  assist  nature  in  its  wise,  but  futile  attempts  at  interposition; 
and  in  my  humble  opinion  is  the  action  of  the  Tr.  of  Iron  largely 
due  to  its  coagulating  influence,  or  in  the  language  of  Trousseau: 
"To  the  modification  it  exercises  on  the  character  of  the  surfaces 
covered  with  diphtheritic  exudation."  Again,  we  know,  that 
quinia  exerts  the  most  powerful  action  of  all  the  parasiticides  in 
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malaria,  and  we  know  by  experience  that  large  doses  of  this  drug- 
exercise  a  deleterious  effect  upon  the  poison  of  diphtheria. 

If  then,  small  quantities  of  the  virus  have  gained  access  into 
the  blood — ushered  in  by  but  slight  acceleration  of  temperature, — 
we  have  by  the  administration  of  heroic — (comparatively)  doses 
of  quinine  a  probable  means  of  ridding  the  blood  of  these  few 
advanced  invaders,  and  gain  time  to  guard  against  renewed  inva- 
sion. 


^Society  J^otes. 


TRAVIS  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Stated  meeting  held  in  Austin,  February  21st,  1889. 

Dr.  Duffau  in  the  chair.  In  absence  of  the  paper  on  erysipelas, 
which  was  to  have  been  read  at  this  meeting,  Dr.  M.  A.  Taylor 
was  invited  to  make  some  remarks  upon  that  subject.  He 
thoroughly  reviewed  the  clinical  history,  pathological  character 
and  treatment  of  the  disease.  He  thought  the  cause  a  specific 
one,  and  that  germicides  should  be  used  externally;  preferred 
hyposulphite  of  soda,  20  to  30  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  or  a 
weak  solution  of  permanganate  of  potassa.  He  has  no  faith  in 
the  efficiency  of  caustics  to  check  the  spread  of  the  inflammation 
when  applied  to  the  healthy  skin  near  the  line  of  demarcation. 
Internally,  after  the  action  of  a  saline  cathartic,  he  relies  princi- 
pally upon  the  mur.  tr.  of  iron  in  large  doses. 

Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin  said  the  question  was  settled  beyond 
controversy,  that  erysipelas  is  a  contagious,  infectious  disease, 
and  laid  stress  upon  the  necessity  of  the  unsparing  use  of  disin- 
fectants by  practitioners,  while  in  attendance  upon  puerperal 
women,  or,  better  still,  abandon  their  obstetrical  practice  while 
attending  cases  of  erysipelas.  The  tincture  of  the  chloride  of 
iron,  and  quinine  with  some  germicidal  application  to  the  seat  of 
the  disease;  preferably,  naphthalin,  20  or  30  grains  to  the  ounce, 
in  some  ointment,  is  the  specific  treatment. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Litten  remarked  that  he  fully  agreed  with  the  gen- 
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tlemen  who  spoke  before  him,  as  to  the  treatment  of  erysipelas. 
His  favorite  local  remedy  was  oxide  of  zinc,  sprinkled  on  dry; 
renew  the  application  as  it  becomes  moistened  by  the  exudations ; 
keep  up  the  powers  of  the  patient  by  good  food  and  stimulate  if 
indicated. 

Dr.  Smith  called  attention  to  one  condition  in  this  affection, 
which  writers  generally  fail  to  mention;  e.  g.,  enlarged  lymphat- 
ic glands. 

The  simple  form  where  the  deeper  structures  are  not  involved, 
usually  yields  kindly  to  treatment,  but  where  erysipelas  occurs 
as  a  complication,  or  in  cachectic  conditions,  a  result  of  surgery 
or  other  traumatism,  or  involves  deep  seated  organs,  the  progno- 
sis is  not  favorable.  Externally,  he  applies  the  following  oint- 
ment to  the  affected  parts,  and  claims  that  it  will  ease  the  pain,, 
reduce  the  inflammation  and  swelling  in  a  few  hours  : 


B  Acid,  boracici  3ss. 

Tr.  opii  deod. 

Ext.  bellad.  fld  3j. 
Ol  sassafras 

01  camphorae  aa  gtt.  xvj. 

Ongt.  Zinci  ox.  3  i j . 
M.  et  fiat  ongt. 


Internally,  he  restores  the  secretions,  stimulates  the  appetite 
for  food  by  the  judicious  use  of  the  vegetable  alteratives.  No 
specifics;  he  gives  the  sulphide  of  arsenic  1-55  of  a  grain,  t.  i.  a. 
and  the  s}Tr.  of  hypophospite  of  soda  in  drachm  doses. 

He  regards  good  feeding  as  the  principal  part  of  the  treatment; 
not  given  in  small  quantities  at  short  intervals,  but  a  suitable 
kind  in  as  large  proportion  as  can  be  managed  at  regular  meal 
times.  Thinks  the  principal  virtue  of  mur.  tr.  of  iron,  is  its  hy- 
drochloric acid. 

Dr.  Bennett  thought  good  results  may  be  obtained  from  the 
use  of  fluid  extract  of  jaborandi  in  20  or  30  minim  doses.  When 
the  inflammation  extends  to  the  cellular  tissue,  he  advised  the 
deep  injection  of  bichloride  of  mercury  near  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion, to  stop  the  spreading.  He  had  checked  it  by  painting  the 
surface  with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver. 
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Dr.  Tyner  thought  that  all  cases  of  erysipelas  were  traumatic, 
in  the  sense  that  the  specific  cause  must  enter  the  body  from  the 
outside.  The  deeper  tissues  of  the  orbital  cavities  are  occasion- 
ally invaded;  this  complication  may  be  detected  by  deviation  of 
the  eyeball  or  other  symptoms  indicating  extra-ocular  pressure; 
in  such  cases  incisions  should  be  made. 

Dr.  Denton  was  appointed  to  write  a  paper  for  the  next  meet- 
ing, March  7th,  to  be  entitled  ''The^Menopause." 

The  society  adjourned. 

B.  F.  Church,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


CHEROKEE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Cherokee  County  Medical  Association  held  its  fourth 
quarterly  meeting  at  Rusk,  Texas,  January  1,  1889.  Dr. 
McCord,  the  President,  in  the  chair,  and  in  absence  of  the  Secre- 
retary,  Dr.  J.  K.  Frazier  was  elected  Secretary  pro  tern.  The 
attendance  was  less  than  usual  owing  to  sickness,  but  neverthe- 
less there  was  much  interest  manifested.  After  disposing  of  the 
minutes  of  last  meeting,  the  report  of  the  standing  committee  on 
collective  investigation  was  called  for,  but  on  motion  was  post- 
poned until  after  the  reading  of  the  essays. 

The  President  read  his  quarterly  address  with  such  recommen- 
dations as  he  thought  proper.  His  address  was  terse,  practical, 
pointed  and  very  interesting  to  the  association.  Prominent 
among  his  recommendations,  (after  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year,)  was  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
confer  and  act  with  the  State  committee  on  medical  legislation. 
On  motion  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  J.  N.  B.  Guinn,  J.  K. 
Sturdevant  and  W.  G.  Jameson,  were  appointed  to  consider  the 
suggestions  as  set  forth  in  the  President's  message.  On  motion 
a  recess  was  taken  until  halt  past  one. 

At  half  past  one  the  house  was  called  to  order,  Dr.  McCord  in  , 
the  chair.    The  committee  on  credentials  reported  the  applica- 
tion and  acceptance  of  Dr.  C.  Cannon.    On  motion  the  applica- 
tion was  received. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  suggestions  made  by 
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the  President  in  his  message,  reported  favorably  and  argued  the 
adoptiou  of  same.  As  a  committee  on  medical  legislation  the 
chair  appointed  Dr.  J.  N.  B.  Guinn,  of  Alto,  Guinn,  of  Rusk, 
Collins,  Frazier,  and  on  motion  he  was  added  also.  Dr.  J.  N.  B. 
Guinn  read  a  very  interesting  paper  on  pneumonia,  and  as  the 
committee  on  collective  investigation  had  investigated  the  sub- 
ject of  pneumonia  also,  it  was  agreed  that  the  committee  report 
and  have  both  papers  discussed  at  once;  in  the  mean  time,  Dr. 
Jameson  made  an  exhaustive  and  interesting  report  for  the  com- 
mittee. Dr.  McCord  also  read  a  minority  report,  which  was 
specially  interesting  to  the  association,  taking  high  and  firm 
grounds  against  the  pestiferous  little  bugs,  spoken  of  by  Klebbs 
and  others. 

Drs.  McCord,  Guinn,  of  Alto,  Guinn,  of  Rusk,  Jameson  and 
Smith,  participated  in  the  discussion  of  these  papers.  Dr.  Frazier 
read  an  able  paper  on  catarrhal  fever,  which  evoked  a  lively  dis- 
cussion by  Drs.  McCord,  Jameson  and  Guinn.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  for  the  writers  of  the  papers  and  to  the  committee  on 
collective  investigation.  On  motion  it  was  resolved  that  the 
President  appoint  a  committee  of  three  on  collective  investiga- 
tion, one  from  each  town  and  vicinity,  and  on  motion  the  Presi- 
dent was  added,  after  which  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  resulted  as  follows: 

J.  N.  B.  Guinn,  President;  First  Vice  President,  Dr.  Collins; 
Second  Vice  President,  Dr.  Spring;  Third  Vice  President,  Dr. 
Boston;  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  H.  Evans;  Assistant  Secretary,  Dr. 
W.  G.  Jameson. 

The  committee  on  appointment  of  essayist  for  next  metting, 
reported  as  follows: 

Dr.  A.  W.  Boston,  subject — Cholera-Infantum;  Dr.  J.  H. 
Evant,  subject — Puerperal  Eclampsia;  Dr.  B.  F.  Brittain,  subject 
— Empyema;  Dr.  J.  F.  Johnson,  subject — Cramp;  Dr.  McCord 
t  made  a  beautiful  retiring  address,  giving  a  concise  and  instruct- 
ive history  of  our  young  association  whose  tendency  for  improve- 
ment both  socially  and  professionally  is  onward  and  upward, 
and  though  the  child  is  less  than  one  year  old,  by  the  guidance 
of  its  God  Father  and  his  willing  coadjutors  it  is  walking.  Dr. 
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Guinn  in  assuming  his  responsibilities   as  presiding  officer, 
thanked  the  members  in  appropriate  terms  for  the  honor  con- 
ferred, and  appointed  a  committee  on  credentials,  consisting  of 
Drs.  Wilson,  Smith  and  Frank  Fuller. 
Minutes  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned  until  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing, which  is  to  be  held  in  Alto  the  first  Thursday  in  April, 
1889.  J.  K.  Frazier,  M.  D.,  Secretary  Pro  tern. 

For  J.  H.  Evans,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


The  Austin  District  Medical  Society  will  hold  its  sixth 
quarterly  meeting  in  Austin,  Texas,  March  21st  inst.  The  fol- 
lowing papers  will  be  read  and  discussed  : 

"  Vis  Medicatrix  Naturae,  how  far  the  physician  should  trust 
to  it,  etc,"  by  J.  W.  Harrison,  M.  D.,  of  Dripping  Springs.  The 
discussion  will  be  opened  by  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen.  "  A  report 
of  a  case  of  Aneurism  of  the  Abdominal  Aorta,  with  Post  Mor- 
tem," by  Frank  P.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  of  Austin  ;  discussion 
opened  by  Dr.  W.  P.  Flemming,  of  Georgetown.  "Carbolic  Acid 
Poisoning,  with  Treatment,"  by  W.  T.  Richmond,  M.  D.,  of 
Manor  ;  dicussion  opened  by  Dr.  Sam  Cunningham,  of  Elgin. 
"Opium  Poisoning,  with  Treatment,"  by  W.  A.  Morris,  M.  D. 
discussion  opened  by  Dr.  H.  L.  Hardy,  of  Paige.  "  Mastoid 
Abscesses,"  by  T.  J.  Tyner,  M.  D.,  of  Austin  ;  discussion  opened 
by  Dr.  W.  H.  Way,  of  Austin.  "Insanity  Continued,  Special 
or  Immediate  Causes,"  by  A.  N.  Denton,  M.  D.,  of  Austin  ;  dis- 
cussion opened  by  Dr.  John  Preston,  of  Lunatic  Asylum.  "For- 
eign Bodies  in  the  Air  Passages,"  by  G.  W.  Christian,  M.  D.,  of 
Burnet  ;  discussion  opened  by  Dr.  G.  B.  Underhill,  of  New 
Braunfels.  Voluntary  papers  and  reports  of  cases  are  always  in 
order. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  list  of  papers,  that  an  inter- 
esting and  attractive  programme  is  in  waiting  for  the  meeting, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  safe  to  say  a  good  time  will  be  had.  Every 
physician  who  is  accessible  to  Austin  should  avail  himself  of  the 
profits  and  pleasures  of  these  meetings.    There  have  never  been 
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less  than  thirty  in  attendance  at  any  meeting,  and  the  Society  is 
now  fifty-four  strong  and  flourishing. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Morris  is  president,  and  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett,  secre- 
tary. 

Papers  to  be  Read  before  the  Section  on  Gynecology  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  in  San  Antonio 
on  April  23rd  next,  will  now  be  appreciatively  received  by  either 
of  the  undersigned. 

No  paper  will  be  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Section  unless  it  or 
its  title,  with  an  epitome  of  its  contents,  has  been  in  the  hands  of" 
either  the  chairman  or  the  secretary  previous  to  that  time. 

B.  K.  Hadra,  M.  D., 
Chairman  Section  on  Gynecology, 

Geo.  H.  Lee,  M.  D.,  Secy.  Galveston,  Texas. 


The  Alabama  Medical  Association  will  meet  in  Mobile  April 
9th  prox. 


j^ULLINGS   FROM  j^ONTEMPORARIES. 


AMERICAN  EDUCATIONAL  J0URXALIS3I. 


Dr.  T.  C.  Minor,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Cincinnati  Lancet- 
Clinic,  relieves  his  mind  in  the  following  strong,  if  not  elegant, 
language  : 

"For  several  months  past  the  leading  journals  of  civilization 
(?)  in  the  country,  i.  e.y  Harper's  and  the  Century,  have  devoted 
much  of  their  advertising  space  to  patent  medicines  and  quack 
professional  cards.  As  the  exponents  of  the  culture  they  repre- 
sent and  the  educational  purposes  the}r  serve,  their  advertise- 
ments, it  may  be  taken  for  granted,  afford  a  correct  index  as  to 
the  intelligence  of  their  readers,  who,  it  is  safe  to  presume,  are 
governed  by  the  medical  advice  of  the  able  editors. 

"Among  the  numerous  nostrums,  largely  billed  and  illustrated, 
may  be  taken,  as  an  example,  a  preparation  known  as  'Recamie 
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Cream,'  a  thing  that  Adelina  Patti  Nicolini — she  of  two  or  three 
husband  fame — and  other  women  of  similar  moral  character,  cry 
after;  even  that  much-manned  old  French  frigate,  Sarah  Bern- 
hardt, weeps  for  joy  when  she  pastes  this  delightful  bichloride 
preparation  on  her  pimpled  cheek  and  fires  off  a  broadside  of  bad 
French  eulogy. 

"  It  was  Rasselas,  prince  of  Abyssinia,  who  exclaimed:  'Ye 
who  listen  with  credulity  to  the  whispers  of  fancy,  and  pursue 
with  eagerness  the  phantoms  of  hope,  who  expect  that  age  will 
perform  the  promises  of  youth  and  the  deficiencies  of  the  present 
day  will  be  supplied  by  to-morrow,  listen  to  the  story  of  Ras- 
selas.' This  story  may  be  found  fully  set  forth  in  the  advertis- 
ing of  'Recamier's  Cream'  and  a  preparation  known  as  'Vita 
Nuova;'  for  artistic  lying  the  writer  of  these  cards  could  give 
Ananias  points  and  then  treble  discount  him.  In  order  to  do 
this,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  popular 
actress  of  ill-repute  and  the  talented  preacher  of  God's  holy 
word — a  strange  combination,  forsooth,  but  one  that  always  hits 
that  most  easily  gulled  of  all  human  beings,  the  so-called  bright 
American,  the  principal  patron  and  worshiper  of  humbuggery — 
for  in  America  religion  and  the  stage,  with  patent  medicine, 
wander  together  hand  in  hand,  seeking  to  delude  the  dear  people, 
who  are  a  fair  prey  for  the  average  impostor.  Pick  up  any  re- 
ligious or  temperance  paper  in  the  country,  and  there  you  will 
find  'Bitters'  that  contain  alcohol,  and  the  'Opium  Antidote' 
that  is  saturated  with  morphine.  Without  such  'ads. '  theological 
journals  would  not  thrive  in  the  United  States;  and  this  tendency 
to  perpetuate  fraud  through  unscrupulous  jornalism  has  now  ex- 
tended like  a  pestilence  to  the  lay  journals  of  the  land.  The 
mischief  wrought  by  these  foul  destroyers  of  soul,  mind  and  body 
is  incalculable;  they  are  corruptors  of  morality,  the  insidious 
iconoclasts  of  public  virtue,  and  the  paid  agents  of  vice;  the 
price  of  the  'ad. '  soothes  each  drowsy  conscience  in  a  land  where 
the  struggle  is  for  wealth,  no  matter  how  close  the  victim  grazes 
the  penitentiary  bars  in  the  pursuit  of  gain.  The  religious 
journals  have  for  years  been  panderers  to  the  venders  of  abortive 
remedies;  Christ  is  crucified  in  one  column  and  pennyroyal  and 
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cotton-wood  pills  praised  on  the  opposite  page.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  physicians,  year  by  year,  are  evidencing  a  wider  tendency 
to  denounce  religious  and  so-called  moral  journalism.  The  most 
sensational  morning  journal  in  the  country  would  modestly 
shrink  from  publishing  the  filthy  'ads.'  found  in  some  of  the  re- 
ligious weeklies  of  the  United  States,  wmere  the  'retired  clergy- 
man, mined  by  early  indiscretions,'  etc.,  publishes  his  card  with 
the  holy  address  of  'Bible  House,'  New  York. 

' '  It  seems  to  be  a  popular  belief  that  the  regular  medical  pro- 
fession objects  to  patent  medicine  because  it  interferes  with  their 
practice;  such  is  not  the  case,  for  these  nostrums  are  largely  re- 
sponsible for  the  Bright' s  disease  and  bladder  troubles  of  this 
country.  Every  dozen  bottles  of  patent  medicine  sold  over  the 
druggist's  counter  makes  a  patient  for  the  doctor.  It  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  cure  disease  oftentimes,  but  the  present  epidemic  of  patent 
medicine  damphoolery,  nurtured  and  fostered  in  the  interests  of 
the  various  churches  of  America,  should  be  restrained.  If 
clergymen  desire  respect  for  their  calling,  they  should  preach 
what  they  practice.  The  'Bitters'  in  the  study  closet,  while 
an  aid  to  preparing  the  usual  dull  Sunday  sermon,  have  enough 
alcohol  in  them  to  induce  the  clerical  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  or 
theological  brain  softening,  which  seems  to  be  a  common  com- 
plaint just  at  the  present  period." 


There's  a  Good  Time  a  Coming. — The  City  council  of  San 
Antonio  have  appropriated  $500  to  aid  the  local  committee  of 
arrangements  in  providing  entertainment  for  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association,  which  wall  meet  in  that  city  on  23d  prox. 
In  addition,  the  citizens  have  subscribed  liberally,  and  we  under- 
stand a  large  fund  has  been  raised.  There  will  doubtless  be  a 
"feast"  of  of  other  things  beside  that  of  "reason,"  and  another 
"flow"  beside  the  "flow  of  soul."    "Mum's"  the  word! 


Taxing  Dentists. — Another  outrageous  law  disgraces  our 
statute  books,  and  should  be  repealed,  the  law  requiring  dentists 
to  pay  an  occupation  tax.  Dentists  are  doctors,  and  the  occupa- 
tion tax  on  physicians  has  been  repealed. 


Editor  DEPflRWffiffP. 

F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 
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A  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  FOR  TEXAS. 


Partu?hmt  Monies,  Etc. 

The  profession  in  Texas  have  never  agreed  precisely  as  to  what 
is  needed  in  the  way  of  a  Board  of  Health.  In  a  vague  sort  of  a 
way  there  is  a  general  desire  that  Texas  should  have  a  State 
Board  because  other  states  have  them  ;  that,  we  believe,  is  the 
principal  reason  assigned  for  the  immediate  creation  of  a  Board, 
And  we  may  say,  the  majority  of  the  physicians  would  favor  the 
passage  of  an  act  creating  a  good  and  efficient  Board,  should  they 
"be  asked  to  do  so.  Bnt,  as  stated,  although  there  have  been  fre- 
quent consultations  held  on  the  subject,  and  it  has  been  discussed 
in  the  meetings  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  there  has 
been  no  definite  outcome  in  the  way  of  a  bill  for  the  creation  of  a 
Board,  emanating  from  this  source.  That  is  to  say,  not  since 
the  rejection  by  the  immortal  19th  Legislature,  of  the  bill  adopted 
by  the  Association  at  Belton  in  1884. 

That  the  request  for  a  Board  of  Health  should  emanate  from 
the  State  Medical  Association  in  order  to  reflect  the  views  of  the 
profession  at  large  in  Texas  would  seem  eminently  right  and 


us 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


proper.  The  Association  is  distinctly  representative  of  the  whole 
profession  of  the  State,  being  composed  of  one  or  more  delegates 
from  every  county  in  the  State,  in  addition  to  delegates  from  all 
the  local  and  district  medical  organizations.  These  delegates  rep- 
resent the  views  of  their  constituents  on  all  matters  pertaining 
to  medical  and  sanitary  science,  and  in  order  to  get  at  the  wishes 
or  views  of  the  physicians  throughout  the  State,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  delegates  shall  be  canvassed.  In  view  of  the  great 
diversity  of  opinion  held  on  this,  as  on  all  subjects  by  Doctors, 
the  State  Association  thought  best  to  assign  it  to  a  selected  com. 
mittee,  called  the  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation,  leaving  the 
matter  entirely  to  their  judgment  and  discretion,  as  to  how  and 
when  to  ask,  and  for  what  legislation,  or  to  ask  not  at  all.  This 
committee  was  chosen  with  especial  reference  to  the  wisdom,  ex- 
perience and  sound  opinions  of  its  members  on  this  particular  sub- 
ject, it  being  one  to  which  they  had  given  much  attention  and 
careful  reflection.  The  chairman  is  the  venerable  Dr.  George 
Cupples — the  "Nestor  of  Texas  Surgery,"  as  full  of  honors  as  of 
years.  His  colleagues  are  Drs.  Wooten,  Mclaughlin,  Tyner,  of 
Austin,  Clop  ton,  of  Jefferson,  Pope,  of  Marshall,  and  Kelley,  of 
Galveston.  This  committee,  it  will  be  seen,  represents  Texas,  in 
the  north,  east,  south,  west  and  centrally.  To  date,  these 
gentlemen,  so  far  as  we  know,  have  never  held  a  meeting  on  the 
subject;  certain  it  is  that  they  have  formulated  no  bill  for  the 
creation  of  a  State  of  Board  of  Health,  and  have  made  no  move 
whatever  as  a  committee,  in  the  direction  of  asking  for  one. 
What  are  we  to  infer  from  this  ?  Undoubtedly,  that  in  their 
opinion  public  sentiment  is  not  yet  ripe  for  a  change  from  the 
present  so  called  health  system  (quarantine)  which,  having  ef- 
fectually kept  out  pestilence,  has  satisfied  the  public ; — in  other 
words — the  time  for  action  has  not  arrived  ;  or  else,  that  they 
have  not  succeeded  in  collating  the  views  of  their  constituents  on 
the  subject,  without  which,  no  intelligent  draft  of  a  law  could  be 
formulated  which  would  unquestionably  reflect  the  sentiment  of 
the  profession  at  large.  The  matter  has  been  left  entirely  to 
them,  and  they  have  not  acted.  What  other  construction  is  to 
be  placed  upon  it  ? 
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Meantime,  however,  certain  patriotic  individuals,  more  ambi- 
tious to  serve  their  country  and  protect  the  dear  people  (who 
have  not  asked  for  it)  than  to  farther  their  own  ends,  no  doubt, 
have  plied  the  legislature  with  bills  and  amendments,  asking  for 
a  Board  of  Health  on  their  own  hook,  as  it  were;  not  content  with 
the  ox-cart  ways  of  the  sober  and  wise  committee,  to  whose  judg- 
ment some  five  hundred  delegates,  representing  the  five  thousand 
physicians  at  large  saw  proper  to  leave  it;  impatient  of  delay, 
they  have  moved  heaven  and  earth  in  a  small  way  (a  kind  of  a 
tempest  in  a  teapot),  to  rush  through  a  bill  which  will  abolish 
the  present  system,  and  create  a  cumbersome  machine  of  seven  to 
fifteen  parts,  each  of  which  would  have  to  be  consulted,  in  as 
many  different  parts  of  the  State,  before  an  embargo  could  be 
laid  on  a  car  load  of  infected  goods  halted  at  Sabine  or  El  Paso. 
In  other  words,  would  assume,  unasked,  the  duty  assigned  to 
others. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  "assistance"  thus  tendered  the 
committee  is  a  little  previous,  if  not  a  species  of  down  right  im- 
pertinence. They  have  asked  for  no  suggestions,  and  certainly 
require  no  volunteer  aid  in  the  draft  of  a  bill,  even  should  they 
have  decided  upon  one;  and  we  may  say,  they  need  no  '£ges- 
tions  as  to  their  especial  office.  When  they  do,  doubtless  they 
will  ask  for  it.  The  bill  having  been  prepared  ready  to  the 
hands  of  the  committee,  they  have  been  importuned  to  adopt  it; 
but  so  far,  they  have,  as  a  committee,  left  it  severely  alone,  and 
have  given  members  to  understand  that  it  is  not  their  affair. 
The  medical  profession  of  Texas  know  nothing  of  the  movement, 
except  by  newspaper  report;  they  have  not  been  consulted,  and 
have  had  no  hand  in  the  matter;  and  therefore,  it  does  not  re- 
flect the  medical  sentiment  of  the  State,  notwithstanding  the 
local  support  given  it  by  the  signatures  of  a  score  or  so  of  repu- 
table physicians. 

Well,  it  will  not  pass;  the  Senate  Committee  have  reported 
favorably  upon  it,  but  it  has  gQtten  no  further,  and  will  halt 
where  it  is  until  adjournment,  notwithstanding  the  immense  (?) 
personal  lobbying  brought  to  bear  in  its  interest.  The  Legisla- 
ture already  "smell  a  mice;"  they  see  how  the  land  lies,  and 
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doubtless  have  concluded  that  when  the  medical  profession  of 
Texas,  and  not  of  one  county  alone,  want  a  board  of  health, 
they  will  ask  for  it,  and  present  a  bill  which  will  need  no  doctor- 
ing. The  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  is  over,  and  the 
members  being  now  on  less  than  half  pay  ($2  a  day)  are  restless 
and  anxious  to  get  away.  Moreover,  each  one  has  some  pet 
scheme  to  further,  and  he  is  bending  all  his  energies  in  the  direc- 
tion of  bringing  it  up,  before  the  close,  and  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  to  enlist  their  attention  in  any  new  business. 

A  State  Board  of  Health  is  a  question  of  the  future,  and  the 
present  bill  is  a  dead  letter. 


A  GOOD  INVESTMENT  OF  MONEY. 

The  advantages  of  attending  society  meetings  are  clearly  and 
forcibly  pointed  out  in  an  editorial  in  the  American  Lancet  for 
January. 

We  said  in  our  last  issue  that  the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation should  make  its  meetings  a  necessity  in  order  to  attract 
its  members.  We  should  have  said  also,  that  a  more  thorough 
appreciation  on  the  part  of  practitioners  of  medicine  of  the  many 
and  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  regular  attendance 
upon,  and  participation  in  the  meetings,  should  be  inculcated. 
Were  this  fulfy  understood  there  would  be  no  complaint  of  scant 
attendance. 

We  would  be  glad  to  reproduce  the  Lancet's  article  if  we  had 
room,  in  the  hope  that  it  might  aid  us  in  inducing  physicians  to, 
come  to  San  Antonio  next  month.  Those  members  who  attend 
regularly  the  meetings  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association 
become  extensively  known,  personally,  not  only  in  their  own 
State,  but  abroad;  for  they  frequently  meet  there,  distinguished 
visitors  from  sister  societies,  and  the  representatives  of  the  large 
manufacturing  houses,  north  and  east;  and  meet  also  brother 
practitioners  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  between  whom  and  them- 
selves warm  friendship  not  infrequently  springs  up.  We  can 
point  out  not  a  few,  who,  a  short  time  ago,  were  considered 
obscure,  and  not  above  mediocrity,  who  have  become  foremost 
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in  the  profession;  not  by  merely  attending  the  meetings,  but  be- 
cause they  have,  by  debate,  or  by  written  contributions,  de- 
veloped their  thoughts,  and  made  them  known;  have  shown  what 
was  in  them,  which,  but  for  opportunity,  would  have  remained 
"  under  a  bushel,"  all  their  days.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  intellectual  powers  are  sharpened  by  the  discussion  of  medical 
topics,  orally,  or  in  writing;  by  the  interchange  of  ideas  the 
mind  is  developed,  and  one's  views  and  opinions  are  broadened, 
and  he  is  improved  in  manj^ways.  The  practice  too,  of  discus- 
sion, gives  one  confidence  in  himself,  and  he  soon  becomes 
familiar  with,  and  used  to  off-hand  speaking  before  a  crowd.  This 
is  a  great  advantage  ;  for,  as  the  Lancet  points  out,  medical  men 
are  more  largely  estimated  by  the  public  than  they  are  aware  of, 
by  their  ability,  or,  lack  of.  it,  to  discuss  medical  or  sanitar3r 
topics  intelligently,  and  to  express  their  views  clearly  and  forci- 
bly. One  who  can  do  this  is  considered  master  of  his  profession. 
We  all  know  that  there  are  many  profound  thinkers  and  accom- 
plished physicians  in  our  ranks  who  cannot  express  themselves 
clearly  in  a  conversation,  and  who  would  appear  to  great  disad- 
vantage if  called  on  for  an  opinion  before  court,  or  in  a  meeting 
of  citizens.  The  practice  afforded  in  debate  in  our  societies, 
goes  a  long  way  toward  developing  and  polishing  one's  gifts  in 
this  regard. 

Besides  the  above,  and  the  points  suggested  by  the  Lancet,  the 
attendants  upon  the  meetings  of  their  medical  societies,  keep 
fully  posted  in  medical  and  sanitary  progress,  as  well  as  in  medi- 
cal politics;  they  hear  for  the  first  time  at  a  society  meeting,  of 
some  new  inventions  or  discovery;  or  get  a  good  idea  from  the 
experience  of  a  brother  practitioner,  which  may  help  them  some- 
time, in  an  emergency. 

The  money  cost  of  four  days  attendance  on  the  State  Associa- 
tion Convention  is  insignificant,  compared  with  the  many  and 
great  benefits  derived.  We  hope  to  see  a  full  representation  on 
the  23d  prox.    So  be  it. 


Prof.  Richardson,  of  New  Orleans,  is  in  such  bad  health  as 
to  be  comdelled  to  relinquish  ior  a  while  the  Chair  of  Emeritus 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Tulane  University. 
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THE  PROBLEM  OF  CONSTIPATION  SOLVED. 


We  believe  the  immortal  Marion  Sims  was  the  first  to  point 
out  the  hydragogue  properties  of  glycerine  locally  applied.  He 
introduced  a  tampon  of  cotton,  saturated  with  glycerine,  and 
applied  it  to  an  engorged  os  uteri.  On  removing  it  the  next  day 
he  was  surprised  to  find  a  gush  of  water,  and  the  phlogosis  of 
the  parts  entirely  relieved.  The  lady,  also,  called  his  attention 
to  the  fact  that  a  copious  discharge  of  water  had  occurred  during 
the  whole  time  after  the  application  had  been  made.  Since  which 
time,  glycerine  has  been  used  for  similar  purposes,  and  with 
satisfactory  results.  What  suggested  its  use  as  enemata  for  con- 
stipation we  do  not  know;  but  the  idea,  based  on  the  above  now 
known  property,  is  certainly  rational,  and  it  would  seem  that  it 
could  be  carried  further,  and  made  to  extend  to  the  treatment  of 
acute  dysentery,  for,  on  a  similar  principle  we  give  epsom  salts, 
its  well  known  property  of  abstracting  water  from  the  engorged 
blood  vessels  of  the  rectum. 

But  the  use  of  glycerine  in  its  liquid  state  for  enemata 
was  unsatisfactory  and  inconvenient.  Messrs.  Park,  Davis 
&  Co.  have,  with  their  usual  sagacity,  taken  advantage  of 
the  idea,  and  have  given  to  the  profession  a  glycerine 
suppository.  It  is  a  beautiful  preparation,  and  accomplishes 
the  desired  purpose  most  admirably.  The  suppository  is  in  the 
shape  of  a  double  cone,  and  may  be  cut  into  two  or  more  pieces, 
as  it  is  not  the  quantity  introduced,  merely,  that  does  the  work; 
we  find  that  even  a  small  portion,  the  tip  end  of  one  will  produce 
a  free  fecal  action  in  a  very  few  moments,.  Moreover,  the  in- 
troduction into  the  bowel  is  not  at  all  painful,  nor  is  there  pro- 
duced any  straining  or  tenesmus;  the  action  is  free,  satisfactory 
and  natural.  It  appears  to  do  more  than  empty  the  rectum;  a 
peristalsis  of  the  upper  bowel  is  induced,  perhaps  by  reflex  ac- 
tion. We  have  given  the  suppository  a  trial,  and  find  that  its 
effect  is  almost  immediate.  In  cases  of  fecal  impaction  in  the 
lower  bowel,  it  relieves  at  once,  by  softening  the  mass.  In 
hemorrhoids,  it  would  seem  to  offer  brilliant  attractions;  and  in 
dysentery  a  little  cocaine  might  be  added. 
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This  is  not  a  puff  for  Park,  Davis  &  Company  by  any 
means;  though  they  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  profession, 
but  is  written  for  the  purpose  of  recording  what  we 
consider  one  of  the  greatest  advances  in  therapeutics 
made  in  many  years.  The  suppositories  must  be  kept  in  a  dry 
place,  as  the  great  affinity  of  glycerine  for  water  causes  them  to 
absorb  moisture,  by  which  they  are  decomposed. 


THE  "RORICK  SYSTEM  OF  RECTAL  SURGERY." 


We  are  much  chagrined  to  learn  that  some  of  our  subscribers — 
seeing  the  above  named  article  advertised  in  this  Journal,  pur- 
chased the  outfit,  and  found  themselves  as  one  expresses  it, 
"badly  bit,"  and  another,  'Victimized"  by  it.  Dr.  T.  M.  Wilson, 
of  Kosse,  says,  "I  wrote  him,  [the  proprietor]  as  advertised  in 
your  Journal,  and  this  little  pamphlet  which  I  send  you,  is  the 
result;  you  will  see  that  it  is  a  regular  quack  concern.  On  receiv- 
ing it  I  wrote  to  Dr.   [name  withheld  for  the  present  only  be- 
cause we  have  not  the  Doctor's  permission  to  use  it,  as  we  have  in 
Dr.  Wilson's  case. — Ed.]  and  hejacknowledged  it  a  humbug,  and 
that  he  was  victimized.  The  instruments  should  not  cost  over 
$10  and  the  "treatise"  $2.    Yet  he  will  not  sell  them  separately, 

nor  for  less  than  $50.  Dr.  says  the  "treatise"  is  only  a  little 

pamphlet  and  contains  nothing  of  value  or  importance.  We 
naturally  look  to  our  teachers  for  protection  against  quackery." 

We  regret  exceedingly  to  hear  such  reports.  The  advertise" 
ment  we  saw  in  many  of  the  leading  Journals,  and  we  presumed 
it  was  all  right,  hence  when  it  was  tendered  the  Journal  we  ac- 
accepted  it.  The  contract  has  long  since  expired  and  the  "ad." 
has  disappeared  from  our  pages.  We  tender  Dr.  Wilson  and  his 
friend  our  sincere  apologies,  and  we  will  endeavor  to  prevent  the 
appearance  of  similar  advertisements  in  our  columns  in  future. 


The  Governor  of  Louisiana  has  raised  a  hornets'  nest 
about  his  ears  by  the  removal  of  Dr.  Aby — long  time  quarantine 
officer  at  New  Orleans,  without  cause,  as  alleged — and  the  ap- 
pointment of  Dr.  W.  G.  Austin. 
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yVLEDicAL  News  and  Miscellany. 


We  welcome  the  Iyondon  L,ancet  to  our  exchanges. 

  Mm 

We  Call,  on  our  Subscribers  to  pay  up  arrears.  Some  are 
shamefully  behind;  start  afresh. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Mulherron  has  retired  from  the  the  Age,  and  is 
succeeded  by  Prof.  B.  W.  Palmer. 

Br.  T.  J.  Wiggins,  of  Menardville,  was  married  on  the  27th 
day  of  February  ult.  to  Miss  Dona  Redman,  of  Mason. 

The  Louisiana  State  Medical  Association  will  meet  in 
the  lecture  room  of  Tulane  Hall,  in  New  Orleans,  April  9  to  1 1 
prox. 

Sulfonal  seems  to  be  "getting  there"  as  a  hypnotic.  Prof. 
Rogers  reports  favorable  results  ;  as  also  a  number  of  other 
physicians. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Harrison,  Jr.,  of  Columbus,  Texas,  has  just  re- 
covered from  a  four  weeks  spell  of  sickness.  Congratulations  of 
the  Journal. 

At  Paradise,  Texas,  on  the  18th  January  (last),  Dr.  J.  A. 
Brown  was  arrested  for  forgery.  He  gave  bond  of  $500,  and  was 
released;  further  particulars  not  learned. 

The  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  at  Louisville,  Dr.  W. 
H.  Wathen,  Dean,  opened  the  spring  session  with  nearly  three 
hundred  students,  many  Texans  amongst  them. 

Squibb  to  the  Front. — The  Kings  County  Medical  Society 
of  New  York  have  elected  Dr.  K.  R.  Squibb  president,  him  of 
"Ephemeris"  (al)  fame.  We  presume  there  was  some  "squib- 
bling' '  or  '  'squabbling' '  before  the  election. 

A  Good  Appointment. — The  New  Orleans  Polyclinic  is  to 
be  congratulated  upon  the  acquisition  of  Dr.  R.  H.  Day  to  its 
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faculty.  Dr.  Day  has  accepted  the  chair  of  Diseases  of  Children, 
a  position  he  is,  by  his  learning  and  vast  experience,  eminently 
qualified  to  fill. 

The  Late  Dr.  Ross,  of  Brenham. — In  our  April  edition  we 
will  publish  a  biography  and  portrait  of  this  eminent  and  good 
physician  whose  loss  the  profession  has  recently  sustained. 

Dr.  J.  Duff  Brown,  of  Llano,  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  at 
his  home,  on  the  18th  of  January  (last),  just  as  he  was  about  to 
mount  his  horse  to  visit  a  patient.  He  called  in  a  lawyer  and 
made  his  will,  but  at  last  accounts  was  still  living,  the  paralysis 
affecting  the  lower  limbs  only. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Richmond's  short  but  pointed  paper  on  the  "man- 
agement of  the  cord"  which  appeared  in  our  January  number,  has 
been  extensively  copied  by  the  medical  press.  Texas  doctors 
should  be  encouraged  by  this  fact  to  contribute  their  experiences 
to  their  home  Journal — it  does  good. 

Do  not,  whatever  else  you  do,  forget  the  big  meeting  to  be 
held  at  San  Antonio,  23d  to  26th,  next  month.  Come  one,  come 
all,  and  let's  give  the  grand  old  State  Association  a  new  impetus 
and  renew  her  lease  of  life.  Five  hundred  delegates  are  expected, 
and  a  good  time  generally.  The  city  of  the  Alamo  will  have  on 
her  Easter  dress,  all  bedecked  with  flowers. 

The  Alabama  Medical  and  Surgical  Age,  is  the  name  of 
a  neat  new  medical  journal,  issued  at  Anniston,  Alabama,  by  Dr. 
Jno.  C.  Legrand.  We  are  pleased  to  shake  hands  with  Brother 
Legrand  on  his  accession  to  the  tripod.  By  the  bye,  the  "Age" 
claims  to  be  the  only  medical  journal  in  Alabama.  What  has 
become  of  Brother  Davis'  journal,  at  Birmingham? 

High  OR  Low. — "Is  this  the  right  kind  of  lobelia?"  said  a 
lady  who  had  just  purchased  a  vial  of  that  drug.  "There  is  but 
one  kind,"  said  the  clerk.  "Oh,  yes  there  is;  in  my  garden  I 
have  a  white  and  a  blue  lobelia,"  said  she.  "Ah,  I  see,"  said 
the  clerk;  "the  white  is  the  low  belia,  and  the  blue,  is  the  high 
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belia."  (Lady  went  away  pondering  on  the  wisdom  of  drug 
clerks  in  general.) 

Another  Insane  Asylum. — The  Texas  Legislature  has  ap- 
propriated $150,000  to  build  another  insane  asylum,  to  be  located 
"  west  of  the  Colorado."  As  the  population  of  the  State  has 
nearly  doubled  in  the  last  decade,  the  number  of  unfortu- 
nates has  increased,  and  more  room  is  needed  for  their  accom- 
modation.   It  is  thought  it  will  be  located  at  San  Antonio. 

A  Matter  for  the  New  Administration  to  Look  to. 
— Fond  mother — '  'Doctor,  what  is  the  matter  with  my  little  son?" 

Doctor — "Well,  Madam,  I  should  say  it  is  some  foreign  body 
in  his  stomach." 

Mother — "Oh  dear!  those  horrid  Irish  potatoes!  I  will  tell 
my  grocery  man  that  he  positively  must  furnish  us  some  Ameri- 
can potatoes  !" 

No  Free  Medicine  in  Texas. — The  Journal  has  on  several 
occasions  pointed  out  that  under  the  laws  of  Texas  the  State  Uni- 
versity is  required  to  give  medical  and  law  education  free,  and 
has  insisted  that  it  is  an  evil  which  should  be  corrected.  The 
Twenty-first  Legislature  has  just  passed  a  bill  repealing  the 
objectionable  clause,  and  authorizing  a  charge  of  $80  per  session 
for  instruction  in  law,  and  $150  for  medicine.  Good. 

Bumpology. — We  were  commissioned  while  in  New  Orleans 
to  buy  some  books  for  a  friend,  and  entering  a  book  store,  we 
were  confronted  by  a  dude  with  a  1x3  forehead,  and  a  toothpick 
in  his  mouth.  We  enquired  for  "Bump  on  Bankruptcy."  As- 
suming a  perplexed  but  wise  look,  the  dude  scanned  the  shelves 
a  while,  then  walking  slowly  toward  the  rear,  he  hailed  a  fellow 
clerk  with,  "I  say,  Ellis,  have  we  got  'Banks  on  Bumprumpcy'?" 


The  Governor  of  Florida  called  the  Legislature  in  special 
session  to  create  a  State  Board  of  Health.  They  did  so,  instanter. 
The  board  consists  of  three  members.  They  will  meet,  and 
after  selecting  a  president  from  among  themselves,  will  select  a 
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secretary  and  an  executive,  or  health  officer  from  the  State  at 
large — the  latter  to  be  a  physician.  The  board  is  given  full 
power  to  protect  the  State  by  quarantine  or  otherwise,  as  it 
sees  fit. 

Dr.  F.  T.  Paine  says:  "That  all  inflammation  is  in  a  state  of 
electro  anaesthesia  to  electricity,  and  that,  therefore,  the  proper 
application  of  electricity  to  inflamed  tissues  is  entirely  painless. 

"That  electricity  so  applied  to  inflamed  tissues  becomes  in 
turn  an  anaesthetic,  removing  all  pain,  heat,  redness,  swelling 
and  tension,  the  essentials  of  inflammation. 

"And  thus  we  hope  to  have  laid  the  foundation  stone  of  a 
more  correct  pathology  of  inflammation." 

Appreciative. — We  were  looking  over  some  old  engravings 
at  the  old  book  store,  and  amongst  them  was  one  of  Goethe's 
"Marguerite"  (in  the  jewel  scene  in  Faust).  A  young  lawyer  com- 
ing by,  stopped,  and  looking  over  our  shoulder,  said,  "What  is 
that?"  "A  picture  of  Marguerite,"  said  we.  "Oh,  yes;  I  know," 
said  he,  "she  kept  a  bakery  in  New  Orleans."  [He  was  thinking 
of  Margaret  Haugherty,  the  philanthropic  old  bakeress  whose 
monument  the  citizens  have  erected  in  one  of  the  public  squares.] 
Fact. 

A  Doctor  with  His  Hands  Full. — Dr.  H.  W.  Brown,  of 
Waco,  an  old  army  associate  of  ours,  and  companion  in  Confed- 
erate days,  during  the  month  of  January  performed  three  operations 
for  lithotomy  :  one  of  vesico- vaginal  fistula,  one  for  double  hare- 
lip, three  for  hemorrhoids,  one  for  fistula-in-ano,  and  in  addition 
"caught  six  babies."    This,  besides  a  large  general  practice. 

Pretty  good  for  a  cross  roads  stand. — (Our  Waco  friends  will 
be  down  here  with  war-paint  for  that  last  remark  we  fear.) 

Very  Important  to  Manufacturers. — Those  desiring  to 
make  exhibits  of  their  wares  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association,  at  San  Antonio,  (Tuesday,  April  23, 
24,  25  and  26th  prox.)  are  notified  that  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Daniel, 
has  nothing  to  do  with  this  feature,  and  applications  for  space  in 
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the  exhibit  hall  should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  Dr.  D.  Berry,  San  Antonio,  and  not  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Association.     The  Association  desires  to 
encourage  these  exhibits,  and  ample  preparation  will  be  made  ! 
for  the  convenience  of  exhibitors. 

A  Ten  Thousand  Edition. — In  June  or  July  we  will  issue . 
10,000  copies  of  this  Journal,  with  a  fine  article  on  '  'Austin  as 
a  Health  Resort,"  in  addition  to  our  usual  large  assortment  of 
original  articles,  medical  news  and  miscellany,  editorials  on 
leading  topics,  book  reviews,  etc.  This  edition  will  be  mailed 
(in  addition  to  our  regular  list)  to  the  members  of  the  several 
State  Medical  Associations  in-  the  North  and  West,  and  to  the 
leading  newspapers  and  the  medical  press.  Applications  for  ad- 
vertising space  should  be  made  early,  as  only  a  limited  number 
of  pages  will  be  devoted  to  that  purpose;  terms  reasonable.  It 
is  believed  that  in  this  way  more  doctors  can  be  effectually 
reached  than  in  any  other.  Circulars  and  pamphlets  are  thrown 
in  the  basket  by  most  doctors.  The  edition  will  be  very  hand- 
some, and  will  contain  portrait  of  some  distinguished  Texas  phy- 
sician. 

And  the  Cry  is  :  "  Still  They  Come  "! — We  welcome  to 
our  exchange  list  the  Memphis  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences.  Volume  1,  No.  1,  has  just  been  received.  The  Edi- 
torial Staff  is  composed  of  a  brilliant  array  of  talent,  representing 
every  department  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Science,  (with  no 
editor  in  chief).  The  work  is  divided  into  six  departments. 
That  of  Medicine  and  Therapeutics  being  edited  by  Drs.  B.  G. 
Henning  and  S.  A.  Rogers;  that  of  General  Surgery  by  Dr.  W. 
B.  Rogers  ;  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Children  by  Dr.  Alex. 
Erskine  ;  Gynecology  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Crofford  ;  Diseases  of  Eye 
and  Ear  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Minor.  In  the  graceful  salutatory  it  is  an- 
nounced that — 

"  While  we  partake  duly  of  the  modesty  of  feeling  expressed 
by  the  Latin  historian  when  he  says,  "Neither  do  I  know,  nor  if 
I  did  know,  would  it  become  me  to  say  whether,  if  in  truly 
recording  the  transactions  of  the  day,  I  have  done  a  thing  worth 
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the  while,"  still,  we  confess  to  an  inwTard  boast  of  having  placed 
3ur  standard  high,  and  will  leave  nothing  undone  to  reach  it. 
Our  secret,  then,  is  yours,  and  by  an  open,  frank  and  independ- 
ent course  in  all  matters  coming  before  the  profession,  we  hope  to 
merit  its  support." 
Success  to  the  fledgeling. 

The  Central  Texas  Medical  Association  will  hold  its 
next  meeting  at  Waco,  April  9th  prox.,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

PROGRAMME. 

"Malarial  Hematuria,"  by  W.  A.  Howard. 
"Antiseptics  in  Obstetrics,"  by  Drs.  J.  H.  Sears  and  A.  M. 
Curtis. 

"Pernicious  Vomiting   of  Pregnancy,"  by  Dr.  S.  E.  Shelton. 
"Tobacco  Chewing  as  a  Preventive  for  Consumption,"  by  Dr. 
J.  W.  Cock. 

By  special  request  of  the  president,  Dr.  Robt.  Battey,  of  Rome, 
Georgia,  will  furnish  a  paper  on  "Antiseptics  in  Obstetrics,"  and 
Dr.  J.  S.  Letcher,  of  Dallas,  will  read  a  paper  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

In  answer  to  request  for  volunteer  papers  : 
"Rupture  of  the  Uterus,"  by  Prof.  W.  H.  Wathen,  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

"Case  of  Abdominal  Tumor  in  a  Child,"  by  Dr.  W.  L,.  Barker, 
of  Waco. 

"Case  of  Occlusion  of  Femoral  Artery,"  by  Dr.  R.  W.  Park,  of 
Waco  ;  and  other  papers  have  been  furnished. 

H.  C.  Ghent,  M.  D.,  is  president  and  W.  O.  Wilkes,  M.  D.,  is 
secretary. 

An  Insult  to  the  Profession.— James  Gordon  Bennett,  the 
lord  of  the  New  York  Herald,  tried  to  buy  the  "Lomb  Prize  Es- 
say" entitled  "Practical  Sanitary  and  Economic  Cooking  for 
Persons  of  Moderate  Means**5 — which  was  awarded  a  prize  of  §500, 
but  on  being  told  it  was  not  for  sale — solicited  the  privilege  of 
publishing  it  in  the  Herald.  It  was  granted;  and  what  was  the 
disgust  of  Secretary  Irving  of  the  American  Public  Health  Asso- 
ciation, Miss  Abel,  Mr.  Eomb  and  all  hands,  to  see  it  come  out 
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headed  '  'The  Devil  sends  a  cook,  but  the  Herald  sends  forth  an 
antidote,"  "Indigestion  knocked  out,"  * 'Girls,  the  road  to  a 
man's  heart  is  through  his  stomach,"  "An  Abel  Essay,  and  "Miss 
Mary  Herriman  Abel  took  the  cake' '  etc  ! ! ! 

On  seeing  this  startling  heading  Secretary  Watson  wrote  the 
following  to  Mr.  Bennett,  but  has  never  received  any  reply  to  it; 
the  presumption  is  that  Bennett  has  gone  off  and  kicked  himself  to 
death,  or  has  gotten  some  other  jackass  to  do  it  for  him: 

Concord,  N.  H.,  January  31,  1889. 
New  York  Herald,  New  York  City  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  manner  in  which  the  L,omb  Prize  Essay 
appeared  in  the  Sunday  Herald  of  the  27th  inst.  is  an  insult  to 
this  Association,  to  the  Committee  of  Award,  to  those  who  com- 
peted for  the  prize,  and  to  the  public.  It  was  distinctly  under- 
stood that  the  essay  should  appear  in  full,  but,  instead,  you  have 
mutilated  it  in  an  unwarrantable  manner  ;  interpolated  not  only  a 
cheap  and  disgusting  heading  and  uncalled  for  and  undignified 
sub-headings,  but  even  slang  expressions. 

Your  course  reflects  such  a  degree  of  mediocrity  upon  the 
American  Public  Health  Association  that  a  statement  of  the  facts 
will  be  publicly  made  at  once  by  the  Association,  unless  the 
Herald  fully  removes  the  gross  misrepresentation  it  has  made. 

The  fifty  copies  of  the  Herald,  sent  in  response  to  an  order  for 
that  number  containing  the  L,omb  Prize  Essay,  await  your  order, 
since,  not  containing  the  same,  the  Association  has  no  use  for 
them.  Very  truly  yours, 

[Signed]  Irving  A.  Watson,  Secretary. 


Arbor  Day. — Texas  has  appointed  the  22nd  February,  Wash- 
ington's birthday,  as  Arbor  Day.  In  this  connection  we  wish  to 
say  to  all  who  propose  to  plant  trees  or  set  hedges,  or  beautify 
their  property  in  any  way  by  tree  or  shrub,  that  Geo.  Pinney, 
of  Evergreen,  Wisconsin,  is  the  largest  dealer  in  that  line,  and 
will  sell  you  any  kind  of  tree,  big  or  little,  by  the  tens,  hundreds 
or  thousands,  at  ridiculously  low  prices.  Send  for  his  catalogue 
and  inform  him  that  we  asked  you  to  do  so.  We  have  one,  and 
it  is  full  of  new  things. 
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A  Reference  Hand-book  of  Medical  Sciences,  embracing 
the  entire  range  of  Scientific  and  Practical  Medicine,  and 
allied  Sciences,  by  various  writers.  Illustrated  by  chromo 
lithographs  and  fine  wood  engravings.  Edited  by  Albert 
H.  Buck,  M.  D.,  New  York  City.  Vol.  VII,  New  York,  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  56  and  58  Lafayette  Place,  1889.  Quarto,  cloth, 
PP-  795- 

This  volume  brings  the  work  down  to  Ter-Wor,  alphabet- 
ically, and  embraces  many  subjects  of  interest  and  importance. 
The  chapter  on  Teratology,  which  embraces  twenty-six  pages,  is 
most  thorough  and  exhaustive.  In  it  is  given  a  history  of  every 
lusns  naturce  in  the  human  species  that  has  ever  been  recorded, 
and  most  of  them  are  illustrated  with  cuts  representing  the  ab- 
normality. It  is  unfortunate  that  the  chapter  was  written  before 
the  remarkable  case  of  the  four-legged  married  woman  described 
by  Dr.  Joseph  Jones  in  the  Transactions  Louisiana  State  Medical 
Association  was  published;  it  is  needed  to  make  the  record  com- 
plete. This  compilation  of  remarkable  facts  is  alone  worth  the 
price  of  the  work. 

Volume  VII  contains  also  some  very  fine  colored  plates.  It  is 
uniform  with  the  preceeding  volumes,  and  is  gotten  up  in  good 
style. 


The  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Displacements  of  the 
Uterus.    By  Dr.  B.  S.  Schultze,  professor  of  Gynecology  in 
Jena.    Translated  from  the  German  by  Jameson  J.  Macan,  M. 
A.,  M.  R.  C.  S.  Eng.,  and  edited  by  Arthur  V.  Macan,  M.  B., 
M.  Ch.,  Dublin.      With  120  illustrations,   New  York,  D. 
Appleton  &  Co.,  1888.    Cloth  8  vo.  pp.  378,  price  $3.50. 
One  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  faborably  with  Dr.  Schultze' s 
book.    He  has  gone  deeply  into  the  subject,  and  has  strength- 
ened the  position  taken  by  him  some  few  years  ago.  Prof. 
Schultze  has  not  much  faith  in  efficacy  of  pessaries,     He  has 
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found  only  two  to  fulfill  the  indications  for  displacements:  his 
figure  of  eight  and  sleigh  pessaries.  He  breaks  up  peritoneal 
adhesions  bimannually,  and  claims  that  no  bad  results  follow. 


Hand-Book  of  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Therapeu- 
tics, compiled  for  the  use  of  students  preparing  for  examina- 
tion. By  Cuthbert  Bowen,  M.  D.,  B.  A.,  editor  of  11  Notes  on 
Practice."  Published  by  F.  A.  Davis,  Philadelphia,  1888. 
Price  $1.40. 

This  is  a  handsome  little  book  containing  350  pages.  It  aims 
at  furnishing  candidates  for  examination  with  a  resume  of  those 
points  in  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Therapeutics  with  which 
they  must  be  familiar  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
faculty  at  any  reputable  school.  The  information  is  imparted  by 
questions  and  answers  which  form  gives  the  greatest  amount  of 
knowledge  in  the  fewest  words.  Ordinarily  such  books  are  not 
to  be  encouraged,  but  the  present  volume,  not  intended  to  take  the 
place  of  more  extensive  works,  is  a  real  help  in  the  proper  place, 
— B. 


Of  the  Physician's  Leisure  Library  Series,  published  by  Geo, 
S.  Davis,  Detroit,  Michigan,  the  following  books  have  been  re- 
ceived: 

"Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,"  by  Dujardin  Beaumetz,  M.  D.r 
Paris,  France.  Translated  from  the  fifth  French  edition  by  K.  P. 
Hurd,  M.  D.,  Newberyport,  Mass.,  1888. 

"Bright's  Disease,"  by  Alfred  L.  Loomis,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

"Hysteria  and  Epilepsy,"  by  J.  Leonard  Corning,  M.  D. 
New  York. 

"Cliuical  Lectures  on  Certain  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  S3*stem," 
by  Prof.  J.  M.  Charcot,  M.  D.,  Paris,  France.  Translated  by  E. 
P.  Hurd,  M.  D.,  Newberyport,  Mass. 
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Gonorrhea.— Robert  S.  Anderson,  M.  D.,  Spennymoor, 
England,  says:  I  have  found  your  S.  H.  Kennedy's  Extract  of 
Pinus  Canadensis  of  great  service  as  an  injection,  in  cases  of 
gonorrhea. 


Readers  are  reminded  that  now  is  the  time  to  order  flower 
seeds  and  bulbs  for  Spring  planting.  See  Vick's  card,  and  send 
for  his  splendid  catalogue.  His  Floral  Guide  is  full  of  beautitul 
pictures;  only  10  cents. 


Good  &  Reese,  florists,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  have  an  adver- 
tisement in  this  issue.  Our  experience  with  plants  leads  us  to 
believe  they  do  better  coming  from  Ohio,  and  even  New  York, 
than  if  Texas  raised.    In  ordering  mention  the  Journal. 


Our  Subscribers  are  respectfully  reminded  that  the  New 
Year  is  the  time  for  settling  up  accounts  generally,  and  turning 
over  a  new  leaf.  We  would  be  pleased  to  have  our  delinquent 
subscribers  remit  for  past  dues,  and— turn  over  a  new  leaf. 


Messrs.  Eli  Lilly  &  Company,  of  Indianapolis,  have  issued 
a  work  entitled  Hand-Book  of  Pharmacy  and  Therapeutics.  The 
aim,  as  stated  in  the  introduction,  is  to  furnish  the  busy  prac- 
titioner a  reliable  means  of  ready  reference,  at  once  concise,  sys- 
tematic and  authoritative,  to  which  he  may  refer  with  confidence 
in  case  of  doubt.  Younger  members  of  the  profession  and  medi- 
cal students  will  find  this  work  full  of  suggestions.  It  will  be 
sent  free  to  any  physician,  druggist  or  medical  student  by  ad- 
dressing Eli  Lilly  &  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  mentioning  this 
Journal. 


Obstinate  Constipation. — E.  A.  Scott,  M.  D.,  Columbus, 
Kansas,  says  :  I  have  a  patient,  a  man  who  has  been  constipated 
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four  years,  has  called  upon  all  the  physicians  in  the  place,  none 
had  benefitted  him,  never  having  an  action  upon  the  bowels 
oftener  than  six  to  eight  days.  He  is  now  taking  the  Acid  Man- 
nate,  small  doses-  daily,  keeping  his  bowels  free.  I  have  a  lady 
patient  who  is  suffering  with  a  uterine  trouble  and  has  periodical 
nervous  sick  headache  (I  think  solely  dependent  upon  the  uterine 
trouble),  she  is  also  constipated.  I  have  her  upon  the  Acid  Man- 
nate ;  she,  as  well  as  myself,  is  pleased  with  its  effect ;  her  head- 
aches are  not  so  frequent  or  severe. 


IngIvUVin  in  the  Vomiting  of  Pregnancy. — Dr.  Popp 
(Pester  Med.  Presse,  No.  40,  1888)  reports  having  achieved  con- 
siderable success  with  Ingluvin  in  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy. 
Having  a  very  obstinate  case,  upon  which  he  had  exhausted  the 
entire  resources  of  the  pharmacopceia,  he  administered  three 
times  daily,  one-half  hour  before  mealtime,  eight  grains  of  Inglu- 
vin, and  directly  afterward  two  tablespoonfuls  of  one  per  cent, 
hydrochloric  acid  solution.  An  improvement  was  observed  after 
a  few  doses  had  been  taken,  and  a  cure  effected  after  the  treat- 
ment had  been  continued  for  three  weeks. — Deutsche  Med.  Woch- 
enschrift,  January  .17,  1889. 


Messrs.  J.  B.  L,ippncott  Company  announce  to  the  profes- 
sion the  publication  of  a  "Cyclopaedia  of  the  Disease  of  Chil- 
dren," medical  and  surgical,  by  American,  British,  and  Cana- 
dian authors,  edited  by  John  M.  Keating,  M.  D.,  in  four  imperial 
octavo  volumes,  to  be  sold  by  subscription  only.  The  first 
volume  will  be  issued  early  in  April,  and  the  subsequent  volumes 
at  short  intervals. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  children  is  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  inportance  to  most  physicians,  and  as  this  is  the 
only  work  of  the  kind  that  has  been  published  in  English,  and 
judging  from  the  list  of  eminent  names  which  appear  as  contrib- 
utors, it  will  be  invaluable  as  a  text-book  and  work  of  reference 
for  the  busy  practitioner. 


Errata. — For  ''setting"  read  "sitting"  on  page  450,  in  Dr. 
Cupples'  remarks;  and  for  "Dr.  Otto  Betz,"  in  caption  of  his 
article,  read  "Dr.  Odo  Betz." 

In  the  biography  of  Dr.  Swearingen,  we  omitted  to  mention 
that  the  Louisville  Medical  College  conferred  upon  him  the  Hon- 
orary Degree  in  1887, — an  oversight  which  we  much  regret. 

If  there  are  any  other  errors  don't  view  us  with  a  critic's  eye, 
for  you  ought  to  "know  how  it  is  yourself." — Ed. 

The  Austin  District  Medical  Society  will  meet  next  on  20th  of 
June  prox.,  in  Austin. 
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MEDICAL  YOUTH— MANHOOD— AGE. 


By  D.  R.  Wallace,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 
Supt.  East  Texas  Litnatic  Asylum,  Te>rell,  Texas. 


Read  before  the  East  Line  Medical  Society,  and  by  vote  of  the  Society  con- 
tributed to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  for  publication. 

Fungar  vice  cotis,  acutum  reddere  quae  ferrum valet,  exsors  ipsa  secandi.* 

THE  words  of  Bacon,  "I  hold  every  man  a  debtor  to  his 
profession  from  the  which  as  men  ot  course,  do  seek  counten- 
ance and  profit,  so  ought  they  of  duty  to  endeavor  themselves  by 
way  of  amends  to  be  a  help  and  an  ornament  thereto" — written 
of  the  legal,  hold  w;th  ten  fold  force  when  applied  to  the  medical 
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profession — it  being  the  office  of  the  former  to  help  to  execute* 
but  of  the  latter  equally  to  practice  and  help  to  build  up;  and 
will  continue  to  be  until  in  the  words  of  Prof.  Alfred  1,.  Loomis, 
' 'there  are  new  problems  to  be  solved;  no  more  wrongs  to  be 
righted;  no  faults  to  be  corrected;  no  needs  to  be  supplied;  no 
new  fields  to  be  explored,  where  faithful  workers  may  preform 
greater  achievements  than  have  been  reached  in  the  past". 

MEDICAL,  YOUTH, 

naturally  credulous,  is  inclined  to  trust  in  and  to  fallow  author- 
ity. This  tendency  right  enough  within  certain  limits, — with 
the  mental  training  and  discipline,  most  enter  upon  their  medical 
studies,  is  greatly  intensified.  Here  a  great  mistake  is  often 
made: — the  result,  a  good  plowboy  lost;  a  poor  doctor  made.  But 
some  young  men  are  bright  by  nature,  others  stupid.  To  be 
sure,  to  the  one,  culture  will  prove  a  great  help,  to  the  other,  a 
necessity.  None  so  gifted  but  that  in  the  prosecution  of  a  med- 
ical career,  he  needs  every  possible  help.  Even  a  Drake  or  a 
Velpeau  is  immensely  helped  by  preliminary  training,  and  crip- 
pled and  handicapped  throughout  his  whole  career  by  the  want 
of  it.  L,et  the  young  man  who  taking  such  men  for  guides 
would  enter  upon  the  study  of  medical  science  without  the  need- 
ed mental  discipline  and  intellectual  outfit — his  mind  not  having 
been  cultivated  into  the  varied  and  harmonious  activities  of 
which  it  is  capable,  using  every  available  means  of  sharpening 
the  perceptive  powers,  strengthening  the  judgment  and  adding 
precision  and  acuracy  to  the  imagination,  first  settle  the  question 
with  himself,  whether  he  is  quite  sure  he  is  by  nature  a  Drake  or 
a  Velpeau. 

Should  no  one,  then,  enter  upon  these  studies  but  he  who 
has  passed  successfully  thro'  a  college  or  university  curriculum? 
So  far  as  the  opinion  of  the  author  of  this  paper  goes  for  anything 
— and  it  is  the  result  of  forty  years  of  professional  observation — he 
has  nohestitation  in  stating: — it  were  better  for  all  concerned,  if  this 
were  the  rule.  That  there  are  those  who,  not  having  enjoyed 
these  advantages,  are  more  useful  than  many  of  those  who  have, 
is  nothing  to  the  purpose — proves  nothing;  "quo  ad"  the  general 
rule.    General  rules  are  not  for  exceptional  cases. 
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It  is  not  the  contention  that  the  candidate  for  matriculation  in- 
to a  medical  college  should  be  a  perfect  master  of  the  Defferential 
or  Integral  Calculus,  be  able  to  acquit  himself  with  credit  in 
an  examination  upon  the  metaphysics  of  Berkely,  Sir  William 
Hamilton  and  Cousin,  be  learned  enough  in  Greek  prosody  to 
appreciate  the  beauties  of  Euripides  and  Sophocles  in  the  original; 
or  even  to  read  without  a  lexicon,  Horace, Tacitus  or  Juvenal;  but 
it  is  insisted  as  indispensable  that  he  should  have  a  disciplined 
mind,  able  to  follow  up  long  intricate  processes  of  thought,  and 
to  elaborate  from  them  his  own  conclusions. 

And  it  may  be  added,  the  more  of  Mathematics,  Greek,  Latin 
and  Metaphysics  he  has  along  with  this  sine  qua  non  the  better 
for  himself  and  future  patients.  As  preliminary  to  entering 
upon  the  study  of  the  medical  sciences,  the  education  should  in- 
clude a  minimum  of  doctrine  and  dogma,  a  maximum  of  the 
implements  of  intellectual  research,  together  with  any  amount  of 
that  sort  of  mental  discipline,  enabling  its  possessor  to  deduce  a 
conclusion  from  its  premise,  to  estimate  the  value  of  evidence,  and 
to  form  his  own  theory  of  things.  The  first  opinion  may  be 
crude.  It  has  been  said,  and  cannot  be  too  much  and  often  in 
sisted  upon,  that  skeptical  activity  is  better  than  dogmatic  torpor- 

Think — the  truth,  if  may  be,  but  think.  In  itself,  a  fact  may 
be  a  very  useless,  stupid  thing,  becomes  invested  with  interest 
and  value  only  when  regarded  in  its  relation  to  other  facts,  as  an 
illustration  of  some  principle,  or  as  an  item  of  proof  for,  or 
against  some  theory. 

THE  MEDICAL  TEACHING  OF  THE  SCHOOLS, 

of  the  United  States,  it  may  be  remarked,  fully  abreast  with  that  of 
the  best  Institutions  of  Europe,  is  conducted  in  accordance  with 
the  very  best  scientific  methods,  and  engaging  the  best  intellect, 
has  reached  a  perfection  leaving  little  to  be  desired. 

The  most  advanced,  in  fact,  the  nearest  approach  to  perfect 
teaching  in  an  age,  characterized  as  this  is  in  every  department  by 
unparalleled  activity,  it  is  believed,  is  to  be  found  in  our  best 
Medical  Institutions.  Were  a  word  of  criticism  in  place,  where 
there  is  so  little  to  find  fault  with,  so  much  to  commend,  it  would 
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find  justification  in  the  fact,  certainly  to  be  deprecated  in  theory, 
but  in  practice  difficult  of  correction,  viz.:  in  matriculating  those 
whose  mental  outfit  is  such  as  to  make  their  scientific  method,  and 
excellent  instruction  to  such  matriculants,  pearls  befofe  swine. 

THE  DOCTOR  AT  WORK. 

His  medical  studies  completed,  launched  upon  his  career,  the 
youth,  manhood  and  age  of  the  medical  man  bring  with  them 
corresponding  obligations  to  himself  and  his  fellows.  These 
several  stages  have  their  respective  adaptations,  suited  to  special 
sorts  of  mental  occupation  growing  out  of  experience  and  intel- 
lectual characteristics  of  time  of  life.  It  is  not  asserted,  of 
course,  that  the  labors  of  the  different  stages  do  not  run  into  and 
overlap.  In  his  intellectual  growth,  when  allowed  its  orderly 
development,  unchecked  by  untoward  circumstances,  not  arrested 
by  the  solicitations  of  the  passions,  man's  inclination  follows 
adaptation.  He  likes  best  what  he  can  do  best.  The  lines  of  the 
great  anatomist  of  human  nature: 

"No  profit  grows  where  no  pleasure  is  ta'en; 
In  brief,  sir,  study  what  you  most  affect," 

finds  apt  illustration  in  the  life  work  of  the  medical  man. 

THE  YOUNG  DOCTOR 

glancing  over  the  pages  of  a  noted  author,  or  listening  to  the 
lectnre  of  the  renowned  professor,  accepts  the  teachings  of  the 
one,  and  the  di:ta  of  the  other  with  a  submissive  credulity  alto- 
gether unbecoming  the  vigor  of  manhood,  or  the  maturity  of  age. 
These  teachings,  it  is  for  the  young  doctor,  during  the  first  years 
of  his  professional  life,  when  patients  are  few  and  leisure  abun- 
dant, to  examine  and  test.  It  is  a  misfortune  for  these  years  to 
be  too  much  occupied  with  active  practice,  leaving  little  time  for 
study  and  reflection. 

PROFESSIONAL  MANHOOD, 

is  the  time  during  which  the  doctor  conies  most  directly  in  con- 
tact with  professional  life;  with  its  varied  duties  and  activities. 
He  has  brought  to  bear  upon  the  opinions  and  theories  of  youth, 
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the  vigor  and  power  of  his  mature  faculties.  The  credulity  of 
youth  is  out- grown,  and  replaced  by  nullins  addictus  jtirate  in 
verba  magestri; — wont  to  swear  in  the  words  of  no  master.  In 
the  present  state  of  medical  knowledge,  what  passes  as  medical 
literature,  is  of  course,  in  many  cases,  mere  theory;  there  being 
even  among  the  best  informed,  little  consensus  of  opinion  upon 
many  subjects. 

The  gibe  of  Voltaire,  that  the  art  of  the  Doctor  consists  in 
pouring  drugs,  of  which  he  knows  nothing,  into  stomachs  of 
which  he  knows  less,  is  as  untrue  as  it  is  cynical.  Still  there  is 
truth  in  it.  The  mind  confronts  no  obscurer  problems  than  those 
found  in  disease,  and  its  cure.  Besides,  the  rapid  advance  of  the 
healing  art  during  the  last  half  century,  growing  out  of  the  un- 
precedented material  development,  has  not  given  time  to  test;  to 
select  the  true  and  reject  the  false.  "Medicine,"  as  remarked  by 
another,  "which  once  relied  on  tradition  and  authority,  is  now 
rapidly  seeking  for  its  basis  the  natural  sciences,"  and  hence  the 
uncertainty  in  which  it  is  not  seldom  invested.  This  is  regarded 
by  the  thoughtless  as  an  opprobrium,  but  seen  in  the  light  of  the 
facts  is  rather  a  compliment.  It  is  evidence  of  growth,  and  in- 
choate condition,  of  a  transition  period,  through  which  it  is  pass- 
ing from  a  lower  to  a  higher  state  of  development,  from  a  system 
of  empiricism  based  on  authority,  to  one  of  scientific  accuracy 
based  upon  induction,  and  a  deeper  insight  into  the  laws  of  na- 
ture. It  is  within  living  memory  that  medical  practice  rested  al- 
most wholly  upon  empiricism — physiology  and  pathology,  the 
main  pillows,  of  rational  scientific  medicine,  having  originated 
within  the  present  century,  at  least  in  their  relation  to  therapeu- 
tics. Such  a  mass  of  facts  and  principle  has  of  late  years  been 
pouring  in  upon  scientific  medicine,  there  has  not  been  time  for 
them  to  take  their  proper  places,  to  be  assigned  their  relative 
position.  No  reproach,  this,  an  augury  of  good  rather,  portend- 
ing a  grand  future  for  rational  medicine.  Here  then,  is  a  grand 
work  for  professional  manhood,  worthy  to  engage  its  strength  and 
vigor,  to  examine  the  facts  and  principle,  and  to  test  the  theories 
based  upon  them. 

Here  it  is  that  each  can  get  in  his  work — each  working  for  all,  all 
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for  each.  Let  none  underestimate  it.  The  great  temple  of  rational 
scientific  medicine  is  to  be  builded  in  these  years)  but  before  even 
the  foundation  can  be  laid,  the  debris  of  authority  and  empiri- 
cism must  be  removed.  Paraphrasing  the  words  of  England's 
great  naval  commander,  upon  an  historic  occasion,  here  it  is  the 
profession  '  'expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty. ' ' 

It  is  a  sad — but  no  more  sad  than  true — commentary  upon  hu- 
man advancement  that  it  should  require  more  labor  to  displace 
error  than  to  establish  truth.  Nearly  twenty-five  centuries  passed 
away  after  Pythagoras  had  conceived  the  helio-centric,  or  true 
theory  of  the  planetary  system  before  it  was  accepted.  Why  ? 
Because  the  mind  of  the  race  was  preoccupied  by  error — the 
Ptolmaic  conception  had  to  be  dislodged  before  the  Copernican, 
or  true  theory  could  be  received.  "The  inaudible,  noiseless  foot 
of  time"  brings 

PROFESSIONAL  AGE, 

and  age,  reflection.  The  ages  of  professional  manhood  dulv  im- 
proved, in  age  is  wisdom.  Old  men  for  counsel,  young  men  for 
war.  The  vigor  of  youth  and  manhood  having  been  passed  in 
warring  upon  hasty  deductions  and  false  theories,  and  in  the  pur- 
suit of  truth,  the  age  of  reflection  takes  charge  of  results. 

The  history  of  human  progress  furnishes  not  a  few  instructive 
facts.  Copernicus,  a  universal  genius,  mathematician,  theolo- 
gian, physician,  astronomer,  the  discoverer  of  the  theory  of  the 
planetary  system,  commenced  and  pushed  to  an  early  completion 
his  great  work,  "De  Ccelestium  Orbium  Revolutionibus,"  destined 
to  render  his  name  immortal.  Though  urged  by  his  friends  and 
the  learned  all  over  Europe  to  publish  the  result  of  his  labors, 
this  tireless,  patient  worker  kept  on,  year  after  year,  touching,  re- 
touching and  revising  it  for  thirty  years — his  eyes  now  dimmed 
with  years,  having  been  gladdened  with  the  sight  of  the  first 
printed  copy  only  a  few  days  before  they  were  closed  in  death. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  great  discoverer  of  gravitation  to  verify 
the  three  empiric  laws  of  Kepler,  and  to  add  the  coup  de  grace 
to  the  theory  of  Copernicus.  The  immortal  Newton  conceived 
for  the  first  time  the  law  of  gravitation  in  1666,  he  published 
the  "Principia,"  containing  the  demonstration  in  1686.  His  great 
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work  on  optics^begun  in  1675,  was  not  permitted  to  see  the  light 
until  1704. 

THE  ORIGIN  OF  SPECIES  BY  MEANS  OF  NATURAL  SELECTION, 

was  published  in  1859,  when  the  author  was  fifty  years  old.  It 
was  commenced  when  he  was  twenty-two.  Probably  no  book, 
certainly  none  in  modern  times,  ever  exerted  so  much  influence 
in  so  short  a  time  over  human  thought,  ever  produced  so  great  a 
revolution  in  the  literature  of  the  race.  It  will  give  some  idea 
of  the  power  exerted  by  the  labors  of  this  incomparable  genius 
to  state  that  a  mere  catalogue  of  the  literature  of  Darwinism  en- 
titled *  "Darwinische  Theorie,"  by  J.  W.  Sprengel  of  Berlin, 
gives  thirty-six  octavo  pages  to  titles  of  books  devoted  to  this 
subject,  and  contains  the  names  of  three  hundred  and  twelve 
authors.  History  furnishes  hundreds  of  similar  instances,  not  so 
illustrious,  but  equally  instructive.  They  are  mentioned  in  this 
connection  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  subject  of  medical 
literature;  worse,  cruder  it  is  believed  than  that  originating  in  any 
other  department  of  thought. t 

To  say  that  the  country  is  flooded  with  it  is  simply  to  put  in 
words  what  everybody  knows; — to  add  that  much  of  it  is  not 
worth  the  paper  upon  which  it  is  written,  is  but  stating  what 
every  thoughtful  medical  man  knows,  comes  far  short  of  the 
truth.  It  is  not  simply  that  it  does  no  good, — it  does  immense 
harm.  To  the  young  and  ill-taught,  this  popular  trash  is  much 
more  attractive  than  instructive  matter.  Perhaps  it  is  not  over- 
stating the  fact,  to  add  that  a  large  number  of  uncultivated  med- 
ical men  waste  time  enough  over  this  poor  stuff  to  make  them  if 
devoted  to  profitable  study,  useful  in  their  profession.  It  lowers 
the  standard  of  medical  literature,  it  vitiates  the  taste  of  its  read- 
ers. It  is  to  be  hoped  it  does  some  good,  but  what,  if  any,  it 
would  be  hard  to  state.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  name  medical 
journals  of  no  mean  circulations,  in  which,  perhaps,  the  advertise- 
ments constitute  the  most  profitable  reading  to  be  found  in  their 
colnmns; — a  mere  glance,  being  sufficient  to  show  any  one  with 
the  least  acquaintance  with  the  medical  sciences,  that  the  bulk 
of  reading  matter  is  made  up  of  cases  of  not  the  least  scientific 
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value — of  crude,  immature  opinions,  and  of  the  self-inflated  con- 
clusions of  folly  and  ignorance. 

PROFESSIONAL  AGE,  THE  AGE  OF  REFLECTION, 

can  occupy  itself  in  no  way  more  profitably  for  the  advancement 
of  rational  scientific  medicine — supposing  of  course  the  period 
of  youth  and  vigor  of  manhood,  passed  as  already  indicated — than 
in  putting  in  shape  for  instruction  and  preservation  the  real  dis- 
coveries and  practical  results  of  times, — results  as  different  from 
and  as  superior  to  the  crass  views  and  inflated  nonsense  of  the 
thoughtless  ignoramus  desiring  simply  to  see  his  name  in  print, 
as  the  diamond  is  different  from,  and  superior  to  the  crude  coal. 

It  is  little  to  be  sure,  that  any  one  individual  can  contribute  in 
a  short  lifetime.    Let  none  be  discouraged  on  this  account. 

If  the  many  littles  that  make  the  much, — it  is  the  quality  not 
quantity.  A  lady  friend  of  the  writer,  consulting  the  veteran 
botanist, — the  late  Doctor  Asa  Gray,  of  Harvard,  in  regard  to 
the  publication  of  a  botany  of  the  flora  of  Texas, — a  work  she 
had  just  prepared  with  great  labor, — remarked:  "Really,  Doctor, 
I  feel  ashemed  to  submit  to  your  inspection  the  result  of  my  poor 
labors  having  been  able  to  add  so  little  to  the  general  subject". 
"My  dear,"  answered  the  great  man,"  it  is  only  a  unit,  the  best 
of  us  can  contribute  after  a  lifetime  of  study  to  any  subject;  but 
of  these  units  the  material  development  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury is  the  aggregate  result. 


REPORT  OF  A  CASE  OF  ABSENCE  OF  THE  UTERUS,  FALLOPIAN 
TUBES  AND  0 VARIES,  ASSOCIATED   WITH  MALFORMA- 
TION OF  THE  VAGINA  AND  URETHRA. 


By  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D.,  Saltillo,  Mexico. 


[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

MRS.  R  ,  aged  twenty-one,  a  strong,  healthy  looking, 
finely  developed  Mexican  woman,  consulted  me  in  1883, 
concerning  the  condition  of  her  generative  organs.  She  stated 
that  she  had    always    enjoyed  the  most  perfect  health;  that 
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she  had  been  married  three  years;  had  never  menstruated; 
had  never  experienced  any  sexual  desire,  or  sexual  enjoy- 
ment ;  that  after  her  marriage,  her  husband  had  not  been 
able  to  copulate  with  her,  until — to  use  her  own  language — "the 
door  had  been  opened  by  a  surgical  operation;"  that  since  the 
■operation  the  sexual  act  was  only  occasionally  complete,  and  that 
at  such  times  it  was  always  attended  with  a  greater  or  lesser  flow 
•of  water,  with  more  or  less  of  pain,  and  invariably  followed  by  a 
•day  or  two  of  vesical  irritability,  partial  incontinence  and  dis- 
charge of  a  little  clotted  blood.  She  denied  ever  to  have  ex- 
perienced anything  like  a  monthly  molumen,  or  to  have  had 
either  vicarious  hemorrhages,  or  other  discharges. 

The  patient  being  chloroformed — at  her  earnest  solicitation, 
and  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  that  the  entire  examina- 
tion was  conducted  under  the  influence  of  that  drug — it  was 
noted  that  the  chest  was  broad,  full  and  prominent;  the  mammary 
glands  were  small  and  flaccid;  the  nipples  small,  almost  rudimen- 
tal  in  character;  waists  tapering,  pelvis  and  hips  broad  and 
roomy;  legs,  round  and  tapering;  hands  and  feet  small  and  ef- 
feminate; facial  expression,  feminine;  head  covered  with  a  lux- 
uriant growth  of  hair.  In  short,  the  patient's  physique  repre- 
sented the  strong,  healthy,  robust  female  type. 

By  inspection,  the  mons  veneris  was  found  well  covered  with 
hair;  the  labia  majora  and  minora,  the  clitoris  and  the  peri- 
neum, normally  developed;  large  and  prominent  remains  of  the 
meatus  urethrse. 

On  introducing  my  index  finger  into  the  vagina,  I  found  that 
canal  to  be  one  inch  in  depth,  somewhat  conoidal  in 
shape,  with  its  apex  terminating  in  the  meatus  urethrse,  the  lat- 
ter permitting  my  finger  to  pass  on  into  the  bladder,  through  an 
urethra  about  a  third  of  an  inch  long. 

I  next  instituted  search  for  the  uterus  by  passing  a  long  curved 
blunt  steel  sound  into  the  bladder  and  my  right  index  finger  into 
the  rectum.  In  this  way,  search  was  made  in  every  direction;  up- 
wards and  downwards  in  the  median  line,  to  the  right  and  to 
the  left,  but  nothing  could  be  found  representing  the  slightest 
trace  of  that  organ,  even  in  its  most  rudimentary  form — the  point 
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of  the  instrument  touching  my  finger,  whenever  the  two  were 
approximated;  nor  could  I,  with  the  left  index  finger  in  the  blad- 
der, the  right  in  the  rectum,  with  strong  pressure,  by  an  assist- 
ant behind  the  pubis,  over  the  hypogastric,  and  in  the  right  and 
left  inquinal  regions,  after  a  very  careful  examination,  detect  any 
trace  whatever,  of  either  the  uterus,  fallopian  tubes  or  ovaries. 
Pushing  my  investigation  a  little  further,  I  again  examined  for 
the  left  ovary  and  fallopian  tube  with  the  index  finger  of  my 
left  hand  in  the  rectum,  while  I  made  counter  pressure  with  my 
right  over  the  left  inguinal  region,  and  deep  down  into  the  pel- 
vis, while  for  those  of  the  right  side,  with  the  right  index  finger 
in  the  bladder,  but  wiih  like  negative  results. 

This  lady  and  her  husband,  desiring  a  refutation  or  a  confir- 
mation of  my  diagnosis  and  prognosis,  especially  with  reference 
to  child-bearing,  about  a  year  ago,  placed  herself  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Smith,  of  this  city,  a  gynecologist  of  large  experience  and 
of  no  mean  ability.  The  Doctor  subjected  her  to  several  extended 
and  searching  examinations,  and  finally  agreed  with  me  as  to 
the  complete  absence  of  the  uterus,  the  fallopian  tubes  and 
ovaries,  and  to  the  existence  of  the  malformations  narrated 
above. 

In  a  conversation  with  Dr.  Porth,  a  well  learned  German  phy- 
sician of  this  city,  concerning  Mrs.  R.'s  condition,  and  subse- 
quent to  the  examination  herein  detailed,  he,  who  made  the 
operation — "opened  the  door,"  I  learned  that  some  few  months 
after  her  marriage,  he  was  called  upon  to  remove  some  barrier  to 
the  sexual  act;  that  he  found  a  thickened,  rigid,  unyielding 
hymen  circularis  which  he  divided  by  a  crucial  incision,  but,  as 
his  examination  extended  no  farther,  he  was  unable  to  say 
whether  my  diagnosis  of  the  case  was  correct  or  not. 

The  rare  occurrence  of  such  cases  as  is  the  subject  of  this 
report,  shall  constitute  my  apology,  if  any  is  needed,  for  pre- 
senting it  to  the  profession.  True,  none  of  the  conditions,  if  ex- 
isting alone,  would  be  of  any  special  interest,  but  taken  as  a 
whole, — the  unyielding  hymen  removed  by  Dr.  Porth,  the  mal- 
formation of  the  vagina  and  of  the  urethra,  the  latter  occasion- 
ally taking  the  place  of  the  former  in  the  act  of  copulation,  fon 
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undoubtedly  the  phenomena  described  by  Mrs.  R.,  as  attending 
and  following  coition,  are  produced  by  the  male  organ  entering 
the  bladder,  the  absence  of  the  uterus,  the  fallopian  tubes  and  of 
the  ovaries — they  make  up  a  case  that  is  exceedingly  rare<  and 
one  which  in  my  humble  judgment,  will  not  be  without  interest 
to  some,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  many  eminent 
gynecologist  deny  that  a  positive  diagnosis  of  complete  absence 
of  the  uterus  can  be  made  during  life. 


SOME   REMARKS    ON   THE  TREATMENT   OF  UNCOMPLICATED 
WOUNDS  AND  ULCERS. 


By  B.  K.  Hadra.  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Surgery,  Texas  Medical  College,  Galveston. 


[Read  before  Galveston  Medical  Club,  and  furnished  to  Daniel's  Texas 
Medical  Journal  for  publication.] 

ACCORDING  to  your  rules,  it  is  my  duty  to  read  a  paper 
before  you  to-night  as  an  introductory  to  your  club.  I  was 
told  that  the  shorter  it  would  be,  the  more  it  would  be  appreciated. 
I  hope  then  that  in  this  respect  you  will  be  gratified. 

Simplicity  is  a  virtue,  perhaps  nowhere  more  so  than  in  surgery. 
The  simpler  therefore  the  treatment  of  a  large  class  of  surgical 
ailments,  the  better  able  will  we  be  to  accomodate  the  patient 
and  ourselves. 

According  to  the  present  views  on  inflammation  and  ulcera- 
tions, it  is  the  pathogenic  germ  which  causes  the  abnormal  chan- 
ges, sufficient  to  prevent  the  injured  tissues  from  repairing  them- 
selves by  the  natural  process  of  healing.  We  may  take  it  for 
granted  that  any  break  of  sound  tissue  would,  if  left  alone,  and 
if  kept  in  apposition,  be  remedied  by  a  reparative  process, 
endowed  to  it  by  nature.  If  this  be  true,  then  the  best  thing 
for  us  to  do  would  be,  not  to  meddle  with  wounds  at  all,  and  in 
reality  this  principle  is  the  basis  of  modern  surgery.  Uncompli- 
cated wounds  which  do  not  require  special  attention  to  blood  ves- 
sels, nerves  or  tendons,  or  which  are  not  penetrating  into  cavi- 
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ties  or  secretory  organs,  should  simply  be  closed  so  as  to  prevent 
the  pathogenic  germ  from  entering.  This  is  certainly  nothing 
new  to  you,  but  I  wish  to  make  a  point  that  the  methods  mostly 
used  to  day,  are  yet  doing  too  much  by  overdoing  asepsis 
and  antisepsis.  For  cleasning  wounds  there  are  used  by  most  of 
us  antiseptic  fluids  strong  enough  to  kill  the  germs.  But  evident- 
ly the  tissues  must  also  suffer  from  such  foreign  substances.  The 
matter  stands  thus:  either  the  antiseptic  solution  is  not  strong 
enough  to  kill  the  germ,  or  it  is,  and  then  not  only  the  patholo- 
gical but  also  the  normal  bodies,  with  which  it  comes  in  contact, 
will  be  injured.  Of  course,  where  contamination  has  already  oc- 
curred, the  consideration  of  destroying  the  virus,  is  so  prepon- 
derating that  the  care  for  repair  must  be  secondary.  Then  strong 
antiseptis,  drainage,  etc.,  is  called  for; — but  where  we  have  good 
reason  to  consider  a  wound  surgically  clean,  be  it  either  after  an 
operation  or  an  accident,  then  it  seems  only  reasonable  not  to 
lessen  the  chances  of  first  intention  by  antiseptics.  Uncontaminated 
blood  should  be  simply  washed  away  with  pure  (boiled)  water, 
using  as  little  rubbing  with  sponge,  etc.,  as  possible,  because  the 
minute  clots  which  close  the  mouths  of  the  vessels  will  evident- 
ly be  removed  by  such  harsh  treatment,  and  hemorrhage  as  well 
as  the  possibility  of  the  entrance  of  virulent  material  will  be  in- 
creased. Syringing  or  expressing  the  aseptic  sponge  at  some 
height,  so  as  to  wash  over  the  wound,  should  be  the  rule.  The 
surrounding  skin  may  be  well  disinfected. 

If  a  wound  is  once  well  united,  then  the  suture  ought  to  pro- 
tect it  against  the  entrance  of  any  foreign  substances,  and  I  do  not 
see  much  necessity  then  for  a  full  Lister's  application,  which 
may  irritate  surrounding  skin.  Of  course,  it  is  different  when 
drainage  is  practical.  In  the  first  place  a  good  cotton  padding 
and  before  all  a  well  overlapping  piece  of  (gutta  percha)  rubber 
tissue  is  all  that  is  needed.  This  latter  material  deserves  a  far 
greater  appreciation  than  it  has  found  among  general  practioners. 
Its  easily  rendered  aseptic  by  being  washed  in  sublimated  or  car- 
bolized  water;  it  is  impermeable,  cheap,  etc.,  but  before  all  it  is 
smooth  and  not  irritating;  however,  to  relieve  the  mind  of  the  pa- 
tient and  surgeon,  the  sutured  part  may  be  dusted  with  iodoform, 
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bismuth  or  some  similar  powder,  although  the  first  mentioned 
one  sometimes  causes  irritation,  even  to  the  extent  of  an 
eczematous  eruption. 

If  the  wound  cannot  be  closed  up  from  one  or  the  other  reason, 
but  if  it  should  from  all  evidence  be  aseptic,  I  deem  every  foreign 
body,  whatever  its]  name  may  be,  whether  medicated  or  not, 
whether  powder  or  ointment,  to  be  injurious.  If  strong,  it  will 
destroy  tissue  cells;  if  mild,  it  will  at  least  irritate,  and  under  all 
circumstances,  it  must  as  all  foreign  bodies  do,  interfere  with  the 
natural  process  of  reparation.  In  my  opinion  and  from  my  ex- 
perience, the  best  then  to  do,  is  to  clean  antiseptically  only  the 
surrounding  parts,  to  use  nothing  but  boiled  water  in  the  above 
described  manner  for  the  removal  of  blood  clots,  etc.,  and  then  to 
cover  the  wound  with  a  sufficiently  lars:e,  well  disinfected  piece 
of  gutta  percha  or  rubber  tissue,  which  after  being  bathed  in 
antiseptic  fluid  should  be  well  washed  off  in  simple  boiled  water  so 
as  not  to  carry  any  irritating  material.  Then  on  top  of  the  tissue  a 
cotton  padding  ma)'  be  fastened  with  a  rubber  bandage  for  pro- 
tection. 

The  same  principles  should  govern  us  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers, 
which  finally,  are  nothing  but  contaminated  breaks  of  the  skin 
with  such  changes  as  are  produced  by  the  inroad  of  pathogenic 
germs  into  the  deeper  situated  tissues. 

Fistulous  or  specific  ulcers  I  do  not  intend  to  consider  here.  I 
am  confining  myself  to  simple  flat  ulcers,  of  which  the  chronic 
ulcers  of  the  leg  is  the  best  knowm  representative. 

Here  of  course  we  must  use  sufficiently  strong  antiseptics,  first, 
to  render  the  ulcer  aseptic.  I  am  very  successful  with  a  perma- 
nent application  of  corrosive  sublimate  solution  1-3000  for  this 
purpose.  A  wetted  cotton  pad  which  is  constantly  kept  moist  is 
applied  from  3  to  5  days,  wrapped  over  with  a  piece  of  rubber 
tissue,  and  a  rubber  bandage,  in  order  to  keep  the  compress  well 
pressed  against  the  ulcer,  as  soon  as  every  trace  of  pus  has  dis- 
appeared nothing  should  be  done  but  to  apply  gutta  percha  tissue 
directly  to  sore,  and  a  gauze  compress  fastened  over  it.  This 
dressing  is  not  removed  for  several  days,  and  then  only  to 
watch  the  progress  and  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  a  perfect  asepsis. 
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Should  pus  appear  again  the  whole  process  is  repeated.  The 
patient  should  not  be  confined  to  bed  unless  venous  stasis  neces- 
sitates rest  and  an  elevation  of  the  affected  limb.  In  this  simple 
way  I  have  seen  even  the  much  dreaded  callous  ulcer  of  the  leg 
heal  quickly  and  withont  interfering  much  with  the  patient's  av- 
ocation. 

I  need  not  say  that  where  the  defect  of  the  skin  is  very  exten- 
sive, skin  grafting  or  skin  transplantation,  may  become  necessary ; 
but  it  is  surprising  how  under  the  above  described  management 
even  very  large  ulcers  will  heal,  the  borders  showing  from  day 
to  day  an  extension  of  the  epithelial  layer. 

Should,  however,  the  assistance  of  new  skin  centers  be  required 
in  the  middle  of  the  ulcer,  then  the  treatment  need  not  differ  after 
the  transplantation  from  the  one  mapped  out,  and  furthermore 
the  transparency  of  the  gutta  percha  tissue  will  permit  you  to 
watch  the  progress  of  the  grafts  so  that  you  can  clean  the  wounds 
from  secretions  whenever  they  should  unexpectedly  interfere 
with  attachment  of  new  tissues. 


EXOSTOSIS  EBURNEA. 


By  D.  L,.  Peepees,  M.  D.,  Navasota,  Texas. 


[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.  ] 
About  the  19th  of  October  last,  my  attention  was  called  to  the 
consideration  of  a  rapidly  growing  osseous  tumor,  upon  the  ex- 
ternal tuberosity  of  the  dextral  femur  on  a  lad  of  this  place. 
Patient  set.  12  years,  height  4  feet,  6  inches,  weight  65  pounds; 
complexion  pale  and  sallow,  constitutionally  frail  and  lean,  but 
of  a  sanguine  temperament,  with  no  cardiac  lesions,  except 
force  and  volume  comparatively  feeble  and  small.  After  investi- 
gating the  clinical  history  of  the  case,  I  concluded  it  was  of 
syphilitic  origin,  (hereditary.)  Dimensions  of  tumor,  i1/^  inches 
broad,  3^  inches  long,  and  protruding  2%  inches  from  fermur. 
Ossification  began  above  the  tuberosity,  and  had  extended  down 
to  infra-condyloidal  border,  sufficiently  to  impair  articulation  > 
and  he  constantly  suffered  nocturnal  pains,  and  was  growing 
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much  more  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable.  Early  operation 
for  removal  of  tumor  was  advised. 

On  the  23rd  of  October,  I  put  patient  on  the  following: 
R       Hyd.  Chlor.  Corr.        gr.  ii. 
Pot.  Iodide,  gvss, 
Fer.  et  Pot.  Tart.  3v. 
Tr.  Columbo 
M       Syr.  Simplex  q.  s.  3viii. 

Sig. — Teaspoonful  in  water  three  times  per  day,  for  purpose 
of  preparing  him  for  the  operation.  My  two  assistants  were 
Drs.  Ketchum  and  Gay.  The  operation  was  pertormed  nnder 
the  latest  and  strictest  antiseptic  precautions.  Solution  for  irri- 
gation, hyd.  chlor.  corr.  1  to  3000.  Solution  for  instruments, 
acd.  carb.  1  to  20.  Ksmarche's  bondage  and  tourniquet  were 
used,  hence  hemorrhage  was  reduced  to  the  minimum.  Ether 
was  used  instead  of  chloroform.  After  removal  of  bandage,  I 
made  an  incision  4^  inches  long,  from  below  upwards,  dissected 
the  parts,  exposed  tumor  and  extirpated  same.  When  the  tour- 
niquet was  removed,  considerable  oozing  occurred,  but  was  checked 
readily  by  hot  water  sponge  packs,  after  which  wound  was 
cleansed  and  filled  with  iodoform;  drainage  tubes  adjusted,  and 
the  parts  brought  together,  dressed  with  woolwood,  and  patient 
aroused  without  trouble.  The  whole  work  was  done  in  one  hour 
and  ten  minutes.  About  1%  hours  after  operation,  patient  col- 
lapsed gravely,  but  was  rescued  by  administration  of  whisky 
and  digital  is,  hypodermically,  whisky  and  amm.  carb.  internally. 

I  gave  quinine  and  strychnine  regularly  three  times  daily. 
Quinine  in  the  elixir  was  only  about  1  or  2  grs. ,  but  in  addition 
he  took  5  grs.  (quinine),  every  three  hours,  for  first  two  days, 
when  I  gave  5  grs.  every  four  hours;  but,  as  he  improved,  it  was 
reduced  to  every  five  hours,  and  finally  every  six  hours,  until 
discontinued.  In  addition  to  above,  he  took  15  M.  syr,  iodide 
fer.  Close  attention  was  paid  to  bowels.  Pulse  ranged  from  75 
to  100,  temperature  from  99  to  101  for  first  few  days,  when  they 
became  normal.  Wound  was  redressed  on  next  day,  on  account 
of  little  hemorrhage  the  first  night,  and  redressed  as  often  as 
necessary.    Listerine  was  passed  from  one  tube  through  the 
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wound  out  the  other.  Xo  opiates  or  anodynes  were  used  during- 
the  entire  course  of  treatment,  the  absence  of  pain  being  a 
conspicuous  feature.  Suppuration  just  enongh  to  slightly  stain 
dressing  at  extremity  of  tubes ;  nausea,  vomiting,  cephalalgia, 
and  cardial  weakness  were  the  principle  points  to  guard  against. 
On  seventh  day,  tubes  were  removed,  and  on  fourteenth  day  pa- 
tient was  up  and  walking  about ;  though  the  whole  knee  be- 
came cedematous,  and  I  requested  him  to  take  his  bed,  which  he 
did,  until  the  25th  of  December,  on  which  day  I  accompanied 
him  to  Montgomery. 

There  was  slight  stiffness  of  the  joint  only  for  a  short  while. 
Patient  has  not  had  any  nocturnal  pain  whatever,  since  the  oper- 
ation. The  operation  was  performed  December  2,  1888.  I  have 
one  piece  of  the  bone,  which  weighs  one  ounce,  the  balance  was 
taken  away  by  small  pieces. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  the  very  important  feature 
of  nutrition  was  carefully  attended  to,  patient  being  supported 
for  the  first  few  days  by  nutritive  enemata,  and  so  soon  as  the 
powers  of  assimilation  and  digestion  were  recuperated,  patient 
was  fed  liberally  in  small  quantities  only,  at  first,  on  milk,  beef 
essence  and  meat  juice,  and  other  such  nutritives.  The  usual 
means  of  suppressing  or  obviating  nausea,  were  resorted  to,  of 
course. 

Patient  is  now  at  school,  and  walks  four  miles  daily,  two  miles 
each  way;  besides,  he  playa  and  romps  without  any  inconvenieuce. 


Correspondence, 


Peytonvilxe,  Ark.,  April  4,  1889. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Joiunal: 

Enclosed  find  $  subscription  to  the  Journal.,  and  a  hastily 

prepared  article  for  its  pages. 

You  are  doing  a  grand  work  for  the  profession  in  Texas  in 
many  ways.  Especially  I  approve  of  your  advocacy  of  procuring" 
a  charter  for  the  State  Association.  We  here  in  Arkansas  feel 
the  need  of  just  such  a  live  and  progresssve  journal  as  yours. 
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We  had  a  good  journal,  but  for  want  of  proper  and  sufficient 
support,  it  went  the  way  of  all  such;  died  of  starvation,  in  fact. 
It  is  truly  said  :  "We  never  miss  the  water  until  the  well  runs 
dry."  We  only  realized  the  value  of  the  journal,  when  it  was  too 
late  to  recall  it.  Under  its  brief  influence  the  State  Society  was 
organized,  and  the  medical  department  of  our  University  was 
established;  both  of  which  institutions  are  still  living,  but  feel 
sadly  the  want  of  support  of  a  live  journal.  I  would  like  so  much 
to  be  with  you  at  San  Antonio,  for  well  I  know  there  are  many 
good  things  in  store  for  those  whose  good  fortune  it  will  be  to  be 
present. 

While  I  am  doing  very  well  here  professionally  and  otherwise- 
still  I  long  to  be  back  in  dear  old  Texas — the  home  of  my  child- 
hood and  early  manhood,  where  I  can  mingle  as  of  yore  with  my 
brethren,  and  meet  with  the  societies,  whose  sessions  were  always 
so  refreshing  and  so  beneficial.  I  long  for  them  as  the  hart  for 
the  brook;  and  sigh  to  think  it  may  be  I  shall  never  again  drink 
at  their  Pierian  springs.  Keep  a  look-out  for  a  good  place,  and 
— it  may  be  . 

Well  !    With  best  wishes, 

Yours  fraternallv, 

H.  S.  R. 


PRIORITY  IX  IN  THE  USE  OF  SALOL. 


German  vs.  American,  "Progress  of  Medicine;"  an  Unjust  Discrimi- 
nation. TYhy  is  it? 


Lettet  from  Prof.  Richard  H.  Day,  M.  D.,  New  Orleans 

Polyclinic. 


Edito>  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

The  following  qoutation  is  from  the  Philadephia  "Medical 
Register"  of  March  23,  1889: 

"The  latest  information  from  abroad  is  to  the  effect  that  Mr. 
Lowenthal  has  discovered  a  new  remedy  for  cholera  in  Salol,  his 
paper  having  been  presented  to  the  Academy  by  Prof.  Cornil, 
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presenting  the  results  of  investigations  of  Mr.  Lowenthal  in 
this  matter.  His  experiments  had  been  confined  to  animals, 
and,  of  course,  the  action  of  the  remedy  upon  man  cannot  be 
positively  stated  at  this  date. 

"The  value  ofSalol  in  several  intestinal  "affections  has  been 
demonstrated,  and  if  in  addition  to  this,  we  have  in  it  a  remedy 
for  the  scourge  of  cholora,  it  will  be  twice  welcome."  etc. 

I  enclose  to  you  with  this  letter,  a  copy  of  reprint  of  my  short 
article  on  the  use  of  salol  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  which 
was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  date  of  the  use  of  salol  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever 
by  myself,  clearly  shows,  that  I  was  among  the  first,  if  not  the 
first,  to  use  it  in  that  disease;  and  such  was  its  prompt,  decided 
and  phenomenal  success,  that  I  deemed  it  my  duty,  to  place  at  once 
before  the  medical  profession  of  this  country,  my  experience  of  its 
use — and  yet  although  publishedin  the  journal  of  the  association 
— and  many  of  the  reprints  distributed  to  many  of  my  confreres, 
and  sent  to  several  medical  journals,  in  order  that  the  remedy 
might  be  fully  tried  by  the  profession — and  in  localities,  in  our 
country  where  typhoid  fever  is  so  prevalent  and  destructive — all 
of  our  medical  journals  so  far  as  I  know,  have  failed  to  make  any 
comment  upon  my  article,  or  to  ask  the  profession  to  consider 
and  test  the  results  of  my  experience. 

Had  my  experience  emanated  in  Germany  or  France,  or  any 
other  foreign  count*  y — and  been  heralded  by  the  name  of  some 
Professor,  I  trow,  that  our  medical  journals  would  not  have  been 
slow  in  publishing  the  information — and  making  it  known  to  all 
of  our  reading  physicians. 

Mr.  Editor,  can  you  tell  how,  or,  why  it  is  that  the  labors  and 
work  and  experience  of  our  country  physicians  are  thus  ignored 
by  our  journals? 

Why  not  encourage  and  stimulate  their  labors  in  the  field  of 
medicine,  that  their  good  works  may  be  known  and  recognized; 
and  they,  if  meritorious,  receive  the  distinctions  and  the  honors 
accorded  to  metropolitan  professors  and  physicians? 

The  great  mass  of  physicians  all  over  this  wide  country,  must 
be  educated,  stimulated,  and  worked  up  to  the  high  standard  of 
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the  present  requirements  of  medicine,  if  we  would  make  our  pro- 
fession in  this  country  as  in  Europe,  useful,  respected  and  influen- 
tial. This  I  conceive  to  be  the  duty  of  our  journals — what  say 
you? 

Fraternally, 

Richard  H.  Day,  M.  D. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  March,  1889. 


TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS  OF  SECTIONS,  ETC. 


For  convenience  of  those  who  desire  to  contribute  papers,  we 
reproduce  the  list  of  chairmen  of  the  several  sections — and  also 
of  committees: 

Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica — Dr.  R.  B.  White, 
Ennis,  chairman;  Dr.  R.  A.  McCall,  Ennis,  secretary. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Children — Dr.  W.  H.  Wilkes,  Waco, 
chairman. 

Surgery  and  Anatomy — Dr.  J.  C.  Jones,  Gonzales,  chairman. 

State  Medicine  and  Public  Hygiene — Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen, 
Austin,  chairman. 

Gynecology — Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra,  Galveston,  chairman;  Dr.  Geo. 
H.  Lee,  secretary. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  Psychology  and  Chemistry — Dr.  D.  R. 
Wallace,  Terrell,  chairman. 

Ophthalmology  and  Otology— Dr.  R.  H.  Chilton,  Dallas, 
chairman. 

Electro  Therapeutics—  Dr.  W.  M.  Powell,  Albany,  chairman. 
Dermatology — Dr.  H.  L.  Taylor,  Waco,  chairman. 
Committee  of  Arrangements — Dr.  F.  Herff,  San  Antonio,  chair- 
man. 

The  following  committees  are  expected  to  report: 
Collection  Surgical  Cases — Dr.  Geo.  Cupples,  chairman. 
Legislation — Dr.  Geo.  Cupples.  chairman. 
[Necrology — no  appointment  made.] 
[Prize  Essay — no  appointment  made.] 
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Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  new  draft  of  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  presented  at  last  meeting  and  not  disposed  of — Dr. 
R.  H.  Harrison,  sr.,  chairman. 

Committee  to  examine  paper  selected  by  Prize  Essay  committee 
for  presentation  to  the  Association,  and  recommended  for  the 
prize — Dr.  G.  P.  Hall,  chairman. 

Committee  to  memorialize  the  Legislature  to  set  apart  a  room 
in  the  Capitol  for  the  Association — Dr.  F.  R.  Martin,  chairman. 

The  Judicial  Council  consists  of  Drs.  W.  L.  York,  Decatur; 
J.  R.  Johnson,  Bryan;  H.  H.  Thorpe,  Liberty  Hill;  D.  M.  Ray, 
Whiteright.  P.  C.  Coleman.  Colorado;  R.  Rutherford,  Houston; 
M.  D.  Knox,  Hillsboro;  R.  C.  Nettles;  Marlin;  I.  E.  Clarke, 
Schulenburg;  C.  M.  Ramsdell,  Lampasas;  T.  J.  Bell,  Tyler;  R. 
H.  Harrison,  sr.,  Columbus. 


Notice  to  Members  Texas  State  Medicae  Association. 
— It  t;ikes  money  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  Association. 
Two  successive  years  the  Publishing  Committee  have  been  in 
straits  for  means  to  issue  the  transactions  in  good  form;  many 
are  shamefully  delinquent,  and  must  pay  up.  Come  to  San  An- 
tonio prepared  to  pay  in  full.  Every  member  will  be  required 
to  pay,  upon  registering;  that  is  the  rule,  and  will  be  enforced. 
Those  who  desire  to  remit  upon  receipt  of  this,  and  before  the 
meeting,  as  well  as  those  who  will  not  attend,  are  requested  to 
send  the  money  to  the  Treasurer,  Dr.  J.  Larenden  at  Houston, 
and  not  to  the  Seaetary. 


Pleasant  for  Uncle  Jack. — (Uncle  Jack  returns  from  a  long 
walk,  and,  being  somewhat  thirsty,  drinks  from  a  tumbler  he 
finds  on  the  table.  Enter  his  little  niece  Allie,  who  instantly  sets 
up  a  yell  of  despair.) 

Uncle  Jack:  "What's  the  matter,  Allie  ?" 

Allie  (weeping^):  "You've  drinked  up  my  aquarium  and  swal- 
lowed my  free  'ittle  pollywogs." 


Drs.  L.  B.  Creath,  of  Kinneyville,  and  Q.  A.  Shuford,  o 
Tyler,  are  attending  a  special  course  at  the  N.  O.  Polyclinic. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Succus  Alterans. 


(McDADE.) 

SUCCUS  AI/TtfRAXS  is  a  purely  vegetable oompouud  of  the  preserved  juices 
of  Stillingia  Sylvatcia,  Lappa  Minor,  Phytolacca  Dcoandra,  Smilax  ^arsaparilla 
and  Xanthoxylum  (aroliniauum,  as  collected  by  Da.  Geo.  W.  McDade  exclus- 
ively for    li  Lilly  &  Co  ,  and  endorsed  by  1>B.  J.  Marion  Sims. 

(SUCCUS  AI/TERAXS  continues  to  gain  favor  from  its  remarkable  Alterative 
and  Tonic  properties,  eliminating  specific  poison  from  the  blood  and  increasing  the 
proportion  of  red  corpuscles  in  avcemic  patients  to  a  wonderful  degree;  is  endorsed 
by  the  medical  profession  and  in  use  by  many  hospitals  of  note. 

SUCClTgl  AL'I'KBAMM  in  venereal  and  cutaneous  diseases  is  fast  supplanting 
Mercury,  the  iodides  and  Arsenic;  and  is  a  certain  remedy  for  Mercurializa- 
tion,  lodism,  and  the  dreadful  effects  often  following  the  use  of  Arsenic  in 
skin  diseases 

SUCCUS  ALTERAXS  is  also  strongly  recommended  for  its  Tonic  and  Alterative 
effects  in  myriad  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  in  all  cases  where  anaemia  is 
a  factor.  Such  patients  rapidly  develop  a  good  appetite,  sleep  soundly,  and 
gain  flesh  rapidly.  Many  cases  are  on  record  where  patients  increased  ten  to 
twenty- five  pouods  in  weight  in  a  few  weeks. 

Queens  Alterans  is  giving  satisfactory  results  in  treatment  of  Chronic  Rheuma- 
tism and  can  be  used  with  confidence. 

Succns  Alterans  may  be  given  for  any  length  of  time,  without  injury  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

Saccus  Alterans  is  put  up  in  pint  round  amber  bottles,  and  never  in  hidk. 

PHVSICIANS  who  have  not  received  Dr.  ucDade's  latest  publication,  the 
Monographia  Svphilitica,  should  send  their  address,  mentioning  this  jour- 
nal, and  we  will  mail  a  copy.  It  contains  a  paper,  illustrated  with  colored 
plates,  by  Dr.  Ii.  H.  UOODWILLIE,  of  New  York,  on  the  "sequelae  of  Syphilis," 
reports  of  cases  in  practice,  and  many  other  valuable  papers. 


In  Prescribing,  please  be  careful  to  write 

Elixir  Furgans  (Lilly) 

That  other  preparations  may  not  be 
substituted. 


ELIXIR  PURGrANS. 

Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  reliably  stimulates  the  dormant  liver,  without  undue  irri- 
tation, and  has  gentle  yet  positive  effect  upon  the  alimentary  tract.  In  Habitual 
Constipation,  so  common  in  Women  and  Children,  it  will  be  found  particularly 
useful.  Its  endorsement  at  Eellevue  and  many  other  prominent  hospitals,  East  and 
vn  est,  as  well  as  its  employment  in  general  practice  by  the  most  eminent  medical 
men,  confirms  the  experience  of  years  in  its  use. 
tach  Teaspoonful  Pepresents 

Rhamnus  Purshiana  10  grs. 

Euonymus  Atropur  8  grs 

i  assia  Acutifolia  (f  urif.).  ..10  grs. 

Iris  Versicolor  4  grs. 

Hyoscyamus  Niger   ..  2  grs 

Aromatics,  etc. 

Highly  Recommended. 

We  take  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly),  as  prepared  from  the 
.bove  formula,  for  in  it  we  find  a  near  approach  to  positive  perfection  in  the  form  of 
i  Liquid  Cathartic,  and,  from  our  experience  with  the  preparation,  can  highly  rec- 
»mmend  it  to  the  profesiion. 

J  \MES  K.  HKaLY,  M.  D.,  Sup't  Infants'  &  Children's  Hospital  Rindall's  Island,  N.Y 

W.  U.  ROBINSON.  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Bureau  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Relief tothe  Out- 
door Poor,  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York. 

J.  H.  SHORT  KK,  M.  D.,  Surgeonto  New  York  Opthalmicand  Aural  Institute. 

JOHN  A.  ARNOLD,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Kings  Co.  Hospital,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 

NFL  OV  B.  SIZER,  M.  D.,  Sen.  Surg.  Brooklun  and  E.  Brooklyn  Dispensary,  N.  Y. 

EDWARD  J.  DAKKKN,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Demilt  Dispenwy,  New  York  City. 

A.  W.  CaTLIN,  M.  D  ,  Attending  Physician  St.  John's  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

^HAS  H.  COBB,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Columbus  Lying-in  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 

H.  8.  DEARING,  M.  J  ).,  Fellow  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  Etc. 

T.  J.  BRODR1CK,  M.  D.,  Surg.  Charlestoum,  Mass,,  Free  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

■IT  T  X  TT  T         J?    #*•  f\      Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 

-lljJi   ll&JUAAM    OL   WU,,  Indianapolis,  Intl.,  U.  S.  A. 

SUPPLIED    BY   ALL  DRUGGISTS. 


A  D  VER  TISKMENTS. 


Carnrich  Soluble  Food 


Is  the  nearest  approach  to  Human  Milk  that  has  thus 
far  been  prodtcced. 


During  the  past  season  a  large  number  of  Physicians  and  eminent 
Chemists  visited  our  Laboratory  at  ixoshen,  N.  Y.,  and  witnessed 
even'  detail  connected  with  the  production  of  Carnrick's  Soluble 
Food.  This  invitation  to  witness  our  process  is  continously  open  to 
Physicians  and  Chemists.  All  expenses  from  New  York  to  Goshen 
and  return  will  be  paid  by  us.  The  care  used  in  gathering  the  milk, 
its  sterilization ,  and  the  cleanliness  exercised  in  every  step,  cannot 
be  excelled. 


Pancrobilin. 

Prepared  {in  both  Liquid  and  Pill form)  Extracts  of  Pancreas  and  Bile 

This  preparation  is  designed  expressly  to  increase  the  digestion  and  ab 
sorption  of  fats. 

We  believe  that  the  fat-digesting  properties  of  pancreatine  and  bile  are  in- 
separable, and  that  without  their  union  in  the  intestinal  tract  but  little,  if 
any,  fat  would  be  digested  aud  absorbed. 

Pancrobilin  will  be  found  of  great  service  in  Phthisis  and  other  wasting  diseases. 
Nervous  Prostration,  Constipation,  Inanition,  Malnutrition,  Intestinal  Indigestion 
and  wherever  there  is  a  failure  to  assimilate  fats. 

If  the  skin  is  first  wet  with  Liquid  Pancrobilin,  the  inunction  of  ouVwill  be  greatly- 
facilitated. 

Liquid  Pancrobilin  is  put  up  in  pound  bottles. 

Pill  Pancrobilin  is  put  up  in  bottles  holding  100  pills.  The  coating  of  the  pills 
will  resist  acid  digestion  when  ffiven  as  directed,  but  will  be  quickly  dissolved  in  the 
alkaline  secretions  of  the  duodenum. 


Phospho-Caffein  Comp. 

{Granular  Effervescing?) 

Formula  for  each  dessertspoonful  :— Caffein.  Acidi  Phosphorici  aa,  grains,  ss. 
Antipyrin.    Ext.  Apii.  Grav.  dulc  (Celery),  aa  grains,  i.    Sodium  Bromide,  grains,  v. 

The  satisfactory  results  produced  by  Phospho-Caffein  Comp.  in  Headaches,  Neu- 
ralgia, Insomnia,  Neurasthenia  and  general  Nervous  Irritability,  are  not  due  to  the 
effect  of  any  one  Ingredient,  but  to  the  happy  effect  of  the  combination.  A  thorough 
series  of  comparative  tests  have  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the  above  formula 
over  any  other  in  the  market. 

REED  &  CARNRICK,  New  York. 


EDITORIAL;  Departoeot. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COLIjABOBATOBS  -   

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen.  Austin.  Dr.  J.   W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hartra,  M.  D.,  Gktlveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tver,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Anionio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osbnrn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H  L.  Bibb,  Me.rico. 

Dr  E-  J.  Docrinu,  I  hieago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall.  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


THE  SAN  ANTONIO  MEETING,  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Within  a  very  few  days  after  this  issue  of  the  Journal,  reaches 
its  readers,  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  will  assemble  in 
its  21st  annual  session. — The  meeting  will  be  held  at  San  An- 
tonio, beginning  Tuesday  morning,  April  23rd,  and  will  continue 
four  days. 

Those  physicians  who  expect  to  attend  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
coming members,  are  here  reminded  of  the  necessity  of  bringing 
with  them  proper  credentials,  either  a  diploma,  or  a  certificate 
from  the  clerk  of  the  County  or  District  Court  in  the  County  in 
which  they  reside,  that  the  diploma  has  been  duly  registered. 
The  payment  of  the  initiation  fee  and  one  years  dues — in  all  $10, 
is  also  required. 

We  beg  also  to  remind  delinquent  members  of  a  resolution  which 
was  passed  at  the  Dallas  meeting,  which  virtually  wipes  out  all 
arrears;  and  a  member  who  owes  two,  three  or  more  year's  dues, 
can  be  reinstated  by  paying  the  initiation  fee  and  one  year's  dues, 
$10,  as  required  of  new  members. 

The  Secretary  also  begs  to  repeat  the  request  that  all  papers  to 
be  read  by  members — either  in  open  session,  or  in  sections,  should 
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be  carefully  prepared— written  in  ink  or  type  written,  and  duly 
paged.  Proper  names  and  technical  terms  must  be  plainly  writ- 
ten. They  should  also  be  endorsed  on  the  back  with  name  o 
author  and  subject,  and  the  section  to  which  it  belongs.  After 
being  read,  the  author  should  see  that  his  paper  is  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  general  Secretary.  The  cbservance  of  the  above 
will  save  much  trouble  and  annoyance,  when  it  comes  to  edit- 
ing papers  for  publication  in  the  transactions. 

Secretaries  of  sections  are  also  respectfully  urged  to  take  full 
notes  of  all  important  discussions,  and  at  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ing, hand  to  the  Secretary  all  papers  read  in  their  respective 
sections,  together  with  notes  of  proceedings  had,  and  the  discus- 
sion on  papers,  in  the  order  in  which  they  occurred. 

On  arrival,  delegates  from  local  societies  are  respectfully  urged 
to  furnish  the  Secretary  with  a  list  of  their  representatives  present, 
and  the  officers  of  their  respective  societies.  The  co-operation  of 
all,  is  respectfully  solicited,  toward  securing  a  perfect  record 
of  the  proceedings. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  LUCIEN  B.  JOHNSON. 


The  profession  of  Texas,  and  especially  of  Austin,  has  suffered 
a  sad  loss  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Johnson,  tie  was  a  native  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, Ohio,  but  removed  South  many  years  ago,  and  in 
1880  came  to  Travis  county,  Texas.  He  located  at  Del  Valle, 
near  Austin,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  connection  with  the 
practice  for  awhile,  and  removed  to  Austin  in  1882. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  exceedingly  popular;  being  benevolent,  kind- 
hearted  and  hospitable,  he  won  all  hearts,  and  his  death  is 
mourned  by  all  classes  in  Austin.  I^e  was  a  member  of  the 
Austin  District,  and  the  Travis  County  Medical  Societies,  and 
also  of  the  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association.  He  was 
also  a  Knight  Templar,  and  his  funeral,  which  occurred  April  1 1 , 
and  was  largely  attended,  was  conducted  under  the  auspices  of 
that  grand  Order, — his  confreres  of  the  medical  profession  acting 
as  pall-bearers.  The  ceremonies  were  most  touching  and  impres- 
sive, and  were  rendered  more  so  by  the  funeral  rites  of  the  Epis- 
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copal  Chnrcb,  conducted  by  Rev.  T.  B.  Lee.  The  coffin,  and 
later  the  grave,  was  profusely  covered  with  lovely  flowers,  ten- 
derly laid  there  as  a  last  tribute  to  the  worth  of  a  dear,  departed 
friend. 


DEATH  OF  MRS.  JORDAN  W.  LAMBERT. 


Scarcely  had  subsided  the  shock  to  his  large  circle  of  friends, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  caused  by  the  announcement 
of  the  death  of  Jordan  W.  Lambert,  of  St.  Louis,  before  we  are 
called  upon  to  chronicle  the  death  of  his  young  and  accomplished 
wife,  Mrs.  Lillie  Lambert,  nee  Wynne.  She  died  in  St.  Louis,  March 
31,  ult.,  and  was  laid  by  the  side  of  her  husband  on  the  1st,  inst 

Mrs.  Lambert' was  a  model  woman,  and  combined  in  her  char- 
acter, rare  traits  of  benevolence  and  charity,  love  and  sympathy; 
and  in  every  relation  of  life,  in  society,  in  the  home  circle,  and 
in  the  church,  was  an  ornament;  her  character  was  most  exem- 
plary. As  a  mother  to  her  young  charge  of  five, — four  sons  and 
one  daughter — all  xmder  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  beauty  of  her 
true  womanhood  shone  most  resplendent.  Oh,  who  shall  com- 
fort the  tender  flock  so  sadly  bereaved,  but  Him  who  tempereth 
the  winds  to  the  shorn  lamb?  May  He  take  them  into  His  spe- 
cial keeping,  and  guard  them  against  those  evils  which  she  had 
so  sedulously  taught  them  to  avoid. 


Still  Born — As  predicted  by  this  Journal  the  individual  bill 
for  a  State  Board  of  Health  presented  to  the  2 1st  Legislature  and  to 
the  T.  S.  M.  A.  Committee  on  Legislature — not  by  any  association, 
but  sent  to  Senator  Woodward  in  a  letter  over  an  individual  sig- 
nature with  instructions  to  introduce  it — not  only  failed  to  pass 
but  failed  to  receive  a?iy  notice  whatever  at  the  hands  of  the  Legis- 
lature; it  was  read  and  referred  to  Committee,  and,  there  it  was 
pigeon-holed;  never  saw  day-light  again! 

We  omitted  to  state  in  our  last  issue  that  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation  being  importuned  to 
adopt  it,  by  those  who  had  cut-out  the  work  ready  to  their  hands, 
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unasked — and  help  it  through,  met  LnAustin  and  formally  declined 
to  touch  it, — even  with  a  pair  of  tongs. 

This  action  though  not  loud  was  significant;  a  liberal  interpre- 
tation of  it  might  be  construed  into,  "when  we  want  your  assist- 
ance we  will  ask  for  it. ' ' 

Our  remarks  in  last  issue  were  by  no  means  intended  for  a  large 
class  of  physicians  who  advocated  the  passage  of  a  bill — not 
knowing  that  the  State  Association  had  a  committee  in  the  field 
especially  entrusted  with  the  important  work  of  framing  and  pre 
senting  a  bill  at  their  discretion,  but  were  intended  for  those  who 
did  know  this,  and  yet  were  ambitious  to  figure  in  the  matter, — 
even  unasked.  We  do  not  understand  that  the  bill  in  question 
emanated  from  any  medical  or  sanitary  organization;  we  saw  the 
letter  accompanying  it,  and  it  bore  the  signature  as  well  as  the 
eat  marks  of  a  certain  loud  party ,  "nameles  slier e  forever  more.''' 

We,  in  common  with  most  of  the  members  of  the  State  Asso- 
ciation are  in  favor  of  a  Board  of  Health,  or  of  some  addition  to 
the  present  so  called  health  system,  whereby  the  important  fea- 
ture of  vital  statistics  can  be  looked  after;  but  as  the  matter  has 
been  left  to  a  committee  we  must  await  their  report,  at  least, 
before  any  other  action  can  well  be  taken. 


The  Committee  of  Arrangements  at  the  appointed  place  of 
meeting  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  have  usually 
procured  reduced  rates  on  the  railroads  and  at  hotels,  and  has 
also  usually  sent  out  in  advance  of  the  meeting,  notices  to  mem- 
bers covering  these  and  other  points  of  interest.  Just  why  this 
has  not  been  done  in  the  present  instance  by  the  committee  at 
San  Antonio  is  hard  to  conjecture.  The  Journal,  ever  desirous 
to  post  members  on  all  points  of  interest  in  connection  with  an 
approaching  meeting,  wrote  twice  to  San  Antonio  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  asking  for  the  railroad  and  hotel  rates 
for  publication  in  this  issue, — which  will  reach  readers  just  be- 
fore the  meeting,  but  for  some  reason  said  members  failed  to  fur- 
nish the  desired  information.  The  Journal,  is  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Association  and  would  have  been  glad  either  on  its 
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own  account  to  give  readers  this  information,  or  to  allow  the 
Secretary  to  publish  it  officially;  but  the  Secretary  was  not  even 
made  acquainted  with  the  action  of  the  Committee,  if  any  action 
has  been  taken  on  the  subject. 

It  is  the  information  of  the  Journal  that  Dr.  P.  W.  Johns, 
President  West  Texas  Medical  Society,  will  deliver  the  address  of 
welcome  to  the  Association  on  behalf  of  that  Society,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  profession  of  that  city.  This  is  the  only  details  of 
the  arrangements  at  this  late  day  imparted  to  the  Secretary  and 
to  this  Journal. 

A  Public  Trial  of  Surgical  Prowess! — The  trial  of  gyneco- 
logical skill  shortly  to  come  off  for  the  championship  of  America 
and,  wre  suppose,  "the  belt",  is  a  a  departure  which  should  no t 
be  countenanced  by  the  profession.  It  savors  decidedly  of  the 
prize-ring,  and  suggests  the  "Marquis  of  Queensbury  rules.'' 
We  suppose  the  affair  will  be  duly  chronicled  in  all  its  details, 
and  may  expect  such  announcements  as  "first  blood  for  Doctor 
Ballyrag" — "Doctor  Gallypop  got  in  a  right-hander,  followed  by 
an  ugly  upper  cut."  We  do  not  think  any  credit  attaches  to  the 
affair,  and  it  is  an  unfortunate  occurrence  altogether. 


Dr.  Day's  Letter  will  be  read  with  interest.  It  is  singular 
at  least,  that  American  journals  are  so  prone  to  magnify  and 
proclaim  every  discovery,  and  advance  in  medicine  which  emanates 
from  Germany — and  seldom  take  notice  of  anything  which  origi- 
nates at  home,  especially  in  the  South.  The  question  has  been 
asked,  "can  any  good  come  out  of  Nazareth?"  Northern  journals 
seem  to  think  that  nothing  good  can  originate  in  Texas  or  Louisi- 
ana.   "Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due,"  should  be  observed. 


WE  Observe,  that  Dr.  C.  M.  Rosser,  late  of  Waxahachie,  has 
removed  to  Dallas,  and  acquired  an  interest  in  the  Texas  Conrie? 
Recotd  of  Medicine, — becoming  joint  editor  writh  Dr.  Brooks,  of 
that  sprightly  periodical.  The  Doctor  makes  his  bow  with  be- 
coming modesty  and  we  bespeak  for  him  a  liberal  support  in  his 
new  field  of  labor. 
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^Medical  News  and  Miscellany. 


"Has  a  Homeopath — (known  as  such,)  the  right  to  use 
other  than  homeopathic  means  in  the  treatment  of  a  case?" 

This  question  was  propouuded  to  Judge  Geo.  C.  Barrett,  Su- 
preme Court  of  New  York,  who  decided  in  the  negative.  He 

says: 

"If  I  call  in  a  medical  man  who  designates  himself  a  "homoeo- 
pathic physician"  it  is  because  I  don't  wish  to  be  treated  allo- 
pathically  or  electrically  or  otherwise  than  homeopathically." 
Common  honesty  demands  that  before  a  confiding  patient  (in 
hands  of  a  declared  homeopath)  is  to  be  drugged  with  quinine, 
iron,  morphine  or  other  medicaments,  he  should  be  told  that  the 
homeopathic  system  has  failed,  and  that  relief  can  be  had  only 
by  a  change  of  system ;  the  homeopath  is  in  honor  bound — accord- 
ing to  Judge  Barrett's  decision,  to  "give  small  doses  of  a  single 
drug — administered  upon  the  principle  of  "timUia,  similibus, 
curentur-" — if  he  do  otherwise,  he  is  a  fraud  and  a  cheat. 

This  position  has  been  held  and  proclaimed  by  the  Journal 
ab  initio. 


More  Doctors  Walker! — It  runs  in  the  family!  We  are 
much  gratified  to  notice  the  announcement  that  Drs.  E.  R.  and 
W.  H.  Walker,  sons  of  our  esteemed  friend  and  correspondent 
Dr.  W.  W.  Walker  of  Schulenburg,  have  graduated  with  distinc- 
tion at  Tulane  University  Medical  Department,  and  have  returned 
home,  where  they  received  an  ovation  at  the  hands  of  their 
friends. 


Revision  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopceia. — A  call  has  been 
issued  for  a  general  convention  to  assemble  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
at  noon  May  7,  1890,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  a  revision 
and  publication  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States.  Every 
incorporated  medical  or  pharmacal  College,  Association  or  Society 
desiring  to  be  represented  in  the  convention,  is  requested  to  send 
to  Dr.  Robert  Armory,  Boston  Mass.,  its  corporate  title  and  a 
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list  of  its  officers.  It  should  be  addressed  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Ed- 
win H.  Brigham,  Assistant  Librarian  of  the  Boston  Medical  Li- 
brary, 19  Boylston  Place,  Boston, — in  order  that  Dr.  Armory 
may  prepare  for  publication,  as  directed  by  the  convention  of 
1880 — a  list  of  the  bodies  to  be  represented. 


Married  in  Webberville,  Texas,  March  21,  ult.  Dr.  L.  D. 
Hill  to  Miss  Kate  Taylor,  both  of  that  city.  Congratulations  of 
the  Journal. 


Works  both  Ways. — Customer  (to  boy  in  drug  store).  "Have 
you  anything  for  the  removal  of  superfluous  hair  ?"  ' 

Boy:  "Yes  sir;  there's  a  bottle  of  our  celebrated  Hair  Elixir. 
One  dollar,  please." 

Customer:  "But  that's  intended  to  make  the  hair  grow." 

Boy  (whispering):  "I  know  that's  what  it  says  on  the  label, 
but  you  take  my  word  and  try  a  bottle." 


Physician:  "Patrick,  don't  you  know  better  than  to  have  your 
pig-pen  so  close  to  the  house  ? 

Patrick:  "An'  phy  should  Oi  not,  sor  ?" 
Physician:  "It's  unhealthy." 

Patrick:  "Be  away  wid  yer  nonsense!  Sure  the  pig  has  never 
been  sick  a  day  in  his  life." 


"Now,  doctor,"  he  said,  as  he  joined  the  medical  gentleman 
in  the  street,  "in  the  case  of  a  man  who  can't  sleep  at  night 
what  would  you  advise  ?" 

"I  would  advise  him  to  sleep  in  the  day-time." 


Biography  of  Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas. — This 
work  so  auspiciously  begun  will  be  pushed  to  completion  within 
the  present  year.  It  was  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  extra 
ordinary  stringency  in  money,  produced  by  two  years  of  drougth: 
And  again,  we  made  a  contract  with  S.  H.  Dixon  to  finish  the 
canvas  for  subscriptions  and  he  was  unable  to  do  so,  partly  for 
the  above  reasons  and  partly  because  his  associate  who  was  to 
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furnish  the  necessary  funds  disappointed  him;  hence  he  was  obli- 
ged to  throw  up  the  contract.  We  take  pleasure  in  announcing 
that  arrangements  are  now  being  made  for  a  throrough  canvass 
by  an  experienced  man,  who  will|  have  a  solid  financial  back- 
ing, and  as  fast  as  subscribers  are  taken  their  biographies  will 
be  prepared  for  the  press,  and  it  is  hoped  to  issue  the  work  in 
good  style  by  fall.  F.  E.  Daniel. 


Information  Wanted  of  one  "Doctor  E.  G.  Jones",  late  272 
Union  Square,  Patterson,  N.  J.  We  have  been  carrying  his  adver- 
tisement for  six  months  on  his  order,  and  now  we  cannot  find  him 
by  letter  or  sight  draft;  the  latter  is  returned  unpaid,  and  en- 
dorsed by  the  Patterson  Bank,  "no  attention  paid  to  our  noti- 
ces". As  many  of  our  contemporaries  are  running  the  [said  ad- 
vertisement, perhaps  some  of  them  can  give  us  the  information 
desired,  and  inform  us  what  success  they  have  had  in  the  way 
of  collecting  their  bills. 


To  the  Members  Texas  State  Medical  Association. — 
This  Journal  publishes  all  the  official  documents  and  announce- 
ments of  the  State  Association,  con  amore.  It  does  so  for  the 
benefit  and  information  of  members,  and  no  wheie  else  can  cer- 
tain information  be  found.  We  are  at  pains  to  learn  all  the  news 
in  the  medical  profession  and  give  it  to  our  readers.  In  advance 
of  each  meeting  there  is  found  in  our  columns  all  the  details  of 
said  meeting  that  members  desire  to  know.  For  this  reason 
alone,  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  members  to  subscribe  for  the 
Journal,  outside  of  any  consideration  of  moral  duty  to  aid  a 
laudable  effort  to  foster  and  build  up  medical  organization  all 
over  the  State,  and  to  advance  medical  science  in  even-  de- 
partment. 

A  copy  of  this  number  is  sent  complimentary  to  each  member 
of  the  Association,  not  a  subscriber,  in  order  that  he  may  see 
certain  details  of  the  approaching  meeting  in  which  all  are  inter- 
ested.   Subscription  solicited. 


Dr.  M.  L.  Haggard,  of  Mountain  Peak,  whose  health  \vas 
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much  shattered  in  the  sand  flats  of  his  former  home,  has  entirely 
regained  his  health,  and  is  doing  a  large  and  laborious  practice. 
This  will  be  good  news  to  his  large  circle  of  friends  all  over 
Texas — he  being  one  of  the  most  popular  as  well  as  "pushing'' 
members  of  the  State  Association. 


We  have  received  from  Dr.  Jno.  H.  Rauch,  Secretary  Illi- 
nois State  Board  of  Health,  a  "Report  on  the  Water  Supply  of 
Illinois  and  the  Pollution  of  its  Rivers, ' '  which  we  will  review  at 
leisure. 

Also,  a  neat  little  pamphlet  in  morocco,  from  Messrs.  W.  R. 
Warner  &  Co.,  entitled  "Warner's  Reference  Handbook  of  The- 
rapeutics," containing  much  valuable  information.  It  is  one  of 
the  best  "ready  made  prescription"  books  we  have  seen. 

Once  More  ! — We  are  mortified  and  made  ashamed  to  say 
that  only  about  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Physicians' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association  have  paid  assessments  No.  9,  10  and  1 1 . 
Brothers  Buck,  Jameson  and  Maddox,  faithfully  paid  every  call 
on  them,  and  now  that  their  families,  who  really  need  it,  are  ex- 
pecting the  small  amount  due  on  assessments  for  theh  benefit, 
one  third  of  the  members  "go  back"  on  their  written  pledge, 
to  "promptly  pay  one  dollar  for  the  benefit  of  a  deceased  brother's 
family,  when  notified  so  to  do,  by  the  Secretary."  We  must  be- 
lieve it  is  inadvertence,  and  not  intentional  neglect.  Shame, 
shame  !  Every  physician  who  has  a  tender  wife,  or  a  bright  eyed 
little  curly  headed  darling  should  join  this  Association  and  cheei  - 
fully  give  a  dollar  to  the  orphans  of  a  departed  brother! 
We  make  this  one  more  appeal  before  closing  the  list,  whereby 
all  who  have  not  paid,  would  be  cut  off,  and  give  them  one  more 
chance  to  redeem  a  written  pledge,  and  perform  a  sacred  duty. 


Dr.  R.  H.  Eanes,  of  Taylor,  Texas,  passed  through  Austin 
on  the  15th  inst.  en  route  to  New  Orleans  to  take  a  special  course 
at  the  Polyclinic. 


Removals. — Dr.  B.  F.  King,  of  Burnett,  has  removed  to  Lam- 
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pasas,  and  Dr.  T.  N.  Skeen,  from  Winsboro  to  Wichita  Falls. 
Dr.  J.  S.  Letcher,  of  Lampasas,  to  Dallas.  Dr.  Gibson,  a  recent 
graduate  of  Bellevue,  has  located  at  Austin  ;  Dr.  Hamilton,  of 
Austin,  recently  graduated  at  Louisville,  has  also  located  at 
Austin. 


The  Austin  District  Medicae  Society  held  its  sixth  quar- 
terly meeting  in  Austin,  March  21,  ult.  There  were  present 
thirty  physicians.  Two  new  members  were  admitted,  Dr.  W.  H. 
Way,  recently  settled  in  Austin,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Watson,  of  Bur- 
nett. A  resolution  was  adopted,  instructing  the  delegates  to  the 
T.  S.  M.  A.,  to  memorialize  said  association,  to  apply  for  a  char- 
ter at  once.  The  society  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
papers  read  at  the  meeting,  will  hereafter  appear  in  the  Journal. 


For  Chronic  Chiees,  and  that  peculiar  but  very  common 
condition  of  chronic  malarial  blood  poisoning  seen  in  swampl- 
and other  malarial  sections,  in  which  there  is  a  "fever  cake"  or 
enlarged  spleen,  and  a  general  dropsical  tendency,  there  is  no 
remedy,  or  combination  of  remedies,  which  has  a  better  effect 
than  that  known  throughout  the  South  as  Gadberry's  Spleen 
Mixture.  It  is  a  solution  of  the  oxy-sulphate  of  iron  and  po~ 
tassa,  and  is  made  as  follows: 
R       Pulv.  Ferri  Sulph 

Acid  Nitrici  £i. 
Mix,  and  when  reaction  has  ceased,  add  one  ounce  of  some 
aromatic  water,  mint  or  cinnamon;  to  this  add  quinine  £i,  little 
by  little,  stirring  constantly. 

R         Potas.  Citratis  vel  Nitratis  31. 

Aguse  Menth  vel  Cin  3vii. 
Mix  and  dissolve  and  add  slowly  to  the  above,  stirring  con- 
stantly.   Filter  and  wrap  in  blue  or  other  dark  paper,  to  exclude 
the  light. 

When  properly  made  the  mixture  should  be  a  perfectly  clear, 
transparent  green  fluid.  The  dose  for  an  adult  is  a  tablespoon- 
ful,  three  times  a  day,  and  in  cases  of  long  standing,  it  should 
be  given  every  day  for  a  month.    On  the  days  on  which  the  chill 
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is  expected,  the  mixture  should  be  given  in  anticipation,  the 
same  as  quinine  is  given,  and  for  children  the  dose  should  be 
proportioned  to  the  age. 

If  old,  dried  sulphate  of  iron  be  used,  the  mixture  is  apt  to  be 
brown,  and  to  deposit  a  sediment.  If  the  sulphate  be  used  in 
the  natural  state  as  found  in  the  shops,  and  it  is  preferable,  the 
mixture  will  be  a  bright  green,  and  clear. 

Care  is  necessary  in  adding  the  quinine  to  the  acid  solution  of 
iron,  to  prevent  its  lumping;  if  added  gradually  and  stirred  with 
a  grass  rod  it  will  dissolve  like  snow. 


To  L.IMIT  Marriage. — A  bill,  (Albany  Medical  Annals)  has 
been  introduced  in  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  which  prohibits 
marriage  with  an  idiot,  lunatic,  pauper,  vagrant,  tramp,  gambler, 
felon,  or  any  person  rendered  physicaily  or  mentally  helpless  or 
unfit  for  the  marriage  relation,  or  any  person  with  a  violent 
tempo . 


Put  Down  Your  Work  Doctor  for  a  few  day*,  and  come  to 
San  Antonio  to  the  meeting;  come  with  a  determination  to  add 
something  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion  and  with  a  heart  attuned 
to  harmany  and  brotherly  love,  help  along  the  car  of  progress; 
help  to  build  up  a  State  Association  of  which  your  children's  child- 
ren wTill  be  proud.  l,et  no  recollection  of  past  discords;  let  no 
feeling  of  jealousy  or  resentment,  or  prejudice  find  place  in  your 
heart;  but  come  for  a  general  fraternal  greeting  and  interchange 
of  friendly  courtesies.  There  will  be  a  grand  banquet  and  we 
can  "down  our  sorrows,"  you  know. 


Ingrowing  Nails  are  a  great  affliction.  Various  remedies 
have  been  proposed  and  tried,  but  in  our  experience  nothing 
equals  the  application  of  carbolic  acid.  Brush  the  acid  lightly 
over  the  inflamed  surface,  and  allow  it  to  penetrate  under  the 
nail.  In  24  hours  it  will  be  found  that  the  nail  is  partly 
softened,  and  can  be  removed  without  pain,  while  the  acid  has 
acted  as  a  complete  anaesthetic  to  the  tender  inflamed  tissue. 
Applied  in  the  same  way  -to  a  sprain  or  a  bruise,  in  which  the 
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skin  is  not  broken,  it  affords  instant  relief.  To  corns  also,  after 
paring,  it  is  a  great  relief, — provided,  it  is  not  put  on  too  thick y 
so  as  to  blister. 


For  Psoriasis. — 

R       Acid  Chrysophanici  3SS 
Traumaticine  s'\. 

M. 

S.  Apply  with  a  camel  hair  pencil. 


For  Barber's  Itch. — 

Hydrarg  Ammoniat 
Bismuth  Subnit. 
Liq.  Carbonis  Deterg 
Lanolin 
apply  night  and  morning. 


Liq. 


■Daniel. 


grs.  x 
3i 


M. 


— Exchange. 


Ringworm. — A  saturated  solution  of  salicylic  acid  in  collo- 
dion is  said  to  be  a  prompt  Cure  for  ringworm.  One  application 
generally  suffices. 


Seborrhcea  Sicca,  (Dry  Scales  on  Scalp.)  Friction  with  He- 
bras  lotion,  equal  parts  green  soap  and  alcohol,  applied  with  a 
soft  sponge,  will  remove  the  crust;  after  which  an  inunction  with 
any  emolient  ointment  will  relieve  the  trouble,  oxide  of  zinc  oint- 
ment is  good. 


Seborrhoea  Sicca,  another  good  application  as  used  by  Vida 

is, 

R       Sulphur  Precip.  15  parts 

Castor  Oil  50  " 

Cocoa  Butter  12  " 

Balsam  Peru  2  " 

Mix  the  sulphur  and  castor  oil  thoroughly,  then  add  the 
cocoa  butter  by  aid  of  gentle  heat  and  finally  the  balsam.  S. 
Rub  the  scalp  morning  and  evening.  (The  hair  should,  of 
course,  be  cut  short.) 
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THE  OLD  OAKES  BUCKET. 


{Revised  mid  Edited  by  a  "Sanitarian."} 


With  what  anguish  of  mind  I  remember  my  childhood, 

Recalled  in  the  light  of  a  knowledge  since  gained; 
The  malarious  farm,  the  wet,  fungus-grown  wild- wood; 

The  chills  then  contracted  that  s;nce  have  remained: 
The  scrum-covered  duck  pond,  the  pig-sty  close  by  it, 

The  ditch  where  the  sour-smelling  house  dramage  fell; 
The  damp,  shaded  dwelling,  the  foul  barn-yard  nigh  it — 

But  worse  than  all  else  was  that  terrible  well; 
And  the  old  oaken  bucket,  the  mould-crusted  bucket, 

The  moss-covered  bucket  that  hung  in  the  well. 

Just  think  of  it!  Moss  on  the  vessel  that  lifted 

The  water  I  drank  in  the  days  called  to  mind. 
Ere  I  knew  what  professors  and  scientists  gifted 

In  the  water  of  wells  by  analysis  find. 
The  rotting  wood  fibre,  the  oxide  of  iron, 

The  algae,  the  frog  of  unusual  size, 
The  water,  impure  as  the  verses  of  Byron, 

Are  things  I  remember  with  tears  in  my  eyes. 
And  to  tell  the  sad  truth — though  I  shudder  to  think  it  - 

I  considered  that  water  uncommonly  clear; 
And  olten  at  noon,  when  I  went  there  to  drink  it, 

I  enjoyed  it  as  much  as  I  now  enjoy  beer. 
How  ardent  I  seized  it  with  hands  that  were  grimy, 

And  quick  to  the  mud-covered  bottom  it  fell; 
Then  reeking  with  nitrates  and  nitrites,  and  slimy 

With  matter  organic,  it  rose  from  the  well. 
Oh!  had  I  but  realized,  in  time  to  avoid  them, 

The  dangers  that  lurked  in  that  pestilent  draught, 
I'd  have  tested  for  organic  germs  and  destroyed  them 

With  potassic  permanganate  ere  I  had  quaffed; 
Or,  perchance,  I'd  have  boiled  it,  and  afterward  strained  it 

Through  filters  of  charcoal  and  gravel  combined; 
Or,  after  distilling,  condensed  and  regained  it, 
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In  potable  form,  with  its  filth  left  behind. 
How  little  I  knew  of  the  dread  typhoid  fever 

Which  lnrked  in  the  water  I  ventured  to  drink; 
But  since  I've  become  a  devoted  believer 

In  the  teachings  of  science  I  shudder  to  think. 
And  now,  far  removed  from  the  scenes  I'm  describing, 

The  story  for  warning  to  others  I  tell, 
As  memory  reverts  to  my  youthful  imbibing 

And  I  gag  at  the  thought  of  that  horrible  well, 
And  the  old  oaken  bucket,  the  fungus-grown  bucket — 

In  fact,  the  slop  bucket — that  hung  in  the  well. 

J.  C.  Bayles. 
Brooklyn  Medical JoionaL 


THE  BIG  MEETING. 


Kailroad  Rates  to  and  from  San  Antonio. 


Just  as  we  go  to  press,  we  get  the  following,  which  is  official : 
International  &  Great  Northern  Railroad — no  reduction. 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  one-sixth  rebate. 
San  Antonio  &  Aransas  Pass  Railroad,  one  fare  for  the  round 
trip. 

Tickets  will  be  on  sale  at  all  offices,  and  agents  will  be  especially 
instructed  as  to  these  rates.  F.  K.  Daniel, 

Secretary. 

Dr.  T.  R.  Dice,  Utica,  Mo.,  says:  "I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I 
am  well  satisfied  with  the  use  of  Crystalline  Phosphate.  I  re- 
gard it  as  an  improvement  upon  the  liquid  preparations  in  the 
market.  Crystalline  Phosphate  is  convenient  to  dispense,  pleas- 
ant to  the  most  fastidious  taste,  elegant  in  appearance,  and  de- 
cidedly in  combination  with  nux  vomica  the  best  tonic  I  ever 
prescribed  in  atonic  conditions  of  the  stomach." 


The  Dios  Chemical  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  have  a  whole  page 
advertisement  in  this  issue,  to  which  attention  is  requested. 
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ook  Notices. 


The  Case  of  Emperor  Frederick  III.  Full  official  reports 
by  the  German  physicians  and  by  Sir  Morell  MacKenzie. 
Translated  and  both  sides  reviewed  by  Henry  Schweig,  M.  D.t 
Laryngologist,  New  York.  Cloth  Si  25,  paper  75  cents.  Edgar 
S.  Werner  Publisher,  New  York. 

The  book  contaius  276  pages,  and  is  said  to  be  the  only  edition 
giving  the  unabridged  reports,  with  all  of  the  illustrations  of 
Sir  Morell  MacKenzie  and  the  German  physicians. 

While  it  is  rather  interesting  reading,  the  book  contains  a 
mass  of  irrelevant  matter  that  will  tire  one  before  he  has  finished 
reading  it. 

Both  reports  exhibit  a  great  deal  of  personal  spite  and  jealousy. 
The  result  was  great  notoriety  to  all  concerned  but  no  credit  to 
the  profession.  B. 


A  Practical  Treatise  ox  Nervous  Exhaustion  (Neuras- 
thenia) its  Symptoms,  Nature,  Sequences  and  Treatment,  by 
Geo.  M.  Beard,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Xew  York,  edited  with  notes 
and  additions  by  A.  D.  Rockwell,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Xew  York, 
Publisher  by  E.  B.  Treat,  X.  Y.,  p.  p.  254,  prize  $2  75. 
The  first  175  pages  are  taken  up  with  the  symptoms,  nature, 
diagnosis,  prognosis  and  sequences,  principly  of  the  symptoms. 
The  rest  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  the  treatment  and  hygiene. 
The  word  pathology  is  not  used  often.    It  is  a  book  of  symptoms, 
but  if  one  will  read  it  through  he  will  feel  that  he  has  been  some- 
what benifited,  yet  the  idea  will  prevail  that  Beard  thought  a 
great  deal  of  Beard  and  that  Rockwell  is  following  in  his  foot- 
steps. B. 


Medical  Diagnosis,  a  Manual  of  Clinical  Methods  by  J.  G. 
Brown,  M.  D.  of  Edinburgh.  Second  edition  illustrated,  p.  p. 
260  Xew  York;  E.  B.  Treat,  771  Broadway,  1888. 
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Any  work  that  treats  of  physical  diagnosis  in  a  fair  and  honest 
manner,  is  a  valuable  book. 

Dr.  Brown  has  not  gone  into  the  subject  so  extensively  as 
some  others  who  have  treated  this  subject,  but  his  arrangement  is 
good,  and  what  is  to  be  especially  commended,  he  has  emphasized 
the  significance  of  the  symptoms  which  are  of  the  greatest  prac- 
tical value  in  diagnosis.  B. 


Hand  Book  of  Historical  and  Geographical  Phthisisol- 
ogy,  with  special  reference  to  the  distribution  of  consumption 
in    the    United  States.    Compiled  and    arranged  by  Geo. 
A.  Evans,  M.  D.,  N.  Y.  pp.  295.  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  1888. 
This  is  a  valuable  little  book  for  all  that  are  interested  in  health 
resorts  for  consumptives.    It  gives  the  geographical  distribution 
of  consumption  in  the  United  States  and  the  death  rate  in  every 
climate.    Texas  is  mentioned  as  one  ot  the  resorts  in  the  United 
States,  that  gives  the  greatest  immunity  from  consumption. 
Boerne,  Kendall  county,  is  especially  noticed.    The  author  gave 
three  pages  to  Texas,  and  had  he  been  more  familiar  with  the 
climate,  he  would  have  given  a  dozen,  for  Texas  possesses  the 
greatest  variety  of  climate  between  extremes  of  any  country  in 
the  world;  and  variety  of  climate  for  health  is  just  as  necssary  as 
variety  of  food. 


Woods'  Medical  and  Surgical  Monographs,  Vol.  1,  No. 
1  for  January,  1889.  Contents:  "The  Pedigree  of  Disease,"  by 
Jonathan  Hutchinson,  F.  R.  S.  "Common  Diseases  of  the  Skin," 
by  Robert  M.  Simon,  M.  D.  "Varieties  and  Treatment  of 
Bronchitis,"  by  Dr.  Ferrand. 

Vol.  1,  No.  2.  Contents:  "Gonorrhceal  Infection  in  Women," 
by  William  Japp  Sinclair,  M.  A.,  M.  D.  "On  Giddiness,"  by 
Thomas  Grainger  Stewart,  M.  D.  "Albuminuria  in  Bright' s 
Disease,"  by  Dr.  Pierre  Jaeriton. 

These  books  are  published  monthly  by  William  Wood  &  Co. , 
New  York.  They  contain  about  250  pages  each.  Price  $10.00 
a  year,  single  copies,  $1.00. 
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This  enterprising  publishing  company,  having  secured  the  best 
medical  writers  to  be  found  in  any  country,  are  furnishing  liter- 
ature of  the  highest  practical  and  scientific  v^alue  for  less  money 
than  ever  before.  The  two  numbers  at  hand,  each  containing  six 
articles,  would  be  cheap  at  $2.00  apiece. 


Publisher's  J^otes. 


Hysteria. — I  have  used  Peacock's  Bromides  with  fine  results, 
and  shall  continue  to  use  it.  One  case  in  particular  illustrated 
its  effects.  The  patient  (female)  was  much  troubled  with  hysteria, 
and,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  had  every  imaginable  disease.  I  gave 
her  Peacock's  Bromides,  and,  on  taking  as  directed,  all  hysteri- 
cal phenomena  disappeared.  In  such  cases  I  consider  it  the 
remedy  par  excellence. 

Olivia,  Minn.  E.  F.  Conynghame,  M.  D. 


Electro-medical  Apparatus. — The  fifty-seventh  annual 
exhibition  of  the  American  Institute  has  just  closed.  There  was 
a  larger  and  better  attendance  than  for  many  years  previous. 
Among  the  prominent  houses  exhibiting  this  year  was  the  Jerome 
Kidder  Manufacturing  Company,  of  820  Broadway,  New  York. 
They  had  a  very  elaborate  display  of  apparatus  and  instruments, 
and  many  novel  devices  of  recent  construction.  They  have 
again  received  the  "Medal  of  Superiority,"  which  for  sixteen 
years  they  have  never  failed  to  receive  over  all  competitors  t 
Every  desirable  feature  of  electro-medical  apparatus  and  appli- 
ances is  embraced  in  the  varieties  of  instruments  they  man. 
ufacture. — Exchange. 


Mr.  G.  W.  Wigner,  who  is  President  of  the  Society  of  Pub- 
lic Analysts,  London,  has  made  a  critical  examination  of  Mellin's 
Food,  and  finds  that  it  not  only  contains  the  nitrogenous  and 
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phosphatic  matters  essential  for  the  healthy  growth  of  a  child, 
but  that  these  are  in  the  proper  proportions.  The  examination 
demonstrated  that  Mellin's  Food  is  not  only  readily  digestible  it- 
self but  that  it  actually  assists  to  digest  milk  and  other  foods 
with  which  it  is  mixed.  Mr.  Wigner  considers  it  of  great  value 
for  infants  and  as  an  addition  to  the  diet  of  healthy  children. 


"Listerine." — We  call  attention  to  the  reappearance  in  our 
pages  of  the  Lambert  Pharmacal  Association's  advertisement. 
Their  products  are  too  well  and  favorably  known  to  require  any 
"boosting"  at  this  late  day;  but  now  since  the  famous  and  pop- 
ular founder  of  the  firm  and  original  proprietor  of  Listerine  and 
Lithiated  Hydrangea  has  been  called  from  his  labors,  and  since 
his  little  ones  have  still  more  recently  been  bereft  of  their  mother, 
it  devolves  upon  the  profession  of  medicine,  to  whom  Lambert 
was  a  friend  and  benefactor,  and  with  whom  he  was  immensely 
popular  to  give  to  his  successors  in  business  a  generous  support 
It  is  a  laudable  enterprise. 


Antipyrin  in  Chorea. — The  use  of  antipyrin  has  relieved  the 
convulsive  movements  in  chorea  within  one  week.  It  usually  re- 
quires the  use  of  arsenic  from  sixty  to  ninety  days — Piof.  H.  C 
Wood. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 


EY  JXO.  PRESTON,   M.  D. ,   PRESIDENT  TRAVIS   COUNTY  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY,  AND  1ST  ASS'T  PHYSICIAN  STATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


Read  before  Travis  County  Medical  Society  and  published  in  Daniel's  Texas 
Medical  Journal  by  vote  of  Committee. 


THE  history  of  diphtheria  extends  back  to  a  remote  period.  It 
was  recognized  in  the  time  of  Hypocrites;  was  described  by 
Homer,  and  has  been  treated  of  by  numerous  writers  since,  under 

various  names — such  as  Egyptiacum,  cynanche  maligna, 

morbus  suffocans.  epidemic  croup,  diphtheritis,  etc.  Britonneau 
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in  1821,  gave  the  disease  the  name  of  diphtheria,  and  the  modern 
history  of  the  affection  begins  with  his  papers  on  the  subject. 
He  asserted  the  identity  of  diphtheria  and  croup  and  stated  that 
the  membrane  found  in  the  larynx  was  but  a  continuation  of  that 
discovered  in  the  pharynx.  From  this  time  on  many  writers 
have  appeared  and  given  their  views.  The  main  points  of  differ- 
ence between  them  being,  whether  diphtheria  is  a  constitutional 
disease  with  local  manifestations,  or  a  local  inflammation  with  con- 
stitutional disturbances;  and  whether  diphtheria  and  croup  are 
distinct  diseases.  To  this  day  the  matter  is  not  settled,  there 
existing  good  authority  on  each  side  of  the  question. 

Diphtheria  is  a  contagious  and  infectious  disease,  and  occurs 
general^  as  an  epidemic.  Its  prodromic  symptoms  do  not  differ 
in  a  marked  degree  from  those  of  many  other  affections.  The 
patient  complaining  of  dullness,  chilly  sensations,  has  slight  fever, 
is  indisposed  and  experiences  difficulty  in  swallowing.  The 
mucous  membrane  is  red  and  swollen.  As  the  disease  progresses 
a  false  membrane  will  be  observed  beginning  in  small  patches 
and  rapidly  extending  until  it  covers  all  or  a  greater  part  of  the 
fauces.  This  membrane  may,  however,  be  confined  to  the  tonsils, 
palate  or  nares  or  it  may  involve  the  whole  of  the  pharynx  and 
extend  to  the  larynx  and  trachea.  When  localized  in  the  larynx 
in  has  been  termed  diphtheria  croup.  From  the  first  observance 
of  the  deposit  it  requires  about  24  hours  for  the  patches  to  coa- 
lesce and  form  a  complete  membrane.  This  membrane  is  charac- 
teristic of  the  disease  and  is  regarded  as  pathognomonic.  It  may 
be  simply  an  exudation  on  the  mucous  membrane  and  la}'  loosely 
upon  it,  or  it  may  involve  the  mucous  membrane  and  subjacent 
tissues.  In  the  latter  case  there  will  generally  occur  sloughing 
of  the  soft  tissues. 

In  a  typical  case  of  diphtheria  the  following  conditions  are 
presented  : 

1st  Stage.  The  patient  complains  of  indisposition  to  exertion, 
loss  of  appetite,  soreness  about  the  throat,  chilliness  and  nausea. 
There  is  generally  a  rise  of  temperature  which  may  reach  105  F. 

The  neck  becomes  stiff  from  swelling  of  the  glands  and  there  is 
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difficult  deglutition.   The  mucous  membrane  covering  the  tonsils 
uvula  and  fauces  is  red  and  swollen. 

2nd  Stage.  In  the  2nd  stage  a  grayish  yellow  secretion  will 
begin  to  be  deposited  on  the  tonsils  and  will  extend  to  different 
parts  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

These  deposits  spread  until  they  extend  over  the  whole  of  the 
pharynx  and  form  a  pseudo-membrane,  which,  when  removed, 
represents  an  exact  cost  of  the  parts  affected.    The  fever  dimin- 
ishes generally  when  the  exudation  appears.    The  breath  be- 
comes foul  from  the  morbid  secretions  and  their  decomposition. 
The  pulse  becomes  weak  and  the  cardiac  impulse  less  distinct. 
The  urine  is  high  colored  and  reduced  in  quantity.    If  the  exu- 
dation should  extend  to  the  larynx  and  trachea,  the  breathing 
will  be  greatly  interfered  with,  and  there  will  be  croupous  cough 
and  a  wheezing  sound  as  the  air  is  expelled  from  the  lungs.  -  Coma 
may  follow  from  improper  oxigenation  of  the  blood  and  the  pa- 
tient may  die.    The  air  passages  may  become  permanently  in- 
volved.   Then  there  is  a  fetid  discharge  from  the  nose  as  the  ex- 
udation is  formed.    Sometimes  epistaxis  is  a  prominent  symp- 
tom.   The  eustachian  tube  may  be  seat  of  the  mobid  process, 
then  the  ear  is  affected.    The  conjuctiva  may  also  become  in- 
flamed and  the  characteristic  deposit  be  seen  there.    In  fact,  any 
exposed  mucous  membrane  may  become  affected  and  even  the 
skin,  when  deprived  of  the  epidermis. 

3rd  Stage.— During  this  stage  the  patient  begins  to  im- 
prove. The  false  membrane  becomes  loose  and  is  cast  off  in 
fragments,  anorexia  disappears;  the  swelling  ceases,  the  pulse  in- 
creases in  volume,  the  breathing  becomes  easy,  and  the  patient 
begins  to  look  brighter  and  more  cheerful.  This  stage  commences 
about  the  beginning  of  the  second  week.  Then  there  remains 
one  great  danger,  and  that  is  blood  poisoning.  Should  this  occur 
there  will  be  a  rapid  return  of  fever  and  all  the  symptoms  pecu- 
liar to  septicaemia.  If  the  heart  is  much  affected,  we  may  have 
syncope  from  heart  failure.  In  mild  cases  the  symptoms  pre- 
sented above  may  be  very  much  modified.  The  false  membrane 
may  be  absent,  as  there  may  be  only  slight  deposits  at  different 
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points.  Such  cases  may  be  coufounded  with  acute  tonsilitis, 
pharyngitis  or  laryngitis.  It  is  often  difficult  to  make  a  differ- 
ential diagnosis  between  diphtheria  and  scarlatina.  The  absence 
of  the  false  membrane  and  red  appearance  of  the  skin  in  the  lat- 
ter are  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  making  a  diagnosis. 
From  acute  laryngitis,  unless  the  fact  is  settled  that  an  epidemic 
of  diphtheria  exists,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  a  diagnosis 
in  the  earl}-  stages. 

Prognosis. — In  every  case  the  prognosis  must  be  guarded.  It 
must  be  based  upon  the  symptoms  peculiar  to  the  individual  case. 
If  serious  complications  exist,  as,  a  weakened  heart,  pneumonia 
or  renal  trouble,  or  if  blood-poisoning  should  occur,  the  prognosis 
is  unfavorable.  Should  none  of  these  complications  occur,  and 
the  air  passages  not  become  involved,  and  the  patient  enter  the 
stage  of  convalescence  well  preserved  in  strength,  with  a  return 
of  appetite,  no  diarrhea,  nausea,  hemorrhages,  or  other  serious 
complications,  a  favorable  prognosis  may  be  given. 

Etiology. — Diphtheria  occurs  generally  in  the  winter  months. 
A  moist  condition  of  the  atmosphere  seems  to  favor  its  produc- 
tion. It  is  a  disease  peculiar  to  children,  though  those  of  ma- 
ture years  are  not  exempt  from  its  ravages.  The  rich  and  the 
poor  are  attacked  alike,  though  poor  hygienic  surroundings  and 
want  of  proper  nutrition  seem  to  favor  its  spread.  Recent  in- 
vestigators have,  as  in  most  other  epidemic  diseases,  discovered 
bacteria  peculiar  to  this  disease.  I  will  not  undertake  to  de- 
scribe the  peculiar  shape  or  give  the  exact  dimensions  of  these 
microscopic  organisms.  I  have  never  seen  them,  though  I  do 
not  doubt  their  existence.  Diphtheria  is  contagious  and  infec- 
tious, usually  occurring  as  an  epidemic. 

Treatment. — The  first  object  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria 
is  to  use  every  means  in  our  power  to  sustain  the  strength  of  the 
patient.  To  this  end,  the  most  nutritous  and  easily  digested 
diet  should  be  administered  at  short  intervals.  Milk,  beef  tea  or 
essence,  and  eggs,  combined  with  stimulants,  may  be  mentioned 
under  this  head. 

The  temperature  of  the  room  should  be  kept  as  near  65  F.  as 
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possible,  and  free  ventilation  secured.  In  this  climate  the 
windows  on  the  south  side  of  the  house  can  be  left  open  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  even  in  winter.  An  open  fire  favors 
perfect  ventilation.  As  to  disinfection,  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
rules  laid  down  by  the  National  Board  of  Health  should  be  ob- 
served. 

Fumigation  of  the  rooms  with  sulphur,  and  the  boiling  of  the 
exposed  clothing  in  water  containing  sulphate  of  zinc  or  corro- 
sive sublimate,  are  to  be  recommended.  Sulphate  of  iron  solu- 
tion is  perhaps  the  best  disinfectant  for  the  chamber  vessels.  It 
should  be  used  bountifully  about  the  premises,  and  especially  the 
privies. 

Internal  Treatment — Jacobi  recommends  the  chlorate  of 
potassa  as  a  preventive  remedy.  Steam  inhalations  of  pure  or 
medicated  waters  are  highly  praised  by  some  authors.  The 
atomizer  is  probably  the  best  means  of  applying  remedies  direct 
to  the  affected  surfaces.  A  solution  of  salicylate  of  sodium, 
chloride  of  sodium,  carbolic  acid  or  listerine  can  be  conveniently 
employed  by  this  means.  In  the  steam  inhalations,  turpentine 
or  lime  is  often  added  to  the  water  with  good  effect.  They  assist 
in  allaying  the  irritation  and  in  loosing  the  false  membrane. 

When  the  patches  of  membrane  begin  to  form,  the  application 
of  salicylic  acid  is  favorably  spoken  of  by  recent  writers,  as  being 
a  remedy  that  retards  its  progress.  It  also  destroys  the  fetid 
odor  of  the  breath. 

The  secretions  should  be  regulated.  The  administration  of  an 
occasional  dose  of  calomel  seems  to  meet  this  indication  better 
than  other  drugs.  It  is  said  to  have  a  special  effect  upon  the 
deposit.  Boric  acid,  sulphite  of  sodium,  chlorate  of  potassa,  sul- 
phate of  zinc,  and  tannin  and  glycerine  solution,  are  used  freely 
as  gargles,  and  often  with  marked  benefit.  Quinine,  salicylate 
of  sodium  and  anti-pyrin  must  be  employed  should  the  tempera- 
ture rise  above  103  F.  Tonic  doses  of  quinine  are  admissible 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  disease. 

The  membrane  should  never  be  removed  by  force,  unless 
greatly  interfering  with  respiration.    The  forcible  tearing  off  of 
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the  membrane  often  causes  an  irritation  of  the  parts  and  leaves 
a  raw  surface  for  the  reception  of  the  poison,  thereby  favoring  a 
second  attack  of  blood  poisoning.  The  application  of  ice  to  the 
neck  and  swallowing  small  pieces  of  ice  are  very  grateful  to  the 
patient,  and  seem  to  diminish  the  swelling  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. Should  the  disease  attack  the  eye,  cold  applications  of 
boric  acid  or  sulphate  of  zinc  solution  must  be  used.  The  other 
eye  should  be  protected. 

Blood  poisoning  should  be  treated  according  to  the  principles 
observed  in  the  management  of  that  complication.  Paralysis 
should  be  treated  by  rest,  tonics  and  strychnia.  If  there  exists 
great  distress  in  breathing  from  diphtheric  croup,  placing  the 
patient  in  imminent  danger  of  death,  tracheotomy  should  be  per- 
formed. This  should  not  be  delayed  too  long,  as  the  vital 
powers  may  become  so  lowered  as  to  render  the  patient  unable  to 
sustain  the  shock  of  the  operation. 

Intubation  in  extreme  cases  has  been  practiced  recently  with 
good  results.    I  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  this  treatment. 

In  this  disease,  as  in  all  others,  no  treatment  can  be  laid  down 
as  suitable  to  erery  case.  The  physician  must  watch  the  symp- 
toms and  apply  such  remedial  agents  as  in  his  judgment  are  in- 
dicated. Those  that  I  have  mentioned  will  form  a  list,  I  be- 
lieve, from  which  we  can  select  remedies  most  applicable  to  the 
treatment  of  this  most  terrific  scourge. 


LIME  IN  URI>E. 


By  Dr.  Otto  Betz,  Heilbroxn,  Germany. 


[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

LAST  FALL  a  fellow-physician  complained  to  me  that  for 
sometime  past  he  had  noticed  a  strange  deposit  in  his 
freshly  passed  urine.  The  specimen  sent  me  had  been  standing 
for  some  time  and  consisted  of  equal  parts  of  day  and  night  urine; 
it  was  of  straw-yellow  color,  with  a  white  sediment  about  [one- 
fourth  of  the  entire  volume. 
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On  boiling  the  sediment  did  not  disappear.  In  the  clear  layer 
no  further  turbidity  appeared.  On  adding  acids  (muriatic,  nitric, 
carbolic  acids,)  the  specimen,  while  effervescing  cleared  up  com- 
pletely. Test  for  albumen  and  sugar — nil.  Under  the  micros- 
cope the  sediment  appeared  a  crumby,  strongly  refractory  and 
amorphous  mass,  that  dissolved,  giving  off  gas  bubbles  on  addi- 
tion of  muriatic  acid.  It  was  carbonate  of  calcium.  Inquiry 
showed  that  patient  had  never  been  sick  severely  until  the  time 
of  the  Franco-Prussian  war  ('70-'7i),  where,  after  getting  over  a 
severe  attack  of  typhus,  he  contracted  a  very  painful  phlebitis  of 
the  right  leg.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  "morphine  eater." 
Several  attempts  to  stop  him  from  using  it,  proved  unsuccessful. 
This  summer  he  lost,  within  a  few  weeks  and  without  apparent 
cause,  flesh  to  the  amount  of  twenty  pounds  or  more.  At  the 
same  time  appeared  the  calcareous  deposit  in  the  urine.  The 
sediment  was  especially  heavy  after  eating  of  plum  or  pear  sauce. 
After  the  use  of  beer  and  wine  it  was  much  less  than  usual.  The 
patient  had  never  taken  cocaine  as  a  substitute  for  morphine;  but 
had  used  some,  subcutaneously,  to  open  abscesses  on  his  legs 
and  allowed  it  to  drop  into  the  wound.  Neither  the  amount  used, 
at  one  time  or  altogether,  in  24  hours,  could  be  ascertained;  more 
than  likely  it  was  considerable,  as  the  patient  never  cut  the  ab- 
scesses except  under  anaesthesia  and  the  abscesses  were  numer- 
ous. The  examination  of  the  thirty-nine  year  old  patient  showed: 
that  he  was  very  thin  and  lean  ;  anemia  of  the  mucous  mem- 
branes ;  in  the  internal  organs  no  anomaly  ;  he  never  had  gon- 
orrhoea, etc. ;  under  the  miscroscope  the  blood  showed  no  change 
in  the  relative  amount  of  the  red  and  white  blood  corpuscles;  they 
soon  lost  their  round  form  and  assumed  crenate  or  zigzag  out- 
lines, besides  there  were  many  blood  discs  present. 

Concerning  the  therapeutic  treatment,  I  could  not  think  of  at- 
tempting to  wean  the  patient  of  the  morphine,  as  he  was  physi- 
cally too  reduced  and  weakened.  Thinking  of  restoring  the  loss 
of  lime,  I  ordered  phosphate  and  bicarbonate  of  sodium,  equal 
parts,  as  much  as  could  be  laid  on  the  point  of  a  knife,  three 
times  a  day.   Levica  water  for  anaemia,  good  food  and  regular  use 
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of  alcoholic  drinks.  After  a  few  weeks,  the  carbonate  of  lime 
disappeared  entirely  from  the  urine.  The  physical  condition  of 
the  patient  was  never  excited;  the  psychic  action  a  little  de- 
pressed; some  loss  of  memory,  an  apathetic,  dreamy  condition 
existed  for  a  while.  This  case  shows  as  has  also  been  otherwise 
observed,  that  morphine  users  grow  weak  and  lose  flesh  rapidly, 
as  soon  as  they  use  cocaine. 

Iyime  in  the  urine  was  also  frequently  observed  in  diseases  of 
the  brain  and  of  the  spinal  chord,  mental  overwork,  nervous  pros- 
tration, sexual  transgressions,  (gonorrhoea  chronic)  hypochon- 
dria, chronic  diseases  of  the  joints,  and  lastly,  with  seemingly 
healthy  individuals,  especially  in  summer  time.  (S.  Laache  ; 
Urinalysis  1885 — Vogel,  Leipsic.)  Dr.  A.  Peyer.  "The  Micro- 
scope at  the  Sickbed."  Basel,  1884,  says:  An  increased  dis- 
charge of  lime  is  pretty  regularly  present  in  cases  of  diabetes 
mellitus  and  with  consumption.  During  fever,  there  seems  to  be 
a  decrease  of  the  relative  quantity  of  lime.  W.  Zuelzer — Text- 
book on  Urinalysis,  Berlin,  1880:  "During  convalescence,  after 
the  use  of  morphine,  etc.,  the  quantity  of  lime  is  increased." 
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PROCEEDINGS  CENTRAL  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Editor  Daniel 's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

The  Central  Texas  Medical  Association  held  by  far  the  most 
interesting  meeting  in  its  history,  in  this  city  on  Tuesday,  April 
9,  1889.  The  attendance  was  very  large  ;  at  least  fifty  out-of- 
town  physicians  being  present.  Seventeen  additions  wrere  made 
to  the  membership,  and  one  application  was  rejected  by  the 
Board  of  Censors.  The  Association  is  auxilliary  to  the  State 
Medical  Association,  and  the  requirements  for  membership  are 
just  the  same  as  in  the  State  Association.  Papers  were  read  as 
follows  : 
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"Malarial  Hematuria,"  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Howard. 

"A  Strange  Case  of  Gangrene,"  by  Dr.  R.  W.  Park. 

"Antiseptic  in  Obstetrics,"  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Sears,  followed  by 
Dr.  A.  M.  Curtis,  with  a  paper  on  the  same  subject.  These  two 
gentlemen  were  at  opposite  extremes  on  this  subject,  and  the  dis- 
cussion which  followed  the  reading  of  the  two  papers  was  very 
interesting. 

"Malignant  Abdominal  Tumor  in  a  Boy,"  by  Dr.  W.  L,. 
Barker. 

"Treatment  of  Rupture  of  the  Uterus,"  by  Prof.  W.  H. 
Wathen,  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

"Pernicious  Vomiting  of  Pregnancy,"  by  Dr.  S.  E.  Shelton. 

The  discussions  which  followed  the  reading  of  these  papers 
were  long,  interesting  and  instructive,  and  were  enjoyed  by  all 
present. 

The  next  meeting  will  take  place  in  Waco,  Tuesday,  July  9, 
1889,  for  which  session  the  following  subjects  and  authors  have 
been  selected  : 

"Puerperal  Eclampsia,"  Dr.  J.  C.  Shaw.  "Placenta  Prsevia," 
Dr.  W.  H.  Wilkes.  "The  Antipyretics,"  Dr.  C.  F.  Paine. 
"Fractures  of  the  Femur,"  Dr.  A.  H.  Snead. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Cock  will  continue  the  subject  of  "Tobacco  Chew- 
ing as  a  Preventive  for  Consumption." 

Volunteer  papers  are  desired,  and  it  is  requested  that  their 
titles  be  sent  in  as  early  as  possible,  so  that  they  may  be  printed 
on  the  notices  to  be  sent  out  shortly  before  the  meeting. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  O.  Wilkes,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


The  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  will  meet  in  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  May  22nd,  23rd  and  24th  inst.  Dr.  G.  A.  Collamore,  sec- 
retary, Toledo,  Ohio. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

—  OF  THE — 

Texas  State  Medical  Association. 


TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 


p:  synopsis  of  proceedings, 


FIRST  DAY,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  23— MORNING  SESSION. 

On  the  bright  and  beautiful  morning  of  Tuesday,  April  23 
there  had  assembled  in  the  historic  city  of  San  Antonio  some 
two  hundred  physicians,  members  and  prospective  members  of 
the  State  Medical  Association.  Twenty-four  hours  later  the 
number  had  doubled.  They  came  from  the  north,  the  east,  the 
south  and  the  west  of  the  great  State,  and  represented  every  sec- 
tion and  community.  The  occasion  was  the  annual  meeting  of 
that  body,  and  an  unusually  large  number  of  physicians  turned 
out,  attracted,  doubtless,  in  part,  by  the  desire  to  visit  the  City 
of  the  Alamo,  as  well  as  to  take  part  in  the  important  business 
which  this  Journal  had  announced,  time  and  again,  would 
come  up. 

Of  this  gathering,  the  San  Antonio  Express  says:  "Casino 
Hall  wras  filled  yesterday  morning  wTith  the  most  intelligent  body 
of  men  wTho  ever  assembled  within  its  walls." 

Casino  Hall  is  a  building  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose, 
having  committee  rooms,  ante  rooms,  and  all  the  requisites  for 
holding  a  large  convention. 

The  indefatigable  Committee  of  Arrangements  had  everything 
in  "apple  pie  order,"  and  at  11  a.  m.  President  J.  F.  Y.  Paine 
sounded  his  gavel,  calling  to  order.  On  the  rostrum,  flanking 
the  President,  sat  the  other  officers  of  the  Association — Vice 
Presidents  Leake,  Doak  and  Eastland,  Secretary  Daniel,  Treas- 
urer Larendon;  the  gentlemen  of  the  Arrangement  Committee, 
of  wThich  the  distinguished  Dr.  Herff  was  chairman;  Rev.  Dr. 
Neal,  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  who,  being  presented  by 
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Chairman  Herff,  delivered  an  impressive  prayer;  Hon.  Bryan 
Callaghan,  the  Mayor,  and  District  Attorney  Geo.  Paschall. 

After  prayer,  Chairman  Herff  delivered  an  address  of  welcome 
on  behalf  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Society,  and  of  the  physi- 
cians of  San  Antonio.  He  was  followed  by  the  Hon.  Mayor 
Callaghan,  and  he  by  District  Attorney  Paschall,  in  appropriate 
addresses  of  welcome. 

To  these  cordial  greetings,  President  Paine  responded  in  his 
usual  happy  style,  when  the  business  of  the  day  was  begun  by  a 
call  of  the  roll.  A  quorum  being  present,  roll-call  was  inter- 
rupted as  consuming  time  unnecessarily.  President  Paine  then 
delivered  the 

ANNUAL  MESSAGE 

and  recommendations,  as  follows  : 

Fellows  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  : 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  on  your  coming  to- 
gether, and  hope  at  the  outset  that  this  will  prove  to  be  a  most 
auspicious  occasion.  We  have  met  to  take  stock  of  the  year's 
work,  to  consider  the  progress  made,  and  its  value,  to  renew  ac- 
quaintances and  refresh  friendships,  and  to  replenish  our  store- 
house of  scientific  knowledge.  We  have  reason  to  be  thankful 
to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe  for  the  many  blessings  we 
have  enjoyed  during  the  past  year,  and  that  so  many  of  us  have 
been  spared  to  assemble  again  in  the  interest  of  professional 
organization,  humanity  and  science.  But  some  of  our  number 
are  missing — have  passed  over  to  the  other  side,  are  resting  from 
the  arduous  labors  of  professional  life,  and  realizing,  we  trust, 
the  fruits  of  useful  and  well  spent  lives. 

It  is  befitting  in  a  high  degree  that  the  healthiest  and  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  cities  in  the  State  should  be  the  scene  of 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Association;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  your  deliberations  inspiration  will  be  drawn  from 
the  patriotism  and  thrift  of  her  citizens,  to  the  end  that  a  fresh 
impetus  may  be  given  to  its  onward  march.  Matters  of  great 
importance  will  come  before  you  at  this  meeting,  and  the  integ- 
rity and  usefulness  of  this  body  may  depend  upon  your  action. 
Let  me  importune  you  to  consider  all  matters  concerning  the  in- 
terests of  the  Association  carefully  and  conscientiously,  that  its 
existence  may  be  perpetuated  and  always  stand  as  the  representa- 
tive  of  the   medical  profession  in  the  great  State  ot  Texas. 
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Whatever  ma.y  be  done  in  the  way  of  remodeling  the  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws,  conform  to,  and  preserve  the  national  code  of 
ethics  as  the  palladium  of  your  honor. 

In  man}-  sections  of  Europe  medical  men  disdain  the  idea  of 
medical  ethics,  and  we  are  frequently  reminded  of  the  fact  by 
foreigners  who  come  to  live  among  us.  This  feeling  is  readily 
understood  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  those  countries  the 
governments  protect  the  profession  by  rigid  laws  regulating  the 
qualifications  of  physicians.  It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  the 
motives  which  actuated  certain  prominent  doctors  in  some  of  the 
Northern  States  of  this  country  a  few  years  ago,  in  trampling 
upon  the  national  code,  aad  openly  declaring  their  contempt  for 
it.  They  were  probably  imbued  with  European  notions.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  by  their  action  they  draggled  in  the  dust  the 
standard  oi  professional  dignity,  and  degraded  themselves  in  the 
eyes  of  American  physicians.  In  the  United  States — with  the 
exception  of  a  few  States — there  are  no  laws  protecting  the  med- 
ical profession  from  the  encroachment  of  charlatans  and  impos- 
tors; the  only  safeguards  against  them  are  the  barriers  which 
the  profession  has  thrown  up  around  itself,  and  they  should  re- 
main like  a  Chinese  wall  to  all  adventurers.  The  abolition  of 
the  code  of  ethics  would  level  all  distinctions  between  scientific 
medicine  and  the  various  sectarian  pathies,  and  the  shadowy  and 
delusive  systems. 

The  committee  having  in  charge  the  revision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws  will  report  at  this  meeting,  and  their  recom- 
mendations should  be  subjected  to  the  most  searching  scrutiny. 
There  seems  to  be  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  discarding  altogether 
the  old  code  of  laws,  and  substituting  for  it  an  entirely  new  sys- 
tem. I  find  it  impossible  to  reconcile  such  a  radical  change 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  Association,  and  consequently  most 
earnestly  disadvise  such  a  procedure.  The  exercises  of  your 
organization  have  been  conducted  for  twenty-five  years  under 
the  existing  laws — such  alteration  and  additions  having  been 
made  from  time  to  time  as  seemed  to  be  necessary — and  it  has 
kept  pace  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  is  to-day  abreast  with 
the  very  vanguard  of  similar  institutions  in  this  country. 

While  experience  has  proven  that  some  changes  or  amendments 
of  your  rules  are  demanded,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  new 
conditions  arising  from  rapid  growth,  it  would  be  well  to  bear  in 
mind  the  maxim  :  "States  are  best  governed  that  are  governed 
the  least."  Avoid  an  unnecessary  multiplication  of  laws,  for 
such  a  course  will  be  sure  to  increase  your  troubles  and  impede 
your  progress.    Let  all  legislation  be  directed  toward  the  main- 
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tenance  of  harmony  and  the  promotion  of  scientific  work.  The 
means  which  would  seem  to  be  most  likely  to  secure  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  ends  are  :  First,  the  enlargement  of  the 
functions  of  the  judicial  council  so  that  it  will  have  jurisdiction 
of  all  matters  whatever  of  an  unscientific  nature,  and  the  increase 
of  its  powers  to  the  extent  that  its  decisions  shall  be  final  as  far 
as  this  association  is  concerned.  And  the  scope  of  its  authority 
should  be  defined  by  language  so  clear  that  no  misconstruction 
could  pervert  its  meaning. 

Second,  All  business  affairs  should  be  so  methodized  that  they 
could  be  satisfactorily  disposed  of  without  taking  up  the  time 
which  properly  belongs  to  section  work.  Such  an  arrangement 
can  be  made  practicable  by  the  following  provisions  :  Even- 
business  matter,  out  of  the  regular  routine,  designed  to  come  be- 
fore a  session  should  be  fully  stated  in  wricing,  and  forwarded  at 
least  ten  days  before  the  time  of  meeting  to  the  secretary,  who 
will  keep  a  record  of  the  same  and  report  at  the  proper  time.  If 
useless  and  irrelevant  discussion  be  barred,  the  morning  session 
of  the  first  day  would  afford  ample  time  for  the  transaction  of  all 
business — including  reports  of  committees  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. A  short  executive  session  on  the  last  day  of  the  cvnvantion 
will  of  course  be  necessary.  The  experience  afforded  by  the 
Galveston  meeting  has  demonstrated  the  unsatisfactoriness  of  the 
simultaneous  sitting  of  several  sections,  and  the  lessons  learned 
from  former  assemblages,  associated  with  the  fact  that  the  scien- 
tific work  of  the  society  is  constantly  increasing,  would  seem  to 
demand  such  a  revision  of  your  order  of  business  as  will  allow 
more  time  to  the  sections.  In  view  of  these  considerations,  I 
recommend  that  the  morning  session  of  the  first  day  of  annual 
meetings  be  devoted  to  the  transaction  of  miscellaneous  business, 
including  repoits  of  committees,  and  that  the  balance  of  the  time 
be  set  apart  for  carrying  out  the  legitimate  objects  of  your  organi- 
zation, viz  :  The  reading  and  discussion  of  papers.  Provision 
must  necessarily  be  made  for  the  daily  announcement  of  reports 
of  the  judicial  council  and  a  short  executive  session  on  the  last 
day. 

Recognizing  the  intimate  relations  between  general  medicine 
and  state  medicine,  and  sympathizing  with  the  increasing  inter- 
est of  the  profession  in  the  latter,  I  respectfully  suggest  that 
article  two  of  your  constitution  be  so  amended  as  to  read  :  "The 
objects  of  this  association  shall  be  to  organize  the  regular  medi- 
cal profession  of  the  State  in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible; 
to  encourage  a  high  standard  of  professional  qualifications  and 
ethics;  to  promote  professional  brotherhood;  to  labor  for  the  ad- 
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vancement  of  State  medicine — i.  e.  of  public  hygiene  (or  prevent- 
ive medicine),  of  medical  education,  of  medical  jurisprudence, 
and  of  public  institutions  for  the  sick  and  the  infirm." 

As  misunderstanding  and  contention  have  grown  out  of  the 
article  prescribing  the  mode  of  selecting  prize  essays,  I  would 
advise  that  said  article  be  amended,  and  expressed  in  words 
which  will  admit  of  no  ambiguity,  conferring  discretionary  power 
upon  the  committee  on  prize  essays  in  all  matters  connected  with 
the  subject. 

Much  fruitless  labor  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  subject  of 
medical  legislation,  but  we  should  not  be  discouraged.  The 
average  legislator  is  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  State 
Medicine.  He  labors  under  the  delusion  that  quarantine  embra- 
ces everything  connected  with  the  question.  It  cannot  be  hoped 
that  a  public  health  bill  possessing  the  requisite  force  to  make  it 
effective,  can  be  gotten  through  the  legislature  until  the  individ- 
ual members  have  been  educated  up  to  a  proper  appreciation  of 
its  importance.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  end  you  must  com- 
bine to  work  together.  There  must  be  no  division  in  your  ranks, 
no  personal  feelings,  no  local  jealousies,  but  looking  solely  to  the 
advancement  of  the  cause,  band  together  as  brothers  and  no  op- 
position will  be  able  to  resist  your  influence.  Every  fellow  must 
be  a  self-constituted  committeeman,  and  apply  himself  assiduous- 
ly to  the  task  of  informing  his  representative  and  enlightening 
his  neigh oors  upon  all  points  relative  to  the  subject  of  State 
Medicine.  The  labor  connected  with  such  an  undertaking  should 
not  be  estimated,  because  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  welfare  of 
your  fellow  creatures — the  prevention  of  disease  and  the  preser- 
vation and  prolongation  of  human  life. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  citizen  who  could  not  compre- 
hend that  the  state  seriously  needs  a  board  of  health,  if  its  ob- 
jects were  properly  explained  to  him — an  institution  having  offi- 
cial supervision  of  the  registration  of  vital  statistics,  drainage 
and  sewerage,  the  structure  and  hygienic  arrangement  of  build- 
ing, water  supply,  the  sale  of  poisons  and  patent  medicines,  food 
and  its  adulterations,  the  effects  of  trades  and  manufactures  on 
the  public  health,  the  investigation  of  the  obscure  causes  of  con- 
tagious, infectious  and  epidemic  diseases,  measures  for  the  arrest 
of  contagious  diseases,  medical  education  and  the  licensing  of 
physicians. 

To  possess  the  highest  degree  of  efficacy  such  a  board  should 
be  removed  as  far  as  possible  from  the  domination  of  politics,  and 
nowhere  outside  of  this  organization  could  its  affairs  be  so  ad- 
vantageously administered.     If  precedents  were  necessary  to 
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substantiate  this  view,  they  are  furnished  by  the  states  of  Vir- 
ginia, North  and  South  Carolina  and  Alabama.  Texas  has  cer- 
tainly advanced  far  enough  in  civilization  to  consider  it  desirable 
to  take  measures  to  protect  the  public  health,  and  it  devolves 
upon  this  body  to  shape  her  movements  in  that  direction. 

The  increasing  number  of  suits  for  malpractice  furnishes  a  sub- 
ject worthy  of  serious  thought.  Incompetence  does  not  afford  a 
solution  of  all  the  cases,  because  in  some  instances  the  defen- 
dants have  been  among  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  med- 
ical profession.  Physicians  have  always  been  held  responsible 
for  the  unfavorable  termination  of  cases,  both  medical  and  sur- 
gical, and  are  frequently  the  victims  of  calumny,  but  their  ar- 
raignment before  the  courts  has  ever  been  a  most  exceptional  oc- 
currence. The  reports  of  trials  that  have  come  under  my  notice 
bore  the  appearance  of  having  been  prompted  by  either  maiice 
or  avarice  on  the  one  hand,  or  having  been  instigated  by  a  doctor 
who  had  accused  his  associate  of  improperly  treating  a  case,  on 
the  other.  In  each  case  honorable  acquittal  was  the  result,  but 
still  the  accused  were  not  nninjured,  for  they  were  not  only  sub- 
jected to  the  expense  of  lawyers  fees  and  loss  from  neglect  of 
business,  but  professorial  standing  was  not  unsoiled.  It  should 
always  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  physician's  reputation,  like  the 
character  of  a  woman  is  a  sacred  thing,  that  may  be  irreparably 
damaged  by  a  shadow  of  suspicion,  and  physicians  should  exer- 
cise unvarying  courtesy  and  mutual  protection  in  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  professional  life.  They  would  not,  of  course,  lend  their 
influence  unworthily,  to  shield  a  practitioner  who,  by  ignorance 
or  imposition,  had  gotten  into  trouble.  There  should  be  some 
local  protection  to  society  against  the  malevolence  and  rapacity 
of  irresponsible  harpies. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  physicians  and  surgeons  are  now 
paying  a  high  protective  tariff  (45  per  cent,  ad  valorem),  on  all 
instruments  and  appliances  used  by  them  in  their  daily  routine 
of  professional  labors.  A  large  majority  of  practitioners  are 
thus  prevented  from  properly  equipping  themselves,  and  as  a 
consequence  their  patients  are  the  sufferers.  The  demands  of 
humanity  cry  out  against  this  unjust  duty,  and  an  effort  ought 
to  be  made  to  get  rid  of  it.  A  number  of  State  societies  have  al- 
ready passed  resolutions  bringing  the  subject  forcibly  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession  ;  and  I  recommend  that  co-operative 
action  be  taken  by  this  body.  A  practical  mode  of  proceeding 
would  be  to  pass  resolutions  endorsing  the  movement  already  in- 
augurated, and  instructing  the  secretary  to  enter  into  corres- 
pondence with  all  State  medical  societies,  proffering  to  act  in 
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concert  with  them  in  an  effort  to  influence  congress  to  remove  the 
import  duty  from  all  surgical  instruments  and  appliances,  med- 
ical supplies  and  medical  and  surgical  publications. 

The  want  of  uniform  quarantine  laws  in  the  different  States 
is  a  menace  alike  to  the  public  safety  and  commerce.  The 
numerous  examples  of  terror  and  alarm,  and  of  the  horrors  of 
shotgun  quarantine,  furnished  by  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in 
1878,  and  more  recently  by  the  Florida  outbreak  ;  and  of  the 
losses  annually  inflicted  on  commerce  by  useless  and  onerous  re- 
strictions, clearly  indicate  the  necessity  for  a  more  enlightened 
system  of  quarantine.  The  efforts  of  sectional  interests,  divided 
authority,  and  a  multitude  of  counselors  upon  the  administration 
of  local  quarantines,  could  scarcely  have  escaped  the  notice  of 
even  casual  observers  ;  and  would  seem  to  constitute  a  forcible 
argument  in  favor  of  the  general  government  assuming  charge  of 
the  entire  subject  of  quarantine  ;  regulating  not  merely  the  for- 
eign, but  also  interstate  quarantine.  This  object  can  be  most 
advantageously  promoted  by  the  co-operation  of  the  various 
State  medical  societies  in  a  petition  to  congress  setting  forth  the 
merits  of  the  scheme. 

It  is  the  wish  of  my  heart  that  the  proceedings  of  this  Asso- 
ciation will  be  wise  and  satisfactory,  that  they  will  inure  to  the 
lasting  benefit  of  all  the  fellows  present  ;  and  that  in  your  de- 
liberations, you  will  not  for  a  moment  lose  sight  of  the  fact,  that 
you  are  the  representatives  of  a  profession  which  in  point  of 
scientific  attainments  and  usefulness  is  second  to  none  on  earth, 
and  that  the  eyes  of  two  millions  and  a  half  of  people  are 
upon  you. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  able  address,  Dr.  H.  Cross,  of  San 
Antonio,  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  association  be  tendered 
to  the  president  for  his  interesting  address,  and  that  a  committee 
of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  in  the  message  and  to  report  as  early  as  possible  in  re~ 
gard  to  the  excellent  suggestion  made.  The  motion  was  sec- 
onded and  was  then  put  to  the  house  by  the  president,  who,  in 
doing  so  said  nothing  concerning  the  vote  of  thanks.  It  was 
carried,  when  Dr.  J.  H.  Sears,  of  Waco,  drew  attention  to  the 
omission,  eliciting  a  response  from  the  chairman  that  he  thought 
officers  scarcely  deserved  thanks  for  doing  their  daty.  The  chair 
appointed  on  the  committee  Dr.  E.  Cross,  Dr.  H.  K.  Lake,  of 
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Dallas,  Dr.  Sam  R.  Borroughs,  of  Raymond,  Dr.  A.  V.  Doak,  of 
Taylor,  and  Dr.  L.  J.  Graham,  of  Henderson. 

The  roll  of  the  judicial  council  was  called,  and  only  Dr.  M.  D. 
Knox,  of  Hillsboro,  Dr.  Isaac  E.  Clark  of  Schulenburg  and  Dr. 
T.  J.  Bell,  of  Tyler,  answering  to  their  names,  the  president 
filled  the  vacancies  temporarily  as  follows  :  Dr.  G.  W.  Kerr,  of 
Waelder;  Dr.  J.  V.  Spring,  oi  San  Antonio;  Dr.  W.  C.  Fisher,  of 
Galveston  ;  Dr.  J.  M.  Pace,  of  Dallas;  Dr.  E.  W.  Rush,  of  Paris; 
Dr.  T.  H.  Nott,  of  Goliad;  Dr.  J.  H.  Sears;  of  Waco;  Dr.  L.  J. 
Graham,  of  Henderson,  and  Dr.  W.  P.  Powell,  of  Willis.  Dr. 
W.  L.  York  reported  later  and  took  his  place  on  the  council. 

The  council  organized  by  electing  Dr.  Knox  president  and  Dr. 
Bell  secretary..  They  retired  to  the  ante-room  and  the  secretary 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  constitution  and  by- 
laws, of  which  Dr.  Burroughs  acting  chairman.  Dr.  Borroughs 
said  that  if  the  convention  were  to  begin  on  the  report  then  it 
would  probably  last  a  week,  and  if  they  considered  it  section  by 
.section  they  would  hardly  ever  end.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  until  10  o'clock  Fri- 
day and  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day.  This  mo- 
tion was  seconded  and  finally  carried. 

Dr.  E.  Cross  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  motion  as  he 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  consider  it  before  that,  because  on 
that  day  an  excursion  over  the  Aransas  Pass  Railroad  had 
been  arranged.  The  motion  to  reconsider  received  a  second  but 
the  chair  ruled  it  to  be  out  of  order.  He  could  not  entertain  any 
motion  that  would  subordinate  the  business  of  the  association  to 
purposes  of  pleasure. 

Dr.  Cross  said  he  thought  the  motion  was  right  and  he  would 
have  to  appeal  to  the  house  in  that  matter. 

The  chair  repiied  that  the  motion  was  badly  taken  because  it 
was  moved  for  a  definite  purpose  and  had  no  connection  with  the 
objects  of  the  meeting,  and  thereupon  Dr.  Crew  withdrew  his 
motion  to  reconsider. 

The  special  committee  of  Ophthalmologists  (Dr.  G.  P.  Hall, 
chairman,)  appointed  at  Galveston  to  examine  the  paper 
("Opthalmoscope  in  General   Practice")  and  which  had  been 
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selected  by  the  Prize  Essa}>-  Committee  "for  presentation  to 
the  association' '  and  recommended  for  the  Sioo  prize,  was  called  on 
for  their  report.  No  member  of  this  committee  being  present, 
no  report  was  forthcoming.  Later  a  report  was  received,  but  the 
matter  having  been  disposed  of  by  Dr.  Nott's  resolution,  as  |will 
be  seen  presently,  the  report  was  suppressed. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Nott,  of  Goliad,  said  that  there  was  ambiguity  in 
the  article  of  the  constitution  referring  to  it,  and  moved  that  the 
motion  creating  a  second  committee  on  prize  essay  be  recon- 
sidered.   The  motion  to  reconsider  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

The  mover  of  the  resolution  then  moved  that  $ioo  be  paid  as 
reeommended  by  the  original  committee. 

Dr.  F.  K.  Daniel,  of  Austin,  said  that  the  condition  precedent 
to  the  award  was  that  the  paper  should  have  been  read  to  the  as- 
sociation in  open  session  and  approved  and  ordered  printed,  and 
the  award  would  not  then  be  in  direct  violation  to  the  constitution 
and  by-laws.  He  protested  against  any  hasty  action  being  taken 
which  would  lay  them  open  to  the  charge  of  proceeding  in  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  and  by-laws.  The  association  had 
never  seen  the  paper — it  had  not  been  read  and  he  asked  that  the 
matter  be  brought  before  the  association  in  the  status  that  it  oc- 
cupied before  it  came  before  the  special  committee.* 

Dr.  Cupples  said  that  the  question  presented  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  very  simple  one.  The  power  delegated  to  the  committee 
left  no  discretion  to  the  association  and  they  were  not  setting  in 
jndgment  on  their  action  at  the  time.  The  question  was  dele- 
gated to  the  committee  and  their  action  was  a  finality. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried,  Dr.  Daniel  voting  in 
the  negative. 

Dr.  A.  V.  Doak,  of  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  original  Commit- 
tee on  Prize  Essays,  arose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  explaining 
his  position  and  showing  how  mortified  and  chagrined  the  com- 
mittee had  been  at  the  action  of  the  Convention,  and  that  by  the 
present  action  they  felt  that  they  had  been  justified,  and  he 
thanked  the  Convention  for  vindicating  the  committee. 


[*No  action  was  had  on  the  paper  itself ;  it  was  not  "received,"  nor  "referred 
to  the  publishing  committee,"  hence  it  was  returned  to  the  author. — Ed.] 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  to  Memorialize  the  Legislature  to 
set  apart  a  room  in  the  capitol  for  the  use  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association  was  called  up.  The  Secretary  announced 
that  the  chairman,  Dr.  F.  R.  Martin,  of  Kyle,  was  absent,  and 
therefore  there  was  no  report,  but  he  informed  the  Association 
that  he  knew  the  Legislature  had  refused  the  petition. 

Dr.  H.  K.  Leake,  of  Dallas,  again  brought  up  the  prize  essay 
question,  and  said  the  prize  essays  had  been  a  source  of  un- 
wholesome agitation,  and  he  moved  that  the  matter  be  abolished 
entirely  from  the  proceedings  and  that  the  section  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  any  committees  on  prize  essays  be  wholly 
abolished. 

Dr.  Cupples  seconded  the  motion  for  the  reason  that  it  would 
be  a  source  of  heart  burnings  and  dissensions. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent,  of  Belton,  supported  Dr.  Cupples'  position, 
and  the  question  being  put  to  the  Convention,  Dr.  Leake's  mo- 
tion carried,  but  a  small  minority  of  negative  voices  being  heard. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation  was  called  for, 
when  Dr.  Couples,  the  chairman  ot  the  committee,  asked  that  a 
special  order  be  made  for  the  report,  as  it  was  a  long  one  and 
embraced  questions  of  vital  importance  to  the  people  of  the  State 
and  the  profession,  and  required  some  consideration  on  the  part 
of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Daniel  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried,  the  report 
being  made  the  special  order  for  Wednesday  at  10  o'clock. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Surgical  Cases  was  next  asked 
for,  of  which  Dr.  Cupples  was  chairman.  Dr.  Cupples  announced 
that  no  report  on  surgery  had  peen  prepared  for  that  session, 
other  labor  in  behalf  of  the  Association  rendering  it  impossible 
for  him  to  complete  the  requirements  of  the  task,  and  he  hoped 
he  would  be  allowed  to  present  a  biennial  report.  The  time 
asked  for  was,  on  motion,  granted. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Leak  it  was  received  and  referred  to  an  Auditing  Committee, 
consisting  of  Drs.  Leak,  Powell  and  Graham. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Dr.  J.  Larendon,  of  Houston,  was 
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also  read,  and  referred  to  the  above  committee.  Also  report  of 
Publishing  Committee. 

The  Secretary  tendered  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Florence  E. 
Collins,  of  Austin,  as  a  member  of  the  Association,  which  was 
accepted. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  an  exhibit  of  surgical  instru- 
ments and  a  pharmaceutical  display  were  being  held  in  the  new 
dining  room  of  the  Menger  hotel. 

The  secretary  read  a  communication  to  this  society  and  other 
State  medical  associations  asking  co-operation  on  revision  of  the 
pharmacopeia  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Denton  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  communication  and  report  on  it.  The  mo- 
tion was  seconded  and  carried  and  Drs.  Denton,  Daniel  and 
Smith  were  appointed  as  a  committee  by  the  president  for  that 
purpose. 

Dr.  Thruston,  of  Dallas,  called  the  attention  of  the  association 
that  there  were  several  visiting  members  of  the  profession  and 
moved  that  they  be  invited  to  seats  on  the  floor  as  the  guests  of 
the  association.  The  motion  was  carried  and  in  accordance  with 
it  Drs.  J.  F.  Noyes,  of  Michigan;  Grant,  of  Cincinnati,  Alvis  of 
Arkansas,  and  Cain,  of  Nashville,  and  Stewart,  of  Mississippi, 
were  invited  to  take  seats. 

The  president  then  announced  that  as  the  business  of  the  day 
had  been  disposed  of  it  would  be  in  order  for  the  sections  to  begin 
their  work. 

At  this  juncture  a  motion  to  adjourn  until  3  o'clock  was  made 
and  carried.    The  convention  then  adjourned. 

FIRST  DAY. — AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  president  called  the  convention  to  order  shortly  after 
3  o'clock  and  announced  that  the  business  of  the  afternoon 
would  be  that  of  work  in  sections. 

THE  SECTION  OF  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE,   MATERIA  MEDICA  AND 

PATHOLOGY 

was  called  up  and  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman,  Dr.  R.  B. 
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White,  of  Ennis,  Dr.  J.  C.  Loggins,  of  Ennis,  was  appointed 
chairman  by  the  president  and  Dr.  Rosser,  secretary. 

The  first  paper  read  was  an  able  and  exhaustive  one  on 

CONTINUED  FEVERS  IN  TEXAS, 

by  Dr.  H.  A.  West,  of  Galveston,  in  which  he  argued  that 
there  was  no  typhoid  fever  in  Texas.  A  very  animated  and 
long  discussion  followed,  publication  of  which  is  precluded 
by  pressure  on  space.  Dr.  Paine,  Dr.  Fountain,  Dr.  Thrus- 
ton,  Dr.  Sears,  Dr.  Pettus,  Dr.  Knott,  Dr.  E.  J.  Ward, 
Dr.  Cross,  Dr.  Dodd,  Dr.  Dock,  Dr.  Leake,  Dr.  A.  W.  Fly,  Dr. 
M.  A.  Taylor  and  Dr.  J.  B.  King,  all  took  an  active  part  in  the 
discussion  and  the  consensus  of  opinion  was  antagonistic  to  the 
opinions  advanced  by  Dr.  West.  On  motion  of  Dr.  M.  A.  Tay- 
lor, of  Austin,  the  paper  was  received  and  referred  to  the  pub- 
lishing committee. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Autrey  reported  a  case  of  enlai'gement  of  the  thy- 
roid gland,  which  was  received  and  referred  to  the  publishing 
committee,  after  which  the  section  adjourned  until  9:30  next 
morning. 

SECOND  DAY,  WEDNESDAY,   APRIL  24TH — MORNING  SESSION. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  10  o'clock. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Scudder.  Minutes  of  preceding  day  read  and 
approved. 

The  Committee  on  Legislation  was  called.  Dr.  Geo.  Cupples, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  then  submitted  the  report,  prefacing 
it  by  saying  :  '  'Your  committee  on  legislation  has  had  under 
consideration  a  subject  of  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  the 
State,  questions  that  come  home  to  every  heart  and  affect  the 
welfare  of  every  member  of  the  community.  The  obstacles  that 
have  been  met  with  all  of  you  have  some  knowledge  of  but  only 
those  who  have  been  engaged  in  trying  to  petition  the  legislature 
on  this  subject  can  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  difficulties  we 
have  had  to  encounter. 

The  report  of  your  committee  is  as  follows  : 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGISLATION. 

J.  F.  Y.  Fame,  M.  D  ,  Pfesident  of  the  State  Medical  Association  : 

Your  committee  on  legislation  have  the  honor  to  present  their 
report  as  follows  : 

It  seems  to  your  committee  that  two  principal  measures  are 
imperatively  demanded  by  the  necessities  of  the  people  and  by 
public  policy  rightly  understood.  These  are,  first  a  law  to  re- 
strict the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  such  manner  that 
henceforth,  in  this  State,  no  one  shall  be  permitted  to  practice  the 
healing  art  until  his  qualifications  for  that  office  shall  have  been 
ascertained  and  recognized  in  a  manner  prescribed  by  statute. 

VVe  would  premise  that  no  law  on  this  subject  could  have  any 
retroactive  effect  and  that  it  is  distinctly  admitted  and  understood 
that  all  legally  qualified  practitioners  who  have  become  snch  by 
prescription  through  length  of  practice,  or  by  compliance  with 
any  law  now  or  heretofore  in  force,  will  retain  their  status  on 
registering  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  draft  of  a  bill  to  regu- 
late the  practice  of  medicine  which  accompanies  this  report. 

Before  entering  on  the  consideration  of  this  very  difficult  and 
important  matter,  we  propose  to  relate  in  a  succinct  manner  the 
history  of  the  legislation  which  has  been  had  on  this  subject,  as 
also  the  means  and  modes  of  procedure  which  have  in  communi- 
ties of  longer  experience  than  ours  been  found  most  available  in 
surmounting  the  difficulties  inherent  to  the  subject. 

Thirty-six  years  ago,  in  1853,  tne  nrst  effort  to  procure  the 
anactment  of  a  law  regulating  the  practice  was  made  by  the  State 
Medical  Association,  and  was  continued  at  intervals  without  re- 
sult until  1873,  when  a  bill  was  passed  requiring  the  registration 
of  diplomas  by  new  comers  to  the  State.  Another  law  was  passed 
in  1876  repealing  its  predecessor,  on  which  it  was  a  great  im- 
provement, inasmuch  as  it  created  boards  of  medical  examiners, 
whose  duty  it  was  made  to  examine  all  applicants  for  license, 
whether  graduates  or  not.  This  law  though  available  in  many 
of  its  features,  contained  defects  which  made  it  a  failure.  By  a 
subsequent  amendment  in  1876  it  was  completely  emasculated 
and  county  clerks  were  required  to  record  all  diplomas  from  re- 
cognized medical  colleges,  which  might  be  presented  for  that 
purpose.    This  record  constitutes  the  license. 

Let  me  ask,  gentlemen,  if  any  county  clerk  in  our  State  is 
competent  to  say  what  medical  colleges  are  recognized;  nay, 
more,  is  there  a  county  clerk  in  the  State  who  could  intelligently 
read  the  diploma  presented  to  him  for  record  ?  This  was  a  bur- 
lesque on  legislation  which  surpasses  all  comprehension. 
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Recurring  to  the  statutes  of  1876,  the  only  one  of  these  enact- 
ments worthy  of  consideration,  it  contained  one  fatal  defect  in 
that  it  failed  to  define  the  offense;  and  the  article  in  the  penal 
code  relating  to  it  remained  inoperative  in  consequence  of  this 
omission. 

Again,  the  number  of  examining  boards  was  too  great,  there 
being  one  for  each  judicial  district;  and  this,  in  itself,  precludes 
any  approach  to  uniformity  in  the  standard  of  qualifications  re- 
quired of  candidates,  and  rendered  impossible  any  authentic 
record  of  the  proceeding  of  the  different  boards,  from  which  an 
official  register  of  the  licensed  practitioners  in  the  State  might  be 
prepared. 

"Another  well  founded  objection  was  to  the  source  of  appoint- 
ment, this  being  the  judge  of  the  district  court,  who,  however 
learned  in  the  law,  honest  in  intention,  upright  as  a  man  and 
able  as  a  legal  functionary,  is  hardly  a  competent  judge  of  the 
qualifications  of  doctors,  who,  in  their  turn,  are  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment on  the  competency  of  others.  I  could  cite  instances  of 
ludicrous  blunders  made  by  able  and  honorable  district  judges  in 
the  appointment  of  medical  examiners. ' ' 

To  remedy  these  evils  and  to  prevent  others,  it  is  manifest  to 
every  one  that  we  must  begin  de  novo;  that  we  must  prepare  a 
draft  of  a  bill  which  shall  embody  the  following  features  : 

First:  A  comprehensive  and  incontrovertible  definition  of  what 
shall  constitute  the  offense  of  practicing  medicine  or  surgery 
without  proper  authorization. 

Second:  The  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  for  the  State  of  Texas,  who 
shall  devise  an  equitable  mode  for  examination,  which  wTill  in- 
sure, as  nearly  as  possible,  a  uniform  standard  of  qualification  on 
the  part  of  the  applicants  for  license. 

Third:  An  official  register  of  all  the  qualified  practitioners  of 
medicine  of  the  State  under  all  the  laws  regulating  the  subject 
matter,  which  register  shall  be  an  official  record,  and  prima  facia 
evidence  of  wThat  it  contains. 

Such  a  measure  entirely  ignores  a  diploma  as  a  license  to  prac- 
tice medicine,  and  wTill  effectually  prevent  the  personation  of 
graduates  by  persons  wrho  may  have  become  possessed  of  their 
credentials  by  fraud. 

This  feature  may  strike  many  of  you  as  a  daring  and  danger- 
our  innovation;  but  in  truth  it  is  not  so,  but  it  is  a  fundamental 
principle  in  the  legislation  governing  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
European  states. 

In  the  German  Empire  the  possession  of  a  diploma  conveys  no 
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right  to  practice  the  healing  art;  the  graduate  must  pass  an  ex- 
amination before  examiners  appointed  by  the  State,  and  receive 
a  license  from  them  before  he  can  enter  on  practice.  In  France 
all  educational  institutions,  public  or  private,  are  under  the  con- 
trol and  supervision  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  and  of 
the  University  of  France,  who  appoints  all  examiners  in  every 
department  of  knowledge,  who  are  not  teachers;  consequently  in 
France  a  diploma  in  medicine  constitutes  a  license,  as  having 
been  conferred  by  authority  of  the  State.  In  Great  Britain  de- 
grees are  granted  by  the  University  after  examination  by  the 
Senatus  Academicus,  and  diplomas  by  the  different  licensing 
bodies,  such  as  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians  of  London  and 
Edinburgh,  and  of  Surgeons  of  England;  of  Ireland,  of  Edin- 
burg,  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  etc.,  etc., 
but  assessors  are  present  at  all  examinations  for  a  medical  de- 
gree or  license.  These  assessors  are  appointed  by  the  general 
council  of  Medical  Education  and  Registration,  who  have  super- 
vision of  all  matters  in  relation  thereto,  in  virtue  of  their  author- 
ity derived  from  the  State,  so  that  the  degrees  are  licenses  from 
the  State  itself. 

The  University  of  London,  the  degree  from  which  is  so  highly 
prized,  is  not  a  teaching  body  at  all,  but  recognizes  as  a  title  to 
it  the  possession  of  the  requisite  acquirements,  however  and 
whenever  they  may  have  been  obtained.  The  principal  is  being 
more  favorably  discussed  every  day,  and  measures  are  being  agi- 
tated in  accordance  therewith. 

Many  States  of  the  Union  have  adopted  it,  and  the  statutes 
regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  are  based  upon  it.  The  su- 
preme courts  of  Illinois,  West  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  Missouri  and  Minnesota  and  others  have 
unanimously,  we  believe,  affirmed  the  right  of  board  of  ex- 
aminers to  refuse  to  recognize  the  diploma  as  a  license  to  prac- 
tice. They  have  affirmed  the  constitutional  right  of  the  State, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  power  of  general  police,  to  enact  such  laws 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  protection  of  their  people 
in  this  relation. 

We  now  arrive  at  the  radical  evil,  the  fons  et  oiigi  mali,  recog- 
nized as  such  by  all  who  have  treated  this  subject — and  that  is 
the  multiplication  of  schools  of  medicine  in  the  different  States 
through  the  blamable  facility  with  which  charters  are  granted 
for  that  purpose,  no  more  formality  or  guarantee  being  required 
than  is  necessary  to  secure  a  charter  for  a  company  proposing  to 
manufacture  any  commodity  for  daily  consumption. 

There  are  schools  of  medicine  in  this  country  whose  diplomas 
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are  an  honor  to  their  holders,  yet  even  they,  by  the  common  con- 
sent of  the  profession,  are  acknowledged  to  be  defective  in  some 
respects,  and  more  especially  in  the  preliminary  and  literary  edu- 
caiion  of  their  matriculants.  Much  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  these  respects  of  late  years,  and  more  is  to  be  desired. 

Yet,  what  shall  be  said  of  the  innumerable  schools  created  by 
State  charters,  and  unequal  to  the  task  of  medical  education, 
through  want  of  facilities,  means  and  appliances  indispensably 
necessary  to  that  end,  however  great  may  be  the  ability  of  the 
professors,  an  element  of  success  not  always  present  ? 

The  natural  and  inevitable  result  is,  that  crowds  of  graduates 
have  been  let  loose  on  the  people,  possessing  a  mere  smattering 
of  medical  knowledge,  acquired  in  some  of  these  institutions  in 
fifteen  months  ;  while  in  the  great  schools  of  the  old  world,  from 
four  to  seven  years  are  thought  to  be  none  too  much  for  the 
purely  medical  education  of  well-trained,  and  well  prepared 
students. 

Again,  a  charter  with  power  to  grant  degrees  in  medicine,  can 
be  of  force  only  in  the  State  granting  the  charter,  and  it  can  in 
no  way  be  regarded  as  a  breach  of  equity,  or  a  violation  of  com- 
ity, if  their  neighbors  decline  to  recognize  doctors  of  their  manu- 
facture. 

These  considerations,  mainly  brought  forward  in  the  discussion 
throughout  the  United  States  of  late  years,  have  led  to  legisla- 
tion in  the  majority  of  them,  and  the  urgently  felt  need  of  uni- 
formity of  qualifications  has  led  to  the  introduction  into  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  of  a  bill  looking  to  the  creation  of  a 
central  authority  to  examine  and  license  practitioners  of  medi- 
cine for  the  entire  union.  This  measure,  politically,  perhaps  of 
doubtful  expediency,  would,  from  a  professional  standpoint,  solve 
all  the  difficulties  of  this  much  vexed  question,  and  inure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  vast  population  whose  dearest  interests  it  concerns. 

Some  State  boards  have  exercised  the  right  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  sufficient  and  insufficient  schools  of  medicine,  recog- 
nizing the  diplomas  of  the  one  class,  and  rejecting  those  of  the 
other.  We  have  deemed  it  best  and  safest  to  adopt  the  principle 
and  rule  recognized  by  the  highest  authorities,  and  to  admit  but 
one  test,  that  of  examination  ;  thus  ignoring  diplomas,  in  view 
of  the  difficult  and  doubtful  task  of  discrimination. 

The  failure  of  our  legislature  to  enact  an  efficient  law  to  ex- 
clude incompetent  practitioners,  has  resulted  in  a  most  disastrous 
condition  of  matters  medical;  the  people  having  no  means  of  dis- 
tinguishing between  qualified  and  unqualified  practitioners  of 
medicine. 
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Charlatanism  and  imposture,  the  offspring  of  ignorance  reign 
rampant  in  the  land;  no  legislative  check  restrains  the  indiscrim- 
inate and  unregulated  practice  of  physic  by  unqualified  persons, 
the  incredible  and  destructive  abuse  of  nostrums  and  secret  rem- 
edies ;  humbug  is  the  order  of  the  day  . 

The  enactment  of  stringent  laws  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  in  which  course 
Illinois  led  the  way,  guided  by  that  eminent  reformer,  John  H. 
Rauch,  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Board  of  Health  (oh,  for  a  Rauch 
in  Texas !)  has  driven  hordes  of  quacks  of  all  known  and  un- 
known varieties  from  their  accustomed  haunts  to  seek  more  genial 
climes,  and  our  fair  land  of  Texas  has  been  an  asylum  and  a 
a  refuge,  and  they  have  come  in  swarms  to  prey  upon  our  people. 

Of  all  grades,  from  the  magnificent  Bostonian  who  travels  in 
his  special  car  heralded  by  an  obsequious  because  well  paid  press, 
to  the  humble  "yarb  doctor,"  who  culls  his  own  simples,  and  the 
medical  magician  who  diagnoses  the  case  and  effects  an  infallible 
cure  after  examination  of  a  lock  of  hair  of  the  helpless  patient; 
and  the  cry  is  still  they  come. 

To  remedy  this  crying  evil  repeated  and  earnest  efforts  have 
been  made  by  the  association  and  individual  members  of  the  leg- 
islature, only  to  meet  with  reiterated  and  disastrous  defeat,  al- 
though laws  to  regulate  the  important  yet  secondary  branches  of 
practice,  to-wit :  dentistry  and  pharmacy,  have  been  enacted. 
The  apathy,  the  incredible  indifference  of  successive  legislatures 
on  this  point  merely  proves  that  the)-  have  not  yet  learned  the 
first  duty  of  a  government  which  is  to  protect  the  lives  and 
health  of  its  people. 

One  word  as  to  the  part  taken  in  this  movement  for  reform  by 
the  physicians  of  Texas.  They  have  been  charged  with  selfish 
motives  as  underlying  their  action  in  this  matter.  This  charge 
defeats  itself,  and  the  puny  enemies  of  reform,  it  would  seem,  are 
satisfied  with  the  present  condition  of  the  law,  and  claim  to  be- 
lieve that  the  people  are  sufficientiy  protected  in  their  lives  and 
health.  The  4,000  physicians  of  Texas,  in  their  twofold  capacity 
of  citizens  and  guardians  of  the  public  health,  are,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, of  a  different  opinion,  and  knowing  their  duty,  dare  to 
perform  it.  Those  who  object,  in  their  failure  to  sustain  this 
movement,  have  no  doubt  potent  reasons,  which  we  will  not 
seek  to  investigate.  We  are  called  on  to  prepare  legislation  for 
Texas,  not  as  she  is  to-day,  but  for  the  time  when  she  shall  count 
her  sons  by  tens  of  millions — when  she  shall  be  in  population  as 
in  grandeur  and  extent,  in  power  as  in  resources,  the  peerless 
State  of  the  Union.    The  convention  which  framed  the  constitu- 
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tion  of  1845  proved  themselves  true  statesmen  when  they  by  the 
organic  law,  provided  for  the  cultivation  and  mental  health  of 
the  children  of  Texas  the  unparalleled  scholastic  fund  which  to- 
day amounts  to  $90,000,000,  and  a  grand  University  has  arisen 
in  our  midst,  which  if  the  present  administration  be  equal  to  their 
task  will  leave  Texas  nothing  to  envy  in  the  institutions  of  learn- 
ing in  the  great  centers  of  old.  A  magnificent  building  has  been 
erected  in  which  her  legistors  hold  their  deliberations,  and  which 
is  the  symbol  and  the  monument  of  Texas  patriotism  and  State 
pride,  surpassing  as  it  does  in  grandeur  and  extent  every  work  of 
human  hands  on  this  hemisphere  saving  only  the  National  Capi- 
tol. Thus  have  wre  munificently  provided  for  the  intellectual 
and  political  wants  of  our  people;  but  for  the  protection  of  their 
bodily  health,  without  which  all  other  blessings  are  but  a  mock- 
ery, not  a  dollar  has  been  expended,  and  a  mere  burlesque  of  a 
law  has  been  enacted. 

The  bill  now  presented*  for  your  consideration  is  based  on  one 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  which  was  the  outcome 
of  the  experience  of  the  working  of  laws  to  the  same  end  in 
other  States,  and  in  European  countries,  and  which  has  been 
modified,  and,  as  we  believe,  more  nearly  meets  the  needs  of  our 
people,  and  the  aim  proposed,  than  any  law  that  has  been  pro- 
posed to  any  State  Legislature.  It  is  the  result  of  much  thought 
and  most  careful  consideration,  after  collation  and  comparison  of 
•analogous  statutes  in  other  States,  and  of  the  report  of  the  work- 
ing of  these  laws.  It  will  be  useful  to  analyse,  very  shortly,  the 
salient  features  of  the  bill. 

The  principal  features  of  the  bill  under  discussion,  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

1 .  It  violates  no  constitutional  provision. 

The  State  Constitution  contains  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  no 
■discrimination  shall  ever  be  made  in  favor  of  any  one  school  or 
system  of  medicine.  It  is  true  that  this  bill  was  drafted  under 
instructions  from  the  State  Medical  Association,  representing  the 
regular  or  Hippocratic  school  of  medicine,  of  which  there  are 
over  4000  representatives  in  Texas,  while  those  of  the  Homoeo- 
pathic and  Eclectic  schools  uunber  less  than  fifty,  yet  we  defy 
the  most  astute,  the  most  acute  lawyer  to  detect  in  this  bill  any 
evidence  of  its  origin.  There  is  no  allusion  to  any  difference  of 
schools,  any  diversity  of  opinion. 

It  provides  that  a  fair  and  impartial  examination  shall  be 
made  of  all  candidates  for  license,  in  anatomy,  physiology, 

*The  draft  of  the  bill  did  not  accompany  the  report,  and  has  not  reached 
the  Secretary's  hands. — Ed. 
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pathology,  hygiene,  surgery,  chemistry  and  obstetrics,  all  which 
departments  of  science  are  recognized  by  all  shools  of  medicine, 
and  knowledge  of  them  required  by  such,  as  the  basis  of  all 
medical  knowledge.  Practice  of  medicine,  on  which  alone  the 
schools  differ,  is  not  included,  nor  is  materia  medica  or  thera- 
peutics. 

2.  It  has  no  retro-active  effect;  all  legally  qualified  practition- 
ers who  have  become  such  by  prescription  through  length  of 
practice,  or  by  compliance  with  any  law  now  or  heretofore  in 
force,  retaining  their  status. 

3.  A  single  board  of  examiners  appointed  by  the  Governor. 

4.  An  official  register,  which  will  be  an  authentic  record  and 
official  proof  of  the  professional  status  of  those  whose  names  shall 
be  borne  upon  it. 

An  objection  may  arise  to  the  creation  of  a  single  board  of  ex- 
aminers for  so  vast  a  territory. 

It  is  a  self-evident  truth  that  when  responsibility  and  authori- 
ty are  exercised  through  many  different  agencies,  it  becomes  in- 
efficient. 

Again,  the  want  of  uniformity  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of 
their  creation  constitutes  a  serious  argument  against  the  creation 
of  several  boards. 

The  system  of  having  a  board  for  each  judicial  district  must 
evidently  be  abandoned. 

The  only  territorial  circumscriptions  available  for  the  purposes 
of  this  measure  would  be  the  congressional  districts,  eleven  in 
number.  A  glance  at  a  map  of  the  State  will  soon  satisfactorily 
show  that  all  the  districts  are  within  easy  access  of  Austin,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Eleventh,  or  Shoestring  District,  in  which 
El  Paso,  Laredo,  Corpus  Christi,  Brownsville  and  Galveston  are 
situated.  These  places  are  accessible  to  each  other  only  by  pass- 
ing through  or  within  eighty  miles  of  the  State  capital,  which 
this  bill  makes  the  seat  of  the  board. 

Furthermore,  by  the  formation  of  a  board  from  the  State  at 
large,  all  local  influences  and  prejudice,  for  or  against  candidates, 
would  be  effectually  obviated. 

The  importance  of  the  medical  register  cannot,  in  our  opinion, 
be  over  estimated.  Proffessor  Stanford  E.  Chaille,  of  New  Or- 
leans, in  a  very  able  paper  on  State  Medicine  and  State  Medical 
Societies,  to  be  found  in  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  speaks  thus : 

"The  only  law  ever  yet  enacted  on  this  subject  by  an  English- 
speaking  people,  which,  tested  by  experience,  has  proved  worthy 
of  imitation,  is  the  British  Registration  law  of  1858.    This  law 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


461 


is  reported  to  have  effected  great  good.  It  is  executed  by  a  Gen- 
eral Council  of  Medical  Education  and  Registration,  and  it  is 
based  on  the  principle  that  "it  is  expedient  that  persons  requir- 
ing medical  aid  should  be  enabled  to  distinguish  qualified  from 
unqualified  practitioners..  Those  whom  we  designate  irregulars 
are,  if  found  qualified,  registered  equally  with  regulars,  and 
fraudulent  registration  is  liable  to  severe  penalties.  Only  those 
physicians  who  are  registered  are  recognized  by  the  courts,  are 
exempt  from  jury  and  militia  duty,  and  enjoy  the  rights  to  prac- 
tice and  collect  fees,  to  sign  legal  certificates  and  to  serve  as  med- 
ical officers  in  the  army,  navy  and  civil  services." 

This  Official  Register  has  been  incorporated  in  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  practice  of  medicine  in  several  states,  to  great  advan- 
tage, notably  in  Missiouri  and  Louisiana. 

REMEDY  FOR  EVILS. 

And  now  you  will  ask,  what  is  proposed  as  a  remedy  for  this 
deplorable  condition  of  matters  medical  in  our  state  ? 

Your  committee  unanimously  recognize  the  futility  of  the  most 
earnest  endeavors  to  arouse  the  legislature  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty  in  this  regard,  and  now  have  the  honor  to  propose  a  com- 
bined plan  of  action  by  the  profession  and  the  people,  suggested 
by  one  of  their  number  several  years  ago,  having  as  its  chief 
features  : 

1.  Education  of  public  opinion  by  the  medical  profession 
throughout  the  state  by  constant  discussion  in  season  and  out  of 
season. 

2.  Making  the  practice  of  medicine  bill  and  board  of  health 
enactment  an  issue  in  the  next  election  of  state  senators  and  rep- 
resentatives. 

3.  A  monster  petition  from  the  people  throughout  the  state, 
urging  these  measures. 

The  organization  of  this  contemplated  campaign  by  the  com- 
mittee on  legislation,  which  will  suggest  a  uniform  and  concerted 
plan  of  operations,  comprising  the  furnishing  of  necessary  docu- 
ments to  a  committee  of  physicians  in  each  county  in  the  rural 
districts,  to  the  local  medical  societies  and  to  the  physicians  in 
towns  in  such  manner  as  to  unite  and  systemize  their  efforts  to 
this  great  end.  Let  the  physicians  of  Texas,  hand  in  hand  and 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  inaugurate  a  crusade  against  legislative 
supineness  and  professional  abuses  ;  let  them  arouse  the  people 
by  explaining  the  situation,  and  who  can  doubt  the  result  ?  Shall 
this  great  state,  with  its  well-founded,  if  lofty  pretensions,  prove 
a  laggard  in  the  career  of  civilization,  and  allow  the  reproach  to 
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continue,  "that  human  life  is  the  cheapest  of  commodities  in 
Texas  ?" 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Cupples, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Legislation. 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Cupples  advocated  the  formation  of  a  State 
Board  of  Health,  having  charge  of  all  matters  sanitary.  The 
central  board  of  health,  he  considered,  should  collect  and  utilize 
the  vital  statistics  furnished  by  local  boards  of  health.  In  re- 
gard to  the  operation  of  local  boards,  the  first  thing  was  for  them 
to  prove  that  a  man  was  born,  but  there  was  no  such  law  in 
Texas;  then  the  board  should  prove  when  a  man  dies,  but  at 
present  there  was  no  authentic  proof,  unless  by  oral  testimony, 
which,  after  one  generation  disappeared.  There  was  a  law  on 
the  statute  books  that  every  death  should  be  recorded  by  the 
county  clerk,  but  it  was  not  done.  It  was  also  absolutely  neces- 
sary, he  considered,  that  a  quarantine  officer  should  be  established 
independent  of  any  deliberative  body;  he  should  be  a  member  of 
the  personal  staff  of  the  governor  and  that  he  should  be  able  to 
use  discretionary,  and  at  times,  arbitrary  power,  and  not  be  sub- 
ject to  the  directions  of  a  legislative  body. 

The  report  was  received  with  much  applause,  and  on  motion 
of  Dr.  Loggins  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Secretary  Daniel  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  to  the  pub- 
lishing committee  with  instruction  to  print,  and  that  a  vote  of 
thanks  be  tendered  to  Dr.  Cupples  for  his  able  address.  This 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

The  secretary  then  moved  that  in  view  of  the  great  compre- 
hensiveness and  completeness  and  ability  ot  the  address,  the 
secretary  be  instructed  to  have  5,000  copies  printed  for  distribu- 
tion throughout  the  State.    This  motion  was  seconded. 

The  chair  said  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  Association 
was  none  of  the  best,  and  he  thought  it  wTould  be  well  to  pro- 
vide for  the  publication  of  the  report  by  some  other  means — by  a 
.special  tax,  or  by  the  prompt  payment  of  back  dues  by  members. 

The  secretary  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  could  be  done 
in  the  way  of  reprints  from  the  Transactions,  if  there  was  money 
enough  in  the  treasury  to  pay  for  it. 
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Dr.  J.  H.  Sears  amended  the  motion  by  moving  that  the  com- 
mittee be  continued  and  that  the  publishing  committee  be  in- 
structed to  send  out  the  report  to  every  physician  in  the  State  in 
addition  to  a  blank  petition  to  be  put  before  the  people  for  sig- 
nature and  to  get  them  ready  by  the  next  legislative  meeting. 
He  thought  the  State  ought  to  have  power  to  supervise  all  li- 
censes and  believed  they  were  the  only  profession  that  were  per- 
mitted to  take  any  kind  of  license  from  any  kind  of  authority 
and  go  forth  and  practice  medicine. 

Dr.  Denton  asked  the  secretary  if  he  could  form  an  approx- 
imate estimate  of  printing. 

The  secretary  replied  he  was  unable  to  give  an  exact  estimate, 
as  it  would  depend  on  the  number  of  pages,  but  that  about  $1.00 
per  page  per  thousand  would  cover  it. 

Dr.  Denton  said  his  object  in  asking  was  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  having  10,000  copies  printed  instead  of  5,000. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen  said  that  while  he  was  in  perfect 
sympathy  with  the  paper,  he  must  oppose  the  proposition  to  dis- 
tribute 5,000  copies  to  the  people  of  Texas.  They  might  as  well 
distribute  5,000  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  what  good  would  it 
accomplish  to  the  people  of  Texas!  They  had  200,000  or  300,- 
000  voters,  and  5,000  would  not  change  the  opinion  of  one 
single  man  in  Texas  as  to  the  necessities  of  legislation.  They 
must  move  in  slow  but  progressive  steps  in  that  line  of  enact- 
ments. The  members  of  the  Legislature  were  not  going  to  ac- 
cept anything  that  looked  like  dictation  from  medical  men.  But 
by  slow  degrees  in  their  homes  let  them  talk  to  the  people  there, 
and  they  were  then  going  to  march  steadily  on  to  the  triumph  of 
the  suggestions  contained  in  the  paper.  In  fact,  there  were  in- 
dications already  that  light  was  beginning  to  come  to  the  people 
of  Texas.  The  drug  bill  he  would  mention  that  had  passed  and 
without  opposition,  and  in  a  short  time  the  druggists  of  Texas 
would  have  to  go  before  a  board  and  pass  an  examination  before 
they  can  mix  up  prescriptions.  That  showed  that  daylight  was 
breaking  in  the  east,  and  the  progress  they  were  making.  He 
wished  to  say  he  was  in  perfect  sympathy  with  the  paper  and  all 
Us  objects,  but  it  was  no  use  to  waste  the  money ;  they  were  not 
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millionaires,  in  fact,  their  bank  ran  rather  low.  He  proposed  to 
oppose  the  resolution,  and  would  offer  to  table  it  were  it  not  for 
discourtesy. 

The  Secretary  said  he  was  forcibly  impressed  with  the  truth  of 
Dr.  Swearingen's  remarks,  and  in  consideration  thereof  begged 
to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Drs.  Robertson  and  Taylor  discussed  the  subject,  favoring  the 
publication  and  distribution  of  the  report. 

The  chair  said  that  there  was  an  amendment  before  the  house 
to  print  5,000  copies  of  the  report. 

Dr.  Denton  said  that  the  amendment  had  been  withdrawn. 

The  chair  said  the  seconder  of  the  amendment  had  not  con- 
sented to  its  withdrawal. 

Dr.  Autry  said  he  had  seconded  the  motion  of  Dr.  Daniel  but 
would  withdraw  it. 

The  chair  then  announced  that  the  motion  before  the  house 
was  a  motion  to  continue  the  committee  and  publish  5,000  copies, 
two  copies  to  hi  sent  to  each  of  the  county  commissioners'  courts 
in  the  State. 

Dr.  J.  Cummings  moved  that  the  committee  postpone  its  final 
report  until  the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Robertson  seconded  the  motion  and  this  motion  being 
put  was  carried. 

The  chair  announced  that  the  committee  after  reading  the  re- 
port were  to  be  considered  discharged,  when  Dr.  Osborn  moved 
that  the  committee  be  continued.  The  motion  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

At  this  juncture  the  jdiicial  council  made  their  report  as 
follows  : 

The  judicial  council  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

Applications  of  the  following  gentlemen  were  received  and  ap- 
proved:   [See  list  elsewhere.] 

Respectfullv  submitted, 

T.  J.  Bell,  Sec'y. 

The  report,  of  the  judicial  council  was  received  and  adopted. 
The  Secretary  announced  receipt  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
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tee  of  ophthalmologists  appointed  at  Galveston  to  report  on  a  prize 
essay  and  asked  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  it. 

The  chair  said  that  it  would  come  up  under  the  head  of  un- 
finished business.* 

The  President  then  resigned  the  chair  to  Dr.  J.  C.  Loggias, 
the  convention  entering  upon  section  work.  The 

SECTION  ON  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE 

being  in  order,  Dr.  Dock  gave  an  interesting  demonstration  of 
malarial  parasites.  . 

On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Ward,  Dr.  Dock  was  asked  to  put  his 
remarks  in  writing  and  it  was  carried. 

Dr.  West,  of  Galveston,  endorsed  Dr.  Ward's  motion  and 
highly  complimented  Dr.  Dock. 

Dr.  Dock  then  read  a  paper  on  leprosy,  giving  a  report  of  two 
cases  which  had  come  tinder  his  notice  at  Galveston.  Prior  to 
reading  the  paper  Dr.  Dock  circulated  among  the  members  two 
large  photographs  of  the  subjects  that  had  come  to  his  notice. 
The  discovery  of  such  a  disease,  said  Dr.  Dock,  arising  appa- 
rently de  novo  in  any  place,  would  naturally  lead  them  to  inquire 
whether  there  exist  any  peculiar  climatic  telluric  or  dietitic  in- 
fluences, such  as  have  been  looked  on  in  other  times  and  places 
as  being  effective.  They  saw  in  Galveston,  as  in  many  endemic 
localities  of  leprosy,  a  low-lying  sea-coast  situation,  but  they 
could  not  from  their  knowledge  of  the  disease  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  see  any  definite  predisposing  cause.  So  far  as  the 
effects  of  diet  or  of  mode  of  living  were  concerned,  it  was  to  be 
noted  that  both  cases  reported  were  in  the  class  of  people  who  were 
most  highly  favored  in  their  material  surroundings,  leading  lives 
devoid  alike  of  want  and  excess.  With  regard  to  heredity,  it 
could  be  positively  excluded  in  both  cases,  as  could  also  an  im- 
portation from  the  old  world,  by  the  patients  themselves.  The 
inference  that  was  compelled  to  be  drawn,  therefore,  was  that 
both  patients  acquired  their  leprosy  in  Galveston  and  in  a  man- 
ner so  far  unknown.    In  these  cases  there  was  a  lesson  to  be 


*[It  never  came  up,  having  been  superseded  by  Dr.  Nott's  motion. — Ed.] 
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learned  regarding  the  contagiousness  of  the  disease.  They  were 
in  these  cases  at  once  met  by  the  vague  signification  of  the  term 
contagion.  The  two  patients,  for  a  period  aggregating  at  least 
thirteen  years,  have  been  moving  among  their  fellows,  living  in 
the  most  intimate  relations  with  wives  and  children,  yet  so  far  no 
other  case  of  disease  has  been  acquired  from  them.  Dr.  Dock 
then  recited  a  history  of  the  two  cases  and  a  brief  biographical 
sketch  of  the  two  men,  describing  their  appearance  and  present 
leprous  condition. 

The  reading  of  the  paper  was  listened  to  with  great  attention 
and  at  its  conclusion  Dr.  Noyes,  of  Detroit,  gave  his  experience 
in  Honolulu,  where  he  visited  the  leper  hospital.  While  there 
he  inquired  about  the  contagiousness  of  the  disease  and  the 
physician  informed  him  that  leprosy  was  not  contagious  in  the 
sense  generally  understood  by  contagion,  and  that  it  does  not 
spread  in  families  who  were  living  close  together.  He  only  saw 
one  white  person  in  the  hospital  and  it  is  remarked  that  the  dis- 
ease does  not  seem  to  have  made  any  headway  among  the  whites. 
It  seemed  to  be  found  among  the  natives  altogether. 

Dr.  Denton  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  passed  to  Dr.  Dock, 
and  that  the  paper  be  referred  to  the  publishing  committee.  Dr. 
Ghent  seconded  the  motion  and  it  was  carried. 

Dr.  Osborne,  of  Cleburne,  next  read  a  paper  on 

RCKTHELN, 

and  pointed  out  its  dissimilarity  to  scarlet  fever,  and  after  the  pa- 
per  was  read  it  was  referred  to  the  publishing  committee. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Nott  said  he  wanted  to  hear  some  gentleman  say 
something  on  malignant  "Rcetheln." 

A  general  discussion  concerning  the  disease  and  its  similarity 
to  scarlet  fever  then  ensued  ;  Drs.  T.  H.  Nott,  Leak,  Denton, 
West,  Ghent,  Autrey,  D.  M.  Ray,  Fontaine,  F.  T.  Paine,  Evans 
and  Lancaster,  of  Moulton,  taking  part. 

There  being  no  other  business  before  this  section  President 
Paine  again  took  his  seat  and  called  up  the 

SECTION  ON  SURGERY  AND  ANATOMY, 

appointing  Dr.  Swearingen,  of  Austin,  as  chairman  in  the  absence 
of  Dr.  J.  C.  Jones,  of  Gonzales,  the  regular  chairman. 
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Dr.  Swearingen  called  the  section  to  order  and  appointed  Dr. 
J.  D.  Osborne  as  secretary. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  business  of  the  section,  President 
Paine  asked  the  convention  concerning  the  status  of  papers  read 
and  referred  to  the  publishing  committee.  The  question  was, 
whether  after  being  read,  the  papers  were  to  be  considered  the 
property  of  the  association,  and  members  were  bebarred  from 
publishing  thcni  in  any  periodical  prior  to  the  publication  of  the 
regular  transactions  ? 

Dr.  Sears  said  he  did  not  think  they  had  a  right  to  publish 
them  unless  they  had  the  consent  of  the  association,  and  he  made 
a  motion  to  this  effect  which  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Dr.  E.J.  Ward,  of  Waxahachie,  then  read  an  eleborate  and  in- 
teresting paper  on 

PREVENTIVE  SURGERY, 

in  the  course  of  which,  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  his  sub- 
ject, he  touched  on  the  questions  of  evolution  and  heredity.  The 
paper  attracted  general  attention  and  it  was  referred  to  the  pub- 
lishing committee. 

It  being  at  this  time  nearly  half  past  1  o'clock,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Denton  the  section  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  discussion  of 
the  paper  being  postponed  until  then. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  3  o'clock;  and,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  adjournment,  the  Section  of  Surgery  was  reopened 
and  discussion  of  Dr.  Ward's  paper  begun. 

Dr.  Denton  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  paper  but  he 
desired  to  commend  it  as  an  admirable  one  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  Sears  said,  he  must  compliment  Dr.  Ward  for  the  style  of 
his  paper ;  it  was  gotten  np  in  a  very  good  style  and  he  admired 
it  very  much  so  far  as  the  style  was  concerned,  but  not  a  word  of 
it  did  he  believe  to  be  true.  He  claimed  that  his  progenitors 
came  from  a  man  in  every  respect  who  always  stood  erect,  and 
that  he  was  never  more  degraded  than  man  was  to-day.  One 
who  always  walked  erect,  had  two  legs  always  and  hands,  and 
the  same  developement  of  brain  he  had  to-day,  and  probably  in 
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a  larger  measure,  because  he  thought  the  first  man  more  perfect 
than  any  since.  He  believed  the  generation  of  to-day  sprung 
from  Adam  and  that  they  never  came  from  any  member  or  any- 
thing inferior  to  himself,  and  so  far  as  development  was  con- 
cerned, that  he  developed  from  a  man  down,  if  anything.  Dr. 
Ward  combated  Dr.  Sears'  assertions,  and  after  considerable  ar- 
gument the  discussion  closed. 

The  next  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith,  of  Austin  on 

CHLOROFORM  AS  AN  ANESTHETIC   AND  HOW  TO  USE  IT. 

This  paper  was  received  and  referred  to  the  publishing  com- 
mittee and  extensively  discussed.  Dr.  Ghent  rose  to  heartily 
endorse  the  paper,  and  various  members  gave  their  experience 
with  chloroform  and  ether  as  anaesthetics,  among  them  being 
Drs.  Denton,  Fontaine,  Clark  of  Schulenburg,  Doak,  Oliver,  Polk, 
Rosser,  Paine,  Noyes,  HerfF  and  Spohn.  The  majority  of  the 
speakers  inclined  more  favorably  to  chloroform  than  ether  as  an 
anaesthetic.  Dr.  HerfF  speaking  emphatically  in  its  favor  after 
having  used  it  thirty-eight  years. 

The  next  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Oliver,  of  Caldwell.  It 
was  on 

PERITYPHLITIS, 

and  was  referred  to  the  publishing  committee  without  discussion. 
Dr.  Bennett,  of  Austin,  then  read  a  paper  on 

ANAL  FISTULA  WITHOUT  CUTTING  OPERATION. 

This  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Carhart.  Lancaster,  Doak  and  Fon- 
taine, and  after  the  last  speaker  Dr.  West,  of  Galveston,  drew 
the  attention  of  the  section  to  the  hour  ;  it  was  5  o'clock,  and  on 
motion  the  section  adjourned  until  Thursday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

The  president  again  took  the  chair  and  announced  that  the 
committee  of  arrangement  had  invited  the  members  to  take  a 
ride  around  the  city  at  5:30  and  hacks  were  waiting  for  them  at 
the  Menger  hotel. 

Dr.  F.  Herff  stated  that  all  members  desirous  of  going  on  the 
Aransas  Pass  excursion  to  Corpus  Cliristi  should  register  their 
names  separately  in  order  that  the  railroad  company  could  pro- 
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vide  necessary  transportation.  He  announced  that  the  train 
would  start  on  Friday  afternoon  at  2:30  and  would  return  from 
Corpus  Christi  on  the  following  day  at  the  same  hour. 

The  president  asked  that  the  nominating  committee  report  in 
the  morning  the  first  thing,  and  then  on  motion  the  convention 
adjourned  until  9  o'clock  Thursday  morning. 

THIRD  DAY,  THURSDAY,  APRIL  25. — MORNING  SESSION. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock,  President  Paine 
in  the  chair.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Chas.  K.  Giddings.  The  minutes 
of  the  previous  day's  session  were  read,  amended  and  adopted. 

The  Nominating  Committee  was  organized,  and  retired  for 
work. 

The  action  had  yesterday,  postponing  the  publication  of 
the  report  from  Committee  on  Legislation  was  brought  up  by 
Dr.  E.  J.  Ward,  who,  referring  to  the  press  reports  of  the 
day,  said  he  was  in  the  Judicial  Council  room  yesterday  wrhen 
this  matter  came  up,  and  until  he  read  in  the  Express  the  elab- 
orate report,  he  had  no  idea  of  the  stupendous  amount  of  wrork 
which  it  represents,  and  thought  it  due  to  Dr.  Cupples,  whose 
work  for  the  Association  has  always  been  regarded  as  the  best 
that  has  been  done,  and  he  has  never  done  anything  abler  than 
this  report,  that  the  report  should  be  published,  not  only  in  the 
Transactions  but  for  circulation,  and  he  moved  therefore  to  re- 
consider the  vote  postponing  action. 

Seconded  by  Dr.  West. 

Dr.  Daniel  said  that  Dr.  Cupples  felt  fhat  his  labor  had  been 
in  vain,  if  no  use  is  to  be  made  of  it,  and  that  he  has  been  placed 
in  a  false  light  before  the  public;  that  the  report  of  the  action 
had,  conveys  the  idea  that  it  had  not  been  approved  or  appreciated 
by  the  Association;  in  fact,  that  he  had  been  "sat  down  upon," 
and  that  although  he,  Dr.  D.,  had  explained  to  him  that  no  such 
thing  was  intended — that  it  was  only  a  question  of  financial  abil- 
ity to  publish  and  distribute  the  report — still  the  doctor  felt  hurt. 
Dr.  Cupples'  idea,  he  said,  was  not  to  distribute  the  report  pro- 
miscuously, but  to  v/ork  through  a  committee  of  physicians  in 
each  district. 
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Dr.  Cunmiings,  the  mover  of  yesterday's  resolution  to  post- 
pone, explained  that  no  discourtesy  or  want  of  appreciation  was 
meant;  simply  that  he  thought  to  send  out  the  report  now  would 
be  premature,  the  proper  time  being,  in  his  estimation,  just  be- 
fore the  next  legislature  meets. 

Dr.  Ward's  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed,  and  after  several 
motions  and  amendments  looking  to  the  number  of  copies  and 
specifying  how,  and  to  whom  they  are  to  be  distributed,  it  was 
determined  finally,  on  motion,  that  the  Publishing  Committee  be 
instructed  to  publish,  in  pamphlet  form,  as  many  copies  as  in 
their  judgment  the  finances  of  the  Association  would  warrant, 
and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  each  physician  in  the  State,  if  pos- 
sible. 

Dr.  S.  R.  Burroughs,  chairman  of  committee  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  suggestions  made  by  President 
Paine,  reported  as  follows: 

1.  The  Committee  endorse  the  suggestions  of  the  President  in 
reference  to  ethics,  and  recommend  a  strict  adherence  to,  and 
support  of  the  same. 

2.  The  suggestions  as  to  a  more  practical  and  useful  arrange- 
ment of  the  daily  sittings  of  the  Association  are  endorsed,  and  it 
is  recommended  that  the}'  be  incorporated' in  the  by-laws. 

3.  The  amendment  to  article  two  of  the  constitution  is  en- 
dorsed and  recommended. 

4.  In  reference  to  suggestions  on  medical  legislation,  the  re- 
port endorses  and  reaffirms  every  sentiment  expressed,  and  asks 
that  they  be  adopted  and  carried  into  execution  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

5.  The  report  is  in  accord  with  the  suggestions  as  to  suits  for 
malpractice,  and  recommends  that  this  Association  place  itself 
on  record  as  favoring  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  President. 

6.  The  report  approves  all  the  suggestions  as  to  the  unjust 
revenue  tax  on  surgical  instruments  and  medicines,  and  the 
recommendations  as  to  quarantine. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Robertson  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted,  which 
was  carried.  He  then  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  President  and  to 
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incorporate  them  into  the  laws  of  the  Association  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting 

Dr.  Cummings  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried,  where- 
upon the  chair  reappointed  the  original  committee. 

Dr.  Leake,  chairman  of  the  Special  Auditing  Committee,  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  examined  and  found  correct  the 
reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Robertson  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and 
adopted.    The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted. 

'  The  President  then  announced  that  section  work  would  be 
resumed,  and  resigned  his  chair  to  Dr.  J.  C.  Loggins,  acting 
chairman  of  the 

SECTION  ON  SURGERY. 

Dr.  Isaac  K.  Clark,  of  Schulenberg,  read  a  paper  on  gunshot 
wounds  in  the  abdomen.  It  was  referred  to  the  Publishing 
Committee  without  discussion. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Paine,  of  Comanche,  read  a  paper  on  Fracture  of  the 
Superior  Maxilla.    It  was  referred  without  discussion. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Fly,  of  Galveston,  exhibited  an  irrigating  catheter, 
and  explained  its  advantages. 

Secretary  Daniel  moved  that  the  other  papers  in  this  section  be 
read  by  caption  and  referred.    It  was  carried. 

Dr.  Sears  moved  that  the  section  be  closed  and  the  next  one 
be  given  a  chance.    This  was  seconded  and  lost. 

Papers  were  then  handed  in  to  the  Secretary  by  Dr.  J.  Braun- 
nagel,  of  San  Antonio,  on  comminuted  fracture  of  skull  and  total 
loss  of  right  anterior  lobe  of  the  brain;  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Hays,  of 
San  Antonio,  on  suppurative  inflammation  of  the  liver;  by  Dr. 
G.  A.  Nelson,  on  gunshot  wound  in  the  forearm. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Spohn  then  read  an  exhaustive  and  entertaining 
paper  on  rabies  and  anti-rabic  inoculation.  After  the  referring 
of  which  paper  to  the  usual  committee  the  section  was  closed, 
and  the 

SECTION  ON  GYNECOLOGY 

was  opened,  with  Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra,  of  Galveston,  in  the  chair, 
and  Dr.  Pettus,  of  Galveston,  Secretary.    Dr.  Hadra  commenced 
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the  business  of  the  section  by  reading  a  paper  on  the  question: 
"How  far  abdominal  surgery  should  be  in  the  grasp  of  the  gen- 
eral practitioners."    The  paper  was  referred. 

Dr.  Shropshire,  of  San  Antonio,  reported  a  case  in  which  he 
used  Alexander's  operation.  After  reference,  it  was  discussed  by 
Drs.  F.  Herff,  E.  Cross,  Hadra,  E.  J.  Ward,  and  Wood. 

Dr.  Denton  moved  that  in  consideration  of  time  the  other  pa- 
pers in  the  section  be  read  by  caption  and  referred  to  the  Publish- 
ing committee.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  adopted,  and 
papers  by  Dr.  Smiley,  of  Terrell;  Dr.  Lowry,  of  San  Antonio; 
Dr.  Lee,  of  Galveston,  and  Dr.  F.  H.  Tucker,  of  San  Augustine, 
were  so  referred. 

The  section  was  then  closed,  and  the 

SECTION  ON  OBSTETRICS 

opened,  Dr.  Wilkes,  of  Waco,  taking  the  chair,  and  Dr.  Curtis, 
of  Waco,  being  Secretary.  The  chairman  read  a  paper  entitled, 
"Gleanings  from  Obstetric  Literature,"  which  was  duly  referred. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Payne  read  a  paper  on  the  conservative  treatment  of 
lacerated  perineum.  Discussion  followed,  in  which  Dr.  Wooten, 
of  Austin,  and  Dr.  Spohn,  of  Corpus  Christi,  took  part. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Bell  of  Tyler  read  a  paper  on  "Abortion  and  Prema- 
ture Labor,"  which  was  discussed,  and  on  motion  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Publishing  Committee. 

On  motion  the  section  adjourned  in  order  to  go  into  general 
session  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee. 

The  Nominating  Committee  reported  as  follows : 

For  President,  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  of  Austin. 

First  Vice  President,  Dr.  A.  Sims,  McKinney. 

Second  Vice  President,  Dr.  B.  F.  Kingsley,  San  Antonio. 

Third  Vice  President,  Dr.  I.  E.  Clark,  Schulenburg. 

Chairman  Section  on  Practice  of  Mediciue,  Materia  Medica  and 
Pathology,  Dr.  R.  M.  Ray,  Whitewright. 

Chairman  Section  on  Obstetrics  and  diseases  of  children,  Dr. 
S.  D.  Thruston,  Dallas. 

Chairman  Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy.  Dr.  W.  L.  York, 
Decatur. 
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Chairman  Section  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Chemistry  and 
Psychology,  Dr.  A.  D.  Burroughs,  Lovelady. 

Chairman  Section  on  State  Medicine  and  Public  Hygiene,  Dr. 
•  E.  L.  Ward,  Waxahachie. 

Chairman  Section  on  Gynecology,  Dr.  H.  K.  Leake. 

Chairman  Section  on  Ophthalmology  and  Otology,  Dr.  G.  P. 
Hall,  Galveston. 

Chairman  Section  on  Dermatology,  Dr.  S.  H.  Weatherford, 
Georgetown. 

Chairman  Section  on  Electro-Therapeutics,  Dr.  A.  F.  Sampson, 
Galveston. 

The  Committee  on  Legislation  has  been  continued  by  the  As- 
sociation. 

On  Publishing  Committee,  Dr.  Bennett,  of  Austin,  in  place  of 
Dr.  Swearingen. 

Delegates  to  American  Medical  Association  :  O.  Eastland, 
W.  T.  Jones,  A.  W.  Pope,  J.  VanGaskin,  B.  W.  Bristow,  I.  E. 
Clark,  J.  R.  Briggs,  F.  L.  Ford,  F.  E.  Yoakum,  T.  J.  Wagley, 
J.  H.  Sears  and  J.  W.  Garnett. 

New  members  of  the  Judicial  Committee  :  Drs.  F.  S.  White, 
E.  M.  Rabb,  J.  V,  Spring  and  J.  T.  Wagley. 

The  next  place  of  meeting  will  be,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in 
April,  1890,  at  Fort  Worth. 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  arrangement,  Dr.  W.  P.  Burts. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted,  after  which  the  Secre- 
tary announced  that  he  had  been  authorized  to  extend  an  invita- 
tion to  the  Association  to  visit  the  City  Hospital. 

On  motion  an  adjournment  took  place  until  3  o'clock. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION,  THURSDAY  APRIL  25. 

At  3  P.  M.  the  Association  reconvened  and  President  Paine 
announced  that  the 

INSTALLATION  OF  THE  NEWLY  ELECTED  OFFICERS, 

would  be  the  first  business  of  the  evening.  He  appointed  as  a 
committee  to  escort  them  to  the  platform,  Drs.  J.  H.  Sears,  S.  R. 
Burroughs  and  H.  C.  Ghent. 
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PRESIDENT  ELECT  SWEARIXGEN 
on  being  introduced,  said  : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  State  Medical  Association  : 

"There  are  times  and  occasions  when  I  find  it  extremely  difficult 
for  me  to  express  niyself  as  I  would,  and  I  am  afraid  that  this  is 
one  of  those  occasions.  I  keenly  appreciate  the  honor  you  confer 
upon  my  city,  and  I  am  painfully  conscious  of  the  responsibilities 
that  that  honor  imposes  upon  me.  For  twenty  years  I  have  been 
an  humble  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  State  Medical  Association, 
and  in  all  those  years  I  have  thought  of  nothing — when  subjects 
were  brought  up  for  consideration,  I  had  but  one  aim,  one  ob- 
ject ;  to  do  what  I  thought  was  best  for  the  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. I  never  thought  of  sections.  I  never  once  thought  of 
either  North,  South,  East  or  West  Texas;  the  one  thought  was 
always  prominent  in  my  mind,  that  we  had  but  one  Texas,  and 
but  one  Texas  State  Medical  Association.  [Applause.]  I  wish 
we  might  forever  eliminate  from  the  counsels  of  this  body  of  men 
all  such  thoughts  as  sections,  and  relegate  them  to  the  only  place 
where  it  properly  belongs,  to  the  political  arena.  There  it  could 
have  its  influence  in  shaping  the  destinies  of  men,  but  not  in  the 
great  field  of  seience;  in  this  great  work  of  humanity  where  we 
are  all  co-laborers,  there  can  be  no  sections,  there  are  no  boun- 
daries, no  latitudes  or  longitudes.  Science  is  as  boundless  as 
thought,  and  as  eternal  as  the  soul.  Science  has  been  defined  by 
some  good  thinker,  "an  aggregation  of  knowledge  simplified,  and 
arranged  so  that  one  man  can  utilize  it." 

"We  are  all  gatherers  of  knowledge;  we  are  all  workers  in  the 
field  of  science  ;  the  man  from  the  country,  from  the  town,  the 
hamlet,  the  city  ;  and  we  can  all  gather  up  our  little  facts  and 
bring  them  together,  and  then  these  officers  can  arrange  them  in 
book  form,  and  in  book  form  they  will  be  a  science.  We  are  com- 
pleting and  making  science  all  the  time  as  we  push  on  with  this 
work.  We  have  a  great  work  before  us.  This  state  of  Texas 
might  be  allegorically  called  a  garden  for  the  production  of  the 
plant  "Scientia"  and  this  association  is  but  the  central  point 
where  we  all  come  together  and  exhibit  our  fruits  and  flowers. 

"Then  let  us  still  continue  the  work  together,  and  I  do  earnestly 
trust  that  you  will  -cooperate  with  the  officers  and  help  us  to  push 
forward  to  a  splendid  success  the  work  that  has  been  so  well  car- 
ried on  in  the  past.  I  promise  you  now  that  under  all  circum- 
stances and  occasions  I  will  unalterably  follow — .  At  this  point 
the  speaker  paused  and  said:  "I  beg  pardon  ;  I  wanted  to  say 
something  graceful  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  left  the  stage. 
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I  have  known  him  for  many  long  years,  since  I  was  a  boy,  and 
from  that  time  until  now  he  has  been  my  model  and  admiration. 
I  will  be  as  true  as  he  has  been  and  as  earnest  in  upholding  the 
honor  and  the  dignity  of  our  association." 

This  brief  speech  was  greeted  with  loud  applause,  which  only 
ceased  when  Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine  came  forward  and  made  a  grace- 
ful response,  saying  that  in  taking  leave  he  thought  it  was  his 
duty  to  express  his  sincere  thanks  for  the  forbearance  they  had 
exercised  on  all  occasions  for  his  short-comings  as  their  presiding 
officer,  and  for  the  decorum  and  courtesy  that  had  characterized 
their  behavior  on  all  occasions.  In  retiring  he  would 
carry  with  him  all  the  affection  and  interest  he  had  always  had 
for  the  association,  and  he  could  assure  them  that  whatever  abil- 
ity he  possessed  should  be  asserted  in  the  promotion  of  the  asso- 
ciation's welfare. 

The  ontgoing  president's  speech  was  well  received,  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  it  Dr.  Ghent  introduced  Dr.  Sims  as  the  next  vice- 
president  of  the  grand  old  Texas  State  Medical  Association.  Dr. 
Sims  made  a  brief  and  appropriate  speech  of  thanks  that  was 
much  applauded,  then,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  other  vice- 
presidents,  the  regular  order  of  business  was  again  taken  up,  the 

SECTION  OF  OBSTETRICvS 

being  reopened.  Dr.  R.  G.  Williams  read  a  paper  on  two  cases 
of  puerperal  convulsions  which  was  freely  discussed  by  Drs.  L. 
J.  Graham,  Ghent,  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Taylor,  Fisher,  Cummings, 
Fontaine,  Paine  and  Sears,  after  which  the  section  was  closed. 

THE  SECTION  ON  STATE  MEDICINE 

was  then  opened,  Dr.  Leake  acting  chairman,  and  Dr.  Ward  Sec- 
retary. 

A  very  interesting  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Carhart,  onTyro- 
toxicon  and  Pepto-toxine,  which  was  dicussed  by  Drs.  Howard, 
Fontaine,  C.  F.  Paine,  Ghent,  Leak,  West  and  Coleman. 

Dr.  M.  A.  Taylor,  of  Austin,  then  read  a  paper  on  the 
Climate  of  West  Texas,  which  was  referred  as  usual,  and  the 
chairman  then  closed  the  section. 

The  business  of  the  convention  was  then  proceeded  with,  by 
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the  chair  announcing  that  the  two  absent  vice  presidents,  Drs. 
Clark  and  Kingsley,  had  come  into  the  hall.  He  appointed  Dr. 
Ward  and  Dr.  Taylor  to  escort  them  to  the  stage.  This  being 
done,  the  two  gentlemen  were  introduced,  and  both  tersely  ex- 
pressed appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred  on  them  by  the  As- 
sociation, and  gave  assurances  that  their  every  effort  wrould  be 
bent  to  fill  their  positions  acceptably. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  applause  consequent  on  the  short 
speeches  of  the  newly  elected  vice  presidents,  the  President  read 
a  telegram  from  the  Citizens'  Committee  of  Corpus  Christi,  ex- 
tending a  welcome  to  the  Association  and  stating  that  ample  pro- 
vision had  been  made  for  their  reception  and  entertainment.  Pres. 
Swearingen  then  said  that  a  motion  to  adjourn  until  9:30  next 
morning  would  be  in  order,  whereupon  his  suggestion  was 
•carried  out,  and  the  Convention  adjourned.* 

FOURTH  DAY,  FRIDAY,  APRIL  26. — MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  9:30  A.  M.,  by  Presi- 
dent Swearingen.  Minutes  of  the  previous  day  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Dr.  R.  T.  Knox  nominated  for  honorary  membership,  Dr. 
Jos.  T.  Noyes,  of  Michigan  and  Dr.  J.  Harvey  Reed,  of  Ohio. 
Referred  to  Judicial  Council,  which  in  order,  reported  favorably 
upon  their  names  and  both  gentlemen  were  made  honorary  mem- 
bers of  the  Association.  Dr.  Noyes  being  present  returned  his 
•cordial  acknowledgements  for  the  honor.  The 

SECTION  ON  OPHTHALMOLOGY 

was  called,  Dr.  R.  H.  Chilton  Chairman.  Dr.  Chilton  read  his 
address,  "Anaesthetics  in  Eye  Troubles,"  which,  on  motion,  was 
received  and  referred  to  Publishing  Committee,  as  usual.  There 
being  no  papers  in  this  Section  it  was  closed  and  the 

SECTION  ON  ELECTRO-THERAPEUTICS 

was  called.    The  Chairman,  Dr.  W.  M.  Powell,  of  Albany,  being 


^Thursday  night  the  President's  address  was  delivered  at  the  Opera-house,  and 
a  grand  banquet  was  given  at  the  Menger  Hotel.  Friday  evening  an  excursion 
Co  Corpus  Christi  took  place. 
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absent,  and  there  being  but  two  papers  presented — they  were, 
on  motion  read  by  caption  and  referred  to  Publishing  Committee, 
to-wit:  "Electricity  in  Obstetrics,"  and  "Electro- Anaesthesia," 
both  by  Dr.  F.  T.  Paine,  of  Comanche. 

The  hour  having  arrived  for  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  which  report  was  made 
special  order  for  10  A.  M.  to-day,  Dr.  Burroughs,  acting  Chair- 
man, suggested  the  following  as  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws : 

1.  That  Article  II  of  the  Constitution  of  Texas  State  Medical 
Association  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

"The  objects  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  organize  the  regu- 
lar medical  profession  of  the  State  in  the  most  efficient  manner 
possible;  to  encourage  a  high  standard  of  professional  qualifica- 
tion and  ethics  ;  to  promote  professional  brotherhood;  to  labor 
for  the  advancement  of  State  Medicine,  i.  e.  of  public  hygiene; 
of  medical  education;  of  medical  jurisprudence  and  public  institu- 
tions for  the  sick  and  the  infirm." 

2.  That  Article  III  of  said  Constitution  be  so  amended  as  to 
read  as  follows  : 

I.  Every  regularly  educated  man  within  the  limits  of  this 
State,  who  is  a  graduate  of  a  regular  Medical  College  in  good 
standing,  and  who  adopts  and  conforms  to  the  code  of  ethics  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  shall  be  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  this  body,  provided  they  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
their  respective  county  or  district  medical  societies. 

II.  In  all  cases  where  there  exists  no  county  medical  organi- 
zation, (and  the  qualifications  for  membership  are  perfect  in  every 
other  respect)  this  fact  shall  not  be  a  bar  to  membership. 

We  respectfully  recommend  that  the  last  paragraph  of  that 
section  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  which  defines  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Judicial  Council  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as 
follows . 

"All  questions  of  a  personal  character,  including  complaints  and 
protests,  and  all  questions  on  credentials  shall  be  referred  at  once 
to  the  Judicial  Council  and  without  discussion,  whose  decision 
shall  be  absolute  and  final  on  all  questions  of  unscientific  charac- 
ter of  whatever  nature,  provided  an  appeal  is  not  taken  to  the 
Judicial  Council  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  which 
case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Secretary  to  furnish  the 
Secretary  of  the  higher  Council  with  a  complete  and  authentica- 
ted transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  lower  Council. 
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Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Judicial  Council,  on  all 
questions  involving  a  penalty,  after  having  arrived  at  a  decision 
in  any  given  case,  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  any  member 
against  whom  charges  of  whatsoever  nature  may  have  been  pre- 
ferred, to  assess  the  grade  of  punishment  on  the  one  hand,  or  de- 
clare an  acquittal  on  the  other,  and  report  such  action  to  the 
Association  at  its  earliest  convenience  tor  its  information;  and,  it 
is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  General  Secretary  to  record  said 
report  as  part  of  the  minutes  of  this  Association. 

Sec.  3.  All  questions  based  upon  real  or  supposed  profes- 
sional or  personal  grievance  must  be  adjudicated  by  the  county 
or  district  societies  of  which  the  parties  may  be  members,  and  it 
is  hereby  declared  that  all  such  questions  are  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Judicial  Council,  provided  no  appeal  from  the  lower 
council  appears. 

Sec.  3.  In  all  questions  of  a  personal  or  professional  character 
arising  between  parties,  either  or  both  of  whom  reside  in  a  county 
or  counties  where  no  recognized  medical  society  exists,  such 
cause  shall  fall  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  nearest  county  or 
district  medical  association." 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted;  and  Dr. 
Loggins  moved  that  the  above  be  incorporated  in  the  Transac- 
tions as  amendments  to  the  Laws  of  the  Association.  Carried. 

President  Swearingen  called  Dr.  Loggins  to  the  chair  and  in- 
troduced the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  : 

"Whereas,  The  Railway  Surgeons  of  America  are  called  to  meet 
in  convention  next  month  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  to  confer  as  to 
ways  and  means,  for  perfecting  the  Hospital  services  of  all  sys- 
tems, The  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  by  resolution,  re- 
spectfully submits  to  them  the  following  suggestions  : 

1  st.  A  schedule  of  charges  that  requires  a  physician  to  charge 
a  railway  corporation,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  less 
than  he  would  charge  his  neighbor  and  friend  for  the  same  kind 
of  service,  insults  our  sense  of  justice,  and  violates  the  spirit  of 
our  ethics. 

2.  An}r  proposition  to  have  the  services  of  a  local  surgeon 
detailed  in  a  report  to  his  chief  so  as  to  enable  said  chief  to  esti- 
mate and  be  sole  arbiter  of  the  compensation  to  allow  for  said 
services,  is  degrading  alike  to  our  profession  and  to  our  man- 
hood. 

3.  When  injuries  occur,  hy  accident  or  otherwise,  the  loca[ 
surgeon  in  charge  of  the  case  should  always  be  consulted  as  to 
the  physical  ability  of  the  injured  to  bear  transportation  to  hos- 
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pitals.  An  economy  that  rushes  men  on  trains  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  attending  physician,  is  a  discourtesy  to  him  and 
sometimes  fatal  to  the  injured. 

These  suggestions  are  offered  in  no  spirit  of  unkindness  to  a 
hospital  system  that  certainly  broadens  the  field  of  philanthropic 
usefulness,  but  the  work  should  be  done  without  bringing  dis- 
credit upon  men  whose  lives  are  devoted  to  the  same  noble 
service. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Taylor,  the  above  resolution  was  adopted  by 
a  rising  vote. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Paine  offered  a  resolution  suggesting  to  committees 
of  arrangements  in  future  to  dispense  with  the  banquet  as  a 
feature  of  the  entertainment  given  the  association.  Adopted. 

The  Nominating  Committee  having  neglected  to  appoint  a 
Committee  on  Necrology,  the  chair  appointed  Drs.  B.  W,  Bristow 
and  Asa  W.  Pope. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  on 
motion  was  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Secretary  of  this  Associa- 
tion be  instructed  to  make  application,  without  delay,  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State  for  a  charter  incorporating  the- Texas 
State  Medical  Association." 

Dr.  J.  B.  Robertson  announced  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Ross, 
late  of  Brenham,  a  member  of  this  Association,  and  paid  a  high 
tribute  to  his  worth  and  ability  as  a  physician  and  a  citizen. 
The  data  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Ross  handed  Dr.  Robertson  ^ras,  on 
motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Necrology,  and  Dr.  Rob- 
ertson was  requested  to  incorporate  his  eulogy  in  the  report  of 
said  committee  at  next  meeting. 

[The  usual  resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  citizens,  the  Press,  the 
Ladies,  the  committee  of  arrangements,  those  who  had  extended 
invitation,  etc.,  was  adopted,  also  one  to  Mrs.  Ford  for  a  cake, 
and  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  courtesies. — Ed.] 

Dr.  Evans  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  extended  to  delegates  to  this  convention  a  reduction 
of  one-sixth  from  the  usual  fare — the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation hereby  return  to  them  one-sixth  of  a  vote  of  thanks. 
Adopted. 
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Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent  then  delivered  an  address  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Alamo  monument,  and  said  that  all  Texans  should  take  a 
pride  in  subscribing  to  the  noble  work. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Robertson  then  introduced  the  following  appropriate 
resolution,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted  and  ordered  spread 
upon  the  minutes: 

Resolved,  That  the  effort  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  heroes  of 
the  Alamo  meets  our  hearty  approval,  and  we  pledge  ourselves 
to  do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  the  laudable  undertaking. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Denton  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted 
with  an  amendment  making  it  a  special  committee  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Association  that  the 
period  in  the  history  of  Texas  has  been  reached  when  the  greatly 
increased  population  and  rapidly  growing  commerce,  demands 
for  the  protection  and  conservation  of  the  public  health  an  or- 
ganized effort  by  the  profession  of  the  State,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  such  sanitary  laws  as  may  be  required  to  suit  our 
changed  condition. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Association  is  authorized 
and  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  from  this 
body  who  shall  make  an  earnest  effort  to  impress  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  State  legislature  the  importance  of  the  establishment 
of  a  State  Board  of  Health,  and,  if  possible,  secure  an  act  for 
that  purpose. 

[The  President  has  not  yet  made  the  appointment. — Ed.] 

The  Judicial  Council  reported  favorably  on  the  application  for 
membership  of  the  following  physicians: 

[The  list  is  omitted  here  for  want  of  room  ;  there  were  fifty- 
nine  active  and  two  honorary  members  elected. — Ed.] 

On  motion  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  in  Fort  Worth 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  April,  1890. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary. 


South  Kansas  Medical  Society  will  meet  at  Wichita, 
Kansas,  May  14,  inst.  Dr.  W.  K.  Harris,  Mulvane,  Kansas, 
Secretary. 


The  Kansas  State  Medical  Society  met  May  7,  8  and  9, 
inst.,  in  Topeka,  Kansas.    Dr.  J.  E.  Minney,  Topeka,  Secretary. 


Succus  Alterans. 

(2VEc3D^X>DE3.) 

Succus  AlteraDS  is  a  purely  vegetable  compound  of  the  preserved  juices  of 
Styllingia  Sylvatica,  Lappa  Minor,  Phytolacca  Decandaa,  Smilax  Sarsaparilla 
and  Xanthoxylum  Carolinianum,  as  collected  by  Dr.  Geo.  W.  McDade  ex- 
clusively for  Eli  Lilly  &  Co.,  and  endorsed   by  Dr.  J  Marion  Sims. 

SUCCUS  Alterans  continues  to  gain  favor  from  its  remarkable  Alterative  and 
Tonic  properties,  eliminating  specific  poison  from  the  blood  and  increasing 
the  proportion  of  red  corpuscles  in  anaemic  patients  to  a  wonderful  degree  ;  is 
endorsed  by  the  medical  profession  and  in  use  by  many  hospitals  of  note. 

SUCCUS  Alterans  in  venereal  and  cutaneous  diseases  is  fast  supplanting  Mercury, 
the  Iodides  and  Arsenic;  and  is  a  certain  remedy  for  Mercurialization,  Iodism 
and  the  dreadful  effects  often  following  the  use  of  Arsenic  in  skin  diseases. 

SUCCUS  Alterans  is  also  strongly  recommended  for  its  tonic  and  alterative  effects 
in  myriad  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  in  all  cases  where  anaemia  is  a 
factor.  Such  patients  rapidly  develop  a  good  appetite,  sleep  soundly  and  gain 
flesh  rapidly.  Many  cases  are  on  record  where  patients  increased  ten  to 
twenty-rive  pounds  in  weight  in  a  few  weeks. 

SUCCUS  Alterans  is  giving  satisfactory  results  in  treatment  of  Chronic  Rheuma- 
tism and  can  be  used  with  confidence. 

SlICCUS  Alterans  may  be  given  for  any  length  of  time,  without  injury  to  the 
patient. 

SlICCUS  Alterans  is  put  in  pint  round  amber  bottles  and  never  in  bulk. 

Physicians  who  have  not  received  Dr.  McDade's  latest  publication,  the  Mono- 
graphia  Syphilitica,  should  send  their  address,  mentioning  this  Journal,  and 
we  will  mail  them  a  coppy.  It  contains  a  paper,  illustrated  with  colored 
plates,  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Goodwillie,  of  New  York,  on  the  "Sequelae  of  Syphilis," 
reports  of  cases  in  practice  and  many  other  valuable  papers. 


Pil.  Aphrodisiaca. 

(LILLT.) 

Damlana  cum  Phosphoro  et  Nuce  Vomicae. 

Phosphorus  and  Nux  Vomica,  as  is  well  known  to  the  profession,  act  as  powerful 
tonics  to  the  nervous  system,  especially  the  spinal  cord,  and  can  be  relied  upon  as 
possessing:  real  aphrodisiac  power.  The  Damiana  used  is  the  genuine  Turnera 
Aphrodisiaca.  By  our  process  for  the  manufacture  of  Phosphorus  Pills,  a  thorough 
subdivision  of  phosphorus  in  the  mass  is  obtained,  and,  with  a  coating  perfectly 
protecting  it  from  oxidation,  there  is  nothing:  to  be  desired.  It  is  necessary  that  the 
administration  of  this  pill  be  continued  from  three  to  four  weeks,  or  until  the  sys- 
tem is  thoroughly  under  the  influence  of  the  remedy.  It  is  indicated  in  men- 
ial overwork,  sexual  debility,  impotency.  It  is  decidedly  beneficial  in  cases  of 
nocturnal  emissions,  the  result  of  excesses,  mental  apathy,  or  indifference,  and 
in  an  enfeebled  condition  of  the  general  system,  with  weakness  or  dull  pain  in  tlie 
lumbo  sacral  region.  In  diseases  of  the  reproductive  organs  of  the  female,  and 
especially  of  the  uterus,  it  is  one  of  our  most  valuable  agents,  acting  as  a  uterine 
tonic,  and  gradually  removing  abnormal  conditions,  while  at  the  same  time,  it  im- 
parts tone  and  vigor;  hence,  it  is  of  value  in  Leucorrhoza,  Amenorrhoza,  Dysme* 
norrhat,  and  to  remove  the  tendency  to  repeated  miscarriages. 

One  Hundred  Mailed  on  Receipt  of  $J.OO 

TE^T  T  T  TT  T  V    J$.  Pharmaceutical  Chemists, 

•CiJLiX  liJL JjlJu  JE     04  l/U.,  Indianapolis,  Iudiana,  U.  S.  A 

SUPPLIED  BY  ALL  DRUGGISTS. 


A  D  VER  TISEMENTS. 


Carnrich  Soluble  Food 


Is  the  nearest  approach  to  Human  Milk  that  has  thus 
far  been  produced. 


During  the  past  season  a  large  number  of  Physicians  and  eminent 
Chemists  visited  our  Laboratory  at  ixoshen,  N.  Y.,  and  witnessed 
every  detail  connected  with  the  production  of  Carnrick's  Soluble 
Food.  This  invitation  to  witness  our  process  is  continously  open  to 
Physicians  and  Chemists.  All  expenses  from  New  York  to  Goshen 
and  return  will  be  paid  by  us.  The  care  used  in  gathering  the  milk, 
its  sterilization,  and  the  cleanliness  exercised  in  every  step,  cannot 
be  excelled. 


Pancrobilin. 

Prepared  {in  both  Liquid  and  Pill form)  Extracts  of  Pancreas  and  Bile 

This  preparation  is  designed  expressly  to  increase  the  digestion  and  ab 
sorption  of  fats. 

We  believe  that  the  fat-digesting  properties  of  pancreatine  and  bile  are  in- 
separable, and  that  without  their  union  in  the  intestinal  tract  but  little,  if 
any,  fat  would  be  digested  aud  absorbed. 

Pancrobilin  will  be  found  of  great  service  in  Phthisis  and  other  wasting  diseases, 
Nervous  Prostration,  Constipation,  Inanition,  Malnutrition,  Intestinal  Indigestion 
and  wherever  there  is  a  failure  to  assimilate  fats. 

If  the  skin  is  first  wet  with  Liquid  Pancrobilin,  the  inunction  of  oils  will  be  greatly 
facilitated. 

Liquid  Pancrobilin  is  put  up  in  pound  bottles. 

Pill  Pancrobilin  is  put  up  in  bottles  holding  100  pills.  The  coating  of  the  pills 
will  resist  acid  digestion  when  given  as  directed,  but  will  be  quickly  dissolved  in  the 
alkaline  secretions  of  the  duodenum. 


Phospho->Caffein  Comp. 

'  (  Granular  Effervescin g.) 

Formula  for  each  dessertspoonful  :— Caffein.  Acidi  Phosphorici  aa.  grains,  ss. 
Antipyrin.   Ext.  Apii.  Grav.  dulc  (Celery),  aa  grains,  i.   Sodium  Bromide,  grains,  v. 

The  satisfactory  results  pi-oduced  by  Phospho-Caffein  Comp.  in  Headaches,  Neu- 
ralgia, Insomnia,  Neurasthenia  and  general  Nervous  Irritability,  are  not  due  to  the 
effect  of  any  one  Ingredient,  but  to  the  happy  effect  of  the  combination.  A  thorough 
series  of  comparative  tests  have  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the  above  formula 
over  any  other  in  the  market. 

REED  &  CARNRICK,  New  York. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COLLAEOSATOBS :   

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.    W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tuner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  Af.  D.,  Gah^eston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E  J.  Doering,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Term. 


THE  LATE  MEETING. 

We  believe  we  express  the  general  sentiment  when  we  say  that 
the  late  meeting  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  at  San 
Antonio,  was  one  of  the  best,  and  most  satisfactory,  within  the 
recent  history  of  the  organization.  It  was  one  which  will  long 
be  remembered  for  the  quantity  and  quality  of  scientific  work 
done,  and  real  progress  made.  It  was  entirely  harmonious,  and 
the  best  of  feeling  prevailed.  Content,  and  a  desire  to  please  and 
be  pleased,  seemed  to  characterize  the  members  present.  All 
came,  determined  to  have  a  good  time,  and  a  good  time  they 
had  ;  not  only  scientifically,  but  socially.  For  once  at  least, 
business  was  not  subordinated  to  pleasure,  although  it  was  ob- 
served that  many  chairs  were  empty  during  routine  work,  or  the 
reading  of  some  unusually  long  and  pros}7  paper,  and, — who 
could  blame  those  members,  mostly  young  men, — or,  those  who 
had  never  before  seen  the  enchanted  city  ?  whose  every  street 
and  wall  could  "a  tale  unfold,  of  deepest  darkest  woe" — perhaps — 
at  any  rate — a  tale  ;  for  the  "fields  were  so  green,  and  the  skies 
were  so  blue,"  the  rose  gardens  so  redolent  of  the  perfume  of 
spring, — the  sparkling  little  river,  winding  like  a  silver  thread 
through  the  quaint  old  city, — crossing  and  being  crossed  by 
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every  street  and  alley  ;  sparkling  in  the  sunlight  of  those  glor- 
ious April  mornings,  as  its  wafers  splashed  to  the  dip  of  a  va. 
grant  oar,  or  sparkled  darkly  beneath  the  moss  grown  and  wil- 
low clad  banks.  Who  could  blame  them,  if,  for  a  brief  hour, 
they  stole  away  from  recital  of  "interesting  cases"  and  preferred 
the  notes  of  the  song  bird  to  '  'clinical  notes  ;"  the  perfume  of  the 
flowers  to  the  oft-told  tale  of  "lacerated  perinei,"  or  Emmet's 
operations  P  The  sights  and  sounds  in  a  strange  and  beautiful 
Southern  metropolis — the  dark-eyed  and  willowy  tropical  beauties 
— gay  in  Easter  finery, — or  the  pretty  shop-windows, — or  a 
drive  to  San  Pedro  Springs,  and  a  look  at  the  tame  fishes  sporting 
in  the  crystal  waters,  wTere  indeed  enticing;  more  so  than  the 
most  elaborate  "report"  that  could  be  read.  Ah  me  ! — "all  work 
and  no  play,  makes  Jack  a  dull  boy." 

But  we  digress.  We  may  say,  science  and  social  enjoyment 
were  so  equally  blended — and  each  in  its  time  and  place — that  it 
would  be  hard  to  say  wThich  predominated,  if  either.  And  then, 
the  delightful  hospitality  of  those  real  Southern  people  !  But  we 
mnst  condense — for  space  is  space. 

All  returned  to  their  homes — the  better  for  the  meeting  ;  car- 
rying pleasing  recollections  of  the  occasion,  and  determined, 
never,  no  never,  again  to  be  absent  from  a  single  annual  "gath- 
ering of  the  clan,"  all  intending  to  tell  their  stay-at-home  friends 
how  they  missed  it  ;  all  convinced  and  gladly — that  the  old 
mother  association  had  partaken  anew  of  the  elixir  of  life,  and 
taken  on  a  new  lease.  She  is  again — one  and  indivisible  !  No 
more  now  of  sectional  strife  or  jealousy  ;  no  division  of  senti- 
ment. The  Goddess  of  Harmony  has  driven  out  Discord  ;  the 
cracks  are  closed,  the  crevices  cemented — and  we  are  again,  as  of 
yore — a  band  of  brothers  ! 

The  courtly  Paine  made  a  splendid  presiding  officer,  and  if 
"all"  did  not  go  "as  merry  as  a  marriage  bell,"  it  went  smoothly, 
at  least.  Business  was  dispatched  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner, 
and  everything  was  done  in  its  time  and  place. 

Of  the  results,  we  cannot  now  speak  at  length.  The  papers 
were  mostly  good,  some  excellent,  and  the  plan  of  conducting 
the  sections  singly,  as  advised  by  the  Journal,  proved  much 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


483 


more  satisfactory  than  the  simultaneous  sittings  instituted  at 
Galveston.  It  enabled  all  the  members  (who  wished  to)  to  hear 
all  papers  and  all  discussions.  The  papers  and  the  discussion — 
the  greater  part  of  which  was  secured  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Express  stenographic  reporter,  will  make  a  splendid  volume 
of  Transactions. 

The  election  of  Dr.  Swearingen  to  the  Presidency  was  emi- 
nently satisfactory.  His  popularity  is  something  truly  extra- 
ordinary, and  is  only  equaled  by  his  real  worth  and  ability.  It 
gave  rise  to  unbounded  enthusiasm,  and  all  feel  and  believe  that 
he  can  do  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  organized  medicine. 
He  is  no  sectional  man,  but  the  representative  at  large  of  the 
profession  of  the  State,  endorsed  by  all.  He  is  a  born  parlia- 
mentarian, as  well  as  a  born  orator.  The  idol  of  his  friends,  he 
is  admired  and  respected  by  all.  He  is  a  man  of  wonderful 
personal  magnetism,  and  the  profession  may  well  feel  secure  in 
the  assurance  that  the  interests  of  medical  science  and  of  the 
State  Association  will  not  suffer  in  his  keeping. 

The  choice  of  Vice  Presidents  was  no  less  happy.  Sims  of 
Northwest  Texas,  Kingsley  of  Southwest  Texas,  and  Clark  of 
the  "free  State  of  Schulenburg,"  all  popular  favorites,  constitute 
a  pleasing  setting  to  the  chief  gem  in  the  galaxy  of  officers.  By- 
the-bye,  the  same  handsome  engraving  of  our  President  that 
adorns  these  pages  will  be  inserted  in  the  Transactions,  that  Dr. 
Swearingen' s  many  friends  may  secure  a  copy,  as  a  souvenir  of 
this  happy  meeting. 

Of  the  work  done,  perhaps  the  most  important  step  was  the 
action  of  the  Convention  in  instructing  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary to  apply  at  once  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  a  charter! 
This  the  Journal  has  advocated  and  worked  for  for  years,  and 
its  accomplishment  is  in  large  part  due  to  the  Austin  District 
Medical  Society,  which,  at  its  last  meeting,  by  resolution,  in- 
structed its  delegates  to  this  Convention  to  use  ever}-  effort  to  se- 
cure said  action;  and  to  our  confrere,  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett,  especially, 
is  due  the  credit  for  pushing  the  subject,  which,  in  the  multi- 
plicity of  others,  would,  perhaps,  have  been  overlooked,  but  for 
his  zeal. 
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The  President  and  Secretary  will  take  great  pains  in  drawing 
up  the  charter;  its  importance  could  hardly  be  overestimated 
when  we  reflect  that  it  is  the  very  first  step  in  the  direction  of 
recognition;  that  the  taunt  has  been  thrown  in  the  face  of  the 
profession  that  they  have  '  'no  official  status. ' '  Well — now,  they 
have  official  status,  and  certain  carping  papers  may  lay  to  their 
souls  the  very  consoling  assurance  that  the  profession  will  make 
the  most  of  it. 

Of  the  very  important  resolutions  introduced  b}r  delegate 
Swearingen  from  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  and  which 
are  published  in  full  in  the  synopsis  of  proceedings  herewith 
given,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  speak — they  speak  for  them- 
selves. So  fully  do  they  echo  the  general  sentiment,  the]'  were 
unanimously  adopted  by  rising  vote.  Suffice  to  say,  these  reso- 
lutions will  be  printed  and  a  copy  placed  in  the  desk  of  every 
delegate  to  the  big  Convention  of  Railway  Surgeons,  shortly  to 
meet  in  St.  Louis,  and  wye  look  for  much  good  to  come  out  of  it. 

The  impression  prevails  that  the  Committee  on  Medical  Legis- 
lation have  been  idle;  have  done  nothing.  A  careful  perusal  of 
the  elaborate  and  very  able  report  of  the  committee  published  in 
the  proceedings  herewith,  will  disabuse  any  unprejudiced  persons 
of  such  notion,  and  will  convince  them  that  any  direct  appeal  to 
the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  any  bill,  in  the  existing  state 
of  public  sentiment,  would  have  been  as  unwise  as  it  would  have 
been  useless.  Chairman  Cupples  points  out  the  obstacles  in  the 
way,  and  to  be  overcome  before  we  can  reasonably  hope  for  such 
legislation  as  is  desired  and  needed.  The  committee,  it  will  be 
seen,  have  a  w7ell  digested  and  deliberate  plan  of  campaign  map- 
ped out,  and  they  will  work  it  out  to  a  successful  issue  if  given 
time  and  the  necessary  aid  from  the  profession.  But,  in  our 
judgment,  it  will  be  necessary  as  a  part  of  the  plan,  to  have  an 
intelligent  sub-committee  of  able  and  representative  men  on  hand 
at  the  Capital,  to  press  the  matter;  and  it  will  take  money  to  do 
this.  This  brings  up  another  important  topic.  The  members  of 
the  State  Association  are,  many  of  them,  shamefully  delinquent 
in  the  matter  of  payment  of  their  dues;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  vital 
importance  that  they  should  pay  up.    Bills  will  shortly  be  sent 
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to  all  who  are  delinquent,  and  the  Secretary  will  be  authorized 
by  the  President  to  draw  at  sight  on  such  as  are  accessible  through 
the  banks.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  many  in  attendance  at 
San  Antonio  failed  to  register,  and  consequently,  failed  to  pay 
their  dues.  Of  the  estimated  three  hundred  and  fifty  present, 
(at  least  that  number  were  decorated  with  the  association  badge, 
and  had  all  the  privileges  of  membership,)  only  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  registered  and  paid  dues;  and  of  this  number,  sixty 
were  new  members,  who  paid  gioeach,  (initiation  fee  and  a  year's 
dues.)  This  leaves  then,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  of  the  old 
members  out  of  estimated  two  hundred  and  ninety  who  paid  any 
money  at  all.  These  are  facts,  and  it  is  not  at  all  creditable  to 
said  members. 

The  association  now  carries  on  its  roll,  the  names  of  five  hun- 
dred and  two  active  members.  Each  owes  the  association,  and 
should  pay  $5.  This,  without  estimating  the  receipts  from  new 
members,  which  at  San  Antonio  alone  was  six  hundred  dollars, 
and  the  per  capita  tax  of  50c.  on  each  local  society  represented^ 
should  put  into  the  treasury  each  year,  $2500;  an  amount  amply 
sufficient  for  all  legitimate  purposes. 

In  order  to  secure  the  payment  of  all  dues  at  the  next  meeting, 
the  committee  of  arrangements  should,  and  doubtless  will  be  in- 
structed by  the  President  to  place  the  badges  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  as  is  done  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  to 
be  given  to  members  only  on  the  payment  of  a  years  dues,  and 
handed  over  along  with  a  receipt.  This  would  also  secure  a 
correct  and  complete  registration  of  members  present.  All  will 
remember  what  confusion  arose  from  want  of  a  complete  record 
at  the  late  meeting. 

The  repeal  of  the  prize  essay  ordinance  was  a  judicious  step, 
and  met  with, hearty  approval. 

As  advised  by  the  Journal,  the  proposed  new  Constitution 
and  By-laws  was  not  adopted  ;  and  in  its  stead  a  few  much 
needed  and  very  sensible  amendments  were  made,  as  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  proceedings  published  in 
this  issue. 

Of  the  social  features  of  the  occasion,  we  will  not  speak.  We 
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have  not  room  to  do  justice  to  the  subject  ;  but  suffice  it  to  say, 
the  entertainment  was  delightful,  gratefully  enjoyed,  and  highly 
creditable  to  the  local  committee; — twenty-seven  hundred  dol- 
lars was  the  sum  expended  by  the  committee.  The  banquet 
was  grand  ;  and  if  a  flaw  could  be  picked  in  that  connection,  it 
would  be  to  say  that  the  embellishment  of  the  menu  card  with  a 
skeleton  was  entirely  inappropriate  ;  there  was  no  "skeleton"  at 
that  feast,  at  least.  It  has  been  suggested  that  it  was  intended 
figuratively  to  stand  for,  and  represent  the  alleged  "raw  oysters 
on  half  shell"  and  "boned  turkey"  which  the  menu  (by  the  bye, 
it  was  distributed  aftet  supper),  called  for, — but  some  declare 
that  not  the  ghost  of  an  "oyster,"  nor  the  skeleton  of  a  "boned" 
turkey  did  they  see,  and  they  had  on  their  specs  long  before  the 
wine  begun  to  circulate.  We  wish  we  could  give  an  account  of 
that  banquet ;  of  the  toasts  and  responses,  at  least ;  they  were 
"rich,  rare  and  racy;"  and  the  speech  of  our  President-elect,  was, 
especially,  graceful  and  pleasing. 

Long  will  the  scenes  and  doings  of  this  gathering  linger  in 
the  chamber  of  memory  of  all  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
present.   

RICHARD  M.  SWEARI>GE>T,  A.  M.,  M.  1). 

[Subject  of  Portrait.] 

PRESIDENT  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

[From  the  forthcoming  work  :    Biography  of  Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas; 
By  F.  E-  Daniel,  M.  D.] 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Noxubee  County,  Miss., 
Sept.  26,  1838.  His  parents  emigrated  to  Texas  in  1848.  Dr. 
Swearingen  studied  medicine  and  attended  a  course  ot  lectures  at 
the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine  in  1859-60,  during  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Flints — Sr.  and  Jr., — E.  D.  Fenuer  and  other  distin- 
guished teachers.  The  war  between  the  States  coming  on 
interrupted  his  studies,  and  he  entered  the  Southern  army  as  a 
private  soldier,  responding  to  the  first  call  for  volunteer  troops  in 
Texas,  February  28,  186 1,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  his  company,  receiving  from  the 
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War  Department  his  commission  as  Captain  of  Cavalry.  He  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  war  in  command  of  this,  one  of  the 
finest  cavalry  commands  in  the  service,  and  participating  actively 
in  the  numerous  campaigns  in  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Vir- 
ginia; surrendered  finally  with  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  at 
Charlotte,  N.  C,  when  resistance  was  no  longer  possible. 

During  the  war  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Jessee,  the  daughter  of 
a  Tennessee  gentleman,  at  whose  house  the  Doctor  was  left  sick 
on  one  occasion. 

Upon  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  Texas,  and 
locating  in  Washington  county,  in  the  town  of  Chapel  Hill,  he 
resumed  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Rogers,  and,  attending 
a  second  course  of  lectures  in  1867  at  the  New  Orleans  School  of 
Medicine,  was  graduated  M.  D.,  with  first  honors,  delivering  the 
valedictory  of  his  class. 

Engaging  immediately  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Chapel  Hill,  Dr.  Swearingen  commanded  at  once  a  large  practice. 
In  the  spring  of  1875  he  removed  to  Austin,  the  capital  of  Texas, 
where  he  now  resides,  still  engaged  in  a  general  prastice,  large, 
lucrative,  and  growing.  He  has  been  successful  financially,  and 
owns  an  elegant  home,  where  he  resides  with  his  family.  He 
has  an  only  child — now  Mrs.  E.  B.  Robinson,  a  beautiful  and 
accomplished  lady.  The  doctor  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  entire  community,  and  of  an  ever  increasing  troop  of 
friends. 

In  the  yellow-fever  epidemic  of  1878,  Dr.  Swearingen  and  Dr. 
T.  D.  Manning  volunteered  their  services  to  the  Howards,  and 
proceeded  to  Memphis  to  aid  the  stricken  people.  On  arrival 
they  were  assigned  to  Holly  Springs,  with  instructions  to  take 
charge  and  establish  a  hospital.  The  gallant  and  accomplished 
Manning  falling  early  a  victim  in  the  unequal  struggle,  the  en. 
tire  labor  and  responsibility  of  the  hospital  service  fell  upon  his 
companion,  the  subject  of  this  imperfact  sketch.  The  history  of 
those  sad  scenes  will  never  be  written,  but  the  services  of  these 
two  Texas  volunteer  physicians,  one  of  whom  so  cheerfully  laid 
-down  his  young  life  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  are  indelibly  en- 
graved upon  the  hearts  and  memories  of  a  grateful  community. 
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In  January,  1879,  Dr.  Swearingen  was  appointed,  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  a  member  of  the  "Board  of  Experts 
upon  Epidemic  Diseases,"  and  assisted  in  preparing  a  report  to 
Congress  that  met  the  expectations  of  the  people,  and  received 
the  unqualified  endorsement  of  the  medical  profession. 

In  February,  188 1,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  O.  M. 
Roberts  State  Health  Officer  of  Texas,  and  in  1883  he  was  reap- 
pointed by  Governor  Ireland.  For  six  years  the  control  and  ad- 
ministration of  the  extensive  quarantine  system  of  the  State,  ex- 
tending over  an  immense  line  of  sea  coast,  as  well  as  an  exten- 
sive inter-State  and  Mexican  frontier,  have  devolved  upon  him, 
and  the  conspicuous  exemption  of  the  Texas  people  from  epi- 
demic disease  during  that  time,  as  well  as  his  reappointment^ 
testify  to  the  distinguished  ability  with  which  his  trusts  have 
been  discharged.  In  addition  to  his  official  duties  as  stated,  Dr. 
Swearingen  is  constantly  engaged  in  a  general  practice,  yet  finds- 
time  for  social  enjoyment,  into  which  he  enters  with  all  the  zest 
of  an  intense  Southern  nature,  and  also  to  contribute  to  the  lit- 
erature of  his  profession,  he  being  an  active  member  of  the 
County,  State,  and  National  Medical  Associations;  and  was  re- 
cently appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Inter- 
national Medical  Congress  to  an  inportant  position  on  the  Sec- 
tion of  State  Medicine  and  Public  Hygiene,  a  subject  to  which 
he  has  given  much  attention.  He  is  regarded,  at  least  through- 
out the  South,  as  one  of  the  foremost  and  most  enlightened  sani- 
tarians of  this  progressive  age. 

Among  his  literary  productions,  his  eulogy  on. the  life  and  ser- 
vices of  Dr.  T.  D.  Manning,  delivered,  as  essayist  for  the  occa- 
sion, before  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  at  Belton,  in 
1884,  stands  conspicuous  as  a  model  of  eloquence  and  pathos. 
It  will  go  on  record  as  one  of  the  most  chaste  and  merited 
tributes  ever  paid  to  departed  worth. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association, 
(San  Antonio,  April  26,  1889,)  he  was  unanimously  elected 
President. 


Dr.  S.  W.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  died  April  16,  of  phneu- 
monia,  aged  53. 
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BIOGRAPHY  COTLMPORARY  PHYSICIANS  OF  TEXAS. 


The  Texas  Biographical  Publishing  Company,  Dr.  J.  J.  Tobin, 
President,  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary  and  Editor,  announce  that 
this  great  work  begun  by  Dr.  Daniel  in  1885,  and  suspended  on 
account  of  the  drought  aud  hard  times,  will  be  pushed  to  speedy 
completion,  and  published  this  fall.  Mr.  h.  E.  Daniell,  the  well 
known  author  of  "Personnel  of  the  Texas  State  Government,"  is 
the  general  agent  for  this  company,  and  is  in  the  field  taking 
subscriptions.  The  biography  has  been  secured,  as  well  as  the 
portrait,  of  most  of  the  Ex-Presidents  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association,  and  a  large  number  of  other  leading  and  representa- 
tive physicians,  and  it  is  only  necessary  now  to  secure  a  few 
more  subscribers  to  complete  the  list — only  twenty  more  portraits 
can  be  accommodated — there  being  thirty  already  accepted. 

The  terms  are  ten  dollars  per  copy,  containing  the  "write  up" 
or  biography  of  the  subscriber.  For  insertion  of  portrait — a  moss 
type,  fully  equal  to  a  steel  engraving,  $25  extra.  Xo  money  will 
be  required  until  the  manuscript  is  ready  for  the  press.  As  fast 
as  data  is  sent  in,  the  sketches  wiil  be  prepared;  so  that  by  the 
time  the  canvass  is  completed  the  manuscript  will  be  ready  to 
print,  when  notice  to  that  effect  will  be  sent  to  all  subscribers, 
attested  by  a  committee  of  well  known  physicians  of  Austin,  who 
have  kindly  offered  to  act  as  trustees  for  the  company.  Two 
notes  of  S5  each  will  be  taken  from  each  subscriber,  both  pay- 
able at  bank  in  Austin;  the  first,  on  completion  of  manuscript 
for  the  press,  and  the  other  on  delivery  of  the  book. 

The  work  will  be  gotten  out  in  first  class  style,  on  heavy  calen- 
dered book  paper,  and  bound  in  pressed  Turkey  Morocco  and 
cloth  and  gilt,  making  it  an  ornament  to  any  library  or  parlor. 
The  engravings,  fifty  in  number,  will  be  executed  in  the  highest 
style  of  art.  The  remaining  few  subjects  will  be  selected  with 
great  care,  so  as  to  represent  the  active  element  of  Texas  practi- 
tioners only. 

It  is  not  alone  the  "distinguished"  of  the  profession  whose 
biography  will  appear,  but  the  rank  and  file  of  reputable,  repre- 
sentative practitioners. 
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Future  generations  will  enquire  who  and  what  were  the  men 
who,  finding  medicine  in  Texas  a  chaos,  shaped  its  destiny,  ad- 
vanced its  dignity,  and  placed  it  in  the  foremost  ranks  of 
science?  Who  redeemed  "Texas  Medicine"  from  the  obloquy 
and  obscurity  it  occupied  almost  naturally,  from  the  rapid  forma- 
tion of  a  new  State,  the  pouring  in  of  a  heterogeneous  population 
from  all  quarters  of  the  globe?  Who  organized  it,  and  separated 
the  wheat  from  the  chaff?  drawing  a  sharp  distinction  between 
the  representatives  of  rational  Hippocratic  medicine  and  the 
ephemeral  and  flimsy  "pathies,"  and  the  arrant  pretenders  who 
flocked  to  these  hospitable  shores. 

Don't  say,  therefore,  doctor,  when  you  are  honored  by  our 
agents  with  a  request  to  enter  your  biography  as  that  of  one  of 
the  representative  practitioners  of  Texas:  "I  have  no  record;  I 
have  done  nothing."  Everyman  has  a  record,  all  have  a  future, 
and  it  is  with  you  to  make  a  career.  When  you  have  done  so, 
let  the  data  of  your  early  life  be  available  to  the  future  biog- 
rapher, who  will  write  you  up  after  you  have  become  "distin- 
guished." What  this  work  aims  at,  is  to  put  on  permanent 
record  the  lives  of  those  who  are  now  shaping  the  destinies  of 
rational  medicine  in  Texas,  as  well  as  those  who  have  brought  it 
to  its  present  status. 


^MEDICAL  News  and  Miscellany. 


The  biggest  surgical  undertaking  on  record  :  Lanc(s)ing 
Michigan  ! 

Dr.  J.  W.  Garnett,  of  Greenville,  Hunt  county,  is  attending 
a  course  at  the  X.  Y.  Polyclinic. 


Important  notice  to  members  of  the  T.  S.  M.  A.:  Members 
who  read  papers  at  the  recent  meeting,  and  who  have  retained 
them  for  revision  are  notified  that  the  papers  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Publishing  Committee  prior  to  June  ist  or  the)-  will  be 
excluded  from  the  Transactions. 
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Dr.  E.  T.  Cook,  of  Trinity,  will  leave  shortly  to  attend  the 
New  York  Polyclinic. 

Married  in  Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  May  inst:  Dr.  J.  H. 

Rucker,  of  Holland,  Texas,  to  Miss  Imogene  Bailey,  of  the  for- 
mer city. 


For  Sale. — A  complete  set  of  "International  Encyclopedia 
•of  Surgery,"  (by  Ashhurst  et  at.,)  6  volumes,  in  y2  Morocco; 
cost  $48;  in  as  good  condition  as  when  issued.  The  owner  will 
sell  it  for  $38,  which  is  over  20  per  cent,  discount.  Address  the 
editor  of  this  journal.    A  rare  opportunity. 


How  does  this  number  of  the  Journal  strike  you,  Doctor? 
Is  such  a  publication  not  deserving  of  cordial  support,  by  every 
member  of  the  State  Association,  at  least?  We  think  so.  Only 
$2  a  year,  is  asked  for  it.  Twenty-four  extra  pages  and  a  costly 
portrait.  Show  it  to  your  neighbor  and  get  him  to  send  in  his 
subscription. 


Dr.  R.  L.  Grant,  representing  the  Dios  Chemical  Co.,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  Chambers'  puplications,  the  Weekly  Review  and 
Annals  of  Surgery,  favored  the  Journal  with  a  call,  impressing 
ns  most  favorably  as  a  live,  active  and  intelligent  agent.  Dr.  G. 
will  make  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  State,  and  we  bespeak  for 
"him  a  courteous  reception  by  the  doctors. 


The  Medical,  Branch  Texas  University. —  The  City 
Council  of  Galvestion  have  appropriated  §25,000  towards  build- 
ing the  Texas  Medical  College,  (Medical  Department  State  Uni- 
versity.) The  State,  at  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  appro- 
priated $50,000,  and  the  site  has  beeu  donated  by  private  citi- 
zens; so  the  prospect  is  that  we  will  soon  have  a  medical  school 
under  State  management. 


The  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  in 
speaking  of  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  State  Medical 
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Association,  says  :  "If  we  are  ever  to  equal  the  Texas  or  Ala- 
bama Associations,  we  are  to  hunt  out  our  errors  and  pluck 
them  out." 

A  few  years  ago,  before  the  publication  of  Daniel's  Tkxas 
Medical  Journal  was  begun,  few  had  heard  of  the  Texas  State 
Association,  outside  of  the  State;  now  it  is  cited  as  a  model  for 
emulation — good. 


Owing  to  the  full  report  of  proceedings  Texas  State  Medical 
Association  in  this  issue,  there  is  not  room  for  the  usual 
amount  of  News  and  Miscellany  and  Book  Notices,  and 
we  are  compelled  to  omit  much  interesting  matter.  But,  these 
"big  things"  only  come,  like  Christmas,  once  a  year.  We  only 
regret  that  we  did  not  have  the  room  to  get  in  some  account  of 
the  banquet  and  the  Corpus  Christi  excursion,  for,  as  the  Queen 
of  Sheba  exclaimed  on  one  occasion,  "the  half  has  not  been 
told!" 


The  American  Medical  Association  will  hold  its  fortieth  an- 
nual session  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Friday,  June  25,  26,  27,  28,  prox.  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson, 
Philadelphia,  Secretary. 

'  'Each  State,  county  and  district  medical  society  entitled  to 
representation,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  asso- 
ciation one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  members 
and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  that 
number." 

The  following  are  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association  at  San  Antonio  :  Drs.  O.  Eastland,  A.  W. 
Pope,  B.  W.  Bristow,  J.  R.  Briggs,  F.  E.  Yoakum,  W.  T.  Jones, 
J.  Van  Gaskin,  I.  E.  Clarke,  T.  J.  Wagley,  F.  C.  Ford,  J.  W. 
Carhart,  J.  W.  Garnett,  and  J.  H.  Sears.  It  will  be  seen  that 
only  twelve  were  appointed,  whereas  the  association  is  entitled 
to  fifty  delegates — there  being  now  502  members.  If  there 
are  other  members  of  the  association  who  would  like  to  attend 
the  Newport  meeting,  certificates  will  be  issued  them  upon  ap- 
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plication  to  the  secretary,  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  who  was  author- 
ized to  complete  the  list,  giving  certificates  only  to  those  who 
desire  and  intend  to  attend  the  convention. 


The  North  Texas  Medical  Association  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most medical  organizations  in  the  State,  in  point  of  numbers  and 
scientific  work.  Dr.  J.  T.  Wilson,  of  Sherman,  is  President, 
and  Dr.  G.  R.  Clayton,  Secretary. 

The  next  semi-annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Paris — begin, 
ning  Tuesday,  June  ii,  and  holding  three  days.  We  have  re- 
ceived the  programme  and  a  courteous  invitation  to  be  present, 
and  much  regret  our  inability  to  do  so.  Papers  will  be  presented 
by  Drs.  Bacon  Saunders,  J.  H.  Smith,  W.  F.  T.  Savage,  J.  F. 
Hooks,  S.  F.  King,  R.  R.  Walker,  V.  A.  Howeth,  F.  E.Yoakum, 
and  T.  G.  Bates. 


Galveston's  Semi-Centennial. — Galveston  is  putting  her 
best  foot  foremost  in  an  effort  to  befittingly  celebrate  the  semi- 
centennial anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  city  by  the 
sea.  Preparations  for  a  grand  civic  and  military  display, 
probably  unsurpassed  in  the  history  of  the  South,  are  being 
made.  The  fun  will  commence  promptly  and  early  on  the  4th  of 
June  and  continue  until  late  in  the  night  of  June  15th.  Reduced 
rates  over  all  railroads  from  all  points  in  the  State  will  be  secured, 
and  those  who  want  to  bathe  in  the  glorious  surf  and  breathe 
the  wave-kissed  breezes  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  will  not  soon 
again  be  afforded  such  an  opportunity.  In  addition  to  all  the 
natural  attractions,  the  management  having  charge  of  the  ar- 
rangements announce  that  the  military  display  on  this  occasion 
will  be  something  marvelous.  Altogether  prizes  aggregating 
$22,975  are  offered  for  competing  military,  horse  racing  and 
regattas. 

At  night  the  grand  panoramic  spectacular  military  drama, 
"Fall  of  Paris  and  Reign  of  the  Commune,"  will  furnish  a 
spectacle  worth  going  hundreds  of  miles  to  see.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  startling  and  realistic  productions  ever  witnessed  in  the 
South. 
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On  the  encampment  grounds  the  regular  army  will  be  repre- 
sented by  four  companies  of  infantry,  six  companies  of  cavalry, 
a  battery  and  military  band.  Five  interstate  and  twelve  State 
companies  have  already  entered,  and  it  is  safely  estimated  that 
there  will  be  5000  soldiers  in  camp.  The  camp  grounds  are 
within  two  miles  of  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  reached  by  the 
Galveston  &  Western  Railroad,  affording  ample  and  cheap  trans- 
portation. Galveston  extends  an  invitation,  especially  to  the 
people  of  Texas,  to  join  with  her  in  celebrating  her  semi- 
centennial. 


JPUBLISHERS  J\TOTES. 


The  day  of  mercurials  as  blood  alteratives  is  past,  and  vege- 
table alteratives  have  now  universally  taken  their  place.  The 
Succus  Alterants  (McDade,)  manufactured  by  Eli  Lilly  &  Co., 
of  Indianapolis,  is  a  rare  product,  and  is  winning  laurels  wher- 
ever used.  Their  "Elixir  Purgans"  is  also  valuable. — Chicago 
Medical  Times. 


Dysmenorrhea. — William  Wiles,  M.  D.,  Snaresbrook,  Essex, 
says  :  I  used  Aletris  Cordial  especially  in  a  case  of  severe  dys- 
menorrhea of  considerable  standing.  The  first  period  that  oc- 
curred after  taking  the  Cordial  was  passed  through  with  consider- 
ably less  pain  than  usual.  The  patient  took  the  medicine  for  a 
week  before  the  menstrual  period  was  expected  for  six  months. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  no  difficulty  or  pain  was  experienced. 
So  that,  considering  the  time  the  patient  had  been  suffering  be- 
fore, the  benefit  was  very  marked. 


The  Anxals  of  Surgery  for  May,  1889,  has  as  its  leading 
article  a  report  by  Dr.  Geo.  R.  Fowler,  of  Brooklin,  of  a  unique 
case  of  an  air  tumor  on  the  neck  caused  by  a  hernia  of  the  pleura 
in  a  case  of  pnemothorax,  It  is  well  illustrated  by  a  lithographic 
plate  and  by  a  photo-engraving.  The  editorial  articles,  which 
are  always  invaluable,   take  up  the  topics  of  Injuries  of  the 
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Heart,  The  Treatment  of  Cerebral  Abscess,  Cancer  of  the  Lar- 
ynx, and  the  Treatment  of  Enlarged  Prostate  by  Electrolysis. 
The  Department  of  Index  of  Surgical  Progress  contains  an  un- 
usually copious  and  exhaustive  series  of  classified  abstracts  of  ar- 
ticles from  foreign  and  domestic  sources,  under  about  forty  dif- 
ferent titles.  The  usual  number  of  book  reviews  conclude  the 
number.  The  Annals  continues  to  maintain  its  position  as  a 
publication  of  the  first  scientific  rank,  one  indispensable  to  even- 
progressive  practitioner. 


Vomiting  in  Pregnancy. — I  am  using  Peacock's  Bromides 
in  my  practice,  daily,  and  am  better  pleased  with  the  preparation 
than  ever.  I  have  discovered  a  new  application  for  it,  in  a  case 
of  vomiting  in  pregnancy.  Believing  that  the  sickness  was  pro- 
duced by  nervous  irritability,  I  have  and  am  giving  Peacock's 
Bromides  in  full  doses,  with  fine  effect.  I  have  prescribed  it 
several  times  lately  in  convulsions  of  children  with  very  satisfac- 
tory results. 

John  A.  Campbell,  M.  D. 

Franklin,  Tenn. 


Cholera  Infantum. — It  frequently  happens  that  a  baby,  sick 
with  Diarrhoea  or  Cholera  Infantum,  or  much  reduced  by  di- 
gestive disturbance,  cannot  retain  milk  on  its  stomach,  it  seem- 
ing to  act  as  an  irritant,  and  no  hope  of  relief  can  be  entertained 
until  it  is  excluded  from  the  diet. 

In  such  cases,  Mellin's  Food  should  be  used  with  water  alone, 
.-or  with  Barley  Water.  It  may,  and  frequenrly  should,  be 
given  cold  ;  and  if  the  vomiting  be  severe,  a  teaspoonful  only 
should  be  given  at  one  time,  repeating  at  intervals  of  ten 
minutes. 

When  the  vomiting  has  been  arrested  the  child  can  be  allowed 
to  feed  from  the  bottle.  After  a  couple  of  days  have  elapsed 
without  any  vomiting,  milk  in  small  amounts,  gradually  as  the 
child  can  bear  it,  may  be  added  to  the  diet,  but  with  caution  at 
first. — Doliber-  Good  ale  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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obstruction  to  free  drainage  of  the  pent  up  secretions  and  dis- 
eased products.  Inflammation  frequently  follows,  particularly  in 
children:  measles,  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  but  the  middle 
ear  is  always  first  affected.    It  might  be  produced  by  traumatism. 

It  is  claimed  by  some  recent  writers,  that  an  acute  primary  in- 
flammation of  the  mastoid  cells  is  not  infrequently  met  with. 

PATHOLOGY. 

The  pathological  changes  are  :  congestion  and  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  cells,  periostitis  of  the  outer 
surface,  caries  necrosis,  etc.;  of  course,  these  charges  will  be  de- 
termined by  the  character  and  duration. 

SYMPTOMS  AND  DIAGNOSIS. 

The  symptoms  are  variable,  and  in  many  cases  misleading, 
hence,  the  diagnosis  is  exceedingly  difficult,  particularly  so  in 
the  incipiency,  though,  as  a  rule,  as  the  disease  is  more  advanced, 
the  diagnosis  is  unmistakable.  Pain,  more  or  less  severe,  is 
nearly  always  present,  but  in  some  instances,  is  not  referred  to 
the  affected  spot.  In  such  a  case,  with  the  pain  very  severe  and 
persistent,  the  brain  is  most  likely  involved.  Pain  usually  starts 
from  the  mastoid,  and  radiates  towards  the  brow,  vertex  and  oc- 
ciput. In  acute  inflammation  of  the  cellule,  there  is  more  or 
less  redness  and  swelling  over  mastoid  with  pain,  markedly  so  in 
periostitis  or  abscess  of  the  outer  surface.  During  the  more  acute 
paroxysm  of  pain,  the  auriel  stands  out  farther  from  the  head. 
This  last  symptom  is  regarded  by  some  writers  as  pathognomonic 
of  inflammation  of  the  mastoid  cavity. 

With  these  symptoms,  an  inspection  of  the  ear  generally  re- 
veals the  starting  point  of  the  trouble.  The  auditory  canal  is 
greatly  swollen,  or  occluded  by  a  polypus  or  other  foreign  sub- 
stance. But  if  the  canal  should  be  free,  the  tympanum,  if  in- 
tact, is  red,  bulging  and  painful,  or  should  there  be  an  old  per- 
foration, it  will  be  filled,  or  partially  so,  with  granulations  much 
thickened,  and  inadequate  for  the  escape  of  pus,  mucus,  etc., 
from  middle  ear. 

TRKATMKNT. 

If  the  diagnosis  is  clear,  the  treatment  is  at  once  made  mani- 
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fest,  but  when  this  is  not  the  ease,  there  are  so  many  points  not 
yet  understood,  or  insufficiently  appreciated,  that  an  accurate  de- 
cision is  impossible,  even  in  the  hands  of  the  ablest  expert.  In 
the  acute  stage,  with  swelling,  redness  and  pain,  the  inspection 
of  the  ear,  and  removal  as  far  as  possible  of  any  obstruction  to 
thorough  drainage,  is  of  the  first  importance.  If  the  external 
auditory  canal  is  free,  paracentesis  of  typmpanum,  or  if  an  old 
perforation  exist,  it  should  be  enlarged,  granulation,  etc.,  removed. 
Inflation  with  Politzer  bag  with  the  catheter  or  other  methods. 
If  the  posterior  wall  of  the  external  auditory  canal  bulges  so  as  to 
nearly,  or  quite  exclude  the  latter,  frequent  and  prolonged 
douching  with  hot  water,  or  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  a 
free  incision,  though  this  is  exceedingly  painful;  or  hot  applica- 
tions behind  the  ear.  I  usually  order  the  entire  ear  covered;  ice 
bags  sometimes  give  prompt  relief,  when  the  hot  applications 
have  failed.  Opiates  and  constitutional  treatment  are  indicated. 
These  measures  judiciously  carried  out,  together  with  a  free  in- 
cision behind  the  ear  generally  gives  relief.  This  is  called 
Wilde's  incision,  and  as  you  probably  know,  is  an  incision  down 
to  the  bone,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  parallel  to  the 
ear  and  a  few  lines  behind  it. 

This  incision  is  easily  made,  without  danger,  and  should  not 
be  delayed  too  long.  It  frequently  gives  relief,  even  if  pus  is 
not  found.  Both  in  acute  and  chronic  inflammation  of  the  mid- 
dle ear,  abscesses  may  form  on  the  outer  surface  of  mastoid,  hav- 
ing no  connection  with  the  cells.  The  incision  would  give  relief 
at  once  and  remove  any  suspicion  as  to  disease  of  the  cavity,  un- 
less there  should  be  found  a  fistulous  opening,  which  should  al- 
ways be  searched  for.  Periostitis  over  mastoid,  without  disease 
of  middle  ear,  is  relieved  by  free  incision,  but  if  left  to  itself, 
may  make  its  way  into  the  external  meatus.  I  have  so  much  faith 
in  Wilde's  incision  that  I  think,  if  it  were  made  sufficiently  early, 
the  necessity  of  opening  tbe  mastoid  cavity  would  be  removed  in 
a  large  number  of  cases. 

INDICATIONS  FOR  OPENING  THE  MASTOID  CAVITY. 

With  all  the  progress  made  in  aural  surgery  in  the  last  ten 
or  fifteen  years,  the  question:  What  are  the  conditions  under 


5°° 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS   MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


which  it  should  be  opened?  is  still  unanswered.  Were  I  asked 
the  question  I  would  say,  not  until  the  measures,  outlined  above, 
after  a  sufficient  trial,  have  failed,  and  even  then  I  should  be 
inclined  to  wait,  unless  the  demand  for  interference  were  imper- 
ative. 

Could  we  be  positivel}-  certain  that  the  pressure  of  pent  up 
secretions  gave  rise  to  cerebral  complications,  all  Cause  for  hesi- 
tation would  be  removed,  but  on  the  contrary,  we  know  that  the 
brain  may  be  implicated  rather  from  transmission  by  continuity, 
and  the  anastomosis  of  vessels.  In  acute  disease  of  middle  ear  there 
may  be  great  swelling  and  pain  over  mastoid,  and  yet  the  dura 
mater  become  involved,  while  the  mastoid  cells  remain  compara- 
tively free  from  complications.  In  the  case  of  a  young  lady, 
about  a  year  ago,  at  my  evening  visit  the  symptoms  were  so  ur- 
gent, I  decided  to  operate  the  next  morning;  would  have  done  so 
then,  but  it  was  after  dark  and  I  had  no  one  to  assist  me.  The 
next  morning  I  found  her  bright  and  happy.  During  the  night 
a  free  escape  of  pus  from  middle  ear  had  taken  place,  with  per- 
fect and  permanent  relief.  I  mention  this  case  as  an  illustration 
of  many  others.  Some  authorities  advise  the  operation  when 
symptoms  point  to  an  accumulation  of  pus,  even  if  the  bone  ap- 
pears healthy.  There  could  be  no  argument  against  such  a  posi- 
tion, if  there  were  any  symptom  or  set  of  symptoms  positively 
pointing  to  such  accumulation,  but  unfortunately  there  are  no 
such. 

It  is  not  my  desire  to  be  understood  as  opposing  the  operation, 
but  to  show  the  difficulties  attending  the  indications  for  the  oper- 
ation. There  are  many  cases  in  which  there  are  no  such  difficul- 
ties, aud  others  again,  where  the  symptoms  are  so  perilous  that 
no  choice  is  left  but  to  operate. 

METHOD  OF  OPERATING. 

The  operation  has  such  a  unique  history,  I  know  you  will  par- 
don a  few  lines  to  it.  It  was  done  first  by  Petit,  who  died  in 
1750.  Also  by  Jasser,  a  Prussian  military  surgeon,  who  was 
probably  unaware  of  the  labors  of  his  distinguished  French  con- 
frere. Their  contemporaries  and  immediate  successors  did  not 
understand  the  indications  for  the  operation,  and  it  was  resorted 
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to  for  all  forms  of  deafness;  and  Baron  von  Berger,  physician  to 
the  king  of  Denmark,  allowed  himself  operated  on  for  deafness 
and  noises  in  the  ear,  which  was  followed  by  fever  and  dilirium 
and  death  on  the  eleventh  day,  From  that  time  on  the  opera- 
tion became  obsolete  and  was  mentioned  only  as  a  curiosity  of 
history,  until  revived  by  Ferget  in  1849. 

Opening  the  cavity  is  best  done  with  chisel  and  mallet,  though 
the  trephine,  drills,  gimlet,  etc.,  are  used  by  many  With  the 
chisel  every  step  can  be  inspected.  This  advantage  alone  should 
give  it  precedence  over  all  others.  A  vertical  incision  is  to  be 
made  in  the  soft  parts  down  to  the  bone,  a  few  lines  behind  the 
ear,  with  its  center  on  a  level  with  the  center  of  the  auditory 
canal,  and  from  this  point  a  second  incision  should  be  made,  di- 
rectly backwards,  one  inch  long,  the  soft  parts  dissected  up  and 
the  periosteum  raised.  The  bone  should  be  chipped  off  in  thin 
layers  as  close  to  the  posterior  wall  of  the  meatus  as  possible. 
Five-eighths  of  an  inch  is  as  deep  as  it  is  prudent  to  go,  according 
to  most  authors,  as  there  is  danger  of  wounding  the  facial  nerve, 
lenticular  canals  and  other  structures.  Frequent  examinations 
should  be  made  as  to  the  character  of  the  tissues  and  as  to  the 
position  in  relation  to  the  auditory  canal.  The  insertion  of  a 
large  blunt  probe  in  the  canal,  is  a  very  convenient  way  to  gu?rd 
against  the  danger  of  a  mistaken  course,  as  it  determines  the  rel- 
ative position  of  the  opening  to  the  canal.  When  the  cells  have 
been  entered,  their  candition  and  character  will  indicate  the  cor- 
rect measures  to  adopt  as  regards  drainage,  etc.  The  subsequent 
treatment,  as  a  rule,  requires  great  care  and  close  attention  for 
weeks  and,  perhaps,  months. 


COMPLETE  LACERATION  OF  RICiHT  ARM. 


By  Dr.  Rudolph  Menger,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

A    NTOX  ROATZSCH,  a  young  engineer,  aged  25  years,  of 
lY     robust  stature,  entangled  his  shirt  sleeve  and  right  hand 
and  arm  in  a  coffee-rolling  machine  whilst  repairing  the  leather 
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strap,  which  had  come  off  of  one  of  the  twisting  wheels.  The 
machine  was  running  at  the  time  at  full  speed.  In  order  to  reach 
the  twisting  wrheel  the  man  stod  on  a  lage  box  near  by  and  be- 
low it.  But,  before  he  knew  how  it  happened,  his  sleeve  and 
arm  were  caught  immediately  between  the  broad  leather  strap 
and  the  machinery  above  him,  and  he  was  lifted  several  times, 
about  four  feet  from  the  ground, — until  his  arm  gave  way,  sever- 
ing it  completely  about  two  or  two  inches  below  the  elbow 
joint,  after  which  he  fell  to  the  ground. 

In  spite  of  the  severe  shock  he  had  nerve  enough  to  go  to  the 
engine,  stop  the  same  with  his  left  hand  from  running  and  or- 
dered a  fellow-mate,  who  was  horror  stricken,  to  pick  up  his  arm 
from  the  ground  and  bring  it  along  with  him  to  the  next  drug 
store,  where  he  went  on  foot.  In  this  condition  I  found  the  man 
sitting  in  the  drug  store,  he  being  under  the  impression  that  his 
arm  could  be  "sewed  on"  again.  He  was  bleeding,  as  usual  in 
such  cases,  but  little  from  the  lacerated  parts,  but  his  clothing 
was  saturated  with  blood.  The  extensor  muscles,  the  me- 
dian nerve,  and  both  radius  and  ulna  were  terribly  lacerated,  and, 
on  examining  the  upper  arm,  a  complete  fracture  of  the  humerus 
near  the  shoulder  was  revealed. 

After  giving  some  stimulants,  etc.,  and  applying  an  Esmarch's 
bandage,  the  man  was  removed  to  his  house,  as  he  objected  to 
being  taken  to  a  hospital. 

Fearing  severe  laceration  and  contusion  of  the  elbow  joint, 
muscles,  nerves  and  aponeurosis,  I  amputated  his  arm  above  the 
elbow  joint,  just  below  the  fracture  of  the  humerus,  kindly  as- 
sisted by  Dr.  Berry.  I  was  particularly  careful  in  ligating  the 
vessels  and  closing  the  stump,  but  although  he  stood  the  ampu- 
tation well,  unfortunately  some  after-hemorrhage  set  in  about 
three  hours  after  the  operation.  Assisted  by  Dr.  Shropshire, 
we  opened  the  stump  and  found  it  completely  filled  with  clots. 
After  their  romoval  we  soon  checked  the  oozing  with  hot  water 
sponging,  leaving  the  stump  open  and  dressing  it  with  iodoform 
and  carbolated  cotton.  The  next  day  the  man,  under  existing 
circumstances,  was  restless,  and  on  dressing  the  stump  there  was 
again  some  bleedin  g  from  a  very  small  muscular  artery,  which 
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was  ligated.  From  now  on  the  man  did  remarkably  well — un- 
til the  fourth  day  when  I  found  him  very  restless  and  the  stump 
somewhat  discolored,  but  he  did  not  complain  or  his  stump. 
Toward  noon  I  was  hurriedly  summoned,  and  on  arriving 
found  him  laboring  under  symptoms  of  traumatic  tetanus.  We 
tried  all  the  usual  remedies,  bat  he  died  at  about  7  p.  m.  the 
same  day. 

On  examining  the  part  of  the  arm  torn  away  by  the  machin- 
ery it  was  found  that  the  radial,  ulnar,  and  especially  the  median 
nerve  were  torn  out  several  inches  from  the  line  of  laceration, 
and  the  radius  was  dislocated,  the  arm  having  been  considerably 
twisted  during  the  time  the  man  was  caught  and  lifted  by  the 
machinery. 


THE  METRIC  SYSTEM. 


By  J.  F.  Evans,  M.  D.,  Wellborn,' Tkxas. 

[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

THIS  little  article  may  be  of  some  advantage  to  the  readers  of 
the  Journal. 

I  have  always  had  an  idea  that  the  metric  system,  which  is 
now  being  so  extensively  used  by  some  of  our  home  journals  and 
by  writers  on  medicine  generally,  was  impossible  to  comprehend. 
So  disgustful  was  it,  that  when  I  came  across  a  formula  given  in 
the  metric  system,  I  passed  it  by  with  a  mingled  feeling  of 
disgust  and  respect;  disgust  because  of  my  inability  to  profit  by 
its  teachings,  and  respect  because  of  its  supposed  utter  incompre- 
hensibility. A  half  hour's  study  will  make  it  plain  to  the  medi- 
cal brethren,  for  it  is  the  easiest  system  of  all. 

We  all  know  the  unit  of  weight  of  the  metric  system  is  the 
"gramme."  Now,  to  obtain  fractional  parts  prefix  the  Latin 
word  "deci"  for  tenths,  "centi"  for  hundredths,  and  "milli"  for 
thousandths.  Written  decimally  one  decigramme  is  .1,  one 
centigramme  .01,  one  milligarmme  .001. 

In  order  to  obtain  higher  quantities  prefix  the  Greek  word 
"deka,"  or  ten  times,  "hecto,"  or  one  hundred  times,  "kilo," 
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Unit. 

i  Dekagramme,  10. 
i  Hectogramme,  100. 

iooo. 


or  one  thousand  times,  and  then  we  read  "decagramme,"  or  ten 
grammes,  "hectogramme,"  or  one  hundred  grammes,  "kilo- 
gramme," or  one  thousand  grammes. 

TABLE  OF  COMPARISON. 

Fractional, 
i  Decigramme,  .1 
i  Centigramme,  .01 

1  Milligramme,   .001  1  Kilogramme, 

In  order  to  obtain  equivalents  in  troy  or  apothecaries  weights 
— one  gramme  is  equal  to  about  15*^  grains,  or,  to  be  accurate, 
it  is  equal  to  15.432  grains,  consequently  one  decigramme  (.1) 
is  one- tenth  of  15.432,  which  is  1.5432;  therefore  we  might  say 
cne  decigramme  is  about  one  and  a  half  grains.  Now,  to  obtain 
fractional  parts  of  the  gramme  move  the  decimal  point  one  place 
to  the  left  for  tenths,  two  places  for  hundredths  and  three  places 
for  thousandths,  and  to  obtain  the  multiple  move  the  decimal 
point  as  above,  but  to  the  right  instead  of  the  left.  The  follow- 
ing table  gives  the  equivalents: 


1  Milligramme, 

0154  grains 

1  Centigramme, 

1543  " 

1  Decigramme, 

5432  " 

1  Gramme, 

15 

4323  " 

1  Dekagramme, 

154 

323 

1  Hectogramme, 

1543 

23 

1  Kilogramme, 

15432 

•3  ijM 

The  table  of  measure  is  constructed  on  the  same  principle;  the 
unit  of  measure  is  ihe  litre,  which  is  nearly  a  quart.  It  is 
too  large  a  unit  for  our  practical  purposes,  and  the  cubic  centi- 
metre, which  is  the  volume  of  a  gramme  of  water,  is  the  unit 
used.  A  litre  contains  1000  cubic  centimetres.  There  are  about 
30  cubic  centimetres  in  a  fluid  ounce,  or,  to  be  accurate,  29.57 
cubic  centimetres  in  an  ounce.  Then  the  cubic  centimetre  is 
equal  to  1  gramme,  in  weight  15.432,  which  is  a  gramme. 

The  advantage  of  this  system  is  this:  Suppose  you  wish  to 
make  a  two  per  cent  solution  of  cocoaine.  Now,  that  means  that 
you  are  to  dissolve  2  grs.  in  100  grs.  of  water.    Of  course  the 
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doctor  has  no  facilities  for  weighing  liquids,  consequently  he 
must  reduce  it  to  minims,  or  parts  of  a  fluid  ounce,  which  will 
require  quite  a  calculation.  Now  mark  the  simplicity  of  the 
metric  system:  To  make  a  two  per  cent,  solution  of  cocoaine  we 
just  dissolve  2  grammes  in  100  grammes  of  water.  Now,  as  a 
gramme  of  water  is  a  cubic  centimetre,  instead  of  weighing  the 
water  or  going  through  a  tedious  arithmetical  calculation,  all  we 
have  to  do  is  to  substitute  cubic  centimetre  for  gramme.  To 
sum  up  the  whole,  i  gramme  equals  a  little  over  15  grains,  1 
dekagramnie  about  if4  grains,  1  centigramme  about  1-7  of 
of  grain,  1  milligramme  about  1-64  of  a  grain.  A  fluid  ounce  is 
equal  to  about  30  cubic  centimetres,  a  teaspoonful  is  equal  to 
about  4  cubic  centimetres.  The  metre,  the  unit  of  length,  is  4 
inches  longer  than  our  common  yard.  An  inch  is  equal  to  about 
two  and  a  half  centimetres  or  twenty-five  millimetres. 

In  conclusion,  the  metric  system  is  being  so  generally  used, 
almost  an  imperative  demand  is  made  for  its  adoption  and  com- 
prehension by  the  medical  men  who  went  out  long  before  it 
was  thought  of  by  the  medical  authors  who  are  now  using  it  to 
such  an  advantage. 

Still  I  don't  like  it. 


pORRESPONDENCE. 


Galveston,  Texas,  June,  1889. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

The  great  success  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  As- 
sociation, in  every  respect,  must  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  all 
who  participated  in  it.  At  the  same  time,  it  should  not  prevent 
us  from  seeking  in  the  future  to  improve  the  value  of  these  gath- 
erings in  every  way.  In  a  spirit  purely  suggestive,  and  not  at 
all  critical,  we  submit  some  ideas  formed  during  and  after  the 
meeting. 

We  take  it  that  these  annual  meetings  have  a  double  aim, 
medical  or  scientific,  and  social,  and  that  each  can  be  cultivated 
without  injury  to  the  other.    In  order  to  still  further  improve 
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the  scientific  aspect,  we  believe  some  such  plan  as  the  following 
could  be  adopted  with  advantage:  The  titles  of  all  papers,  or 
subjects  for  discussion,  to  be  sent  to  the  chairmen  ot  sections  in 
whose  department  they  come  a  month  or  six  weeks  before  the 
time  appointed  for  the  meeting,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the 
time  necessary  for  the  reading.  This  time  should  be  limited, 
subject  to  extension.  These  papers  should  then  be  arranged  in 
order  by  the  chairman,  placing  those  of  similar  or  allied  subjects 
consecutively.  The  complete  programme  of  each  section  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  at  least  a 
month  before  the  meeting,  and  be  published  in  the  Journal,  ap- 
pearing before  the  same.  In  this  way,  members  wishing  to  dis- 
cuss a  paper,  and  especially  those  wishing  to  report  cases  bearing 
on  any  given  subject,  could  have  time  to  arrange  their  data,  and 
present  their  views  not  only  more  forcibly,  but  more  correctly. 

At  the  meeting,  members  would  know  approximately  when  a 
given  paper  would  be  read,  the  great  advantage  of  which  is  ob- 
vious. 

The  absence  of  any  such  programme  at  the  San  Antonio  meet- 
ing was  keenly  felt  by  many,  and  wTas  not  due  entirely  to  mis- 
management on  the  part  of  the  local  committee.  It  may  be  sup- 
posed we  have  failed  to  allow  for  time  for  discussion.  This 
would  be  done  by  the  section  chairman  in  making  up  each  pro- 
gramme, and  fiom  former  experience  wTe  can  say  that  by  a  skill- 
ful use  of  reading  by  title  the  time  could  be  very  accurately  di- 
vided: One  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  success  of  a 
meeting,  is  the  proper  selection  of  section  chairmen.  In  this, 
not  only  geographical  position  and  eminence  in  the  profession 
should  be  considered,  but  also  enough  knowledge  of  parlia- 
mentary tactics  to  guide  the  discussion  in  the  right  way  by 
bringing  out  the  salient  points  of  papers  read,  and  heading  off 
digressive  speakers,  and  enforcing  a  time  limit.  These  things 
are  usually  followed  more  or  less  closely  in  all  scientific  assem- 
blies, and  we  think  we  are  not  alone  in  believing  that  their 
adoption  would  lead  to  a  great  increase  in  the  comfort  and  inter- 
est of  our  annual  meeting. 
There  are  other  thoughts  that  arise  in  this  connection,  but  if 
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those  we  have  presented  can  serve  to  excite  a  healthy  discussion 
we  shall  feel  amply  rewarded.    I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Yours  truly, 

George  Dock. 


ANNUAL  BANQUET  AND  THE  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 


Letter  from  Ex- Vice  PrEvSident  O.  Eastland. 


Editor  Daniel1 's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

There  are  times  when  one's  voice  influences  none,  yet  the  time 
may  be  one  when  he  should  speak  by  way  of  alignment.  Such 
being  my  feeling  in  taking  the  pen,  I  am  sure  of  accomplishing 
one  if  I  fail  in  the  other. 

The  scenes  of  our  recent  meeting  in  the  hospitable  city  of  San 
Antonio  are  too  fresh  in  our  minds  to  need  reference,  and  the 
question  of  annual  banquets  has  been  the  topic  of  discussion  for 
several  years  past.  True,  it  has  always  been  in  the  very  best  of 
feeling  by  those  differing  in  opinion,  just  as  all  subjects  should 
be  dealt  with  in  the  organized  profession  of  the  State. 

Coming  at  once  to  the  question,  we  ask:  Can  the  better  inter- 
ests of  the  Association  be  subserved  with  or  without  the  annual 
banquet? 

That  over-indulgence  in  any  way  is  harmful,  is  recognized 
more  by  our  profession  than  any  other;  that  there  is  over-in- 
dulgence in  the  "generous  wine"  at  our  banquets  goes  without 
question,  hence  it  was  thought  best  to  prohibit  wine  at  our  ban- 
quets. Immediately  this  was  objected  to  by  local  committees  of 
arrangement,  who  said  this  trammeled  them  in  their  entertain- 
ing, and  that  other  places  where  the  Association  had  previously 
met  were  not  thus  limited  in  the  matter  of  what  they  should 
place  before  their  guests.  Thus  taking  refuge,  the  question 
rested.  But  the  adverse  feeling,  in  the  face  of  observation,  has 
continued  to  grow.  Then  the  propriety  of  leaving  off  the  ban- 
quet entirely  presented  itself,  and  if  I  mistake  not,  the  present 
sentiment  of  the  Association  is  to  omit  the  banquet  in  1890,  and 
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1u  order  to  be  sure,  let's  have  a  record  of  sentiment  on  the  ques- 
tion now;  that  we  begin  in  the  very  commencement  of  the  new 
year,  so  ample  time  will  be  afforded  to  raise  our  index  fingers  for 
the  guidance  of  our  brethren  in  Ft.  Worth,  than  whom  no  better 
exist.  I  think  the  fingers  will  point  rather  to  Pike's  Peak  than 
the  banquet  room. 


UNITED  STATES  CENSUS. 


Department  of  the  Interior,  Census  Office,  ) 
Washingtom,  D.  C,  May  i,  1889.  j 
To  the  Medical  Profession: 

The  various  medical  associations  and  the  medical  profession 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that  Dr.  John  S.  Billings,  Surgeon  United 
States  Army,  has  consented  to  take  charge  of  the  report  on  the 
mortuary  and  vital  statistics  of  the  United  States  as  returned 
by  the  eleventh  census. 

As  the  United  States  has  no  system  of  registration  of  vital  sta- 
tistics, such  as  is  relied  upon  by  other  civilized  nations  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  actual  movement  of  population,  our 
census  affords  the  only  opportunity  of  obtaining  near  an  approx- 
imate estimate  of  the  birth  and  death  rates  of  much  the  larger 
part  of  the  country,  which  is  entirely  unprovided  with  any  satis- 
factory system  of  State  and  municipal  registration. 

In  view  of  this,  the  Census  Office,  during  the  month  of  May 
this  year,  will  issue  to  the  medical  profession  throughout  the 
country  "Physician's  Registers,"  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
more  accurate  returns  of  deaths  than  it  is  possible  for  the  enu- 
merators to  make.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  physicians  in 
every  part  of  the  country  will  co-operate  with  the  Census  Office 
in  this  important  work.  The  record  should  be  kept  from  June 
1,  1889,  to  May  31,  1890.  Nearly  26,000  of  these  registration 
books  were  filled  up  and  returned  to  the  office  in  1880,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  used  for  statistical  purposes.  It  is  hoped  that 
double  this  number  will  be  obtained  for  the  eleventh  census. 

Physicians  not  receiving  registers  can  obtain  them  by  sending 
their  names  and  addresses  to  the  Census  Office,  and,  with  the 
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register,  an  official  envelope  which  requires  no  stamp  will  be 
provided  for  their  return  to  Washington. 

If  all  medical  and  surgical  practitioners  throughout  the  country 
will  lend  their  aid,  the  mortuary  and  vital  statistics  of  the 
eleventh  census  will  be  more  comprehensive  and  complete  than 
they  have  ever  been.  Every  physician  should  take  a  personal 
pride  in  having  this  report  as  full  and  accurate  as  it  is  possible 
to  make  it. 

It  is  hereby  promised  that  all  information  obtained  through 
this  source  shall  be  held  strictly  confidential. 

Robert  P.  Porter, 

Superintendent  of  Census. 


jSoCIETY  J^OTES. 


TEBRELL  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Dr.  W.  T.  Strain  in  the  chair.  Dr.  K.  E.  Smiley,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  This  society  holds  its  regular  meetings  at  Forney, 
Texas,  on  the  first  Mondays  in  each  month,  and  at  Terrell,  Tex., 
on  the  third  Mondays  of  each  month. 

Dr.  Yates,  of  Poetry,  produced  a  clinic  of  surgical  interest: 
Man,  aged  19,  white,  about  two  years  ago,  was  kicked  by  a  horse 
upon  the  anterior  aspect  of  tibia,  without  fracturing  the  bone, 
merely  causing  a  flesh  wound  which  inflamed  considerably,  said 
inflammation  gravitating  to  the  lower  third,  invaded  the  perios- 
teum, quickly  and  effectually  producing  necrosis  at  this  point, 
but  caused  no  pain  for  the  period  of  two  months.  At  this  time 
the  man  was  running,  and  of  a  sudden  the  limb  failed  him;  was 
forced  to  stop  work  and  use  crutches.  While  holding  the  mid- 
dle tibia  firmly,  the  foot  and  lower  third  of  tibia  could  be  lifted 
latterly  and  up  to  an  angle  of  900  without  exciting  any  pain. 

Drs.  Orr  and  Nelson  favored  immediate  amputation,  as  likely 
to  be  followed  with  the  best  results,  and  cited  a  case  rather  sim- 
ilar, in  which  immediate  amputation  was  followed  by  the  most 
favorable  results.    Drs.  Yates  and  Strain  proceeded  to  amputate 
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in  about  ten  days  and  were  surprised  to  find  the  periosteum  and 
muscular  structure  entirely  diseased  from  the  lower  third  to  the 
knee  joint,  and  finally  concluded  to  disarticulate  at  the  knee  joint; 
which  being  done,  resulted  favorably.  The  bones  were  presented 
before  our  society  for  inspection,  and  there  was  an  artificial  joint 
being  formed  in  the  lower  third  which  accounts  for  the  limb  be- 
ing movable  in  a  latteral  direction. 

Dr.  Fry,  of  Elmo,  reported  a  case  of  jaundice.  The  matter  as 
vomited  presented  the  appearance  of  the  color  of  gold;  patient 
had  chills  at  short  intervals;  bowels  became  deranged;  the  brain 
became  implicated;  patient  became  comatose  and  delirious,  which 
finally  ceased;  severe  tenderness  of  abdomen;  tongue  heavily 
coated;  conjunctiva  very  much  jaundiced;  urine  scanty  and  of 
high  sp.  gr.  Gave  calomel  in  small  doses  at  short  intervals; 
quinine,  digitalis  and  nitro-muriatic  acid.  Patient  made  a  good 
recovery. 

Dr.  Garrett  reported  a  similar  case,  passing  much  bloody  urine, 
and  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  L.  M.  Stroud,  of  Forney,  used  dig- 
italis, the  hot  bath,  bic.  of  pot.,  and  gave  quinine.  Urine  soon 
cleared;  bowels  were  soon  regulated  and  patient  made  a  good 
recovery. 

Dr.  L,.  M.  Stroud  antagonized  the  use  of  quinine  in  these  in- 
tensely malarial  diseases,  agreeing  with  the  best  authority  that 
its  tendency  is  to  excite  hemorrhage,  and  this  hemorrhage  is  in 
all  probability  poured  into  the  body  of  the  kidney,  hence  the 
great  and  unlooked  for  trouble  found  existing  in  the  kidneys. 
The  views,  as  advanced  by  Dr.  Stroud,  are  the  result  of  mature 
deliberations.  You  will  find,  by  referring  to  the  fifth  volume  of 
Sajou's  Universal  Medical  Compendium,  embracing  all  views 
worthy  of  being  practically  applied,  the  mode  in  which  Dr. 
Stroud  uses  chloroform  and  such  agents.  Dr.  Stroud,  though 
quite  unassuming  and  retiring  in  his  disposition,  is  ere  long  to 
appear  as  standard  authority  on  medicine  and  surgery. 

Dr.  Jones  stated  that  he  had  received  very  satisfactory  results 
from  quinine,  buchu  and  pot.  acetas  in  cases  in  which  the  urine 
was  very  bloody  and  inclined  to  be  foamy,  causing  much  strain- 
ing and  indescribable  agony. 
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Drs.  Orr  and  Fry  regards  the  bloody  condition  of  the  urine  in 
jaundice  as  due  to  destructive  blood  corpuscles  and  that  the 
system  thus  seeks  to  eliminate  this  which  now  becomes  a  materies 
morbi  in  the  body  of  the  kidneys,  making  its  exit  through  the 
ureters  and  bladder. 

Dr.  Orr  regards  jaundice  in  certain  conditions  as  quite  similar 
to  yellow  fever  and  swamp  fever. 

Dr.  White  read  an  able  and  highly  interesting  paper  on  hys- 
teria, stating  that  this  affection  possesses  various  avenues  of  ap- 
proach. In  some  peculiar  cases  it  points  to  mental  aberration. 
Having  ample  opportunities  for  practical  observation,  his  views 
were  eminently  appreciated. 

Dr.  Stroud  held  that  in  jaundice,  because  of  the  inactivity  of 
the  liver,  the  skin  being  called  upon  to  aid,  eliminated  the  bile 
pigment,  hence  the  color  of  the  skin  in  jaundice.  The  doctor 
also  stated  that  hysteria  frequently  appeared  in  rather  aggravated 
forms,  whith  were  to  be  ascribed  to  diseased  or  dislocated  uterus 
or  its  appendages. 

Dr.  Fry  coincided  with  the  views  that  had  been  advanced  con- 
cerning the  difficulty  of  tracing  hysteria  to  its  real  cause  and  re- 
ferred to  the  silver  hair  among  the  gray  as  the  result  of  such  in- 
vestigating efforts. 

Dr.  Wallace  had  had  an  extensive  experience  with  jaundice, 
and  that  in  typical  cases  the  prognosis  was  unfavorable. 

Dr.  Inabnit  read  a  very  interesting  paper  upon  the  subject  of 
"Labor  among  the  primitive  people  of  all  races  and  their  various 
modes  of  proceedure,  compared  to  the  present."  Great  honor 
and  credit  certainly  are  due  to  the  efforts  of  investigation. 

Dr.  Wallace  then  read  an  eloquent  paper  upon  the  subject 
"Medical  Youth,  Manhood,  Age."  [Paper  was  published  in 
the  April  number  of  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  1889.] 

Dr.  Garrett  reported  a  case  which  he  had  diagnosed  Milliary 
Tuberculosis.  Female,  aged  35;  first  attacked  with  chills  and 
fever;  cough,  which  has  continued  every  day  since  he  was  first 
called  to  see  the  case.  Night  sweats  set  up;  cough  more  obsti- 
nate; bowels  constipated;  is  very  much  emaciated;  spleen  en- 
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larged;  also  the  liver;  temperature  for  the  most  time  is  1020, 
pulse  rate,  120;  respiration,  28. 

Dr.  White  was  of  the  opinion  that  milliary  tuberculosis  often 
exists  in  a  latent  state  and  is  not  detected  till  some  time  elapses. 

Dr.  Stroud  endorsed  these  views,  since  night  sweats  associated 
with  emaciation,  should  excite  our  suspicions  concerning  the 
lungs,  and  stated  that  he  had  seen  similar  cases  in  the  dead 
house,  in  which  the  lungs  were  full  of  tuberculous  infiltration, 
when  such  was  not  supposed  to  exist. 

Dr.  Stroud,  in  speaking  of  cases  with  compromised  respiration, 
reported  a  case  of  asthma  which  was  relieved  as  if  by  the  magi- 
cian's power,  by  one  40  grain  dose  of  antipyrine,  it  not  being 
necessary  to  repeat  the  dose. 

Dr.  White  reported,  that  there  had  been  some  18  or  20  cases 
of  erysipelas  at  the  North  Texas  Insane  Asylum  and  that  he  had 
received  splendid  results  from  pilocarpine,  used  hypodermically, 
which  seemed  to  arrest  the  onward  march;  free  diaphoresis  would 
result,  and  that  one  dose  was  generally  sufficient,  and  then  fol- 
lowed with  iron  mur.  tine,  and  quinine. 

Dr.  Stroud  explained  the  physiological  action  of  pilocarpine 
as  exciting  the  amoeboid  movement  of  the  white  corpuscles  in  in- 
creasing the  capillary  capacity. 

Dr.  Monday  reported  several  cases  of  erysipelas,  treated  as 
above  with  good  results. 

Dr.  White  took  the  ground  that  pilocarpine  primarily  affected 
the  sudoriferous  glands  and  indirectly  affected  the  capillaries. 

Dr.  Jones  reported  a  case  of  pneumonia,  associated  with 
mumps. 

Dr.  Stroud  cited  one  peculiarity  in  reference  to  parotitis,  viz. : 
That  the  temperature  is  always  greater  in  the  mouth  than  that 
taken  in  the  axilla,  and  from  this  fact  he  never  takes  the  temper- 
ature in  a  case  suspected  of  mumps;  but  in  doubtful  cases  arrives 
at  a  correct  diagnosis  by  comparing  these  temperatures. 


Dr.  W.  P.  Fleming,  of  Georgetown,  has  been  appointed 
Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Columbia  &  Puget  Sound  Railroad,  with 
headquarters  at  Seattle,  Washington,  Territory. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


Carnrick's  Soluble  Food 


Is  the  nearest  approach  to  Human  Milk  that  has  thus 
far  been  produced. 


During  the  past  season  a  large  number  of  Physicians  and  eminent 
Chemists  visited  our  Laboratory  at  ixoshen,  N.  Y.,  and  witnessed 
every  detail  connected  with  the  production  of  Carnrick's  Soluble 
Food.  This  invitation  to  witness  our  process  is  continously  open  to 
Physicians  and  Chemists.  All  expenses  from  New  York  to  Goshen 
and  return  will  be  paid  by  us.  The  care  used  in  gathering  the  milk, 
its  sterilization,  and  the  cleanliness  exercised  in  every  step,  cannot 
be  excelled. 


Pancrobilin. 

Prepared  {in  both  Liquid  and  Pill forni)  Extracts  of  Pancreas  and  Bile 

This  preparation  is  designed  expressly  to  increase  the  digestion  and  ab 
sorption  of  fats. 

We  believe  that  the  fat-digesting  properties  of  pancreatine  and  bile  are  in- 
separable, and  that  without  their  union  in  the  intestinal  tract  but  little,  if 
any,  fat  would  be  digested  aud  absorbed. 

\  ancrobilin  will  be  found  of  great  service  in  Phthisis  and  other  wasting  diseases, 
Nervous  Prostration,  Constipation,  Inanition,  Malnutrition,  Intestinal  Indigestion 
and  wherever  there  is  a  failure  to  assimilate  fats. 

If  the  skin  is  first  wet  with  Liquid  Pancrobilin,  the  inunction  of  oils'will  be  greatly 
facilitated. 

Liquid  Panci'obilin  is  put  up  in  pound  bottles. 

Pill  Pancrobilin  is  put  up  in  bottles  holding  100  pills.  The  coating  of  the  pills 
will  resist  acid  digestion  when  given  as  directed,  but  will  be  quickly  dissolved  in  the 
alkaline  secretions  of  the  duodenum. 


Phospho-Caffein  Comp. 

[{Granular  Effervescing.} 

Formula  for  each  dessertspoonful  :— Caffein.  Acidi  Phosphorici  aa,  grains,  ss. 
Antipyrin.   Ext.  Apii.  Grav.  dulc.  (Celery),  aa  grains,  i.    Sodium  Bromide,  grains,  v. 

The  satisfactory  results  produced  by  Phospho-Catfein  Comp.  in  Headaches,  Neu- 
ralgia, Insomnia,  Neurasthenia  and  general  Nervous  Irritability,  are  not  due  to  the 
effect  of  any  one  Ingredient,  but  to  the  happy  effect  of  the  combination.  A  t  horough 
series  of  comparative  tests  have  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the  above  formula 
over  any  other  in  the  market. 

REED  &  CARNRICK,  New  York. 


AD  VER  TISE  ME  NTS. 


Succus  Alterans. 

(McDADE.) 

SUCCUS  ALTERA\S  is  a  purely  vegetable  compound  of  the  preserved  juloes 

of  Stillingia  Sylvatcia,  Lappa  Minor,  Phytolacca  Deoandra,  Stnilax  Sar6aparilla 
and  Xanthoxylum  Carolinianum,  as  collected  by  Dr.  Geo.  W.  McDadb  exclus- 
ively for  ^  li  Lilly  &  Co  ,  and  endorsed  by  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims. 

SUCCUs*  ALTEKAXS  continues  to  gain  favor  from  its  remarkable  Alterative 
and  Tonic  properties,  eliminating  specific  potion  from  the  blood  and  increasing  the 
proportion  of  red  corpuscles  in  anozmic  patients  to  awonderful  degree;  isendorsed 
Dy  the  medical  profession  and  in  use  by  many  hospitals  of  note. 

SUCCUS  ALTERAXS  in  venereal  and  cutaneous  diseases  is  fast  supplanting 
Mercury,  the  iodides  and  Arsenic;  and  is  a  certain  remedy  for  Mercurializa- 
tion,  lodism,  and  the  dreadful  effects  often  following  the  use  of  Arsenic  in 
skin  dis68.S6S 

SUCCUS  AJLTERAXS  is  also  strongly  recommended  for  its  Tonic  and  Alterative 
effects  in  myriad  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  in  all  cases  where  anaemia  is 
a  factor.  Such  patients  rapidly  develop  a  good  appetite,  sleep  soundly,  and 
gain  flesh  rapidly.  Many  cases  are  on  record  where  patients  increased  ten  to 
twenty- Ave  pounds  in  weight  in  a  few  weeks. 

Succus  Alterans  is  giving  satisfactory  results  in  treatment  of  Chronic  Rheuma- 
tism and  can  be  used  with  confidence. 

Succus  Alterans  may  be  given  for  any  length  of  time,  without  injury  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

Succus  Alterans  is  put  up  in  pint  round  amber  bottles,  and  never  in  bulk. 

PHYSICIANS  who  have  not  received  Dr.  McDade's  latest  publication,  the 
Monographia  Syphilitica,  should  send  their  address,  mentioning  this  jour- 
nal, and  we  will  mail  a  copy.  It  contains  a  paper,  illustrated  with  colored 
plates,  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Goodwillie,  of  New  York,  on  the  "Sequelae  of  Syphilis," 
reports  of  cases  in  practice,  and  many  other  valuable  papers. 

ELIXIR  PURGANS. 

Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  reliably  stimulates  the  dormant  liver,  without  undue  irri- 
tation, and  has  gentle  yet  positive  effect  upon  the  alimentary  tract.  In  Habitual 
Constipation,  so  common  in  Women  and  Children,  it  will  be  found  particularly 
useful.  Its  endorsement  at  Bellevue  and  many  other  prominent  hospitals,  East  and 
West,  as  well  as  its  employment  in  general  practice  by  the  most  eminent  medical 
men,  confirms  the  experience  of  years  in  its  use. 
Each  Teaspoonful  Represents 

Rhamnus  Purshiana  10  grs. 


Euonymus  Atropur  8  grs 

Cassia  Acutifolia  (Furif.). .  .10  grs. 

Iris  Versicolor  4  grs. 

Hyoscyamus  Niger   2  grs. 

Aromatics,  etc. 

Highly  Recommended 


In  Prescribing,  please  be  careful  to  write 

Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly) 


That  other  preparations  may  not  be 
substituted. 


We  take  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly),  as  prepared  from  the 
:bove  formula,  for  in  it  we  find  a  near  approach  to  positive  perfection  in  the  form  of 
i  Liquid  Cathartic,  and,  from  our  experience  with  the  preparation,  can  highly  rec- 
>mmend  it  to  the  profesiion. 
JAMES  R.  HEALY,  M.  D.,  Sup't  Infante'  &  Children's  Hospital  Randall's  Island,  N.  Y 
W.  (t.  ROBINSON,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Bureau  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Relief  to  tlie  Out- 
door Poor,  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York. 

J.  H.  SHORTER,  M.  D.,  Surgeonto  New  York  Opthalmic  and  Aural  Institute. 

JOHN  A.  ARNOLD,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Kings  Co.  Hospital,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 

NFL  "ON  B.  SIZER,  M.  D.,  Sen.  Surg.  Brooklyn  and  E.  Brooklyn  Dispensary,  N.  Y. 

EDWARD  J.  DARKEN,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Demilt  Dispensary,  New  York  City. 

A.  W.  CaTLIN,  M.  D.,  Attending  Physician  St.  John's  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y, 

CHAS.  H.  COBB,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Columbus  Lying-in  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 

H.  S.  DEARINO,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  Etc. 

T.  J.  BRODRICK,  M.  D.,  Surg.  Charlestoum,  Mass,,  Free  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

SIT  T  T  TT  T         £    /1A      Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 

SJjA  JLlUlJu  if  OL  UU„  Indianapelis,  Ind.,  U.  S.  A. 

SUPPLIED  BY  ALL  DRUGGISTS. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 
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DR.  WEST'S  PAPER  ON  CONTINUED  FEVERS  IN  TEXAS. 


AN  EXPLANATION. 

Dr.  H.  A.  West,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi" 
cine  in  the  Texas  Medical  College,  at  the  San  Antonio  meeting 
of  the  State  Medical  Association,  it  will  be  remembered,  read  an 
excellent  paper  on  "Continued  Fevers  in  Texas."  The  paper 
elicited  an  animated  discussion  and  a  great  variety  of  opinion  was 
drawn  out.  The  Secretary  having  his  attention  frequently  di- 
verted by  applications  for  information  on  a  variety  of  subjects  as 
is  usually  the  case  the  first  day  of  the  session — caused  by  the 
arrival  of  delegates,  etc. — was  unable  to  follow  the  paper  and  dis- 
cussion as  carefully  as  he  could  wish,  but  trusted  to  the  stenog- 
rapher of  the  Express  to  get  a  correct  version  of  it.  This  gentle- 
man must  have  gotten  badly  "rattled"  by  the  discussion,  lor  he 
reported  in  the  Express  that  Dr.  West,  in  his  paper  had  taken 
the  ground  that  "there  is  no  typhoid  fever  in  Texas"  ! 

Nothing  could  have  been  further  from  Dr.  West's  mind.  He 
said  "that  typhoid  fever  does  prevail  in  Galveston,  and  elsewhere 
in  Texas  cannot  be  denied,  notwithstanding  there  are  some  phy- 
sicians who  do  not  meet  with  it  in  practice" ;  and  the  Doctor  even 
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intimated  that  many  cases  of  fever  called  by  other  names  and 
treated  as  '  'catarrhal"  or  "malarial"  or  "typho-malarial"  fever, 
were  in  reality,  mild  cases  of  true  typhoid,  not  recognized  as  such 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  one  or  more  of  the  well  known 
symptoms  of  typhoid  fever.  He  asserted  that  a  description  of 
such  fever  being  sent  to  Dr.  Flint  was  pronounced  typhoid  fever. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  minutes  lor  the  May  Number  of  the 
Journal,  we  clipped  largely  from  the  Express,  following  the 
short-hand  reporter's  record — and  amongst  other  things,  owing 
entirely  to  inadvertence  on  our  part,  we  unfortunately  failed  to 
correct  the  statement  above  referred  to;  circumstances  were  such 
that  we  could  not  give  our  usual  careful  attention  to  the  proof, 
and  hence  this  unfortunate  misrepresentation  of  Dr.  West  oc- 
curred in  the  May  Number.  We  owe,  and  hereby  tender  Dr. 
West  many  apologies,  and  desire  to  correct  the  false  impression 
which  a  reading  of  the  minutes  undoubtedly  has  caused. 

Relying,  later,  upon  our  own  notes,  in  preparing  the  minutes 
for  the  Transactions,  we  got  Dr.  West  correctly  reported,  with 
regard  to  what  he  said  about  typhoid  fever.  But,  the  stenog- 
rapher went  on  to  say,  in  conclusion  :  "the  consensus  of  opinion 
[elicted  in  discussion]  was  antagonistic  to  the  opinions  advanced 
by  Dr.  West."  This,  we  reproduced,  and  thought  it  correct, 
for,  the  impression  made  on  our  mind  was — distracted  as  our  at- 
tention was  at  that  particular  time — that  Dr.  West's  paper  had 
awakened  considerable  opposition;  that  the  majority  of  the  speak- 
ers differed  with  him  on  some  point  or  points  by  us  not  clearly 
understood.  The  impression  was  the  more  firmly  fixed  in  our 
mind  by  the  fact  that  after  the  close  of  the  debate  some  member 
moved  that  "Dr.  West  be  permitted  to  prepare  a  defense  of  his 
paper. ' ' 

The  doctor  claims  that  the  secretary  and  the  stenographer  are 
entirely  wrong,  and  that  his  position  was  "strongly  supported  and 
his  paper  fully  endorsed' '  by  the  members  present. 

Here  is  an  unpleasant  dilemma.  Not  for  the  world  would  we  do 
Dr.  West  injustice  in  reporting  on  his  paper,  but  we  were  hon- 
estly under  the  impression  that  many  of  the  speakers  differed 
with  him.    This  is  only  as  may  have  been  expected.    Dr.  Paine 
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living  in  the  same  city  with  him  (Galveston)  differed  with  him 
in  toto  as  regards  typhoid;  small  wonder  then  if  other  speakers 
living  in  remote  parts  of  the  State  should  have  dissimilar  ex- 
perience—for Texas  is  a  territory  of  750  by  850  square  miles  — 
and  presents  a  great  diversity  of  climate,  soil,  occupations  and 
surroundings  of  inhabitants,  hygiene,  etc.  Hence  it  would  be 
quite  natural  to  suppose  that  many  physicians  differed  with  Dr. 
West,  having  dissimilar  experience. 

We  would  be  glad  if  any  and  all  the  gentlemen  who  participa- 
ted in  the  discussion  of  this  paper,  would  drop  us  a  line,  stating 
their  recollection  of  the  general  sentiment  expressed;  and  espe- 
cially, whether,  upon  the  whole,  Dr.  West's  views  were  endorsed, 
or  whether,  as  we  and  the  stenographer  of  the  Express  have  it, 
''the  consensus  of  opinion  was  antagonistic  to  the  views  advanced 
by  the  author." 

If  we  are  wrong  we  certainly  are  open  to  conviction,  and  de- 
sire to  be  set  right — and  of  all  things,  to  do  Dr.  West  justice;  if 
we  are  right,  it  is  our  duty  to  stand  by  the  record,  however  un- 
pleasant it  may  be  to  have  to  differ  with  our  friend,  the  author. 

It  is  said  that  during  his  imprisonment,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
attempted  to  write  a  history  of  the  world.  A  fight  occurred  in 
the  street,  in  full  view  of  his  cell,  and  the  account  of  it  given  in 
the  papers  by  several  witnesses  differed,  and  did  not,  at  all,  tally 
with  his  recollection  of  it.  On  this,  he  gave  up  the  work,  saying, 
"if  I  cannot  faithfully  record  what  I  have,  myself  seen,  how  can 
I  record  that  which  I  have  never  seen." 

We  have  written  to  several  of  the  gentlemen  who  discussed 
•  Dr.  West's  paper.  One  reply  has  been  received — from  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  intelligent  members,  and  he  misunderstood  Dr. 
West,  even  worse  than  the  Doctor  claims  that  we  did  ! 


THE  RAILWAY  "BOSS"  SURGEONS  AND  THE  MEDICAL  PROFES- 
SION. 


At  the  recent  Convention  of  Railway  Surgeons,  held  in  St. 
Louis,  there  was  a  very  large  attendance,  some  five  hundred 
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physicians  more  or  less  connected  with  railway  interests  being 
present. 

The  "policy,"  if  it  may  be  designated  by  that  name,  which 
common  report  says  has  obtained  to  a  great  extent,  of  offering  a 
reputable  physician  a  "pass"  as  compensation  for  any  and  all 
professional  service  he  may  render  employees  of  a  road  under 
orders  of  the  chiefs — if  he  accept  the  appointment  of  local 
surgeon  of  a  road — received  a  decided  "black  eye,"  if  we  may 
judge  by  reports  of  the  meeting  in  the  Kansas  Medical  Journal. 
That  such  offers  have  been  made,  there  is  no  lack  of  proof.  We 
have  been  informed  by  a  prominent  physician  in  Austin  that  certain 
railroad  surgeons  have  boasted  that  "there  is  no  trouble  in 
getting  a  doctor  to  accept  the  position  of  local  surgeon,  for  the 
eclat  it  gives  him,  and  that  he  is  generally  satisfied  if  a  pass  be 
thrown  in;  that  if  one  will  not  accept  such  offer,  another  will." 
That  is  to  say,  there  is  no  trouble  in  finding  a  practicing  physi- 
cian who  is  willing  to  go,  day  or  night,  to  anybody  connected 
with  the  railroad,  on  orders  of  the  chief,  and  render  such  services 
as  may  be  required,  free  of  chaigc;  or,  it  he  make  a  charge,  it  is 
tacitly  understood  that  it  is  not  to  be  paid  in  money — he  has  a 
pass!  That  such  offers  are  not  always  accepted,  be  it  said  to  the 
credit  of  the  profession,  one  gentleman  at  the  meeting  testified. 
He  said  that  such  "contract"  had  been  offered  him,  and  it  had 
been  "declined  with  thanks,"  and  "what  do  you  take  me  for?" 

To  such  as  cannot  be  gulled  by  a  pass  and  an  allowance  of 
eclat,  a  contract  is  offered  with  the  price  fixed  for  services  in  ad- 
vance— so  much  a  visit  by  day,  and  so  much  for  night  visits;  so 
much  for  fractures,  so  much  for  operations  of  any  and  all  kinds,  • 
and  that  price  is  generally  less  than  half  usually  charged  by  said 
doctor  in  his  private  practice. 

That  there  are  men  in  the  profession  who  are  willing  to  work 
for  rich  corporations  for  less  than  half  price,  is  a  lamentable  fact; 
that  there  are  many  who  have  the  manhood  and  dignity  to  re- 
fuse such  offers,  is  also  evident. 

It  was  an  acquaintance  with  the  prevalence  of  this  compro- 
mising custom  which  induced  delegate  Swearingen  from  the 
Austin  District  Medical  Society  to  introduce  at  the  late  meeting 
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of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  at  San  Antonio,  and  the 
Association  to  adopt,  unanimously,  by  a  rising  vote,  the  follow- 
resolution: 

"A  chednle  of  charges  that  requires  a  physician  to  charge  a 
railway  corporation  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  less  than 
he  would  charge  his  neighbor  for  the  same  kind  of  service,  in- 
sults our  sense  of  justice  and  violates  the  spirit  of  our  ethics." 

It  was  the  intention  to  place  on  the  desk  of  each  delegate  at 
St.  L,ouis  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  from  which  the  above  is  ex- 
tracted, (see  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  for  May,  '89,) 
but  owing  to  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  date  of  meeting,  it 
was  not  done.  However,  it  has  been  pretty  generally  distributed, 
and  a  copy  has  been  sent  especially  to  railroad  ''boss"  surgeons. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped,  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  profes- 
sion, that  we  will  hear  no  more  of  a  reputable  physician  com- 
mitting himself  to  a  contract  to  work  for  a  railroad  company  at 
their  own  price,  which  price  is,  as  stated,  less  than  half  usually 
charged  others;  and  especially  that  we  will  hear  no  more  of  sell- 
ing their  services  for  a  "mess  of  pottage."  Indeed,  it  savors  much 
of  a  species  of  assurance  commonly  denominated  in  the  vernacu- 
lar as  "cheek,"  to  approach  a  physician  with  such  au  offer  as  a 
pass,  in  compensation  for  services  to  be  performed;  and  what  are 
we  to  say  of  the  physician  who  accepts  such  an  offer?  Surely, 
he  puts  a  low  valuation  on  his  services,  and  yet  it  is  not  always 
a  case  of  "poor  preach,  poor  pay,"  for  some  excellent  surgeons 
are  thus  employed,  we  understand. 

To  the  gentleman  who,  at  St.  L,ouis,  made  public  the  fact  that 
such  practice  obtains,  and  that  he  had  been  thus  approached, 
and  to  Dr.  Swearingen  for  introducing  the  resolution  referred  to, 
the  thanks  of  the  profession  are  due. 

Dr.  Cross'  name  was  dropped  from  the  roll  of  the  Alabama 
Medical  Association  for  "unprofessional  conduct,"  because  he 
entered  into  a  contract  to  practice  for  a  corporation.  He  is  su- 
ing the  Association  for  $50,000  damages.  So  this  is  a  serious 
matter. 


The  Medico-Legal  Society,  of  Chicago,  elected  Dr.  E.  J. 
Doering  president,  at  last  meeting. 


518  DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


PHARMACY-  FULL  TEXT  OF  THE  LAW  ON  THAT  SUBJECT. 

Following  is  the  full  text  of  the  new  pharmacy  law,  passed  by 
the  Twenty-first  Legislature,  with  the  exception  of  the  emergen- 
cy clause,  which  put  the  law  into  immediate  effect: 

Section  i — Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Texas:  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person,  unless  a  quali- 
fied pharmacist  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  to  open  or  con- 
duct any  pharmacy  or  store  for  compounding  medicines,  or  for 
any  one  not  a  qualified  pharmacist,  to  prepare  physicians'  pres- 
criptions, or  compound  medicines,  except  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  a  qualified  pharmacist,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  2 — Any  person,  in  order  to  be  qualified,  shall  be  21 
years  old  and  shall  have  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  before 
the  Board  of  Pharmacy  of  Texas,  or  shall  be  a  graduate  in  phar- 
macy or  an  assistant  in  pharmacy. 

Section  3— Graduates  in  phaimacy  shall  be  such  as  have  ob- 
tained a  diploma  from  a  regular  incorporated  college  of  pharmacy, 
and  that  requires  not  less  than  two  years'  experience  in  stores 
where  •  prescriptions  of  medical  practitioners  have  been  com- 
pounded before  said  diploma  is  issued. 

Section  4— Assistants  in  pharmacy  must  be  21  years  old  and 
have  had  two  years'  experience  in  stores  where  prescriptions  of 
medical  practitioners  have  been  prepared,  and  shall  have  passed 
a  satisfactory  examination  before  the  Board  of  Pharmacy  of 
Texas. 

Section  5 — As  soon  as  convenient  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  presiding  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  several  judicial 
districts,  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  severally  appoint  a  Board 
of  Pharmaceutical  Examiners  for  their  respective  districts,  who 
shall  hold  their  office  two  years,  which  appointment  shall  be  in 
writing  and  signed  by  the  judge  making  the  same  and  delivered 
to  the  person  appointed.  Said  Board  of  Pharmaceutical  Exam- 
iners shall  be  composed  of  not  less  than  three  qualified  pharma- 
cists who  are  residents  of  the  districts  of  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed. If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  said  board  another  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, as  aforesaid,  to  fill  the  unerpired  term.  Said  board  shall 
have  power  to  make  by-laws  and  all  necessary  regulations  for 
the  proper  fulfillment  of  their  duties  under  this  act. 

Section  6 — The  board  shall  meet  within  ninety  days  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  once  a  year  thereafter,  in  as  central  portions 
of  the  district  as  practicable,  and  shall  give  one  month's  notice 
through  the  public  press  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  meeting. 
The  board  shall  organize  for  business  by  electing  a  registrar  of 
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pharmacy.  The  duties  of  said  board  small  be  to  examine  all 
applicants  for  registration;  to  direct  the  registration  by  the  regis- 
trar of  all  persons  properly  qualified  or  entitled  thereto. 

Section  7 — The  duties  of  the  registrar  of  pharmacy  shall  be  to 
keep  a  book  in  which  shall  be  entered,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Board  of  Pharmacy,  the  name  and  place  of  business  of  every 
person  who  shall  apply  for  registration,  and  a  statement,  signed 
by  the  person  making  the  application,  of  such  facts  in  the  case 
as  may  claim  to  justify  his  or  her  application.  It  shall  also  be 
the  duty  of  the  registrar  to  duly  note  the  fact  against  the  name 
of  any  qualified  pharmacist  who  may  have  died  or  removed  from 
the  State,  or  disposed  of  or  relinquished  his  business. 

Section  8 — Any  person,  in  order  to  become  a  qualified  pharma- 
cist within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  shall  apply  and  appear  for 
examinnation  and  registration,  and  shall  pay  to  the  Board  of 
Pharmacy  $5;  and  on  passing  the  examination  required,  shall  be 
furnished  free  of  cost  a  certificate  of  registration,  signed  by  the 
said  board.  Should  said  person  fail  to  pass  a  satisfactory  exam- 
ination, he  may,  at  another  one  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Phar- 
macy, within  twelve  months,  be  permitted  to  be  examined  with- 
out cost. 

Section  9 — Graduates,  as  specified  in  section  3,  shall  apply  for 
registration  and  if  they  produce  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  Board 
of  Pharmacy  that  they  have  a  right  to  be  registered,  shall,  upon 
paying  the  said  Board  $3,  be  furnished  a  certificate  of  registra- 
tion without  examination. 

Section  10 — Proprietors  who  are  actively  engaged  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  physicians'  prescriptions  and  compounding  and  vending 
medicine  in  the  State  of  Texas  at  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be 
exempt  from  examination;  also  assistants  who  are  likewise  en- 
gaged and  have  been  so  engaged  for  three  years,  and  are  21  years 
old  ;  provided,  he,  she,  or  they  will  register  as  specified  in  this 
act  at  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Pharmac}',  and  upon  paying 
the  Board  $3,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  of  registration; 
provided,  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  shall  not  prevent  any 
person  from  engaging  in  the  business  herein  described  as  pro- 
prietors or  owners  thereof;  provided,  such  proprietor  or  owners 
shall  have  employed  in  his  business  some  qualified  pharmacist  to 
fill  prescriptions  and  compound  drugs. 

Section  11 — All  persons  receiving  a  certificate  of  registration 
shall  place  it  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  their  place  of  business. 
In  failing  to  do  this,  the  Board  of  Pharmacy  shall  cancel  their 
registration  and  deprive  them  of  their  certificate. 

Section  12 — Any  person  not  a  qualified  pharmacist,  but  con- 
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tinues  to  compound  prescriptions  or  retail  medicines  without  com- 
plying with  this  act,  shall  upon  the  first  conviction  be  sentenced 
to  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than  $100;  and  upon 
the  second  and  every  subsequent  conviction,  shall  be  sentenced 
to  a  fine  of  not  not  less  than  $100  nor  more  than  3200. 

Section  13 — Any  person  who  shall  procure  or  attempt  to  pro- 
cure registration  for  himself  or  for  another,  under  this  act,  by 
making  or  causing  to  be  made  any  false  representation,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  not  less  than 
S25  nor  more  than  $100,  and  the  name  of  the  person  so  fraudu- 
lently registered  shall  be  stricken  from  the  register. 

Section  14 — Any  member  of  the  Board  of  Pharmacy  may  issue 
temporary  certificates  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  the  applicant 
is  competent;  but  said  temporary  certificate  shall  be  null  and  void 
after  the  first  regular  or  extra  meeting  of  the  Board  next  after 
granting  said  temporary  certificate;  provided  further,  that  not 
more  than  one  temporary  certificate  shall  ever  be  granted  to  any 
one  person. 

Section  15 — All  courts  having  jurisdiction  in  criminal  causes 
are  required  to  give  this  act  in  charge  to  each  grand  jury  im- 
panelled in  such  courts. 

Section  16—  This  act  shall  not  apply  to  towns  and  cities  con- 
taining less  than  1,000  inhabitants.  Towns  and  cities  that  arrive 
at  one  or  more  thousand  inhabitants  on  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act  shall  come  within  its  provisions.  The  manner  of  ascer- 
taining the  census  shall  be  the  last  official  one,  whether  it  be 
federal,  state,  town,  or  city. 

Section  17 — Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to 
any  practitioner  of  medicine  who  does  not  keep  open  shop  for 
compounding,  dispensing,  and  selling  medicines,  nor  so  construed 
as  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  from  investing  their  means  in 
a  drug  store  or  stores;  provided,  they  keep  employed  qualified 
pharmacists  for  the  direct  supervision  of  vending  and  compound- 
ing medicines. 


Received  of  Drs.  W.  A.  Morris,  President,  and  F.  E.  Daniel, 
Secretary  P.  M.  B.  A.,  seventy-nine  dollars  collected  under  as- 
sessment for  Dr.  W.  F.  Buck's  beneficiary. 

Miss  Minnie  Buck, 

per  J.  B.  Earl. 

Other  receipts  and  names  of  payees  will  appear  in  July  number. 
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yViEDicAL  News  and  Miscellany. 


Dr.  F.  F.  Fouts,  of  Floresville,  was  assassinated  by  negroes 
on  the  17th  instant. 


The  railroads  have  all  refused  to  give  the  American  Medical 
Assciation  Delegates  reduced  rates  to  Newport. 


We  regret  to  learn  that  Dr.  J.  M.  Ball,  of  New  Boston,  is  laid 
up  with  rheumatism  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas. 


Dr.  S.  Farrow  STYLES,  of  Brenham,  we  regret  to  learn,  was 
thrown  from  his  buggy  recently,  and  dangerously  injured. 

For  Sale. — A  well  established  practice;  a  good  residence 
with  fine  improvements  in  one  of  the  healthiest  and  best  towns 
in  the  State.    For  information  address  editor  of  this  journal. 


Dr.  S.  Farrow  Styles  has  removed  from  Independence  to 
Brenham.  The  doctor  has  been  sick  since  the  San  Antonio 
meeting,  but  we  are  pleased  to  state  that  he  has  recovered  and 
resumed  work. 


The  American  Public  Health  Association  will  meet  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  October  22,  23,  24  and  25,  1SS9.  Dr.  H. 
A.  Johnson,  Chicago,  President;  Dr.  Irvin  A.  Watson,  Concord, 
New  Hampshire,  Secretary. 


Removal — Dr.  T.  Farrow  Styles,  from  Independence  to  Bren- 
ham. Dr.  J.  W.  Cartwright,  from  Decatur  to  Amarillo.  Dr.  D 
B.  McGee,  from  Hinckley  to  May.  Dr.  W.  B.  Watkins,  from 
Wills  Point  to  San  Angelo.  Dr.  A.  M.  Womack,  from  Meridian 
to  Mount  Vernon. 


Dr.  A.  M.  Womack,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Texas.  We  regret  ex- 
ceedingly to  learn  that  this  worthy  brother  and  long  time  prac- 
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titioner  has  had  a  series  of  almost  unprecedented  misfortune — 
family  affliction,  loss  of  property,  drought  experience,  and  finally 
an  attack  of  partial  paralysis.  The  hand  of  affliction  has  been 
heavily  laid  upon  him.  But  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  he  has 
stood  up  bravely  under  his  reverses,  and,  his  health  being  better, 
he  is  again  battling  with  the  world.  We  wish  him  better  luck. 
The  doctor  has  our  sincerest  sympathy. 


A  Little  Girl's  Diagnosis. — A  little  girl  startled  her  teacher 
and  the  pupils  on  entering  the  school  room,  by  the  remark,  "Sis- 
ter can't  come  to-day,  she's  got  the  glanders  !" 

"Glanders,"  exclaimed  the  teacher,  "why,  horses  have  the 
glanders!" 

"I  don't  care,"  said  the  little  girl,  "I  know  she's  got  'em, 
cause  her  glan's  is  all  swelled  up  !" 


For  Sale  at  a  Bargain. — A  good  home  and  practice;  a  good 
five  room  dwelling  on  a  four  acre  lot,  well  improved,  a  good 
kitchen  and  dining  room,  servant's  room,  and  good  out  houses; 
fine  young  orchard  and  vineyard,  good  brick  cistern;  at  flourish- 
ing railroad  depot.  Postoffice  and  express  office,  also  good 
school.    Address,  Dr.  Wm.  Osborne, 

Axtell,  McLennan,  county,  Texas. 


The  Philadelphia  Medical  Times,  The  Medical  Register  and 
The  Dietetic  Gazette  have  united,  and  will  hereafter  be  published 
as  a  weekly,  devoted  to  general  medicine,  with  a  quarterly  de- 
voted to  dietectics. 

The  Journal  will  be  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  William  F.  Waugh. 
It  will  be  practical  in  character,  and  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
practitioners. 

Dr.  Waugh  has  been  in  the  editorial  harness  for  over  four 
years;  first  with  the  Medical  Morld,  then  with  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Times,  which  he  has  editad  since  October,  1887. 

The  editorial  labors  will  be  shared  by  the  members  of  the 
American  Medical  Press  Association,  under  whose  auspices  the 
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Journal  is  issued.  The  office  is  at  No.  1725  Arch  street,  Phila- 
delphia. 


Death  of  Dr.  Ashworth. — It  is  with  much  pain  and  regret 
we  observe  in  the  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  notice  of 
the  death  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Ashworth,  editor  and  manager  of  that 
journal.  He  died  May  18th,  tilt.  Dr.  Ashworth  graduated  in 
the  Atlanta  Medical  College  in  '86,  and  entered  the  editorial 
office  of  the  Journal  as  assistant  to  Dr.  Gray.  On  the  death  of 
that  most  estimable  gentleman,  Dr.  Ashworth  succeeded  to  the 
editorial  and  business  management  of  the  Jo?c?nal  which  he  con- 
ducted with  marked  ability.  He  had  also  succeeded  Dr.  Gray  as 
Secretary  of  the  Georgia  Medical  Association,  filling  the  office 
one  term.  His  loss  is  much  deplored  and  will  be  a  heavy  blow 
to  the  Joui  nal.  The  Journal  for  June  contains  a  handsome  cut 
of  the  deceased.  He  was  a  very  young  man,  apparently,  for  so 
responsible  positions — age  not  given  in  the  obituary  notice. 


A  short  time  ago  the  Statesman  published  a  special  from  De- 
catur, Texas,  announcing  the  death  of  Dr.  Cartwright,  of  that 
city.  The  Secretary  of  the  State  Medical  Association  made  a 
minute  of  it,  and  in  his  report  at  San  Antonio  read  out  the  name 
as  among  the  members  who  had  died  during  the  year.  Recently 
we  learned  that  Dr.  Cartwright  had  removed  to  Amarillo,  (and 
not  to  heaven,  as  we  had  inferred  from  the  Statesman's  article.) 
Instituting  inquiry,  we  were  much  gratified  to  learn  that  the 
doctor  still  lives,  and  that  the  telegram  above  referred  to  had 
reference  to  a  younger  brother  of  the  doctor's  who  was  familiarly 
called  "Doc."  Cartwright.  We  are  pleased  to  make  the  correc- 
tion. 

Dr.  Cartwright  has  located  at  Amarillo,  away  up  in  the  Pan- 
handle, and  has  purchassed  a  ranch  near  by,  which  divides  his 
attention  with  his  practice.  He  has  ordered  the  Journal  for- 
warded to  him,  and  says  he  cannot  do  without  it.  The  doctor 
speaks  enthusiastically  of  the  delightful  climate,  and  says  ''the 
atmosphere  contains  more  oxygen  to  the  square  inch  than  any 
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country  on  earth.  Come  and  spend  a  season  with  us,  and  inflate 
your  lungs."    Ah,  if  we  just  only  could! 


The  following  new  appointments  have  been  made  at  the  Xew 
York  Polyclinic  :  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Pooley,  Surgeon-in-Chief  of 
the  Xew  Amsterdam  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital;  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
to  the  Sheltering  Arms;  Consulting  Ophthalmologist  to  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital;  Professor  of  Cphthalmology. 

Dr.  B.  Sachs,  Neurologist  to  the  Montifiore  Home  for  Chronic 
Invalids;  Professor  of  Neurology. 

Dr.  L.  Emmett  Holt,  Visiting  Physician  to  the  New  York  In- 
fant Asylum;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Ruptured 
and  Crippled;  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children. 

Dr.  August  Seibert,  Physician  to  the  Children's  Department  of 
the  German  Dispensary;  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children. 

Dr.  H.  Marion  Sims,  Gynecologist  to  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital, 
and  New  York  Infant  Asylum;  Professor  of  Gynecology. 

Dr.  Win.  H.  Fluhrer,  Surgeon  to  Mt.  Sinai  and  Bellevue  Hos- 
pitals; Professor  of  Genito-Urinary  Surgery. 

The  Polyclinic  has  increased  its  hospital  facilities  by  the  pur- 
chase of  a  large  building  immediately  adjoining  its  original  prop- 
erty, and  after  making  necessary  changes  will  furnish  and  have 
it  open  by  Sept.  16th,  when  the  regular  session  will  commence. 


OBITUARY. 


Dr.  George  Washington  Tucker  was  born  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Miss.,  November  9,  1825.  At  the  age  of  9  years  he  was  sent  to 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  to  be  prepared  for  college.  He  finally  entered 
Princeton  College  and  graduated  with  honor  at  the  age  of  17. 
He  remained  at  home  for  two  years,  when  he  went  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  graduated  in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  married  in  1852  to  Miss  Margeret  Stuart 
Glover,  and  removed  to  Lafourche  Parish,  La.,  where  he  resided 
as  a  sugar  planter,  until  the  late  civil  war  caused  him  to  take  his 
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family  to  Texas  for  safety.  During  the  war  he  was  engaged  in 
hospital  work  at  Mansfield,  La.,  and  elsewhere. 

Brought  up  a  strict  Presbyterian,  five  years  after  his  marriage 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  confirmed  by  the  Right  Rev.  Leonidas  Polk,  Bishop  of  La., 
who  was  his  dear  friend  and  near  neighbor  for  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  vestry  and  warden  of  St.  John's  church,  Thibi- 
deaux,  La.,  for  man}-  years.  After  his  removal  to  New  Orleans, 
in  1871,  he  was  a  member  of  the  vestry- of  Emanuel  church, 
which  was  afterwards  united  with  St.  Marks,  forming  the  present 
parish  of  St.  Georges,  N.  O. 

He  came  to  Texas  in  1874,  locating  for  six  or  eight  months  in 
Dallas,  and  then  removing  to  Comanche,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  the  epidemic  of  1878  he  went  to  Memphis  and  was 
put  on  the  Howard  corps  of  physicians,  rendering  faithful  and 
honored  services,  as  attested  by  the  medal  which  was  given  him. 

Always  the  genial,  courteous  gentleman,  the  well-read  and 
conscientious  physician,  the  faithful  friend,  the  affectionate  father, 
the  humble,  unostentatious  disciple  of  his  Master,  his  death, 
(which  occurred  after  prolonged  suffering,  on  Saturday,  June  8,) 
will  leave  an  aching  void,  which  time  alone  can  assuage. 

He  belonged  to  other  and  brighter  days  of  our  Sunny  South. 
The  following  lines  were  found  written  on  the  fly-leaf  of  one  of 
his  note  books,  and  expressed  what  we  believe  was  his  own  faith 
as  to  the  great  change  that  has  taken  place  with  reference  to 
himself. 

"There  is  no  death; 
The  stars  go  down  to  rise  upon 

Some  fairer  shore, 
And  bright  in  Heaven's  jewelled  crown 
They  shine  forevermore. 
Dr.  Tucker  was  married,  in  1881,  to  Mrs.  Penn  Tucker,  who 
survives  him,  as  well  as  two  sons  and  three  daughters  by  the 
first  marriage.      [One  of  the  daughters  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  W. 
D.  Sartwell,  Rector  of  the  Episcopal  church,  Corsicana. — Ed.] 


Attention  is  called  to  two  advertisements  of  practice  for  sale. 


526 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


•Publisher's  J^otes. 


In  writing  to  advertisers  don't  forget  to  mention  the  Journal; 
it  is  worth  something  to  us. 


The  IyOuisviLLE  Medical  College,  so  well  and  so  favorably 
known  to  the  Texas  profession,  has  its  annual  announcement  in 
this  issue.  The  graduates  of  this  school  ornament  the  profes- 
sion in  every  county  in  the  State.  It  has  turned  out  many  first 
honor  Texans.    Mention  the  Journal. 


The  Texas  Medical  College  and  Hospital  is  one  of  the 
best  equipped  institutions  in  the  country;  the  Faculty  all  men  of 
experience  and  ability,  and  the  standard  is  high.  Terms  as  low 
as  any  really  first-class  college  in  America,  and  it  is  a  home  in- 
stitution. Verbum  sat.  See  announcement  and  mention  the 
Journal. 


The  Memphis  Hospital  Medical  College  announcement 
will  be  found  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal.  Read  it.  This 
school  is  one  of  the  great  favorites  with  Texans,  there  having 
been  sixty  Texas  graduates  there  last  year.  Write  to  Professor 
W.  B.  Rogers,  Dean,  for  information  'and  catalogue.  Mention 
this  notice. 


Again  the  Arkansas  Industrial  University  Medical  Depart- 
ment asks  for  a  share  of  Texas  patronage.  This  institution  is 
becoming  very  popular  with  Texans  and  deservedly  so.  Its 
clinical  advantages  are  wonderful  and  anatomical  material  abun- 
dant. See  announcement  and  write  to  Dr.  Jennings  for  catalogue, 
mentioning  the  Journal. 


"The  Viburnum  Compound  of  Dr.  Hayden,"  the  advertise- 
ment of  which  appears  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal,  has  a  splen- 
did reputation  in  the  treatment  of  uterine  disorders,  etc.,  and  has 
been  endorsed  by  over  five  thousand  leading  physicians.  Surely 
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such  a  record  should  entitle  it  to  the  confidence  of  the  profession. 
Write  for  pamphlet,  mentioning  the  Journal. 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Nashville 
and  Vanderbilt  University  has  its  annual  announcement  in  this 
issue  of  the  Journal.  Read  it,  it  will  interest  you.  A  college 
as  well  known  and  as  deservedly  popular  as  this — one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  equipped  in  America — scarcely  needs  more  than 
mention  here  to  attract  attention.  Annually  this  college  gradu- 
ates a  large  class  of  Texans. 


Nervous  Headache. — With  the  constantly  increasing  nerv- 
ous disorders  of  the  female  portion  of  my  practice,  I  find  that 
Peacock' s  Biomidcs  does  more  to  relieve  such  patients  and  lessen 
the  cares  and  anxieties  of  a  physician,  thanlanything  I  have  ever 
tried.  I  had  a  female  patient  lately  who  had  to  go  to  bed  for 
four  or  five  days,  at  each  menstrual  period,  on  account  of  nerv- 
ous headache.  One  bottle  cured  her,  and  the  three  last  periods 
have  been  easy  and  no  headache.  I  use  it  in  all  classes  of  nerv- 
ous troubles  with  great  benefit. 

Clayton,  Ind.  Geo.  H.  F.  House,  M.  D. 


In  All  Fevers;  in  inflammatory  conditions,  in  the  acute  gas- 
tric upsets  which  occur  with  delicate  children  and  phthisical  pa- 
tients; in  all  gastric  diseases;  and  in  those  conditions  of  gastric 
catarrh  which  follow  upon  obstructions  in  the  pulmonary  circu- 
lation, whether  due  to  disease  in  the  heart  or  lungs,  liquid  food 
containing  a  sufficincy  of  carbohydrates  in  soluble  form  as  in 
Mellin's  Food,  is  essential  to  life. 


Our  distinguished  confrere  of  the  Kansas  City  Medical  Index, 
is  out  in  an  announcement  of  the  University  Medical  College  of 
Kansas  City,  which  appears  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal.  The 
doctor  has  many  irons  in  the  fire,  but  lets  none  of  them  burn. 
He  is  the  secretary  of  this  famous  medical  college,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  faculty,  and  we  are  informed  that  their  new  college,  just 
completed,  is  the  finest  building  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  Be- 
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fore  casting  your  lot,  young  men,  read  what  this  school  offers; 
they  are  wide  awake,  and  fully  up  to  the  times.  Write  to  Dr. 
Jackson,  the  Dean,  or  to  Dr.  L,amphear,  for  a  catalogue,  not 
omitting  to  mention  this  notice. 


Overwork,  Nernous  Prostration  From. — "I  suffered  from 
great  nervous  prostration,  persistent  insomnia,  constant  nausea, 
and  the  usual  symptoms  following  physical  and  mental  overwork. 
I  thought  myself  in  fine  condition  to  give  your  Crystalline  Phos- 
phate a  trial,  and  commenced  with  rather  more  than  the  regular 
dose,  every  four  hours.  The  effect  was  all  I  could  have  hoped 
for,  and  without  the  use  of  medicines  I  was  soon  ready  for  work 
again." 

F.  F.  Locke,  M.  D.,  Pillsbury,  Minn. 


The  Southern  Medical  College,  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  of 
which  Prof.  W.  Perrin  Nicholson  is  Dean,  holds  out  its  hand  to 
Texas  students,  and  bids  them  come  and  see  what  facilities  and 
advantages  are  offered  in  their  curriculum.  This  school  holds  a 
secure  place  in  the  front  rank  of  educational  institutions  South, 
and  is  every  year  adding  to  the  renown  already  made.  The 
corps  of  instructors  are  all  men  of  long  experience  and  of  more 
than  ordinary  abih^  in  their  several  branches.  Write  to  Dr. 
Nicholson  for  a  catalogue,  and  mention  the  Journal. 


Physicians  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  Gard- 
ner's Syrup  of  Hydriodic  Acid  and  Syrup  Hypophosphites,  should 
by  all  means  investigate  the  literature  of  the  subject  and  give  the 
preparations  a  trial.  They  are  elegant  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions— and  in  scrofulous  diseases  especially,  have  brilliant  re" 
suits.  As  might  be  supposed  they  fill  indications  in  a  wide  range 
of  diseases.  We  know  of  no  preparations  that  have  won  greater 
reputation  with  the  profession  than  those  of  R.  W.  Gardner. 
See  advertisement  and  mention  Journal  in  writing  for  sample. 


Threatened  Abortion. — M.  D.  Makuna,  M.  R.  C.  S.  Eng.; 
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Lie.  Med.  Uuniversity,  Bombay,  1876,  Trebeebut,  Rhondda  Val- 
ley, South  Wales,  says:  I  have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  my 
satisfaction  with  the  results  I  have  obtained  by  the  use  of  Aletris 
Cordial.  One  of  1113^  patients  who  had  miscarried  three  times 
previously  took  Aletris  Cordial  during  the  last  three  months  of 
pregnancy  and  was  delivered  of  a  fine  healthy  boy.  I  ordered  it 
at  her  own  solicitation,  as  she  expressed  so  much  ease  and  com- 
fort after  the  use  of  the  first  bottle.  I  am  now  giving  it  to  two 
more  patients  who  have  miscarried  several  times  before,  and  I  am 
in  hopes  of  good  results.  I  consider  it  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  on  account  of  its  antispasmodic  and  nerve-tonic 
properties,  and  I  should  not  like  to  go  without  it. 


Hand  Book  of  Pharmacy  and  Therapeutics  (Lilly),  248 
pages,  Third  edition,  thoroughly  revised.  Eli  Lilly  &  Co., 
Indianapolis,  July,  1888. 

The  aim  of  this  book  is,  as  stated  in  the  introduction,  "to 
furnish  the  busy  practitioner  a  reliable  means  of  ready  reference, 
at  once  concise,  S}^stematic  and  authoritative,  to  which  he  may 
refer  with  confidence  in  cases  of  doubt.  Younger  members  of 
the  profession  and  medical  students  will  find  this  wrork  full  of 
suggestions."  It  will  be  sent  free  to  any  physician,  druggist  or 
medical  student  by  addressing  Eli  Lilly  &  Co.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind. ,  mentioning  this  Journal. 


KINDS  WORDS. 


Bryan,  Texas,  May  27,  1889. 
F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 

Dear  Sir  : — Your  sample  copy  of  "Daniel's  Medical  Journal' ' 
received.  Enclosed  you  will  find  postal  note  for  $2,  for  which, 
you  will  please  enter  my  name  as  a  permanent  subscriber  to  your 
journal.  The  neat  and  attractive  manner  in  which  it  is  gotten 
up,  and  the  able  writings  of  the  leading  physicians  of  our  country, 
make  it  a  most  acceptable  contribution  to  the  medical  literature 
of  the  day;  and  the  editor  deserves  the  hearty  support  and  thanks 
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of  the  medical  profession  of  Texas  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
it  is  edited,  and  not  only  for  its  merits  as  a  first  class  medical 
journal,  but  for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  it  strives  to  upbuild 
and  maintain  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  medical  profession. 
I  am  sir,  }-ours  faithfully, 

Henry  L,.  Fontain,  M.  D. 


Axtell,  Texas,  June  6,  '89. 

D?.  F.  E.  Daniel; 

My  Dear  Doctor — I  just  got  through  reading  the  May 
number  of  your  Medical  Journal.  I  do  think  it  is  the  nicest 
and  most  perfect  medical  journal  I  ever  saw.  The  last  number 
is  a  gem,  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  I  cannot  imagine  how 
any  man  can  take  your  Journal  and  read  it,  without  paying 
you  for  it.  Yours,  &c, 

Wm.  Osborn. 


Waxahachie,  Texas,  June  10,  '89. 
I  congratulate  you  on  the  general  excellence  of  your  last  issue. 
Your  report  ot  the  proceedings  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation is  most  accurate.  Yours  truly, 

B.  J.  Ward. 


To  You,  Doctor — Our  subscribers  are  notified  that  this  issue, 
June,  1889,  closes  volume  4,  and  that  the  gieat  majority  of  sub- 
scriptions expire  herewith.  If  you  love  us,  and  have  any  re- 
gard for  the  future  success  of  your  favorite  Journal — which  the 
entire  medical  press  say  is  a  credit  to  you;  if  you  sympathize  with 
its  high  aims  and  objects,  most  praiseworthy,  if  you  appreciate 
its  pluck  and  success;  and  lastly,  if  you  would  that  ' 'Betty  and 
the  Baby"  should  have  shoes  and  stockings,  as  well  as  "the  bit 
and  the  sup,"  ?enew  your  subscriptions  now;  ptomptly;  don't 
wait;  what's  the  use?  Send  it  in  in  the  beginning,  and  be  done 
with  it  until  next  summer. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel,  of  the  "Redback." 
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Professor  of  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Clinical 

Medicine. 
WILLIAM  L.  NICHOL, 
Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  of  Clinical 

Medicine. 
JOHN  H.  CALLENDER,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Physiology  and  Psychology. 
THOMAS  MENEES,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics. 
JAMES  M.  SAFFORD,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Chemistry. 
THOMAS  A.  ATCHISON,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics  and  State  Medicine. 
CHARLES  BRIGGS,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Surgical  Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery. 
ORVILLE  H.  MENEES,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Histology. 
G.  C.  SAVAGE,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear. 
CHARLES  L.  EVES,  M.  D., 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 


The  next  session  "begins  October  I,  1889.  The  preliminary  course  begins 
September  3,  1889.  A  full  course  of  didactic  lectures  with  quizzes  by  the  Fac- 
ulty, and  ample  clinical  and  dissecting  room  facilities. 

For  further  information  and  catalogue,  address 

W.  L.  NICHOL,  M.  D.,  Registrar, 

NA  SHT1 LEE.  TENN. 
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